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The Half Moon re-visited

FROM the mid 1920’s through to the mid 1970°s The Half Moon in Wilstone was managed by
two generations of the Cooper family. In the mid ‘50’s Fred Cooper and his wife Ellen May
(known as May) took over stewardship of the pub from Fred’s parents. Fred and May had 5
children, 4 daughters and a son. On Saturday 9™ November 2019 three of these daughters, and
a host of other relatives held a family reunion lunch in The Half Moon.

by Keith Fox

The organiser of the family get-together, Fiona Lawrence, granddaughter of Fred and May,
now lives in Bodmin, Cornwall while the rest of the relatives came from various locations
around the UK.

The extended Cooper family

The family kindly took the time to share a few of their memories of the pub and, for

example, revealed that the pub’s original public area configuration was limited to just 2 small
rooms; “The Tap Room” and “The Little Room”, one to each side of the main front entrance
The current 19" Hole” dining room was originally part of the Landlord’s living
accommodation, while the section which is now the main bar area was the pub’s Cellar, where
barrels of beer, and other products were stored. “Crisps and chocolate” were fondly remem-
bered.

(continued on page 27)

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone
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Yesterday

with Himesh Patel and Lily James

A struggling musician realises he's the only persen on Earth who can remeamber
the Beatles. after waking up in an alternate timeline where they never existed,

Friday 13 December 2019

Tigkets £7.00 suggested donation
available from Wilstone Community Shop.
Doars open 7.15pm Film starts at 8.00pm. -

Interval snacks. Licenced bar. _,:i 5:‘_-
£1.00 per ticket sold Is donated 1o SOCS - _;jjf.mi?-'

SAVE DUR COMMUNITY SHOP

Village News



Page 3

Village News
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and Colin Moore.
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Team organiser
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You may have been reminded by now that Christmas is
getting ever nearer. It is really hard to miss as the
festive adverts on television seem to start earlier and
earlier—12th November was my first sighting.

Then, of course, there is the run-up to the General
Election—makes me wish that the 25th was nearly
upon us!

Needless to say this festive edition is packed with a
huge variety of events. The support given is always
special but I would like to ask you , in particular , to
look at the “Live’n’Local” event taking place on
Saturday 7th December and advertised on page 4.

Lastly, from all at the Village News team, have a great
Christmas and a happy, prosperous New Year.

The next edition will be for February 2020 and
the deadline for items for inclusion is:
Wednesday 15 January2020.

Please note: There will be no edition in
January 2020

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.
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Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at
any of the services

1 Dec 2019—Advent Sunday

10.00am — Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm — Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham

8Dec 2019 —Advent 2

10.00am — Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am —Sunday Worship cw at StCross, Wilstone

3.30pm — Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham

6.00pm — Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston

15 Dec 2019 —Advent 3

10.00am — Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Holy Communion cwat St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm — Carol Service at St Mary’s Puttenham

22 Dec 2019 —Advent 4

10.00am — Holy Communion cwat All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Worship for Allat St Cross, Wilstone

3.30pm — Evensongbcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham

24 Dec 2019 — Christmas Eve

4.00pm — Crib Service at All Saints, Long Marston
7.00pm — Carol Service at St Cross, Wilstone
9.00pm — Midnight Mass at St Mary’s, Puttenham

25 Dec 2019 — Christmas Day
10.00am— Christmas Service HC at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am— Christmas Service at St Cross, Wilstone

29 Dec 2019 — Christmas 1
10.00am— Team Service HC cw at St Peter & St Paul’s, Tring

5 Jan 2020 — Epiphany

10.00am — Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm — Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Puttenham

12 Jan 2020 — Baptism of Christ

10.00am — Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am —Sunday Worship cw at St Cross, Wilstone

3.30pm — Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham

6.00pm — Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston

19 Jan 2020 — Epiphany 2

10.00am — Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm — Taize Service at St Mary’s Puttenham

26 Jan 2020 — Epiphany 3

10.00am — Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am — Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone

3.30pm — Evensong bep at St Mary’s, Puttenham

28 Jan 2020
10.00am — Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone
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What's on...

December 2019

Diary Dates..

Wednesday 4 December

Wednesday at One 1-5pm Long Marston Village Hall.
Wednesday 4 December

Advent concert . 8pm St Cross Wilstone. See p5.

Friday 13 December

Wilstone Film Night “Yesterday.”

Tuesday 17 December

Coffee morning St Cross.See p5.

Monday 23 December

Carols round the tree. 7pm Long Marston Memorial.
Tuesday 14 January

Needle felting workshop.9.30-12noon. Wilstone village hall.
Tuesday 14 January

The Beauty of Iran with John Noakes. 8pm LM Victory Hall.
Friday 17 Jan

Wilstone Film Night.

Fridays 21 Feb, 20 March, 17 April

Wilstone Film Nights

Wilstone Fam Nights

D apaire Gl posms ol Eigl

s Wilsbinz Filin wigln
showed  theo  geoecosiy and
vaisal £ fon Childim in Measd
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Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 4th December 8pm Long Marston village hall

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm
Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon.
Christmas/New Year opening times—see page 9

a‘ﬁ‘ Wilstone's “Q*:ﬁ
o ¥
Live wlocal
70's and 80's night
A musical charity night o
support SOCs - Save our Community Shop.
Comer and: enfory a live masic event
al Wilstone Village Hall
from the Ride O band,

wher were 5o popodar o the head-Line act
at Wilstone'y recent Opesv Villoge event.

Great live music
Subsidised bar

« Fram 8 Hll late
Saturday Dec 7
Tickets £7

+ Every Ip goes to 500

Tickets are limited and are available mow from
the Wilstone Community Shop

Wilstone

puGIWRG
JRE & Save Our Community Shep
- Y —
”'_i | E | “'- Al zrafits will g2 tomads saving sur
i i vilage skap.
SOCS

Meedle Felting Warkshop
Learn how ta create a beautiful

landscape picture using needle felting

techniques. Mo experience necessary.
Bring yeur owh phote ar picture fer ingpiratian if
reguired.

Tuesdoy 14+0 Janugmy 2020
QA —1 2 npon
Wilstane ¥illage Holl
L 30 per person

Ticdzle oo atle from
wilstere Cowrdnity Shap

Thiz will include all matarials neaded To create o
framed needle felted picture, oz well 2z the ﬁufpms:n’r
requiced tuition ead of course ten, coffes or

delicious cakes, Tiokets limited. bay arke, aent mise oot

Village News
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Could you get involved
in helping with Cubs?

Cubisg are baps awred girls aged & Qo 10 pears.
Wee et on WWednesdes Trom 6 o TE0pE in
berrm Brne ab sYilsioee Yilage Hall,

W'e are currently laoking for

&« Two more adults to join the Cub
Lesdarahip taam

Thems = =ozpod & frrining s~ Ccood proga—
IERCN=E Hedleds bes drs sl b od e
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CELEBATE AT ST. CROSS
ADVENT CONCERT
WITH RICHARD GRYLLS &
THE RIDGEWAY CHORALE.

