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Family Rounders & BBQ returns to Wilstone
by Tessa Simmons and Amanda Russell
A GREAT time was had by all on August Bank Holiday Monday at Wilstone’s Family
Rounders and BBQ event.
Despite the cool weather, over 50 people turned out to play rounders, with many more
supporting in an afternoon of fun and food. Four mixed teams of every age were put together
and everyone threw themselves into every innings (some literally!) There was a lot of
running, loads of rounders, some amazing
catches and many dropped ones too!
By the end of the afternoon, the winning
team for 2021 was declared to be the Green
team, who scored 23 rounders overall. Well
done to everyone who took part in an
entertaining afternoon!
The rain held off and over £600 was raised
for the ‘Support Our Community Shop’
campaign from sales of tickets, burgers, drinks
and cake - all of which was provided by a
superb team of volunteers who helped bake or
set up on the day and served all the food and
drink. Our thanks to everyone involved and a
special mention to Simon and Jenny Mead for
providing all the delicious burgers and sausages
free of charge; it was most appreciated.
It was a wonderful event, new friends were
made and hopefully it’s something that will be
repeated again next year.

We depend on readers’
articles and pictures.
So let’s have them!

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone

Eat your heart out you sunflower growers!

Is this the tallest hollyhock in the villages?

or this one?

Or maybe this?
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Our Churches
St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston
Below is a list of the Services for the Village churches for
October – these could change so please check online at
https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news-events or
phone the Rectory on 01442 822170.
We also will have live streamed services online so please take
a look
Please remember you MUST book for live services and Face
Coverings MUST be worn when moving around church
3rd October– Trinity 18
10am – Holy Communion cw service at All Saints, Long
Marston
5th October (Tues)
10am Morning Prayer – St Cross, Wilstone
10th October– Trinity 19
6.00pm –Celtic Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston
12th October (Tues)
10am – Holy Communion cw – St Cross, Wilstone

Welcome to this month’s Village News, complete with
hints of mists and mellow fruitfulness. This month’s
editor’s challenge is to spot all of the photographs from
the Wilstone family rounders event.
Talking of family events, the back page has been
written by and for your younger readers.
We welcome the return of the Wilstone Film Night,
subject to the latest Covid requirements.
We have a focus on local history this month, if this
inspires you, don’t forget the new Tring Rural History
website, there is a taster quiz on page 11.
Please complete the Parish Council Community Bus
Survey. You can cut out pages 13 and 14 without
loosing any of your favourite articles and return it to
Wilstone shop, there are electronic return option
available for those with more technological preferences.

17th October –Trinity 20
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston
19th October – (Tues)
10am – Morning Prayer cw -St Cross Wilstone
24th October – Last Sunday after Trinity
3.30pm – Evensong BCP Harvest at St Mary’s, Puttenham time may change
6.00pm – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
26th October – (Tues)
10am – Holy Communion by extension cw – St Cross,
Wilstone
31st October– All Saints Sunday / All Souls
3pm – All Souls service at All Saints, Long Marston
5pm – All Hallows Eve at All Saints, Long Marston
There is a Toddler Support Group every Wednesday
(including School Holidays) in Tring Church between
10am and 12pm

The next edition will be for November 2021
and the deadline for items for inclusion is
Wednesday 20 October .
Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!
Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.
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What’s on and what’s not on
Diary Dates..
Friday 22 October
Wilstone Film Night, Dream Horse
Saturday 23 October
A night at the musicals, Nora Grace hall, Tring
Sunday 24 October
Puttenham Harvest lunch, 1:30pm
Friday 19 November
Wilstone Film Night
Friday 17 December
Wilstone Film Night

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings
Back in real life!
Wed 6 October 7.30pm Cecilia Hall Puttenham
Wed 1 December 7.30pm Cecilia Hall Puttenham
The public are welcome to attend these
meetings.
Face masks and sign in and, distancing measure
apply
Please check for latest details before attending
https://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/meetings

Wilstone Village Shop Opening hours
Monday—Friday
8.00 am—2 pm
Saturdays 8am—1 pm
Sundays 9.00—12 pm

You can always find a copy of Village
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me
Village News

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Registered Charity No. 1077157
Are you hoping to go to University or College in 2022, but are
concerned that financial resources might not match up to the
requirements? Are you under the age of 22? Have you lived in
Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring,
Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three years?
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to Tring
Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for information and
an application form.
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 01442 827913
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk

Please note that the closing date is
15 November 2021.
To lodge a completed application for grants payable from autumn
the following year.
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Letters to the Editor
Correction to September 2021 Village News
from Dave Jenkinson, Long Marston
I WAS interested to read a write up the Wilstone show in this
month’s Village News, however part of the article caught my
eye, which I feel I must correct.
The description of a Penny Farthing as a Velocipede is
incorrect.
Velocipede is the proper name for a Boneshaker, which was
the forerunner of the Penny Farthing, of which “Ordinary
bicycle” was its correct name, as strange as it may seem.
I, myself have an original “Penny Farthing” (nick name, due
to the differing sizes of its wheels and the currency of the
day).
Mine is an original 1875 Wyatt and Roberts 50”. Over the
years have amassed well over 3000 miles, in the UK, Europe
and many races and rides in Australia and Tasmania,
including in 1988 a ride from Melbourne to Sydney to help
celebrate the bicentenary, re-enacting a ride by two chaps in
1888 celebrating the centenary, namely Burston and Stokes,
they continued their journey to encompass the world and
actually passed through Berhamsted at the time.
It would be good to meet the like minded rider of the
machine.

Biodiversity study
Further to a recent article ‘In praise of Biodiversity‘
by Gill Macdonald, you can contribute to the
biodiversity study by sending in information - such as
sightings of birds, animals, insects, wild flowers,
hedges, trees, pond life etc.in and around our beautiful
villages - it is all relevant, so please do send it in, either
to:
gillmacdonaldz@gmail.com or
Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk or
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
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A warm welcome back to you all to
Wilstone Film Nights, now in the 16th
season.
For those that have not previously been to one of
our Film Nights, they are far more than just
watching a film; they are also a great way of
catching up with friends and neighbours, and
meeting new ones.
Our first film is on Friday October 22nd, Covid
issues allowing. And on that the subject of Covid,
here is our plan:
 The Hall will have been cleaned prior to the
performance.
 It will be well ventilated
 Depending on the status of the virus data at the
time, guests may be asked to wear masks when
moving around the hall and when buying
refreshments.
 And to use the sanitisers provided.
 We will not be providing interval snacks for the
present, but we will provide something to
nibble on.
 Audience numbers will be reduced from 100 to
70 to provide more space.
 Masks will be required when visiting the bar or
using the toilet.
 Should the film night be cancelled due to
concerns about Covid, then your tickets will be
refunded in the community shop.
Tickets are £7.50 and are on sale now at Wilstone
Community Shop.
Any comments or concerns, please email:
Peter Walker at walkersandbrook@gmail.com

Friday October 22nd

DREAM HORSE
This is the inspiring true story of Dream, an unlikely race horse bred by a village
pub owner. Despite having very little money and no experience, he and his neighbours chip in their meagre earnings to help raise Dream and compete with in the
racing world. Dream is to become a beacon of hope in their struggling community.
This is a lovely feelgood film to ease our way into an exciting Film Night season.

