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Long Marston school remembers 
                                                                                                                       by Sam Moore 

Children at Long Marston School made their own remembrance 

centenary display. One of the most moving is pictured above. 

  

This was created by all of our children who each made a poppy and 

wrote on the back what they are thankful for.  

 

On the back page are shown three of the many messages written by 

the children 
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Editor this month: John McCall 
Editorial Team  

 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 

and Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

The nights are drawing in, the temperature is 

falling , the Christmas shopping rush is just 

beginning (thank goodness for the internet) and we 

are entering the festive season and “what a lot we 

got for you!” 

 

From Mamma Mia to wine tasting (possibly at the 

same time) from recipes to our own new Michael 

Parkinson (nee PL) , it’s all in our packed edition. 

 

But please don’t forget that this magazine, which 

is a free publication, needs your support to survive 

and the 100 Club is the best way to help. So, if  

you are not a member, please consider joining. 

 

Lastly, from all at the Village News team, have a 

great Christmas and a happy and prosperous New 

Year. 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

The next edition will be for February and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 16January 2019. 
Note: there will not be a January edition 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

2 December 2018 
10.00am –Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm –Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

9 December 2018 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

16 December 2018 
10.00am – Worship for all at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Carol Service at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

23 December 2018 
10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Worship for all at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Even Song at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

24 December 2018 
4.00pm – Crib Service at All Saints, Long Marston 

7.00pm – Christmas Eve Service at St Cross, Wilstone 

9.00pm – Midnight Mass at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

25 December 2018 
10.00am – Christmas Service at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Christmas Service at St Cross, Wilstone 

30  December 2018 
10.00am – Team Service at St Peter & St Paul’s, Tring 

6 January 2019 
10.00am –Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

13 January 2019 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

20 January 2019 
10.00am – Worship for all at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Churches Together in Tring Unity Service at St 

Mary’s, Puttenham 

22 January 2019 
10.00am –Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

27tJanuary 2019 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Worship for all at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong at St Mary’s, Puttenham 
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 What’s on... 

Diary Dates.. 
Saturday 1 December 

Wilstone village craft fair 12—2.30 Wilstone VH 

Friday 7 December 

Winter Wines 7:30 LM Victory Hall 

Saturday 8 December 

WI Christmas Workshop 2:30 Wilstone VH 

Saturday 8 December 

Long Marston school Christmas fair 2-4pm 

Saturday 8 December  

The Antipoet 8:30 Queens Head LM 

Friday 14 December 

Wilstone Film Night—Mama Mia 2 

Sunday 16 December 

Concert Tring parish church 3pm 

Friday 21 December 

Jazz, Gin and Jumpers 

Wilstone VH 7-11pm  

Saturday 2 February 

Tambourine Jerk Wilstone VH 7.30-11pm 

Sunday 23 June   

Wilstone Open Village event 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

 See page 15 for Christmas/New Year opening hours 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  The 

public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wed 5 December Long Marston village hall. 

Wed 9 January 2019 Long Marston village hall 

Wed 6 February 2019 Long Marston village hall 

Winter Wines       Friday 7th De -
Long Marston Victory Hall,  

7:30 pm for 8:00pm start 

Tickets – Liz Ayling  

07973 786389  

£25 per person 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 
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Live at  

Wilstone Village Hall 
 

Sat 2nd FEB 2019: 7.30-11pm 
 

A fund raiser for Long Marston School PTA 

Tambourine Jerk will be returning for one night only to rock 

out the village hall with 40 of the best pop and rock songs 

from the last six decades of music. Their set will take you on 

a sonic journey from fifties Rock ‘n’ Roll right through to 21st 

Century pop classics.   
 

From Beatles to Bowie, The Rolling Stones to Jason Mraz, 

Neil Diamond to the Kings of Leon.  There is something for 

everyone from disillusioned teenagers to silver surfers! 

Tickets on sale at Wilstone Community Shop, 

The Queen’s Head, Long Marston & Long 

Marston School priced at £10.00 each. 

 Licensed bar with Tring beer, Prosecco, wine 

and soft drinks. 

WILSTONE OPEN  

GARDENS 2019 

 
Are you willing and able to show off 
your lovely garden to the public on 

Sunday 23rd June next year? 
 

Please let me know 
 

Jo - 891444 or 07719 434620 
 

jomark@waitrose.com 

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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Everyone  connected to St. Cross church in Wilstone would like to say a big 

thank you to all those people and organisations who continue to offer support to 

the church throughout the year. It is never advisable to name names, inevitably 

someone will be inadvertently overlooked, but we are very grateful to the grass 

cutters, cooks, flower arrangers, and cleaners whose hard work maintains the 

building for everyone to enjoy. Much appreciation also goes to the Village Hall 

Committee, who so kindly facilitate our bigger events. Having not named names, 

special thanks go to Ken and Olga Martin for their commitment to St. Cross, and 

to Rev’d. Didier Jaquet for his ministry and work on behalf of Wilstone church. 

 

The year will draw to a close with the traditional Carol Service on Christmas Eve 

at 7.00pm and a 10.00am Family Communion service on Christmas morning, 

and we hope many of you will join us for these services . Looking forward, next 

year will be one of financial challenge as we strive to raise money to replace the decking at the entrance to the church 

and also support the Team Ministry, who help St. Cross finance all the aspects of daily church life which the church 

cannot afford on it’s own. 

 

Everyone is welcome at St. Cross, for services, coffee on Tuesday morning, and at all the other events taking place 

throughout the year. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

St. Cross Wilstone –thank you                     by Alison Cockerill 

Russian rails riddle: is Napoleon responsible? 
                                                                                                                                                            by Phil Buchi 

A PREVIOUS Spotters' Corner (Village News,  

October 2018) posed the question: why are today's 

railways in Russia built to a 5-foot gauge, when 

most other European rail networks adopted 

Stephenson's 4' 8½"?  The inconvenient difference 

of 3½ inches seems to be the fault of Napoleon! The 

rapid advance of Napoleon's armies to Moscow in 

1812 (see Tolstoy, L; 'War and Peace', etc.) left an 

uncomfortable memory at the Russian Imperial 

Court. So when railways were invented the Czar 

was not too keen on rapid rail links with the rest of 

Europe that could be used by invaders. A change of 

trains at the border would at least slow them down 

perhaps. (And they would have to queue for 

tickets.) 