WEDNESDAY 4™ DECEMBER

AT 8.00PM.
SEASONAL MUSIC, WINE
AND NIBBLES.

FREE ADMISSION
RETIRING COLLECTION FOR
ACCESS FOR ALL APPEAL

14" January 2020

“The Beauty
of Iran”

Talk by John Noakes

Long Marston Victory Hall
£5.00 Inc Refreshments
Bpm Stﬂl‘t (no booking/pay an the door)

annther local cpen cennt by
Inng farstnn & nttenham Sl

Village News

CHRISTMAS
AT ST. CROSS

TUESDAY 17TH DEC.
COFFEE MORNING
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL
SERVICE 7.00PM.

CHRISTMAS DAY
FAMILY COMMUNION
10.00AM

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

MoNDAY 23RP DECEMBER
_gf%;' AT 7PM

THERE WILL BE FREE MULLED WINE & MINCE
PIES & WE ALREADY KNOW THAT WE HAVE A
SPECIAL VISIT FROM FATHER CHRISTMAS.

Come along & join us at the Long Marston
Memorial singing carols round the tree.

l BT THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO

HEROES MAKE A VOLUNTARY DONATION TO
Bl e HELP FOR HEROES.

Village News
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100 Club draw
Results for December

1st prize - Winning Number 42 - Steve Dunthorne - £62.00
2nd prize - Winning Number 34 - Colin Reedman - £31.00

3rd Prize - Winning Number 51 - Chris & Pete Russell -
£15.50

L SR G B T [ A i ‘r
Lhtan 1P i‘_ 1_ Svive Do mrd
30 0e vemn 3 I{_ C"-.-.i Eu.-_-u“.l

L% 3o momp 5 l CHiReg + By

Open Mic Night
At the Queens Head every month

Russiie , .
“ETEa s Read Village News online at:
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News)

Beacon villages community library

Christmas and New Year opening times

Tuesday 17th December. 2-5pm

Wednesday 18th December 10am - midday Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore
Thursday 19th December. 2-5pm

Friday 20th December. 2-7pm

Saturday 21st December. 10am - 1pm No 135 Easy

Tuesday 24th December  Closed g
Wednesday 25th December. Closed
Thursday 26th December.  Closed

Friday 27th December. Closed B El 5 '1 2
Saturday 28th December. 10am - 1pm
Tuesday 31st December.  2-4pm 5 4 8 9

Wednesday 1st January. Closed

Thursday 2nd January. 2-5pm
Friday 3rd January. 2-5pm ? 3 5
Saturday 4th January. 10am-1pm

During this period your book loan period is extended to B o 4
4 weeks, and don't forget about the ebooks and

audiobooks you can borrow from home using your
Library card and pin.

For more information contact the Library on 01296
387890 5 9 F
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our users.
Beacon Villages Community Library Fi 1
Run by the community, for the community

www.bvcl.org.uk
General enquiries: info@bvcl.org.uk 01296 387890 ‘:1' 5
Committee enquiries: secretary@bvcl.org.uk

Opening times: Tuesday 2pm - 5pm ) Solution on page 25
Wednesday 10am - 12pm

Thursday 2pm - 5pm
Friday 2pm - 7pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm

Village News
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A “red” Christmas rhyme

Rudolf Petrenkov was a staunch “commie” man
His belief in Karl Marx was complete

He read Lenin at breakfast and Trotsky at lunch
With Engels at night as a treat.

He was walking one day in Red Square with his wife
Judirenko, though to her friends “Judy”

A portly babushka no oil painting she

Twice the size of aforementioned Rudy

Their marriage was stormy, they fought “cat and dog”
Over every small thing you can think of

They would argue all night o’er what’s black and
what’s white

They were noisy the couple Petrenkov.

At the tomb of dead Lenin they passed on their walk
Moisture drops on their clothing did show

“Oh look” said the wife “how lovely, how nice

I think that it’s starting to snow.

December 2019

by Hugh Jampton

“That’s rain stupid woman” snapped Rudy “You’re
dim

If the difference discern it you can’t”

“It’s snow, “no it’s rain” they were both quite insane
On and on they did rave and did rant

Their arguement raged, they shouted and screamed
Half of Moscow heard all that was said

“It’s snow, “No it’s rain”, they were both quite insane
Passersby fearing violence soon fled

Then Rudy he ended their arguement fierce

His final response it was plain!, Clear!

“I might not be bright, but on this one I’'m right
“COS RUDOLF THE RED KNOWS RAIN DEER!”

\nndnn Lukan
Airport Lid

-" Al atzn Nrdnicl v andg

Future LuToN expansion
consultation: Making best use

of our runway

London Luton Alrport Ltd is
currantly scheduled to consult on
its expansion proposals from

16 October — 16 December 2019,
The proposals will allow the airport
to handle up to 32 million
passengers a year by 2039,

up from nearly 18 million today.

Village News

Consultation events will be

held across the region - please
see futureluton.llal.org.uk for
further information and updates.
Consultation event dates and
venues will be published before
the consultation begins.
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Wilstone Community Shop

Run by the community, for the community

We aim to serve the Community by:

e Keeping prices fair
e Offering a wide range of goods and services

e Stocking home-made and local produce

e Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work

wWilstone

Community Shop

Holiday Opening Hours

Tuesday 24 Dec—7.30 to 2
Weds 25 Dec—CLOSED
Thurs 26 Dec — CLOSED*
Fri27 Dec —9to 12
Sat 28 Dec 7.30 to 1
Sun 29 Dec - Tues 31 Dec —9 tol2
Monday 1 January— CLOSED*
Tues 2 Jan—back to normal!

* There will be no paper deliveries on Boxing Day or New
Year’s Day, so please retain your vouchers for these dates.

Presents and Gifts for all

The Wilstone
Woolies have been
hard at work for
Christmas. Not only
are they managing to |
keep the incredibly &
popular Eco-Friendly
range topped up,
they have also
produced a
wonderful array of
gift bags,
decorations and
stocking fillers which
we are expecting to
be extremely
popular. Each item
is hand-made and
therefore unique.
You are also supporting the shop’s future with every
purchase and we would like to take this opportunity to
say thank you to all our volunteers and
customers, have a wonderful Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

Grab them quickly, while stocks last!

We have some fantastic
Christmas stock in this
.. ~year. Decorate your tree
\* with some gorgeous crys-
tal drops and handmade
baubles. Send Wilstone
B Christmas cards and buy
1% your 2020 Calendar fea-
%% turing the creations of the
it Wilstone Woolies. Order
L your turkey, goose or
“5% duck from us (pick up an
order form from the shop)
orders are taken on a first-
come first-served basis, so
order early to avoid disap-
pointment. We have
homemade mincemeat and homemade Christmas puddings
with and without nuts (and gluten free!) We will be stock-
ing Christmas cheese and biscuits to serve them on. Deli-
cious chocolates and knitted hats can make wonderful pre-
sents. Run out
of wrapping &
paper? Don’t 5
worry we’ve
got that too
along with a
good selec-
tion of ribbon |
—come along
and have a
browse!

