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Remembered

SERVICES of Remembrance were held at both the
Long Marston and Wilstone War Memorials on Sun-
day 10th November. At Long Marston Rev'd Jane
Banister led a procession of local Scouts, Cubs, Bea-
vers and Brownies from All Saints to the memorial
just before 11am where villagers joined the act of
remembrance and two minutes silence. Cllr. Mike
Tomlinson, chairman of the parish council, laid a
wreath at the memorial and a second wreath at the
new memorial to our American airmen. Scouts and
Brownies also laid tributes to the fallen; the Brownies
had made a display of poppies themselves. At Wil-
stone villagers gathered for a service led by Rev'd
Valerie Rockall. The wreath of poppies was laid by
Ben Reeves, a veteran of the campaigns in North Af-
rica, Greece and Italy - who in 2011 was awarded the
Greek War Medal. (Pictures: Village News.)

Pictures, clockwise from top:

Procession from All Saints to the War Memorial.
Cllr. Mike Tomlinson and Rev'd Jane Banister.
Memorial to US airmen of 36 Bomb Squadron.
Brownies and Scouts gather at Long Marston.

Pink elephant?

Who is this pretty little
girl with the pink ele-
phant? She is regularly
referred to in articles
in this magazine.

To find out turn to
page 17.

10 years

WELCOME to Issue 100 of Village News,
completing ten years as an independent, free-to-
every-home village magazine. Thank you for
your support over this decade. See page 32 for
some of our favourite covers.
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stone Film Nighis

Friday Dec 13th

Intoucabls

A very funny French comedy drama which has become the
secand biggest box office hit in France. An irreverent uplifting
story about unlikely friendships trust and human responsibil-

ity. Don't let the sub-titles put you off. This is a brilliant film
which you really shouldn't miss.

Tickets £6
Friday December 13th.
Film starts at 8pm. Licenced bar cpen 7.15.
Tickets available now at
Wilstone Community Store _
and Meads Farm Shop. ar

Village News Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Adbvertising Manager
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Editorial Team
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Finance Manager & Treasurer
Toby Davidson 07970 636168

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

Welcome to the 100th edition of Village News in its
present format. It is hard to believe that it was started 10
years ago by Paul Lovis. It must run in the family as VNX
is now produced by his son Ben. (But not this month) We
must thank Paul for upgrading the old parish magazine to
its current format which is now distributed free to all
households in the Parish. See the back page for some items
from previous editions.

A new feature in this edition is a Christmas greetings page
where locals have included their Seasonal messages.

Have a great Christmas and a joyous New Year from all at
Village News.
Colin Davenport

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Deadline for items for our next issue is
Thursday 23rd January 2014.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Village News

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

1 December
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
3.30pm St Cross. Christingle

2 December
2.00pm

8 December

(Monday)
All Saints Toddler Worship

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm All Saints Nine Lessons and Carols

15 December

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

16 December  (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

22 December

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and Sunday
Club Nativity

3.30pm St Mary’s Carol service and mince pies

24 December  Christmas Eve

4.00pm All Saints Crib Service

7.00pm St Cross Christmas Eve Carol Service

11.30pm Midnight Mass

25 December  Christmas Day

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

29 December

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

5 January 2014

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6 January (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

12 January

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

19 January

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

20 January (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

26 January

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
and Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong
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What's on...

Wilstone Village Hall Committee

Maggies” [

W
CABARET Q\\N

Saturday 1st February 2014.

Diary dates...

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 4 December, Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 8 January, Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 5 February, Puttenham Cecilia Hall.

Postponed

We are very sorry to announce that the Cabaret

Club has been postponed for operational reasons.

Thank you to loyal clients who purchased tickets
early. All money will be refunded.

dh Long Marston School
Christmas Fair
‘"I{".i (7 ' ]_."‘%"

A
Saturday 7" December
2 —4 pm

Hurudriade mills

e Tt Wattlc & rmmhrda

Aanta’s Criormmn Leative Llanpers

Fiw o' mix weglas Yard”

Class 5 Cames el andd D™

Rifrealments

Thursday 5th December

Christmas Open Evening - Community Shop, Wilstone
6.00pm - 9.00pm

Saturday 7th December

Christmas Fair, LM School, 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Friday 13 December
Wilstone Film Nights INTOUCHABLES 7.15 for 8pm

Tuesday 17 December
Carols round the tree on LM village green 7pm.

Friday 27 December

Friends of Tring Reservoir walk - meet Wilstone Reservoir
car park 11.00am

Friday January 17th

Wilstone Film Nights I GIVEIT A YEAR 7.15 for 8pm
Tuesday 28th January

All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm

Saturday 1st February 2014

Maggie’s Cabaret Club, Wilstone VH, POSTPONED.
Sunday 2 February

Candlemas procession to St Cross

20,21,22 February

Long Marston Pantomime “Sleeping Beauty”
Tuesday 25 February

All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm

Friday 7 March

Cecilia tea rooms 3-5pm

“The story of Wilstone” by John Painter. WVH Time TBA
Tuesday 25 March

All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm

Saturday 29 March

Jumble sale Puttenham 2pm

Tuesday 22 April

All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm

Thursday 1 May

May Day Madrigals +Breakfast. 6am onwards .Puttenham
Saturday 10 May

Jazzz lunch with The Jolly Jazzers

Friday 6 June

Cecilia tea rooms 3-5pm

Saturday 30 August

Jumble sale 2pm

Friday 12 September

Cecelia tea rooms 3-5pm

Saturday 11 October

October supper with Neil Gurney 7 for 7.30pm
Saturday November TBA

Cecilia concert (final date to be arranged)

Village News
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... don't miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings.

A traditional Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols

with the Icknield Sixteen
conducted by Colin Stevens

Sunday 8th December 2013 6.30pm
All Saints’ Church, Long Marston

The Icknield Sixteen is a chamber choir formed out of
Tring Choral Society. We have been giving concerts
locally in aid of church-related charities for over 30
years, but have not sung at Long Marston church be-
fore. We promise a wonderfully varied selection of
Christmas choral items and plenty of opportunity for

congregational participation in many of the best-loved

Christmas carols.

For more information
or if you would like to read one of the lessons, please
contact
Rev Jane Banister 01442 822170.

(Collection for church funds, and please note there is no parking at the church)

SERVICE AT ST. CROSS
WILSTONE

SUNDAY 15T DECEMBER

AT 3.30PM

GET MESSY MAKING A CHRISTINGLE,

ENJOY TEA AND CAKES
AND LIGHT A CANDLE FOR THE
CHILDRENS SOCIETY.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

i

£

(>

el L

ST. CROSS WILSTONE
CAROL SERVICE

CHRISTMAS EVE

7.00PM
SERVICE OF READINGS AND
CAROLS
FOLLOWED BY SEASONAL
REFRESHMENTS

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
WELCOMING YOU

Whitchurch Morris Men
have started
their winter practices in
Wilstone Village Hall

We best from 8.1%5p - 10p.m,
mey Tusseny meehing,
anon red resh pueselves

afterwards ir. The Half #haanl

‘Whiy nat come and give it a try? .ﬂﬂ

Want ta knew more Bz forehond 2
Contact our agmon on Qi 796 £41387

We're lecking tar

FEM! "ECRNTE to keep
aur enicvable troditisn
flaurishirg. =~

or b ernon | ol -Fa@whilchurssmer ris.org.uk I..

Friends of Tring Reservoirs

Friends of Tring Reservoirs are leading a walk on December
27th. Meet at Wilstone reservoir car park at 11 am and walk
to the hide where there will be mince pies and mulled wine.
We will spot birds and enjoy blowing away a few Christmas
cobwebs! Email musicalanna @annalehair.co.uk for more
details or just turn up!

Village News
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LONG MARSTON AND PUTTENHAM _ “;
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY )

Carols&Round

COME ALONG AND JOIN US AT THE MEMORIAL
SINGING CAROLS AROUND THE TREE.

Tuesday 17™" December
At /pm

THERE WILL BE FREE MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES AND
WE ALREADY KNOW THAT WE HAVE A SPECIAL VISIT FROM

FATHER CHRISTMAS.

I HELP ﬂ-‘“ THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A

HEROES VOLUNTARY DONATION TO HELP FOR HEROES.
p T . [

Village News
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Allotment news

WELL, where did those two years go to? The less
said about the first the better, wet and windy. This
summer however has been fantastic.

We have had some great crops this year. The beans
(French and Runner) were stand out crops, it
seemed for every one we picked three more flow-
ers would appear. The Potatoes came good as well,
but we did suffer from a bit of scab, more watering
next year. Not one strawberry left our allotment
this year even though we have a 6’ by 4’ bed full
of them. The kids and their friends polished them
off before I, the birds or slugs could get a look in.
The sweet corn we grow gave us a great moment
this year. The corn cobs were in the pan within 10
minutes of picking. When presented to our young-
est, he looked a bit daunted but a quick look over
at his older siblings, busy devouring theirs, gave
him the reassurance he needed. He took a bit and
looked up at his mum: “Tastes like sweeties
Mummy”.The wife has had a baby bump all year
so hasn’t been able to help with the heavier side of
this but she has kept herself very busy, most im-
portantly replenishing our stock of beetroot chut-
ney. The baby’s here now, so I haven’t had much
time up there but I have got a fair bit dug over al-
ready and I have found this a lot easier to turn over
than last year. So for all the new allotment holders
it does get easier. Allotment 15

by Steven Iley

Free-Range Bronze Turkeys

& Cockerels
for Christmas

01296 662462

www.potashfarmfoods.co.uk
Email:info@potashfarmfoods.co.uk

Traditional farm Produce Direct [rom
VYOUR Local Farm in Gubblecote.