Friday October 22nd
Tickets £7.50 (suggested donation) available from Wilstone Community Shop.
Doors open 7.15pm. Film starts at 8pm. Licenced bar.
COVID PRECAUTIONS: Please see separate article regarding our Covid precautions. Guests who have any Covidlike symptoms, i.e.: a cold or cough, are asked not to attend, for the sake of all. This film performance is subject to
cancelation at short notice should circumstances change, but tickets will be refunded.
Village News

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee

Wilstone Community Shop
Run by the community, for the community
We aim to serve the Community by:

Tel: 01442–891167



Keeping prices fair



Offering a wide range of goods and services



Stocking home-made and local produce



Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work

What’s New

We also have a vegan bouja bouja icecream

Thank you
With all the people I needed to thank in the last issue of
Village News, it was almost inevitable that I would leave
someone out. So apologies! I would like to mention
Emily and Paul of Thomas and Spiers Architects. They
were very helpful with the layout and all the design
details and ensured that we complied with fire
regulations and building control—not an easy job! Also
thanks to Chris Mann who helped recycle some scrap
metal and Tony Lubran who very kindly took a load to
the tip for us.
Lastly...
We could still do with
some more volunteers
through the week and
weekend, either to fill in
a regular slot or to be
available to work the
gaps when other
volunteers are away.
If you have a few
hours to spare, we
would love to hear from
you. Please contact Ali
our shop manager or
Diana our Chair during
shop hours on the
number above.

Have you had a chance to browse through our new range of
cards? Due to their popularity, we have expanded our stock
and don’t forget we also sell stamps. The new display unit is
much more practical than the old one and allows for easier
browsing.
We also have a range of new items from Suma (see picture
opposite) which is proving very popular, particularly the
mushroom pate bombe which can be found in the deli.
The Wilstone Woolies took advantage of the brief break in
trading in July to boost their stocks of gorgeous soft toys.
With Christmas getting ever closer, please buy early as once
they’re gone, they’re gone!
How cute!
Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop
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From the Vicarage
Remembering ‘Allhallowtide’
ON THE 1st of November, as a church, we celebrate All Saints’ Day, a
time when we honour all the faithful saints, known and unknown.
The next day, the 2nd of November, we observe All Souls’ Day, a day of
prayer and remembrance for the souls of those who have died. The day
concludes the season of what was once called Allhallowtide, which
includes All Saints’ Day and its eve, Halloween (All Hallows Eve).
Due to the pandemic, 2019/20’s services looked a little different, however
this year we are attempting to return to our traditional service forms,
balanced with a continued respect to keep things safe.
During a time when death has moved to the forethoughts of our mind, we
continue to pray for those we have lost this year and in years past and bring
ourselves closer to God.
In the lead up to All Souls, we invite you to add any names you would like
remembered to our ‘list of departed’ which will be read out in your
specified parish All Souls service. If you would like to include a loved
one’s name, please email huw@tringteamparish.org.uk or go into your
local church (either Tring, Aldbury, Long Marston, Wilstone or
Puttenham) and write the name(s) on the list provided. Details of the
services are below:
All Souls Services in Tring Parish
Sunday 31st October
3pm All Souls Service, Long Marston
4pm All Souls Service, Tring
(this service will be live-streamed on our website)
5pm “Hot Dogs and Prayers” to celebrate
All Saints at Long Marston
6pm All Souls Service, Aldbury
Tuesday 2nd November
10am ‘Rosemary for Remembrance’, Wilstone
You are invited to come and remember those who have died.
Please book on the website: www.tringteamparish.org.uk

(You may wish to bring a sprig of rosemary or a flower to lay
on the altar).
We also cannot allow All Souls’ Day to pass without contemplating our
own death. This is an ancient Christian tradition called “memento mori,”
translated as ‘remember you will die’.
This is not supposed to be a morbid or melancholy reflection, but rather a
call to remind us to ‘live well’. We do not know how many days we are
given, but we are called to live each day as someone who loves our Lord
and who is loved by him.
Please do remember that the Tring Team Parish are here to support you,
not only during moments of grief, but at all other times too, so please do
contact us if you need someone to talk to.
Love and blessings to you at this
contemplative time,
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by Rev’d Sarah Marshall

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting
Just like the old days!
The TRPC meeting held on 1st September 2021 took place at
7.30pm in Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. It was refreshing to see
the councillors and clerk in person, as was atmosphere inside
the hall, as all the doors along the side of the hall were open
to allow ample air circulation. One drawback of this was that,
as it became dark, we were joined by numerous flying insect
and moths! On the positive side, the audience were afforded a
lovely view of the church, illuminated in the dusk.
Changing faces
It was revealed that Cllr Jean Fox resigned last month; the
remaining councillors wished her well and thanked her for her
contribution.
Fortunately, two new councillors were welcomed to the fold:
Linda Williams of Wilstone and Gill Macdonald of Long
Marston. That brings the total to six, so there is still room for
more if you want to support our community!
Another welcome face was that of our new Herts County
Councillor, Sally Symington, who was attending her second
meeting. She is very keen to support the work of our parish
council: more of that later.
And next month there will be a different clerk, to provide
maternity cover whilst Chloe Collins has twins: good luck
Chloe!
Perennial favourites
Cllr Godwin reported on the TPRC funded flooding study in
Wilstone, following flooding near the village hall and at the
front and back of Long Row. It appears that the cameras put
down the drains couldn’t see anything as there was too much
water! The problem is being referred to Thames Water to
undertake a thorough investigation, as the drains and
soakaway are not clearing.
Back in April, Cllr Davis suggested a pump track or skate
park in Wilstone. Cllr Godwin raised the proposal again,
asking whether there was public support for it. It was
suggested that expectation as to the size would need to be
managed, as it could be more of a “skate basin” than a park!
The clerk said that she receives many calls about the location
of the one in Long Marston, as it is very popular both within
and outside the parish. The councillors agreed to look at
options to improve the facilities on the Wilstone rec ground
with a view to getting resident feedback. Watch out for an
item in Village News!
Also back in April, the issue of locking the ‘white gate’ at
Long Marston recreation ground was raised, after an incident
where an ambulance could not get onto the field. Cllr
Thirkettle has been looking into locks, and proposed a ‘slamlatch’ (like you get on front doors). That would mean that the
gate could be opened with a key in the morning and closed by
slamming at the end of the day.
History in the making
The clerk reported that the new history website is looking
very good. The web-designer has provided his services for
free – a big thank you to Oliver Partridge – and it is accessible
via a link from the TRPC’s website or via https://
www.tringruralhistory.co.uk/. At the moment it is drawing
on the experiences of older residents, but Cllr Godwin hopes
it will go even further back than that in due course. Could
prove to be a useful resource for school and family history
projects!
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His-tree in the planting?!
Cllr Godwin broached the subject of planting 200 native
British trees and shrubs within the parish. A charity has
offered to provide them for free, and another charity – the
Sunnyside Trust – has offered to plant and maintain them. He
suggested that 100 be planted in Wilstone, alongside the track
adjacent to the recreation ground, and the other 100 in Long
Marston, also along the edge of the recreation ground. Cllr
Macdonald asked for some black poplars for be planted in
Astrope Lane, to replace those lost in recent years, and
offered to find out where to get some from.
A member of the public pointed out that the right tree needs
to be in the right place, and suggested whether members of
the community should be planting them, to promote
community “ownership”.
Herts County Cllr Sally Symington advised the TRPC that,
although they own Wilstone recreation ground, the covenant
on it might affect any proposals for tree planting. She also
advised that there is a big push for tree planting, with “The
Queen’s Green Canopy” (https://queensgreencanopy.org)
planting for Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee next year, and
Herts County Council has its own scheme too.
Make a fuss!
That is the request of Herts County Cllr Sally Symington! Her
plea arose as a result of a couple of things.
Firstly, flooding: please, please, PLEASE r epor t blocked
drains and soakaways! Especially if property is damaged as a
result of flooding. There is money to deal with blockages, as
the residents at Little Tring can testify, after a couple of
metres of silt was removed from their soakaway. There are
now also plans to add extra drainage at Little Tring, on the
left-hand side, just approaching the bridge (assuming you are
heading into the parish from the direction of Tring). And
don’t be deterred if someone else has already reported it; the
more reports, the merrier!
(https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highwaysroads-and-pavements/highways-roads-andpavements.aspx) Cllr Symington also very kindly asked for
photographs of the offending areas to be emailed to her.
(sally.symington@hertfordshire.gov.uk)
Secondly, recreation areas: there is also money available for
providing recreational facilities, but we need to ask!
Likewise, there is still Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
money available, to provide amenities for the benefit of our
community. So, what do we want?!
Date of next meeting
It was agreed to keep to 8 meetings for 2022/23, to take place
at various sites. The next meeting is on:
Wednesday 6th October 2021, 7.30pm, Cecilia Hall,
Puttenham.

