
December  2020 Village News 
Your independent village 
magazine - produced and  
delivered free to every 
home in the Tring Rural 
villages entirely by local 
volunteers. 

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone 

 

Special features 
 Holly                      7 
 Cherish                  14 

 Recipe                   19 

 From the Vicarage 21 
 Highways               24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We depend on readers’ 

articles and pictures. 
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In Gubblecote we decided we must 

try to get vehicles to slow down on 

Lukes Lane. 

 

As we were refused a community 

speed camera, although we had 

many signatures, we decided to 

create some figures with the help of 

neighbours to place on the roadside 

in an effort to slow the traffic down 

for the safety of us all. 

 

Everyone has said we need to get an 

article in the village news to explain 

our reasons. 

 

I decided I would compose a silly 

poem  to help. 

 

Turn to page 2 and be excited by the  

verse. 

Three strange apparitions appear in Gubblecote 

(and a poem)                        by Malcolm J “Mac” Maclean                      
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The next edition will be for February 2021 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 20 January  

There will be no issue in January 2021 

Community Shop Wilstone  
New opening hours 

Monday—Friday8.00 am—2 pm 

Saturdays 7.30—1 pm Sundays 9.00—12 pm 

Three strange apparitions appear in Gubblecote!! (continued) 

No matter how much we all complain 

The cars keep zooming down Lukes Lane 

The police don't want a camera there 

Let's face it they don't really care. 

So to do the best that we all can 

We have thought up a cunning plan 

 

We'll create some figures to stand there 

To give the speeders a real good scare 

We'll give them clothes so they look real 

So others know just how we feel 

 

When cars and vans go racing by 

Within the twinkling of an eye 

All ignoring the 30 rule 

 on their way to work or school 

As we shout out "please take care 

 there are young children over there" 

"Remember when you take those bends 

 some of us have four legged friends" 

 

So we got together to form the plan 

We'd create two women and one man 

They would need to be able to stand up tall 

So people could see them after all 

 

We knew their spines should be firm and good 

Let's carve their backbone out of wood 

We really needed a decent job 

So where else to go to but our Bob. 

 

Zuzana found some nice old clothes 

Mark said "hey you can't use those 

let's nick Wendy's washing off her line 

we want the models to look fine" 

and in the end we all agreed 

it was worth it to cut down the speed 

 

Zuzana said "to do this well we need help from 

Jasmine and Isabelle" 

We made them tall so they stood out and we used 

leaves to make them stout. 

Of course they all had to have names, Charles for 

the man, but what for the dames? 

                                                           

We decided on Sophia and Lynda too  

as she looked so lethal 

What else could we do? 

 

So as you enter Lukes lane on the left you will see 

Sophia as beautiful as can be 

Because she has such lovely red hair  

we had to place her over there 

 

Lethal Lynda's on the right just by the stream 

Her arms outstretched as in a dream 

She's leaning just a bit askew 

We really think she's had a few 

 

A little further on you'll see 

 Charles leaning up against a tree 

His moustache glistens in the sun 

Isabelle made sure it was well done 

Jasmine thought glow paint would be quite a lark 

So we could see them in the dark. 

 

The three hold signs to let you all know 

The speed you are supposed to go 

and ask you kindly to slow down 

through our village as you would in a town. 

 

So when you pass our figures three 

What we'd really love to see  

you take it easy and have care 

If you drive safely you'll get there 

and one more thing we'd like to note 

Do it everywhere 

Not just Gubblecote! 
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Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

As the song goes (as indeed does my grandson) “All I 

want for Christmas is my two front teeth.” 

Sadly I am a little bit greedier. A release from 

lockdown, seeing friends again, the reopening of the 

Half Moon, trying to play golf, the start of the Wilstone 

film nights, being allowed into Church —the list is 

endless. But probably the biggest wish is for a proper 

family Christmas. I hope I am not being too greedy. 

 

After months without much going on there are three 

events advertised this month which, with luck, will 

happen. The march of the Wilstone singers, the Tring 

Christmas Festival and the “Horti” Santa on his Sleigh. 

All need our support and should bring a smile to our 

faces. 

 

Lastly from all at the Village News team have a great 

Christmas and a happy, Covid free, prosperous New 

Year.  

Editor this month: John McCall 
 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 

and Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07444 747010 

email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com 

Team organiser 

Jean Fox    01442 825846 
 

Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk 

You can always find a copy of the magazine 
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever 
you are. 

Below is a list of the Services for the Village churches for 

December – these could change so please check online at 

www.tringteamparish.org.uk/christmas or phone the 

Rectory on 01442 822170 

 

We also will have live streamed services online so please 

take a look  

 

Please remember you MUST book for live services and 

face coverings MUST be worn in church 

 

We do not yet have a rota for January 2021 so please 

refer to our website.  

 

Also see the poster on page 5 
 

6th Dec 2020–Advent 2 
10.00am – Holy Communion All Saints service at All Saints, 

Long Marston 
 

8th Dec 2020 

10.00am – Morning Prayer at St Cross, Wilstone 
  

13th Dec 2020 –Advent 3 
3.30pm – BCP HC at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 
 

15th Dec 2020 
10.00am – Holy Communion, at St Cross, Wilstone 
 

20th Dec 2020 – Advent 4 
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston 

3.30pm – Service at St Mary’s, Puttenham - tbc 
 

22nd Dec 2020 
10.00am – Morning Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 
 

24th Dec 2020 –Christmas Eve 
4.00pm – Crib Service at All Saints, Long Marston  

7.00pm – Carol Service at St Cross, Wilstone 

9.00pm – Midnight Service at St Mary’s, Puttenham  
 

25th Dec 2020 – Christmas Day 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

10.00am – Holy Communion  at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at 
any of the services. 
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What’s on  

Would you like deliveries? 
rice www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489 

 Mark Wheeler – Milkman – milk eggs bread etc - 

07850 329560 

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc All of 

these outlets will deliver   

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all sorts - 

01442 825667 or email fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com   

Mead’s Farm Shop deliver for over 70's and vulnerable,  

pet foods 

info@pemeadandsons.co.uk  

 Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta             

07842 426793 

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver with 15% off using 

NIGHTIN20· - https://www.cookfood.net            

Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg                    

 Call Vanessa 07921 172642 

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover - for awesome cheeses· 

& deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296-585022   

Wild & Game - delicious! https://www.wildandgame.co.uk 

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://

www.donaldrussell.com 

Victory Hall - Long Marston 
Although the hall has been ‘dark’ during the lock down we 

will be taking provisional bookings from September onwards 

and, as the social distancing rules are gradually eased, we 

look forward to welcoming old friends and new. 

 

Facilities include a large hall with stage and lighting rig 

available for hire. There is a fully equipped kitchen as well as 

tables and chairs. 

 

The ideal venue for societies, clubs, informal groups, parties 

and live music. 

For details and availability please contact Gillie Mann:  

gilliemann@gmail.com 

Please be aware that times quoted in some of the 

regular adverts may not be relevant at the 

current  time. It is always worthwhile 

telephoning such as pubs, jazzercize etc. 

JOIN IN AS THE WILSTONE SINGERS 

TRAVEL THROUGH THE VILLAGE 

 

 
 

Sing Wilstone will be singing carols 

around the village from 6.30pm on  

Tuesday 15th December 

 
Our route will be 6.30pm at Grange Road,  

 

6.50pm at the village hall, 

 

7.10pm at the war memorial,  

 

7.30pm outside The Half Moon 

 

Strict distancing rules will be in place 

 

It would be great if you could pop out to see us 

from your door or garden and join in the singing 

too! 

