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ACTS of Remembrance at both the Long Marston 

and Wilstone War Memorials were well attended 

on Sunday 13th November. An unusually pleasant 

and sunny morning made conditions a little easier 

than usual at these outdoor services as villagers 

gathered to remember those who fell in both world 

wars, and since. At Long Marston a service at All 

Saints was followed by a procession of Scouts, 

Cubs, Beavers and Brownies to the memorial 

where the act of Remembrance was conducted by 

Rev’d Jane Bannister. After the two-minutes si-

lence wreaths of poppies were laid by Scouts and 

Brownies, and by Cllr. Mike Tomlinson on behalf 

of the Parish Council. This was the first time that 

the new memorial to the US airmen was included 

since it was dedicated on 7th May this year. 

 

 Wreaths were laid at this memorial too, including 

a specially made wreath in the American style. The 

names of the four American airmen who died in the 

crash of the B-24 Liberator “Beast of Bourbon were 

read out with the names of those villagers who died 

in the conflicts. At the Wilstone War Memorial, 

after the names of those who gave their lives were 

read out, a wreath of poppies was laid by veteran Mr 

Ben Reeves, now age 92. Mr Reeves was this year 

awarded the Greek War Medal by the government of 

Greece for his part in the 1941 campaign. His new 

medal was worn in public for the first time. 

First act of Remembrance at the new memorial 

Brownies, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 

lead the procession from All Saints, 

Long Marston. (Picture: Village News) 

Wreaths laid out for the first time at 

the new memorial to the US airmen. 

Their names were read out.         
(Picture Village News) 

Flight Lieutenant Bel Smith, a serving RAF 

officer and Wilstone resident, and Mr Ben 

Reeves after attending the service at Wilstone. 

The Greek War Medal recently awarded to Mr 

Reeves is on the right of his medal group. Flt. 

Lt. Smith’s medal ribbons are: the NATO 

Medal (Kosovo) and the General Service Medal. 
(Picture: Village News)  

The Wilstone War Memorial. 
(Picture: Village News) 



 

Village News 

Page 2   December  2011  

 

 

Starring James McAvoy, Catherine Tate, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, James Corden, & Domenic Cooper  

Based on the book by David Nichols, also author of One Day, this is a comedy set in 1985; 
the story tells of the adventures of a student in his first year at Bristol University. A geeky gifted 
accumulator of knowledge, Brian has been a fan since childhood of University Challenge, with 
its infamous catchphrase -"Your starter for 10". Soon after arriving in Bristol, he seizes upon 
the opportunity to join Bristol's University Challenge team. He promptly falls for his glamorous 
team mate Alice, although we all know he may be more compatible with a counter culturalist 
friend, Rebecca. Brian finds himself caught between his new life, amongst the academic uni-
versity set, and his working-class family and friends in the seaside town of Southend-on- Sea. 

Friday December 16th 

      FRIDAY DECEMBER 16th 
      Tickets £6 

Available now from Wilstone Village Stores  & Meads Farm Shop 
Film will start at 8pm                   Licenced bar will open at 7.15pm 

 

starter for 10starter for 10  
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St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.  

 

27 November 

10.00am            All Saints Holy Communion and Sunday      

Club 

3.30pm               St Mary’s Evening Prayer  

                           Team Service 

4 December 

10.00am            All Saints Morning Prayer 

4.00pm              St Cross Messy Church 

6.00pm              St Cross Evening Prayer 

5 December (Monday) 

2.00pm              All Saints Toddler Worship 

11 December 

8.15am               St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am             All Saints Morning Prayer 

6.00pm               All Saints Evening Prayer 

18 December 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer and 

Sunday Club Nativity 

10.00am  St Cross Holy Communion 

3.30pm St Mary’s Carol Service 

19 December (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

24 December Christmas Eve 
4.00pm All Saints Crib Service 

7.00pm St Cross Carol Service 

11.30pm St Mary’s Holy Communion 

24 December Christmas Day 

10.00am All Saints Family Communion Service 

1 January           No services in villages 

10.00am St Peter & St Paul, Tring 

Holy Communion 

8 January 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

15 January 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

10.00am  St Cross Holy Communion 

16 January (Monday) 
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

22 January 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

and Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 

29 January Candlemas 
10.00am St John the Baptist, Aldbury 

Candlelit Team Communion 

 

Village News Church services 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Editor this month: John McCall 
 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Harriet Rogers. 
 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 
 

 

There is a plethora of events taking place this month, from 

Father Christmas coming to Wilstone to carols round the 

tree at Long Marston, which should give everybody the 

chance to get in the festive spirit. 

 

On a complimentary note, Village News came in the top 

5% (32nd out of 620 entries to be exact) in the National 

Parish Magazine Awards. So well done to all those in-

volved - especially those who have contributed articles 

whether factual or humourous -  because without you there 

would be no magazine. 

 

Having said that we “knead mor proof reeders”  to proof-

read two or three editions per year. Previous experience is 

not necessary and training will be given. So come on all 

you English aficionados - give us a call! 

 

The second edition of the pull-out VNX supplement aimed 

at our younger readers is in this issue. Congratulations to 

Harriet for producing such a professional publication. 

 

Finally, from all at Village News, we wish everyone a 

happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
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Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

 What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 21 November - Wilstone village hall. 

Times for mobile library Route 72 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly:  December 1st, 15th, 29th. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.00 to 11.20 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.25 to 11.55 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  12.50 to 13.15 

Puttenham (Church Lane)  13.20 to 13.45 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15 

Wilstone village shop opening hours are: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

. 

Saturday 3 December 

Maggie’s Christmas Cabaret Club. (Sold out.) 

Sunday 4 December 

Ashridge Christmas Fair. 10am - 4pm Visitor Centre.  

Thursday 8 December 
Father Christmas comes to Wilstone - 6pm. 

Saturday 10 December 

Christmas Crafts at All Saints - from 10am to 12 noon. 

Friday 16 December 

Wilstone film night. 

Monday 19 December 
Long Marston Tea and Craft Fair - 2.30pm to 5pm 

Tuesday 27  December  

Ashridge Christmas walk. 10am - noon. £4.  

Monday 9 January 

Long Marston Dog Training Classes 

Saturday 4 February 

Tambourine Jerk at Wilstone Village Hall - 7.45pm to 11pm 

Saturday 4 February 

Tring Rural Big Tidy up - 10am to 12noon 

 

Your local event details can be included here for free. Just 

email details to the editor. See page 3. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and 

events by visiting   www.lmcc.org.uk  

Father Christmas 
is coming to  

Wilstone 
Thursday 8th December 

Father Christmas will be leaving the Village Hall at 6pm 
with his Elves (aka The Brownies) and will be visiting... 
Grange Road, New Road, Tring Road, The Mill and 
Chapel Fields and more... 
 
They will be collecting donations and proceeds will be  
divided between the Brownies and Iain Rennie. 