 

Well, that's the story that my initial enquiries  

revealed - and a reasonable explanation is seems 

too. But not without its critics apparently, as recent 

correspondence in the serious journal "Today's 

Railways - Europe" has shown. On the letters page 

of the November 2018 edition, the 'Napoleon/

invasion' explanation is supported by 

correspondents Sir Andrew Cook CBE and Mr John 

Edwards, but Mr David M Suffolk advances a  

different view. He says that in the early days of 

railways (and not just in Russia) all sorts of gauges 

were adopted. The first railway in Russia was built 

to a 6 foot gauge, and 5 feet between the rails was 

recommended for the Moscow - St. Petersburg 

railway by its American civil engineer, Whistler. 

The Russian Empire was first linked with the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire by the Warszawa - Wien 

line which was built to Stephenson's 4' 8½" ! 

 

So the decision could just have been a preference 

for one of a number of competing gauges - in the 

19th century there were lots of ideas about how to 

build a railway and not much thought given to 

joining them up. But I still favour the "Napoleon" 

explanation. Russia was slow to invest in railways 

and not much interested in industrialisation either. 

The few lines built were funded by the state and 

were principally for military purposes, not for 

transporting goods or jolly trips to the seaside.  

Eurostar connectivity was certainly not what they 

wanted then, and railway isolation would have 

suited the Czar just fine.  
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 

 
 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Creating festive magic, 

naturally, this Christmas 
Give the perfect present with 

beautiful handmade and ethically 

produced candles and diffusers 

from the St.Eval Candle Co in 

Cornwall. Choose from the clas-

sics: Bay and Rosemary, Bergamot 

and Nettle plus many more. 

Classic festive fragrances include 

Inspiritus, Orange and Cinnamon, 

Sandalwood, Figgy Pudding and 

new this season is Winter Thyme. 

New this year is the Garden of 

Eden collection of leaf embossed 

pots and pillars in Tabac, Gera-

nium and Fig. 

For more home fragrances and 

skin care there is the Naturally 

European Collection from the 

Somerset Toiletries Company, 

including Shea Butter hand 

creams, body lotions,  diffusers 

and gift packs and the Savon de Marseille classic 

French fragrances of Lavender, Verveine, and 

Rose, and more ethi-

cally sourced gifts 

from as little as £4.  

Call me and you can 

see my full range at 

my home, or at Tring 

Market every Friday. 

See my website for other events. 

 

Jill Walker 07796 804 044 

jillwalker@whitejasmine.org 

www.whitejasmine.org 

               @jillshomeandfragrance 

White Jasmine 
Home & Fragrance 
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Behind the beard 
Just when you thought it couldn’t get worse 

A Longub Puttastone story—in verse! 
By Martin Winship 

One evening, chilled with autumn weather   

The Women’s Association got together 

For their monthly meeting in the Hall 

Looking forward, one and all, 

To a very interesting chat 

And of course as well as that 

To enjoy a lovely cup of tea 

And see if they could all agree – 

As Christmas time was drawing near – 

What they could do to spread good cheer 

. 

Prunella proposed a Glittering Ball, 

But backing for this was rather small. 

Florence too had little support 

For a Christmas Party in the tennis court. 

Lots of other ideas and schemes 

Were all dismissed as mere pipe-dreams. 

 

Then came the plan from Alice Ball 

That got the thumbs-up from them all. 

“I think between us we could build 

A Santa’s Grotto”. They were thrilled. 

At once they began to talk and plot 

And make long lists of what they’d got – 

When someone spoke. It gave them pause. 

“Who will be our Santa Claus?” 

 

They realised they’d need a plan 

To help them to obtain A Man. 

They agreed that to help them choose 

They’d have some costumed interviews. 

One lady said she would design 

A colourful eye-catching sign 

And then she’d have some copies done. 

Prunella clapped her hands. “What fun!” 

 

All was agreed, the plan was made; 

The posters done and soon displayed. 

The days swept past, and in the Hall 

All was prepared. Up went the call 

For the first candidate to try 

To be their Santa and tell them why 

It should be him. So in he came; 

Everybody knew his name. 

It was Old Siegfried, and down he sat. 

The chairlady asked him to remove his hat. 

Siggy refused. “I’m getting old – 

I will not let my head get cold!” 

“But then the costume will not fit!” 

“Well then; that’s the end of it”. 

 

And out he went, no backward glance. 

The next man entered to take his chance. 

It was Thomas, who they could not choose; 

He always smelled of appley booze. 

Next came Jake, but it appeared 

He was allergic to the beard. 

Rodney they would not entertain, 

The reason being, to speak plain, 

The ladies shared a common fear – 

The children’s gifts might “disappear”. 

So Rodney left – out of the door. 

He was the last. There were no more. 

 

So though the Grotto was constructed 

The ladies’ scheme had been obstructed. 

But they would have to find a way 

To “open for business” on the day. 

The weeks flew by, and came the date 

For which the children had had to wait. 

 

Lots of them queued up outside 

The Grotto, and they could not hide 

The thrill of meeting Santa Claus. 

And when the lady opened the doors 

The children were not disappointed – 

There sat Santa, as appointed! 

They told him what they hoped to get 

On Christmas Day, and better yet 

They each of them received a toy – 

One for every girl and boy. 

And later on, everyone 

Agreed what a good job Santa had done; 

But although Santa “got the nod” 

Most felt that something had been odd. 

The voice was squeaky, the stature small; 

For behind the beard was ALICE BALL!!! 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Bumper Attendance 
What a contrast from your reporter’s last journey in the dark 

to Puttenham Village Hall!  On the previous occasion, there 

were twice as many councillors as spectators and there were 

few interventions from the floor. This time the car park was 

crowded ten minutes before the kick off and it was difficult 

to find a seat. It seemed that, at last, the councillors were  

attracting the audience that their undoubted commitment 

deserves. 

 

Planning Dramas 
When the meeting started the Chairman announced an  

adjustment to the agenda and this change explained why the 

hall was so full. A planning application for a proposed  

building in Chapel End Lane Wilstone was to be discussed 

first. It soon became clear that around half the audience were 

there just to discuss this one item, including the exalted  

presence of a Borough Councillor. 

 

Councillors Ward and Chalmers, supported by the Chairman, 

made it clear that they had visited the proposed site and, 

based on the guidelines that they have to work to, could not 

support an objection to the proposal. This message took 

some time to get through as the nearby residents raised  

concerns about parking, access, conservation of bats, owls 

and any other endangered species. The Chairman showed 

remarkable patience during this repetitive dialogue and  

finally called time. He confirmed that the correct forum for 

these objections is the Dacorum planning meeting where 

apparently every objector is allowed a 3 minute speech, not a 

second more. 