December 2013

Sing-Wilstone

“Sing-Wilstone” goes from

strength to strength
by Jo Woodbridge

THE group is into its second month and already
attempting the challenge harmonies! Choir Mis-
tress Judith Sheridan is gradually moulding the vo-
cal chords, particularly those of the significantly
outnumbered men. Word on the grapevine is that
two Gigs are already pencilled in, who would have
believed it — two months in and already ‘going on
tour’. More members always welcome, we meet
Tuesday evenings 7.45 — 8.45pm in Wilstone
Church, cost is £3.50 per session — payable termly,
for further details call Jo on 01442-891444 or e-
mail: jomark @waitrose.com

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

No job too small.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

Village News
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The P UTTen ham PClge compiled by Christine Rutter

Christmas at...
St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham

Church Decorating — saturday, 14™ December. Erecting the Christmas Tree and
decorating the church with holly and seasonable greenery from 10 a.m. Offers of greenery and
help, as always, very much appreciated. Do join us.

Carol Service — sunday, 22" December, 3.30 p.m. Our traditional service of Nine
Lessons & Carols, followed by Hot Puttenham Punch, Mince Pies & Sausage Rolls.

Midnight Mass — Tuesday, 24" December. 11.30 p.m. The first communion of Christ-
mas, with Christmas carols.

Tﬁan@you....to everyone who has donated and arranged flowers and kept the church
clean and sparkling throughout the year:
Ernestine & Oliver, Eunice & Helen, Liz & Pat J, Pat & Steve, Margaret & Sheila, Ali &

Christine. Your efforts are always very much appreciated. If there is anyone else who would
like to join our team, please contact Christine (01296 668337) You will be most welcome.

A Very Happy Christmas and Year 2014 to You All

Our Puttenham Social Programme for 2014
Please note the dates in your diary:

Friday, 7" March Cecilia Tea Rooms 3 -5 p.m.

Saturday, 29" March Jumble Sale 2 p.m.

Thursday, 1% May May-Day Madrigals + Breakfast 6 a.m. onwards
Saturday, 10" May Jazz Lunch with The Jolly Jazzers

Friday, 6" June Cecilia Tea Rooms 3 -5 p.m.

Saturday,  30™ August Jumble Sale 2 p.m.

Friday, 12" September Cecilia Tea Rooms 3 — 5p.m.

Saturday, 11" October October Supper with Neil Gurney 7 for 7.30 p.m.
Saturday November Cecilia Concert (final date to be confirmed)

Luxury Beauty Salon in Wilstone

www.Th@ChapE:lROOIl].cu.uk

or call on 01442 390933

Village News
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Friendly village pub
Open all day

Food served 12-3 & 6-9
Except Monday evenings

The ]—lal]‘ [T\oor)

(OFF the B489
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales o Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area e Large gardeneOpen Fire ® Heated
Patio eCar ParkeDog Friendly eMobile Top up

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone @hotmail.co.uk

December 2013

The

Blindman

Curainatnd Bl Speecialse

Curtains . Pales  Tie Bacles . Cushions
Faller, Pleated wieodslat, Wowen | Wertical Ovonetian

Huge choaice of fabric
or supply your own

Fres Triondle adeizs and pocation bthe cennba ©al soir aeen hamc

01442 522 055 & 07767 7B2 955

wiwrw theblindma n.uk.com

PAINTING & DECORATING
SUPERIOR STANDARD

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED
LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

MARTIN T KEABLE

Call 1286 860354 or 07855 124717
martinj.keaklei@virgin.net

: [FARM Q-ﬁ"hslcE‘i@ SHOP
—  Sons ————

All You Want For

Christmas

-Christmas Trees-
-Holly Wreaths-
-Gifts-

-Fruit & Vegetables-
-Hampers-
-Gift Boxed Oils-
-Dry Logs-

And Much Much More!
01442 828478

www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

Village News

Problem with your wihdows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but
can't?

- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 + arrange an appointment today!

cleaning service.

indow .
Try ourwin details.

Call 07875 534780 for more
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting

Two new Councillors take
their seats

TWO new councillors signed their official declarations
and took their seats for the first time at the November
meeting of Tring Rural Parish Council where they were
welcomed by the chairman, Clir. Mike Tomlinson.

Cllr. Rob Briant and Cllr. Chris Mann were elected to fill
the two vacancies at the election held on 24th October.
This was the first time in 25 years that an election for
the parish council had been called, and five candidates
stood for the two vacancies. In his election address Cllr.
Briant - from Wilstone - said that he was only concerned
with matters that affect our local villages, and particu-
larly with local issues such as pot holes, street lighting,
footpaths and speeding cars. Cllr. Mann - a resident of
Long Marston - in his election address pointed to the
changing make-up of the community, with an increase
in the number of families with young children. He was
concerned about facilities for young teenagers and mak-
ing provision for them. This meeting was the first this
year with a full complement of councillors. The first va-
cancy was caused by the resignation of Abby Fermont in
November 2012 over the affordable housing vote, and
the second by Jill Finlan standing down in August this
year. In other parts of the country parish councils are
struggling to fill vacancies in these unpaid public offices,
so it is good to see that there is a healthy level of inter-
est in the work of the parish council in these villages.
Incidentally there was a full complement of Borough
Councillors at this meeting too. Our two representatives
at Dacorum, Clir. Olive Conway and Clir. Chris Townsend
both attended. Earlier this year the parish council
changed the dates of its monthly meeting so as not to
clash with the main meeting of Dacorum Borough Coun-
cil. So now borough councillors have the option of com-
ing to the parish council too. And they came. So they
deserve a mention, | think.

Parish Walks in Village News

The November edition of Village News carried a special
colour supplement paid for by the parish council to dis-
tribute their new "Parish Walks" leaflet to every home
in the parish. The supplement also told the story of the
council's eight-year programme to improve local foot-
paths and make them more accessible. Resulting from
actions in the 2005 Parish Plan, more than 50 stiles have
now been replaced with gates or removed altogether
which means that people (and dogs) who would strug-

Village News

gle with a stile can now use them. Councillors declared
that they were pleased with the colour supplement. Just
in time for those invigorating winter walks.

Tarmac for Victory

Users of the car park at the rear of Victory Hall who are
not equipped with a 4x4 will be pleased to hear that re-
surfacing is to be arranged. The committee of the Vic-
tory Hall intend to pay for the work, but the Parish
Council owns the access road to the recreation ground
which runs alongside the hall and car park. It would
make sense for both car park and roadway to be done
together and ClIr. Mike Tomlinson suggested that the
parish council pay their share for the roadway. Council-
lors agreed to contribute £1,300 to the overall cost cal-
culated on a pro rata basis. There must be some quip
about getting a smooth ride in here somewhere, but it
eludes me right now.

... and more needed

If there is any of the black stuff left over, it could be put
to good use on local roads. A big chunk of time at all
meetings of the parish council is taken up with highways
issues, principally potholes. Councillors complained that
the reporting/repair process was totally reactive and
inefficient as a result. Holes classed as dangerous are
repaired reasonably promptly, but others in the imme-
diate vicinity were ignored by the repair gang thus re-
quiring another visit and doubling the costs. A proactive
approach would be better and cheaper they thought.
Dacorum Councillors Olive Conway and Chris Townsend
agreed to add their weight to highway defect reports
made by the parish council. The Canal and Rivers Trust
(previously BW) had still not made arrangements to re-
pair the canal bridge at Dixon's Gap, and there was ap-
parently no budget for the job until the next financial
year the Clerk had learned. ClIr. Nick Murrell said it was
surely not acceptable to leave the bridge in such an un-
safe state for so long, protected only by a flimsy plastic
fence. Further complaint will be made to CRT.

Village Christmas trees

By the time you read this the annual grants made by the
parish council for Christmas trees will probably have
been turned into illuminated forestry. In line with previ-
ous practice Councillors voted to provide grants of £35
each to the Wilstone village hall committee and the
Horti towards the cost of Christmas trees in Wilstone
and Long Marston. Make sure you see both and get
your money's worth. Merry Christmas!
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Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668548

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207

Mr Richard Briant 01442 825 674

Mr Robert Briant 01442 825 674

The Clerk to the Council :-
Mrs Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Do you know someone
who needs care?

Our Tring Rural team provides specialist live
in care - to enable your loved one to remain
within the comfort and familiarity of their
own home, whilst receiving full-time care.
Working with people of all ages, our live in carers
pravide ane-to-one support, balancing independent
living with bespoke care needs.

Wi can assist with:

= personal care

= companionship

* housekeeping
Find out how we can
help you, please call

0808 180 1023 or visit
www.helpinghands.co.uk

Winner

=
Helping Hands

Fitablishad since 1988

Village News
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Make aWill

& Lasting Powers of Attorney

Your priorities?

