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Remembrance                  by Phil Buchi 

IN the year of the 100th anniversary of the 

Battle of the Somme, services of Remem-

brance were held in Long Marston and 

Wilstone.  Pupils of Long Marston School 

made a wreath of poppies which they 

placed at the memorial in that village on 

Armistice Day along with wooden crosses 

- which they had also made - one for each 

of the names on the village and American 

memorials. Wreaths were also laid by 

Tring Rural Parish Council at each on Re-

membrance Sunday. That placed at the 

newer memorial bore the inscription: "In 

memory of our American allies who made 

the ultimate sacrifice." At Wilstone the 

service for villagers was conducted by Gra-

hame Senior, and wreaths were laid on be-

half of the Parish Council and St. Cross 

Church. 
 

Wreath at the USAAF memorial in Long Marston 

Wreathes and crosses at Long Marston  

memorial 
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MY Mum was a Wilstone girl.  She was born in 1900 to my 

grandparents Joseph and Orpah Edwards, in the thatched 

cottage that used to stand on the corner opposite the Village 

Hall.  Sixteen years later she had a brother, which may 

seem a big time gap but in those days many babies didn’t 

survive very long and my grandparents had three other chil-

dren who all died in infancy.  Her name was Winifred, or 

Winnie as most people called her, and her brother was Ar-

thur who I’m sure many of you will remember.  I was born 

in 1926 and Arthur was like 

the big brother I always 

wanted and never had.  I’m 

sure I must have been a pest 

but I only remember him as 

being wonderfully kind and 

patient, which he was for the 

rest of his life. 

 

I remember that cottage as if 

it were yesterday.  There was 

a big main room with steps 

leading up to the scullery, a 

door to a tiny room that con-

tained lots of children's play 

things, another door to a 

‘parlour’ which never seemed 

to be used, and a door to the 

stairs.  Upstairs there were 

two bedrooms – one leading 

off the other - and in the au-

tumn there was a wonderful 

smell of apples which were 

stored under the beds!  There 

was no bathroom or toilet, 

just a 'two-holer' out the back, 

a large hole for adults and a 

small hole for children – 

which Grandpa regularly 

cleaned out, spreading the 

contents on the garden.  I 

must say he grew wonderful 

vegetables!  There was no 

electricity or gas, just can-

dles, oil lamps and the open fire, and a small oil stove for 

cooking. My two aunts (Grandma’s sisters) Caroline and 

Ada Proctor and their brother George lived round the corner 

in Ashcroft, a detached house which stood where the bunga-

low was later built, on the left as you enter Grange Road. 

No Grange Road and no houses at all then, in fact the whole 

corner belonged to the Proctor family. 

 

I was born in Tring, over a shop called Sanders and Sons, a 

fruiterers and florists belonging to my Dad’s family, which 

stood in Tring High Street in the gap which is now the en-

trance to Dolphin Square.  My Mum, as I have already said, 

was a Wilstone girl, hence my close association and fond 

affection for that village.   Most Sundays we would cycle 

down, me on a little seat on my Dad’s cross bar, for dinner 

(never lunch in those days) with Grandma and Grandpa.  

Meat must have been very cheap then because there was 

always a roast and sometimes a meat pudding as well.  All 

the vegetables were home grown which means you only ate 

what was in season.  Root vegetables could be stored but 

winter meant mainly cabbages and sprouts, and what a treat 

when peas and beans time came.  There was no water laid 

on either, and Grandma used to fill buckets of water at the 

pump which was a great place to meet for a gossip.  The 

pump still stands but 

sadly doesn’t work any 

more. 

 

As I grew older I 

would come to Wil-

stone for a holiday and 

in 1933 the old cottage 

was pulled down and 

the pair of houses, 

Mardew and Lilac Cot-

tage, built on the ad-

joining site by 

Grandpa, Arthur and 

the husband of another 

Proctor sister Emma.  

Amazingly there was 

still no indoor toilet 

and no hot water sys-

tem installed.  There 

was a mains cold water 

tap in the kitchen with 

a copper in one corner 

and a flush toilet out 

the back in an adjoin-

ing brick barn which I 

suppose was consid-

ered a luxury.  I still 

have vivid memories of 

wash day, always on a 

Monday, with Grandpa 

lighting up the copper 

to heat the water, and a 

large tin bath filled with 

the ‘whites’ which were left to soak for hours.  At the end 

of the day the bath was hooked on to a nail driven into the 

house wall.  Despite having electricity Grandma still used a 

flat iron!  There was a shop where Colin and Sheila now 

live, run by a widow called Mrs. Denchfield and her assis-

tant Miss Ives.  She sold 1/2d  Buzz bars which I loved but 

woe betide you if you reached out to help yourself – you 

received a sharp tap on the fingers!  Grandma and I used to 

go for walks across the ‘medder’ (the field that is now the 

recreation field) to the canal, and down Astrope Lane (now 

called Watery Lane) to pick wild flowers – then just an in-

nocent pastime.  Arthur taught me to swim in the canal by 

the wooden bridge and you have to remember this was at a 

time when working boats were still using it.   

 (Continued on page 13)  

Reminiscences of my childhood in Wilstone 
 by Pam Cockerill 

Pam Cockerill at St Cross, Wilstone. (Picture: Ken Lawless) 
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Christmas is just around the corner. I wonder 

how many of you wished you had bought all 

those discounted presents in the January sales and 

saved oneself the joys of overcrowded shopping 

centres - you can tell from this how much I enjoy 

shopping! 

Unlike the surprises of Brexit, Trump and Balls, 

this edition is quite straightforward and gives a 

plethora of ideas as to what to do over the festive 

season. From carols to quiz nights, it’s all there. 

Enjoy. 

Lastly have a great Christmas and a happy New 

Year from all at The Village News team.   

 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of 

the services 
 

4 December  

10am          Sunday Worship at All Saints. 

10am          Holy Communion at St Cross. 

11 December 

8.15am       Holy Communion at St Mary’s. 

10am          Holy Communion at All Saints 

10am          Sunday Worship at St Cross. 

18 December 

10am          Nativity Service At All Saints. 

10am          Holy Communion at St Cross. 

3.30pm       Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s. 

24 December 
4pm           Crib Service at All Saints. 

7pm           Carol Service at St Cross. 

11.30pm     Midnight Mass at St Mary’s. 

25 December 

10am         Holy Communion at All Saints. 

10am         Holy Communion at St Cross. 

1 January 
10am        Sunday Worship at All Saints. 

10am        Holy Communion at St Cross. 

8 January (Epiphany) 

8.15am     Holy Communion at St Mary’s. 

10am        Holy Communion at All Saints. 

10am        Sunday Worship at St Cross. 

15 January 

10am        Worship for All at All Saints. 

10am        Holy Communion at St Cross. 

22 January 

10am         Holy communion at All Saints. 

10am         Worship for all at St Cross 

3.30pm      Evensong at St Mary’s. 

29 January 

10am          Sunday Worship at All Saints 

10am          Sunday Worship at St Cross  

Read Village News online at: 
 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

 
The TRPC site is not currently being updated  

Hopefully this will soon be resolved 
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News) 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

 See page 15 for Christmas/New Year opening hours. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for February 2017 

and the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 18 January  2017.  
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What’s on... 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

TRING BEAVERS ABLE/DISABLED 
SWIMMING GROUP 

 

Held every Tuesday at Tring Sports Centre 
at 1.15 - 2 pm. 

 
Post operative exercises and swimming.  

 

Come along and join our friendly group. 
Helpers needed. 