 

When this debate ended, the Chairman announced that there 

was no need for everyone to stay for the whole meeting and 

there was a quick exodus of the Wilstone objectors, leaving 

an audience of more normal size. And just when it seemed 

that we might move on to the main agenda, another visitor 

raised objections to a proposal to build a new residence  

near Boarscroft Farm. Apparently this had already been 

OK’d by the councillors but second thoughts were requested 

in view of the unique character of the grasslands and the 

need for new services. This request got a better reception and 

it was agreed that there would be another site visit to reassess 

the position. 

 

Incomprehensible Financials 
For the second year running, the Chairman’s explanation of 

the financials was supported by a projector screen that  

nobody could see. Actually the Councillors might have been 

able to see but the screen was behind them and, in any case, 

they seemed to have copies of the documents. For the  

audience the screen was about a length of a cricket pitch 

from their seats so it was all just a blur.                              

The Chairman made it worse by saying ‘as you can see’ and 

‘if you look at’ and ‘see the yellow highlighting’ while we all 

sat listening to complex stuff about precepts, CILs, reserves 

and budgets. Was it a way of confusing us all and preventing 

questions? I’m sure this was not the case but we can hope for 

a better visual presentation next time. 

 

Football Finale 
After negotiations which match Brexit for time taken and 

complexity, agreement of the contract with the LM football 

club has finally been completed and a signing ceremony is to 

take place shortly. There was no mention of whether there is 

a backstop but presumably this will be carried out by the 

team goalkeeper! 

 

Feline Intermission 
At this point there came, from the back of the hall, an animal 

sound. Was it someone driven mad by the financials? No it 

proved to be a cat who had strayed into the hall, perhaps  

objecting to a planning application for a dog kennel? A 

member of the public moved swiftly and evicted the  

offender, before more planning discussions could begin. 

 

Turning the Tables 
There was a bizarre discussion about the practice of moving 

the picnic table in the LM Recreation Ground in order to 

provide better access to the Pump Track. Some thought that 

this was innocent fun, some advocated concreting in or 

screwing down the table. It was agreed to look at costs and 

options. 

 

Any Questions 
When proceedings were opened up to the public, the first 

question was - why are questions only allowed at the end of 

proceedings, rather than at the beginning? There was no  

definite answer and no offer to change but it was made clear 

that the reason was not to ensure that everyone sits through 

the whole meeting.  

 

As if anyone would need persuading to experience such a 

great pleasure! 

 

Election Excitement 
The Chairman announced that there will be elections for all 

places on the Council in 2019. Councillor Lovis said that all 

residents should be well informed about the application  

process, so that any new talent is encouraged to campaign for 

election.  What was left unsaid – no doubt due to natural 

modesty - is that, despite a few minor imperfections that 

have been highlighted in our meeting reports, it would be 

hard to find a more committed and effective group of  

councillors. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Gill Craze   tbc 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle   01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft       email:tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

All things miniature                                                                                             by Jean Fox 

I popped along to Wilstone Village Hall with my 

granddaughter one Saturday in November, to visit 

an event organised by the Aylesbury Dolls House 

Club.  What a lovely surprise for us both to dis-

cover a miniature hand-made wonderland of dolls 

houses, seaside chalets, gardens and Christmas 

scenes.  There were interactive workshops where 

we learned how to make bonsai trees, miniature 

wire bead mazes and teeny jigsaw puzzles, using 

bits and bobs from a surprising number of every-

day household items like; rubber glove fingers, the 

stalks from bunches of grapes, sphagnum moss and 

bottle caps! 

 

The Aylesbury Dolls House Club, meets at  

Halton Village Hall in Halton on the first Wednes-

day of each month, from 7.30-9.30pm. 

The cost of a year’s membership is currently £15.  

On Club nights the group usually work on a project 

that can vary from an inexpensive kit,  

completed during the session, to more ambitious  

projects built over several months.  Members are 

also welcome to work on their own projects. 

 

In addition to monthly meetings, there are  

occasional day workshops led by a Club member 

or a guest specialist. 
 

New members are welcome and if you are inter-

ested in joining or would like to know more, they 

can be contacted on their Facebook page;  

Aylesbury Dolls House Club or telephone  

07811 006315. 

One of the displays                                  Picture  Jean Fox 

No 125 difficult 

Sudoku Corner           by Colin Moore 

.                                                        Solution on page 16 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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The future of the church                                               by Leslie Barker 

Having looked at the last fifty years of the church in 

the previous meeting we decided to look at its fu-

ture in our October meeting. Nine members met, 

including Mike who said that he could still move his 

hip without pain. Jeremy reported on the Bike ‘n’ 

Hike Run which raises money for the upkeep of re-

dundant church buildings.  

Our discussion related almost entirely to the 

Church of England, focusing on the Tring Team. 

Jeremy  began the discussion with the changes 

made at Puttenham Church. As asked for by the 

bishop there are now weekly services, and the 

Taizé service appears to be successful (it has only 

just begun) under Malcolm Nobbs’s leadership. 

However this will inevitably lead to more work for 

the clergy. 

There are also likely to be more redundant historic 

churches as parishes are amalgamated due to a 

shortage of clergy. This was not the case here as 

the Tring Team has five posts, as well as several 

retired priests who help. However the church in 

general, and as seen at StP&P, will also rely on 

retired church members. While it is good that peo-

ple live longer and are more able to contribute, 

there is a generation gap approaching of 60-70 

year olds to take over. 

We discussed the reasons for the lack of leaders 

for children’s and youth work, particularly as the 

Sunday School at St&P had recently closed down.  

One reason was thought to be the generation gap 

with no-one to take over from those retiring.  An-

other telling reason is that men are afraid of being 

unfairly or maliciously accused of abusing children. 

My thoughts were to remember the ordeal Cliff 

Richard underwent. 

The conclusion was that humanly speaking we 

were pessimistic. However if we believe the church 

is in God’s hands and that He will act does that 

mean we need do nothing? No, we must be con-

cerned and go forward seeking God’s will, though 

leaving its outworking in His hands. So spiritually 

we can be optimistic. 