  

Diary Dates.. 
Sat 12 Dec—Sun 13 Dec 

Tring together Christmas weekend 

See article on page 19 

Monday 14 December  

Santa on his sleigh 

See advert on page 27 

Tuesday 15 December 

Sing Wilstone walkabout 6.30pm 

See below 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 

 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 

Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 
 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 

HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 

Good’                                                                    

December 

2016. 

*Tax-free 

vouchers,  

 

*30Hours and 

County funding 

registered. 

 

Could you be a News Reporter? 
 

Village News is in great need of  additional reporters to 

cover not only the ever growing number of local events 
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal 

slant on village life. 
 

No previous experience is required and the amount of 

time given would depend purely on individual  
circumstances. 

If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on 
01442 826976 
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Holly                                                                                                                                       by Martin Winship 

ENGLISH holly (ILEX AQUIFOLIUM) is but one of some 

400 species spread around the world, but its prolonged  

cultivation has produced dozens of varieties with different 

forms, leaves and berries. Crossed with the Azores holly 

(ILEX PERADO) another range of hybrids has been  

produced (HIGHCLARES). Holly trees are usually male or 

female, and only the females bear the berries. When left to 

grow without clipping an English holly can grow to over 70 

feet tall and as much as 11 feet round. The flowers, which are 

small and white with four petals, grow in short stiff clusters 

from May through to August. Once pollinated, they develop 

into bright red berries (though some cultivars have glorious 

yellow fruit). These berries are quite poisonous to people but 

are eagerly eaten by various birds and small mammals like 

wood mice and dormice, and represent an important winter 

food supply. 

 

Despite the poisonous nature of holly berries, they were 

recommended in the 19th century “Robinson’s New Family 

Herbal” as being good for the colic, as they “expel wind”. This 

remarkable book also suggests that “10 or 12 of them are 

generally sufficient to act on the bowels”, as they act as an 

emetic and diuretic, and the juice to be beneficial in cases of 

jaundice. A decoction of the leaves and the bark was held to 

be an excellent fomentation for broken bones, while an 

infusion of the leaves was given in cases of  

catarrh, gout, pleurisy and small pox. This learned volume 

ridiculed the old belief of Pliny that the branches of the holly 

tree protected houses from lightning. Research has now shown 

that the spines on the leaves can indeed act as miniature 

lightning conductors, providing protection both for the tree 

and nearby structures! 

 

Pliny also believed that holly provided protection from 

witchcraft. It was considered bad luck to cut down a holly tree, 

and when a hedge was trimmed back the holly was left 

untouched – to obstruct the paths of witches who were known 

to run along the tops of hedges. The Duke of Argyll even 

ordered that the route of a new road was altered to avoid the 

felling of a veteran holly tree in 1861. The white, close-

grained wood was thought to have “an affinity for control”, 

particularly for horses, and in the eighteenth  

century hundreds of thousands of coppiced holly stems were 

used to make whips for ploughmen and coachmen. Holly was 

brought into homes to brighten the short dark days of Yule, 

and to protect the occupants from malevolent faeries. The 

ancient Celts held that the Holly King ruled from the summer 

solstice to the winter solstice, only to be ousted by the Oak 

King in an endless cycle of victory and defeat. The use of 

holly decoration was carried on into the Christian era, with the 

prickly leaves said to represent the Crown of Thorns, and the 

red berries the Blood of Christ. 

 

Apart from its Christmas “decking” duty, holly’s main use is 

forming dense, impenetrable hedges. When the future Peter 

the Great of Russia stayed at John Evelyn’s house in England 

(he had come to study ship building) he virtually destroyed the 

magnificent gardens; the only survivor being a holly hedge, 

nine feet high and 400 feet long! Holly also proved to be a 

valuable winter food for livestock (some farmers even had 

special grinders to make the leaves more palatable). 

 Much holly has been coppice, to provide not only animal 

fodder, but also a supply of the excellent white wood, which 

has been used for chess pieces and tool handles. The wood can 

take a very high polish, and is valued for making furniture and 

ornamental inlay work such as Tunbridge wear. It is also used 

in engraving work, and for making superb walking sticks. 

                                                Solution on  page 23 

No 144  Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 
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Know your editorial team                                                                    by Alan Warner 

MY interview with John McCall had to be on Zoom for 

two reasons. First it was during the latest lockdown 

period and second John was still at his other home in 

Majorca, before coming home a few days later to edit 

this newsletter. After he described the current climate in 

Majorca and I look at the miserable weather here right 

now, this seems a noble sacrifice. 
 

As John started to tell me about his early life, it became 

clear that there were three in this interview. What  

initially started as some low volume prompting and 

nudging, soon became helpful extra contributions, as 

John’s wife Irene made it a delightful three way  

conversation. Irene explained that John doesn’t like 

talking about himself and her interventions were  

necessary to get a full picture. I readily agreed and, 

though I never got to see Irene, her reassurances,  

different perspectives – and occasional corrections - 

added much value.  

. 

John’s mother came originally from Tipperary in Ireland 

but met and married John’s father in north London,  

allowing John to claim that he was born within the sound 

of Bow Bells (he admits to some poetic licence in this 

claim). 
 

At the age of ten, John went to a boarding school – 

Ratcliffe College – and stayed there until he left at 

eighteen. His most pleasant memories are those of the 

various sporting activities that were encouraged at the 

school – particularly his favourite sport rugby but also 

tennis, swimming and hockey. The choice of boarding 

school was not the result of a particularly well-off family -  

it was more to do with his mother’s determination to give 

her  son the best possible chance in life. Definitely the 

advantage of being the only son of an Irish mother. 
 

John, like many A level students at that time, did not go 

to University but instead entered the world of work  

directly by joining the Dutch company C & A which had a 

highly successful operation in Europe as retailers of 

cheap (sorry, good value) clothing.  
 

At the age of nineteen, John was occupying the  

company flat in Kensington but was soon  dispatched to 

spend a year each in Belfast and Edinburgh and  

finally 5 years in Glasgow, where he met Irene O’Hara 

who was to become his wife in 1971. Their first child 

Johnnie was born in Glasgow about a year later and, 

after a move to C & A’s offices in London, the newly 

married couple bought a house in Boxmoor that was to 

become their home for the next 32 years. Three more 

children - Mark, Derah and Claire - came along in  

subsequent years and John recalls with pride how he 

was able to forecast their gender each time. 
 

John moved up the hierarchy at C & A, from trainee 

buyer to buyer to team leader and eventually to  

European Head of Buying. He recalls that, while still in 

his twenties, he travelled extensively particularly Europe, 

India and the Far 

East. Irene 

commented what 

a ‘lucky man’ John 

was to be in a 

responsible job 

and loving every 

minute.  
 

The love affair did 

not continue 

forever. The last 

and most senior 

role did not 

provide the same 

buzz as his more 

direct involvement 

in buying and 

when C & A 

closed down their 

UK operation in 

2001, John decided to take early retirement after 38 

years with the company. 
 

 He then set up his own trading company which was 

successful but after 2 years had to decide whether to 

take it to the next level and probably die of stress or 

retire fully. He had no regrets about taking the second 

option. 
 