Browse the baubles

This year’s Xmas card design

Shareholder’s Meeting - 14 Feb

We all love the shop so much we thought we’d cele-
brate Valentine’s Day with a Shareholder’s Meeting!
Actually, this was the only free date for this important
annual meeting. We promise to keep it short so you'll
still have time to go out afterwards for a romantic
meal. A glass of wine and nibbles will be provided.

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop

Village News
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting

Cold Start

This meeting did not start well. Your reporter arrived to
find three freezing cold councilors outside a very dark
Puttenham Village Hall, waiting for the carrier of the
key. Fortunately one of the councilors — a true politician
— started a conversation about who will win the general
election and a vibrant discussion proved that no-one
really knows. When the Council Clerk arrived with the
key we had to drag ourselves away from fantasy to real
life politics and find the lights, put out the chairs and
tables and get the show on the road.

Temporary Chair

It was agreed that Councilor Chalmers should take the
chair. He explained that this is a temporary measure
until the new year when a decision about a permanent
appointment will be made.

Magic Money Tree?

As always the discussions on the budget were quite
puzzling to those of us less familiar with local govern-
ment finance. It didn’t fill us with confidence when the
Chairman quoted a roll-over (whatever that is) of £500,
000 when he meant £5,000.

The Clerk then announced that something called the
Precept is limitless, you only have to ask for more,
which seemed a bit too good to be true. Apparently it all
depends on whether something called ClLis providing
funds to support the budget (more on CIL later)

Councillor Thirkettle continued the apparent largesse
by suggesting that, next year, we should ask the pa-
rishioners what they want to be spent on the parish.
This would be put to the people around Springtime and
agreed before next year’s budget in December. It felt a
bit like things we’re hearing in General Election cam-
paign right now, the difference being that TRPC will, of
course deliver on their promises!

Up in the Clouds

There followed a discussion on the updating of IT ser-
vices because apparently everything is full, email, hard
drives and clouds. The discussion that followed was
almost as confusing to lay people as the budget discus-
sions, the difference here being that the audience
proved to have more knowledge (or more convincing
jargon) than the councilors. It was agreed that the costs
proposed were much too high and that further work and
benchmarking was needed. The Chairman asked the
audience member who seemed to have the most ex-
pertise if he could ‘grab him afterwards’.

Discovering CIL

The mysterious CIL came back to haunt us again when
we looked at the latest incomings and outgoings of

Village News

cash. Apparently £7,935.61 had been received from
this mysterious source but this is not enough and we
need to make sure that we get the right percentage.
There then followed a fascinating discussion about
what Dacorum’s percentage should be, only clarified
when an audience member googled on his mobile
phone to find that it is between 15 and 25%.

It was when the discussion turned to practicalities that
we began to get the idea. CIL appears to be the share
of money paid by developers of new properties to cover
facilities. A practical example explained by Councilor
Fox was the early discussions he has had with the po-
tential developer of the land next to All Saints Church,
Long Marston. The objective seems to be to get our
hands on specific CIL and make sure that Dacorum
doesn’'t merge it into a general fund. (Your reporter
later became a researcher, googling to find that CIL
stands for Community Infrastructure Levy).

Making Noise

Councilor Davis expressed concern that the specifica-
tions of planning applications approved by the Council
are often changed after approval without reference
back. Though this complaint did not initially generate
much interest among fellow councilors, it came up for
further discussion during the later public participation. It
was suggested that the best way to stop this happening
was to ‘make a noise’ when serious violations take
place.

It was also suggested that noise needs to be made
about the danger for pedestrians walking from Gubble-
cote to Long Marston and the need for a footpath,
whatever the cost. Councilor Fox expressed his serious
safety concerns, quoting his own driving experience
when confronted with mothers and children walking
along the road.

Junior Challenge

A ‘left field’ suggestion from the audience was the idea
of asking Long Marston School to form their own
‘Junior Council’ to produce ideas that might not come
forward from TRPC’s present significantly higher demo-
graphic. The response from the councilors was difficult
to assess; it seemed to be agreement in principle but
no impression of immediate action. Is there fear of be-
ing overthrown by these young challengers? We need
to be told.

Footnote

During the meeting, the Chairman asked parishioners
to note that there is a new Grant Awarding Policy and
this is to be posted on the Council Website. This is in-
tended for organisations that can demonstrate a need

for financial support to benefit the parish.
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:

Doug Chalmers (Chairman) 07885 962818
doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Mary Davis
Steven Godwin
Paul Weston
Nigel Fox 01296 662922
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk

John Thirkettle 01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk

The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX

07516 344248

The Villages Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman

Parish Council Website:
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/

01442 822031

Long Marston School
URGENT Appeal

Do you shop online?
AS YOU are probably aware school budgets are continually
being cut making it ever more important for schools to find
ways of boosting their funds to enable them to provide the best
for their pupils.

easyfundraising is one of the ways Long Marston School is
doing this and the great thing about it is that it is at no cost to
the person giving. Sound like this isn't possible? Well read

easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into
free donations for your favourite cause. Simply follow the
link below, then select the box saying "Support this Cause"
and complete the online form (you can opt out of receiving
emails). The app then gives you the option of adding a
reminder button to your browser or device; select that before
you go shopping online as normal, then every time you shop
the retailer will make a donation (percentage of your purchase)
to the school. For example if you do a weekly grocery shop
online and go via the easyfundraising link for your shop you
will be making a weekly donation to the school. Remember
every little bit adds up - so far we have raised £1420 by
parents logging in, registering and remembering to go via
easyfundraising each time they shop online. PLEASE help us
to boost school funds by going to https://

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/longmarstonschool/

Call: 01789 581 007 Email: info@avon-estates.co.uk

Campden Road | Lower Quinton | Warwickshire | CV37 8LJ

Residential Park Homes

www.marstonedge.co.uk

Nestled on the edge of the beautiful Cotswolds, this brand-new secure gated development of just 47 single
storey homes has a stunning backdrop of rolling countryside, whilst boasting excellent transport routes to
nearby Stratford-upon-Avon, the Cotswolds and Chipping Campden,

Prices start from £220,000 and there is a choice of plots and layouts to suit your own personal preferences.

All homes are 2 bedroomed, 2 bathrooms, with fully integrated kitchen appliances and fully furnished (if
required). There is a small garden area with a galvanised shed and block paved parking for 2 cars

Exclusively for the over 50's
10 Year Build Warranty
Fully Furnished Homes
Private Parking for 2 Cars
Secure Gated Development
Pets Welcome

Finance Packages Available

2 25 32

Village News
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é [ provide mobile treatments in Tring and the surrounding
area. Enjoy spa treatments in the comfort of your home,

Bethany Mead

Swedish Massage - Deep Tissue Massage
Reflexology - Indian Head Massage
Manicure - Pedicure
OP1 Gel Nails

Gift vouchers available
£

07935821846  BMTreatments@gmail.com
N1
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Looking for a Window Cleaner?