Clive mentioned that the Archbishop of York, John 

Sentamu, the UK’s first black archbishop had an-

nounced his retirement for June 2020. This could 

lead the way to the first female archbishop; con-

tenders could be the Bishops of London and 

Gloucester. 

The Tring Parish Men’s Society meet on the first 

Wednesday of the month at the Half Moon in Wil-

stone at 7.30pm. Meals are available, and all men 

are invited. For further information contact John 

Hawkes on 01442 824199. 

Editors note; this report arrived too late for the November edition so has been included in this current edition 

Housing  Needs  Survey  Report                                  by Nici Ward 

Now available to view online via the website 

www.tringrural.co.uk 

 

If you would like a paper copy please contact Cllr. Nici Ward 

01296  668818 

 

Next Steps: 

                                       1. Ask  developers  to  submit  outline  plans  of  their  proposed  housing  schemes. 

                                       2. Review  plans  with  Dacorum  Borough  Council  Planning  to  establish  viability. 

                                              3. Hold  Open  Meetings  to  get  feedback  from  public. 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

December recipe—leftovers anyone?                  By Sally Smith 

AS everyone knows, the key to a good Christmas is 

planning.  It doesn’t matter what you are intending 

to do, there is nothing worse than discovering you’ve 

missed the last posting day – or waking up on 

Christmas morning and realising that Santa forgot to 

get batteries for the big red fire truck he brought! 

 

This is one of those times when lists are the perfect 

solution as they eliminate the ‘have I done’ or ‘what 

should I get’ panic moments.  Turkey ordered – 

check; tin of shortbread for Great Aunt Maud – 

check; indigestion relief – check. 

 

Funnily enough, most lists focus on before rather 

than after, and therefore the solution to ‘what do I do 

with the leftover leftovers’ gets neglected.  Speaking 

personally I always over cater at Christmas as I want 

to be able to answer the inevitable “Have you got 

…?” question with a yes – even if it’s something we 

don’t usually eat or keep in the house.  This means 

that I inevitably have leftovers that I need to turn 

into something else and so my pre-Christmas  

shopping list always includes ingredients to ensure I 

can create a new meal that can be frozen for later or 

that will inspire jaded appetites - stilton and broccoli 

soup, risottos and, of course, a plethora of turkey 

recipes.  Simply by ensuring I include a few store 

cupboard ingredients in my pre-seasonal shopping, I 

can freeze down a variety of dishes that can then be 

defrosted and used during Panto season (2019 is 

Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood), when time 

becomes short. 

 

This recipe is a family favourite, why not try it  

yourself.  These quantities will serve 8-10. 

 

Turkey Beanpot 
 

Ingredients: 

75g butter                          3 tbsps tomato paste 

350g sliced onions             600ml stock 

2 or 3 cloves of garlic        2 tsps Worcester Sauce 

50g flour                            2 or 3 tsps chilli powder  

1Kg canned tomatoes                   

900g cooked turkey (diced)                                            

425g canned kidney beans (drained) 

 seasoning  

 

 

Method:  

 

Melt the butter in a saucepan and fry the  

onions and garlic until softened.  Stir in the flour 

and chilli powder and cook for 1 minute 

 

Add the tomatoes, tomato paste, stock, seasoning 

and Worcestershire sauce and bring to the boil, 

stirring 

 

Mix in the turkey meat and simmer for 5 minutes. 

 

Add the beans and continue simmering gently for 

20 -30 minutes, adding more stock if required.  

Alternatively, transfer to a casserole and cook in a 

pre-heated oven (180°C, Gas Mark 4) for 45 

minutes 

 
Serve with rice, noodles, mashed potato or bread 
 
 

 
Wilstone Film Night  
audience raises £300 for 
Children in Need. 
 
Each year, the Wilstone Film Night audience gives 

generously to the Children in 

Need charity, which reaches 

its finale on the same 

evening.  

 

This year, as in most years, 

the film night audience is 

invited to join in a game of 

heads ’n tails, by way of a 

donation, to win a modest prize. 

 

A total of £300 was raised including a contribution 

from the Village Hall. So thank you so much ,    

everybody. 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Holiday Opening Hours Christmas Stock 
Monday 24 Dec—7.30 to1 

Tuesday 25 Dec—CLOSED 

Weds 26 Dec – CLOSED* 

Thur 27 & Fri 28 Dec — 9 to 12 

Sat 29 Dec 7.30 to 12 

Sun 30 Dec & Mon 31 Dec —9 to12 

Tuesday 1 January— 9 to12 

Wednesday 2 Jan—back to normal! 
* There will be no paper deliveries on Boxing Day so 

please retain your vouchers for this date 

Homemade Hats 

Public Meeting—Friday 11 Jan 

We have some wonderful 

Christmas stock in this year.  

Decorate your tree with some 

gorgeous felt snowmen or rein-

deer decorations.  Send Wil-

stone Christmas cards and buy 

your 2019 Calendar featuring  

paintings by local artists.  Or-

der your turkey, goose or ham 

from us (pick up an order form 

from the shop) orders are taken 

on a first-come first-served 

basis so order early to avoid 

disappointment.  We have 

homemade mincemeat and 

homemade Christmas puddings with and without nuts (and 

gluten free!)  We have 

gluten-free cheese wafers 

and spiced nut toast for 

your Christmas cheeses. 

Run out of wrapping pa-

per?  Don’t worry we’ve 

got that in stock too as 

well as local cards suit-

able for all those thank 

you notes —come along 

and have a browse! 

Come along and have your say on the future of Wil-
stone Community Shop.  As publicised in last month’s 
Newsletter, we have 3 years to find new premises and 
we need your input on our various options.  We feel 
that we are a valued local asset, but do you agree?  
All your views will help us to decide how best to tackle 
this issue, but whatever happens we will require a 
massive fundraising effort to realise our goals and we 
need our local community behind us every step of the 
way in order to achieve this.  So, please come along 
and give us your support.  7.30—9.00 pm on Friday 
11 January, Wilstone Village Hall. 

We’re sure you’ve 
noticed these wonderful 
handmade hats which 
make a colourful 
display in the shop.  
Made by Gail Short, 
one of our talented 
volunteers, they range 
in price from £10-12 in 
both adult and child 
styles.  Hats can also 
be made to order if you 
have a particular colour 
in mind.  As well as 
warming your own 
head, they make great 
presents too. 

One of our lovely volunteers modelling the hats 

Ali’s tree of baubles 

This year’s Xmas card design 

Can’t make Film Night? We can help! 