Please complete and return
the Community Bus Survey on
pages 13 /14

Tring Rural History; Latest News
From Oliver Partridge on behalf of
Tringruralhistory.co.uk, a new website, initiated by Tring
Rural Parish Council and created by volunteers.
Interviews and articles
The following are now on Tringruralhistory.co.uk, and
are due to appear in future editions of Village News:
Wally Braginton, Wilstone
Don Winfield, Long Marston
Christine Rutter – Puttenham
David Mead – Wilstone
Eddie Clark – Long Marston
Simon Sturt – Long Marston
Michael and John Glasser – Wilstone
If you have memories or information that might help us
to add more history to our website and to Village News,
please email us on info@tringruralhistory.co.uk
Brook Jumping
In our recent interview with Simon Sturt (former landlord
of the Queens Head in the 1980s/90s), he mentioned
that one of his most pleasant memories of Long
Marston was the annual ‘Brook Jumping Race’ in which
residents ran and jumped over a pre-set course, often in
fancy dress and usually fortified with produce from his
bar.
If anyone can provide us with further information on the
origins and development of this key piece of local
history, please email as above.

Tring Rural Parish Council
contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:
Steven Godwin(Chairman)
07487 852830
smgodwin55@gmail.com
Nigel Fox
01296 662922
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk
John Thirkettle
01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Mary Davis
07516 344248
Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Gillian Macdonald (Long Marston)
Linda Williams (Wilstone)
The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
07516 344248
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX
The Villages Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman
01442 822031
Parish Council Website:
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/

Monthly Quiz (one answer is correct in each case)
1. Which TV show character once opened Wilstone
village show?
(a) Fawlty, (b) Hancock, (c) Steptoe
2. When was Long Marston Airfield first used for
flights?
(a) 1917, (b) 1942, (c) 1945

Sudoku Corner

by Colin Moore

No 152 Easy

3. Which was introduced first?
(a) Wilstone Village Show, (b) Long Marston
Village Show, (c) Puttenham Jumble Sale
4. In which year did all the following three events
happen; Puttenham becomes part of Tring Rural, GoKart racing stops on the Airfield, Glassers Mill starts
production in Wilstome
(a) 1960, (b) 1964, (c) 1968, (d) 1972?
Answers can be found on the Timeline page of
Tringruralhistory.co.uk and will appear in next month’s
edition of Village News.
You will also find that a new section of the timeline has
been opened, covering the ‘Age of Empires’ from 18151914. Next month’s quiz will contain some questions on
this period.

You can always find a copy of Village
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me
Village News

Solution on page 20

T&S TREECARE

ROOFING
Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031
Mobile: 07951 220904

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Telephone: 01296 662167

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER


For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Hea ng requirements



Boiler & appliance installa ons, system upgrades, servicing,
fault ﬁnding & repair



Oil – boiler and tank installa ons, service & repair



Complete bathroom installa ons & design



No job too small / Free no obliga on quote/ No call out
charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028
E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771 706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert please call for further information.

Community Bus Project
The parish council knows that for many residents
(especially those who don’t drive), accessing social
activities in neighbouring villages/towns, going to the
shops or even visiting loved ones in nursing homes, can
be really difficult given that we have a limited public
transport service.

the Clerk by email to clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk via
photo to Whats App 07516 344248 or alternatively drop
into the Village Shop by 31st October 2021.

Together with some other local councils we are
gathering information about the types of activities and
places that you feel you would like to be able to reach,
to assess whether a community bus service in the local
villages would help to break down these barriers. It may
be able to offer some services where it collects
residents from their homes, or some set routes.
We need as many people as possible to complete the
survey so that we can investigate providing the most
suitable service. Please return your completed survey to

1. Name of the village/hamlet you live in *
Long Marston

         Puttenham 

Wilstone

            Hamlets

____________________

2. How many people in your household in this age group?
(How many of these people have a disability?)
Total number of people
<18 years
18-59 years
60-79 years
80+ years

Number with disability

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

3. How many journeys does everyone in your household make (add them all up) by
public transport each week *
__________________________
4. How many journeys do you estimate that everyone in your household might
make (add them all up) each week, getting to activities, if a community bus was
available *
__________________________
Village News

5. Where would you like to go, but can’t reach via public transport at the moment?
(please tick all that apply) *
    Day Centres
    Sheltered Housing
    Nursing Homes
    Train Station
    School/College
    Local hospital / health care / physio appointments
    Community activities
    Markets/Shopping
    Library
    Theatre
    Day trips
    Leighton Buzzard/Tring
    Neighbouring villages
None of the above (please complete below)
_________________________
6. How many people in your household would need to be collected from home? for
example, if you can’t walk very far (enter 0 if none) *
_________________________
7. If you can walk to a local main road, please say which road you would like to
catch a community bus from
_________________________________________
Thank you for your help.
Village News

Supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

New Road Wilstone -150 years ago
THIS is how Mr. Joe Edwards and Mr.
Harry Cartwright described the lane
which led from a fork with the Tring
Road down to Great Farm. Starting
from Rose Lane, the ground on the left
now occupied by two blocks of houses,
was in the 1880's a rough piece of
marshy land, part of the Village Green
and classed as the official playground
of the village children. Mr. Jimmy
Stilton used part of it as a garden in the
1880's and 1890's. By this time the
school on the right, where the ﬂats now
stand, was well established, having
been build in 1847, but only a broken
down fence enclosed the playground”
which, according to Harry and Joe, was
more mud than turf. It so remained until
1900 when Mr. Greening, then living at
Chapel Farm had it tarred over and put
up a new fence. Beyond the waste
Wilstone School in 1890
ground on the left and opposite the
Chapel, stood the Malt House, a tiled building about
wind vane on top and a long arm with a knob protruding
30ft long with walls of wattle and daub on a brick base
from the centre, the whole structure being turned by the
with ventilating holes. The late Mrs Loveday told how
wind. The lane then turned sharply (a slight bend can
the Chapel Sunday School teas were held there on hot
still be seen) and standing back were two old cottages
summer days and how cool the brick floor used to be.
knocked into one where lived Mr Pug French. Next was
The malt house cowl on top of a wooden building
a larger building, Couins Farm, owned by Mr White the
beside the malt house was a large bent tube with a
Butcher, whose sheds and slaughterhouse stood well

Problem with your windows?
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, or
is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted.
Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com
Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today!

back round a yard. This farm was centuries old. Owned
by the Grange family in the 17th and 18th centuries, it
belonged previously to the Grace family. A will of 1548
bequeaths money from Mr Grace to Wilstone's Old
Church. There were thatched barns round the yard and
one had a driveway through it for an entrance from the
lane. After Couins Farm, came a rough piece of ground
bordered by 4ft high wall over which hung a large elm
tree where pigs were kept. In two more old cottage lived
Charlie Collings, the ﬁshmonger, who hawked his fried
ﬁsh round each evening at halfpenny and penny a
portion. (A halfpenny was 1/480 of a pound). His wares
were of a high standard and he supplied all the ‘best’
people. The farm yard ran behind Collings’ house and
also behind a newer building, Mr Puttmans bakery,
which also sold sweets and sausage meat. The name
Puttman appears in the records over 200 years earlier
as “Bakers of Wilstone” , and the family only moved
away when the Rothschilds developed the land after
1900. A Mr. Puttman(nam)(?) Baker of Wilstone Green,
was one of those who witnessed the drowning of Ruth
Osborne, the so- called witch, in a pond on Wilstone
Green and gave evidence at the inquest at the Half
Moon on May 3rd 1751.
This piece was first published in the Parish Magazine of
January /February 1985. It was written by the late Dick
Gomm of Wilstone . The piece was also published in
Puttenham, Long Marston and Wilstone News, the
forerunner the current Village News in September 2003
and compiled by Christine Rutter.
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For all property repairs and maintenance
BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING
PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk

THE APPLE WORKSHOP
Have you any apples in your garden?
We can juice and pasteurise them for
you from £1.60 per bottle.
1 year shelf life.

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for
dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX
VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

For further information contact Nigel
Tel: 01442 825110
Mob: 07950809851

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters
Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
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Beast and the beauty

by John Noakes

WHILST weeding in our garden we came across this mini
monster chumping its way through a patch of ladies’
bedstraw (Galium vernum) .About 5” long it looked like a
snake crossed with a seal.
Having extracted it we noticed three more of its mates
feeding in the depths of the bed straw.
The character in question was the caterpillar of the elephant
hawk moth (Deilephila elpenor); so, named because of the
protuberance from its head mimicking an elephant’s trunk.
This chap was reluctant to display his full apparatus, so not a
photo star of the bed straw. They were voracious feeders
demolishing lots of the bedstraw while being well hidden in
the foliage.
This caterpillar is in stark contrast to the eventual beautiful
moth. We have caught many elephant hawk
moths as well as the small elephant moth,
(Deilephila porcellus) in our moth trap over
the years but have never discovered their
caterpillars until now.
Judging by their large size these caterpillars
are soon to pupate. They probably will go
underground or bury themselves in leaf litter
and then emerge in the spring as the
spectacular moth. This adult form will fly
and feed on tubular flowers such as honey
suckle (Lonicera periclymenum) then mate,
lay eggs and thus start the life cycle over
again.
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*Tax-free
vouchers,

Ofsted rated
Good’
December
2016.

*30Hours and
County funding
registered.

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL
HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Term time Tuesday
Thursday 9-3pm Term time Friday

9-3pm Term time
9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk
firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road,
Long Marston HP23 4QS
Tel: 07925185311
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MY recipe this month is perfect for autumn, as it can
be adapted to use whatever fruit is available and will
leave a warm glow and feeling of satisfaction once
eaten.
Blackberry & Apple Buckle
Ingredients:
For the topping
90g plain flour
finely grated zest of ½ lemon
70g light muscovado sugar
70g unsalted butter, diced
For the base
150g blackberries
1 medium eating apple
115g unsalted butter
100g caster sugar
grated zest of ½ lemon
2 medium eggs
7 5g plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
Method:
Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4 and rub the
topping ingredients together until they resemble
coarse crumbs. Cover and put in the fridge until
needed.
Peel, quarter and core the apple, then chop into small
chunks and mix with the berries
Beat the softened butter until creamy, then add the
sugar and lemon zest and beat until light and
fluffy. Gradually add the eggs, beating well after
each addition.
Sift the flour and baking powder into the bowl and
fold gently until combined. Then add the mixed
fruit until everything is combined
Butter a large baking dish and spoon the mixture in,
ensuring an even spread. Cover with the crumb
topping and bake for about 35 – 40 minutes until
golden brown and crisp.
The topping will dimple or ‘buckle’ whilst cooking –
hence the name.
Eat whilst warm and enjoy the autumn glow

Village News

A bit of ‘Horti’ history
by Sally Smith
AS MOST of you will realise, the Village Show has been around for a
while and has been a feature of village life in Long Marston for more
than 75 years, the first show taking place in 1936. There have been
various changes to the format of the show over the years, but one
enduring aspect has been the ‘display of horticulture and handicrafts’ in
the village hall.
A total of 16 trophies are awarded to the entrants in the assorted classes
and the names associated with those trophies all have long-standing
connections to the village; names such as Dean, Grace and Gregory are
all linked to families who have descendants still living in the locality.
Of the 16 trophies currently awarded, five were first awarded in the
1950’s: the William Dean and Ernest Gregory trophies were first
awarded in 1950 for fruit & vegetables and flowers respectively. The
‘Woman’ trophy, awarded for handicraft, was initially presented in 1953
by the editor of ‘Woman’ magazine who lived in Chapel Lane and
travelled to London from Cheddington station every day – a very
forward thinking thing for a woman to do at the time!
William Huckvale, a well known local architect, joined the illustrious
list of silverware donors in 1956 with a trophy to recognise domestic
prowess – a trophy which is still highly prized and contested to this day.
Huckvale’s daughter Rhodda lived at The Rose & Crown Cottage and
was a frequent winner of several trophies, eventually offering one of her
own under her married name of Parker for floral art, which was first
awarded in 1985.
A common link between most of the trophies is the donors involvement
with the Horti, many of those named served on the Committee or were
involved with raising funds to build the original village hall, from which
the momentum to celebrate life in the village developed. This
momentum continues to this day and the names of winners are
frequently repeated over the years reflecting the enduring draw of
competition. Other names appear less often but are no less valued, each
demonstrating a determination to achieve the highest standard.
Plans are already under way for next year’s show. Will you be a
winner?