 

Contact Carol Laurence on 01442 822695. 

Tring & District Local History & 
Museum Society - programme 

 

Visitors will be welcome on payment of £4 per meeting. 
 

Wednesday 18th January 2017 

8pm  Tring Parish Hall behind St Peter and St Paul. 

Two Georgian country houses in the Chilterns                   

Adam Smith 

A lecturer specialising in architectural history and the 

history of the English country house and estate. His talk will 

look at two contrasting country houses: classical West 

Wycombe Park, the creation of the notorious Sir Francis 

Dashwood, and Ashridge, the Gothic palace built in the 

early 19th century by the Earl of Bridgewater.  

Half Moon Scrabble Night:  
last Sunday of every month.  
 

Half Moon Quiz Night:  
2nd Sunday of every month. All welcome! 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Wednesday 7 December 

Ridgeway Chorale Concert, All Saints, Long Marston, 8pm 

Friday 16 December  

Wilstone Film night  village hall 8pm 

Monday 19 December 

Carols round the tree, Long Marston village green 7pm 

Saturday 24 December 

Service of readings and carols. St Cross, Wilstone 7pm 

Wednesday 18 January 

Two Georgian Houses in the Chilterns, Tring Parish Hall, 

8pm 

Tuesday 24 January 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Saturday 28 January 

Scottish Burns Night, Hastoe Hall, Tring. 7pm - 11pm  

Thursday 16 to Saturday 18 February 

Long Marston Pantomime -  “Wind in the Willows.” 

Tuesday 28 February 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 15 March 

Berkhampsted in the Great War, Tring Parish Hall, 8pm 

Tuesday 28 March 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Thursday 18 May 

Pitstone Museum, Tring Parish Hall 8pm 

Diary dates... 

BEACON INDOOR BOWLS CLUB 
Invitation to new members. 

Why not give it a try 
 

The club is situated in Pitstone's memorial hall 
and are inviting those interested to come along 
on Thursday evenings at 7pm to explore what 
Indoor Bowls is all about. 
 

If you are looking for a sociable and friendly 
evening, then this is where to be. If you've 
never played indoor bowls why not give it a go. 
We will provide the Bowls and guide you 
along. 
 

All you need is the £2 charge for the evening 
and a pair of trainers or similar flat sole shoes.  
Free tea and coffee with biscuits provided. 
 

For Further enquiries please contact Ken 

Tel. 01442 828 525.Mobile. 07958 273 589 

BRIDGE 
NO, not Dixons Gap bridge again but the mind challenging 

card game. 
 

If you are of intermediate standard or above, why not join 

us on the 2nd and 4th Thursday morning of each month at 

the Cheddington bowls club from 9am until 12.30pm for an 

enjoyable morning. No joining fee, just £2 per session which 

includes coffee and biscuits and good company. 
 

For more information contact Janet Roff on 01296 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 
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Wish all the readers of the Village News a very 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous 2017 
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Puttenham calls the Midwife!                             by Maggy Winship 

A TREAT was in store at Cecilia Hall in October for all fans 

of “Call the Midwife”. The husband and daughter of Jennifer 

Worth, the author of the books, came to talk to us about her 

life and works. The event was put on by Long Marston & 

Puttenham WI to raise money for Rennie Grove Hospice 

Care, who cared for Jennifer before her death in 2011. The 

evening took the form of an interview by Andrew Houseman 

of Hemel Hempstead library, who asked Philip and Suzanne 

questions about Jennifer’s life. I think most of us were sur-

prised to learn that she did not start to write the books until 

her retirement, and had a great deal of trouble finding a pub-

lisher, as stories about midwives were not thought to be very 

appealing. How wrong they were! Jennifer’s books are now 

published in eleven languages, and have been made into six 

TV series. 

Philip Worth is an accomplished artist and brought a selec-

tion of paintings which were displayed around the hall. The 

pictures varied greatly, from abstracts to street scenes and 

architecture, and were all available for sale, as were signed 

copies of Jennifer’s books. 

 

As is usual with WI events, a delicious fruit cup was served 

on arrival and the evening was rounded off with tea, coffee 

and an abundance of cakes. There was also a raffle with 

some very nice prizes for the winners. 

 

The fundraising evening was a great success and raised al-

most £650 to share between Rennie Grove Hospice Care and 

the WI. 

The Queens Head - a year on by Tim and Liz Ayling 

CAN you believe that a year ago the Queens Head reopened as a direct result of the great people that live in Long Marston. As 

you may remember, the plan was to get through to Christmas and then see what happened….. 
 

So what did happen? We’ve had Italian and French pop-up nights, the Berni Inn and disco, a ladies night that drunk the place 

dry, all the Christmas trimmings, New Year’s Eve, quizzes, kebabs, wood fired pizzas, fish and chips, more crisps than Walkers, 

more pork scratchings than Denmark and (from Tim) some very loud shouts. On Friday 18th November, we had a large celebra-

tion as our way of saying “thank you” for all the support we have had during the past year and are looking forward to the next 

step with interest as Fullers have decided to sell the pub which can only be a positive move,  Ed - watch this space! 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

The Meeting Begins 
 

THE meeting started with correspondence, and 

then went straight into the public participation bit. 

Concern was raised about the apparent lack of 

transparency in the Council’s dealings, and atten-

tion was drawn to the letters in the latest edition of 

Village News. It was suggested that there was con-

troversy about how the Community Asset Building 

(CAB) had been funded and how the bids for the 

work were considered and awarded. Further con-

cern was expressed about the voting down of the 

proposal at the previous meeting to ring-fence 

£20K for possible future partnership flood defence. 

A letter expressing this concern and requesting that 

the council should reconsider their decision had 

been signed by 114 villagers and was read out by 

the council chair. A member of the public then 

spoke on behalf of the Football Club and sug-

gested that gates should be installed so that the 

Victory Hall would only have a footpath to the rec-

reation ground instead of a car park. Another en-

quiry revealed that the water supply for the CAB 

comes from the Victory Hall, and that a key for the 

hall is held by the council. The public participation 

bit ended. 
 

Thinking of Building an Ark 
 

A report was given about the Flood Committee. It 

was explained that Councillor Hollingworth was 

not attending the Council meeting because he was 

indisposed. Funding for any flood prevention work 

in Long Marston from Hertfordshire County Coun-

cil would be at least 6 months away, safely after 

the danger of flooding had passed. The flood com-

mittee held a meeting in October to “review op-

tions” and “discuss partnership work”. The flood 

modelling of various brooks and streams has not 

previously extended beyond the parish 

boundary, but Marsworth Parish Council 

has now been contacted and a meeting with 
their water expert is to be held, to establish 

whether their water flows in the same way as ours 

– downhill. A register of riparian land owners is 

being produced, and guidance on ditch clearing 

has been obtained. 

Brick Hut with Tin Roof 
 

The building certificate and the builder’s guarantee 

for the CAB have been received. It was pointed 

out that the guarantee only covered plumbing and 

electrical work, and not the structure itself. The 

point was made that as the CAB was only a “brick 

hut with a tin roof” this did not matter and the 

guarantee should be accepted and the builder paid. 

Eventually a vote was taken and it was decided not 

to accept the guarantee. Ancillary kit for the CAB 

has been ordered at a cost of £380. 
 

Tarzan on the Rec. 
 

The outdoor gym equipment has been installed on 

the rec. A picture of the new play equipment for 

the children’s playground will be published in the 

Village News. 
 

