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Mayor of Dacorum visits our Parish  by Lucy Bancroft

ON Tuesday 10th November, 

Councillor Gbola Adeleke, the 

current Mayor of Dacorum, and 

his wife visited the Parish. 

Their visit started at the 

Community Shop in Wilstone, 

where they were greeted by 

Diana Crapnell, the Chairman of 

the Shop Committee, Ali Driver, 

the new Manager and volun-

teers. The Mayor spent time in 

the shop looking at the products 

on offer and talking to Diana 

about how the shop is run and to 

volunteers about their 

experience of working in the 

shop. The Mayor was very 

impressed with the range and 

value of products on offer. 

Councillors Wheeler-Cornell and 

Winfield from the Parish Council 

then accompanied the Mayor to 

Mead Farm shop in Wilstone. 

The Mayor met staff in the shop 

and cafe who were busy getting 

ready for the Christmas open 

evening and was interested in 

looking at the Christmas ranges 

on display. 

The next stop on the Parish tour 

was St Mary’s Church, 

Puttenham where Church 

Warden John Barron first showed 

the Mayor and his wife round 

Cecilia Hall, explaining how it 

got it’s name. In the Church the 

Mayor and John Barron talked 

about the pews, the organ and 

plans for installing  under floor 

heating in the Church.

All pictures by Lucy Bancroft

(continued on the back page).

Meeting the volunteers

Outside Meads Farm shop

With John Barron and Councillor Garnham
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Get informed about the opportunity for village 
wireless broadband in Tring Rural Parish.
A meeting to answer all your questions, open to all, at Long 
Marston Victory Hall on Thursday 10th December at 7.30pm

A survey has been undertaken by Village Networks Ltd, a wireless broadband provider created to bring 

better broadband speeds to Wilstone, Long Marston, Puttenham, Gubblecote, Dixons Gap & Little Tring. 

The survey, paid for by the Parish Council, is complete & the results will be shared at this public meeting.

Village Networks are offering broadband speeds of between 20mb/s & 30mb/s; maybe not as fast as fibre 

optic which some of us are promised for 2017, but considerably better than 

the 1mb/s or 2mb/s many of us currently experience. And their service is 

delivered via wireless so there is no digging up of roads and no dependency 

on BT, and it is available now.

There will be a subscription of £36 per month per household for uncapped 

usage. You can use your phone through the broadband rather than pay for a 

landline. There will be a one off £120 installation charge per house, con-

nected to your router. There would be an additional charge for a new 

router, if needed.

There is an infrastructure cost of £15,000 to install the main antennae around the parish, and at the time of 

writing, we await the Parish Council’s deliberations as to whether they will fund all, part, or none of these 

costs. 

So, the purposes of this meeting are to further assess the level of interest from potential subscribers, to 

bring you up to speed with current developments, and to provide answers to the many questions that have 

already been posed, as well as others you might wish to ask. To that end, it would help the process if you 

could send your questions to me prior to the meeting so I can put them into some semblance of order,  and 

so we can deal with as many as possible. Topics to be covered will be:

• About Village Networks.
• If known, the position of the Parish Council and subsequent implications.
• A description as to how wireless broadband works, and what goes on in your house.
• Technical considerations around bandwidth, backhauling & contention.
• Known possible risks of service interruption. 
• What happens when, and if, BT install fibre optic.
• Installation in homes—how it works, who is responsible for what.
• Cost implications.
• Plus other questions you may have. 

Please send your questions in advance to me, Peter Walker, 
at walkersandbrook@gmail.com

We will be joined by Paul Firth who is CEO of Village Networks based in 

Buckingham, whose company has undertaken the current survey and  who have installed 100’s of houses 

over the past few years.

So if you want to enjoy faster broadband now, rather than later, join us 

at Long Marston Victory Hall on Thursday December 10th at 7.30pm

COMMUNITY NOTICE

40+ householders have so far signed 

up for the service, well in excess of the 

25 required to make the scheme vi-

able. If you would also like to register, 

please email: 

tringrural@villagenetworks.co.uk
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Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: John McCall

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 07743 896800

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist 

John McCall, Colin Moore.

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager

Rob Briant 07802 384151

Finance Manager & Treasurer

Toby Davidson 07970 636168

The last edition of the year. How time flies! Talking of 

which who can remember the last time the mayor visited 

our parish!

Congratulations must go the those villagers of Long 

Marston who have formed a collective to keep the Queen’s 

Head open - here’s hoping it is as successful as the 

Wilstone Community shop. Incidentally remember to get 

your food orders placed in time for Christmas.

Our best wishes have also to go to Phil Buchi, the 

founding father of Village News, who, as I write, is 

undergoing tests in hospital. We all wish for a positive 

outcome.

On a more serious note, we desperately need to appoint a 

new Advertising Manager. The role is not onerous (as 

described on page 22) but is essential if Village News is to 

keep running.

Lastly, on behalf of all of the Village News team, do have 

a happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year 

. 
The next edition will be for February 2016 

and the deadline for items is: 

Wednesday 20 January 2016

Village News Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us 

at any of the services.

6 December

10.00am                   St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                   All Saints Worship for all

6.00pm                     St Cross Evening Prayer (BCP)

13 December

8.15am                      St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am                    St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                   All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm                     All Saints Evening Prayer

20 December

10.00am                    St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am                   All Saints Nativity

3.30pm                     St Mary’s Lessons and Carols

24 December

4.00pm                      All Saints Crib Service

7.00pm                      St Cross Carol Service

11.30pm                    St Mary’s Midnight Mass

25 December

10.00am                    All Saints Holy Communion

27 December

10.00am                    All Saints Holy Communion

10.00am                    St Cross Worship for all

3.30pm                     St Mary’s Evensong

3 January

10.00am                    St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                   All Saints Holy Communion

10 January 
8.15am                      St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am                    St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                   All Saints Worship for all

6.00pm                     All Saints Evening Prayer

17 January
10.00am                   St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am                   All Saints Worship for all

24 January

10.00am                   St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                  All Saints Holy Communion

3030pm                   St Mary’s Evensong

31 January

10.00am                  St Cross Worship for all

10.00am                  All Saints Holy Communion

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 2 December  Puttenham village hall

Saturday 5 December

Christmas Fayre at Long Marston School. 2-5pm

Thursday 10 December

Wireless broadband meeting. Long Marston  Hall 7.30

Friday 11th December

Christmas lights and Santa’s grotto 3.15pm-5pm

28-30Station Road, Long Marston

Monday 14 December
Carols round the tree. Long Marston Memorial 7pm

Friday 18 December

Wilstone film night. 

Friday 15 January 2016

Wilstone film night.

Saturday 6 February
Maggie’s Cabaret Club, Wilstone Hall, 7.30pm.