BEST YALUE SOLICITORS and
professional Will Writers

* Provide the best for any partner or children
* Protect the home from care fees

= Avaid Inkeritances Tax

= Expert guidance [since 199%]
« BEST FRICE guarantee

Dayfime

* Will Trust or evening

ILL Irusts

& Probate ALAAYLEIS
Practice VISIT

A wiise chaice

Call The Will Cantre on:

01525 220 644

=1 S ———

| 3

my workout

s JEmedse boruer Emases
s e ue s ot siress e

= P an
|
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WILSTOME YILLAGE HALL
Rhoanodory A0 carm
Tuesday 00 pm Low [mpact
Weacdnssclory 90 armn
Thurscow 245 am Low mpoct
Fricliry 925 oo
Salurday ¥.30am MEW I

CHEDDMGTOMN VILLAGE HALL
pAD oy S 00 Em
- Tuesday #.45 gm MEW !
D700 #87230 www focebook, comy
wiww_ jarrercise-uk.com lazrerclieBuckzBedsHers
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Seaton’s Catering

Established 1990

We cater for all occasions
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings
and other family events.

Please call to order or discuss your menu

tel: 01296 630279/720459
seatonscatering.co.uk
email: seatonscatering @hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating”

December 2013

mrs. DEHittles

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.
All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.
Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and
other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

LEE FLECTRICAL

Long Marston & Tring

Industrial L ecSa

Commercial
Approved Contractor

Domestic

Electrical Safety
Register ..o
. —I-:—I: ':.“.:-' EIC.-"-"'.I

= L. = C

Fart P registered No, 23060

el 01206 661625
Mobile: 0FFY 8657655

mrleeelectrical @talktallk.net

Village News
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We specidlise i selling pre-laved designer cluthes ot o fraction of their riginal
price which include Prom and Evening Dresses, Ball Gowns, Special Occasion
Wear, Hats, Shoes and Baots,

We are alsa the lacal stackists far ‘The Old Bag o' Handbags, Mala Leather

Purses and Park Lane Jewellery.

We. orz open on Wednesday evenings 6-9pm and Fricay 10-3pin or by
appoittment oh other days/eveings.

Plese cantact ug via email or mabile for further infarmation on gelling and
buying through s,

sarah®@sarchjaneboutique couk - 07975 920934

Tha Ol Bakery, Nup £nd Lane, Wingrave, HF2Z 4P

L&S
SKIP HIRE

Your Local Company

All Sizes of Skips Available
“WE DON'T TALK RUBBISH WE SHIFT IT *

PHONE RICHARD 07831120879

(T Honfing

Family bugirase owor 20 wyoans Laryirg Tring. Long Karsian & ilages

(gs Gentral Hepting, Bellars, Fires & ALGAS,
Sorwicing. Fopairs & pgrades,
Foweer Fluehing, Landlordsa Cerllflcatas,
Plumbing & Enargy Saving Contraks

Tel:01442 890750

aarsicsZllbratirig co.nk
Ruecurrers Howee, Woecdroms,
waggintz, Tring HPZ2 GHT.

el lciingresh 0 T tmiman 0
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The agricultural story line...

by David Mead

OH LOR, winter is here. The first snow and cold winds. It
doesn't seem so bad after Christmas with the days getting
longer, but November - not good. But there is the saying: "Ice
in November to snare a duck, the rest of the winter will be
mire and muck." We will see.

We've still got 36 older cattle out, having silage now but with
all the rain the feed rings are getting a bit muddy. The grass is
still green so the ewes, all in lamb we hope, are quite happy
with just grass. Some loads of wheat have gone to Heygates.
Milling quality wheat, which is encouraging. For their bread
making they have to blend various varieties, some coming
from Canada.

My twelve guinea fowl are down to two thanks to the fox and
a brown terrier. They were taken during the day. The last two
have gone back to their brothers and sisters at daughter Sarah's
of Thistle Brook. They have been accepted and all roost in a
walnut tree. It's the first time in my life when there are no pets
about. No one to hear my problems, and give that welcome on
coming home. Read the next edition, you never know.

We had our annual firework display. The rain cleared, the
display was quite professional. Teresa's soup (two sorts: mush-
room and then watercress) were as popular as ever. There was
a lot of help to get it set up. Afterwards, a lot drifted back to
sit round the kitchen table. I'm sure the world was a better
place by the time we had retired. Our friends Lawry and Mar-
garet, who were residents at No. 1 The Green but now of Kent,
came up for the weekend. They were pleased to see everyone
and everyone was pleased to see them.

I'm spending a lot of time delivering logs. As a result I see the
world. I nearly fell over the edge last week all the way to the
Crown and Thistle at Abingdon. This is the latest restaurant/
hotel to open in the Akeman collection. All ten restaurants
believe in a good wood fire to welcome their customers. I just
hope they don't venture into London. It might as well be an-
other planet.

As I drive around I do a lot of crop inspection. Old so and so
has a good field of wheat; oh the drill man missed a bit there;
there's more sheep in the field this year; there's a new tractor
down there; and what's happening in the field south west of
Wilstone? There should be an information board.

I hope the footpath improvers don't get carried away. Lamp
posts, zebra crossings, paving, kerbstones. I'm joking chaps!
We are very lucky round here with the variety of paths, with
the canals, the reservoirs and of course places with refresh-
ments. It was confirmed that there are otters in the old trout
ponds in Drayton Beauchamp. I do like to see the re-
establishment of these animals. Don't forget, like the kites,
they have all got to eat something, water voles for instance.
These little chaps are having a bad time.

Well the sun is shining and another load has to be delivered. 1
wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Happy New
Year. DM.

| Tring Reservoirs and the Grand

Union Canal
THE ROYAL Geographical Society have produced
a series of geographically-themed walks around the
UK. The walks are available in written or audio ver-
sions and are free, self-guided and hopefully fun.
The series is called ‘Discovering Britain’.
They have recently completed a walk around the
Tring Reservoirs and sections of the Grand Union
Canal. The walk was created with the help of the
Wendover Arm Trust and is online at their website
at http://www.discoveringbritain.org/walks/region/
east-of-england/tring-reservoirs.html
This walk tells the story of how the canal was con-
structed and how it is used today. The route follows
the Wendover Arm and passes through Wilstone
village, where there is a stop at the Half Moon.
They have also included a link to the
www.wilstone.me.uk
website on the walk ‘Links’ page.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS
IN THE HALF MOON, WILSTONE

WITH GUEST APPEARANCE BY
“SING — WILSTONE”

8.30PM
TUESDAY 17™ DECEMBER

COME AND JOIN IN!
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KENMETH BROWN ’*‘
ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium  Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Local
General Builder

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade,
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008
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Pest Control

01296 662088
07923 430920

Tring based company cperating locally
offering a discreet and professional service
Domestic Agricultural Commeatcial

EPCA

Rats Mice Squirrels Rabbits Foxes Moles
Wasps Fligs Ants
Fleaa Cochroaches Bedbugs
Pest Bird species contralled
Bird and Rodent proofing

Using many contral measures within
integrated Pest Management
Traditional and moderm

A Clecanmduin

BOSCH TE.'? SIEMENS (===

R
APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.
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WILSTONE STICKS

Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild
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Telephone 01442 822115
www.wilstonesticks.com
wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com
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“I have been a chaplain at
Westminster Abbey”

FOR THE first meeting of the
new season the Revd. Bill Car-
penter spoke on the history and
* | background of Westminster Ab-
' | bey, and of his role as a chaplain
'_ there. His wife, Rosemary, then
" | spoke about the personal aspects
| | of life at the Abbey.

The West Minster dedicated to
St Peter was founded by Edward
the Confessor outside the City of
London. Its magnificent archi-
tecture forms a wonderful setting
| for its unique part in British his-

tory. Monarchs have been
crowned there since William I in 1066, and many state and
royal ceremonies take place there. Edward the Confessor dedi-
cated Westminster Abbey to constant and sustained prayer and
worship.

Chaplains work for a week at a time, so there are about sixty
altogether to cover the year. The main duty each day is to pa-
trol the abbey from 9.30am until 5.30pm, liaising with the
permanent staff and being available to talk to anyone. The
Chaplain plays a major part in fulfilling Edward’s undertaking
by offering prayer for a short period, on the hour, every hour,
when visitors and staff are invited to be silent. The Chaplain’s
second duty is to celebrate the Eucharist, which usually at-
tracts around 14 worshippers.

Rosemary then described how they would arrive at the Abbey
on a Sunday afternoon in time for evensong, and then go for a
Chinese meal before retiring to their quarters reached via the
cloisters. The flat reserved for chaplains and their wives was
entered through the bedroom. Beyond was a small living room
and kitchen with a full fridge, though a free meal was provided
each day at the Methodist Central Hall.

Rosemary’s favourite feature of the flat was the large bath, so
was disappointed when this was replaced by a shower during
restoration work on the flat. However they then had temporary
accommodation in the Deanery with a bigger bedroom, and
descended a grand staircase, hung with paintings of past
deans, when going on duty. While Bill was on patrol Rose-
mary visited friends in London or accompanied visitors’ tours
round the Abbey to learn more of its history and architecture.

Village News
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She was particularly impressed by the adjacent and equally
splendid chapels dedicated to Queen Elizabeth I and Queen
Mary. Nearby is a plaque asking for prayer for Christian unity.
On the other side of the Abbey James I built a chapel com-
memorating Mary Queen of Scots. Another favourite part is
Poets’ Corner where Handel’s statue is conducting from the
score of “I know that my redeemer liveth.”Then on Saturday
Bill and Rosemary would pack up at 11am and return home.