Money 
 

It was reported that the council had too much 

money in reserve, and could be fined by Dacorum 

council for this. It was proposed that a separate 

savings account should be set up to put some of 

the reserve cash into, to avoid a potential fine, 

though none of the councillors knew how or why 

this would work, or how much money they were 

talking about. 
 

Councillor Hollingworth Rides 

Again 
 

Having failed to get fairy lights installed on 

Dixon’s Gap bridge, and made no apparent pro-

gress on flood prevention, Councillor Holling-

worth has come out fighting. He is now proposing 

that a rustic gate or wall at the Long Marston vil-

lage name site on the Wingrave road is what we 

really all need. Whether or not this proposal in-

cludes changing the name of the village to “Ye 

Olde Longe Marstone” was not stated. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674 

Ms Andrea Garnham  01296 660767 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190 

Mr John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman)  01296 662207 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977 

Mr Malcolm Morgan 01296 661747 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

 Susan Baxter 

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

Something very special for Christmas
Impressive Louis Roederer Cristal Champagne (very special, in a 

beautiful presentation box) discounted from £168 to £149.
Laurent Perrier Cuvé Rosé Champagne (was £59.99) now £49.99. 
Pierre Darcy's Champagne (was £24.99) price to readers £21.99.

Prosecco, Treviso Brute, special price to readers £9.99. 
Casillero Del Diablo Malbec Reserva (£8.99) offer price £7.99. 

Belvini Pino Grigio Blush (£5.99) readers' price £4.99. 
We have a great selection of beautiful gift items too: malt whisky, exotic rum, grand gin. 

 

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 - 
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. While stocks last. Offers end 31 January 2017. 

WELL, it didn't rain.  The marquee was erected, the tables 

picked up, the Christmas goodies displayed.  Those won-

derful customers arrived and made their selections. The 

next morning remarks made: "The best ever".  It didn't rain 

and the gin man was heard saying: "Unbelievable, I've 

sold out!".   

 

Next morning the farm shop opens as usual; not a sign of a 

display. A few weary faces, a few bags of coal to load, and 

a few weeks before the turkey and mistletoe season.  

 

I've retired from the log delivery job.  My old brain needs 

a new battery.  There were a few addresses last year that 

just vanished, especially those up in the hills.  Grandson 

Alex is battling on with the increasing Akeman            

Restaurants' log deliveries - it's no light job.   

 

The ewes and two rams have returned from their holiday 

in Aldbury pastures.  If the lambs skip about with two 

short legs we will know these hills have had their effect.  

The first week in March is when it all happens.  

 

It's very disappointing still having an empty pond.  The 

one goose and two moorhens come up to the house for a 

little corn.  The goose knows my car and follows it up to 

the back door. I've told him that Teresa has lost the recipe 

for apple sauce so there is nothing to worry about. 

 

The magazine is going for an earlier printing this month, 

so I'll wish you all a very merry Christmas.

The agricultural 

story line. 

 

The approach to 

Christmas 

 
By David Mead 



Village News 

Page 10 December 2016 

The Queen thanks St Cross                              by Alison Cockerill 

EARLIER in the year, following the celebratory Afternoon 

Tea held at St. Cross for the Queens 90th Birthday in April, 

we wrote to Her Majesty, sending greetings from everyone 

at St. Cross and advising her of the party held in the church 

and the fund raising undertaken in her honour, recognising 

her love of dogs, and sending £350 to Chiltern Dog Rescue. 

We promised to let you know if we received a reply. Well, 

we are now the proud possessors of a letter from Bucking-

ham Palace, thanking everyone for their kind wishes and 

especially acknowledging that the Afternoon Tea was    

supporting a charity as well as being a wonderful way to 

toast the Queen’s birthday. We plan to frame the letter and 

place it in the church, so it will be available for everyone to 

see in the future. 
 

St. Cross is also in receipt of a letter of appreciation from 

Macmillan Cancer Care, following the fund-raising Coffee 

Morning in September. We would like to thank everyone 

who supports our events, both those in aid of St. Cross itself 

and those held for other charities; we aim to continue our 

outreach next year and hope to welcome lots of people to 

Wilstone in 2017. 
 

Towards the end of October St. Cross held the annual Pet 

Service, an occasion to give thanks for the whole of      

creation and especially those creatures closest to us, namely 

our pets. Many pets are not portable, so these were blessed 

by name in their absence, but all those present were blessed 

individually by the Rev’d Didier. Didier spoke of the     

unconditional love and companionship animals offer to  

human beings and the importance of recognising this in 

people’s lives. He and his wife Kathryn now own two dogs, 

long-time pet Mabel and newly acquired Pippa, rescued 

from Milton Keynes dog pound.  Pippa’s history is         

unknown but she is a very gentle and affectionate dog and 

appears to bear no malice from previous experiences. All 

the dogs were really well behaved and later enjoyed       

sausages and dog treats, while their owners made do with 

coffee and biscuits. 
 

As the year comes to an end we would like to take this op-

portunity to express appreciation for all those people who 

work so hard to look after and maintain the church, from 

grass cutting to cleaning, flower arranging to cooking. Once 

again we have been proud to use local craftsmen to under-

take work at St. Cross and special thanks go to Ian Thomas 

for a wonderful job renovating the decking, to John Evans, 

to Rick Spratt, and once again to the Village Hall commit-

tee. Everyone at St. Cross would also like to thank Didier 

for all the time and care he expends on the church and the 

people connected to it, we are very grateful. 

We look forward to welcoming you to St. Cross at any time, 

for a coffee on Tuesday morning, for a fundraising event 

(next one is Dec.2nd—see separate ad.) or for a service. Un-

til then, have a wonderful Christmas, and please remember 

to bow when you next meet Didier! 

Pets and owners  in St Cross.   Picture Colin Reedman 

Letters to the editor are welcome by Phil Buchi 

THE EDITORS welcome letters for publication in Village News - on any subject that takes your fancy. Some readers have   

commented that we only seem to publish letters in one subject: well we can only include what you send us! It is the aim of the    

magazine to publish all letters received. We will endeavour to print letters in full, but as in all publications we have to reserve the 

right to shorten items if we run out of space. Correspondents may care to note therefore that contributions which are not over-

lengthy are appreciated.  We do need to know who the author is, and the author’s name will normally be published with their 

contribution. Village News is a community magazine and we like to maintain an appropriate tone. If you have an interest you 

would like to share with readers, why not go one step further, and write a full-blown article for us?  New contributions are most 

welcome!   

The Village News team would like to recruit a 

Reporter 
to join our panel of volunteer reporters who write the Parish Council News articles each month. If you are interested 
in local issues here is an opportunity to share your interest with readers. Our volunteers take it in turns to attend the 
monthly Parish Council meetings and write these reports. Each reporter attends up to four meetings per year, the 
schedule being agreed in advance. Full briefing is given.  

If you can help us provide this service to readers please call Phil Buchi on 01296 661339. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit contact our 

pre-school leader Maria Adams on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

12th October - Spain 
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.)

There were no rules then about what was tipped in the canal, 

plus there was a shallow spot where cows could stand and 

drink.  My mind boggles at the thought of all the contamina-

tion but even in our teens a group of us still used to swim 

there and no one suffered any ill effects.  I think the water 

immunised us! 