Whilst I’m afraid we can’t offer to recreate the convivial 

atmosphere of a Film Night, if you’re unable to make the 

event for whatever reason, let us know, as the DVD of the 

film is always made available to the shop afterwards, and 

we are happy to loan it out.   

Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com 

 
Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

No 125 solution  
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This is the first in a series of  

interviews with some people who  

contribute to village life. My first 

subject is Peter Walker.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and Jill have lived in Wilstone for twenty years; 

indeed, they first met in the Half Moon and were  

married in the village as well. They have been very 

active in creating many events such as the Village Fetes 

and Dog Shows, Open Village, and of course the long 

running Wilstone Film Nights, now in their 13th year.  
 

How did it all get started? The film nights came about 

because we wanted to generate some funds for the 

village hall and create something which had a  

social element to it, especially for the more senior 

members of local villages. We found an organisation 

called Flix in the Sticks, largely funded by the British 

Film Institute, which has the remit of bringing films to 

rural areas, in particular Shropshire and Herefordshire.  

In October 2005 we chose Saving Grace as our first 

film.  It’s still a favourite film of ours and was the 

forerunner of the Doc Martin TV series. Two days  

before the event we had a worrying call; they had not 

clocked that we were in Hertfordshire, not 

Herefordshire, a two and a half hour drive away. Give 

them their due, they stuck to their agreement and since 

then we have been one of their top performing venues. 

 What is your favourite film? I have already 

mentioned Saving Grace, but other brilliant films were 

The Worlds Fastest Indian, ‘66, Untouchables, A Good 

Year, Sunshine on Leith and the Paddington Films. 

Most memorable film night was the Mama Mia film of 

2010 followed by a great party. Wilstone at its best. 
 

Have there been some disasters? Amazingly no. We 

can’t please all the people all the time, but we have not 

done badly. The Life of Brian passed some people by 

(blessed be the cheese makers), but even those films 

that I worried about, like the silent film, The Artist, 

succeeded. 
 

Was going independent a big step? We had little 

choice but to find the money for our own kit. Getting a 

technician down from Shropshire on Friday nights was 

no longer affordable, and local AV companies were 

disappointing  and very expensive. So we could either 

make a loss or find the money for our own kit. 

Thankfully our application to the National Lottery was 

successful and funded 90% of a new AV system. We 

received £10,000 from the National Lottery Fund and 

the Village Hall provided the rest. 
 

What are the advantages of the new film equipment? 

Those who came to our first film night in October will 

have seen a much improved picture quality and the 

surround sound system is fantastic. It also gives us the 

opportunity to show live TV events, show big sports 

fixtures, national events and live theatre feeds.  A less 

obvious advantage is security because the projector is 

tucked away safely in the ceiling. Additionally we have 

gained an extra ten seats as we no longer have the 

equipment at the back of the hall.   

Finally we will be able to make more money for the 

Village Hall as it is cheaper for us run the film nights 

this way. 
 

Rumour has it that a certain Phil Cogger will soon 

be in charge - is there any truth in this?  Yes, that is 

true. Now I have stopped working, Jill and I are taking 

the opportunity of a break in France in the New Year. 

But we are delighted that Phil Cogger 

has volunteered to take up the promoter 

role. 
 

Will you be returning to take the 

helm once more? Well, you are 

assuming that post-Brexit we will be 

allowed back into the country! But we 

don’t know,... never say never! 
 

Next month I will be asking Dianna Crapnell about the 

past, present and future of the Village shop. 

 

Paul Lovis 
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The Village News 

Hundred’s Club 
Registered as a Small Society Lottery with Dacorum Borough Council 

 

ROLL UP, ROLL UP 

 

GET YOUR 2019 LUCKY NUMBER 
Thanks to those who supported the Village News Hundreds Club in 2018!  We raised a total of £1,585 to help support the 

production of our free Parish Magazine.  Of that, we distributed a total of £554.75 in prize money.  The last draw of the  

current period will end in December 2018 (results published in the February issue). 

 

Unfortunately, we were a little short of the expected number of participants, attracting a total of just 53 members from  

approximately 680 households.  These were located geographically in the following settlements; 

 

Wilstone  36 

Long Marston  14 

Gubblecote  3 

Puttenham  0 

 

We are hoping that those of you who participated in 2018 will continue to lend yoursupport going forward into 2019.  And of 

course, we hope to attract lots of new members – the more members the higher the prizes.  If you are able, please sup-

port our community magazine. Here’s how it works:  

 

We will run another lottery January 2019 through to June 2019 inclusive.  You may choose to pay for the first 3 months at 

£15 or the full 6 months at £30.  Only one number per person. 

 

If you wish to play, please complete the form overleaf with your details and send the form and a cheque, made payable to 

Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone Parish News to the address on the form.  On receipt of your cheque and form you 

will be advised by email of your membership number (which we will allocate) and the rules of the lottery.  Previous  

participants may choose to retain their current number).  You will be entered into the monthly draw, with the chance of  

winning the following prizes:      
                                             1st prize          –         £100*   
                                         2nd prize         –         £50* 
                                         3rd prize          –         £25* 

(*Subject to the number of participants) 

 
If you win, a cheque will be sent to your home address and the names of the winners will be published in Village News. 

 

RULES 

1. All participants must be over the age of 16 years. 

2. The “numbers” will be issued in sequence by the Treasurer.  Previous participants may choose to retain their  

3. number. 

4. The draw will take place in public each calendar month – the results of the August draw will be published in the 

September edition. The results of the December draw will be published in the February issue. 

5. The fee for each number must be paid in advance. 

6. Each number purchased will be entered into the monthly draw. When a number is drawn out it will be eliminated 

from any remaining draws within that month. 

7. The draws will take place on or before the copy deadline of each month, at various local establishments, in public. 

8. The winners will be advised by email as soon as practicable after the draw has taken place. 

9. The results will be published in the Village News Magazine. 

10. All prize money paid out will be by cheque. 

11. In a dispute, the decision of the Chairman of the Village News is final. 
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The Armistice remembered 
                                                                        by Phil Buchi 

VILLAGERS gathered at the War Memorials in  

Wilstone and Long Marston at 11am on 11th November to 

mark the 100th anniversary of the Armistice of the First World 

War.  

 

At Long Marston local Scouts and Cubs joined  

parishioners to lay wreaths at the two memorials there after the 

names of the fallen in both World Wars were read out. The 

services at All Saints and at the memorial were led by Rev'd 

Jane Banister. 