John and Irene then began to question whether  

Boxmoor was the right place for their retirement and 

began a search for the ideal location to move to. Their 

research kept coming back to the same conclusion; that 

a country village was the right place to be and that 

Wilstone ticked every box, in particular its strong sense 

of community. They moved in 2006.The McCalls have 

never regretted their choice and love their life in  

Wilstone very much. 
 

John enjoys playing golf at Stocks GC near Aldbury 

where he has been the seniors captain. A few beers and 

a bit of banter and “having a laugh” are to him an 

essential part of life as is the camaraderie of the Half 

Moon. His other interests are gardening, cryptic 

crosswords and especially family and his 5 

grandchildren. 
 

An added bonus is their home in Majorca where they 

spend usually about 100 days in the year, including 

longer spells in June and September. This second home 

has become a feature of their family life; not only have 

their children all enjoyed the delights of Spanish 

weather, food and culture but it is also part of the lives of 

their grandchildren who have all enjoyed wonderful times 

there. During his recent visit John was surprised at how 

quiet everything was and noted how the wearing of 

masks has become the norm for everyone over there. 
 

 When reading this edition, readers should all remember 

that John and Irene gave up the sun and peace of 

Majorca to come home and do his duty for the village! 

John and Irene enjoying lockdown 
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The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   

 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

 
Name: ………………………………………….. 
 

I live locally in:  Wilstone / Long Marston / Gubblecote / 

Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope  - please circle as appropriate  
 

My phone number is: ………………………………………. 

If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can help 

with: 

Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone Community Shop, or 

if  not available  we will try elsewhere. 
 

Posting mail                                                 

Urgent supplies                                                                      

A friendly phone call from someone in the villages  

 Please get someone to drop this form into the 

community shop, and we will contact you to get to 

know your needs. 
 

This is a voluntary community service provided by Wilstone 

Community Shop in these difficult times. We will do our  

best to help you, for free.   

Hello! If you are self-isolating, we can 

help you. 



Village News 

Page 10 December 2020 

From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting  

Not such an extraordinary 
experience 
 
WHEN I received the last minute call to be the reporter of a 
quickly arranged ‘Extraordinary Meeting’ of the Tring and 
District Parish Council, I felt a tingle of excitement. I knew 
that one of the regular meetings was already fixed in around 
two weeks’ time, so what could this one be about? Maybe 
mass resignations of the Council after a major scandal? A 
challenge to the Chair by a rebellious ginger group?  
The reality proved to be much more prosaic. When I received 
the agenda at the last minute, it showed that the meeting was 
about a number of planning applications, eighteen in total. At 
previous meetings, these have not been the most exciting 
items on the agenda and I began to think that I might be 
slightly less bored watching England struggling to score 
against Iceland.  

In the event however, the issues and the debate proved to 
exceed my expectations for quality and interest. One positive 
factor was that the still virtual meeting was on Zoom rather 
than the unlamented ‘Blue Jeans’ system, so at least the 
technology worked well. The Chairman went through the 
eighteen headings and quickly narrowed it down to the three 
that were likely to prove contentious. Eight applications had 
already been granted so it was agreed that there was little point 
in spending time on these. Of the others, seven were agreed to 
be acceptable without debate so all the remaining time was to 
be spent on the ‘big three’. 

Of the three projects, one was in Puttenham and two were in 
Wilstone so those of us from far off Long Marston sometimes 
had difficulty in following the detailed issues raised. The first 
project to be discussed was the proposal to build seven new 
houses at Old Rectory Farm in Puttenham. There was no 
objection to the six houses that were conversions of existing 
farm buildings but Councillor Chalmers expressed concern 
about the seventh property which would be built on green field 
land. He also expressed doubt about the plans for parking, 
storm water drainage and road construction which should be 
laid out now, rather than at the design stage. It was agreed that 
a response should be prepared, making these points to 
Dacorum Planning Dept.  

The second project was a larger development of 28 residential 
dwellings on land off Tring Road in Wilstone. Councillor Fox 
expressed concern that, despite our previous objections to this 
project because of it being contrary to existing countryside 
policy, the impression is that it is being ‘pushed through’ more 
quickly than other projects, with tests already being carried 
out on site. It seems possible that planning permission might 
go through in December. There are also concerns about the 
high water table which needs further consultation with the 
Local Flood Authority and other agencies.  

It was agreed that Councillor Chalmers would develop a form 
of words, summarising these concerns, to be added as official 
responses to the planning application (he initially agreed to do 
this by 1 o’clock in the morning but then backtracked to 9 
o’clock!). In addition a letter would be sent to Robert 
Freeman, Lead Planning Officer, copied to his boss, James 
Doe. Councillor Fox is also to attend the December Planning 
Meeting and will be able to reinforce these objections.  

The third and final debate was about the proposal to change 
the use of the ground floor of the Old Post Office in Wilstone 
from retail to residential accommodation. The Chairman very 
quickly confirmed that this was about the former antiques 
shop and would not impact the existing village shop, at which 
point I heaved a big sigh of relief. The shop is a source of 
great admiration and jealousy for us ‘shop-less’ residents of 
Long Marston.  

The council members seemed to be in full agreement with the 
proposal, the only reservation being that we might need to 
provide certain assurances if there are any problems with 
planning permission. These included the possible provision of 
a parking space and confirmation that there is no loss of retail 
business and that there is no detrimental impact on 
architecture.  

So a not so extraordinary but overall quite interesting meeting 
which was, in its own way, impressive. Councillors seem to 
care about the environment and find the right balance between 
the imperative to build more homes and the need to protect the 
impact on the lives of local residents. 

Beacon Villages Community Library 
RESERVE & COLLECT SERVICE  

DURING LOCKDOWN 2  
To request books or pre-book a session on the library computer, email the Library, or telephone 

 during the revised opening hours below: 
Tuesdays 2 – 5pm 

Thursdays 2 – 5 pm 
Saturday 21st November and  
5th December 10am – 1pm 

     Please include a contact number, you will be notified when your items are ready for collection. 
Books may be returned to the drop box when the Town Hall Foyer is open. 

Beacon Villages Community Library, Old Town Hall, High Street Ivinghoe LU7 9EP   
01296 387 890  www. bvcl.org.uk  info@bvcl.org.uk 
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Tring Rural Parish Council 
contacts 
Your Parish Councillors are:     

Steven Godwin(Chairman)       07487852830 

smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Nigel Fox     01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  

Doug Chalmers          07885 962818 

Mary Davis           075160344248 

Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Jean Fox   01442 825846 

Jean.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Chloe Collins    07516 344248  

clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  
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                         Bethany Mead  

 

I work from my treatment room in Wilstone, as well as 

mobile in the local area. 

 

 Massage - Deep Tissue  Massage  - Reflexology 

 Facials  - Manicure  - Pedicure - Gels 

 Gift Vouchers 

 07935 821846  BMTreatments@gmail.com 

JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 
Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 

near Tring and 

Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 

New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 
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Gublecote’s phantom Black Dog  
AS an addendum to John Noakes’ The last Witch Hunt.  It has been claimed that 

you if you walk down Luke’s Lane around midnight on moonlit night to the spot 

where Thomas Colley was hung in chains you may be confronted by a fierce 

large black dog. Now I can’t say that I know anyone who has actually seen this 

apparition, but similar tales from all parts of the country are often related to such 

gruesome events. 

However I think there may be another reason at play here. You may look no fur-

ther than Tring Brewery and its Strong Ruby Ale, named Colley’s Dog! I not sure 

that Colley had a dog but does that matter? I guess with a few bottles of this 

strong ale under your belt you would not only see the fierce black dog but also 

hear Colley’s chains rattling in the breeze. If not you only have to look at the la-

bel and use your imagination.  