LONG MARSTON VILLAGE SPIRIT 

TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA & CRAFT 

FAIR 

MONDAY 19 DECEMBER 2.30PM - 5PM 

We are trying something new in the village, and would like you all 

(if you can) to join us.  We have invited craft stall holders to bring 

their wares for you to view and buy if you wish, a great opportunity 

for those last minute cards and Christmas gifts.   Father Christmas 

will be there waiting to meet all the children and give each of them a 

small gift (no charge). 

 

Afternoon tea (sandwich, cake and drink – of choice) is included in 

the entrance fee; extra refreshments will be available. 

There will be a swap table (for all ages). Bring along what you 

would like to swap (if too large, bring necessary information).  Label 

each item with desired replacement or sell price. 

You can try your luck with the raffle and lolly-pop dip stalls, and 

have a chance to buy one of the very popular homemade cakes. 

We look forward to seeing you all. 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

MESSY CHRISTINGLE ! 
St Cross,Wilstone 

 

 DECEMBER 4th 4 - 6 P.M. 
 

 

Make your own Christingle  

and other advent and Christmas activities. 

Followed by a Christingle celebration and tea.  

Live @ Wilstone Village Hall 

Sat 4th Feb 2012 7.45-11.00pm  
 

For one night only Tambourine 

Jerk will be rocking out the vil-

lage hall with 40 of the best pop 

and rock cover songs from the 

last six decades of music. 

 

Their set will take you on a sonic 

journey from fifties Rock ‘n’ Roll 

right through to 21st Century pop 

classics.  From The Beatles to 

Bowie, The Rolling Stones to 

Snow Patrol, Neil Diamond to the 

Kings of Leon.  There is some-

thing for everyone from disillu-

sioned teenagers to silver surfers! 

 

Tickets go on sale 1st December 

from the village shop priced at 

£7.00 each.  There will be a li-

censed bar on the night. 

The Wilstone Shop at Christmas 

Have you had a chance yet to pop in and see our great 
range of Christmas items?  We have homemade 
Christmas puddings and mincemeat, gift bags and 
wrapping paper, scented candles, various trinkets and 
boxes of chocolates. For that personal touch, we still 
have some stock of the Wilstone Calendar and our 
special Wilstone Christmas card – but do hurry, they 
are selling fast!  Plus there’s still time to place your 
order for turkeys, geese, capons, ham and Aylesbury 
ducks - all from our acclaimed Chesham breeder.  All 
of these will be available for collection from the shop 
on Christmas Eve. 
 
We would also be delighted to take your orders for 
bread, both plain or speciality, or indeed anything else 
that will help to make your Christmas just that little bit 
easier. 
 
The shop opening times over Christmas are: 
 
Christmas Eve: 7.30am–1pm – paper delivery as 
normal 
Christmas Day:                    Closed 
Boxing Day:                    Closed 
Tuesday 27th December:    Closed – paper delivery as 
normal 
Wednesday 28th December:9am - midday 
Thursday 29th December:   9am - midday 
New Year’s Eve:       9am - midday 
New Year’s Day:       7.30am - 1pm 
Sunday 2nd January:       8am – midday 
Monday 3rd January:       Closed 
 
Paper deliveries will be made as normal over the 
holiday period but if paper customers are planning to 
be away, Liz would be grateful to know as soon as 
possible. 
 
It’s been a pleasure to serve all our customers during 
2011, and Liz, Ron and the volunteers wish each and 
everyone of you a very happy and safe 2012. 
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Tring Parish Men’s Society          by Leslie Barker 

IAIN RENNIE HOSPICE AT HOME 

Robert Breakwell began by saying that he was no longer 

Chief Executive of Iain Rennie Hospice at Home, but of a 

larger organisation, having recently merged with Grove 

House, based in St Albans which offered complementary 

services. After a voluntary collaboration the next step was to 

formally join forces. 

 

But to return to the beginning, Robert gave a brief history. 

It began in 1985 when a young man diagnosed with a brain 

tumour wanted to leave hospital. His wife Moira found five 

nurses willing to help care for him at home. In hospital he 

was expected to live only days, but lived for eleven weeks 

with his family. 

 

Moira founded the Hospice at Home service with those five 

volunteer nurses offering 24/7 care 365 days a year. Other 

hospices have residential units based at hospitals, but the Iain 

Rennie Hospice takes its services to people at home. 

But it does have some buildings – the two shops you will be 

familiar with on Tring High Street, but also twelve other 

shops in the Chilterns area, three offices and a lock up ga-

rage. 

Last year it celebrated its 25th anniversary and has a wide 

range of services. In particular the 24 hour call out service 

now has a dedicated team with their own car based in Tring.  

Iain Rennie covers GP practices, with whom they work 

closely, in the Chilterns area, and as some people do not live 

near their GPs, some calls are to further afield, and now in-

clude as far as St. Albans, having merged with Grove House. 

The full range of services now includes specialist clinics, 

care for carers, and bereavement counselling.  Surprisingly it 

includes helping those who have recovered from their illness 

- they sometimes find it difficult to return to a normal life. 

  

All this costs money. £6 million pounds is required this year, 

of which £600,000 comes from the 14 shops, 10% from the 

NHS, and the rest from donations, (trusts, other organisations 

and individuals) and from sponsored events, like the local 

equivalent of the Three Peaks Race. 

 

Robert finished by showing a short film, made last year, in 

which patients and carers share how much the Iain Rennie 

Hospice at Home had helped them. 

For the complete story and more information visit  and 

www.irhh.org and www.grove-house.org  

       

MEN’S SOCIETY BREAKFAST - UPDATE 

 We will experiment with a Men’s Breakfast Meeting (open 

to all men)on Saturday 18 February in the Parish Hall, Tring. 

To give the meeting additional purpose it will be a fund rais-

ing event for the charity being supported at the time by the 

Mission Committee – ENRYCH, which is the new name for 

Ryder- Cheshire Volunteers. 

Tickets will cost £5 and will soon be available.  

      

Long Marston Population Set to 

Soar                               by our Housing Correspondent 

Local residents fear that a pilot scheme to increase the num-

ber of residents in Long Marston by ‘a substantial amount’ 

may make the proposed development of Dean’s Farm fade 

into insignificance.  

 

In fact, if the council approve plans based on the trial, there 

may not be any need for any new housing either in Long Mar-

ston or, for that matter, anywhere in the UK. 

  

The pilot scheme, codenamed Hornblower, was run by a local 

man – known only as Mr. B – and 238 of his friends. What he 

has shown is that it is actually possible to fit, at a squeeze, 

238 people into a modest three-bedroom house, along with 

himself, his wife, two cooks, and enough delicious food and 

drink to keep them all happy well into the small hours. “Mr. 