There were two pubs in the village: The Half Moon (still 

going strong) and the Buckingham Arms now converted into 

houses.  There was a chapel lit by oil lamps and now con-

verted to a house, and the small church of St. Cross which 

still flourishes where my Mum and Dad were married in 

1923, and where many years later my two grandchildren, 

Molly and Hugh, were christened.  There was a school with a 

house attached for the teacher and a block of toilets in the 

playground.  At the age of eleven the children had to go to 

Tring School – presumably they cycled or walked as there 

was no organised transport in the early part of the 20th cen-

tury.  I know Arthur talked of cycling to Tring.  In 1966 I 

had my first job after my two children were born, as a class-

room assistant at Wilstone School and I don’t think it had 

changed very much.  There was a large infants room which 

was heated by a massive boiler and in the winter all the chil-

dren's wet clothes were hung to dry on the guard that sur-

rounded it.  Sadly it closed in 1971.  I still see many of the 

children from my time there, now grown up and with chil-

dren of their own. 
 

As I write memories keep flooding back and they are all 

happy ones.  I celebrated my 90th birthday in October and I 

would like to say thank you for all the lovely cards and kind 

wishes I received.  Wilstone is still a big part of my life and I 

hope always will be.  God bless, Pam. 

P.S. Grandpa lived to be 98, so I’ve got something to live up 

to! 

(Continued from page 2) 

A youthful Pam with Arthur Edwards, circa 1928 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

19th October - Missouri 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 
 
● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 
● Stocking home-made and local produce 
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Charm your friends with our Christmas Cards  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Once again, local artist and regular shop volunteer Deb-
orah Chalmers has produced 
a wonderful new design for 
this year’s Christmas cards.  
Available for 60p each or 10 
for £5.40, the exclusive cards 
feature the iconic wooden 
bridge in a cosy winter 
scene.  Available while 
stocks last—we also have 
some designs available from 
previous years as well as 
commercial cards, so do 

come and have a look around our display.  We also have some 
luxury homemade mincemeat made with brandy and port and 
luxury Christmas puddings with or without nuts. 

Happy New Year 
This November, the Community Shop cele-

brated its fourth birthday and also our cher-

ished shop manager also clocked up a year in 

charge.  We are very grateful to Ali for her 

creativity and energy, to all our volunteers for 

the wonderful work they do on a daily basis 

and of course to our customers who continue 

to support us with their custom.  Merry Christ-

mas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

Holiday opening times 
Christmas Eve: 7.30 am—1.00 pm 

Christmas Day: CLOSED 

Boxing Day: 9.00 am –11.00 am 

Tuesday 27th: 9.00am—12.00 pm 

Wednesday 28th: 9.00 am-12.00 pm 

Thursday 29th: 9.00 am—12.00 pm 

Friday 30th: 9.00 am—12.00 pm 

Saturday 31st: 7.30am—1.00 pm 

Sunday 1st January: 9.00 am—12.00 pm 

Monday 2nd January: 9.00 am—12.00 pm 

Tuesday 3rd January: Back to normal hours 

A wonderfully snowy scene 

Will you go nuts? 
Save the Date 

Our Annual Shareholders meeting will be 
held on 3rd February 2017 in Wilstone 
Village Hall. 
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SUNDAY LUNCH (£7.00 / £9.00) 
CHOICE OF 3 MEATS OR MEAT PIE 

VEGETARIAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

ALL FOOD IS FRESHLY COOKED 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon -Fri 6:30am til 5pm 

Saturday 7:00am til 3pm 

Sunday 10:00am til 3pm 

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
(INCLUDING CEREALS & PORRIDGE) 

THE OLD AIRFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

CHEDDINGTON LANE, LONG MARSTON 

LUNCH SERVED FROM MIDDAY 
A CHOICE OF 3 HOME-COOKED MEALS 

PLUS A WIDE SELECTION OF PUDDINGS 

Why not join us on Christmas Day 
A FULL 3 COURSE MEAL WITH ALL THE 

TRADITIONAL TRIMMINGS FOR ONLY £40 

VEGETARIAN / GLUTEN FREE 

MEALS COOKED TO ORDER.  

GROUPS CATERED FOR 

The Whitchurch Morris Men - the Christmas month by John King 

WHILST our dancing out programme is a little sparse 

in December, we continue to practice and we have been 

learning some new dances from different traditions.  

Abingdon is making an appearance in the form of Prin-

cess Royal.  Remember Stealing Sheep and their single 

from last year Apparition?  That’s Abingdon.  In fact 

it’s the only Abingdon dance in the collection books 

because (seriously), they didn’t want other sides to 

dance their dances.  I’ve just had a look on Youtube and 

since it was collected, the dance has changed – it’s an 

organic art form.  The tune is still The Saucy Arethusa 

as found in the last Night of the Proms though. 
 

For the less experienced dancers we’ve been learning 

Trunkles but this time from Bampton in the Bush.  

Keeping to single stepping helps them learn the actions 

without having to concentrate too much on the feet.  

We’ve also been learning a simple stick dance to ex-

pand our audience participation routines.  Known as 

Broomfield in certain circles, it’s a nice little dance that 

is easy to do. 

 

Our only proper dancing out session in December 

though is the Boxing Day lunchtime event at The 

Plough at Cadsden.  If you’re looking for somewhere to 

walk the dogs and burn off those many mince pies, the 

woods offer excellent opportunities for mud walks with 

some free entertainment close by.  Besides, it’ll get you 

ready for the cold turkey and chip dinner waiting for 

you at home. 

Should you want a Morris Side for a particular event 

then now is the time to contact us as the new pro-

gramme for 2017 is already well under way.  May 

2017 is already full with events far and wide across 

the Country and Europe.  Our evening practices are 

every Tuesday at 8:15 till 10 p.m. in Wilstone village 

hall and all men and boys are welcome.  Just turn up 

or contact us via the website listed below. 

Wassail, 

www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk 
 

STOP PRESS: The evening of dancing and singing at the 

White Swan has changed to 6th December. Even so, we 

still hope to see one and all in the pub for some free enter-

tainment. 

No 107 Moderate 

 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 23 

Reader offer: special prices 
on wines for Christmas 

Turn to page 9 to see these reader offers 
from Village Wines. Something really  
special for Christmas and New Year. 
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Over 25 years of joinery  
and carpentry experience. 

Home consultation and competitive rates. 
 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

ROOFING 
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Letter to the editor... 

From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

ON the first day of Christmas, my God gave to me his Son, 

born of a woman living in poverty, divinity in human form, 

to live with us. 

On the second day of Christmas, my God gave to me 

joy:  joy at the Saviour’s birth, joy to fill celebrations with 

family and friends, joy at what this time means. 

On the third day of Christmas, my God gave to me generos-

ity, that I could rejoice in all this world has, and that I could 

share what I have with others, freely and lovingly. 

On the fourth day of Christmas, my God gave to me pa-

tience, that I could cope with all that is difficult at this time 

of year whether relationships that are struggling, or shallow 

consumerism that encourages pointless spending 

On the fifth day of Christmas, my God gave to me laughter, 

that enriches gatherings of family and friends, that spreads 

warmth and happiness. 

On the sixth day of Christmas, my God gave to me common 

sense so I could remember that I do not need a perfectly laid 

table or a high fashion tree or expensive presents in order to 

celebrate. 

On the seventh day of Christmas, my God gave to me faith, 

so that I might trust in him, and in where my life is going. 

On the eighth day of Christmas my God gave to me hope, 

that the New Year might be one where our world is not ruled 

by fear and anger, but by justice and humility. 

On the ninth day of Christmas, my God gave to me peace, 

that I might let go of all that has hurt me, and move forward, 

that I might become one of the peace-makers in this world. 

On the tenth day of Christmas, my God gave to me compas-

sion that I might reach out to others and walk with them in 

times of difficulty; that I might understand the different lives 

that others lead. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas, my God gave to me thank-

fulness: for the people in my life, for the blessings that I have 

been given, for all that we exchange at this time of year that 

is of true value and worth. 