Thanks to Tony Marshall for bring this little snippet our attention. 

Cherish                                                                                                                                     by Gill Macdonald 

It‘s hard no impossible 
To cherish 
Every moment 
Of every single day 
Life inevitably gets in the way 
 

It’s an up and down 
Backwards and forwards 
Slippery kind of thing 
This living 
 

But that doesn’t stop us 
Trying  
Doesn’t prevent us  
From loving  
And giving 
 

As someone wise 
Once said 
You’re a long time 
Dead 
 

Life is fragile, short 
It can slip through  
Your hands 
Like silver sand 
 

The people you love 
Here one moment 
Gone the next 
Sometimes sooner than you expect 
So, cherish them 
 

And cherish yourself 
You’re finer, wiser,  
Better than you think 
And you can’t do it 
Without loving yourself  
just that little bit  
 

So let’s cut ourselves some slack  
And others too 
For we’re all just humans 
In the human zoo 
And cherish 

And make the most 
Of our time  
Laugh, play, dance,  
Communicate  
Take a chance 
 

For being happy 
Being kind 
Is not always easy 
It’s a state of mind 
 

It’s no one else’s fault 
If sometimes 
We store hurts  
Like a miser in a vault 
 

But if we open up 
Expose them to sky 
They’ll flutter away  
Harmless  
As butterflies 
 

So, let’s forget the bad times 
Let them go 
Let them melt away like 
Winter snow 
 

And let the good things 
Blossom and multiply 
Give ourselves wings 
Learn how to fly 
 

And let’s spin gold out of pain 
Sunshine out of rain 
And I’ll say it again 
Cherish one another 
We’re in this together 
 
Authors note;  
I wrote “Cherish before Covid hit us and I think being 
under this threat has made people more aware of their 
mortality and in many regards more caring. 
If nothing else it is a good sentiment for Christmas.   
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Walking back to happiness                           by Alan Warner         

IN our July edition, I described my decline from keen, fit, 
runner to sad, slow jogger, until my pleasant 
transformation into a reasonably fast walker. This helped 
me to gain self-respect, keep fit and lose weight without 
destroying my fragile knees. 
  
I also described how my conversion to walking enabled 
me to stop doing laps of the field beside my house in 
Potash Lane and instead to discover the delights of the 
many  
footpaths between Long Marston, Astrope and 
Puttenham. I also made the mistake of saying that it was 
strange that there seemed so many footpaths in that 
small area but so few in the surrounding country. And I 
made the further mistake of commenting that there 
seemed to be very few people using this excellent 
facility. 
  
It was not long before the critical comments and 
questions started to come in. Have you ever thought of 
buying a proper Ordnance Survey map so that you can 
see all the other footpaths? Perhaps you don’t see 
anybody because they are all using the many other 
paths around here that you’ve never tried. Have you 
heard of that distant land called Wilstone? 
  
This made me realise that my resistance to change and 
my tendency to get lost whenever I try a new route, have 
caused me to fail to look outside the narrow borders that 
I had set for myself. So I decided to branch out and find 
new routes, even if it meant walking a few more miles. 
My first step, recommended by my better half, was to 
order an  
Ordnance Survey map with a bigger scale so that the 
dotted footpath lines made some sort of sense. 
  
This larger scale map opened up a number of 
possibilities that made me realise how narrow minded I 
had been  
before. After hearing a number of debates at Council  
meetings about the traffic dangers of walking from  
Wilstone to Long Marston, I had assumed that there 
were no footpaths but I was so wrong. I found a rather 
well  
hidden footpath entry on the left about 200 yards along 
Astrope Lane from the Queens Head and, sure enough, 
there was a footpath sign showing 1 mile to Wilstone. 
The access to this footpath was a scary sight during 
these days of Covid terror because the narrowness and 
length of the entry made me wonder how I would cope if 
someone came the other way. 
  
But after making a run (or even quicker walk) for it, I 
reached the freedom of open spaces and several fields 
where the dreaded cows were either missing or well into 
the distance. There was then another scary wooded 
area when I was in fear of a Covid stand-off before 
arriving with relief at a road I recognised, Watery Lane. I 
also noticed a sign nearby that informed me that I had 
arrived at the Millhoppers Butterfly Conservation Area, 

though I failed to see a single butterfly. I decided that 
this was enough exploring for the day and returned to 
Long Marston via the familiar route of Watery Lane, 
while praying that no car would come along and force 
me into the verge. 
 
 I also noticed that there was another footpath from Long 
Marston to Millhoppers/Watery Lane, parallel to the one I 
had taken, starting further down Astrope Lane. Both of 
these discoveries led to more variety and excitement for 
this intrepid explorer and to the fulfilment of a 
requirement that has, over time, become essential to my 
sanity and self-respect – a circular route. How pointless 
and pathetic to have to turn back and retrace one’s 
steps, I always tell  
myself.  Much more logical to go round in a circle. 
  
Emboldened by this adventure, I had another look at the 
map. My map-reading skills are about as good as my 
sense of direction but, with the help of my home adviser 
- who expressed contempt for my lack of knowledge of 
Millhoppers - I saw that if I had continued straight on 
across  
Watery Lane, I would have reached the canal and 
Wilstone before too long. And I saw that I could walk 
along the  
canal a little way and return by another parallel footpath, 
the full round trip being between three and four miles. 
  
The other point I should make is that, on the occasions 
that I notice things beyond the audio tapes that I listen to 
while walking, the countryside is quite beautiful and, in 
normal times, the paths are well defined and easy 
underfoot. And, with a few minor and avoidable 
exceptions, cows are few and well into the distance. 
Even more important these days, people are also few 
and far between and, when they appear, paths are 
generally wide enough for socially distanced passing. 
  
The etiquette of passing other walkers during times of 
Covid is quite interesting. As you meet someone coming 
towards you, it’s a sort of reverse chicken; who will be 
the first to politely veer off the path and allow the other 
one through. All done with a smile and a wave. Much 
more difficult is passing someone from behind when you 
are going at a faster speed. Here things are less friendly; 
you call out ‘excuse me’ or something similar and there 
is likely to be panicked backing away and resentful 
stares which my friendly smiles do not seem to remove. 
  
I hope that my experiences open up possibilities for 
those who share my capacity for intrepid exploration. 
There are also other exciting possibilities. One of the 
critics of my previously limited walking habits told me 
that I should try the footpath that starts between Ivy 
House and The Boot in Long Marston and discover a 
whole new exciting network of delightful walking 
potential. Watch this space! 
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What to do with the cabbage!                          by  Zuzana Smith 

THIS year, our allotment plot 4A has yielded  

cabbage after cabbage – beautiful white  

cabbage, dark green-silver Cavalo nero, purple 

Russian kale and Savoy to name a few. We 

have been enjoying them all in different forms, 

ranging from cabbage curry to savoy burgers 

and even gifting them to friends. 
 

However, my favourite way with cabbage is to 

ferment it and thus release its full health 

potential!! 
 

 Did you know that a cup of white cabbage  

provides approximately 7mg of vitamin C, but if 

you let the microbes do their thing, in a week  

the vitamin content rockets to 700mg!! 
 

The process of fermenting foods – to preserve 

them and to make them more digestible and  

nutritious – is as old as humanity and 

widespread across all corners of our planet. 
 