Leslie Barker

SCIENCE AND RELIGION

by Jon Reynolds
Jon is the Diocesan Director of Education and spoke to us last
year on church schools. He has studied theology and taught
RE and physics, and now often speaks on science and religion.
Jon began with a photograph of Richard Dawkins on the
screen to indicate what aspect of this vast subject he was going
to tackle.
The Darwin debate continues though not generally evolution
versus creation, but evolution versus theistic evolution. Jon
outlined a brief history of the debate, in which many in the
Church of England accepted the theory of evolution, pub-
lished in 1859, by 1870. He also outlined how scientific theo-
ries of how the universe all began have varied over time.
While Hawkins is best known for The God Delusion many
scientists recognise an intellect behind creation. Fred Hoyle
came to believe in God after studying the physics of the uni-
verse.
Hawkins believes that science provides certain knowledge, i.e.
is infallible, but it is not and theories are always being refined
if not replaced. Altruism is a problem for Dawkins who sees it
as a misfiring of the evolutionary mechanism, because it does
not fit in with the theory.
But science is not sufficient. We have the science to grow
enough food for everyone, but not the economic system to
feed everyone. Religion, and not just Christianity, deals with
salvation, conscience and altruism and with the just distribu-
tion of resources.
The topic produced a lot of discussion and, on the religious
side, led to how the Bible should be interpreted, another vast
subject.
Jon recommended a number of authors on the topic:
Michael Poole an easy start to the topic.
John Polkinghorne, physicists and priest.
proach.
Arthur Peacocke, biochemist and priest. A more radical ap-
proach.
David Wilkinson, astrophysicist and Methodist minister
Russell Standard, physicist and (lay) Reader in Leighton Buz-
zard.

A traditional ap-
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Community Shop Update

e Come and join in the fun at our Christmas Open evening

5" December 6-9pm

WE would be delighted if you could join us on Thursday, 5™ December for a glass of mulled wine to celebrate the season
and see our range of Christmas Fayre. There’s Christmas cards, designed by Deborah one of our volunteers, Wilstone cal-
endars, produced by John Painter and Graham Thorpe, gift boxes and bags, small gifts, homemade mincemeat and puddings,
including gluten free, wines and Tring Brewery beers.

Why not have a taste of the turkey and other festive meats supplied by Richard, our acclaimed Chesham breeder? We can
take your orders for both Christmas and New Year including Turkey, Duck, Goose and Capons. And if there’s anything else
you would like, such as beef, just ask and if we can get if for you we will. It’s so convenient, just pick it up from the Shop
on Christmas Eve.

If you haven’t been able to call in a see us yet this is a great opportunity to experience your friendly community shop on
your doorstep. We would love to see customers, both old and new, so we can say a festive thank you for all your support.

e What’s new in the shop?

At the weekend we are now offering a ‘Cheese of the Week” which is proving really popular. Each week we are trying out a
different cheese from an excellent local supplier, why not come and have a taste? Also at the weekend we now have
smoked streaky bacon and pork sausages from our local Ivinghoe supplier, definitely worth a try.

We are also keen to know if there’s anything you would like to see stocked. If we can then we will, just speak to one of our
friendly team or make a note in the Suggestions Book.

e Christmas & New Year Opening Times

Christmas Eve 7.30am — 2pm

Christmas Day Closed

Boxing Day 9am — 11am (paper delivery will take place)
Friday, 27" December 9 — 11am (paper delivery will take place)
Saturday, 28" December 7.30am — 1pm

Sunday, 29" December 9am — midday

Monday, 30™ December 9am — midday

Tuesday, 31* December 9am - midday

New Year’s Day 9am — 11am (paper delivery will take place)
Thursday, 2™ January Back to normal!!

e Longer Opening Hours

Just a reminder that we are now open until 2pm Monday to Fridays.

e November ‘100 Club’ Winning numbers

£100 No: 73

£50 No: 1 Numbers still available
£25 No: 85

Congratulations to our lucky winners.

NB

Most people have been allocated same number as in previous 100 club, but if you don’t know your number please en-
quire at the shop or directly with Graham on 01442 822923 or g.thorpe @btinternet.com

Village News
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The Elephant Not In The Room

FROM a very early age, Florence has been extremely keen on
cuddly toys, some might say excessively so. Whenever we are
out shopping and happen to pass a shop with any fluffy toys in
the window or on the shelves, Florence’s heart melts and she
turns into a whimpering, mithering pain in the backside until
we either buy the toy or leave the shop. I have lost count of the
number of times that we have left shops with Florence snivel-
ling and empty-handed, but judging by the number of cuddly
toys that she actually has it’s not as many times as I would like
to believe. At the last count she had 127 fluffy friends in all
sorts of shapes and sizes.

I don’t want you to think that I am in the habit of totting up the
number of her cuddly toys on a daily basis because I’m not.
It’s just that in order to make playing schools a little easier,
Florence has generated a spreadsheet of all the ‘children’ so
that she can take the register more effectively. My role in the
game is to answer for each ‘child’ using a variety of different,
silly voices until the register is complete.

As aresult of having all these toys and Florence’s propensity
for acquiring even more, the shelves in her bedroom and play-
room are now both full to overflowing. With Christmas loom-
ing and the pressure on toy space set to reach breaking point,
Anna declared that it was time for a clearout. She decided to
start with the easiest target, the cuddly toys. Not so easy be-
cause Florence swiftly dug in her heels claiming that all her
cuddly toys were her favourites and that none of them could
go.

After a little bit of bullying from Anna, Florence agreed to
have a think about it. After a brief think she looked up at Anna
and said, with a little mischievous twinkle in her eye, “Manky
Bear, Possom and Hippo could go.”

“But they’re mine,” snapped Anna. “You can’t get rid of them
—I’ve had them for 40 years!”

“Well, what about Bunny with the chewed ear and Koala with
only one toe, then?” she asked, looking at me and grinning
cheekily.

“No way,” I heard myself yelp. “They’ve been my loyal
friends for 50 years. You’re not throwing them out!”

Eventually Florence agreed that Blue Thing, Yucky Ducky
and Humpty could go to the charity shop and that Pink Ele-
phant — a huge, ugly, fairground-quality, not very cuddly, pink
elephant — could go to her cousin, Martha.

The reason that Pink Elephant is going to Martha rather than
to the charity shop is because Martha has been desperate to
own a huge, ugly, fairground-quality, not very cuddly, pink
elephant ever since Florence won it from an RNLI tombola
stall in Padstow. Martha having spent £10 of her holiday
money unsuccessfully trying to win the putrid, pink pachy-
derm left the stall distraught and in tears. Matters only wors-
ened when Florence, despite my warnings about the futility of
trying to win at tombolas (and as Martha had amply demon-
strated only minutes earlier), promptly won the hideous horror
at her first go. Since then, whenever Martha visits, Pink
Elephant has to be hidden away to avoid any further upset.

December 2013

by Andy Ashwell

=
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So, having managed to re-
duce the cuddly-toy popula-
tion by a staggeringly mod-
est 3%, Anna moved onto
other areas. After about an
hour we had managed to fill
two black bin bags with
rubbish for the tip and four
carrier bags with stuff for
the charity shop. As we
stood admiring our hard
work, Florence appeared
quite upbeat about the cud-
dly-toy cull and announced
“If I change my mind about
Blue Thing, Yucky Ducky
and Humpty, I can always
buy them back from the
charity shop.”

So, in order to eliminate the
chance of any rubbish repa-
triation taking place, I shall
be taking the stuff to a char-
ity shop somewhere miles
from here. So if you happen
to be in a charity shop in the
middle of nowhere, and see
any cuddly toys that look even remotely as if they might be
Blue Thing, Yucky Ducky or Humpty, please don’t buy them.

Christmas Sudoku Corner
by Colin Moore

No 80 moderate

9 3

3|84 1 9

solution on page 26

Village News
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Letters, Seasons Greetings & Congratulations

Christmas greetings

Hi to all my old customers and friends. A Happy Xmas & and
New Year from your ex Postie

Dave Grove

Vanessa Iley wishes all her friends in Wilstone, the villages
and the Half Moon a Merry Christmas and Happy 2014 xx.
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Hazel Dobrotka . A Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to all her old friends and neighbours xx
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Carole, Peter and Ben wish all our friends in Wilstone
and the surrounding villages a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year for 2014.
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Colin Moore wishes all friends and readers a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous new year.

Letter

Carole and Peter Weedon would like to thank all those
lovely friends in Wilstone and Long Marston for their kind-
ness, cards, flowers and other gifts following Carole’s acci-
dent on the 31st October. Thank you all and keep walking.

Tring Rural Parish Council: Public Service Announcement

Funding bid manager needed

Tring Rural Parish Council needs assistance in
putting together bids for funding to improve the
changing rooms at the Long Marston recreation
ground. Applications are to be made to various
funding organisations including Sport England. Does
any villager have the skills and the time to help by
managing the bid process? It may be possible to pay
for professional services.

If you can help, please email the Clerk, Lucy Bancroft
clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

Welcome!

Welcome to potential new readers.

Elizabeth Hazel Iley, born on 30 Oc-
tober 2013 and three weeks old when
this picture was taken. Our congratu-
lations to parents Naomi and Steven,
and also to sister Jade and brothers
Charlie and Logan. (Pictures of new
arrivals are always welcome. Ed.)
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I'm very pleased to announce the arrival of

Annabel Fairhurst born on Tuesday evening at 10:31pm at
Stoke Mandeville hospital (19/11). Both Annabel and her
mummy, Jayne, are doing well and back home in Wilstone
now (41 New Road). Annabel weighed in at a healthy 8lb5oz.