On the twelfth day of Christmas, and on every day after, my 

God gave to me love. 

 

From Peter Kemp, Wilstone. 

 

Consultation 
I found the November issue of the parish news very interest-

ing especially the letter regarding TRPC. Being a Parish 

Councillor is a thankless task but reading some of the com-

ments I can’t help but think that the councillors leave them-

selves open for questioning. 

Regarding the building works at Long Marston Football 

Club, it is standard practise for any commercial business or 

council (I deal with many in my business) to obtain 3 quotes 

for any work over an agreed amount, the protocol of how the 

tender is awarded is agreed prior to the quotes being received 

and everything is clear and above board. At present it is very 

unclear if the building work was value for money as no com-

petitive quotes were received. Furthermore when Wilstone 

Village Hall decided to improve the toilets in the hall TRPC 

insisted that they obtained two quotes. It would seem they 

don’t follow their own rules. It is beyond belief that for an 

order for thousands of pounds of work that no official order 

was issued. 

I recently contacted TRPC regarding the new gym equipment 

that suddenly appeared at Wilstone, I was told it had been 

funded by a grant, which is great, but was the grant specifi-

cally for gym equipment or just to be used for the local peo-

ple? If so could it have been used for other purposes includ-

ing sorting out the flooding in Long Marston? 

I enquired of Cllr. Wheeler Cornell how the location for the 

gym equipment was agreed and was advised that the contrac-

tor and Cllr. Wheeler Cornell agreed the position.  Even the 

other council members and the Village Warden didn’t know 

it was being installed and where. I understand from Cllr. 

Thirkettle that new play equipment is being installed shortly 

including a zip wire for the kids to play on; this is all good 

news. 

My concern for both of these projects is that no public con-

sultation has taken place, which when you represent the pub-

lic should be a mandatory requirement. It appears, as a vil-

lager, that TRPC have let power go to their heads. They are 

here to serve the community and if they can’t fulfil that role 

then they should consider their position as councillors.     

Pudsy gets helping hand from Wilstone film night audience 
IN an extraordinary display  of athletic prowess, the audience at Wilstone’s regular film night last Friday, raised 

£300.09  which has been donated to the Children in Need charity. The enforced exercise came as a result of playing 

head n’ tails, whereby you have to place your hands on your head or on your backside, and the flip of a coin decides 

wether you stay in, or go out. As demonstrated on the night, only really fit people can play this game, so don’t try it 

at home! 

On a more serious note, thank you to all those who contributed, including whoever gave the 9p. 

P.S. the prize, which was won by Paul Lovis, was two free film night tickets.   
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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What’s going on at College Lake by Paul Simmons 

AS we move into winter the feel of the reserve is    

definitely changing. Cold frosty mornings with the 

trees taking on their autumnal colours before dropping 

their leaves. The wonderful whistling sounds of the 

wigeon can be heard on the marsh and the chitting of 

the fieldfare feeding on the berries of the hedgerows. 
 

This is the time of the year that we carry out major 

works on site including scrub management as well as 

pond and ditch work. Recently we have had the luxury 

of hiring a mini digger which as you can imagine is so 

much easier and faster than the manual digging we are 

used to and enables us to take on bigger tasks. One of 

the big jobs we carried out was to clear the reed growth 

from one of the ditches on the reserve. By opening up 

areas we can create open water which will attract drag-

onflies and damselflies next year, while still leaving 

areas of thicker reeds for birds such as reed warblers to 

nest. 
 

We have also utilised the digger to work on  two of our 

ponds. One had become very overgrown with reeds 

leaving little open water. Using the digger we have  

removed an area of the reeds to create an open water 

area which will once again attract dragonflies, damsel-

flies and aquatic insects. The second pond we have 

worked on is a shallow depression which held water for 

a few months before drying out. This has been made 

deeper, a liner installed and covered over with soil. 

This will now be left to fill naturally with rain water 

and runoff from the surrounding banks. Once there is 

water in the pond it will quickly recolonise with plants, 

water beetles and other invertebrates. Smooth Newts 

breed in this pond so we hope that they will be more 

successful if the pond retains water for longer through 

the summer. 
 

We will be closed over Christmas from Friday 23rd 

December and reopen on Sunday 1st January. We have 

a guided walk on Monday 2nd January, a good chance 

to get out in the fresh air and learn more about the    

history, management and wildlife here at College Lake.  
 

For more details of this and to book on this and our 

other events see our website at  

www.bbowt.org.uk/collegelake. 

Days out in 2016 

Pick ups in the Long Marston & Wilstone area can be organised 
Please contact the office to make an arrangement 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular 

Saturday 17th December £69.00 
Set in the magical surroundings of mechanical organs & fairground 
carousels, with a cast of 130 professional singers, dancers and 
musicians. The performance delivers an extravaganza of non-stop 
singing, dancing, music & variety. Includes a stop at the National 
Stud, Newmarket, where lunch is inclusive. 

2017 Brochure Launch 

To celebrate the start of our 2017 excursions & holidays 
program, we have decided to give you the opportunity to 
come and meet us and find out more about our trips. We will 
be holding an open morning to give you the opportunity to 
discuss exactly what we have on offer and even book a trip. 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 
info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 
www.masonscoachhire.co.uk 

Royal Albert Hall 

Thursday 22nd December 
£55.00 
Clap your hands, stomp your feet and sing your heart out as the 
impressive showman, Jonathan Cohen leads you through another 
fun filled jamboree of his most loved carols and Christmas hits. 

Saturday 7th January 9:30 –11:30 
The Old Swan, Cheddington 

A free shuttle service will be provided from our pick up 
locations – please call us to register your interest. 
Refreshments provided plus entry in to a prize draw to 

win a free day trip    We hope to see you there 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 
 

For all your domestic Plumbing, Gas & Heating  

requirements 
 

Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades,  

servicing & repair 

 

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ 

No call out charge 
 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527-900028   

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks 
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

AT the end of an eventful year, a pause to reflect on our 

achievements in 2016. We started the year with a very suc-

cessful pantomime thanks in no small part to Neil Gurney’s 

brilliant adaptation of the Treasure Island story and a wonder-

ful set of baddies in Martin Winship, Alan Munt and Serena 

Williams who stole the show as Polly the Parrot! Following 

our support of both the annual football match and the     

Marsworth Steam Rally, two great events that really rally 

local communities together, we moved on to planning for our 

annual village show at the beginning of August. Despite  a 

slightly lower number of entrants, the show was a great suc-

cess with a lovely display in the Victory Hall and plenty of 

activity on the rec. After another magnificent Fireworks   

display in conjunction with the Hall committee, you’d have 

thought that we would take a well-earned rest … not a bit of 

it.! 
 

Our event in December is our annual Carol Singing round the 

Christmas Tree on the 19th. We are so lucky in this village to 

have Aiden & Rachael Scahill who generously source a small 

brass band to play on the night as committee members walk 

around giving away copious amounts of free mulled wine and 

mince pies whilst we wait for Santa to appear with a bag of 

goodies for the children. A really lovely way to start Christ-

mas week and we hope you will all come and join us. There 

is also a collection made for the ‘Help for Heroes’ charity. 

As you will have seen in the November edition, we have al-

ready held our meeting with Neil for our 2017 panto produc-

tion ‘Wind in the Willows’. However, these activities cannot 

take place without help from the  community. The whole 

point of putting our panto on in February is that it does not 

get in the way of people enjoying their festive Christmas/New 

Year period. We work round Neil to make all our own cos-

tumes and build and paint our own sets, which seem to get 

better every year.  
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Is there anyone out there who 

would be willing to do a bit of sewing to make the kids’ cos-

tumes, or maybe come and help us on a Sunday morning in 

the Victory Hall with the set for an hour or two? 