Call Nigel on 07775 671611
Or go to my website at

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk

7

DAMIAN STEVWART
FLLWT Mia & 1ICETIN

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

. For all your Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Heating requirements

. Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing,
fault finding & repair

. Oil — boiler and tank installations, service & repair
. Complete bathroom installations & design

. No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out
charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ
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CURTIS CARPET SERVICES

Parsans Lene, Bierton
&Il types of carpeting supplizd & filed
ak encellent rembes.
Adapiians - Domestic & Comrack,

Bhone David Curtfs: 07286 482852

kisbile: BT 73300054
Why Pene Thop Prices?

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd

Carpets ¢ Oriental Rugs * Upholstery

* High quality professional service
* Residential and commercial

* Excellent value and fully insured
* Free consultation and quote

» References available

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3Z2Q
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.

For more details and to book, ring
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548

Village News
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Rachel’s Dog Grooming "

» Brand ncw groaming salon
« Safe; friend lyenviranimant UW"hEI-'- ll
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111 greaming sasslions

Mail clipping, Balliing, Bréc Speciic Sivling & A
Handskripping

]
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Fleasc call DF TIkstiTh14 2 far pricing & quailability
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Highways bulletin number 2

The Working Party recommendations submitted in March
this year reflected the concerns and priorities identified at the
time (accessible on the TRPC website at http:/tringrural-
pc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/Highway-Report.pdf but
events move on and new emphases emerge adding to or
amending the original proposals. The March document,
therefore, should not be seen as a static end-point but more
as the first step on what will be a long journey.

Housing developments

The possible proposed development in Wilstone by Rectory
Homes has been the subject of a meeting between Parish
Councillors and Dacorum BC with much emphasis placed
upon the clear need for key infrastructure measures to be
incorporated into any planning approval, should this be
granted. The areas of major concern on infrastructure were
surface water run-off, sewerage works capacity, and traffic
calming measures at that end of the village.

Parish Councillors have held meetings with the proposed
developer of the Long Marston Glebe housing project,
Laxton Properties, to highlight concerns about key
infrastructure issues including traffic entering and leaving the
village in the vicinity of Bromley and Church View. Herts
Highways have already asserted that the speed and volume of
traffic around those bends is insufficient to warrant signifi-
cant highway modifications — such as a pedestrian crossing,
mini roundabout or traffic lights. Nevertheless, we continue
to make sure our concerns are heard and to that end contact
has been made with Herts Highways/CC and a meeting is to
be arranged with the relevant parties to see how issues could
be addressed.

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner
for Herts has been contacted recently to better understand
their potential role in supporting our objectives and a very
full response has been received. In particular, our attention
has been drawn to a Road Safety Fund to which
“organisations such as schools, town or parish councils can
apply”.

In addition, “The Office of the Police and Crime Commis-
sioner also supports the Community Drive Safe Scheme
www.hertscommissioner.org/community-drivesafe-scheme-
hertfordshire which empowers the community to ensure the
safety of their local area. We could also put you on a list of
potential places that the Commissioner’s new Community
Safety Vans initiative could visit to change driver behaviour
and reassure communities...we can request that your area is
one of places visited during the pilot stage of the project next
year.”.

The Community Drive Safe Schemes to be explored and a
request to be included in next year’s Safety Vans pilot has
been made.
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by Peter Bygate

Herts County Council (HCC)

Have offered to provide a contact name in Bucks CC in rela-
tion to our concerns about vehicle volumes and routing to
and from the Cheddington Lane former airfield site.

Have recently re-painted the road markings at the Queen’s
Head crossroads.

Are due to replace and renew a number of the faded road
signs throughout the Parish although no date for this work
has yet been received.

One of the Working Party’s recommendations is the intro-
duction of ‘gates’ at the boundary of each village to serve as
a soft, psychological reminder to drivers that they are enter-
ing a residential area. It is the responsibility of the County
Council to approve their installation and contact will be
made accordingly.

Current voiced concerns

The absence of footpaths is receiving a high profile amongst
voiced concerns, specifically:

Pedestrian safety, in particular for a mother with her toddler
and pushchair walking towards Long Marston from the
Luke’s Lane direction.

Schoolchildren coming down Cheddington Lane into Long
Marston have to contend with heavy traffic with nowhere to
take cover to avoid an accident.

New and improved footpaths required in relation to the Long
Marston Glebe housing development.

Four concerns have also been received on tringruraltraf-
fic@gmail.com and are duly noted

“Chaos and traffic on the school run” caused by a huge lorry
trying to turn into Cheddington Lane.

‘Inappropriate, dangerous, and constantly speeding vehicles’
on Cheddington Lane approaching Long Marston.

A major increase of HGVs, skip lorries, artics and 18 ton
ridged, using Little Tring Road as a cut through.

Traffic ignoring the ‘no right turn’ sign into Wilstone Village
Hall.

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of making
our villages safer places!

(Copies have been emailed to the bodies responsible for en-
forcement, namely HCC Highways, HCC and Dacorum BC
Councillors, and the Police and Crime Commissioner for
Herts)
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J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK
NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

Odd Job Man.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening)

The Half [Moon

(OFF the B#89
near T r/'/?g and

Real Ales o Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area ®Large Gardene Open Fire ® Heated
Patio e Car Park e Dog Friendly

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk

Spa Magicars and I'edloames, Varmddy LY
Ciel Prdish aral Exicneinne

Fodi e fee pelaxing coeatreenes and
o refreshmnenes of my nall seacho, Long

 Iarston, Tring HPLY ar 1wl comne rawn g
:|:l:|=n:\-'|-:|.:1-!'i ride your metmeni inthe comor of

Mrs. D& ittles

PET SITTERS Since 2000
WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE!

We walk feed clean out & Cuddle.
Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals

Registered with NARP
Call Beverley Cornthwaite
Tel.no 01442822191 Mob 07967019031
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

S B H s

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote
Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk

The OId Pastures -
Luxury accommodation for -
dogs e
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Village News

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
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On 12th October we held our second litter pick,
which due to the adverse weather did not attract so
many volunteers. Those who turned out to help on
a rather nasty cold, wet day collected 20 bags of
rubbish. A great thank you to all those who joined
us!

I'm sure most villagers will have noticed our
Remembrance Day Poppy display on the Long
Marston green and at the Puttenham war
memorial. We have added to our poppies from last
year and hope to start making more poppies early
in 2020 to create an even more spectacular

show next year.

December 2019
by Maggy Winship

In January John Noakes is our speaker for a fasci-
nating talk about his travels in Iran, a country of
great beauty and very friendly people. As this is an
Open Meeting we will be pleased to welcome
everyone from the area who would like to join us.

We have another Open Evening in February.
Following on from our litter picks we are to be
given a talk about what happens to our rubbish,
and recycling. We hope that this will interest a lot
of local people so entry to our meeting will be free.

In this busy time of festive activities our WI would
like to wish members and non-members a very
happy Christmas and New Year.

by Beth Mead

Hello I'm Beth, [ am a Beauty
Therapist from Wilstone.