Her big brother
William, now
two and a half
years old, is
taking it in his
stride and wel-
comes his little
sister.

Andy.

Santa and Rudolf to visit Wilstone

Sometime during December (no dates confirmed)

We have Rudolf and his sleigh (well Joey and his cart!) we
have Father Christmas and his elf (well Jane and Logan)

If you hear the Wilstone town crier or even the bells on the
sleigh please come out and say hello we would love to see you
What better way to start Christmas .

Love, Santa's little (well BIG!!) helper.

Times for mobile library route 7
Thursday fortnightly 12 Dec, 9, and 23 Jan 2014

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20
Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55
Astrope (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15
Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45

Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.00 to 15.15

Village News
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LONG MARSTO
AND PUTTENHAM

AT THE end of another year, The Long Marston Horticultural
Society would like to wish all the readers of the Village Maga-
zine a very Merry Christmas.

Following us helping run another very successful Fireworks
Display for the village (see separate report), we finish our year
in traditional style with our annual Carol singing evening on
the green next to the War Memorial. This year’s date is the
17th December where all residents of Long Marston and the
surrounding area are welcome to come and sing their hearts
out, accompanied by our little brass band kindly organised by
ex army bandsman Aiden Scahill. As has happened over the
past few years, we will also be taking a collection for ‘Help
for Heroes’ whilst giving away FREE Mulled Wine and Mince
Pies! SANTA will also be making an appearance with sweets
for the children.

IF there is ANYONE (any ability!) who would like to join our
band on the night, they should firstly contact Toby Davidson
on 01296660754/07970636168 and I will pass your details on.

By the time the next edition comes out in February, we will be
in the middle of preparing for our annual village pantomime.
This year, thanks to the genius of our writer/producer Neil
Gurney, we will be staging ‘Sleeping Beauty’ at Long
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Marston Victory Hall during the February half term holiday
(20-22 Feb). Tickets will be available from The Queens Head
PH in Long Marston, as well as the Wilstone village shop
from the middle of January. And as the Saturday Matinee es-
pecially always sells out, get your tickets early to avoid disap-
pointment!

HOWEVER, these shows do not take place without a lot of
help from all aspects of the local community joining in. For
those people who think there is little they can do to help, let
me assure you that any offers will not be turned down! Even
Wilstone residents are most welcome to come to Wilstone
Village Hall any Sunday in January and help with set design
and construction. We also make our own costumes and are
always on the look-out for seamstresses prepared to help our
costume team. Then on the day, we need a full front-of-house
team to greet and serve the paying public as well as scenery
shifters, make-up, etc. PLEASE come and join our little group
— you may even enjoy yourself'!

In the first instance, why not come along to our Annual Gen-
eral Meeting to be held in Long Marston Victory Hall on
Tuesday 7th January at 8pm and meet the team. We generally
have a few bottles of wine and would love to find some like-
minded souls who would like to put something back into the
village. We put on a variety of different events throughout the
year, so should have something to your liking and you only
need to commit to one event if that’s what you want.

PLEASE REMEMBER we are still looking for people who

are prepared to tell us how best to use our arena at the Annual
Village Show in August. Please contact Chairman Martin
Winship on 01296 662388 or martinwinship@live.co.uk.

The L M & P Horticultural Society is pleased to announce:

THE LONG MARSTON PANTOMIME:

SLEEPING REACTY

by Neil Gurney

Pantomime performances will take place
at Long Marston Village Hall on:

Thursday, 20" February at 8pm
Friday, 21¢t February at 8pm
Saturday, 22" February 2pm & 7.30pm

Tickets will be on sale at the Queens Head, Mead Farm Shop
and Wiilstone Village Stores from 20t January

See www.longmarston.org for full details

If you would like to help with the Panto
please ring Vicky on 07855 369515

Village News

Fantastic fireworks light
stormy skies

Reviewed by our outside broadcast team

HAVE you noticed that Bonfire Night is always at a really
inconvenient time of year? Why did Guy Fawkes and his
plotters choose November for goodness sake? Agreed, you
have the cover of darkness (handy for plotting) but then again
it is usually cold, wet or muddy, and often all three. Not great
for gunpowder, fire lighting, small children or reluctant par-
ents. This year high winds across The Vale struck at Long
Marston on the day chosen by the Committee of the Victory
Hall for their fireworks extravaganza at Old Tom's Meadow.
It was so windy that some may have been put off, but villag-
ers are hardy folk and there was still a good turnout for this
jolly event. The gale put paid to the bonfire though - fears of
a conflagration on the scale of the Great Fire of London
meant that the match was never struck. Rockets which might
have set Luton alight were also put back in the box, but it
hardly mattered. The fireworks were fantastic anyway - an
astonishing display staged by a small community. Chief Pyro-
technician David Severs certainly knows his stuff. Whiz,
flash, bang followed by ooh, ahh from the crowd - the sounds
of a good bonfire night. Applause at the grand finalé easily
overcame the howl of the wind, and marked the end of a
splendid show. Congratulations to the organisers for provid-
ing a great evening in exacting conditions.
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd ASTROVE GARDEN SERVICES

Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery

+ High quality professional service L O (}S F D R SA L E

* Residential and commercial

* Excellent value and fully insured
* Free consultation and quote

» References available

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Seasaned, dry and split lngs. Free deliveary.

Skells Joinery

Bulk Bag €a0.00} |approw. (Lam¢]
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry e livered in s lidy slorags bag W be ceturied wilh g
nek delivere].

Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry Truck load £85.00 (approx. 1.2m7)
experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates. W alsn provide tree work, hedge cutting, fenzing,

iy, paving pressores washing ol genecs

Hi.lll! area |l\.!"-'lll:!
6 Ravens Court Paul Skells
Long Marston Tel: 07740 997885 Please cunbact Glenn on 07951 1265834 ar
HP23 4AN paul.skells@btinternet.com

elennansell@email.com

Travel Expressions

'ﬁ..
Thinking abovut your next holiday?

With aver 30 years experience, we offer indapendent advice
and a parsanal 2ervica. We undaerstand that ne hwe helidays
are the same and whilst we may not have visited all four
corners of the world, we do khow someone wha has, and
would like to share their experiences with you. Your holidays
are booked 1:-n|}r with fu”}r bondad bour oparators ensuring

financial protection. You can contact vs by phane or cmail,

alternabively pleass visit our office to discuss your travel
ifdena nver o lea or coffes.

2] e Travel Expressions 0o @

Svita 12, Georgse Housa, &4 High Stroat, Tring, Herte HF23 AAT
Tal: 01442 890285 + enguirias@travelexpressions.co.uk
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From the Vicarage

by Rev'd Jo Wetherall

People look East

HOW is it that time speeds up at this time of year?

Just as nature slows and the daylight hours shorten somehow
we all get more and more frenetic. If you are a child the days
can’t pass quick enough until you can open all those antici-
pated presents. Many teenagers, [ am guessing, would like to
by pass Christmas with the enforced family gatherings and
head straight for the liberation of New Year parties with
friends.

Me, and I think many others would like to take a lesson from
nature, just to slow it all down and enjoy a chance to draw
breath.

The Advent Carol People Look East breaks free from tradi-
tional Christmas images , no stables or wise men not even a
babys, it relies on the imagery of a British winter to prepare us
for the coming of love.

The words encourage us to look not to e-bay, Amazon or even
M&S (sorry, I know that is shopping heresy) for our prepara-
tion, but towards the horizon, specifically towards a new
dawn.

There can be some stunning sunrises in December, often sof-
tened by mist the sun is diffused giving it the appearance of a
huge star and then clearing to give high empty skies, a canvass
for our thoughts, a place to describe our hopes and dreams.

People look East the time is near

Of the crowning of the year

Make your house fair as you are able
Trim the hearth and set the table

People look East and sing today
Love, the gift, is on its way

Eleanor Farjeon

There is a lovely old story about a priest who noticed an eld-
erly man come in to church most days and simply sit there,
finally the priest just had to ask him what he was doing each
day, he simply said I look at the Good God and the Good God
looks at me and we enjoy each other.

As you trim the hearth and set the table and all the myriad of
other activities which make this such a significant time of
year, cast a glance Eastward. Look for the midwinter sun, dis-
cover some space for your own thoughts a place, not for your
Christmas list, but somewhere to express your deeper hopes
and dreams.

Remember that at Christmas human kind was infused with
God’s love, that the good God enjoys you.

News from All Saints

It was wonderful to have so much support for our Quiz and
Curry Night — if you did not join us you missed a great eve-
ning. The curry made by Huw and his assistant Jane was won-
derful and once again Toby produced a very varied quiz — we
must not forget John Hunt who very ably kept the scores up to
date. Eleven teams competed for our wonderful trophy and it
was a very close competition with a “tie break” question at the
end to determine the final winner.

Profits from the evening (which should exceed £1,000) will be
used immediately to replace or repair the heaters in the Church
— it is rather cold in there at the moment as regular users know.

Christmas. We hope to see many of you at some of our ser-
vices.

Sunday 8" December. We have a service of Nine Lessons and
Carols with a visiting choir.

Sunday 22™ December. It is the turn of Sunday Club to pre-
sent their Nativity.