LONG MARSTON AND PUTTENHAM WI would like
to say a huge Thank You to everyone in the village and
surrounds who responded so quickly and generously to
our plea to help the Afghan refugees.
It all began at the end of August... an urgent message was
received from the Bucks Federation of the WI appealing
for basic essentials for over 200 refugees quarantined at a
hotel in Milton Keynes, after escaping from their homes
in Afghanistan. They had left everything behind and were
in great need of clothes, toiletries and toys for the
children. When Sue, our President, received the message
she immediately passed it on to all our members and also
posted on the village Facebook page. Within hours bags
and boxes of donations were piling up in her living room
while other people gave generous donations of money.
Next day Sue and Heather, one of our members, loaded
her car with the bags and boxes and headed for the hotel,
where they were gratefully received by the organisers of
the appeal. A couple of days later I joined Sue and
Heather when they returned to help sort out the huge
number of items received from all corners of Bucks.
It is wonderful to think how many generous people live
amongst us who are willing, at a moment's notice, to help
complete strangers in dire need.

Solution No 152
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Cucumbers and poppies
SINCE our Birthday meeting in August we have been busy
helping the Afghan refugees who were temporarily housed
in a Milton Keynes hotel ( see opposite), and some of our
group had a very pleasant trip to Chenies Manor for the
Dahlia Festival.
With autumn upon us September is the time for our produce
auction, which this year included a harvest supper and quiz.
We were pleased to welcome members old and new, and
some visitors too. Once the routine business section of the
meeting was over we each enjoyed a ploughman's supper,
including home grown cucumber and tomatoes. Two tables
were groaning under the weight of donations for our auction
- an assortment of vegetables, jams and chutneys and many
beautiful flower arrangements. It took almost an hour for
Sue, our President and auctioneer to empty the tables,
resulting in a grand sum of more than £250 to send to the
women's charity ACWW.
In November we will be making our usual display of
poppies around the war memorials in Long Marston and
Puttenham, and if any of our readers would care to knit a
few poppies for us we would be very grateful. The pattern
can be obtained from Sue at subarraden@aol.com.
Photos left and right: Heather, Maggy and Sue with
contributions for the Afghan refugees
Photo bottom: Volunteers from the June litter pick
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by Maggy Winship

The day the war came to Long Marston (part 2)
THIS article follows last month’s interview with Eunice Hall,
one of the few Long Marston residents to be alive when, in 1941,
a bomb was dropped on Long Marston School. Eunice’s very
personal account caused us to want to know more and this led to
another interview, this time with our near neighbour of many
years, Neil Dean. We were of course surprised to think that
someone so young and sprightly as Neil (!!) could possibly be
old enough to remember 1941 but he soon assured us that he was
in fact slightly older than Eunice at the time, an even more
sprightly six year old.
Personal Memory of January 13 1941
Neil’s memories of that fateful moment are as clear as if it was
yesterday. Though he can remember nothing about the school
day before the bomb fell at 4pm, he remembers exactly where he
was when the explosion happened. He was round at Redmays
where his Uncle Bert lived, having tea. This consisted of an
apple sandwich which was typical wartime fare, using apples
from Uncle Bert’s orchard. He remembers rushing back to his
parents’ shop, running through layers of clay on the garden path,
through the back door which was largely intact. He went through
to the shop where the floor was covered with sweets and broken
glass from the jars that the sweets were displayed in. He couldn’t
understand what had happened.

by Jenny and Alan Warner

Evacuation
For Neil and his parents – Di and Don – the shop was
also their home and the damage was so serious that Neil
had to be sent to Shropshire as an evacuee. This was an
ironical development after so many evacuees came to
Long Marston to escape from bombing danger. But he
returned before too long after Eunice Hall’s father – Cyril
Chandler – had rebuilt the family’s home and shop. Neil
confirmed that he heard the unlikely rumour at the time that British planes had dropped the bomb - but did not
believe it was taken seriously.
On return, he took his place at the now widely dispersed
school, initially at the Baptist Chapel. Like Eunice, he
remembers an atmosphere of strict discipline with the
cane being used for those who misbehaved, administered
on the hand rather than the backside. But Neil did not
suffer such punishment himself, being ‘a goody twoshoes’ in those days. It now seems strange that such
punishments were the norm in those days and for some
time after the war (based on my own painful memories!).
More Wartime Danger
Another wartime memory described by Neil was the
crash of the US airplane in 1945. He recalls rushing,
through very thick mist, towards the sound of the

This is the shop owned by Neil’s parents and damaged during the bombing; the photo was taken in the 1920s and
features the previous owner Bert Reed and his son Edward
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explosion and seeing the crashed plane in the middle of a
field, with bullets flying all over the place, fired by the heat.
Thankfully the emergency services were there quickly enough
to stop Neil and his friend getting too close to the wreckage.
One other memory, which our research had not previously
unearthed but was probably in 1944, was the dropping of one
of the infamous doodlebugs - effectively bombs with wings into a nearby field, leaving an enormous crater where it fell.
One wonders what it was that the Germans had against our
little village!
Families and Businesses
Our conversation then moved on to the post war period and
the way in which Long Marston quickly developed into a
lively social and business environment. This was mainly
driven by a few families who were committed to getting
things done . In addition to those who have been mentioned in
previous articles, Neil also recalled the Bignalls – who
provided six of the cricket team eleven – as well as the
Greens, Evans and Stevens.
At this point Neil’s wife Joan joined us and our conversation
moved on to the role of the Dean family in the development of
the village and the Deans Eggs business in particular. The
Dean family not only started the largest local business but was
also totally committed to the village, one of the driving forces
behind many aspects of life in the community.
Development of the Deans Eggs business
Neil’s and Joan’s grandfather William Dean founded the
business, starting with a pony and cart, collecting eggs in
baskets from nearby farms and distributing these to local
customers. Neil’s Dad – Don Dean - then joined his father and
they operated a packing station from the shed next to Cymric
House which has recently been cleverly turned into a house
called The Packing Station! They were then joined by Don’s
brother Len and the business expanded rapidly, with the
building of the packing station at Gubblecote and its gradual
expansion to become the main local employer. Neil’s entire
career – apart from two years of National Service in the army
- was spent in the family business until his retirement 24 years
ago.
Dean Bros, as the business was called in those days, had its
roots firmly entrenched in village life, going on to employ
over 100 people in the community. The little Deans van used
to go round the villages picking up staff in the morning and
returning them in the evening. Having transport was a big plus
in the village and Neil remembers, in the 1950s, going round
in that same van, with Len’s son John driving, distributing
school dinners to other local villages. These had been cooked
in the canteen of Long Marston’s newly built school.
Lessons from the past
So, apart from the fascinating personal story of the bombing,
what else did we learn from this latest interview about life in
Long Marston pre and post war? Firstly, that life was so very
different in those early days. For instance Neil remembers
there being only three cars in the village around the time of
the outbreak of war. Secondly that Long Marston was
extraordinarily unlucky to be hit by bombs and a doodlebug in
such a remote part of the country. And thirdly, the
development of the village from those early days was driven
by the energy and commitment of a few families who worked
together to improve the lives of those who lived there.