B is a genius,” exclaimed an excited spokesman. “These find-

ings show that we could increase the population of Long Mar-

ston to over 20,000, virtually overnight without the need to 

build a single house; this would solve the area’s housing 

problems in one fell swoop.” Mr. B commented later that “If I 

were to have 238 people living permanently in my home, I 

think I would probably need to clear out the garage and invest 

in a portaloo.” 

We knead mor proof 

reeders 

IF you spotted that all is not quite right with this head-

line, you’re just the person we are looking for to help us 

keep Village News in good shape. We would like to re-

cruit more volunteers to join our panel of proof readers. 

These good folk are the unsung heroes of the publishing 

world as they save hapless editors from sending loads of 

irritating errors to the printer. They make a huge differ-

ence to the magazine. 

 

Each member of our panel proof-reads two or three edi-

tions per year on dates agreed in advance. Previous ex-

perience is not necessary and we give training. If you 

have an eye for detail and an interest in English “as it 

should be writ”, please join the team and help provide 

this valuable service to our readers. Call Phil Buchi on 

01296 661339 to have a chat about it. 
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AWJW SERVICES 
All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  

Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  

& Harrowing  

Grass cutting - domestic, public,  

commercial areas 
 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 

Tel: 01296 668977   

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

 

 
Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 

New inquiries welcome. 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

SUPERIOR STANDARD  

 
ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED  

LOCALLY FOR OVER 18 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 

 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinj.keable@virgin.net 

News from All Saints  by Carole Harrison 

 
 

Quiz Night update. 

 A fantastic sum of £800 was raised. A big thank you 

to everyone who came, to Toby our question master, 

John our scorer, Jane who took over the running of the 

evening and to Huw for his catering skills. A huge suc-

cess and enjoyed by all – so I heard! 

 

Christmas 
 We do hope you will be able to join us at one or more 

of our services over Christmas. 

Sunday Club Nativity – 10am 18th December, not to be 

missed. 

Crib Service - 4pm Christmas Eve. Come early as the 

Church fills quickly for this popular service. 

Christmas Day – 10am Family Communion, a service 

for all. 

Don’t forget Social afternoon Tuesday 20th December 

2 – 3pm Carols and mince pies. 

 

17th January will be our first Social Afternoon of 2012. 

 

A Happy Christmas to you all from All Saints. 

 

News from Long Marston and 

Puttenham WI      by Lynn Foster 

At our meeting in November we held the one formal meeting 

of the year, our ‘Annual Meeting’.  Reports were given by the 

Treasurer, Secretary and President and an election held to 

elect a new President. Tellers came from Cheddington WI to 

ensure the voting was fair and to count the votes, and Lynn 

Foster was duly elected to serve as President for another year.  

Formalities over, we then had a wonderful recital from Chris 

Shepheard, who read us poetry and prose. He read various 

works from Tudor times until the 20th century, telling about 

the writers and explaining the use of language and the mean-

ing of the text.  As usual our evening rounded off with teas, 

coffee and cake. 

The programme for next year has been planned and looks 

varied and interesting.  Something for everyone!  We have 

quite a few ‘Open Meetings’ that anyone (male or female) 

can come to.  These include: in February, Rusty Goffe,  a 

dwarf actor who has appeared in many films.  In March we 

are having a talk on Country Superstitions and in April a 

demonstration of bobbin lace.  There is a talk on fashion, fab-

rics and furniture in September and in October John Noakes 

is talking about and showing slides on the Gardens of Sweden 

and their Ancient Waterways.  

Our meetings are advertised in the Village News and posters 

are displayed around the villages.  If you would like to come 

along, please do, we’d love to see you.  
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

 *Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

 

250 High Street North 
Dunstable 
Beds 
LU6 1BE 

 

Phone : 01582 472526 

Mobile : 07958 377463 
Email : D.Kane1@sky.com 
 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 

PLASTERING SERVICES 
30 Years Experience In All Aspects Of Plastering 

Render Specialist 
No Job Too Big Or Small! 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

all ovens hobs and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 0788 4058795 
 

PO Box 903   Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Help with the digital switchover                                                        By Katharine Sexton  

Digital switchover is coming to much of Hertfordshire in 
April 2012, and if you are still watching analogue TV 
(five channels or fewer) on any of your sets, you need 
to convert them to digital. 
 
 Virtually any existing TV can be converted using a 
Freeview box, a digital satellite service or digital cable. 
Many people’s equipment is already compatible and 
will just need re-tuning at the time of switchover. 
  
Do you know someone in your area who might need a 
helping hand switching to digital TV?  
 
We are looking for people in our communities  
who can help spread the message and support people 
to take advantage of the Help Scheme. Contact Emily 
Butterworth at CDA for Herts if you are interested in 
helping us in your area on; 
Emily.Butterworth@cdaforherts.org.uk or 01707 
695517.  
 
For more information about the switchover, and a post-
code checker to see exactly which areas are affected, 
visit www.digitaluk.co.uk or call  08456 50 50 50. 

 
For further information on the Switchover Help Scheme 
visit www.helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800 40 85 900. 
Textphone users can call 0800 40 85 936. 
 
For older and disabled viewers who may find making 
the switch difficult, the BBC-run Switchover Help 
Scheme is at hand to provide everything you need to 
switch one TV set to digital. People are eligible for the 
Help Scheme if they are; 

• aged 75 or over, or 

• Registered blind or partially sighted or 

• Receiving Disability Allowance or Attendance or 
Constant Attendance Allowance or mobility Sup-
plement, or 

• Living in a care home (for 6 months or more). 
 
The scheme can provide and install easy to use equip-
ment to switch one TV. Most people will be asked to 
pay £40 towards the service but it can be free for those 
who receive certain income related benefits. 
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All Hens On Deck                                                                                                      by Andy Ashwell 

I am pretty sure that winter is approaching: not because 

Christmas decorations are appearing everywhere; nor 

that I have discovered how to read a calendar; nor even 

because Florence keeps singing ditties from her 

school’s Christmas show. My amazing insight comes 

simply from measuring how often and how much con-

densation has to be wiped off the bedroom windows 

every morning: none – warm outside; loads – cold out-

side. 

 

I have taken to using Florence’s old muzzies (horrible, 

muslin, sucking-cloth-comforters used by many small 

children) which are perfect for absorbing dribble from 

teething toddlers and hence ideal for wiping away the 

condensation from our dripping windows. I have found 

that the easiest way to measure 

the amount of condensation is 

not to try and wring the muzzy 

dry but to weigh it instead. 

Conveniently, 1g of water = 

1ml of water, but if you are 

thinking of doing this yourself, 

don’t forget to allow for the 

weight of the dry muzzy. If you 

don’t have access to a muzzy, 

other cloths are available but 

may not be as effective. 