Please contact Vicky Hayes (07855 369515 or 

vmh604@gmail.com) and join us in another great production! 

So why should I volunteer 

A very good question. Our lives can be so full nowa-
days, with the pressures of modern life and finding time 
to help either within your local community or maybe fur-
ther afield can seem impossible. But volunteering   
doesn’t have to be like this! 
 
I started when I was living in Ringwood. One day, I   
decided to go to the AGM of the Ringwood Carnival . I 
had never been as scared when I put my hand up when 
they asked for volunteers, but I have never looked back 
since. I was asked to (unsurprisingly) try to get the pubs 
in the town to come together and raise money for the 
charities that were benefitting each year. I started a very 
successful quiz competition as well as darts and domi-
noes nights. One of the landladies, with whom I am still 
good friends, did paintballing and Go-Karting days, and 
all for the price of a pint and a little conversation! I even 
used to dress up as a milkmaid on Carnival night to help 
raise money! 
 
The point I am trying to make is that volunteering can be 
so rewarding. As well as that sense of achievement that 
you can get from seeing a project through, you widen 
your circle of friends and improve your social skills. So 
why not try some volunteering in 2017? There are 
plenty of groups looking for helpers if only for an hour or 
so once in a blue moon! I love seeing the smiling faces 
of people young and old whilst standing there thinking  
“I did this” 

Notice is hereby given for the AGM of  

The Long Marston Horticultural Society 
On Wednesday 11th January 2017 at 8:00pm 

Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM 

3. Officer’s Reports  

(Chair, Treasurer & Events Secretary) 

4. Election of Officers 

5. Resolution to pay annual subs of 50p 

6. Any Other Business 



Village News 

Page 23 December 2016 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

No 107 solution  
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Talking turkey - a story of Longub Puttastone by Martin Winship 

ONE day, towards the end of April, Old Siegfried pushed his 

way through the front door of the Half Head, and leant his 

best allotment fork against the wall. “Afternoon, Jake” he 

said to his pal, who as was his custom was already sitting at 

a table, in deep communion with a pint of Old And Nasty. 

“All right Siggy? there’s one in for you.” 

Siegfried collected his pint from Rupert the landlord, and 

joined Jake at his table. Both took satisfying draughts from 

their mugs. For a while, neither spoke. They enjoyed the 

comfortable sort of companionship that requires no     

pointless chatter, and indeed often thrives on shared      

silence. Jake took another pull at his beer. “I’m getting my-

self a young bird” Siegfried announced. Jake, in mid        

swallow, coughed and choked, spraying a good deal of beer 

over the speaker. He continued to splutter and gasp for a 

space, while Old Siegfried savoured the effect his revelation 

had produced. 

“Wha….?” Jake managed at last. “A Turkey, I mean,” Sieg-

fried said. “I’ve a friend who works up at the hatchery.” Jake 

humphed. He knew all about Siegfried’s ‘friends’ – who  

usually referred to themselves as ‘victims’. “He’s got this 

idea, see. He provides a little hatchling turkey – delivers it, 

he does – and you look after it and feed it and what-have-

you. And then at the beginning of December when it’s nice 

and fat and big, he collects it again. Gives it the chop, plucks 

it, guts it and returns it all done and oven-ready in time for 

Christmas.” 

Jake looked thoughtful. “Now that sounds like a grand idea. 

Do you think he might be able to let me have a bird too?” 

“Be happy to. In fact, he says the more birds we have, the 

cheaper they’ll be.” Jake drained his beer. “I tell you what. 

I’ll put the word round and we’ll see if we can’t get lots 

more folk interested.” Siegfried nodded. “Good idea. Fancy 

another pint?” 

Though the take-up for the Turkey Scheme was not huge, 

enough villagers agreed to join up to bring the cost down to 

a very acceptable level. Thomas Crab thought it was a crack-

erjack of an idea. He had a bit of an orchard behind his 

house which was opposite Siegfried’s cottage. He knocked 

together a rough but serviceable wire mesh roost for      
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Gobbler to spend his nights in, and watched with admiration 

and delight as the young bird foraged beneath the trees, 

and prospered. He grew rapidly, and evidently found plenty 

of grubs and worms which Thomas supplemented with 

scraps. In the autumn, Gobbler relished the windfalls from 

the trees, and Thomas insisted that after his bird had eaten 

some fruit which had apparently fermented, Gobbler had 

slurred his gobbles. 

Jake also had a fair-sized garden round his house close to 

the church, and his bird, which he named Stuffin’, thrived in 

this privileged environment. Despite his reputation for being 

a master-fettler, Jake decided against constructing a shelter 

for his turkey; after all, he was the keeper of the keys for the 

church hall, and so he quietly cleared out one if the little-

used back rooms to house Stuffin’. He would surreptitiously 

herd the bird into the back of the hall every evening. The 

vicar realised what he was up to early on, but diplomatically 

turned a blind eye. 

Alice Ball had been uncertain whether to join the scheme, 

but her hard-nosed common sense won in the end – the 

saving on the cost of a farm-reared bird was not to be     

ignored. Besides, she rationalised with herself, Bernard 

would have a much nicer life with her than he would have 

on some cruel farm. And so it proved. Bernard spent his 

days scratching about in Alice’s small back garden, enjoying 

many choice titbits along the way. Alice had once owned a 

moggy, and had never got round to removing the cat flap 

from the back door. Despite initial half-hearted attempts to 

dissuade him, Bernard soon got into the habit of popping in 

through the flap as the light faded, and before long he was 

content to spend his evenings perched on Alice’s knee,   

sitting comfortably on the settee. 

Alice’s friend Florence Huckleberry had bought Paxo, and he 

too had a happy existence in the extensive family garden, 

But Paxo had another special treat, two or three times a 

week. Florence was a keen tennis player (she had been the 

lady’s captain) and soon found herself being followed by 

Paxo as she walked up to the courts. Her unconvincing     

discouragement had no effect, so the bird became an unof-

ficial member of the club, and proved himself to be an en-

thusiastic if unpredictable ball-boy. When Prunella Lympe 

found that both Alice and Florence were having a turkey, 

she told her husband that they must have one as well, and 

gave him strict instructions to order the best Turkey House 

that money could buy, ready to accommodate the grandly 

named Troy. Prunella was rather surprised when the new 

member of the family was delivered; she had not realised 

that turkeys had feathers and a beak, and she had to be 

reassured by the vet that Troy was supposed to make those 

rather alarming noises. 

The last partaker in the scheme was the vicar himself.     

Predictably, he named his bird Saint Nicholas, to give him a 

nice festive character. The bird lived and grew officially in 

the large grounds of the vicarage, but was not aware of this 

limit on his perambulations. He soon found a useful gap in 

the hedge which divided the manse from the churchyard, 

and found the graves and monuments here much more to 

his liking. Many were the late night revellers, taking a short-

cut home through the churchyard, who were scared witless 

by the unexpected ruffling and ghostly gobbling of old Saint 

Nick. 

All the birds flourished, grew, and immersed themselves 

ever deeper in the affections of their owners. The year fled 

past, and December duly followed November, as it is often 

inclined to do. The fateful day arrived, and Old Siegfried’s 

friend from the hatchery came in his van, to take the birds 

off to meet their inevitable doom. Later in the afternoon, as 

though seeking mutual comfort and reassurance, the vari-

ous members of the scheme gathered at the Half Head. 