Tuesday 9 February

Pancake day

Wednesday 10 February

Start of Lent

Friday 19 February 2016
Wilstone film night.

Friday 18 March 2016

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

See page 10 for Christmas opening hours.

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

CHRISTMAS AT ST. CROSS

TUESDAY 15TH 

 COFFEE MORNING

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

TUESDAY 22ND
CHRISTMAS COMMUNION 10.00AM 

THURSDAY 24TH

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CAROL SERVICE 7.00PM.

Christmas Lights &

Santa’s Grotto 

Mulled wine,  Cakes,  Craft Stall,      
Hook-a-Bag, Sit in Santa’s Sleigh!  

3.15 til 5.00,  Friday 11th December                   
28-30 Station Road, Long Marston 

Long Marston & Puttenham WI 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 
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Wilstone Village Hall Committee proudly presents: 

Maggie's

A spectacular evening at 

Starring the fabulous Wilstone Showgirls 

Tickets £12.50 from Wilstone Community Shop only. Tickets on sale from 1st December 2015. 

A glamorous evening of entertainment, music and dancing  

at Wilstone’s exclusive night club.   

All local cabaret 
and guest appearance by The Wilstonettes.   

Come dressed for the occasion! Prizes for snappy dressers! 
Supper served at your table is included in the price. 

Licenced bar

Saturday 6th February 2016. Show starts 8pm. 
Doors and bar open 7.15pm. All seating at table. 

Prizes!

          Long Marston school’s Christmas Fayre
                  Saturday 5th December 2 - 5pm

             Enjoy a mince pie, a mulled wine and the children's festive music.
             An opportunity to buy a few Christmas gifts from our many stalls.

               Have a go on the bottle tombola and lucky dip 
              or have fun in our 'messy activity room'.

             Enjoy the games designed and created by the pupils.
              Visit our magical 'Grotto' with a very special guest and his little helper!

So come along and enjoy the festivities.
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Village News could close!!!                        by Phil Buchi 

Lack of advertising manager puts Village News in jeopardy                   

FOR the last three months Village News has been 
seeking a volunteer advertising manager to join 
the team. The lack of response to appeals on our 
pages has been disappointing, and is now placing 
the whole operation of your village magazine in 
jeopardy. Graham Thorpe has carried out the 
duties splendidly for the last few years, and 
everything is set up and easy to run. But Graham 
has now moved to Northumberland. Although he 
continues to do the work for us at a distance, the 
situation is far from ideal and cannot continue. 

Surely someone would like to make this 
valuable contribution to the Village News 
team?

As 80% of the money which pays for this free vil-
lage magazine comes from advertising, keeping 
the  revenue stream flowing is vital, but it is not 
difficult or particularly time consuming.                

No selling is required - not ever. The magazine 
sells itself.  The job is to deal with enquiries from 
new advertisers (about one a month), maintain a 
schedule for the editors telling them which ads to 
run that month, and issue invoices when due. 
Most of our advertisers have been with us for 
years and pay annually which minimises
administration. The Treasurer collects payments -
this is not part of the advertising manager's job.

The system is well established and runs like 
clockwork. Only an ordinary level of computing 
skills is needed, plus an internet connection. The 
work can be done in a few hours per month, a full 
handover will be given and there is back up from 
the rest of the team. If you think you might be able 
to do this important job for us and would like to 
talk about it, please call me. I will be very pleased 
to hear from you, as we must fill this post.
Contact Phil Buchi on 01296 661339.
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Friendly village pub

Open all day

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm
(except Sunday and Monday evenings)

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park ●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk 

Broadband
Peter Walker and a representative from “Village Net-

works” reported on the survey carried out in the Parish 

which showed that 95% coverage is possible using 

ground level coverage.

The cost will be £14,000 to set up and will cost sub-

scribers approx. £30/month after an initial cost of 

approx. £150 for aerials (nodes) and routers etc.

For consideration by TRPC..

For further details see Peter Walker’s report on the  

opposite page.

Mobile speed device
The device has not yet been ordered as £1500 has been 

funded by Dacorum which would enable a mobile solar 

powered device to be purchased instead of a battery 

powered device. Concern was expressed about the life 

of a solar panel and a guarantee sought. Once estab-

lished a device will be purchased.

The siting of the equipment and a rota for monitoring 

established outside of the meeting.

Recreation Grounds
The cost of individual activities to be discussed outside 

of this meeting and the location of the Zip wire in Wil-

stone to be established. It was agreed that there will 

NOT be a Zip wire in Long Marston due to the possi-

bility of flooding.

Further discussion took place as to which equipment 

could be repaired/replaced locally with regards to the 

current playground equipment.

Final list of requirements and costs to be established 

and to be forwarded to Dacorum.

Highways
No progress re trees in Astrope Lane.

Action is required on the ongoing list of repairs.

A policy is required on the cleaning of road signs as 

many are becoming very dirty and unreadable.

Solar Farm payments
Payments have been made to most of the recipients 

listed in the last edition of Village News.
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825674

Ms Andrea Garnham 01296 660767

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190

Mr John Thirkettle 01296 661825

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman) 01296 662207

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977

The Clerk to the Council is :

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Update on Village Broadband proposal                        by Peter Walker

(see also last month’s article)

On Wednesday November 4th, the Parish Council 

received an update on the survey which they have 

funded, of the idea of installing wireless broad-

band across the parish. A previous proposal for 

installing it in Wilstone only had been expanded at 

the council’s request to include the whole of the 

parish.

The results of the survey, which had not quite been 

completed, showed that 95% of the parish could be 

covered with a signal that could deliver between 

20mbs and 30mbs, a significant improvement on 

the current services available to the parish. 

The original cost of the Wilstone proposal was 

around £4k, but for the whole of the parish it was 

estimated that the main infrastructure would cost 

£15k plus the cost of the survey at £1.5k.  Then 

there would be the one off cost of installation and 

connection to each house at £120 and a subscriber 

cost of £36 per month. The point of viability for 

the broadband providers is 25 subscribers which 

had already been exceeded by expressions of inter-

est following last month’s village magazine article. 

To date 40 households have signed up. 

The Council were asked to consider funding the 

infrastructure costs on the premise that an earlier 

survey had shown that over half the households in 

the parish saw better broadband as essential to the 

needs of schoolchildren and home workers. That 

request is under consideration.

A commitment was made for a public consultation 

on the proposal which will be at Long Marston 

Victory Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday December 

10th. 

Please see the main announcement on page 2.
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How the shop looked in 1960

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop

Wilstone Community Shop
Run by the community, for the community

We aim to serve the Community by:

● Keeping prices fair
● Offering a wide range of goods and services
● Stocking home-made and local produce
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work 

These wonderful photographs of Wilstone Shop were posted to 

our Facebook page by Ian Simms, an American whose aunts 

Norah (pictured) and Lilah Ashley owned and ran the shop at 

that time.  In 1960 Ian was visiting  England for the first time 

with his mother, Stella Simms who was a war bride.