What happens during fermentation? When 

microorganisms (bacteria, yeasts) are  

exposed to carbohydrates in food and are kept 

under certain conditions, they will feed on the 

sugars, digesting them into carbon dioxide (aka 

bubbles), alcohol and different organic acids. 

These metabolic by-products, alongside the  

organisms that are being cultivated, preserve a 

selective environment that stops the growth of 

pathogenic bacteria which would otherwise  

spoil the food. 
 

All forms of life on Earth spring from bacterial  

origins – microorganisms are our ancestors and 

we have evolved to live in a symbiotic  

relationship - in harmony within an ecosystem for 

the benefit of each other. Our microbes perform 

an impressive array of tasks, for example: 
 

Breakdown + absorption of complex nutrients  
 

Immune regulation – protection against  

pathogens, training our immune cells 
 

Production of vitamins & enzymes  
 

Hormone + nervous system regulation  
 

Digestive processes and many more. 
 

When you realise that the gut microbiome affects 

virtually all aspects of human health, it is easy to 

understand why it’s critically important to support 

its diversity and balance. Fermented foods and 

drinks are alive with microorganisms, vitamins, 

enzymes and organic acids - why not introduce 

some fermented cabbage to your diet and start 

reaping the benefits? 
 

Simple sauerkraut recipe: 

 
1 head of white cabbage, cored and finely 

shredded 

1 heaped tbsp rock /sea salt 

1 teaspoon caraway seeds  

 

Method: 
 

1/ Finely cut the cabbage, sprinkle with the salt, 

toss and lightly massage 
 

2/Leave to stand for 2-3 hours  
 

3/ Add seeds and firmly massage/ squeeze the 

cabbage until it releases its juices 
 

4/ Pack tightly in a clean glass jar, pound down 

with a pestle until the cabbage is submerged -top 

up with filtered water if there is not enough juice. 

Cover with a lid.  

 

It’s important for the cabbage to be 

submerged at all times. 
 

5/ Let it ferment at room temperature for 5-7 

days, pressing down daily.  
 

6/ Store in a fridge – it keeps for months! 
 

For more recipes & info on fermentation, contact: 

Zuzana Smith, nutritional therapist 

 

07726 184264 

zsnutrition@hotmail.com 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by:  Tel: 01442–891167 

 keeping prices fair 

 Offering a wide range of goods and services 

 Stocking home-made and local produce 

 Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work 

 Tel: 01442-891167 

Christmas & New Year 

Opening Times 

How can we help you this 
Christmas? 

Christmas Eve   7.30 am—1 pm 
Christmas Day  CLOSED 
Boxing Day  CLOSED 
Sunday 27 Dec  9.00 am—midday 
Monday 28 Dec  9.00 am—midday 
Tuesday 29 Dec  9.00 am—midday 
Weds 30 Dec  9.00 am—midday 
Thursday 31 Dec  9.00 am—midday 
New Year’s Day  CLOSED 
Saturday 2 January 7.30 am—1 pm 
Sunday 3 January 9.00 am—midday 
Monday 4 January Back to normal hours! 

Annual Members’ Meeting—January 2021 

We want to help to make the Holiday as stress-free for 
you as possible, so if there’s anything else you need 
please ask one of the volunteers and we’ll do our best 
to sort if for you. 
 
Available to order from the shop: 

 Christmas meats, including turkey, capons or 

chickens.  All from Richard Waller our popular local 
breeder. Available to collect from Christmas Eve or 
for New Year. 

 Speciality Cheeses: Stilton, Beauvale, Cornish Yarg, 

Wensleydale and Lincolnshire Poacher (available 
from 18 Dec) 

 Bread, available to collect Christmas Eve or a date 

to suit you. 

 Our lovely freshly-sliced ham 

 Fresh Cumberland and chipolata sausages 

 Bacon—smoked or unsmoked back, smoked 

streaky 

 Cumberland sausage meat—makes brilliant stuffing 

or sausage rolls 

 Vegetable bags for 1 or 2 persons or family-sized. 

 
Please get your orders in as soon as possible as some 
items have limited availability. 
 

Available, whilst stocks last: 

 Handmade gifts by our 
brilliant Wilstone Woolies 

 Homemade luxury 
Christmas puddings 

 Homemade luxury 
mincemeat 

 Homemade Christmas 
cakes 

 Christmas gift bags and 
wrapping paper 

 
We also have an amazing 
hamper full of all your 
favourite goodies, all proceeds 
to the SOCS fund—the draw 
will take place on Friday 18th 
December. 

Our AMM is scheduled to take place on 22 January 2021.  

Due to COVID restrictions it is likely to be held remotely 

over Zoom.  All details will be sent out to shareholders and 

posted in the shop as soon as they are available. 

£1 per ticket 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Count your blessings                                                                                                          by Sally Smith 

I think it’s true to say that for most of us this has been a year 

unlike any other.  Food shortages and freedom restrictions are 

things that are reminiscent of wartime and something alien to 

everyone born after 1950 – I know WW2 ended in 1945, but 

rationing didn’t! 

 

There has been a huge increase in home-baking, walking, and 

binging on box sets as people have been unable to enjoy many 

of their usual past-times, and many village activities have been 

postponed, cancelled or delayed.  For many of us the end of 

2020 cannot come soon enough and there is a fervent desire 

that 2021 has to be better. 

 

As I write this piece, I am warmed by a log fire, grateful in the 

knowledge that another delivery of Meads logs is booked for 

next week; my turkey order is confirmed with Potash Farms 

and my Christmas cake is gently marinating in brandy ready to 

be transformed into a giant gingerbread man, this year’s cho-

sen design.  There is an irony that for the first time in many 

years it will actually be eaten by my family as Panto 2021 has 

already been cancelled, but I have no doubt they will make 

short work of it!  The sun is shining through the window and, 

although it’s cold, the late afternoon rays have some warmth 

and the promise that summer will soon replace the winter 

winds.  It is these thoughts, of sunshine, warmth and laughter 

that lift my spirits when all around me is gloomy; smiling 

faces looking down on me from photographs, some taken long 

ago when children were still children, before teenage angst 

took over and doors slammed in frustration; the kindness of 

strangers and the generosity of spirit shown by so many to 

their fellow man. 

 

Like so many others, I shall raise a glass to absent friends this 

year, as I have in years gone by and will do again in years to 

come.  I shall endeavour to be grateful for the little things, the 

constants that never fail to be repeated – the things that make 

up the circle of life in all its glory.  Yes, this year has been 

different but normality will return.  We can only hope that the 

lessons learnt are remembered and that all we have gained 

within our village communities is retained and built upon, 

rather than forgotten and destroyed. 

On a lighter note, if you would like a decadent treat to tempt 

your palette over the festive season, why not try my   

Prosecco Chocolate Salami – guaranteed to bring a warming 

glow! 

 

Ingredients: 

200g/7oz butter                          140g/5oz golden castor sugar   

4 large eggs                                2tbsp cocoa powder   

50ml/2 fl oz prosecco                 large pinch of sea salt 

250g/9oz 70% dark chocolate    140g/5oz shortbread biscuits 

100g/4oz blanched almonds       75g/21/2oz macadamia nuts  

75g/21/2oz walnut pieces           140g/5oz mix of dried    

                                                     fruits—figs, prunes,       

 Icing sugar for dusting               cranberries 

 

          Method  

1. Cream the butter and caster sugar together until 

light and fluffy, then add eggs one at a time beat-

ing well between each one. 