They sat in absorbed silence for some time, then Alice 

looked up. 

“I couldn’t do it,” she admitted. “I couldn’t let Bernard go. I 

don’t care about the money.” The others stared at her in 

amazement. “Me too” said Florence. “Paxo was just too 

lovely.” “Same with Troy” admitted Prunella. 

And it emerged that it was the same with all of them. But 

what about Siegfried? He looked round at them, shaking his 

head in disbelief. “No. No – when I looked at those short 

stocky legs, and those little black beady eyes, I couldn’t let 

Alice go. I couldn’t. I just couldn’t…….” 

He became aware of a brittle silence, and that Alice Ball had 

stood up, and adopted her scolding position. “WHAT did you 

call your turkey?” she demanded, in a voice like an ice-cold 

stiletto.       

And so it was that the village’s reputation as an unusual  

location was enhanced. While other places had their flocks 

of ducks or geese by their ponds, and even peacocks on 

their greens, Longub Puttastone had a unique gang of very 

fat, self-confident turkeys, whose joie de vivre was           

diminished not one jot at Christmas time. 

 

Editors note - our sincere apologies to Martin as, in last month’s edition, the last paragraph of “In a Pickle” was    

inadvertently missed off. To all those (including me) who would like to know how the story ended, Martin has 

kindly volunteered to send the complete article. Martin can be contacted at martinwinship@live.co.uk  
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LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)

Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m3)

Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 

sacks) 
 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 

for details. 
 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, 

fencing, pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 
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Not a recipe - just a suggestion                           by Sally Smith 

CHRISTMAS is supposed to be a time of happiness, 

relaxation and enjoyment, but for so many it seems to 

be stressful, miserable and simply over-rated.  There is 

so much pressure and emphasis placed on getting it 

right, giving the perfect gift and showing how perfect 

your life is.  However, for most of us this simply isn’t 

possible and the effort we take to pretend leaves us 

miserable, depressed and angry. 

 

It doesn’t have to be like this though.  By simply ac-

cepting that everyone does things their own way, we 

can begin to realise that if it works for us then that’s 

just great.   For example I love making mince pies and 

Christmas cake, but I don’t make my own pastry and I 

certainly don’t go through the palaver of Royal icing!  I 

have been known to make my own cranberry sauce, but 

never bother to create stuffing from scratch.  As a very 

wise friend of mine once said, “we used to wash our 

clothes in the river, we don’t do it any more”.   

 

I love the magic of Christmas, from Advent Sunday 

right through until 12th Night; I can’t wait to put the 

lights up outside and in, and to put the festive music 

playlist on.  Watch out for me whilst I’m shopping, I’m 

the one singing loudly to myself rather than the Grinch 

like figure full of resentment whilst they buy food that 

nobody wants and gifts that nobody needs! 

 

Many years ago I decided to concentrate on the things I 

like doing – writing cards, making and decorating my 

Christmas cake, mass production of mini-mince pies, 

attending as many carol services as possible, and mak-

ing or buying gifts that people are actually pleased to 

receive. 

This year, my Christmas officially began with the 

Mead Farm Shop Christmas Event in November after 

which I have already ordered a rather large turkey from 

Gubblecote Farm.  I can’t wait to get the lights up out-

side and buy the tree.  Cards are already being written 

and, after the Christingle Service at St Peter & St Paul 

on 26th November, letters to Santa will be sent up the 

chimney.  My ‘mince pie marathon’ has been planned 

so that I have enough ready for the Horti Carols around 

the Tree event on 19th December, and my cake is being 

fed on a weekly basis.  As the big day draws closer, the 

singing will become louder and the house more deco-

rated.  Christmas Eve will be a filled with veggie prep 

and church services – along with a visit to the pub to 

wet the larynx, before awaiting the arrival of FC with 

his goodies.  I thoroughly enjoy crib services, midnight 

mass and the 10am communion at All Saints, but I 

know this isn’t for everyone, because everyone is dif-

ferent. 

 

So rather than give you a recipe to follow, I’m going to 

give you a suggestion.  If you like baking, do it.  If you 

don’t, use as many pre-prepared things as you can find.  

Create your own ‘Christmas traditions’, rather than 

continuing the ‘old ways’ ‘just because’.  Above all, 

make it your Christmas and endeavour to celebrate the 

differences that make us all unique and which make life 

in the villages so wonderful.  There are many wonder-

ful people who do so much for others in our commu-

nity, that help us become stronger together and between 

us we can achieve greatness simply by doing things our 

way. 

 Cracking Flags 

December 
 

5th Thailand 
 

6th Finland 
 

10th Queensland 
 

12th Kenya 
 

17th Bhutan 
 

21st Winship (43rd Wedding Anniversary) 
 

28th Nepal 
 

31st New Year 
 

On all other days in December the Christmas flag will fly. 

January 
 

1st Haiti 
 

4th Burma 
 

7th Winship (Daughter-in-law’s birthday) 
 

9th Connecticut 
 

15th Afro-American (Martin Luther King Junior’s 

birthday) 
 

21st Quebec 
 

25th Scottish Royal Standard (Burns Night) 
 

26th Australia 
 

31st Nauru 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham
Decorating for Christmas
Please join us for this very happy and seasonal job – decorating the church for the 

Christmas services.  This will take place on Saturday, 10th December, from 10 a.m.

If you are able to provide any contributions of holly, evergreens or other suitable items, 

these will be very much appreciated.  We always break for a very seasonal “elevenses”, 

so you will find us in a very merry mood! 
 

St.Mary’s Church, Puttenham
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

Sunday, 18
th

 December – 3.30 p.m.
As always, we shall be joined by the Ridgeway Chorale who will contribute special 

pieces, and we shall all sing the very familiar Christmas carols, loved since childhood.  

At the end of the service, hot Puttenham Punch, Mince Pies and Sausage Rolls will be 

served.  
 

St.Mary’s. Puttenham
Christmas Eve – Saturday, 24th December – 11.30 P.M.

Service of Midnight Mass
Our first Communion of Christmas is taken just as the Eve turns into Christmas Day.  

The service will also include your favourite carols.  Make this a very special start to 

Christmas. No further services will take place at St.Mary’s on Christmas Day, but there 

will be morning services around the Team. 

St. Mary’s Floor Upgrade.

Work is due to start on the floor as of this coming January if all goes to plan, and so all 

regular church services will be transferred to Cecilia Hall. The regular service pattern 

of 2nd Sunday 8.15 a.m. BCP Communion, and 4th Sunday, 3.30 p.m. BCP Evensong will 

remain the same, but within different surroundings.  We hope to be back in St.Mary’s in 

time for Easter.

MAY WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW 

YEAR 2017 
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency                     0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Susan Baxter  email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann                    01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Emma Lynch   07870 729950 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Claudine Cox                               01296 668752 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you @
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Heather White  

01442 827286  

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the February 2017 

edition is:  

Wednesday 18 January  2017.  

(Note- no January edtion ) 

The editor is TBA 
 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Flu - a cautionary tale by Caroline Clist 

IT started by me not really feeling hungry.  Eight cherry to-

matoes and some cheese for lunch isn’t much and that was 

all I managed to eat.  That might not be good but the fact that 

I didn’t eat chocolate was very concerning. Not from a die-

tary point of view -  just from the ‘I must be really ill” per-

spective.  So it being Friday and finding standing up rather 

tiring, I finished work early in order to spend quality time 

with my duvet. 