We are thinking of producing a calendar next year using old and 

new photos of the area.  If there are any budding photographers 

out there, we would love to receive your submissions.

Christmas opening hours

Christmas Eve: 7.30 am—2 pm

Christmas Day: Closed

Boxing Day: 9.00 am—midday

Then 9.00 am—midday until 02/01/2016 when 

it’s back to normal trading hours.

Turkeys, Cards and more!
There’s still time to order your Christmas turkeys from 

us, if you didn’t pick up an order form at the Film Night 

these are available in store.  We’re also stocking:

Homemade Christmas puddings 

Homemade Luxury Mincemeat

Christmas wrapping paper

Wilstone Christmas cards 

Christmas crackers 

White Jasmine gifts including 

scented candles and vintage style 

baubles

And much, much more...

We would like to wish all 

our volunteers and

customers a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy 

New Year
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News from St Cross by Alison Cockerill

Tring Rural Parish Council: official notice

Vandalism is a criminal offence

Members of the Parish Council are very disappointed 
that the new door to the meeting room at the Long 
Marston recreation ground has been damaged by van-
dals. The graffiti scratched into the metal door cannot 
easily be erased. Members of the public are asked to 
be vigilant and report suspicious activity to the police. 
Vandalism is a criminal offence, and we should not 
have to tolerate it in our community.

Published on behalf of Tring Rural Parish Council, November 2015.

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and 
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.

For more details and to book, ring Liz Ayling on 
07973 786389.

AS the year draws to a close it is appropriate to say 

THANK YOU to everyone who has supported St. 

Cross during the last twelve months. Naming names is 

always risky, as someone is inevitably overlooked, but 

we’ll give it a go anyway.

As they say on ‘Strictly Come Dancing’, in no 

particular order, our thanks go to: The Village Hall 

Committee, Tring Rural Parish Council, Ken Martin-

Churchwarden but also caretaker of the church 

grounds, the ‘flower ladies’ who ensure St. Cross 

always has flowers on the altar, and the people who so 

generously provide them, the Tuesday Coffee Morning 

team, the cleaners, the organist for continuing to give 

up weekdays as well as Sundays every time we ask, the 

jam-jar holders, Sing Wilstone, the Open Gardens 

committee, and all the private donors and supporters.

For our own part, the church likes to become involved 

in other events and charities and this year St. Cross has 

supported Christian Aid, DENS, the Bishops Harvest 

Appeal, Macmillan Cancer Care, and the Royal British 

Legion, and hopefully will be doing so again in 2016.

But special thanks go to our minister, Rev’d Didier 

Jaquet, for giving up so much time to look after St. 

Cross. Didier lives in Long Marston, works full-time in 

the family business at Great Brickhill, and is what the 

Church of England term ‘self-supporting’. His concern 

and care for people is very evident in all he does and 

especially appreciated by people in times of sadness 

and distress. But Didier also has a great sense of 

humour and wide-ranging interests and these qualities 

are instrumental for encompassing flexibility within 

church life, and we very much look forward to his 

ministry as he leads St. Cross over the coming years. 

Apart from 10.00am Sunday services, Didier will be 

officiating at the Carol Service on Christmas Eve and 

we hope lots of you will join us for this service and stay 

on to enjoy refreshments afterwards.

From everyone at St.Cross, our best 

wishes for a very Happy Christmas and 

New Year.
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Christmas Greetings
Iley .......Steven, Naomi and family... wish all their 

friends a very Happy Christmas 

               xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Darren and Chloe... send all their best wishes and love 

to friends this Christmas 

                Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Dave Iley…... Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 

all my friends in Wilstone. Best wishes. 

                 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Hazel Dobrotka ...wishes all her old friends and 

neighbours in Wilstone and Long Marston 

a Merry Christmas 

                 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Vanessa and Malcolm ...Merry Christmas and Happy 

2016 lots of love xx

                    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Carole and Peter Weedon would like to wish all a 

Merry Christmas a happy New Year.

                   xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Colin Moore wishes all friends and readers a 

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Long Marston and Puttenham WI
                                                                 by Margaret Kaye

THIS is the start of a new year for the WI.   We have 

had our AGM, elected a new committee and we are now 

are looking forward to a new programme of events and 

interesting speakers in the coming year.

December is a busy time for us as we attend Christmas 

parties and carol concerts, not only our own but those 

hosted by neighbouring WIs too.

Last December we had a new event that was so popular 

with the children of the village, the Christmas Lights 

with Santa’s Grotto, that we shall be holding it again 

this year on the 11th of December.  More details are in 

the advert in this issue of Village News.

Wishing everyone a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR .

If you would like more information, or to come to one of our 

meetings,  please ring Margaret Kaye on 01296 662975 who 

would love to talk to you.
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hob and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit, contact our 

playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  

Recipe for December by Sally Smith 

An alternative Christmas Cake 
 I for one am a lover of Christmas cake.  I love everything about it, from soaking the fruit to baking the cake, ‘feeding’ 
it lovingly and finally decorating it and displaying it as part of my Christmas display.  Obviously, we all then enjoy eat-
ing it as well.

However, I am aware that a fruit cake is not everybody’s cup of tea and with that in mind, I would like to suggest an 
alternative which is just as decadent and worthy of a place on the Christmas table.

Why not give it a try?                                 

Ingredients for the cake:
175g self-raising wholemeal flour
1 rounded teaspoon baking powder
175g very soft butter
175g light soft brown sugar
3 large eggs
1 rounded tablespoon cocoa powder

.

Ingredients for the fudge filling and topping:
125g light soft brown sugar
170g tin of evaporated milk
125g dark chocolate, broken into small pieces
50g soft butter
2 drops of vanilla extract

Equipment 2 x 18cm(7”) sponge tins at least 4cm deep, 
lightly greased and lined with baking parchment.

Method

• Preheat the oven to 170˚C (Gas Mark 3, 325˚F)
• Weigh out the flour and take out 1 rounded tablespoon of flour, replacing it with the cocoa pow-

der.
• Sieve the flour, baking powder and cocoa into a large bowl and add the remaining cake ingredi-

ents to it before beating together.   You should end up with a mixture that drops off the spoon 
when tapped against the side of the bowl.  If it is too stiff, add a little water to the mixture and mix 
again.

• Divide the mixture evenly between the two tins and bake for about 30-35minutes or until springy 
in the middle.  Allow cakes to cool on a wire rack, having removed the base papers.

• Make the fudge filling whilst the cakes are cooling by combining the sugar and evaporated milk 
and heating gently to dissolve the sugar, stirring frequently.  Once dissolved allow the mix to 
come to the boil and then simmer very gently for six minutes without stirring.