Christmas Eve. At 4pm we are holding our popular Crib Ser-
vice. Come early and bring the whole family.

Christmas Day. A family service with a Quiz!

Social Afternoon. We have changed the day this month to
Wednesday 18™ December. Do come along — carols and mince
pies hopefully.

A Happy Christmas to all our readers from All Saints — every-
one is welcome to any of our services so do come and join us.
Carole Harrison 01296 668526.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MORNING at
ALL SAINTS

Handmade Christmas decorations are always the ones
with the memories - unique and personal.

If you need to create, replace or replenish your stock
of special Christmas memories, then spread the word
about the Christmas Craft morning at All Saints
Church on Saturday 14™ December 2013 from 10am -
12 noon. Established many years ago, this is the key
event for those who like to know when is exactly the
right time to start 'decking the halls'.

Children from 4 - 12 (and beyond!) are invited to join
Emma Brough, Sally Smith and their feam to make
those personal items that you won't find anywhere
elsel

So contact Emma or Sally now and book your child's
place at this year's Christmas Craft morning, and for
only £5 per child you are guaranteed to have a home
full of unique, home-made Christmas crafts to deco-
rate your home over the festive period.

Emma Brough (01296) 662251

Sally Smith (01296) 661689
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The Stranger (A Christmas Story)

supplied by Christine Rutter

EVENING was closing in, a few days before Christmas one
winter, when a stranger made his way through a line of scat-
tered villages lying under the shadow of a great mountain. His
clothes were poor and his shoes were worn, and though he had
the look of noble birth about him, his walk was that of a
wounded man. People gazed after him as he passed. Doubt-
less, they said, he was on some pilgrimage and begging food
and shelter on the way.

It was a peasant’s hut where the stranger stopped first and
asked for a drink of water. The peasant was a short, sturdy
man, his face lined with toil and hardship and the bitterness
that springs from a series of wrong and oppression. He eyed
the stranger doubtfully, for he was not wearing the workman’s
overalls, common to the district. He might well have been one
of the rich who had lost a fortune and was suffering now, as
well he might.

‘Well, water is cheap enough’ he said, and he gave it, though
churlishly, and shut the door as the cup was handed back to
him, lest the stranger should ask for food also. He waited for a
moment, as if he half expected the door to open again — and
then passed on.

He knocked next at the door of a large house belonging to a
merchant of the place, and it was opened by the merchant’s
wife, a stout rosy woman, with a saucepan in her hand. ‘No
beggars here,” she said sharply and then, noticing his tired face
and travel-stained clothes, she softened, ‘Well, well, it is
Christmas and one may as well do a kindness, but don’t come
tramping over my clean floors’ she warned him. She disap-
peared and came out shortly carrying a cup of soup and a piece
of bread. ‘It’s a bit stale,” she said frankly, offering the bread,
‘but I guess the likes of you won’t mind that.” The stranger
thanked her. A little later he handed back the cup and went
out again into the cold and darkness.

Two days later he was at the door of a great castle that stood
half way up the mountain side. The young Lord of the castle
was coming down the stairs as the door opened, and he invited
the stranger in with rare courtesy and kindness. Though it was
mid-afternoon, he ordered a good meal for him and it was set
out fairly as if the poor stranger had been one of themselves.
The Lord talked easily to his guest and did not ask questions
as to his name or occupation. When the meal was over and the
stranger had rested a while he showed him out. ‘I would have
asked you to stay longer’ he said, ‘but as you know, Christmas
is a family feast and some of my relations are already arriv-
ing.’

It was sometime after this that the stranger reached the other
side of the mountain. A cutting wind blew through his thin
cloak and he looked vainly around for some place of shelter,
but there was none. In the distance a two roomed cottage
showed a friendly light in its windows and a curl of blue
smoke from its chimney. To this door the stranger came and
begged an hour’s shelter. A young woman opened the door
and a curly headed child peeped around her. ‘Come in, sir’
she said. ‘The cold is fearful and we have a Christmas fire
tonight’. She led the stranger to a seat by the fire and fetched
fresh plates for the table. ‘Maybe you’ll share the meal with
us?’ she said a little shyly. The meal was quiet and happy.
No-one talked much, but the presence of the stranger did not
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seem to disturb the sense of home in the room. When the
meal was over the child ran out of the room and fetched a
clean cloth which he thrust into the stranger’s hands. ‘Will you
help us wash up?’ he said. ‘It will be so much quicker if you
do.” The mother opened her mouth to protest, but the look of
real joy on the stranger’s face checked her. So they went into
the tiny scullery and the woman washed the things and the
stranger dried them, and the child ran to and fro with a great
show of efficiency putting them away.

Then they went back to the fire and the woman left the
stranger and the child to talk. ‘Now she has gone I will tell
you a secret’ said the child, and he ran out of the room and
came back with a parcel in his hand. ‘It is a Christmas gift for
my mother’ he said proudly, showing a necklace of scarlet
hips and crimson berries strung together. ‘I made it myself.
They took a lot of getting, and I got four scratches on my
hands gathering them!’

The sound of footsteps made the child start, and he wrapped
up the precious gift again and ran upstairs with it. In the
meantime, the woman came in with crystals of snow on her
hair. ‘“You can’t go out tonight, sir,” she said, ‘the snow is
driving hard. I can make you a couch by the fire here if you
would care to stay till morning.’

She sat down on the other side of the fire, ‘I brought my little
boy’s present to show you’ she said, taking a brightly coloured
toy boat from under her apron and showing it with almost as
much joy as the child had displayed over the necklace. ‘There
are no shops here, and I had to walk many a mile to the nearest
town. A weary walk it was, too. Twas the memory of it made
me call you in to rest, for you walk like a tired man. Have you
come far?’

‘A long way’ he answered. ‘I am not of this country.” Some-
thing in the way he said it made her look up, to find that his
face seemed strangely familiar to her, but she could not tell
where she has seen him before.

The child came in then, sleepy-eyed, and she went up to put
him to bed, and presently settled the stranger by the fire and
went off to bed herself.

It was very early when she rose, and laid the precious boat at
the foot of the child’s bed. Then she stole downstairs and
knocked at the door. The stranger opened it, cloaked and ready
to go. Behind him sparkled the light of a newly lit fire, and
the breakfast table was already laid. She started at the sight,
but he reassured her. ‘It is not the first time I have made
breakfast for my friends’. As he said that a strange memory
flashed into the woman’s mind. It was the memory of a pic-
ture of the sea-shore with fishermen dragging a net to land and
one haloed with light standing by a fire of sticks.

She looked up to see him already at the door. Now the sky
was already lightening and the figure of the stranger should
have looked dark against it, but instead of that, the brightness
around his head seemed to turn the rest of the world as black
as midnight.

When the woman saw that, she fell on her knees and cried,
‘Oh, Sir, Sir, who are you?” And a voice answered, ‘I was a
stranger and you took me in.’

When she looked there was no-one there, only the skies had
flushed into rose and amethyst, and clear across the snow
came the chiming of Christmas bells, telling that God had in-
deed become man.
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F.R. Jeffery & Son =!_:"~

Coal Merchant

Coal & Smokeless Fuels u

Logs & Compost

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances

Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact Us on: 01296 661258

%Q BH

Frapesgy Servicas
Locksmith Services
Small jobs welcome

Painting Plumbing
Tiling  Plastering

Call now for a fast friendly service.
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439 Office: 01442 380287
bhpropertyservices.co.uk

Chris Giriffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small
Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

CURTIS CARPET SERVICES

Parsons Lane, Biertan
&Il types of carpeting supplisd & fitted
ot exncallemt rates.
fdlaptions - Darnestic & Contrack,
Bhene David Curtis: 1296 432652

Babile: OF FT320C054
Wy Pass Shop Prices?

J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335
OR 01442 826648 (EVENINGS)

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)
‘MAN WITH A VAN’

TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel: 01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER

that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines
taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom
in Pitstone
07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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Portia Potis
Floristry
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Jamma Boult (20 vowrs veporizng
Gpeclallat Teachsr; Languags Dlaordar

Makrile; C72C2 0GE531
Emall; EoulthBEgbtinemot.con

French GCSE's?
Da you need a boost for school exams?
Individual or small greups
Tailored fo sult your needs

For mare information contact:
Linda Ellis en 01296 &&61136
ar email:
linda® nildram. ca.uk

CrGONANTITIES &g laikore
Tz yoour ciled s inciacdual aeods,
rurturing Tneir ndepandence
an erlbasiasm for learning.
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Tring Studhy Centre

Lovisa Cgelman 341525 378 840

KUM{ON

Py elon
your child’s
indepandencs

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at

no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Tiarsywarth
Pre School

Fueroarts Milewkan Tl Wiestng = Tasd Mumnest HLE LR
Tel NP0 AL P b o) e o s b ol g

Fgrssel M-Sy b a0 Rarrscnh Wlaengm =al, g a eurg o ber ol ags pu-
sy wih e oobsandng mpoalne, sl dhibkds num g ey aes

Sessions avallable for ages 2 o 5 years, FULL ar PART davs:-

Maonday, 'Wednssday, Thursday & Friday
Florning Sassion - BO0emM - 11.30m
Luricf Chaix- 11 30am - 12.300n
ARerroon Session:s 12.300m - 3.00pm

Forlardcr irfomnchon, doka ks of funclog, sessdon aval acilits o 20 amanac o waEl, deoss
oall DTG0 1 FoEhS ar vizh curwmobsis
wy marsworthpreschool . orgui

Luxury accommodation for

The OId Pastures
dogs ;&

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a

personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856
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The Whitchurch Morris Men

By John King
I SUPPOSE that to most people, Morris Dancing tends to be
thought of as a bunch of (old?), men with beards, hankies and
sticks that prance about to a chorus of folk tunes. This is in
part true as none of us are getting any younger but you have to
be fit to dance . Take a look at the younger men of the side
and the effort they put in and you’ll see them working hard.
This style of dance is known as Cotswold and the tradition
covers an area from Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, through
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. There is
a lot of history hiding in the village traditions and most sides
tend to perform a core of styles or specialise in a specific heri-
tage.