 

Last winter, just after I had 

weighed a saturated, record-

breaking (205ml) muzzy and 

was enthusing about it to a 

somewhat bewildered Florence, Anna (the long-

suffering wife) suggested that instead of wasting my 

time weighing bits of wet rag, I should use it more con-

structively to investigate getting some proper, double-

glazed windows. Of course, during the warmer (?) sum-

mer months we only get the occasional condensation-

affected mornings, so all thoughts of double-glazing 

had completely slipped my mind. And now, of course, 

it’s too damp and chilly to start changing windows. 

 

The great thing about my condensation-measuring 

method is that I don’t have to go outside to do my 

weather forecasting: 0ml = ahh, lovely; 200ml = brrr, 

chilly. Unfortunately, because our three chickens don’t 

like being cooped up after dawn, I still have to go out 

and release them regardless of how much water I have 

collected. 

 

Regarding our chickens, things have moved on a bit 

since I last wrote about them: they are still laying well 

– egg number 247 today – and maintaining good pro-

gress in their ultimate goal to totally destroy my garden 

borders. I have had to put chicken-wire around the gar-

den perimeter because Mandy, Florence’s cheeky bird, 

discovered how to squeeze through the fence and into 

the field behind. Of course, once I’d finished fitting the 

chicken-wire, she took to flying instead. Molly soon 

followed and when I spotted Millie preparing to launch 

into her maiden flight, I decided that radical action was 

required. 

 

A quick search of the internet revealed how to clip 

chickens’ wings – or just one wing so that they fly in 

circles. So out came the scissors and with a few quick 

snips, our three rooky-aeronauts were swiftly grounded. 

Well, not quite. Mandy still managed to fly onto the top 

of the fence with one and a 

half wings. However, a sec-

ond, more severe clip seems 

to have finally put an end to 

her airborne antics. 

 

Other than obliterated bor-

ders, the only other downside 

to letting chickens roam 

around the garden is the inor-

dinate amount of poo that 

they manage to deposit every-

where. I have now taken to 

routinely flicking it into the 

hedge using one of Florence’s 

beach spades. The flexible 

plastic blade gives a very ef-

fective flick which sometimes works so well that the 

pooey projectile gets catapulted clear over the fence 

and plops down onto the middle of next-door’s lawn. 

I’m hoping that when they spot one of the wayward 

missiles they’ll simply assume that it’s due to Canada 

geese. If not, I’ll have to do a bit of apologising and 

might even have to pacify them with a few eggs. 

 

So, as winter sets in for real and my window-wiping 

chores step up a gear, I feel that I should really try to 

find a use for all the condensation that I collect but 

presently throw away; it is, after all, just distilled water 

(plus trace-amounts of Florence’s saliva from the 

muzzy). However, I can only think of two uses for dis-

tilled water: topping up car batteries and filling steam-

irons. As car batteries are all sealed-units these days 

and a new iron costs £3.99, I think I’ll just have to stick 

to using it as an indication of the outside temperature 

and hence as a guide to what to wear when going to 

release the chickens. 
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Explosive times 
I’M sure the months are getting shorter. It must be all those 

bombs being found in the canal. What is going on? Appar-

ently a man found one, laid it on the side of the canal and 

called the police. “Could you put it in your car and bring it in 

to the police station?” Er... I think the man made the right 

decision. He is still with us. I was having a cup of tea with 

Teresa when the first one was blown up by the Army Bomb 

Squad. “Whatever was that?” was our reaction. I tried to find 

a British Waterways workman to gain information: no one in 

sight! 

 

There was more excitement on 11th November: the event at 

the Farm Shop. The weather this year was much kinder. Evan 

and Matt Kempster - who expertly directed the traffic in the 

car park - kept dry. The only way I can judge how things are 

going is to count the cars parked; over 40 at one time. The 

exhibitors come from far and wide. The chocolate sauce was 

from the other side of Bedford, for instance. There were one 

or two grumbles: “Why hasn’t Chris got his joint of beef?” 

He could have caught the beast, but he was very proud of his 

sauté potatoes cooked in rapeseed oil with the added chilli. 

The after-burn caught quite a few out. It has become quite a 

social event; old friends meeting up over mulled wine and 

tastings. The marquee didn’t get blown away and was left up 

for the weekend coffee drinkers, but the weather was so 

sunny it could have come down.  Jenny, Simon and Chris 

were well pleased and thank everyone who supported the 

event. 

 

A week before the food fair we celebrated Simon’s 50th at 

their bonfire and fireworks. It was good to see cousins from 

Devon and Cornwall, and our friends who moved from The 

Barns to Gerrards Cross. Paul and Joy read Village News on 

the internet. I find that worrying. Around here the odd spell-

ing mistake is forgiven, but Gerrards Cross?  Now, does Ger-

rard’s Cross have an apostroffy? Who was Gerrard and his 

cross? You see the state I’m in? I’m sorry Editor, but it’s got 

to be right! 

 

This log delivery man has been quieter this autumn. Last 

year I was struggling through snow. It has been so mild. But 

I did see a small flock of fieldfares this week. It used to be 

thought they came ahead of oncoming cold weather. One 

thing is certain, there are plenty of hawthorn berries for these 

winter visitors. We’re waiting for a lorry to pick up this 

year’s barley crop. It has passed all the tests and is going for 

malting. We always struggled to qualify. Well done to the 

gang this year. I’ll have a drink to that. 

 

Farmers can be a bit bitchy! They are known to look over 

hedges as they travel along. Well the other day, in my van, I 

just glanced for a moment and noticed some bare strips of 

drilled wheat in a field to the north of Cheddington. Perhaps 

they are for wild oats? This is the trouble with all these 

trimmed hedges - we can all see what’s going on. The drill 

man has an answer, but it can’t be repeated here. 

 

Young Ben Reeves has a wartime tale to tell. What an adven-

ture! There is a film there, with the man himself in the lead. 

His after-war tales could make a sequel. It could go on... 

“War and Peace”, etc.  

 

The cabaret night is looming up and I hope a good evening is 

had by one and all. 

 

No 63 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

I think the best starting point is the bottom right hand square, you should be 
able to complete this and then you are on your own.  
  Solution page 26 

Village News in top 5% of 

parish magazines 

Paul Orsborn, the Awards co-ordinator, announced that 
the results of the 2011 National Parish Magazine 
Awards have at last been finalised, and, as ever, the 
standard was very high mainly due to the larger number 
of entries this year. 
 
Out of 620 entries the Village News Magazine for Put-
tenham, Wilstone, Long Marston and Gubblecote 
achieved 32nd in the Awards. 
 
The overall winner was the Markyate Monthly from Hert-
fordshire. 
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JAZZERCISE 2012 – New Classes                                     by Keri Donnellan 

New Jazzercise dance-fitness classes will open in the Milton 

Keynes area and in Wilstone near Tring the week of Monday 

9 January 2012. Jazzercise instructor Keri Donnellan has 

added the classes to accommodate new participants and to 

provide current ones with a greater choice of convenient class 

times. 

  

The new classes will take place at: 

Wilstone Village Hall - Low Impact Class – Tuesday 

6.00 p.m. 