• Remove from the heat and whisk in the chocolate, followed by the butter and vanilla extract.
• Transfer the mix to a bowl and once cool, cover with cling film and chill for an hour to allow the 

mix to thicken.  Then beat again and use to fill and cover the cake completely. 

                                                  Solution on page 22

 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore

No 99 Moderate
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, 
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.  

Weekend appointments available. 
Easy walk in, non-slip shower 

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856.

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING
Bespoke dog training in your own home, 
particularly puppies from eight weeks to

 twelve weeks whilst they are going 
through the vaccination programme. So 
much can be taught during this period.

Your Instructor is Evelyn Chapman 
who is an Advance Member of the British

 Institute Of Professional Dog Trainers, is a member of 
the Association of Pet Dog Trainers and is a Master 

Trainer with the Guild of Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring.

An independent quality wine merchant

Christmas offers for Village News readers
 Crystal Champagne (very special) £142.00

Dom Perignon Champagne £113.99
Grey Goose vodka £33 Belvedere vodka £34

Trivento Reserva Malbeck £11.99
Valpolichella Classico £17.89

Oxford Landing Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz  
only £6.50.

Special prices in store on beers, lagers, rum and tequila.

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 -
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117. 

Bring this ad to get these prices. Offers end 31 January 2016.
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Letters... 

From Mike Bass (for Jill Fowler)

Tring and District Sparrow Club

The is really a message for David Mead. We have just seen 

David's page in the October Village News and he was asking 

who wrote the original piece about the Tring and District 

Sparrow Club. It was researched and written by Jill Fowler 

for the Tring Local History Soc. and was published in the 

Berkhamsted Gazette's Heritage page, in March I think, but 

didn't have her name on it. 

This is just to answer David's request, so he doesn't need to 

print an acknowledgement or anything. He was more then 

welcome to use it.

From Paul Dumpleton, Gubblecote,

Outdoor fitness equipment v Broadband 

The sum of £10,500 (quoted in Village mag Nov 2015) put 

aside from the Solar Park Community Fund for outdoor 

fitness equipment and a table tennis table in Long Marston 

recreation ground is a nonsense. How many people in the 

TRPC community area would even use it, let alone benefit 

from it, less than 1% I would suggest. Is this just smoke and 

mirrors hoping that the odd person will work up a sweat and 

shower so that the loan of £40,000 to sort out the football 

clubs changing rooms can be justified? 

£10,500 would go nearly all the way to providing 20mb 

broadband to the whole parish using a village network 

thereby benefitting every member of the TRPC population. 

As an alternative perhaps the parish council could arrange 

another loan for us all to benefit from acceptable broadband 

speeds rather than a loan which will only benefit a couple of 

dozen people.

From Oliver Partridge

Wireless fast internet

Having read the article on page 20 of the village news ref 

wireless fast internet. I would like to add that on two oc-

casions this year Kellys Network vans have been in the 

Long Marston laying a yellow cable. On both occasions, 

over Easter and 2 weeks ago, I stopped and talked to 

them asking if they were laying fibre and on both occa-

sions they replied yes. I was interested as I run a business 

from home, funnily enough an internet based business.

They stopped laying the cable over Easter just outside the 

old Post Office in the village, due to blockages in what-

ever conduit they were pushing the cable down. 2 weeks 

ago they had a drain cleaning lorry alongside their vans 

obviously unblocking the ducting so they can continue in 

feeding the cable.

I don't know why they have come into Long Marston 

from the Wingrave side of the village, although the Wing 

exchange is fibre enabled, the Cheddington exchange is 

closer which is also fibre enabled. Perhaps they had al-

ready laid cable to Betlow Farm where there are business 

premises? I know that a company in Cheddington Air-

field bought a leased line into their premises last year at 

about £20,000 cost.

BT Openreach are notoriously slow - it took me 6 months 

to get them to provide additional cabling into a business 

in  Wingrave for their telephony - we even did half the 

work for them in digging a 100 yard trench to the prop-

erty. 

Anyway hopefully this helps.

From Jeremy Johnson

Thanks for helping my mother

May I offer a brief word of thanks to the members of 

Wilstone Church who made my mother, Sheila Johnson, so 

welcome at their regular coffee mornings and for their 

charitable donation to one of the organisations that helps to 

deal with dementia. 

My mother spent most of her life working as a nurse and 

finally ended up living in Grange Road, Wilstone, a 

metropolis compared to where she was originally born on a 

farm in New Brunswick, Canada. She loved the community, 

had already spent many years visiting her grandchildren here, 

and felt settled in Grange Road. Unfortunately she had 

developed a form of dementia called Lewy Body Disease, 

with Parkinsons, and she died on September 24th at the age of 

78. She is now buried with my father in Stoke Lacey on the 

borders of Herefordshire and Worcestershire as this is where 

his own family came from. 

Whilst it is sad to die at such a young age (her mother made it 

into her mid-90s) and from a condition that is so debilitating 

both mentally and physically I am grateful for the fact that we 

live in such a nice place where we can still access the 

footpaths and make it up to the Church, or to the farm shop, 

for coffee and cake even when anno domini and other issues 

cause our horizons to contract suddenly. In addition to not 

having to travel far to enjoy the prospect of an attractive 

horizon, we are also blessed with a particularly friendly 

community.

Thanks again for helping my mother to enjoy all of this.
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Seaton’s Catering
Established 1990

We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings 

and other family events. 

Please call to order or discuss your menu.

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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The agricultural story line…   by David Mead

The monsoon season

WELL, thanks to everyone who came to the farm 
shop on Friday the Thirteenth!  The weather was 
kind and the car park was full. There was a pickle 
for every occasion, some beautifully carved 
meats, fruit and veg and lots more. The challenge 
of the hot chilli caught me out, but it's got to be 
done. I thought the gale on Saturday night might 
have lifted the marquee into orbit, but all was 
well.

We are gradually settling into a winter routine. 
Cattle are coming into the yards; the maize for 
silage was harvested; ground was prepared and 
drilled.  The ground was rolled the evening before 
the rains, now we have a green field to look at 
and the drill can be put away. Every year is differ-
ent. In India you can set your watch by the mon-
soon arriving. This year here we have had no 
frost, the grass is still growing, and the oil seed 
rape is all over green with not a pigeon in sight.  
But the forecast for this coming winter is very 
cold and the log sales are picking up. Sell logs 
and see the world! Alex is now in charge with a 
sat nav and Grandpa to help out.  I can now do 
what all farmers used to do: look over the fence 
and see what old Leache's wheat  looks like. 
One restaurant for log deliveries is round the M25 

to Chipping Ogden.  Now 
that's certainly not 
Puttenham.