Each side has its own costume and Cotswold dancers usually
dress in white shirts and trousers which is a throwback to
when the Church had more control over people’s lives. Shoes
are normally black and bell-pads or ruggles are worn on the
shin. Baldricks can be worn across the chest and it may in-
clude rosettes or the side’s emblem. Waistcoats, tabards or a
rag-coat may also be worn and it’s also a tradition for many
sides to wear a top hat. The dances are performed as a set of
six or eight men or sometimes a man or men show their prow-
ess by performing a single or two man jig. So what other
kinds of Morris dancing are there apart from Cotswold?

From the fenlands come the Molly Dancers and their tradition
centres on agricultural workers and the Plough Monday cele-
brations. Working clothes, hobnail boots and blackened faces
signify this tradition.

Border Morris comes from the counties of Hereford, Worces-
tershire and Shropshire and whilst the dancing is simpler, it is
danced more vigorously. Tatter coats and black painted faces
is their usual attire with long sticks and lots of cries.

From Cheshire and Lancashire comes North West Clog Danc-
ing and originates from the industrial towns. Costumes are
striking in colour and the clogs have iron nails to accentuate
the rhythm of the music. These dances are performed with
military style precision.

Longsword comes from Yorkshire and the dancing is called
hilt-and-point. Performed by six to eight dancers, the side is
linked together in a chain by each man holding the hilt and
point of the swords. The side then weave in and out of each
other without letting go.

Rapper is not the modern hip-hop singing style but a short
sword tradition from Durham and Northumberland. Similar in
style to Longsword, the reason why short swords came into
being was there was not a lot of room down a mine or in the
small public houses when time came to dance.

There are also other oddities out there such as the Coco-nutters
(in the Telegraph again 19 Nov), and the Manx dances and
none of this includes English folk dancing.

We’ve just had an excellent Saturday evening’s dancing
hosted by the Brackley Morris Men who maintain their
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Town’s tradition. The food was marvellous as was the com-
pany. Our next public performance will be at the Tring To-
gether Christmas Festival on the 29 November and the Side
will be situated at its usual place of the crossroads in the mid-
dle of Town. I can also confirm that the Side’s Christmas
event will be in The Bell at Aston Clinton on the evening of
the 17 December. After that, it’s Boxing Day lunchtime at
The Plough, Cadsden and some of the Side will visit The Et-
cetera Morris at The King and Tinker near Enfield on New
Year’s Day. We’ve also got our Plough Tuesday Feast on
the 14 January. Ummm fooooood!

If you’d like to join in or would like some more information,
you can contact us at info@ whitchurchmorris.org.uk

or visit our website www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk

or just come down to the village hall.

Wassail.

Bank card scam is
operating in this area

HERTS POLICE have asked people to be alert to a fraud
which has already claimed victims in this area.

The victims were phoned by a man who said he was a
police officer investigating fraudulent use of their bank
cards. The victims were asked to provide their bank de-
tails, including pin numbers. They were then told that a
courier would be sent to collect the cards, which hap-
pened a short time later. After the residents parted with
their cards, large amounts of money were subsequently
stolen from their accounts.

One man has been charged and is due to appear at St.
Albans Crown Court. Chief Inspector for Dacorum, Glen
Channer said: “Whilst this arrest has been made, I would
urge the public not to be complacent. There are still of-
fenders attempting to carry out these offences. It is im-
portant that people are aware of this crime so they don’t
fall prey to the same con. Police officers would never
ask people to part with any bank details so I would ask
anyone faced with a similar call not to part with this in-
formation.”

All banks say they would never phone customers and ask
for account or PIN details, so any call like this is a scam.

Fancy a Caravan Holiday?

Fancy a holiday on the Isle of Wight? Our 35' x 10' dog-
friendly caravan is sited 500 yards from the beach on the
Park Resorts Thorness Bay Campsite (west of Cowes). It
has three double bedrooms; can sleep up to eight and is
available for hire from April to October. Fees range from
£250 to £450 for up to 7 nights. Ferry fare and entertain-
ment pass (if required) not included. For further details
please contact Jon or Elizabeth Eyvindsson (01442 823604)
or jeyvindsson @hotmail.co.uk
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Local children steal the show!

OVER 80 children from Tring and surrounding villages per-
formed a ‘Musical Mix’ of entertaining extracts at the Court
Theatre, Pendley, Station Road, Tring on 24" and 25" Sep-
tember 2013. The show was full of contrasting scenes from
musicals such as ‘Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang’, ‘Shrek’,
‘Matilda’ and ‘Fame’.

Kate Turnley (from Long Marston), Emma Russon (from
Cheddington) and Jane Bishop (from Tring) directed, choreo-
graphed and coached the children to a very high standard in
front of packed audiences. The classes for children are run on
Saturday mornings and after school on weekdays to develop
Acting and Singing skills. The children who attend are not
under pressure and develop at their own pace. The lessons
also encourage confidence and develop life skills such as
communication, patience, listening and understanding of
others.

“I thoroughly enjoy watching the children develop into confi-
dent, self-assured young adults. Drama helps shy personali-
ties to come out of their shells and enjoy expressing them-
selves alongside their friends” says Kate Turnley from Tring
Showstoppers.

If you would like to find out more about the classes visit the
website www.tringshowstoppers.co.uk
or call Kate on 07790 487 022.
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TRING SHOWSTOPPERS

Performing Arts for & — 16 year oldi

oy worbshops are taught by prafestonal, with
tlasiei In drana, singing and musical theatre,
etisuring every child has the opportunity te reach
thair full potential.

Te find out mora alout what we offer in Tring and
surraunding villeges emall
krcrtaBtrirgshoustoppers.co.ub, visit our webiite
www tringrhewstoppers.onub

or call Kate an 07790 487 027
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN CLEARANCE,

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,
HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING
AND MUCH MORE.

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK
DONE WELL, CONTACT

Mark Lee
07914 355180

The Old Pastures q
Dog Grooming 4=

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA
HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone
07969 741792 or 01296 630189

Logs

Mixed seasoned logs for sale
Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80  Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd
All ovens hobs and extractors

» Professional service
o Excellent value and fully insured
» Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 » 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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Not everyone knows we

do home and car
insurance. We do.

Hempstead, Herts HP1 25G

Call 01442 270000 for a quote or pop into
the office to talk to us at NFU Mutual Office,
Boxted Farm, Berkhamsted Road, Hemel

NFU Mutual

We do right by you

Agent of The Nationad Farmers Unkan Matual Insurance Soclety Limited
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i New
% # Classes!
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Tuesduy ?.45 am

Other regular Jazzercise Cheddingfon vi"uge Hall
classes available at many

days and limes; Saturday 2.30 am
Cheddington Village Hal Wilstone Village Hall

wWilstone Villags Hall
Fitstone Memarial Hall
Goldfields School, Tring

Call Faor Details |

" jazzercise.

jazzercisel @hotmail.co.uk real Resu ItS

=
-Lefd
MELREC FHY SO BERKHAMSTED y 4
| euRopHYSI0 BeRkHANSTED “-;.;1'5“ Gardben Genic

SPECIALIST NEUROLOGICAL '.\v' { !rh:mm'l the gnrﬂnn Yt wish fir
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS -
Amy Goss & Claire PeplowBSc (Hons) Physiotherapy HPC Registered & M:"l””l"”':'”“':"-:! l:""'”" (RHA h“' Hil ain 4ell

D iy qing] aeluipeen s
We can help you if you have a neurological deficit affecting your . eelill 0l dchvice selvice

movement including .
Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and Balance Call Genle on 07931 307912

Problems. . .
Tel: 07786 363638 / 07909982569 ‘gardengeniel @gmail.com
Email: physio @neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

Website: www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk 1tH% I waliivial

Paddock Services @m GEN ERALS
Paradise Famy, Long Tas:on, Hermtordshire . : i “HROA Y ﬂ

Ditching & Fencing = Hedge Cutting & Planting For all property repairs and maintenance
General Claarance Mabile Welding BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
Grass Cutting & Toppin Paths & Qriveways PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
Manure Cla:':ps — Brickwork &Patir:s i PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING

; . PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
Waste & Rubbish Removal Mo bile Puncture Repalrs FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
Creosoting &.5team Cleaning  Digger & Dumper No matter how small the job

call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078

Innathan Michell . :
138 08450 M 950 110B4T SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
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A True Christmas Story

From the Village of Longup Puttastone

IT WAS early December and the children who attended the
Pre-School group in the village hall were already excited by
the promise of Christmas. Although the meaning of the occa-
sion was as yet only dimly understood by most of them, the
children knew it meant presents, and treats, and good things to
eat. Also, they had been told that there would be a special
party soon, and that Santa himself would be there to give each
of the children a present brought straight from his workshops
at the North pole.