Wavendon Gate Pavilion, Milton Keynes – Wednesday 

9.45 a.m. and Saturday 9.30 a.m. 

 

(for the full class schedule – see website for details) 

 

“I’m excited about the growth of Jazzercise,” said Keri.  

“Jazzercise offers a unique blend of fitness and jazz dance 

that many have discovered is a lot of fun. The new classes 

will just make it easier for participants to enjoy a workout 

where and when it’s convenient for them. For a fun way to 

see what Jazzercise is all about, why not join us at our Open 

House Charity Fundraiser taking place on Tuesday 10 January 

at 7.30pm at Goldfield Infants School, Tring. Admission will 

cost £2 and there will be a raffle on the night to raise money 

for Goldfields School - a fantastic local cause. There will also 

be special offers for new customers at the event who want to 

join us on a regular basis.” 

 

The 60-minute regular Jazzercise class includes a warm-up, 

high-energy aerobic routines, muscle-toning and a cool-down 

stretch segment. Jazzercise combines elements of dance, re-

sistance training, Pilates, yoga, kick-boxing and more to cre-

ate programs for people of every age and fitness level. 

 

The new Low Impact class offers people fitness that's invigo-

rating, not intimidating! This 60-minute class pairs moderate 

aerobics with exercises designed to improve your strength, 

balance, and flexibility. Whether you're a senior, newcomer, 

pregnant, or prefer low impact, you can't go wrong with this 

popular light version of the original Jazzercise programme. 

Jazzexercise offers a unique blend of cardio fitness, dance, 

strength training and stretch that is a lot of fun. With classes 

running weekday mornings and evenings and Saturday morn-

ings there really is something, somewhere for everybody.  

 

If you want to find your nearest class, go to 

www.jazzclass.co.uk  www.facebook.com/

JazzerciseBucksBedsHerts, or email Keri at jazzer-

cise1@hotmail.co.uk or call her on 07900 987230.  
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

 

CHILTERN CHIMNEYS 
Local Professional Clean Efficient  

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLATION / SERVICE 
Certificates Issued for House Insurance 

Chimney Pots and Cowls Fitted – Firebacks Replaced 

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

  

 WOODBURNERS 

FITTED AND SERVICED 

 

Call Steve Jackson on 

Tring (01442) 890041 

07947 757309 

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting        by Phil Buchi 

Logs 
Mixed seasoned logs for sale 

 
Toyota pick-up size load 

 
Full load £80      Half load £45 

 
 

Phone Richard 07831 120879 

No money for new swings 
 

REPLACING the worn-out swings at the Long Marston rec-

reation ground will cost £2,100, Councillors learned at their 

November meeting. This may not seem a huge sum but it’s a 

big chunk of the Parish Council’s annual budget and there is 

no money in the kitty to pay for it this year.  

 

The swings failed their safety ‘MoT’ because of damage to 

the horizontal beam and have had to be placed off-limits. The 

beam only could be replaced for £500, but this was not con-

sidered a good investment as the rest of the structure was 

nearing the end if its life anyway. The Parish Council re-

solved that the swings must be replaced, but how to find the 

money was a problem. The sum could be added to next 

year’s budget, but that would mean that the village precept 

(tax) that householders pay with their Council Tax would 

have to rise. Hmm. A better plan, they agreed, would be to 

see if a special grant could be obtained to pay for the work. 

Applications will be made forthwith.  

 

I am tempted to suggest that, in the meantime, what the chil-

dren have lost on the swings, they could make up on the 

roundabout - but that would be to make light of a serious 

matter, so better not. 

 

Arla dairy liaison group 
 

Arla Foods are to set up a liaison group to communicate di-

rectly with communities affected by the development of 

Europe’s biggest milk processing plant at Aston Clinton. 

Planning permission was granted for the mega dairy last 

month and work is expected to start shortly. Tring Rural Par-

ish Council have nominated Cllr. Nick Murrell to join the 

group and he will attend the meetings. 
 

Gubblecote plans revised 
 

The plans to build 26 new homes at the Dean’s Farm Eggs 

site at Gubblecote have been revised after objections about 

land drainage from the Environment Agency. Planning offi-

cers at Dacorum have said that the changes are not substan-

tial, and the housing scheme itsself is not affected. The Par-

ish Council had no objections to the original plans, which 

also had a wide measure of support from local residents. It is 

expected that the final plans will be presented to Dacorum’s 

Development Control Committee for a decision in Decem-

ber. (Application number: 4/01352/11/MFA.) 
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Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207 

One vacancy 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council Website: 

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Locksmith 

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk 

380287 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Christmas trees are safe from 
the (budget) axe 
 

The annual grants of £35 each towards the provision of Christ-

mas trees at Wilstone and Long Marston will be made this year 

in spite of the world’s financial problems. This was a budgeted 

item, and Councillors had no hesitation in approving the grants. 

The trees are provided by the village hall committees of Wil-

stone and Long Marston and very nice they are too. The 

cheques are in the post. 

 

Tring Rural Parish Council 
 

Notice of a vacancy on the Parish Council 
 

There is a vacancy on the Tring Rural Parish Council follow-
ing the resignation of a Councillor. Villagers who would like 
to express an interest in joining the Council are invited to 
contact the Clerk in writing by 16th December 2011. 
 
Dawn Slade, Clerk to the Council, 
Miswell Farm,  
Icknield Way,  
Tring, HP23 4JT.  
clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 
Tel: 01442 824138 
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Village News Extra 

 

On Sunday the 13th of November the annual Remembrance Service was held in 

Long Marston, at the ceremony were the 

Cubs, Beavers and Scouts, as well as the 1st 

Long Marston and Wilstone Brownies. All the 

Brownies were quite clear with what Remem-

brance day was all about, “We’re here to re-

member those who died”, said one. “It’s im-

portant, because they gave their lives for 

us”, others added. All in all it was a lovely 

ceremony and all those who gave their lives 

for us are greatly remembered.  

This Remembrance Day was particularly spe-

cial as it was the 11/11/11, which will not hap-

pen again for 100 years! 

Village News Extra! 

Edited By Harriet Rogers 

In this 

Edition... 

HELLO! Welcome to the second edition of VNX! In 

case you missed my first edition, VNX is a new supple-

ment for the Village News aimed at a younger audience. 

With the help of some local young contributors I have 

edited a new, fresh and exciting twist on the Village 

News. 

In this festive edition of VNX you will find everything 

from Remembrance to football stars!  

Merry Christmas– and enjoy the magazine! 

1st Long Marston and Wilstone 

Brownies laying a wreath at the Long 

Marston War Memorial.  

Hello from the 

Editor 

 

Long Marston 

Memorial service 

 

Cinderella Panto! 