I always wanted to be a beauty
therapist, I started studying at
Aylesbury college when I was
16 and worked in a local salon,
then completed my training
through an Apprenticeship with |
Champneys in Wigginton.

I have worked at Champneys
for 4 years now, progressing to
senior therapist 2 years ago.

Through the years I have also
attended many additional
courses, including training in
pregnancy massage, reflexol-
ogy and cancer wellness
therapy. I have received many awards for customer
service, including best customer service within the
whole company in 2017.

Last September I took time off to travel through New
Zealand and Australia, I have returned to Champneys
part time and have decided to build my own mobile
business.

Reflexology is my favourite treatment to do. During the

hour treatment different pressures and techniques are
applied to the feet, to stimulate the bodies circulation
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and healing, as well as inducing a state
.| of deep relaxation. I have a massage
bed which I make comfortable and
cosy with cushions and blankets, and
for the treatment I use scented balms
to soften the feet.

I enjoy being able to soothe clients’
aches and get rid of stubborn knots and
tension during massages. Some clients
have massages once a month, others
require them more frequently to aid
injuries or de-stress.

I also offer manicures and pedicures to
keep hands, feet and nails tidy, as well
as Gel nails for those who need some-
thing more hard wearing.

I enjoy all the treatments I perform and aim to make
my clients feel rested and relaxed. I offer gift vouchers
(Christmas is coming) and appointments throughout the
week, including evenings and weekends, all in the com-
fort of your own home. Please feel free to contact me to
discuss your requirements.

07935 821846
BMTreatments@gmail.com

(See advert on page 12)
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If you go down to the woods today..... «<by Caroline Clist

...well the first Sunday of the month, you may be surprised, if the
woods you are thinking of are the Millhoppers nature reserve.

THE L™ It is then that the
- : h' - m‘ monthly working °

carry out

work. For the

horticulturally

| minded amongst

5 our readers, that
& thisinvolves
L reducing the

fertility of the o o Ry -a s, A ;
i soil may feel Do you love nature and enjoy the outdoors?
— 17 i B counter ntuitive. Would you like to spend time in the countryside and

Our wild flowers learn new skills?
that traditionally grow on meadows and provide butterflies with
nectar need less nutrients, so to encourage these we remove plant
matter before it can break down. For the conservation minded, that
this also entails a lot of cutting things down and clearing things out
may appear to be an oxymoron, but is necessary to stop the
blackthorn taking over. For those who enjoy the sort of gardening
that involves a lot
of cutting things off
and not being very
neat it’s great fun.
From a butterfly
§ perspective, for the
Wy past three years
g Christine Ridley has

been walking a T Ly
weekly butterfly sk o 2 B I el R =
transect round Then become a volunteer at Millhoppers Reserve
Millhoppers nature located near Wilstone!
reserve during the We have availability for new volunteers to join the
spring and summer current team.
months, and entering the results onto Butterfly Conservation’s You could be involved in conservation tasks such as
transect website, seeing the butterflies in the photographs and many managing a bonfire, hedge laying, fence repairs,
more, as well as moths. However, she lives in Hemel Hempstead and ~ raking of cut grass, shrub removal with bowsaws,
is finding the amount of travelling that involves too much, so we are loppers or “tree poppers” and ditch clearing.
looking for someone who lives nearer to the site to walk the transect Tools and gloves are provided along with other
next year. If you have an interest in butterflies and would like to have equipment and safety briefings.
a go at transect walking, please let us know. This involves walking If you are interested, please contact Paula at reid-
round the site along a pre-determined route, recording the butterflies paulaj@yahoo.co.uk or 07962 874455

seen in each section, and it takes about half an hour. Chris is
willing to walk the transect with a new volunteer initially,

| Feeding time Ditch clearing
Small whites Brush cutting Grass cutting
T
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Chiropodist

Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For toenail cutting, treatment of corns and
hard skin, advice on diabetic foot care etc.

For a home visit, telephone

07969 741792 or 01296 630189

December 2019

TRING BASEL - FARIILY RLMN
CHIMMEY SWEEP
Pumuer Soamcaping Using Liw Lalesd

Tachnology
Wit iog & vininh Fusl S1myaes

CHILTERN

tunpliee & Fited
CHIMMEYS oraln & Py Prbs FlHe
Rinds sl Mmool
01447 4503l Ealuly lvspeclion
Orazl S4TILT Lo M s s Py Fol s Insurance
- Pumnses
wre {5

Handcrapted by Jaby Evans

Memker or The
Brimish Stickmakers Guild

WWW.WiLsTonesTicks.com
Telephone: 01442 822115

FARM t-t“ﬂ:ﬁ"'& SHoP|
e L g ST

All You Want For

Christmas

-Christmas Treas-
-Holly Wreaths-
-Gifts-

-Fruit & Vegetables-
-Hampers-

-Gift Boxed Oils-
-Dry Hardwood Logs-
And Much Much More!

01442 B284 78
W e sl son e saak
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Long Marston Village Hall
Fundraiser

CRAFT STALL

We’re going to run a craft stall at some local events
with proceeds going to the Victory Hall
improvement fund. If you are a crafter with items
that you would be willing to donate, or would like
to share our table with a contribution to the fund,
please contact kim.dixon@hotmail.co.uk 01296
662922.

Could you be a News Reporter

Village News is in great need of additional reporters to
cover not only the ever growing number of local events
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal
slant on village life.

No previous experience is required and the amount of
time given would depend purely on individual
circumstances.

If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on
01442 826976
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Problem with your wihdows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can'+?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted.

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingiWiindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 +. arrange an appointment today!

dow cleaning service.

Try ourwin e details.

Call 07875 534780 for mor

F.R Jeffery & Son
Coal Merchant

Coal, Smokeless Fuel,
Kiln Dried Logs,
& Compost

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances
Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact us on: 01296 661258

[T Heating N

Family busiress over 20 years serving Tring, Long Marston & YWilages

i5axs Canmtral Hrating, Baoilers, Fires & AGAR,
Srreicing, Repairs & Upgradas,
Powrer Flushing, Landlords Cedificates,
Flumhbing & Encrgy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 BOOTED
enracaflesding.co.ch .
Homamnar Hejies, Woedmrs,
Wigqintan, Tring HEL BHT. y safe
".."l'h -I‘r"- wrm IRz ngl LK FRRIT
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0 Electrolux

BOSCH f:%ﬁg SIEMENS (im=wrw
=

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-
ances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.