We delivered some oil to the
other side of Quainton and I 
saw a sign: "Beware high speed train construc-
tion traffic", and there was a diesel engine cou-
pled up on the Aylesbury to Quainton line. We 
will see.

The ewes have their autumn fling.  They always 
have their 'who me?' look.  We shan't know until 
the beginning of March.  At this moment they are 
cleaning up some windfall apples and flowering 
dandelions. I thought we had had quite a lot of 
rain but the ditches are dry and only small puddle 
in the pond here. Friends Lawrie and Margaret -
who lived at No.1, The Green, years ago - came 
up from Kent for Guy Fawkes' night.  They love 
Wilstone and want to know what is going on, 
news of The Half Moon, the dry canal, new 
houses, yellow lines, etc.

Teresa and I wish happy thoughts to Phil Buchi 
(who is not well), and wish everyone a very 
Happy Christmas.
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Goldcrest - the incredible journey by John Taylor and Lynne Lambert

MANY of you will have seen a Goldcrest when you are out 

and about and even perhaps in your garden. The Goldcrest is 

the smallest European bird weighing as little as 5 grammes: 4 

to 5 birds to an imperial ounce. Despite their size they are 

able both to overwinter in severe cold and 18 hour darkness 

north of the Arctic Circle and to migrate the breadth of 

Europe to escape even worse winter conditions. It is one of 

the lightest birds anywhere on the planet to make regular sea 

crossings.

Within Britain they are a common breeding species where 

ever there are woodlands and suitable gardens. They feed on 

insects and their larvae especially flies and aphids. They live 

and breed all across northern Europe and when autumn 

comes large numbers of Goldcrests migrate to find any food 

available in the milder climates to the south and west.

For two of these tiny birds such a migration meant a journey 

that brought them to the reed bed at Marsworth reservoir on 

the 25th of October 2015. On the 14th of October one of them, 

a first year male, was at the coast of Norway, having possibly 

arrived from as far away as Russia. He was trapped at a bird 

ringing station and given a uniquely numbered ring and re-

leased. At some time afterwards he embarked on the perilous 

flight across the North Sea. 

Eleven days after ringing in Norway he was retrapped by 

members of the Tring ringing group at Marsworth, alongside 

him in the same mist net was another Goldcrest. This one, an 

adult male, was also ringed but by bird ringers at Flambor-

ough Head, just north of Bridlington, East Yorkshire on the 

15th of October 2014. So now, a year later, he would have 

been on his second migration from Europe. Had the young 

Norwegian bird travelled all the way across the sea and on to 

the south east of England with the older more experienced 

bird? It is 865 kilometres from the Norwegian ringing station 

at Klepp to Marsworth, with 600 or so kilometres over the 

waters of the North Sea, on just a few grammes of body fat 

to power wings only 50 millimetres long. Quite something to 

do once but to do three times is even more incredible. I think 

you would agree!

John Taylor and Lynne Lambert, Tring Ringing Group. War-

dens, HMWT Tring Reservoirs Nature Reserve

The Whitchurch Morris Men – Exhausted! by John King

HAVING had reasonable weather the previous 2 days the 

forecast was not good. Friday evening’s arrival dinner was 

finally ready for 9 p.m. and we all ate too much and true to 

the forecast the weather had turned. 48 men and musicians 

set out by bus and our first venue on Saturday was Wendover 

Waste which was dry and attracted a good crowd. 

 On to the Bell at Hardwick which offered shelter from the 

inimitable rain.  The White Swan at Whitchurch provided a 

warming chilli lunch with space to dance it off under the 

gazebo in the garden.  This led to a first in Aylesbury.  The 

2:30 venue was Friar’s Square by kind permission of the 

Centre Manager.  No sooner had we arrived at the Market 

Square entrance then we were dragged into Metro Bank and 

asked to perform.  Two sides formed up and danced The 

Rose Tree inside the Bank.  That was fun.

So, on to the first ever precession in Aylesbury; led by the 

musicians and the Squire of the Morris Ring, we formed 2 

columns danced the Winster Precessional up the ramp to the 

area outside New Look and Top Shop.  Apologies to the man 

selling whirlpool baths though he seemed to enjoy the diver-

sion.  It was nice to be in the warm and dry with an apprecia-

tive audience many of which joined in the dancing.

After a quick coffee stop, we danced outside BB’s cafe be-

fore returning to the bus and continue the Tour. Wingrave 

found us in the Rose and Crown where the Leicester Men 

danced inside and though a dad and daughter refused to join 

in, they were soon dancing.  The final stop was our home 

base of the Half Moon at Wilstone and the Feast in the vil-

lage hall.  My knees and legs ached after all of that.

Friar’s Square was a big success for us and we potentially 

have a new man out of it.  The Squire was most impressed 

too so thank you once again to the Centre Manager. If you 

want to join in with the fun our practice nights are on 

Tuesdays at 8:15pm in Wilstone village hall so, all you men 

and boys have to do is come along and join us.  You can con-

tact us through our website www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk. 

Just turn up and meet us!

Wassail

The incredible Goldcrest
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop

Over 25 years of joinery 
and carpentry experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING
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A Story of Longub Puttastone                                          by Martin Winship

Old Siegfried’s Christmas Tree 

OLD Siegfried would often boast that he had many friends. 

However, most of his “friends”, with the possible exception 

of Jake Sparhawk, usually thought of themselves as 

“victims”. It was not that Siegfried was exactly a bad sort of 

fellow, nor was he cruel or particularly avaricious, but he 

was certainly very self-willed and, unfortunately for his so-

called “friends”, inclined to be manipulative and ruthless.

Now, one of his longest standing (in both a literal and figura-

tive sense) victims, or rather friends, owned a Christmas tree 

farm not far from Longub Puttastone. It so happened that 

Siegfried knew something about his friend, something regret-

table and somewhat unsavoury, which Siegfried very oblig-

ingly never revealed to a soul. In consideration of this helpful 

silence, the “friend” felt strongly impelled to give Siegfried a 

Christmas tree every December; and a large, prize specimen 

at that. In Old Siegfried’s defence, it must be pointed out that 

he always promptly donated this tree to the village school. I 

told you he wasn’t a bad sort of chap – and he always had a 

soft spot for the children.

One year, towards the end of November, Old Siegfried made 

his annual pilgrimage to the Christmas tree farm, only to 

discover that it was shut up, and had an abandoned air about 

it. His enquiries produced only the response that his “friend” 

had retired, and gone away. No one knew where. And that 

was that.