This is Neil, just a little bit older than when the bomb fell!

Next month will feature another interview with a long
standing local resident, this time from Wilstone.
Wally Braginton describes how he and his new bride came to
live in Wilstone when it was being described as a ‘dying
village’ and how he has seen it transformed over 50 years
into a lively and well integrated community.

The Queens Head
Long Marston

Food served
Thursday, Friday 5-9pm
Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm
Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music
01296 668368

www.queensheadlongmarston.com
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Autumn

by Martin Winship

Autumn nodding o’er the yellow plain comes jovial
on.
James Thomson 1700 – 1748 from “Autumn”
EACH of the seasons has its own particular flavour – the cold
tang of frosty Winter days, the tingling promise of bursting
Spring, the full-blown sweet exuberance of Summer, and the
earthy mellowness of slow-burning Autumn. And as
September matures and prepares the way for October and
November, plans are once more made for changes of diet –
salad days are over, and rich thick stews with fat floating
dumplings take their place.
The possibilities of age-old festivals come back to mind once
more; those with children, or grandchildren – and some with
yet another generation after that – mull over the Halloween
surprises and treats to come. Contrary to a common
misconception, Halloween is not an American import; it
started in Britain with the tradition of “Soul Caking” (which
is often found referred to in journals of the 17th century). The
Trick or Treat aspect arrived in the USA with the many Irish
immigrants mid-19th century.
Soon after “All Souls” comes Guy Fawkes’ Night on the 5th
November, commemorating the failed Gunpowder Plot. My
woods near Newport Pagnell are on the old Gayhurst estate,
which once belonged to Everard Digby, one of the minor
conspirators in the scheme, and I sometimes fancy his
disappointed spirit still wanders amongst the trees. Autumn
straddles the Wheel of Life segments of Lammas, Mabon and
Sambain, and Mabon also means the Autumn Equinox. The
full moon following the equinox marks the first day of the
Ivy month in the old pagan tree calendar.
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run.
John Keats 1795 – 1821 from “To Autumn”
As though determined to give wildlife a fighting chance to
survive the approaching bleakness of the Winter months,
Autumn soon bedecks the hedgerows with a larder of fruits
and berries. The faded lace of elder is replaced by hangings
of beady black pearls, and while the bramble still puts forth
dainty pink and white flowers others have already
transformed into the multi-bobbled berries; green, red and
ripely black. Hawthorn and blackthorn have likewise tradedin their frost-like garments of white blossoms, and are
splashed and speckled instead with fruit; the blood-red haws
and the dark sloes – often paled by a bloom of natural yeast.
The wild roses have bloomed and faded, but are replaced by
fat red hips, hanging. like tiny early Christmas baubles from
the treacherous thorny runners. The horse chestnut trees so
recently splendid in their candles of pink or white now have
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Mine, all mine and none for the Editor!
the spiky green balls of conkers dangling – once irresistibly
enticing to small boys; perhaps they still are. Hazel nuts swell
into their green collars and in the Chiltern woods sweet
chestnuts are getting ready for a roasting – though they are
delicious eaten raw. Beneath these woodland trees toadstools
and fungus of every hue and shape are thrusting up through
the deep litter, fragrancing the air with their scent of decay.
And in the fields and meadows other fungi offer themselves
for early-risers.
there is a harmony in Autumn,
And a lustre in its sky.
Percy Bysshe Shelley 1792 – 1822 from “Hymn to
Intellectual Beauty”.
Recently I came across a giant puffball growing shyly, hidden
almost by the rank field-side grass, and carried my trove
home, where Maggy and I enjoyed it fried with scrambled
eggs, then battered and deep-fried with a bit of fish and some
chips, and finally as soup, which would knock the socks off
any lame tinned variety.
There are sites in the Ashridge estate where you can always
find parasol mushrooms at this time of year. I won’t tell you
where though. Of course, despite the great satisfaction and
sense of achievement derived from “food for free”, there are

some failures. You may recall my Longub Puttastone story
about how Siegfried’s attempt to brew nettle beer ended in
disaster; alas, the yarn was based faithfully on my own bitter
experience. A corner of our garden where the offensive
results were disposed of was killed, and had to be turned into
a sterile patch of gravel.
Oh, good gigantic smile o’ the brown old Earth,
This Autumn morning!
Elizabeth Barret Browning 1806 – 1861 from “James
Lee’s Wife”
Of course, it is not only the feathered and furred creatures that
take advantage of this bounty. The fat ripe blackberries find
their way into many an appetising pie, and mix very sociably
with apples in a warming crumble. It may not come as too
much of a surprise for you to discover that my own favourite
use for much of the wild provender is the production of wine.
Over the years I have made vintages from most of the
merchandise on offer; some has proved more successful,
more pleasing to the pallet (and stomach) than others.
Hawthorn, and rose hips too, produced a sup that was hardly
worth the effort, but blackberries make a jollop as good as
many a bottle of port. Both sloe and damson (and greengages
- if you can find any) make delightful comforters, perfect for
sipping by the fire on a cold winter’s evening. And let’s not
forget old elderberry, which makes a robust and flavoursome
tipple. I currently have five gallons of plum, a gallon of elder,
another 5 gallons of blackberry and two gallons of damson,
hubbling and bubbling in the demijohns, as the alchemy – for
turning juice into wine is surely more magic than science –
works its transmutation.
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“Beauty for some provides escape
Who gain a happiness in eyeing
The gorgeous buttocks of the ape
Or Autumn sunsets exquisitely dying”
Aldous Huxley 1894 – 1963 from “Ninth Philosopher’s
Song”
“When melancholy Autumn comes to Wembley,
And electric trains are lighted after tea”
Sir John Betjeman 1906 – 1984 from “Harrow-on-theHill”
Never mind. The careful cropping of lavender heads and their
subsequent thorough drying, and packing into neat handsewn bags to go into drawers and cupboards by my wife
Maggy, has left our house once more with the sweet smell of
success.