2. Mix in the cocoa powder, prosecco and sea salt 

3. Melt the chocolate slowly in a bowl over a pan of 

gently simmering water, stirring occasionally until 

silky smooth.  Remove the bowl and leave to cool 

for approximately 5 minutes before adding into the 

mixture. 

4. Roughly chop the shortbread, nuts and dried fruits 

before folding into the chocolate mixture. 

5. Place a double layer of cling film onto a cleaned 

work surface and spoon the mixture onto it to 

make a sausage shape approx. 30cm/12” long.  

Roll and wrap the cling film around the shape until 

completely covered and tie the ends in a knot. 

6. Chill for at least 8 hours, preferably overnight. 

7. Prior to serving unwrap from the cling film and 

dust generously with the icing sugar. 

 

For a truly authentic ‘salami’ why not loosely tie with string.  

Remember to keep any leftovers in the fridge 

 

Tring Together’s Christmas Weekend, 12th & 

13th December, 3pm – 7pm. 
 

 Come join the residents of Tring and support local businesses 

in what has been a tough year. Our aim is for people to shop, 

visit concerts in the churches, wander through stalls and the 

Memorial Garden and then go onto restaurants to eat – all 

promoting local. A cosy Christmas market feel with Father 

Christmas, an illuminated Memorial Garden and all-round 

Festive fun in a Covid safe environment.  
 

 Our intention is for all the community to be a part of it 

whether shopping, selling, dining, viewing or volunteering. 

We plan to have a range of activities and events both live and 

 online to support everyone including people who cannot  

come out / or do not want to come out.  
 

Decorate your Christmas Tree competition 
 

For the artistic of you enter the “Decorate your Christmas tree 

competition” which will be displayed in Tring Memorial 

Garden and on which the public will be able to vote. 

We will be producing both a FREE online and printed 

brochure. To keep up to date with what is happening you can 

follow us on Facebook or visit our  

website www.tringtogether.org.uk 

 

About Tring Together: 

Tring Together is a local charity, the main organiser of events 

in our town such as Tring Carnival and Business Mart 

networking. We are a dedicated supporter of local businesses 

and residents. 

Tring together Christmas weekend                                                                by Trish Dowden 
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With apologies to R.L. Stevenson's wonderful poem : 

 "From a Railway carriage"                     by Malcolm J “Mac” Maclean                    

Faster than fairies, faster than witches 

They are digging up hedges and filling in ditches; 

And bulldozers charging like troops into battle 

Destroying the meadows; no horses, no cattle 

 

The beautiful plants of the hill and the plain 

Are being wiped out; this is truly insane! 

And no longer in the wink of an eye 

do the Painted Ladies go fluttering by 

 

Here is a small child standing alone 

As she looks on she wonders where the wildlife has 

gone 

Here is a barn owl who sits and gazes 

There used to be trees in all these places 

No insects, no spiders, no beetles or toads 

Just mud and diversions, huge vehicles on the roads 

As we sit by and wonder what we can do 

Our government continues with HS2 

 

And a few years from now many people will say 

Nature was different in our day 

Because there was a stream and there was a river 

That glimpse of the Chilterns has been lost forever 

 

Why  I wrote this poem. 

Recently when I have been out sitting with my daughter who is learning to drive, I have been amazed at the 

devastation occurring in our area with HS2. 

 

I really did not realise how bad it was. 

 

So I wrote this when I got in today....bit sad really, but when will we ever learn? 
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  From the Vicarage                                               by Rev’d Jane Banister 

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 

CHRISTMAS has been a marker for us in so many 

ways this year.  We have held onto it as being the 

moment that will be at the end of the craziness, that 

will be the time when we can get together with 

those we love, when we can eat together and  

laugh and feast and sing, whether we celebrate 

Christ’s birth, or just getting together. 

 

We are now certain that Christmas will not see the 

longed for normality, and so we are still dealing with 

our feelings of sadness and anger and grief, along 

with trying to find a way of celebrating that will still 

bring happiness. This is why some people are 

putting up decorations far earlier than normal.  It is 

also why the Church of England has chosen as it’s 

Christmas advertising the words “comfort and joy” 

from the carol “God rest ye merry gentlemen”. 

 

We all know what joy means – happiness, 

gladness, exultation – and it is a word that has 

more depth than happiness.  It also has more 

meaning in religious and spiritual terms – Psalm 

26.5  those that sow in tears shall reap in joy; 

Romans 15.13 may the God of hope fill you with joy 

and peace. 

   

Now comfort is a word that can make you think of 

pyjamas and slippers and hot chocolate, but it too is 

a word that has much more to it than that.  The 

original meaning is of strengthening (fort as in 

fortitude), of encouraging.  It is about solace and 

soothing, so is not just about a comfy seat to sit on, 

but is about helping us cope with however our lives 

are, whatever lies ahead.  And this is not about 

being passive, but about gaining strength, knowing 

that there are some things that we cannot change, 

but just have to get through. 

   

In John’s Gospel, the Holy Spirit is referred to as 

the Comforter, which as a small child always made 

me think of it as a mixture between my blankie and 

my mum, both of which were required elements for 

getting me through anything scary, or indeed the 

day generally.  They soothed me when upset, they 

gave me strength to cope with what frightened me.   

And this is why we pray this Christmas for comfort 

and joy, for strength and hope as we celebrate the 

birth of the Christchild, and the knowledge that God 

is with us. 

 

God of comfort and joy, may we know your 

presence with us today and bring your gentle, joyful 

love to others, this Christmas and always. 

Amen. 

 

Living Advent Calendar 

For the list of houses taking part, please ask in 

village shop or 

Long Marston – please contact Rev Jane Banister 

jane@tringteamparish.org.uk  01442 822170 

 

Wilstone – please contact Emma Smith01296 

668878 em.darling@btinternet.com 

 

Please try and walk round, as parking is very 

difficult, and do keep socially distanced! 

If you would like to make a donation, then the 

charities are Crisis (crisis.org.uk) and The 

Children’s Society (childrenssociety.org.uk).  Many 

thanks to all who have taken part, and to you for 

supporting those charities. 

 

Christmas Services 

There will be some! 

 

We are planning for online worship, for socially 

distanced worship in church, for outside worship, for 

Nativities, Crib Services, Carols, Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day so please keep an eye on our 

website (tringteamparish.org.uk), our church notice 

boards or ring us  (01442 822170). 

 

Any services in church will require booking, so 

do get in touch if you would like to attend. 
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Supported by The Wilstone  Community Shop 

OCTOBER was Breast Cancer Research 
month and so a group of us decided to do a 
fund raiser. We put out an appeal in the 
village for  unwanted bras and, as usual, the 
lovely folk of Long Marston, Puttenham and 
Wilstone rose to the challenge. 
 
To my husband's consternation bags of bras 
started to arrive on a daily basis and were 
gradually taking over our cottage, then, just 
when we were beginning to think that we 
might have to move into a hotel, they were 
whisked away by a collector. 
 
Amazingly,  in total, 6977 bras were 
collected  from the surrounding Aylesbury 
area and I am told that the donation from our 
villages was the second largest.  
 
The bras are sold to a recycling company 
and the money received goes towards 
breast cancer  research.  Then the recycling 
partners work with a textile recovery project 
who send the bras out to African countries 
(such as Togo and Ghana) where bras are too 
expensive to produce locally. This allows women in 
these countries to access bras (which in turn actually 
reduces the amount of rape in those countries). 
                                                                                        
In addition to this some of our group baked cakes and 
sold them, raising an incredible £237.45, which will also 

be donated to Breast Cancer Research. 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated bras and 
baked and bought the cakes. 
 