As was his habit in a time of crisis, Siegfried took refuge on 

his allotment. Although the crater from the mysterious recent 

explosion was more or less filled in, and a “new” shed (built, 

of course, out of regulation old doors, planks and pallets) 

now stood on the site of the old, there was little Siegfried 

could do to his patch. So he decided that a good brisk bit of 

hacking and clearing would help him settle his mind, and 

work out what to do. He set to work with his old billhook on 

a growth of brambles and straggling elder in an unused cor-

ner of the allotments. After a while he stood up, to ease his 

stiff back. Over the tops of the overgrown bushes and bram-

bles, he caught a glimpse of the top of a fir tree. Surprised, 

he pushed his way round the tangled growth, and came upon 

an unexpected clearing of rough turf. An elegant tree, almost 

perfectly conical in shape, grew at its centre.

“Sleeping weasels!” muttered Siegfried in astonishment. “A 

Picea abies”. It was indeed a Christmas tree. He fetched his 

best allotment fork from the shed, and tried to lever the tree 

up by the roots. To his great delight the tree came up easily, 

as though it was eager to be up-rooted. And the root ball it-

self was round and well formed. Siegfried quickly brought 

his wheel barrow round, and popped the tree in it, covering 

the roots with a wet sack. Next day, Siegfried arrived at the 

village school bright and early. The Head teacher was 

thrilled with the tree, and showed Siegfried where she would 

like him to plant it.

“It will likely wilt after Christmas” he cautioned. “You’ve 

got the wrong sub-soil here, you know”. Nevertheless, he 

dug the hole, and dropped in the root ball, and firmed the soil 

back in with his welly. And the tree did not wilt after that 

Christmas, nor after any of many, many Christmases that 

followed. It flourished, and was loved by generations of 

school children, who excitedly decorated it every December. 

But few, if any, in subsequent years, had any idea why they 

called their tree “Old Siggy”.

        What lies ahead

Snow Angels!

Here’s hoping for a white Christmas that all the 

children can enjoy as much as Freia  (pictured).

Cold and fresh not wet, windy and damp

No 99 solution 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

ST.MARY’S CHURCH

Christmas Decorating  will take place on Saturday, 12th December from 10 a.m. 

 Any contribution of seasonal greenery is always very much appreciated.  In true 

Christmas tradition, everyone helping will the decorating is invited to join in with the

“seasonal elevensies” !! The Christmas decorating is always a very happy and jolly 

morning – you will be made most welcome.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------***   
Puttenham News   

At last, the final result for the October Jumble Sale.  With the last monies received in, we have exceeded
our expected £900 and have again tipped the four figures – result £1050. 25p. for the Friends of 
Puttenham Church.  Thank you all, so very much.

--------
The Puttenham Trust’s October Supper raised just short of £400 after all expenses.  Two charities were
drawn, “The Teenage Cancer Trust” nominated by Cynthia Denyer and “Alzheimer’s Society” nominated 
by Shirley Pinnock.  Both charities will receive £200.  
The Guess the Weight of the Marrow was won by Jill Atkin, who received a bottle of wine and the marrow.

Thank You …. To everyone who has cleaned St.Mary’s during the year and decorated  

it with flowers:  Ernestine, Margaret & Alli, Liz & Pat J, Susan & Beckie, Christine & Pat M. 

 

May we wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a very  
happy New Year 

St. Mary’s – Sunday, 20th December – 3.30 p.m.
SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS

The most popular service of  the year!  Sing all your favourite carols and 
listen to the traditional nine lessons.  Mince pies, sausage rolls and 
hot Puttenham Punch will be served immediately after the service.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH

MIDNIGHT MASS – The First Communion of Christmas
THURSDAY, 24th DECEMBER – 11.30 P.M.

The true Christmas Service with Carols.

It was a very enjoyable evening, and “Thank You” to everyone who attended.

St. Mary’s receives visitors, often from America - where the de Puttenham family emigrated many centuries 
ago. Your work does not go unappreciated by them during their visit to find their roots, and also by everyone
attending the services.
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

Reader offer: quality wines
Turn to page 16 to see this month's sea-
sonal reader offers from Village Wines.
Something really special for Christmas 

and New Year.

Village Wines of Miswell Lane, Tring,  would like to 
offer Seasonal Greetings to all readers, and to thank 

them for their custom in the past year. 
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

T&S TREECARE
TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.

HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,

TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.

MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

We also have LOGS FOR SALE
01296 662167
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717

martinjkeable@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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Tring parish men’s society                              by Leslie Barker

Getting to know you

ELEVEN men met at the Half Moon last month to continue 

our theme Getting to Know You. At previous meetings we 

had shared our experiences of childhood and further educa-

tion/national service. This evening we spoke about our early 

careers. Here are some of the highlights.

We welcomed Graham White, our new curate and school 

chaplain, to the meeting. As last time Phil began and brought 

along some photographs of his engineering projects. He be-

gan his career at Colchester Town Hall. In 1953 he moved to 

Wimpeys in Southall, where he did a “formative” HNC at 

night school. Phil moved on to the Ministry of Works  where 

he repaired a footbridge in St. James Park constructed using 

the then new material of post-tensioned concrete.

David the “stay-at-home boy” who went to his local univer-

sity got a job with the Docks and Harbour Board in Liver-

pool. However he later went to Fiji to design a new wharf, 

returning via the Panama Canal, thus completing a round the 

world trip. Back in the UK David volunteered to work with 

the Oxford Kilburn Mission, where he lived in the club.  He 

also had a full time day job, and met his future wife.

Ted joined the Navy  when he was 17 years old and after the 

initial "sailor" training transferred to the Fleet Air Arm and 

went on a course to become an aircraft electrical engineer. 

After completing his training he was posted to various Royal 

Naval Air Stations throughout the UK, before being posted 

to an Aircraft Carrier HM Vengeance stationed in Ceylon. 

With other crew Ted would watch aircraft  taking off. If they 

did not have sufficient air speed the plane would disappear 

over the bows and a great cheer would go up when sufficient 

speed was gained and the plane reappeared. When the sortie 

was over and the six aircraft would approach the drop the 

landing hook and try to catch the arrester wires which were 

stretched across the flight deck. After landing they would 

taxi forward to take the deck lift down to the hanger deck as 

other aircraft were following closely behind. 

We then welcomed another member of the clergy, Ian Ogil-

vie. Many will not be familiar with his story. Ian was born in 

1937 in Newcastle upon Tyne. During the Second World 

War Polish and Czech pilots were billeted in his home, and 

many of them were killed. Ian wanted to be a lawyer and 

read classics at Cambridge, but after hearing Mervyn Stock-

wood, then vicar of the University Church (and later Bishop 

of Southwark) he felt called to the priesthood, and went to 

work for him. 

 He joined what had been Wilberforce’s church on Clapham 

Common, and ran a multi-ethnic club, which was radical for 

the sixties. The ethnic groups were to take turns running the 

meetings, but this did not work out. Ian also ran an open 

youth group for 14-26 year olds, most of whom were Rock-

ers, where he disarmed a youth holding a knife with the 

words “Just put that knife down at once.” Fortunately Ian 

was 6ft 3ins and wearing his dog collar!