 

 At Wilstone the service at St.Cross led by Rev'd Didier Jaquet 

was followed by a ceremony at the War Memorial where 

wreaths were placed on behalf of local  

organisations. 

 

 Although the lives lost in 

both World Wars are re-

membered in these cere-

monies, this year there is 

of course a particular em-

phasis on WW1 and the 

Armistice of 1918. Private 

W. H. Dover of the Royal 

Fusiliers, who died on 

22nd May 1917 age 38, 

was a soldier of WW1. 

Unusually, he is buried in 

Wilstone cemetery where 

he has a War Grave head-

stone.   

                                                    

As official policy 

(controversial at the time) was to arrange burials in France and 

Belgium, it is usually only soldiers who died in the UK after 

being brought home wounded who have graves near to their 

homes. The two Commonwealth War Graves in Wilstone 

cemetery are easy to find. 

 

War grave of Private Dover.  
(Picture: Phil Buchi) 

Wreaths at Long Marston.  
(Picture: Phil Buchi) 
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VILLAGE NEWS 100’S CLUB 
IMPORTANT.  Please complete the entire form including email address. In the event that you do not have a 

personal email, please nominate a friend or family member to receive your electronic notifications.  
 

Name:                                                                                                       

  

Address:      

    

 
 

Postcode:                                          Telephone:   

                                                          

Email 
 

I enclose a cheque for : 3 months £15 and agree to make the 2nd  £15 payment by 10 April 2019 
 

                                              6 months £30   (tick as appropriate )      
 

Please return this form along with your cheque, made payable to 

 Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone Parish News,  
 

to:  The Treasurer Village News 

 58, Tring Road 

 Wilstone 

 Herts  HP23 4PD 
 

We will send you your allocated draw number and a copy of the rules by email. 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

Unique reclaimed wood furniture 
We provide clients with unique up-cycled furniture 

- Coffee tables 

- Bedside tables 

- Side tables 

-T.V. units 

- Chests 

And much more! 
 

Web: www.cswjoinery.com 

Email: c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com 

Tel: 07718088212 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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THE  THANKFUL  VILLAGES 
 

The BBC Three Counties Radio broadcast a programme largely featuring  
Puttenham on the last August Bank Holiday.  We now have a CD recording of 
that programme.  If anyone would like to hear it, or hear it again, we shall be 
meeting on 

WEDNESDAY, 5
TH

 DECEMBER 
10.45 for 11 am broadcast – Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 

Coffee and Cake will be provided 
It would help to let Christine know if you are coming – we don’t want to run out of 

cake!!   Mob: 07514 548289 

 

St. Mary’s Church 
 

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 

SUNDAY, 16thDecember – 3.30 p.m. 

 
Come and listen to the traditional story of Christmas as it unfolds and sing all your  

favourite carols.  The Ridgeway Chorale will be providing musical interludes.  As  

always, Puttenham Punch, Mince Pies & Sausage Rolls after the service. 

------------- 
******   Church Decorating will take place the week prior on Saturday, 8th December 

from 10 a.m. with the usual festive “elevensies”.  Please join us for this enjoyable task   

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

MONDAY, 24
th

 DECEMBER – 9 P.M. 
A very happy Christmas to you all. 

 

CECILIA HALL  is available for hire : Meetings, Parties, Functions.  

Attractive meeting hall, large well equipped kitchen.  £16 per hour. 

(No Discos).    All enquiries to Booking Sec: Christine 07514 548289 

The PuttenhamPage  ….. 

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 
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  From the Vicarage                                 by Rev’d Didier Jaquet  

I suppose it was only a matter of time but, like 

the other churches in our team, we at St Cross 

have recently suffered from theft and some 

vandalism. Along with the churches in Albury 

and in Tring, we are open during the day and 

we encourage people to visit. We like it when 

the church is used because it’s not our building 

(we just have the responsibility for it). The 

church is there for the community it serves. 

However, that does leave us 

vulnerable and, as with Aldbury and Tring, 

someone or some people have entered it to 

damage and steal. 
 

 Nevertheless, we want to remain open and will 

do so as much as we are able. We do this be-

cause we want to be part of the community. It’s 

one of the great advantages of the Church of 

England that, where possible, it has  

established and continues to support churches 

which are placed in the middle of towns and 

villages. That’s why in and around Tring we 

have five churches and we will do what we can 

to keep them there. It’s one way of our getting 

alongside the people who live in the parish. 
 

 Being present in the community echoes what 

we celebrate at Christmas. For whatever else 

we enjoy at Christmas, it’s important because 

we mark the day God came into the midst of 

the community (this time the world) through his 

Son, Jesus. The best way of saying to some-

one I am on your side is getting  

alongside them. This is what God did for us. 

He came alongside us, born as one of us and 

lived as one of us. Our churches try to do the 

same. 
 

 Like our churches, Jesus was vulnerable – as 

vulnerable as a tiny baby – and, as we soon 

learn with the continuing story of Christmas, 

powerful people like King Herod felt threatened 

by his arrival. They were ready to do anything 

to him to cling to their position. As a little child, 

Jesus needed the protection and love which he 

received from his parents, Mary and Joseph. 

 

Our churches need protection and love too. 

Thankfully, they are supported by some  

wonderful volunteers who welcome, unlock and 

lock up, ring bells, read, make refreshments 

and then serve them, garden, arrange flowers 

and light candles among a whole load of other 

tasks. Jane, Michelle, Huw and I could not min-

ister without them and we are incredibly grate-

ful to this small army of  

helpers. These next couple of months will see 

even more for us all to do as we celebrate 

Christmas and I want to use this letter to say 

thank you to them. 
 

Finally, I want to wish you all a very happy and 

peaceful Christmas this year. Why not come 

and join us in one of your churches, whether 

it’s for a crib service, carol service or Midnight 

Mass to hear once more the ancient and mar-

vellous story of the birth of Jesus Christ? If you 

can’t make it, know that we will be praying for 

you as part of our community and we look for-

ward to seeing you in 2019. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

  

Tring Team Appeal: in 2019 we shall be 

launching an appeal to help us raise funds to 

keep our churches going. Our costs are  

increasing but we are struggling to keep up. 

Please do consider joining our Tring Team 

Scheme, which is a regular way of giving, or 

make a donation either by sending a cheque 

made payable to Tring PCC to our treasurer, 

Chris Hoare at 8 Windmill Way, Tring, HP23 

4HQ or doing it electronically.  