So  donating your old bras generates money for Breast 
Cancer Research , reduces rates of rape and stops them 
going into landfill-- What a result! 

An udderly marvellous response to “Hammocks for Hope” appeal                    

                                                                                                                                         by Sue Barraclough 

Janet Skells, Sue Barraclough and Heather Bernard celebrate 

Another month has passed, and being unable to hold 
meetings, our members have been kept busy with 
Distanced projects. First, the poppies for this year's 
Remembrance Day had to be checked, spruced up, 
and with the addition of any new ones, placed around 
the war memorials in Long Marston and Puttenham to 
mark the special day. 
  
Some of our ladies became involved in the Breast 
Cancer Awareness month and helped by making or 
buying cakes in order to raise money for this worthy 
cause. 
 
In August our group normally send an entry to the WI 
competition in the Bucks Show. Of course the show did 
not take place this year but the Bucks WI Federation 
decided to hold an alternative competition with 
photographic entries of cakes, or pets. We were very 
proud to learn that one of our  
members, Janet, won first prize for her cupcakes. 
                                                                                     

The WI and tea are often linked, and inspired by 
wartime stories around Remembrance Day my 90 year 
old mother (a great tea drinker) wondered how Britain 
did not run out of tea during the war. I investigated and 
discovered that the Government believed tea was such 
an important part of our lives that they bought all the 
tea from various parts of the world, spending more on 
tea than shells and explosives!  
 
It was thought to be a great morale booster and was 
sent abroard  to the troops as a reminder of home. 
Special water boiling devices were installed in 
armoured vehicles so that those inside could make a 
brew in safety, and it was felt that drinking tea helped 
us win the war. 
 
Our group will miss our usual Christmas  
celebrations, but we hope that our Advent display in the 
window of the village hall will bring pleasure to all those 
passing by.  
Happy Christmas to all our readers! 

WI News                                                                     by Maggy Winship 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

Solution No 144 
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I never cease to be amazed at the Brits ability to ignore the 

“bleeding” obvious. 

 

Warnings of storms, heavy rain and more than a chance of 

flooding had been forecast for early October. 

Not that the poor residents of Long Marston and Chapel 

Lane could have done much about it, they have only been 

waiting 30 years along with numerous floodings for an  

effective flood prevention scheme so, a week's warning of 

them being swept off to the promised land was not going to 

help one iota. 

 

The coverage and photos in the November edition of Village 

News of the Fire Brigade efforts of pumping water over the 

end of Chapel Lane are all very commendable but has  

anyone stopped to think what is preventing the water at the 

end of the ditch that runs alongside Chapel Lane from  

flowing naturally into the field as opposed to creating a 

flood and then having to call out the Fire Brigade.  

 

The same goes for the brook at Astrope.  In times of heavy 

rain there is nowhere for the water to go, even though the 

brook is right there. 

 

To help solve these and other problem areas, we have a  

F W P (Flood Working Party) who, on paper are doing a 

sterling job but, since the extremely informative and well 

meaning Flood Awareness evening over two years ago at 

the Victory hall, it would appear that very little has  

progressed in the form of practical application to alleviate 

any of the problems/blockages/choked ditches.  Hence we 

have a heavy shower of rain and the place gets flooded. 

Obviously someone is listening, as at the end of summer the 

village was cut off, in my opinion,  by over zealous health 

and safety  measures, so that cameras could be stuffed down 

the culverts to detect blockages.  What did they achieve? 

Who knows— apart from costing the council tax payers a 

whole bunch of money? 

Again we must have been in need as after the flood we had 

squadrons of giant tankers on standby— again, for what ? 

 

Not long afterwards HCC Highways decided to put  

kerbstones along Astrope Lane to stop vehicles churning up 

the verges and installed purpose built gullies into the 

ditches. Unfortunately they left the ditches so full of   

rubbish that their level is above that of the gullies. In my 

experience of working with water for most of my life, water 

will only run downhill and will not run anywhere if flow is 

blocked downstream. 

 

Which brings us back to the two main issues we have in 

Long Marston— well actually three. 

 

1. The ditches are full to over flowing with rubbish, when 

they should be flowing water to the brooks at Astrope. 

 

2. There are known obstacles that are restricting the main 

flow of water at times of need, these should be removed , 

whether by poking a stick at it or physically digging . We 

must all know where they are. 

 

3 The will of the Agencies involved  

 

Also I am hoping that this edition of the Village News will 

be full of angry residents demanding to know why they 

were flooded yet again and what is being done about it. 

 

It is very easy to pass off these desperate conditions as, oh, 

it is climate change, or global warming, which it could be 

but used as an excuse,  when in fact the answer to the prob-

lem is staring everyone in the face, it’s simple  

 

SORT OUT THE WATER WAYS AND DITCHES.                               

Oh, what a surprise                                                                                               by David Jenkinson 

Following the awful flooding in October, which in Long 

Marston severely affected Chapel Lane, the “Experts”  

decided in their wisdom that the response should be to install 

ugly curb stones along sections of Astrope Lane, most of 

which sections had never flooded in living memory. 

  

Accordingly, the length of grass verge opposite the entrance 

to Marston Court along to Loxley Stables was dug out, and 

an unsightly line of concrete curbs set in place. Dips were 

included to allow water to drain off the road, into the wide, 

deep ditch. Amusingly, the next time it rained, the level of 

the water in the ditch rose, and immediately ran OUT of one 

of the new dips from the ditch onto the road, thus causing a 

flood. It’s an old hoary saying, but really, you couldn’t make 

it up, could you? 

 

Saints preserve us from “Experts”, or, as they are also 

known, “Prize Prats”.  

Please save us from the experts!                                      by Martin Winship      
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Highways bulletin no 9 December 2020                                                    by Peter Bygate 

Almost two years ago the Parish Council’s Highways 

Working Party concluded its year-long data gathering 

exercise and produced its report and ambitious  

recommendations and whilst these remain in place the 

advice given at the time was that any developments 

would happen at a ‘glacial’ speed, and this is certainly 

proving to be true! 

 

However, behind the scenes, things are moving. Bucks 

CC has developed a Freight Action Plan based on the 

Ivinghoe Area which has direct and potentially favour-

able implications for Tring Rural Parish regarding the 

routing of heavy vehicles. A key component has been 

the strengthening of Brownlow bridge over the canal 

near Ivinghoe to enable a greater number of vehicles to 

use it, and this work will be finished very soon.  

 

A meeting took place on 17th November via ‘Microsoft 

Teams’ involving senior officers from Herts CC, Bucks 

CC, TRPC, and the Clerk of Tring Town Council  

during which the following inter-related topics were 

considered in depth: 

 

 Traffic leaving and arriving at the Long Mar-

ston Airfield Industrial Site on Cheddington 

Lane and also at the southern end of Lukes 

Lane; 

 The serious bottleneck, and safety i 

 ssues, frequently experienced at the Queen’s 

Head crossroads in Long Marston; 

 The appropriate weight restrictions for 

Dixon’s Gap bridge; 

 Questioning the continuing relevance of the 

pre-A41 bypass ‘preferred route’ signs for 

heavy vehicles passing through the villages. 