]
M) Electrical Engineering Ltd

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

An established family business with courteous, prompt service,
covering Beds, Bucks & Herts for mora information
please visit our website or contact Mike

w 01296 630703

Web:  www.mj=electrical.co.uk

Email: ~ merockett@mj-electrical.co.uk

uf'm" Lighting © Power # Heating o Testing lin.:

e
Uik i "]

-]
T&S TREECARE

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE
Telephone: 01296 662167
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Where Learning and

Growing is Fun
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www.thetechnologydoctors.co.uk
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*Tax-free vouchers,
Ofsted rated
Good’ *30Hours and
December 2016. County funding
registered.
FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Termtime Tuesday 9-3pm Term time
Thursday 9-3pm Termtime Friday 9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk
firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston
HP23 4QS

Tel: 07925185311

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

‘Komen s maths and English

'*tr_Fd;, prograrimes 4o ol
ta woLr cills's indivioual roode.
~urtu-ing thsir ceperencs
and erth ziasm for lesrnins,

16 e e 2hild's Zosnnsl,
AR i Bl e s o

il D s 2aninit v

Tring Sty Centra

Leuize CoelmEn 01525 376 &40

KUMION

&l | KENNETH BROWN r
ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

JOBS FOR JO

No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you

Garden tidying - regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620 or 01442 891444

Village News
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Pomegranates, poinsettias—and CAKE!

There are some things that just seem to evoke Christmas
whenever I see or hear them.  Snow, robins, carols and
sleigh bells are just a few of the obvious ones, and I am sure
that each person has their own individual triggers that can
instantly whisk them to the festive season and, hopefully to
happy memories of ‘perfect’ times.

Most of us will have idealised our happy memories to such
an extent that we forget the parts that dulled the day and sev-
eral memories may combine and blur together to create one
event that we then try to recreate — often unsuccessfully. “I
just want Christmas to be the way it used to be” is a phrase
that people often say when trying to explain quite why they
are putting so much effort into one day of the year.

TV ads and films also reinforce the idea of happy families all
sitting round a giant dinner table, laughing as they pass the
sprouts and someone bringing an enormous turkey to the
table to be carved in front of everyone — and five people all
managing to have a leg! The reality of a chaotic kitchen,
elbow pushed and squashed against elbow, and the mangled
dissection of the turkey to ensure that everyone gets some of
what they want, is never seen; the image of perfection being
what is to be aspired to at all costs.

It’s a funny thing about perception against reality — we try so
hard to chase the dream that we often forget to be grateful for
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by Sally Smith

the reality that we have. We spend money on gifts that we
hope people will like, but always include the receipt in case
they don’t. We over-cater to ensure that there is plenty of
food for everyone who might pop round, rather than just buy-
ing the usual quantity of food and perhaps one or two extra
items — many of which linger in cupboards or at the back of
the fridge until January or beyond.

“I just wanted everything to be perfect” being the phrase
most often sobbed when some minor issue has ‘ruined’ the
day — I remember my own mother saying something similar
when her mother-in-law commented “That was very nice, but
I would have been just as happy with Welsh Rarebit!” It has
become a family joke now, but at the time it seemed the
worst indictment ever and made more than a few meals after-
wards very tense affairs!

Spending time together with those we love should be cher-
ished and enjoyed. Whether it is over an elaborate meal or a
bag of smarties, being together should surely be what we aim
for. Perfection is over-rated and so hard to achieve when
reality comes into play— wonderful if we get there, but not
always manageable. Focus on what is really important rather
than the images that memories and the media give you and
enjoy your time with those you love, as love is the most per-
fect gift of all.

Long Marston cricket club

Long Marston CC played host to their first ever 10k
Fun Run on October 20th, an extraordinary successful
day for the club as more than 100 runners took part.
A key fundraiser for the club, it was great to see so
many different faces in the pavilion both before and
after the run, which took place over through the fields
behind the club.

The run itself was one by Harry Bowles in a very quick
time of 36mins 55secs - Harry is both a former LMCC
colt, 1st XI captain and is the son of chairman Chris.
Nicholas Stallman came second, while Cory Dyck was
third. Jessica Creak was the first female home in an
impressive time of 44:38.

A huge thank you must go to Tracy Beesley, who was
the organiser and chief driving force behind the first
event. Her tremendous work saw all the runners com-
ment how much they enjoyed it, and much they hoped
we'd do another one next year - more on that later.

As well as Tracy, we must thank Malcolm Miles, who

let us use his field alongside the cricket club to park
cars, the Gaymer family who kindly let us run through
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by Matthew Storey

their fields, meaning an entirely off-road course and
lastly The Happy Egg company and the Dean family.
Their sponsorship was vital, the free eggs given out to
runners at the end welcomed and their support for our
club never taken for granted.

Get 25th October 2020 in the diary, as the second
LMCC fun run has already been confirmed for that
date. More info to follow in later newsletters.

Back on the cricket pitch, winter nets have been con-
firmed for early 2020. From Sunday 9th February 2020,
we'll be running them at Chesham Prep School between
10am and Midday. Anyone is welcome to join, whether
an experienced cricketer or picking up a bat for the first
time.

We're also always on the lookout for people who want
to get involved but might not be able to play - umpires
and scorers both welcome. For any info on either call
Lee Beesley on 07923 462037.

The pavilion is always available to hire too, contact
Matt Storey on 07918653473.
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Tring's Independent Travel Adent

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Travel Impressions

If you need help and advice with planning your next holiday, we will be extending our
opening hours in lanuary to include every Saturday from 9am-1pm.

Come in for a chat over a coffeel

01442 890265

enquiries{@ravelimpressions.co.uk
www_travelimpressions.co.uk
Sasitm &, Georgs House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herss. HPZ3 4AF

Seaton’s Catering

Established 1990

We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings
and other family events.

Please call to order or discuss your menu.
Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375

www.seatonscatering.co.uk
Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

lL.ost Marble

Building Conservation

+ Hrmlege ol ng sarca =t
= L rie iraarar repic g

= Sanden well repair:

+ CZFIrimey raghoralon

+ 1IEmf 55 1EE Asnve

Stewart beory: 07OV G322 *
stewartivoryiiyahoo.co.uk G

The Queens Head

Long Marston
3 B Food served
¥ Thursday, Friday 5-9pm
Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm

Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music

01296 668368
www.queensheadlongmarston.com
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd
All ovens hob and extractors

« Professional service
o Excellent value and fully insured
o Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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The ghost of an idea!

A story of Longub Puttastone
by Martin Winship

It was the kind of morning that could not help but raise the
spirits. Cold, crisp and sharp, frost making gossamerlace out
of the old spider webs in the hedgerows and covering every
twig and haw with a sparkling silver fur.

Old Siegfried put a hand above his brow. “Blooming winter!
Blooming Christmas! Blooming jackdaws!” The inspira-
tional morning had clearly not penetrated very far into his
rather earthy personality. “Ground like blooming concrete! 1
think I’ve bent one of me tines again.” He lifted his fork, and
frowned at a prong which was definitely out of line. He mut-
tered something else of an unsavoury nature, and, having
made very little impression on his allotment, and having de-
cided that the Half Head pub was probably open by now, he
came to the sensible conclusion that it was time to adjourn
and take some refreshment.

Accordingly, Siegfried gave his askew fork a cursory wipe,
locked up his shed, and strolled along the village street with
the fork on his shoulder. When he reached the pub and went
in, he was not disappointed. Rupert had excelled himself, and
a welcoming cheery blaze danced and spat in the hearth.
“Morning Siggy,” Rupert greeted his first customer. Usual?”
Siegfried leant his fork against the wall, and walked over to
the bar. “Aye. Although referring to any of the jollop you
serve up as ‘usual’ is a joke.”