 

Father Christ-

mas is coming to 

town 

 

Sports Star of 

the Month 

 

Furry Tails 

 

Project Ghana 

Adventure 

 

VNX reviews: 

Arthur     

Christmas 

15 

 

 

15 

 

 

15 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

18 

We’re here to remember those who died 

CINDERELLA 
Have you ever wondered why there 

are so many people at the Wilstone 

Village Hall every Sunday morning? 

It’s the cast of the Chuckles Panto-

mime rehearsing for Cinderella. I 

would highly recommend to see this 

show– especially as I am performing 

in it! It’s a great family show with 

some audience sing-a-long too! The 

director ,Nick Russon, is also local and you are sure to rec-

ognise some friends! The show is running from 30th Decem-

ber—8th January, visit courttheatre.co.uk for bookings. 

Father Christmas 
Is Coming To 

Wilstone 
Thursday 8th December 

Father Christmas will be leaving the Village Hall at 
6pm with his Elves (aka the Brownies) and will be 
visiting… Grange Road, New Road, Tring Road, The 
Mill and Chapel Fields and more… 
They will be collecting donations and proceeds will be 
divided between The Brownies and Iain Rennie 
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Extra 

 

BILLY’S ON THE BALL  
Local Boy Billy Jeffery is this month’s sports star! Billy’s football has gone from 

strength to strength and he is now playing for the Arsenal Development Squad. He 

currently trains at the prestigious Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre at Marlow in 

Buckinghamshire. 

When did you start playing football? 

I started playing football at a club when I was an Under 7. 

 

Which clubs you have trained at and played for? 

I have played for Tring Tornadoes until I was in the  Under 16's where we then 

merged with Tring Athletic to form the second youth team at the club. I then went 

to Watford development centre from 2007-2011, followed by QPR development 

squad that then led into Arsenal Development Squad. 

 

Which Club do you play for now? 

I am currently on a 2 year scholarship at Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre for 

FAB academy and I am also playing for my local team, Tring Athletic youth at Week-

ends.  

 

How did you get into Bisham Abbey? 

When I was playing at the Watford development centre my team and I got asked to 

play against FAB at Bisham Abbey, we unfortunately lost 7-1, however I was asked 

by a friend of mine in the FAB team to come and train with them on a Saturday 

morning and the coaches allowed me to join and within 2 training sessions they asked 

me to be a part of a 25 man squad on a 2 year scholarship, which came at a surprise 

as there were people who had been at FAB for a long time and they didn't get in!  

 

Have you met anyone famous while you’ve been playing football? 

I have met Michael Essien and Michael Ballack whilst on a Chelsea residential at Cob-

ham, this was great as I am a huge Chelsea fan and I am a season ticket holder at 

Stamford Bridge. Also, when I was playing for Tring Tornadoes U11's Paul Merson 

was watching our game! 

 

What is your favourite part of playing football?  

I admire all aspects of the game and it is impossible to pick just one! As I love play-

ing, watching and coaching. 

 

Who’s your football Hero?  

I base my performance on the Chelsea and England captain John Terry as he is a 

born leader and I would say my style of playing is just like his and one day hopefully 

I can achieve my dream and play at the highest level and be like him!  

The Scholarship Team Kit 

The Arsenal Development 

squad-Billy was the top goal 

scorer! 

Billy playing for the Watford 

Development Squad against 

their academy at Vicarage 

Road 

Do you know a local Sports Star you’d like to nominate for next month’s edition? Please email 

your nominations to editorwlmp@yahoo.com marked for Harriet at VNX– Thank You! 
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Village News Extra 

 

If your pet has access to a computer, then get them to send in their ’Furry Tail’ to editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

marked for the attention of Harriet at VNX.  Don’t forget to include a cute photo too! 

Hi my name is Lola; I’m a black Labrador I was born just outside Long Marston about 8 years ago. My mum, 

Molly, still lives there and I often see my brothers 

and sisters knocking around the villages of Wilstone 

and Long Marston. I’m closest to my brothers Henry 

and Reg; Henry is a golden prince and Reg is a black 

beauty (much like me). Henry lives in Gubblecote and 

Reg lives in Long Marston; we often see each other 

and love to play like we did in the old days. I abso-

lutely love food, especially my favourite turkey gib-

lets at Christmas and laying on cushions in front of 

the fire with my owners stroking my tummy. 

  Two litters later came Ferdie, my half brother… 

Hi I’m Prince Ferdinand, but my friends call me Fer-

die (you can too). I’m 3 years old and live in Wilstone 

with my family. I love living here, running through 

the fields, swimming in the canal and chasing my ball (my absolute favourite FYI) and also doing a bit of litter 

picking! I get very jealous of my big sister Lola when she gets a bigger fuss than me! My ambitions for the fu-

ture include catching a live rabbit (I’ve already caught 15 dead ones) and dating the love of my life, Ebony the 

labradoodle.    

Woof woof, I’m Eddie. In the summer holidays I moved home to the 

Lovis’s in Wilstone. I am now 5 months old and loving life, especially 

jumping up, chasing the cats and stealing anything I can get my paws on.  

I have a big garden to run around in and an even bigger field just 

across the road. 

The Lovis’s have started taking me to puppy training classes. I don’t 

think I need them but I think that they do! But it is good fun and I 

would advise it for any other dog who needs to train their owners. So 

far I have learned ‘sit’, ‘down’, walking to heel (which I am particularly 

good at) and I should be moving on to back flips next! The Lovis’s are 

now well trained in how to give treats, and I ‘accidentally’ forget some 

things in order to train them further in this skill.  

I am sorry to all of you who I have jumped up at, especially the little 

old lady who was standing at the edge of the reservoir – I knew I was-

n’t going to knock her in, but I think I caused some panic amongst the 

Lovis’s – they obviously need more training!! 

EDUCATING EDDIE 

DOUBLE TROUBLE! 

Eddie looking hopeful! 

Sibling fun in the snow! 
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Village News Extra 

 

VNX Reviews…          Arthur Christmas 

Arthur Christmas is a new exciting version of how Santa Clause delivers presents to the children 

on Christmas Eve, using high-tech gadgets and super-smart elves. Grandsanta, Steve and even 

Santa have forgotten what Christmas really means, all apart from the bright spark of the fam-

ily-Arthur. 

When Santa, on his Super S1 sleigh, forgets to deliver presents to one single child, he doesn’t care! But Ar-

thur to the rescue! As he is the only one who cares, off he sets on Eve with Grandsanta, 

Bryony, the old battered reindeer, and the eight fit and healthy reindeers; Dasher, Dancer, 

Prancer, Bambi, Dave, You with the white ear, You, and You. 

On their journey the team get a bit lost. They lose quite a few of their reindeers, end up in 

Africa surrounded by a herd of angry lions and, canoeing across the Atlantic Ocean when 

they lose their sleigh in the darkness of the night. But then Arthur flies up using the magic 

dust Grandsanta provides him, and grabs hold of the sleigh whilst it’s going at 40,000mph. 