 

Our details are Tring PCC; Natwest Bank; sort 

code 55-70-10, account number 6067 9360.  

If you donate, please also complete a gift aid  

declaration if you are a UK tax payer as it 

means we can claim an extra 25% from HM 

Revenue & Customs. 
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Sing Wilstone  
meet on Tuesday evenings at 7pm 

Open Mic Night 
At the Queens Head every month 

TRPC flood working party update             by Peter Myrants, chairman 

SO since the inaugural meeting of the Natural Flood 

Management (NFM) programme, there have been a 

few developments for the Flood Working Party 

(FWP). 

 

A meeting was held in July between the FWP, Herts 

County Council (HCC), Environment Agency (EA) 

and County Cllr Hollinghurst to  

discuss progress made with the NFM program. 11 

NFM options were presented for initial discussion. 

Feedback was provided and more work has been 

subsequently undertaken which includes discussion 

with farmers and land owners around viability of 

the options, dependencies and cost /benefits. A 

follow up meeting is planned for December with a 

public consultation to allow the community to  

review and discuss the options to follow in the New 

Year. 

To assist in supporting some of the NFM options, 

HCC were 

looking to 

obtain some 

drone footage 

to capture vital 

landscaping 

details. Tring 

Rural  

Parish Council 

(TRPC) and 

FWP are very 

grateful to 

George Frett who freely gave up his time to capture 

drone footage, having qualified and recently set up 

a new business. 

 

Chapel Lane – Long Marston 
In parallel, investigation and design work around 

the road lowering in Chapel Lane continues,   

following on from the Section 19 Flood  

Investigations. With a successful bid by HCC to the 

Regional Flood and Coastal Committee for the 

allocation of funding (more good news!!!),  

quotations are currently awaited for the ground 

investigation works to assess the feasibility and 

design of lowering Chapel Lane. 

 

Redundant sewer 
A redundant sewer has been found and is being 

surveyed by HCC to assess both its contribution and 

potential alleviation of flooding. 

 

Thames Water 
A meeting was held in July with Thames Water 

(TW) to discuss the ongoing issue of surcharging of 

the foul drainage system – particularly in Chapel 

Lane and parts of Station Rd, during  

periods of prolonged or heavy rainfall. Five  

members of TW attended from various disciplines 

at a Senior level along with HCC, TRPC and FWP 

and was a positive step in the right direction to 

bring relevant parties together to discuss the 

problem. TW stated their commitment and appear  

serious about tackling the issue. 

 

A follow up meeting in October with the same 

group concluded with TW committing to help HCC 

survey the redundant sewer with a resident’s 1966 

drainage map proving invaluable to all  

concerned to assist the process and our  

understanding of the redundant network. 

 

Public Consultation 
The NFM public consultation is planned for 

Wednesday 30thJanuary  between 5pm – 9pm to 

allow residents to drop in during the evening (after 

work), to review and discuss the NFM options with 

HCC, EA and members of the FWP. 

This consultation will provide the community with 

an opportunity to voice their views and your 

feedback is important to us, so I would encourage as 

many residents as possible to drop in. 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 

boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accommo-
dation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given to 

your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 
01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 
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100 club winners of the December draw 

The draw took place in 

the Wilstone Village Hall 

at the film night on 16th 

November. Peter Walker 

picked the lucky numbers 

Peter Walker with a big smile for Angela 

The winners were..... 

 

1st Angela Taylor £53 

 

2nd John Hughes £26.50 

 

3rd Richard Smisson £13.25 

Tring Rural Parish Council Vacancy  

Clerk to the Council 

37 hours per month £10 - £11 per hour 

 
We have a vacancy for the post of Clerk to the Council. This is an interesting, varied, part-time, paid 

appointment and is a great opportunity for someone to make a significant contribution to our local 

community. 

 

The Clerk is responsible for co-ordinating the Councillors - organising public meetings, preparing  

papers and minutes, attending meetings, preparing budgets, following up on agreed actions, managing 

finances and advising Councillors on procedural matters.  

 

The role is home-based with required attendance at the monthly Council meeting on a Wednesday evening 

(currently the 1st Wednesday in the month). 

 

PC skills and financial numeracy are required. Training will be given and the successful candidate would 

need to attend training courses and seminars. 

 

If you are interested, or would like more information, please contact Lucy Bancroft on  

tringruralclerk@gmail.com for more information and a full job description (also available on our  

website). 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com 

 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 

    People do read these adverts 

 

    If you own a local business, 

why not advertise in  the ever 

popular Village News? 

 

You can promote your business 

and contribute to this valuable 

community publication 

 

Contact  

Amanda Russell  

07885 891634 
email:  

villagenewsadvertising@ 

gmail.com 

JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 

Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  

General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

 
   

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 

Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 
 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 

HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 

Good’                                                                    

December 2016. 

*Tax-free vouchers,  

 

*30Hours and 

County funding 

registered. 
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Does Long Marston need a village shop?                                            by Joan Dean 

IN support of the article written by John Noakes in the 

November edition of Village News the answer is an 

emphatic yes of course it does! 

 

My memory goes back further than John’s to the 1940s.  

My husband was born at The Stores and was there when 

the bomb was dropped on the school opposite.  He 

remembers his amazement at walking through the 

shattered glass from the sweet jars and the sweets, but 

that story is for another day.                                                                                 

However, making a village shop a reality is an enormous 

task.  Wilstone do a brilliant job with their shop which I 

am sure we all try to support when we can.  But if their 

premises are in jeopardy is it Long Marston’s turn to 

pick up the baton? 
 

I suppose the first thing to do is to form a small 

committee who would need to do a feasibility study. 
 

 John makes a compelling case which is well worth 

consideration.   

Editors note; the Wilstone shop committee inform me that the lease on the Wilstone shop has nearly 3 years 

to run and discussions about the location after that are ongoing. 

Spotters' Corner No. 442 

LNER Class 04 coastal miniature                    by Phil Buchi 

THE Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway 
celebrated its 70th birthday in 2018, and this 
scaled-down replica was among the steam 
locomotives on passenger service duty for 
the charming 4 mile round trip from the 
promenade. The miniature LNER Class 04 
No. 6284 was made for a 15 inch gauge track 
and is quite capable of hauling a train full of 
jolly holidaymakers. There is just room for the 
driver to sit, but he looks a bit exposed to the 
elements as he prepares to run around for 
the next service. Just the job for your garden 
railway perhaps?  The full-size 04s were built 
from 1911 for heavy freight traffic with a hefty 
2-8-0 configuration and 6-wheel tender. The 
class was very successful and examples 
operated right up until 1966 when steam 
services were being withdrawn in favour of 
diesel traction.  