Ian later returned to Cambridge as curate at the University 

Church. When John Robinson of Honest to God fame 

preached, not only was the church packed but the queue out-

side was a half mile long.

After working for Marconi Clive went to Advance Compo-

nents, designing ‘ruggedised’ equipment for the MOD –

putting commercial units into a strong box with switches 

usable by squaddies wearing gloves. After Advance  Clive 

joined English Numbering Machines where he designed

electomechanical counters for displays and printers.

As previously John chaired the meeting and arranged our 

next one. We finished with Night Prayer.

All men, of all ages, are welcome, whether members of the 

Men’s Society or not. For those who want to eat, the Half 

Moon serves a variety of delicious dishes with ample 

servings.

Thank you volunteer reporters! by Phil Buchi

THANK you to the three readers who re-
sponded to our appeals to join a panel of 
Village News reporters at the parish council 
meetings. Karen Bunce, Colin Davenport and 
Martin Winship all kindly volunteered, and 
they have begun work already. They will take 
it in turns to attend the meetings of Tring Ru-
ral Parish Council and provide readers with 
the monthly report.                                      

The editors think that independent reporting 
of the parish council proceedings is an impor-
tant part of local democracy and we hope it is 
a useful  service to readers. 

We are grateful to all three volunteers who 
have enabled this column to continue. 
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Make the most of your kerbside recycling                        by Gemma Payne

DID you know that more than half of all recyclable materials 

taken to Hertfordshire’s Household Waste and Recycling 

Centres (more commonly known as tips) could have been 

recycled kerbside?

“Wherever possible, try to make regular use of your kerbside 

recycling rather than going to the HWRC” says Councillor 

Richard Thake, Cabinet Member for Waste Management, 

“Not only can this help save your own time and money, but 

this also helps cut down on queuing times at the centres, 

making our service more efficient and cost effective”.

In an event on Friday 16 October, a bathtub was filled with 

kerbside recyclable items commonly taken to the HWRC, 

illustrating how many unnecessary trips are made every day. 

WasteAware mascot Polly the Plastic Bottle took a look at 

the many recyclable materials taken to HWRCs which could 

have been recycled at the kerbside, including plastics, glass, 

cardboard, paper, green garden waste, and more. Are you one 

of the many Hertfordshire residents who visit the HWRC out 

of convenience, or because you don’t want items hanging 

around the house?

There are so many alternative ways you can recycle goods, 

such as charities and free recycling services, and bottle and 

recycling banks at supermarkets and leisure centres.

Cllr Richard Thake added: “I’d like to thank residents for 

maximising the use of their kerbside recycling, wherever 

possible; it’s our 

responsibility to try 

and reduce our 

impact on the 

environment by 

making the most of 

our resources”.

Your local district or 

borough council is 

responsible for 

collecting waste and 

recycling from 

outside your house, 

and what can and 

can’t be recycled 

kerbside varies from 

district to district. 

Check your district 

council website for 

more information: 

www.hertsdirect.org/services/envplan/waste/wasteaware/

yrservices/wastecollect/

Article prepared by Gemma Payne, Communications and 

Campaign Officer, Hertfordshire County Council

Richard Thake in a bathtub of recyclables
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 

PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787

Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961

Churchwarden

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894

St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207

Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Emma Lynch 07870 729950

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Tara Thirkettle                         07796 965 171

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training

Claudine Cox                               01296 668752

Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444

Village News

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush                                     01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 

WI

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

07743 896800

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next edition is: 

Wednesday 20 January 2016. 

Your editor will be  Colin Moore

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

IT was news to me that Sky have a Christmas movies chan-

nel, and they are not the only ones who do.  From the end of 

November onwards you can spend your time watching “A 

Dog Walker’s Christmas” and other such interestingly titled 

B movies (as they used to be called) or working out what A 

Night at the Museum has to do with Christmas, or whether 

this might just be another marketing ploy.  

Many of us will have our favourite films for this time of the 

year, and love them because they are familiar and part of our 

routines and rituals.  They hold happy associations for us, 

and good memories, and they reassure us.  Often they are 

films that can be watched with the whole family, or maybe 

we are just more relaxed about what we watch at Christmas.

So why are films set at Christmas and what extra does it 

bring to the film?  Sometimes it is just a bit of extra glitter 

and decoration, sometimes it is to provide a contrast such as 

with Die Hard and the violence of the terrorists, or with 

Home Alone and the idea of a child alone at this time of 

year, along with the nastiness of the baddies.  Sometimes, 

like Love Actually, it is not clear why.  But the theme that so 

many of these films have in common is that of redemption, 

of people being given a chance to change their lives.

The past plays a big part, often with characters going back to 

their childhoods, or people meeting up after many years, with 

often a stranger or messenger playing a part in bringing 

about revelations.   Truth is also an important element in the 

stories, with people having to face up to what they have done 

and how it has affected other people, often for the worse, and 

so then realising what they need to do to change things.  And 

of course love is a huge part of these stories, whether it is 

about making those who are alone feeling loved, or reuniting 

families or lovers.

And truth and love are at the centre of Christmas, the truth 

that shows us who we are, and who we could be, the love 

that brought us into being, and gives us redemption and 

hope.  So maybe watching some of these films gives us a 

chance to see that, to give thanks for the great joy that is for 

all of us at Christmas.

Let me finish with a quote from “The Bishop’s Wife”, which 

was released in 1947 and starred Cary Grant, Loretta Young 

and David Niven. “Tonight I want to tell you the story of an 

empty stocking.  Once upon a midnight clear, there was a 

child's cry.  A blazing star hung over a stable and wise men 

came with birthday gifts.  We haven't forgotten that night 

down the centuries; we celebrate it with stars on Christmas 

trees, the sound of bells and with gifts.  But especially with 

gifts. You give me a book; I give you a tie.  Aunt Martha has 

always wanted an orange squeezer and Uncle Henry could do 

with a new pipe.  We forget nobody, adult or child.  All the 

stockings are filled... all that is, except one.  And we have 

even forgotten to hang it up.  The stocking for the child born 

in a manger.  It's his birthday we are celebrating.  Don't ever 

let us forget that.  Let us ask ourselves what he would wish 

for most... and then let each put in his share.  Loving kind-

ness, warm hearts and the stretched out hand of tolerance.  

All the shining gifts that make peace on earth.”

Where do you go for coffee?

ONE of the big changes in recent years has been the prolifera-

tion of places to have fancy coffee, but do you know about 

some of the best places to have a hot drink and meet some great 

people?