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding Tyres Wheels balanced Batteries Exhausts Diagnostic Tuning Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs
Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

JOBS FOR JO
No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you
Garden tidying – regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620
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Siegfried Gets Phat A Story of Longub Puttastone
THERE had been much heated debate over the proposal for a
custom designed BMX facility – a so-called Pump Track – to
be built on some spare land at the remote end of the recreation
ground (the “rec”) in Longub Puttastone. The younger parents
tended naturally to have lots of empathy with and sympathy
for the wishes of their children, who complained frequently
that there was “nothing to do” in the village, while the more
mature residents tended to take a rather curmudgeonly stance.
“We had to make our own entertainment when we were
children” they would point out. Old Siegfried was, perhaps
inevitably, one of the most intransigent and adamant in his
opposition to the whole idea of a “magnet for hooligans and
louts”. He was convinced the proposed pump track would
prove to be just that. He was not a voice crying in the
wilderness either; many others shared his concerns, but the
complaints and objections from him and the other likeminded residents were eventually over-ruled by the
favourable response of the majority. The track was installed.
It was an immediate and resounding success, in as much as it
proved immensely popular with village children of all ages.
They turned up on their BMXs, their mountain bikes, scooters
and skates. Some of them even brought along radio controlled
cars and trucks and tested their skills on the curves and
bumps. Many of the younger ones, unfortunately, could not
resist the temptation, and had no hesitation in digging into the
freshly banked soil beside the jumps and tracks, much to the
annoyance of their older siblings. And when the children were
at school during the day, the track was discovered by dogwalkers who took great delight in confusing their eager
hounds with the unpredictable bouncing of a thrown ball.
Admittedly, there was an occasional bit of litter left lying
about (even though a convenient bin had been set up close by)
and from time to time a less than diligent dog owner would let
the side down and leave an unscooped poop in a very
inconvenient place, but the dire prognostications of Siegfried
and his ilk proved to be without foundation. There was no
excessive noise, very little bad language, and no substance
abuse. The only downside that materialised was an occasional
grazed knee or an odd bruise, which dismayed only the more
protective, less robust parents.
One day, when Old Siegfried was returning leisurely from a
morning spent on his allotment, with his second-best fork
resting on his shoulder, he found himself at the entrance to the
rec., and glancing across, he observed a gang of boys and
girls busy on the pump track. He stopped, then wandered over
to take a closer look, slowly shaking his head in the manner
of one who is still convinced that, all evidence to the contrary,
he was right about the undesirability of the track. The
children were all from the village and Siegfried recognised
every one of them. Individually they would not normally have
said boo to a goose, but numbers give confidence and
boldness, and Siegfried was taken aback when one of them
(he did not see which) called out
“Not for Old Men Siggy!”
Siegfried was immediately annoyed and indignant. “If my old
bike hadn’t been damaged I’d show you young devils a thing
or two!” he informed them. One of the girls (rather pert, on a
bright pink bike with ribbons on the handle bars) skidded to a
halt in front of Siegfried and deftly dismounted. She tilted her
machine towards him.
“You can borrow mine. If you dare?” she said with an
irritating smirk.
Village News

by Martin Winship

Siegfried slowly took the allotment fork off his shoulder and
deliberately thrust the tines into the turf. Almost instantly
regretting it, he accepted the challenge and took the proffered
bike by the beribboned handle bars. He stepped over and
squatted on the very low saddle.
“Right. I’ll show you”. He stamped down hard on the pedal
and was away.
He was astonished at how fast he found himself going so
quickly. Before he had a chance to get himself used to this
novel machine he was almost on the first impossibly sharp
banked corner. Out of an instinct for self-preservation he tried
to throw himself off, but as he tilted over to do so he was into
the bend. The tilt saved his bacon. He zipped round the corner
faster than any of the children had ever seen anyone do
before. They gasped.
In a state of shock, Siegfried noticed two things; Alice Ball
was now standing near the track, watching him, and he was
bearing down on the enormous central jump. Without
thinking, he turned to look at Alice – at the exact moment that
he hit the jump and flew into the air. His turning towards
Alice caused the pink BMX and its rider to perform a perfect
“360” and he and machine came down on the other side of the
jump in a superb 2-point landing, now going faster than ever.
He saw he was racing straight at the steeply banked track at
the end of the circuit, and did the only thing he could. He shut
his eyes. He hit the curving bank at a terrific speed, and rising
majestically, like E.T., he and his bike described a beautiful
arch, and made an abrupt landing in the hedge at the border of
the rec.
Alice and the gang arrived at the same time. Siegfried was
aware of a jumbled cacophony of voices.
“Siegfried! You silly old fool – are you hurt?”
“Wow! Way to go!”
“My bike! My bike! You’ve wrecked my bike!”
“Come out of there and let me look at you!”
“Did you see the Phat Air he got?”
“You’ve bent my front wheel!”
With some considerable difficulty Siegfried and the pink bike
were extricated from the hedge. Alice examined him, and was
greatly relieved to find him unharmed, other than a scratch or
two, and a rent in his trousers in a regrettable place – which
was more than likely already there before his rendezvous with
the bushes. (The bike too, on closer inspection, was found to
be undamaged). Siegfried retrieved his fork, and as he set off
for home, he found himself the centre of an admiring gang of
boys and girls who seemed to regard him as some kind of
hero.
It was remarked in the days that followed, that Old Siegfried
had bought himself a new cap, which for reasons known only
to himself, he wore back-to-front, and he was spotted from
time to time shaking his hand, trying to make a snapping
sound with his fingers.
One evening, in the Half Head, after perhaps one pint of Old
and Nasty too many, he actually called Thomas “dude”, and
later that same evening after another pint or two, he confided,
with a knowing wink to Jake, that he considered Alice Ball to
be “Well Wicked”.

The Puttenham Page …
St. Mary’s Church – New Service Time
For the time being, the only service at St.Mary’s will be

Evensong at 3.30 p.m.
On the fourth Sunday of each month
(using the “traditional language” i.e. BCP)

We are singing again, the organ is back in action, and afternoon tea &
cakes are served after the service. Please join us if you do not already
come to St. Mary’s. You will be most welcome.

A new venture for Puttenham. The first ever …

COFFEE MORNING
Every Thursday morning between 10.30 and 12 noon
All welcome. Time for a chat, to meet friends and catch up on local news
(Although tea/coffee/refreshments are free, a small donation would be much appreciated)