 

The first night I was really cold and shivery, even though I 

was well wrapped up.  Then the fever set in and I got really 

hot. But at least I remembered to keep drinking regularly, 

especially during the night when I woke up feeling over-

heated. A couple of days later, I thought about a book I had 

about food and health which explained  why I wasn’t doing 

myself any favours.  The first symptom of flu is not wanting 

to eat -  but fever burns up energy.  The two combine to 

weaken the victim further.  It becomes easier through  

experience to understand why flu can kill. 

 

I’d been trying to keep hydrated but the book gave me the 

suggestion that adding fruit juice to the water would provide 

energy as well as liquid.  As for eating, the choices  were to 

do nothing and get weaker or find a computer and order 

some carry-out food as  getting myself to a shop would have 

been overly ambitious.  The book’s suggestion proved to be 

very helpful and by diluting apple juice in  

water I managed to gather sufficient energy to pick up the 

laptop from the floor. 

 

Whilst undoubtedly familiar to a large number of readers, 

on-line shopping for food isn’t something I use, as I’d rather 

choose my own fruit and vegetables which I love to 

eat. However, as it turned out, it wasn’t too traumatic but 

lifting the laptop was the most difficult bit.   

 

The book suggested diluted fruit juice (to provide energy and 

hydration), protein, and garlic (to have raw) as it could act as 

an anti-viral agent, so I knew what to order.  Having now 

made plans to gain food, I did need to ration myself with 

what I had left that day and the next, as the first available 

delivery was the second day after ordering. 

 

It was at about this stage that just standing up was incredibly 

painful.  If I kept moving, it wasn’t too bad but standing still 

sent messages from leg muscles telling of severe conse-

quences of inflicting such unreasonable requirements on my 

poor innocent muscles.  This resulted in me wandering 

around whilst brushing my teeth, or moving from one foot to 

the other as the pain in one leg reached intolerable levels. 

 

Somehow it this state I managed to receive the shopping that 

had been ordered without collapsing in agony.  Pretty much a 

major achievement!  Whether it was all the rest or the more 

suitable food but things did start (very slowly)  

getting better.  It’s been a long time since I last had ‘flu,  

although the Duke of Edinburgh’s 40 ‘flu-free years beats 

mine. Hopefully it will be a long time before I succumb to it 

again.  

 

After starting off trying to sort out all the things that I hadn’t 

got around to doing through texts (phone being a lot lighter 

to pick up than the laptop), gradually the flu took over and 

the stereotype of someone who has ‘flu “not really being 

bothered by £50 notes falling past the window “ became true 

for me.  At that time I wasn’t concerned about what was hap-

pening in the wider world, although with the American elec-

tions going on, perhaps I should have been. 

 

I hope that you have a ‘flu-free winter.  If you do know 

someone who has succumbed hopefully, having read this, 

you’ll have some ideas of how to help them.  And with all 

the raw garlic being consumed, the parish should be vampire 

free too! 

 

Hospice of St Francis - last call for Santas and Jingle dogs 

Gather up your friends and family and join 
our sea of “Super Santas” to walk,sprint, 
scoot or jog around our festive 2.5 mile 
Sant Dash through Hemel Hempstead on 
Sunday11th December starting at 10am.  
We’ll supply you with your Santa suits 
(reindeer ears for the little ones) and greet 
you at the finish line with a mince pie, hot 
drink and shiny medal. 
 
Registration costs £15 for adults, £5 for 
children or bring the whole family plus the 
dog for just £35. 
 
Sign up now at 
www.stfrancis.org.uk/santadash 
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Local man in “building blitz” in Cape Town (continued from page 32))   

 

ON 5th November, Geoff headed out to Cape 

Town as one of the 250 strong team of volun-

teers to work at two existing dilapidated 

schools. The objective for the 2016 building 

blitz was to build 13 new classrooms, 2 toilet 

block facilities, 1 kitchen, and 2 playgrounds 

across the two schools in Khayelitsha within 6 

days.  

The ground works were carried out by local 

tradesmen before the volunteers arrived so that 

all the trades could get straight to work.  

The days started early with a coach to the build-

ing site arriving at 6.30am. The volunteers were 

split into teams led by professional tradesmen and 

set to work on their particular area of the build. A 

lot of concrete was mixed, roofs erected, walls 

built, plastered and painted, electrics and water 

installed and playgrounds re-invigorated. Rather 

like the DIY SOS programme you may have seen 

on TV. 

It is incredible to see what can be achieved by a 

team of enthusiastic and hardworking people when 

well organised. If any incentive was required, the 

volunteers were able to make a short visit to some 

of the shacks where the school children lived in the 

townships. It is a stark reminder just how unfortu-

nate the people are that live in these basic corru-

gated shacks with little to no personal belongings. 

Under the management of building foremen, the 

buildings took shape through the week and were 

finished by Friday afternoon in order they could be 

officially handed over to the principle and 

the pupils of the school. Needless to say, 

they were delighted and very excited about 

making use of the new facilities.  

The charity’s work does not end there. 

With the building work complete, Mellon 

Educate sets about improving standards of 

education in the schools by bringing in 

mentors and educational specialists to im-

prove the quality of teaching and learning. 

The intention is to give every child the 

best possible education in order that they 

can find work and lift themselves and 

their families out of poverty. 

Thank you to all those who kindly supported 

Geoff. You can rest assured the donations were all 

put to good use directly on the project primarily 

for the purchase of building materials. The station-

ary was distributed between the classrooms ready 

for when the students move in.   

If you would like to know more about the work the 

charity carries out or even volunteer yourself in 

2017, please visit their website at 

www.MellonEducate.com 

“It was the most rewarding and satisfying week of 

work that I have ever undertaken. With some of 

the volunteers returning for their 15th year, they 

made all the newcomers feel very welcome and 

supported. A really great experience that I would 
recommend to everyone, no matter what level of 

View of the site on day one -building for four classrooms 

Handover of one of the finished buildings 
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Farm shop social success                                by Phil Buchi 

VILAGERS congregated en masse at this popular 

annual social event at Mead's Farm Shop, offi-

cially known as the Christmas Food Fair. And it 

certainly was that too. Jenny Mead said that they 

had to get a bigger tent this year, and it was still 

packed to overflowing with interesting food offer-

ings and interested samplers/buyers.  

 

An added attraction for 2016 was the opening of 

the adjacent 'Campfire Gin' distillery by Kate and 

Ben Marston (see picture). This understandably 

attracted considerable interest, and we hear they 

had sold all the stock by the end of the evening. 

 

Christmas carols were provided by 'J's Joyful Di-

vas' ladies choir - a delightful addition to the eve-

ning. We were sorry that Teresa Mead was not 

able to attend this year because of poor health, and 

we wish her well.  

 

Thanks to Jenny and Simon Mead for laying on a 

great event for us. (It looked like a commercial 

success too.) 

 

Kate Marston with the two “Campfire Gin” 

stills  

Local man in “building blitz” in Cape Town        by Geoff Southam 

FOR the last 15 years, the 

Mellon Educate charity has 

organised a “Building Blitz” 

trip to Africa for volunteers, 

primarily from the United 

Kingdom, to work with pro-

fessional tradesmen to build 

homes and schools for impov-

erished African communities.  

Over the course of 2016, one 

of the volunteers, Geoff 

Southam of Loxley Farm, 

Long Marston raised £3500 in 

order to participate in the 

building blitz. Residents from 

Long Marston helped to raise 

the money by supporting 

fundraising events such as an 

afternoon tea party and donat-

ing stationery. 

 

Geoff  on site in Cape Town 

(Continued on page 31) 