Tring Church is open every Friday morning for tea and coffee 

and the sale of Fair Trade goods, and is also open on Saturday 

morning as well.  So if you are waiting for a bus or to meet 

someone then call in – it’s a chance to have a chat, read the 

paper, or just have some peace and quiet in lovely surround-

ings.  And we guarantee it will be cheaper than Costa or Star-

bucks! But that is not all ..

St John’s, Aldbury is open for coffee in the Chapter House 

every Tuesday morning from 10am – all ages welcome -  and 

St Cross, Wilstone have a coffee morning also on Tuesday 

mornings, with a Communion service on the fourth Tuesday of 

every month. And just in case you can’t make those, All 

Saints’, Long Marston is open once a month for tea and cof-

fee – 2pm on the fourth Tuesday – with the next dates being 

22nd December, and 26th January.

All of the village churches in our teams have lovely walks 

around, so we look forward to seeing you.

Talks 

13 December 2015 - 12.15pm in Tring Parish Hall with a 

soup lunch. 'Making moral decisions: does Christianity 

make a difference? led by Professor John Lippitt

Please contact Didier (01296 660961 or-

didier@tringteamparish.org.uk) if you have any queries or 

should like to join us. It would be good to know if you are 

coming for catering purposes. There’s no charge.

John Lippitt is Professor of Ethics and Philosophy of Relig-

ion at Hertfordshire and Honorary Professor in the Euro-

pean Philosophy and History of Ideas research group at 

Deakin University, Melbourne. His interests include Kierke-

gaard, virtues and vices, and, among others, the relationship 

between philosophy and religion, the philosophy of love and 

friendship.  He has led the development of a new minor 

course in Religious Studies which has been introduced into 

Hertforshire University’s Humanities Programme. John also 

serves as an external consultant to Hertfordshire Constabu-

lary’s Ethics, Equality and Integrity Board and Ethics Com-

mittee, advising on the Police Code of Ethics.

Watch out for January date – Paul Hodgetts from Tring 

School, who will bring us up to date on religious education 

in schools today
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Club Paradiso                                                    by Toby Davidson

A very good evening to one and all
Who’ve come out this evening to the Victory Hall.
I hope I’m not going to take the blame
As it’s “Club Paradiso” time again.
So to prove what daft plans I hatch,
I’m writing this drivel completely from scratch

We started tonight a little later
As Chris gives me this piece of paper.
He first brings on a band called Infinity,
Three young lads who form a great trinity.
Their set soon ends as if by magic,
Two songs from Freddie, Noah and Patrick

The next act seems quite tragic
As there’s only one Yellow Blanket.
With no regular singer, Jack has a go.
Some audience participation helps the flow.
But was it right to use as a basis
An old hit from Enrique Yglesias!

Is there now a turn from the man in black?
No, it’s David’s impression of Johnny Cash.
His songs are all about jail and crime
Then he’s joined by Charlie for the very first time.
Next Emma and Harvey are there for a reason.
They’re accompanying Gill with her poem for all sea-
sons.

It’s interval time so off to the bar
But what strange fellows do I see from afar?
Some wacky attire and musical notes
From the aptly-named group, Scapegoats.
But the one thing that has us all foxed
Is a mystery act called “Man in a box”.

We’re happy to have Dave, a consummate pro
Who starts putting on a magnificent show,
But you wonder if he’d been quite so keen
If Emma had joined him on the tambourine!
Instead there’s Johnny, who’s strumming his guitar
Whilst Oliver’s light show has us all entranced.

More moving the props from Spud and Eebs.
It’s sing-a-long time that’s bound to please.
Changing keyboards as Dave packs away
Then roll out the upright but don’t take all day!
There’s songs from all artists all ready to choose
But whilst we’re waiting, there’s time for more booze.

Alistair is playing and words appear
The girls join in – delightful I hear.
It’s finally time for this repartee
From the star of the show – oh no, it’s me!
A few more songs and then we may
All happily tread home after a wonderful day.

The bar ready for action

The famous “Man in a Box.”

Dave Severs 



Village News

Page 32 December 2015

Visit of the Mayor (continued)

THE tour then moved on to Long Marston where the 

Mayor put on his robes for assembly at Long Marston 

School. Mrs South the Headteacher, introduced the Mayor 

to the children and a group of children from Class 5, the 

‘Ultimate Planners’ then told the Mayor about their school. 

Following this the Mayor talked about his role and took 

questions from the children. He was asked how long he 

would be a Mayor, whether girls could become the Mayor 

as well and what his chain was made of. The Mayor then 

had his photo taken with the ultimate planners and the 

School Council. The Mayor and his wife both commented 

on how well behaved the children had been during the 

assembly and the charity work done by the school after 

talking to the Headteacher about the Love in a Box dona-

tions the children had made.

 The Mayor then visited pre-school and was treated to a 

song about himself that the children had been practising. 

The Mayor talked to the children, asking them all their 

names and the things they had been playing with that 

morning. 

The final stop for the Mayor was the Community Asset 

Building on Long Marston recreation ground where he 

was treated to a cup of tea and some WI shortbread which 

he thought was so delicious that he was given a parcel to 

take home. The Mayor and his wife met and chatted to 

residents and representatives from the WI, Long Marston 

Football Club, the Horticultural society and All Saints’ 

Church. 

Following the visit, the Mayor expressed his thanks to the 

Parish Council for organising the morning and all the resi-

dents for welcoming him and his wife.  After the visit, 

Councillor Wheeler-Cornell commented on what a suc-

cessful morning it had been and how appreciative the Parish 

Council were that the Mayor had taken the time to come and 

meet with and talk to residents. 
(All pictures by Lucy Bancroft)

The Mayor addresses Long Marston School Assembly

With the well behaved children at pre school

The Queen’s Head Pub - drinking ourselves solvent!   by Elizabeth Ayling   

ON Sunday 15th November we said a sad goodbye to Andy 

Buttars who had been Landlord at the Queen’s Head for 

about 18 months. 

Fullers don’t currently have a waiting list of potential tenants 

looking for pubs. So, faced with the realistic prospect of the 

pub being closed over Christmas, Long Marston’s Tim 

Ayling has set about securing the pub “for the village, by the 

village”.  Approximately 30 villagers have invested either 

£100 or £200 to cover the existing stock and a security 

deposit required by Fullers. The Collective will, in turn, be 

expected to turn their hand to various different tasks         

associated with running a pub. There will be training 

sessions for those who haven't worked behind a bar before, 

and plenty of opportunity for all to be involved. The 

objective is to break even with (any) profits being donated to 

local groups and facilities.

If you want to volunteer in any capacity, get in touch -

queensheadlongmarston@gmail.com 

At the time of going to press he is hoping to re-open on 

Saturday 21st November and there’s a Curry Night planned 

for 12th December (tickets available from the pub).