The ladies who helped run the group had been busy
decorating the hall with paper chains and balloons, and a
chair-of-honour had been positioned on the stage for Santa and
his sack of goodies. Then disaster struck. At the last minute, a
problem arose for the old fellow who dressed up in the red
coat and big white beard each year, a problem which meant
that he would not be able to “do the honours” that year.

The lady-in-charge was distraught when she received
the news, and in a state of near panic she made ‘phone call
after ‘phone call, trying to find a replacement; all to no avail.

The children arrived, all dressed up in their fancy
party clothes - the girls as fairies, the boys as pixies - and all
noisily anticipating the arrival of Santa. Gradually, a sort of
calm was restored, and the children sat cross-legged on the
rugs, their shiny eyes dancing at the sight of the “throne” on
the stage. With a heavy heart, the lady-in-charge clapped her
hands, took a deep breath, and prepared to break the terribly
disappointing news to the children.
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At which point, the door to the hall swung inward in a swirl of
white, and with a swagger and a swing of a very heavy-
looking sack, in walked Santa!

Who he was the ladies did not know, but he had obvi-
ously been well briefed about his duties, for with a cheery
wave, and a regulation “Ho Ho Ho” he took his place on his
chair on the stage, and began to call the children, one by one,
by their first names, to come up and receive their presents.
And up they went, one by one, some at a gallop, some slowly
and shyly, some holding the hand of one of the ladies, until
every one of them had met Santa, and had been given a pre-
sent. It was such a success, and such a happy party, and every-
one was a little sad when Santa said he had to go, as he had
lots more presents to deliver.

Still, the happiness lasted the full time of the party,
and the children were still smiling and laughing when they
were collected by their parents.

It did not take the ladies long to clear away, and lock
up, and make their way to their cars, parked out of the way at
the back of the hall. There was much discussion as to who the
last minute Santa had been; some sort of thank you was richly
deserved.

As the last of the ladies’ cars pulled away, an errant
patch of snow was revealed, extending some way out onto the
grass of the recreation field. A double line of hoof prints led
away, between two parallel grooves; the tracks ended abruptly
half way across the snow.

From far away, beyond the low clouds, came the sug-
gestion of the tinkling of sleigh bells.....

Def

Dacorum Communitices for Learning

Adult Learning in Hemel Hempstead & Tring areas

Do you know anyone who has got or is getting a Computer,
Tablet/iPad or Smartphone for Christmas?

Dacorum Communities For Learning offers courses for com-
plete beginners starting week commencing 6th January 2014.
We also offer courses in the Microsoft Office Packages, Web-
site Design, Level 2 Food Hygiene & Safety, First Aid &
Safeguarding for Adults or Children for community organisa-
tions. We also offer Internet & E Mail, Skype, Facebook for
personal use, Social Media for Businesses, Charities or Clubs
& Digital Photography.

We Can also offer a range of leisure based courses including
Arts & Crafts. Watercolour Painting, Creative Writing, Lan-
guages - French, Spanish & German learning and learning

to play bridge.

Please contact Dacorum Communities For Learning on 01442
251930 or E Mail admin @dcfl.org.uk

More details about our courses can be found on our website
http://www.dcfl.org.uk/ Click on the courses & a short de-
scription will come about all the courses, click on the "Red
More Information" at the end of the description to bring up a
list of everything that will be covered on that course
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING

o CLUB

%? E:rl; Victory Hall, Long Marston.
Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs.

Any age - puppy through to pensioner.
Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.
Qualified instructors.

01296 668752 or 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk

Rase Gottage Kennels

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL
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Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given
to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!
Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.
Tel. (01296) 681306
Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett
PCSO Lee Clements
Fly-tipping reports

01707 354192
01707 354192

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787
Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577
Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410
Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463
Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society

David Severs 01296 661021
Wilstone St Cross

Vicar Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200
Churchwardens

Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Ken Martin 01442 822894
Puttenham St Mary’s

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170
Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Long Marston All Saints
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
Keyholder Carole Harrison

01442 822170
01296 668526

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council

Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Villages Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton

07973 786389

01296 662849

Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School

Abigail Livermore

07966 154570

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Ali Driver 01296 662482
Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke

0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Village News

Phil Buchi 01296 661339
Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush 01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272
WI

Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ...

To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles,
event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp @yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:
Thursday 23 January 2014.

You can read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Village News
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World Challenge 2013 by Heather Burch
Volcanoes and school-

work in Nicaragua

FOURTEEN of us including Miss Guy, Miss Gregson and I,
flew out from Heathrow on Monday 15th July 2013. After
spending nearly a whole day flying and waiting around in air-
ports we finally arrived at Managua international airport in
Nicaragua.

It was late at night when we arrived so we jumped straight
into our minibus and headed for our hostel in Granada. It was
unbearably hot in the hostel and I think I can speak for every-

one when I say it was the worst night's sleep we have ever
had. Whilst we were based in Granada we did our first trek as
a group when we visited the Mombacho reserve. It was one of
the most challenging treks we completed at it was a dangerous
path which was incredibly steep and slippery and there was
not always a path to follow.

After spending time in Granada we travelled to Lake Nica-

ragua
and
boarded
the ferry
to
Ometepe
Island
where
we did
our ac-

climatisation trek. We did a 10 hour trek up volcano Concep-
tion which was possibly the hardest yet most rewarding part of
world challenge. This trek made us realise how strong we
were as a team and just how well we could work together. As
areward we just went on a gentle trek to the waterfall on the
following day, we then spent the afternoon relaxing in the hos-
tel.

We then travelled back to Granada in order to begin our
community project. We were housed in the San Antonio
Quadra School just outside of Granada. We were based here
for 8 days. Whilst we were there we helped fix and paint their

fence and we gave the
younger classes English
% lessons. For me this was

e the most rewarding part of

community and just how
happy us being there was
making the children, who
otherwise didn’t have a
lot to be happy about. Whilst we were on the project all of our
meals were cooked for us by the local families so we were
able to try lots of Nicaraguan cuisine which did involve A
LOT of rice!

Once we had finished our community project we travelled
to Somoto in the north of Nicaragua to start our main trek. The
plan was to do 5 volcanoes in 5 days however we ended up
doing 8 volcanoes in 3 days! Unfortunately some of our team
members were ill and so we had to complete the trek without
them. Despite this we all really bonded as a team and we all
felt a huge sense of achievement by the end of it, it was a life
changing experience.

After completing the trek we travelled to Costa Rica for a

well earned break! Once we got to San Jose we began plan-
ning some trips out. We decided to go white water rafting
which was one of the most exciting things we did as a group
whilst on World Challenge. As our final trip out we all went to
San Jose zoo and had a lovely meal out in the evening. This
was a lovely way to end the trip as we all realised just how
close we had become over the month.

The morning of flying back to England arrived and we could
barely contain our excitement! The flight back to Dallas went
smoothly, however returning to Heathrow proved to be more
of a challenge. Just as we had boarded the plane a thunder-
storm began meaning we were unable to take off and so we
were stuck on the plane. Take off was delayed by 2 hours and
it couldn’t have come at a worse time as everyone just wanted
to get home to see their parents. 10 hours later we arrived back
at Heathrow and after what seemed like an eternity in baggage
reclaim we were reunited with our parents and our adventure
had come to an end. We all became best friends during the
month and I don’t doubt that we will stay friends forever now.

Village News
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100 editions of Village News since 2004 re-launch

Here's a selection of covers
from the last 10 years . plicn crat cragh
lands In willaga

THOUGH this magazine can trace its roots back to the 19th century, | ... == E
in 2004 it was re-launched in its present form as an independent |

free-to-every-home village magazine. Published 10 times each year,
we have reached our 100th edition in December 2013! Those princi-
pally responsible for the re-launch were Paul and Jane Lovis, Carole
Harrison and Colette Bernard. Since then this small group has
grown and we now have a larger team of editors, contributors,
proofreaders, distributors and administrators - every one a local vol-
unteer.

80% of the costs of printing the magazine are met from advertising
revenue. Many of our advertisers have been with us since the start,
e and we appreciate their loyalty. Other funding to balance the books
T4 - Appret skealth sus®see | has come from the regular contributions of our official sponsors:
mrind oo sunamestm!. | The Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society, The Put-
tenham Trust, Wilstone Village Hall Committee and Tring Rural
Parish Council. Their support has also enabled us to improve the
magazine with more pages, colour and glossy covers. But it is the
articles we get that make Village News worth the effort. A number
of regular correspondents are good enough to send us something
every month. Thank you! The editors always welcome more articles
and pictures, so please do send your contributions - no previous
experience required. We all appreciate the encouragement and sup-
port we have received from our readers over the last 10 years. It

makes it worthwhile.

2004 - 2013, anti-clockwise from top left:

e nn February 2004 First free edition delivered to every home in the
e Tring Rural villages. April 2005 Secret stealth sub spied. Decem-
ber 2008 Veterans remembered. March 2010 Rats sink the leaving
ship. May 2010 Hi de Hi glam rock. June 2011 Tribute to three
brave American airmen. May 2012 Showgirls seek disco dance
medals. September 2012 Summer of sport at the Long Marston
Show. April 2013 Alien craft crash lands in village. (Are you sure
about this? Ed.)

Yilvga Fleraw: Lang Seralon; r'ul.m'l'-ﬂ;,'.
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