The rest you have to find out yourself! 

 

I would rate the film 4 stars. Some parts would appeal to younger children, and some parts would appeal to 

older children, so it was a good mix and had some very funny jokes. A great film to see before Christmas! 

I would rate the film 4/5 stars!                                                           

 

 

Review by Daisy Fermont, 12, Wilstone 

If you’ve got a film, book, CD or App that you’d like to share with our readers please send your review to  

editorwlmp@yahoo.com marked for the attention of Harriet at VNX Reviews. Thank you! 

If you have enjoyed reading this edition of VNX then pull out these centre pages and pass them on to any 

other  members of your family who you think may enjoy them too!  

A big thank you to all this month’s contributors– I was hoping for some more pets this month so please send in 

yours for the next edition which will be the February magazine! 

I would like to finish this edition by wishing you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Harrie
t :)  

Hi, my name is James Lovis, I am going to Ghana in July for two weeks with World Challenge to do 

some work within a rural community and some trekking. Project Ghana offers scope for us to un-

dertake sustainable community and environmental project work; supporting local Ghanaian initia-

tives with the possibility of maintaining links with these schools or local communities upon our re-

turn. The type of project depends on the community’s needs at the time but we might help build 

basic amenities in remote villages, renovate classrooms or work in wildlife sanctuaries.                

In order to do this I have to raise £1,700. To achieve this I am trying to get babysitting jobs –you may remember 

seeing my advert in last month’s magazine and I am doing a sponsored abseil in March. You will see me at the Cabaret 

Evening on 3rd December with Robbie Cogger where we will be washing up to raise funds. However, this isn’t going to 

raise it all, so if you have any other ideas or have any jobs I can help you with please contact me on 01442827193! 

Project Ghana Adventure 
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Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Marsworth Pre-School, held at Marsworth Millennium Hall, is a very 
popular & successful village pre-school with an outstanding reputa-
tion, which attracts children from the village & surrounding area. 
 

A fun & educational place to play & learn. Open to children aged 21/2 
to 5 years. A warm, caring environment with a high Ofsted rating 
 

Opening Times:  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Morning Session:- 9.00am - 11.30am 
Lunch Club:- 11.30am - 12.30pm 

Afternoon Session:- 12.30pm - 3.00pm 
 

For further information, details of funding, session availability or to 
arrange a visit, please call 07506 179658 or visit our website 

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk  

Pre-school News                                                                      by Lindsay Armitage 

The build-up to Christmas is always very exciting at 

pre-school and it was lovely to see so many pre-school 

children and their families at the LM School Christmas 

fair on Saturday 12th November. It certainly was a busy 

event with many treats to be had and Pre-school were 

lucky enough to raise some extra funds with our face 

painting and tattoo stall. Thank you to everyone who 

helped out on the day!  

 

Rehearsals for the Pre-school Nativity are under way 

and many Christmas craft activities are being planned. 

We will end the term with our Christmas party on Fri-

day 16th December. 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Bags-2-

School collection last month. We had a huge pile of 

blue bags so we look forward to finding out exactly 

how much money we have raised! 

 

Pre-school has a storage unit with sliding “school” 

trays/drawers looking for a new home! If anyone could 

make use of them please call Teresa on 07925 185 311 

or call into Pre-school and take a look. 

 

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long 

Marston every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

from 9.00am - 12pm during term time, with lunch clubs 

on Tuesday and Friday until 1.30pm.  We welcome all 

children aged between 2½ and 5. 

 

 If you would like to know more about Pre-School or 

wish to put your child’s name on our waiting list, 

please contact either Teresa Giddings, Pre-school 

leader, on 07925 185311 (during Pre-school hours) or 

our chairperson, Lindsay Armitage, on 01296 661017. 

 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group: 10-11.30am on 

Wednesday mornings (term time) at Victory Hall, Long 

Marston. £2.00 per child (50p per additional child over 

1 year). Everyone welcome. For more information, ring 

Ali Driver 01296 662482. 
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

Are you interested in learning to drive?   

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your  

driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours  

then just £23 per hour! 
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition,  

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 

If you are interested please visit my website 

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

Seaton’s Catering 
E s t a b lis h e d  1 9 9 0  

 

W e  c a t e r  f o r  a ll o c c a s io n s  

w o r k i n g  l u n c h e s  -  b u f f e t s  -  p a r t i e s — w e d d in g s   

a n d  o t h e r  f a m ily  e v e n t s .  
 

P le a s e  c a ll  t o  o r d e r  d is c u s s  y o u r  m e n u  
 

t e l 0 1 2 9 6  6 3 0 2 7 9 /72 0 45 9  

s e a t o n s c a t e r in g .c o .u k  

e m a il: s e a t o n s c a t e r in g @ h o t m a il.c o .u k  

“A  fiv e  s t a r  h y g i e n e  r a t in g  ”  

Paul Brown Re-upholstery 
 

Specialists in modern, antique & deep buttoning. 
Loose covers & curtains. 

French polishing. 
All types of repairs. 

Wide choice of fabrics. 
Remnants & DIY supplies. 

Est. over 30 years. 
 

01296 631510 
 

got_it_covered@hotmail.com 
2 New Road, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5JD. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site  

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

  Recipe of the month                         by Anna Ashwell 

Eve’s Pudding  

This is a classic pudding that, once again, uses 

some of those free apples that you might have col-

lected recently. In place of the apples you can use 

peaches, plums or rhubarb instead. 

 

Ingredients: 
 

2 large cooking apples, peeled, cored and 

roughly chopped 

4 heaped teaspoons Demerara sugar 

1 vanilla pod, scored lengthwise and seeds 

removed 

125g (4½ oz) butter 

125g (4½ oz) caster sugar 

2 large free-range eggs 

125g (4½ oz) self-raising flour 

Method: 
 

Preheat the oven to 180ºC/350ºF/gas 4. 

Put the apples in a saucepan with the Demerara 

sugar, the vanilla seeds and 4 tablespoons of water. 

Simmer for 5 minutes and then place into a well-

greased and lightly floured ovenproof dish or bowl. 

Beat together the butter, caster sugar and eggs until 

light and fluffy. 

Add the flour, mix thoroughly and spread over the 

apples. 

Bake in the preheated oven for 45 minutes. 

Remove from the oven and serve hot with custard 

or ice-cream. 
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From the Rectory                    by Rev’d Jane Banister 

What will be different about Christmas this year? 

According to Kirstie Allsop, we should be giving each other 

homemade chutneys and jams this year, decorating our homes 

with lovingly crafted items, and appliquéing everything 

within sight with red gingham birds.  This will apparently 

give us a more genuine Christmas in this age of austerity.  