A change from our usual format and month …

HARVEST LUNCH &
HARVEST SERVICE
Lunch is 1.30 p.m. for 1.45 p.m. £10 per person. Please book in via the Tring
Team Parish website. You may also book through Christine: 07514 548289.
Don’t forget to tell us if you have any special dietary requirements.
The Harvest Service will commence at 3.30 p.m. We hope you will make it
an afternoon at Puttenham, but you can attend either event separately if you wish.
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The dilemma of the friendly dog
READERS may recall stories of my walking escapades;
getting lost, being stuck in the mud and upsetting cricketers
by walking behind the bowler’s arm. This article covers
another challenge that this regular walker faces, how to deal
with the many dogs, and their owners, that one comes across
while out walking.
First I must make a confession; I am not a dog lover or an
animal lover and it has been a burden for me over the years. I
think it was all started by a dog that my family acquired
during my early childhood. It started as a lovely little puppy,
grew up into a massive and scary bulldog/boxer cross and
once justifiably bit me when I tried to remove a bone that it
had stolen from the table.
My failure to love canines nearly cost me my wife Jenny,
when, in the early stages of our relationship, her mother
advised her not to marry someone who doesn’t love animals.
And this failure has also caused me to receive many
disapproving looks and critical comments over the years,
including from my own children. But what can you do, fake
it? Hardly likely to be sustainable or credible over a lifetime.
Another factor is that, unlike most people, I don’t get the
attraction. I’m much too logical about the trade-offs between
dirty floors, pooh bags, loud barking, kennel costs,
restrictions on travel and stolen food; as opposed to ??? I just
don’t see too many pros to match the cons. I realise that this
makes me part of a weird minority and I don’t normally
confess as I am doing now but someone has to stick up for us
non-dog lovers.
You might argue that, if I tried living with dogs, it might
convert me to the majority dog-loving view. In response I can
report that I have been living with rescue dogs – at one stage
four - in the house for the 50+ years of our marriage, until
about two years ago. I did this for the love of my wife and
children – no lack of affection there – but my view has never
changed; I still couldn’t understand their obsession though I
often enjoyed watching them experience it. The dog-free
existence of the last two years has, I should mention, only
been achieved by doing a deal with my better half; another
horse in exchange for a dog-free life.
Hopefully this background will help readers to understand my
dilemma when walking in the local fields and sharing the
lovely footpaths with other walkers and their dogs. The main
problem with dog walker/owners is that they do not realise
that others may not love their dog quite as much as they do.
Nor do we want to be told how friendly they really are, even
when barking and jumping up at you. To quote that wise and
frequently heard observation when dogs run amok; it’s not the
dogs but the owners that are the problem.
My many encounters with dogs and owners during miles of
walking around local footpaths have enabled me to produce a
classification system, starting with the most pleasant and
going downhill from there:
1, Dog on lead, no attempt to attack; my response - a broad
smile from me for both owner and dog, the nearest I can get
to faking it
2. Dog off lead but completely ignoring me; my response relief and a slightly less broad smile
3.Dog off lead and coming up to me tail wagging, looking for
affection; my response; embarrassment, slight pat on head and
quick exit
4. Dog on lead but straining to get at me; my response –
backing away in terror and a scowl for the owner
5. The worst scenario which is much too common and a
source of constant fear; dog off lead, tail not wagging,
approaching aggressively, barking loudly, snapping away at
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your feet, ignoring the shouts of the owner to leave me alone;
my response – I stand, transfixed in terror, scowling at the
owner and making justified comments about their lack of
ability to control their pet.
The responses of the owners to my advice that perhaps an out
of control dog should be kept on a lead, are interesting.
Rarely do I get the response that would calm me down; for
example ‘awfully sorry about what happened, shouldn’t have
let him off the lead’. More often they just smile indulgently
and even suggest that it’s somehow my fault; it’s ‘because
you were wearing a red hat’ was one response; ‘you were
walking too fast’ from another. Almost universal is the classic
– he won’t hurt you, he’s really very friendly, he’s only
playing etc. On occasions I have even been reprimanded for
daring to suggest that they should feel responsible for my
being attacked.
I’m quite sure that those readers from the dog loving
community have already written me off as a miserable,
whingeing dog-hater who deserves no sympathy. But maybe
there are a few who also don’t get the ever increasing
obsession with dog ownership which seems to have increased
exponentially during lockdown, particularly in my own
extended family. But bear in mind that I love all children,
value family above all else, work for charities and cry at any
soppy film that has a happy ending. But, sorry, try as I may, I
could never love your ever friendly dog the way you do.
PS from Jenny;
After 56 years of marriage, I am now beginning to
wonder if maybe I should have followed my
mother’s advice!

Local names and numbers
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team
Special Sergeant Nigel Lacey, PC Lazarus Clark, PCSO
Martin Leadbetter, PCSO Robert Gilyen
01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services
01442 228000
Call the police if you see a crime being committed.
Reports of river flooding
Environment Agency
0845 988 1188
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter
07514 548289
Cubs and Scouts
Jane Dawson
07759 888085
LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs
01296 661021
St Cross Wilstone
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
Churchwarden Ken Martin
01442 822894
St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis
01442 822170
Churchwarden Christine Rutter
07514 548289
All Saints Long Marston
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
01442 822170
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Steven Godwin
07487 852830
Email:
smgodwin55@gmail.com
Clerk to the Parish Council
Chloe Collins
email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Villages Warden
Colin Reedman
01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann
01296 668548
Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles
chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams
07925 185311
Long Marston Tennis Club
Jackie Anwyl
01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman
01296 668054
Long Marston School
01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
Gagan Mohindra MP
020 7219 3000
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk
Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge
07719434620
Village News Colin Moor e
01442
826976
Whitchurch Morris Men
John Bush
01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Ruth Patterson
01296 660101
Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings: Tony Short
01442 823096
WI Sue Bar r aclough
01296
668272
Wilstone Community Shop
01442 891167
Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.
editorwlmp@yahoo.com
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Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.
Send your editorial contributions,
articles, event notices, news and pictures
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower
case)

Deadline for items to go in the November
edition is: Wednesday 20 October 2021.
The editor will be Colin Davenport

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home
in Tring Rural parish.
Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056

You can always find a copy of Village
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me

More from the Wilstone family rounders with photos be Tessa Simmons, where else can you find some?
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The Night Bus
ANOTHER one of my many exotic travels happened this
weekend. While we only drove 40 minutes it felt like we had
been transported to another country as we stayed on a green
bus. While this does sound quite random there is a perfectly
good reason for such a peculiar hotel. My dad is an avid bus
fan and has probably visited every bus museum in the UK but
his favourite are green buses. For him it brings back a
nostalgia of going on the bus to school. This was the highlight
of his childhood, as everyone else on the school bus went to
an all-girls school resulting in tons of cards on valentine’s
day. This is why we decided to book a weekend on a green
bus.
We were all massively exited, especially my dad as the only
thing he had been told, was to pack a bag for two nights.
When we showed up there, it was incredible. Outside, the bus
looked brand new and the interior was even more stunning. It
was incredible how they could fit a kitchen, living room, and
dining area downstairs and upstairs three lovely bedrooms and
a bathroom. Outside It was completed with a barbeque and
even a ping pong table.
To make the most of the place we had a late barbeque as well
as multiple ping pong matches. The beds were very
comfortable but unsurprisingly the rooms were tiny, having

 Mayday 
Two-way easy chocolate chip cookies
These chocolate chip cookies are delicious. They can also
easily be made vegan by using dairy free margarine and dairy
free chocolate chips.
Makes 14 large cookies or 30 mini cookies
150g Self Raising Flour
100g Butter/Margarine
50g Soft brown Sugar (Caster sugar can also be used)
2tbp Golden Syrup (Honey can be used)
100g Chocolate Chips
Pre-heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/Gas Mark 4.
Line two pans with baking sheets.
Beat the sugar and butter together until creamy.
Mix in the golden syrup.
Work in most of the flour slowly until combined, the work in
the rest until it forms a dough.
Mix in the chocolate chips.
Roll into roughly 14/30 balls. If making normal cookies
flatten them slightly before putting on the sheets.
Bake the minis for 5 minutes and larger cookies for 9-12
minutes. Take out when pale golden.
Top Tip- if baking by yourself – clear up kitchen to please
your parents.

space just to squeeze in the mattress. In the morning we went
on a walk at a National Trust property to help fuel my parents’
addiction to manor houses and gardens. It was surprisingly a
lot funnier than I had anticipated. We completed the day with
another barbeque, reluctant to let any of the food go to waste.
Then, as we had just got used to “the bus life” it was time to
depart and go back home.
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Fake or Fact?

Cat owners find their cat at their doorway a day after its
cremation.
After an emotional cremation for a family’s cat they returned
home to a surprise. They discovered that the dead cat they
had cremated was not actually theirs as they found their cat
by the front door.
Fact. The dead cat was luckily returned to its original owners.