 

Suffice to say that all parties to the conversation were 

pretty much singing from the same hymn sheet and 

whilst it is premature to talk about firm decisions it is 

fair to say that the concerns of most residents about the 

volume of heavy traffic through the villages is clearly 

understood and there is a desire to do something con-

structive about it.  

 

But reaching such decisions involves many different 

parties, and unsurprisingly, the question boils down to 

whose budget is going to pay for it? 

 

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of 

making our villages safer and more enjoyable places! 

Remember, any concerns you may have can be raised 

by email on tringruraltraffic@gmail.com 

 

Tring’s Lost Settlements 
 by Sue Gordon 
 

                                                            

For those with an 

interest in local history 
Tring & District Local 

History & Museum Society 

have published a brief history 

of the lost settlements around 

Tring and district. Included 

are details of the lost 

settlements of Bure, Tiscott, 

Betlow and Aldwick all 

within Tring Rural and lying 

to the northwest of Long Marston. Puttenham and Gubblcote are also include as 

both were recorded in the Doomsday book but contracted in the 1600’s losing their 

Manor Houses. 

  

The booklet costs £4 and can be obtained from Tring & District Local History & 

Museum Society, 16 Lakeside, Tring, HP23 5HN (cheques payable to Tring and 

District LH & MS). 



Village News 

Page 26 December 2020 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Send your editorial contributions, 

articles, event notices, news and pictures 

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower case) 

Note we do not produce a January edition 

Deadline for items to go in the February 2021  

edition is: Wednesday 20 January 2021 

edition. 

The editor will be Caroline Clist 

 Thank you … 
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Sergeant Damien Hewitt supported by PC Laz Clark , PC 
Sarah Scanlon, PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO 
Lindsey Cunningham    
      
 01707 354192 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services   
    01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency    
      
 0845 988 1188 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter                   
    07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                               07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 
David Severs                   
     01296 661021 
St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    

Churchwarden  Ken Martin   
     01442 822894 
St Mary’s Puttenham 
Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   
     
 01442 822170 

Churchwarden  Christine Rutter                
 07514 548289 
All Saints Long Marston 
Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister   
    01442 822170 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Steven Godwin            
      
 07487852830 
Email: smgodwin55@gmail.com 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman                   
    01442 822031 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann    
     
 01296 668548 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Chris Bowles                
 chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams      
     07925 185311 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Jackie Anwyl                   
     
 01296 663810 

  Local names and numbers 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Where do the snowdrops lead?                              by Alison Cockerill 

IN February 2018 I caught the bus to Long Marston, planning 

to visit Old Church Cottage and view the snowdrops in the 

garden there, but I arrived much too early. So I went for a long 

walk around the village, admiring the lovely houses, reading 

the date stones on buildings, and wondering why I hadn’t done 

this years ago. I concluded my walk at the church of All Saints 

and wandered around the grounds  

reading the headstones; although I live in Tring I have family 

connections to Wilstone and many of the Long Marston names 

were familiar. And then I found a name that was not just 

familiar but known, a relative I could remember from my 

childhood—Ada Proctor! 
 

Auntie Ada, always known as Ade, was buried alongside 

George Proctor, Carrie Selina Proctor and Mary Ann Proctor. I 

rang my Mum (Pamela Cockerill) to confirm what I had 

already assumed-these were my great grandmothers brother 

and sisters-four of the six siblings. I knew the other two, my 

great grandmother Orpah and her sister Emma, were buried in 

Wilstone cemetery, sadly without memorials. But what 

excitement, I had found four relatives, and who knows, maybe 

there were more. I had run out of time, the snowdrops were 

calling, the family research would have to wait. 
 

We have family photographs of Orpah and more crucially her 

mother Jane, so I knew the name and dates of my great, great 

grandmother and a quick search on the internet gave me the 

name of her husband, George. A couple of weeks later I 

returned to Long Marston and continued my search among the 

headstones, and there, in the far corner, I found what I was 

seeking. A large memorial stone listing George Proctor (my 

great, great grandfather) and Jane Proctor, his wife. However, 

on the same memorial were two other names, Sarah and 

Arthur. Sarah is recorded as being their fifth daughter, who 

died at the age of sixteen, and Arthur as their youngest son, 

who died of wounds in France in July 1916. Continuing to 

search I even found the burial place of Jane’s parents-my 

great, great, great grandparents, who, according to the 

inscription, came from Startops. 
 

My Mum spent many happy childhood and teenage years 

visiting her relatives in Wilstone; she adored her  

grandmother Orpah and knew some of Orpah’s siblings, my 

Mum’s great aunts and uncles. Her family memories are  

prolific and personal, but Mum had never heard of either 

Sarah or Arthur. No-one had ever spoken of them; to lose a 

child at sixteen was more common then-Sarah died in 1897-

and perhaps the grief was simply not discussed. But to lose a 

son in the First World War and not honour that loss was 

something I felt needed addressing. 
 

It took a lot of time to piece together Arthur’s life. Many 

WW1 records were destroyed during a bombing raid of WW2 

but remaining documents list two Arthur Proctor’s, one of 

whom is recorded as enlisting in Tring, resident in Wilstone. 

This document also listed a service number and regiment-the 

69th Company Machine Gun Corps. This  

Machine Gun Corps were stationed at Grantham in 

Lincolnshire, prior to being sent to the Front. I was lucky-we 

have a vital piece of evidence to place Arthur in Grantham in 

1916, although we had no idea of it’s significance until I 

started this project. My grandmother, Orpah’s daughter, kept a  

postcard album during the first twenty years of her life; she 

was born in 1900, and so this includes the period of the first 

world war. As a family, the Proctors wrote to each other  

frequently, sometimes daily, always on postcards.  
 

The writing is always in pencil, and the script is very small 

and sometimes hard to decipher, but they are all postmarked 

and signed. Many from 1914 to 1916 are signed from Uncle 

Arth, firstly postmarked Landguard Camp, the training base of 

the Bedfordshire Regiment, and then in 1916 Grantham, with 

descriptions of the base where he is stationed. The last card 

the family received is dated June 1916, there were no more. 

Arthur died of wounds on the Somme on 29th July 1916, aged 

thirty. He is remembered on the Thiepval  

Memorial in northern France and on Wilstone War  

Memorial. How many times have my family stood at the 

memorial and not known that Arthur Proctor is our relative? 

Now we lay a wreath in his memory. 
 

So much history from one visit to Long Marston church, a 

detour from my main objective on the day. Needless to say I 

am now hooked on family history and continue to research it. 

Our branch of the Proctor family originated from  

Gubblecote, but moved to Wilstone at the very end of the 

1890’s. Orpah married Joseph Edwards, and they lived at 

Mardew, next door to her sister Emma at Lilac Cottage. I 

never knew Orpah, but I have very clear memories of Joe, my 

great grandfather, who died in 1972, aged ninety eight. Orpah 

and Joe had five children, the eldest was my  

grandmother and the youngest was Arthur Edwards, a resident 

of the village all his life until his death in 2000. The three 

middle children all died before any reached the age of two. 

Orpah and Joe and the three babies, along with Orpah’s sister 

Emma, are all buried in Wilstone cemetery, and now have a 

headstone to commemorate their lives. 
 

So if you should be thinking of going to see the snowdrops 

next year (hopefully) just imagine where your visit could lead. 

The flowers themselves are wonderful and the  

hospitality offered during the tour of the garden makes for a 

lovely outing in gloomy February, really uplifting at the start 

of the year. And who knows, it could lead to the start of 

something totally new and unexpected for 2021. 