Rupert pulled Siegfried’s pint and stood it on the counter,
shaking his head. “There’s nothing wrong with my beer. I
always take good care of it, as well you know,” he insisted.
Siegfried grunted, took the top off his pint, and turned to
claim a seat hard by the fire before anyone else came in. But
it was at that point he realised that he was not, in fact,
Rupert’s first customer of the morning. Someone was already
occupying the seat in the corner, in the angle of the walls
next to the fireplace. As Siegfried moved closer he saw that
it was a young man, in some sort of uniform, evidently a
member of the armed forces. Siegfried sat in a chair quite
close, to gain the benefit of the fire, and to be sociable. He
raised his glass. “Morning.” The young man returned the
compliment. “Morning to you too sir. And a fine morning it
is. I really don’t remember many better than this in Longub
Puttastone.” He extended a hand in greeting. “Steven Green,’
he introduced himself.

>

Siegfried shook the hand and raised an eyebrow. “Spent
much time in these parts have you?” he asked. The other
nodded. “Oh yes. Actually, I was born and raised in
Longub Puttastone. Went to the village school.” He drank
some of his beer, and looked thoughtful. “I don’t think it
would be going too far to say that the village made me what I
am today.” Siegfried also took a swallow, the meanwhile
casting an inquisitive eye over his companion’s uniform.
“You’ll excuse me for saying so, but that’s an odd-looking
set of togs you’ve got on. Kind of old fashioned.” “No —
that’s alright. People often say that. I’'m a lieutenant in the
Bomb Disposal mob.” Siegfried whistled. “Now that’s a job
I’d not take on in a hurry. I doubt not you’ve had some
scares.” “Yes; certainly. As a matter of fact, the worst time
was quite close; quite nearby.” Siegfried looked surprised.
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“Really? I’d not heard...... ?

“I was one of the team that was called in when the school
was bombed by the Jerries. You probably remember that.”
He gazed across at Siegfried, who had paused, his glass half
way up to his mouth. “One of the “eggs” had failed to deto-
nate you see. It had gone in just behind the boiler room, so
we went in to try and make it safe. Quite tricky it was.”
Siegfried put his pint down. “But..... that was blooming
years and years ago! And...... and anyway, I remember the
story — the bomb went off didn’t it? Blew the school to
blooming bits.” The young man nodded. “I’m afraid so.
Killed all of us.” Siegfried grinned. “Very amusing. Fancy
another pint?” “Cheers. I don’t mind if I do.”

Siegfried took his glass back to Rupert. “Two more of the
same,” he ordered. Rupert pulled the pints, setting them as
before on the counter. “Thirsty, are you Siggy?” he smirked.
“Don’t be sillier than you can help. One’s for the young fel-
low in the corner.” “What young fellow?” asked a puzzled
Rupert. Siegfried turned, gesturing. “Him. In the corner by
the...... “ His voice faltered. The seat was empty.

“You’ve been dozing Siggy. Muttering to yourself too.”
Slightly dazed, Siegfried took his pints back to the corner.
He slumped down, heavily, in the seat the young man had
occupied. As he did so, there was a metallic clatter. Siegfried
looked down. Something had fallen from the underside of the
seat. He picked it up. It was a battered silver cigarette case,
with the monogram “S. G.”, and beneath that the year; 1942.
Siegfried snapped the case open. Inside were a dozen or so
fresh looking and smelling cigarettes; Player’s Weights.
“Blimey” he whispered. “They haven’t made them for years,
have they?”

As other customers came into the Half Head, they noticed
how introspective and uncommunicative Siegfried was;
many commented on it. When Thomas Crab came in, he
fetched a pint of cider and joined Siegfried by the fire. He
noticed the extra pint on the table in front of his friend. “Got
company, have we?” he asked. Siegfried, who had been lost
in thought, looked up. “Eh? Oh — yes. I mean no. At least.....
I’m not sure.” Thomas frowned. “What’s up Siggy? You
seem a bit peculiar, even for you.“ He chuckled. “You look
as though you’d seen a ghost!”

Siegfried told Thomas about the young man, and his story,
and his ‘disappearance’. Thomas grinned. “I think Rupert
was right, Siggy. You must have fallen asleep in front of the
fire and dreamt the whole thing.” Siegfried held the silver
cigarette case up in front of Thomas. “And how do you ex-
plain this blooming thing then?” he asked “Coincidence!”

Thomas laughed. “Come on Siggy — snap out of it!”
Siegfried took quite a while to “snap out of it”. Though he
did, eventually, of course. He managed to force himself to
drink what he referred to as “Steven’s Pint”, and later, back
at his cottage, he even enjoyed a few puffs on the old gaspers
he had found.

It was noticed, subsequently, that Siegfried would never
again sit in the corner seat, despite it having been his favour-
ite spot for years, and he would give anyone else who had the
temerity to sit there a hard stare; a very hard stare indeed.
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St. Mary’s Church

Service of Nine Lessons el Carols
Sunday, 22" December. 3.30 p.m.

Our annual, very traditional carol service, welcoming back the Ridgeway Chorale

for “solo” items and to help us along with the carols. As always, after the service
seasonal refreshments will be served, i.e. Puttenham Punch, Mince Pies and Sau-
sage Rolls. Don't forget to put this date and time in your diary.

Church Decorating ahead of the service will take place on Saturday, 21
December from 10 a.m. Please join us for this happy task, If you are
able to provide suitable greenery, berries, etc., they will be most welcome.

St. Mary’s Church

Midnight Mass — Christmas Eve

Tuesday, 24" December at 9 p.m.
A magical service on Christmas Eve as we wait in anticipation .....
Also, another opportunity to sing all the well-loved carols.

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST
Our sincere apologies to those who had booked for the October Supper. As you now know, this
annual event was cancelled due to such a low response. Who wanted to come out in the eve-
ning during such severe wet weather!

We have decided to move our evening events to a lunch-time, and will be holding a Spring
Lunch in place of the October Supper and, hopefully, an Autumn Lunch in place of the Supper

2020. LOOK OUT FOR DATES IN THE NEXT VILLAGE NEWS.

A sincere THANK YOU to all those who have cleaned St.Mary’s throughout
the year and supplied the church with flowers during the seasons, namely
Ernestine & Oliver Matthews, Lis Josling, Margaret Kelland, Ali Driver,
Beckie Barker, Susan Tondreau. Thank you for your time and efforts. If you
would like to join our team, please contact Christine: 07514 548289.

A very peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year from all at
St. Mary’s, Puttenham.

Village News Supported by The Puttenham Trust
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Letter to the editor ...