 

Thinking of booking a holiday? Talk to Travel Impressions! 

Michelle Holt and Sarah Watson have over 60 years’ worth of 

experience in the travel industry between them. Michelle’s 

favourite destinations include Skiathos in Greece and the Car-

ibbean island of Antigua. She has visited numerous Caribbean 

islands as well as Dubai, Sri Lanka and Mauritius. Sarah is 

one of the top 8 Canadian agents in the UK. She has lived and 

still has family in New Zealand and is a gold Kiwi specialist. 

She is currently working on becoming an Aussie Specialist. 
 

‘We are fully independent travel agents and our aim is quite 

simply to pass on our passion for travel. 

 

We believe that when booking a holiday for our clients it 

should be almost as exciting for us as the experience itself is 

for them. We understand that no two holidays are the same 

and whilst we may not have visited all the four corners of the 

world, we do know someone who has, and would like to share 

their experiences with you. 
 

We can book all types of holidays and cruises to destinations 

worldwide and closer to home.We work alongside a wide vari-

ety of tour operators and can either book your holiday from 

the brochure or tailor-make it to suit your requirements and 

individual tastes. Your holidays are booked only with fully 

bonded tour operators ensuring financial protection and peace 

of mind. Please call us or pop in for a chat to discuss your 

plans. 
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note  this is EDITORWLMP in lower case ) 

 

Deadline for items to go in the February 

edition is: Wednesday 16 January 2019 

The editor will be  Colin Moore 
Note: there will not be a January edition 

Village news can be viewed online at: 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 

PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter

 01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01525 240 465 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Lucy Bancroft     email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School   01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Mick McManus 01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
John Taylor 07940 206056  

  Local names and numbers 
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MANY  times have I walked past and beneath the branches of 

the venerable oak in the field on the south side of  

Wilstone. It stands alone keeping sentry-watch over the foot-

path leading from Chapel Lane to Sandbrook Lane. “Just how 

old are you?” is a subconscious question I have often asked 

this grand old Quercus. 

 

I searched for a method of assessing its age. Counting the 

growth rings would obviously be the easiest method.  

However, as this would need to include felling the tree, this 

particular option was out of the question! 

 

Then I discovered that The Woodland Trust suggest the  

following formula for oak ageing :- measure the girth of the 

tree at 1.5 metres from ground level. If the tree is very bul-

bous, then at a point where the tree reverts to its usual ‘waist’ 

size. 

 

The measurement for our grand old Quercus is 3.94 metres, 

which for an oak growing in an open location in the south east 

of England, gives an approximate age of 206 

years! This suggests that it was planted in the reign of King 

George III in approximately 1812. ( I can feel an overture 

coming on). 

 

The great Battles of Trafalgar in 1805 and Waterloo in 1815 

led to national rejoicing, festivities, church services, village 

fetes, memorials and tree planting. I have a strong feeling this 

may have been a celebratory planting, in thanks for a resound-

ing victory. 

 

Alternatively, it could be that a squirrel or jay buried the 

acorn? I think this unlikely, it being on meadow land, standing 

isolated from the hedgerow. It would not have matured with-

out some form of protection from grazers and browsers. 

 

Oak is uncommon around Wilstone, the predominant  

species being Ash, Alder, Poplar, Willow, Hazel, Map|e, 

Thorns and in the past, the majestic Elms. Does anybody else 

have ideas of how this elderly resident came to be there? 

 

If you want to try this method refer to  www.wbrc.org.uk/atp/

Estimating Age of Oaks - Woodland Trust.pdf  ed. 

Venerable Oak                                                 by Michael Glasser                    

News from the Chilterns Conservation  Board                                by Vicky Pearce 

Please allow me to introduce myself – my name is Vicki Pearce and I am the new Communications Officer for the 
Chilterns Conservation Board.  I am writing with great enthusiasm to inform you that the new Draft AONB 
Management Plan is open for public consultation and we would welcome both you and your residents’ thoughts on 
how you think the AONB should best be cared for and looked after. The new Plan covers a range of issues from 
biodiversity and wildlife conservation to looking after the special character of the Chilterns villages, managing access 
and recreation and helping local businesses to thrive.  You might be concerned about climate change or the loss of 
hedgerow trees, perhaps it’s the impact of housing and infrastructure development or the loss of wildlife due to poor 
condition of chalk streams. If you have particular concerns about the area or ideas for how best to protect it and use 
it, we want you to have your say.   

The draft Plan can be viewed, and any comments submitted at:  
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/management-plan-review 
The deadline for feedback is 31 December 
  
It is also worth noting that if you only have a few minutes to spare, you don’t have to read the entire document. We’d 
particularly like to hear peoples thoughts on the Vision and General Policies set out on pages 15-18 of the Plan. Any 
feedback people are able to provide would be welcomed. 
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Long Marston school remembers  (continued)                                                                   

The WI remembers                                    by Maggy Winship 

THE ladies of the WI would like to say a huge "Thank 

You!" to all those who responded to our appeal to make 

poppies. We began to make  poppies in the spring and 

our final count was 350 knitted  and 300 plastic  

poppies, which were displayed outside the Victory Hall 

and around the war memorials in Long Marston and  

Puttenham at the beginning of November.  

 

They have attracted a lot of attention and we have had 

many lovely comments. It is wonderful that so many 

people wanted to be involved in marking such a special 

day. 

  

Our November meeting was our Annual Meeting, and 

once this part of our meeting was over we held our 

(now traditional ) auction. When we began this a few 

years ago we auctioned mainly home produce and 

plants, but the auction has evolved into something a lot 

more sophisticated, with gift packed toiletries, gadgets, 

and some beautiful bird boxes and trugs made by 

clever husbands. The result was that we raised 

£180.00 for the ACWW charity, which goes to help 

women around the world. 

  

We are now looking forward to the Christmas season, 

with our Wreath Making Workshop at Wilstone Village 

Hall, and a trip to see the fabulous Christmas Light 

Festival at Kew Gardens as well as our very own 

Christmas Party. 

Three of the many messages written by the children 