From Ivor Gregory, Astrope

Bonfire Night at L.ong Marston

With reference to a letter in the November edition of the
Village News from the Long Marston Victory Hall
Committee concerning their cancellation of the annual
bonfire and firework display. I posted a response to this on
Facebook (Everything Long Marston) and for those who do
not subscribe to this, I am quoting the post, below - it was
very well received, gaining 80 ‘likes’ from local people:-

FIREWORKS AT LONG MARSTON

Despite the efforts of the Long Marston Victory Hall Com-
mittee, the traditional Long Marston Bonfire Night
Celebrations have been cancelled again this year. In a letter
published in the Village News this month, the LMVHC has
said that this is because they have been unable to locate an
alternative site.

They did not approach me, even though they know that I
have land and how I can be contacted. If they had contacted
me then I would have readily agreed and the event could
have gone ahead as usual for these last two years.

I am not prepared to stand back and see our traditional Guy
Fawkes Celebrations extinguished and will ensure that they
are resumed next year. The event will take place on my land
at Astrope in 2020 on Thursday 5th November - the proper
date. Long Live Tradition!
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THE LITTLE IT COMPANY

Laptops, PCs, Tablets, Apple Macs, Wifi Internet,
Repairs & Upgrades, FREE collection & delivery

Experienced Tech Professional will solve all your
computer/technology related problems.

MO FIX - NO FEE GUARANTEE

Facebook Page:
@thelittleitc

Website:
www.thelittleI Teompany.co.uk

Make your Computer Smile - Call Mark based in Cheddington 07789 304 274

Village News
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter,

PCSO Martin Leadbetter and PCSO Tommy Walter
01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Reports of river flooding
Environment Agency

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter

Cubs and Scouts

Jane Dawson

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
Churchwarden Ken Martin

St Mary’s Puttenham

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170
Churchwarden Christine Rutter 07514 548289
All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister 01442 822170
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

0845988 1188

07514 548289

07759 888085

01296 661021

01442 822894

Doug Chalmers 07885 962818

Clerk to the Parish Council

Chloe Collins email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Villages Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann

Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk

Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School

01296 668548

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams 07925 185311
Long Marston Tennis Club

Jackie Anwyl 01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 0207 219 4459
Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781
Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Village News

Colin Moore 01442 826976
Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush 01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Mick McManus 01442 828748
Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096
WI

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.
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Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Send your editorial contributions,
articles, event notices, news and pictures

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower
case)

Deadline for items to go in the December
edition is: Wednesday 15 January 2020

The editor will be

Thank you ...
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056

Village News




Page 27

The Half Moon re-visited

There were tales of American servicemen stationed at Long
Marston aerodrome using the pub during WW2, and of
contingents of The Hounslow Home Guard pitching their
tents in the pub’s back garden during joint exercises with the
local Tring Area Home Guard forces.

Sadly in 1964 Fred Cooper passed away, but undeterred 70
year old May kept the Landlord’s licence for the next 12
years, running the pub on her own.

May used to keep geese in the back garden to act as “guard
dogs” and to raise the alarm in the event of intruders.
Unfortunately, this did not deter someone who broke into the
pub in 1976 during the night, and then proceeded to hold up
82 year old May at knifepoint before tying her to a chair
while they escaped with the takings. Luckily May managed
to free herself, but as there was no telephone connection at
the pub, she simply took herself off to bed, and let her
friends and neighbours know about the robbery the next day.
This incident though was thought to be the last straw, and
May gave up the licence later that year.

Some of the group that attended the 9™ November luncheon
are pictured on page 1, these being principally the direct
relatives of Fred and May, so some may be known to current
residents of the Parish. Fred and May’s daughter, Lesley,
who was actually born upstairs in the pub, is the lady in
white in the middle of the photograph shown on page 1.
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(continued from page 1)

Fred and May Cooper

appreciation that the various photographs displayed in the
public bar continue to act as a visual history of the pub and
Wilstone village.

Our thanks to the family for taking time during their celebra-
tions to talk to the Village News. They certainly appeared to
be having a great time, and will surely have enjoyed a

delicious lunch.
Many of the family members expressed their pleasure that
The Half Moon has remained a “Real” pub, and interestingly,
some of the family could remember purchasing ( for May
Cooper who was a collector) individual horse brasses which
are still on display in the pub. Others expressed their

(Editor’s note : we will be sending the family copies of the
Village News in which this article appears.)

Early film nights remembered??? by Peter Walker

Wilstone Film Nights have been going for many years,
but this mobile cinema, lovingly called Audrey, has been
around since the 1960’s.

|Seen in Tring a couple of weeks ago, this specially
adapted, unique, and lovingly restored vehicle was one of
only seven mobile cinemas commissioned by the Minis-
try of Technology to promote British Industry.

Its spaceship bubble over the cab houses the old projec-
tion equipment whilst inside there is a 22 seat sound in-

sulated and climate controlled movie theatre.

Photo by Peter Walker
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AS some of you may be aware,
I’'m the new curate in town! My
family and | moved to Tring from
St Albans this year and | began
working with the Tring Parish
Team in July (I think | can still
claim ‘newbie’ status for another
couple of months at least!).l was
Ordained at St Albans Cathedral
in June this year following a
career working in telecoms and
Human Resources — so quite a
change in many ways!

Needless to say the road to
ordained ministry was not a
simple one and required a great
many years of study,
discernment and preparation.
Preparing for priesthood,
preparing to move house,
preparing to meet new people, preparing for
new schools, preparing for a new way of life.

So, in many ways, being asked to write a
reflection for Advent and Christmas feels very
apt for me personally. Advent is a time of
preparation in itself and as Christians we are
getting ready to welcome the Son of God into
this world at Christmas.

This time of year means so many things for
different people. For many it is a most joyous
occasion; preparing to celebrate with your
family, a time for everyone to get together for
great food, a good drink and countless board
games! It could be a time to curl up on the
couch and binge watch your favourite
Christmas films or attend festive parties, sing
songs, decorate the tree, wrap presents and
generally have a jolly old time.

However, it's important we don’t assume that
everyone is feeling the same level of
exuberance about the season — there will be
those who are dreading facing Christmas and
the New Year without a loved one and
preparing to deal with their grief ,those who
feel alone or have no one to share the
festivities with, those who are dreading the
expense of it all, those with families who they
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by Sarah Marshall

The new curate, Sarah Marshall

struggle to feed, let alone purchase presents.
There are many such people living
among us in our communities, however
unlikely to make it known publicly to avoid a
‘big fuss’ -
therefore it is up to those of us who have
more than we need to be alert, to look out for
signs of distress and offer what we can to
help.

However you feel about this time of year and
whatever your circumstances are, you can
always be sure of a warm, friendly welcome at
any one of the many Advent or Christmas
services running in your local churches
(please do check the timetable provided in the
magazine for details).

Wonderment, hospitality and love are central
to the mission of Jesus and to the Christmas
story, therefore you will find these in ‘sleigh
loads’ at church. The invite is open to all-so
come along and experience for yourselves the
comfort and hope that this season brings to
everyone who seeks it.

In the meantime, hopefully we’ll meet in
person in the very near future, so if you see
me around, please do come over and say ‘hi’!