The Tesco magazine recommends that to keep the feeling of 

Christmas going throughout the year, we should join a pub 

quiz team.  I’m all for that, but I am a little lost why that 

makes life more Christmassy.  In fact, the only tip I am going 

to try this year is to make a wreath out of Brussels sprouts.  It 

looked great in the picture and as I hate eating them, it 

seemed the best option.  So if you ever come to the Rectory at 

the end of January and see this mess of chicken wire and 

mouldy vegetables on the door, you will know what hap-

pened. 

 

Every magazine you look at will have tips for this time of 

year, and interestingly, going to church is rarely one of them.  

Sometimes they recommend going to a carol service, but that 

is not the norm.  So I would like to give you a few tips of my 

own for getting more out of Christmas this year. 

 

Make the most of Advent.  It begins on Sunday 27th No-

vember this year, although I know all the calen-

dars and candles start on  1st December.  There 

are four Sundays in Advent and we use them to 

remember all those who went before us and kept 

the faith; all those who spoke out for the truth 

even when it was unpopular; John the Baptist 

who baptised his cousin Jesus; and Mary, the 

mother of Jesus.  Maybe even sign up on 

www.livethechallenge.co.uk (look it up to find 

out more!) 

 

Join the travelling crib list (contact me for more informa-

tion).  Several crib sets go round the parish in 

Advent, and when they are delivered, a candle is 

lit and prayers are said. This is not something 

that is just for children -  almost the opposite, as 

it reminds us that the Christmas story is about 

journeys, fear of the unknown and homeless-

ness, as well as the birth of a much loved child. 

 

If you come to church this Christmas – and we would 

love to see you – see if you can bring someone 

else with you.  There are lots of people living on 

their own, or who don’t like going out on their 

own.  They may say no, but at least you asked. 

 

Remember that Christmas lasts for at least 12 days, until 

Epiphany, when we celebrate the Wise Men 

visiting Jesus and recognising Him as someone 

so important.  The only ritual we have in Britain 

for that day is taking down the decorations (if 

you left them until then) and that is a bit de-

pressing, so maybe it is a time to set up a tra-

dition of your own to celebrate.  You could 

even try saving the last present for that day, as 

a reminder of the gifts brought to the Christ 

child. 

 

And if you really want to party, then Christmas can go 

on for 40 days until the Feast of Candlemass 

at the beginning of February, when we start to 

turn towards Lent and Easter.  That truly 

shows us how to keep the Christmas feeling 

going. 

 

So there you are – lots of handy tips and not a pickle or 

handcrafted angel among them. 

 

“When the song of the angels is stilled 

When the star in the sky is gone 

When the kings and princes are home 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, to heal the broken 

To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, 

To make music in the heart.”   

     H. Thurman 

 

 

May the hope of Advent, the joy of Christmas, and the awe 

of Epiphany live in your hearts now and always. 

 

With love 

Jane Banister 

Do you remember me?           By Nina 

If you remember this 

loving young pup 

from the “Tales from 

Tringford Farm”  

then you must turn to 

page 31 for the latest 

news. But beware - 

have your handker-

chief ready -  as, de-

spite all his travels   

not everything is as 

you may want it to 

be.  
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We are a local company offering 

 landscaping services to villages in and 

around Long Marston. 
 

Garden Design 

Construction  

Maintenance. 
 

Tel 01525 222227 

 Mob 07773723236 
 

Call now for a free 

 no obligation quotation 
 

 www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk  

Charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 

 

have pleasure in hosting a talk and a demonstration by the 

 

MEDICAL DETECTION 

DOGS CHARITY 
on Monday 9th January 2012, 8pm. 

 

 At Victory Hall, Long Marston. 

All are welcome.  

Tea, coffee and cake will be provided. 

 

We ask for a donation of at least £2.50 per person. 

All monies raised will go direct to the charity. 
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Supported by the Puttenham Trust 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, PUTTENHAM 
 

C A R O L   S E R V I C E 
SUNDAY 18th DECEMBER 3.30 p.m. 

 

A traditional service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
With the Ridgeway Chorale 

The service will be followed by hot Puttenham punch, mince Pies and sausage rolls. 
---------------------------- 

Decorating the church in readiness for this service and Christmas will take place on Saturday, 17th December from 
10a.m. If you have any items of greenery, do please bring them along and join us.  We always manage to stop for 
a very seasonal “elevenses” and you will be most welcome. 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham 
 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 

11.30p.m. Saturday 24th December 
 

BCP communion service with carols 
(If you do not wish to receive communion, you are still welcome at the altar for a Christmas blessing.) 

“Thank You… 
… to everyone who has contributed, in any way, to the life of St.Mary’s Church.  The cleaning, the flowers, the as-

sorted and many jobs that require doing during the year.  Particular thanks to Margaret and David Kelland, Sheila 

Barron, Liz Josling, Pat Jackson, Ernestine and Oliver Matthews, Eunice Hall,  Helen Keable, Audrey Clay, Ali 

Driver.                                                                                                             John Barron & Christine Rutter  (Churchwardens) 

 

If you would like to join our team helpers for cleaning/flowers, etc., please contact Christine (01296 668337).  As there 

are generally only two services per month, the task is not onerous , and you will be made very welcome.  

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 
 

Available to hire for meetings and celebratory events.  £16 per hour (including set-up and clear-down time).  Fully 

equipped kitchen), good car parking facilities.  Ring Christine: 01296 668337 for viewing and booking. 

 

Weddings -  We can offer a complete package with St.Mary’s for the religious service, an attractive churchyard for the 

photographs and Cecilia Hall within the churchyard for your reception.  A very attractive venue for an intimate country 

wedding situated within the Puttenham fields. 

DON’T FORGET TO COLLECT YOUR COMPOST from the grass verge just 

along the track by Cecilia Hall.  Please remember to bring your own spade and compost bag. 

We wish you all a very peaceful Christmas, and a happy and prosperous New Year. 
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                   If you shop at amazon.co.uk 
 

you could help 
 

Wilstone Village Hall 
 

raise money by going to amazon via the Hall’s 

own website. 
 

Go to www.wilstonevillagehall.org or Google ‘Wilstone Vil-

lage Hall’  then follow the link . 

 

Click the ‘amazon’ link at the right-hand end of the top menu. 

The normal amazon website will open in a new browser win-

dow. Make your purchases as usual; you don’t have to do 

anything differently. It will only take you a couple of seconds 

extra, won’t cost you a penny and you won’t see any differ-

ence while you’re on amazon but 

 

amazon will give the Hall 5% commission 

on every item you buy 
 

So please do this EVERY TIME you go to Amazon 

 

Thanks in advance for your support ! 

Another perfect Poo- Poster 

 

This poster was produced by Ella Fordham at Long Mar-

ston School for Tring Rural Parish Council 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 0788 4058795 
 

  PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

Local family business with over 25 years experience! Our main 

priority is our customer satisfaction and ensuring we provide the 

best service possible, specialising in: 

- Coving 

- Covering artex ceilings 

- Skimming ceilings & walls 

- Rendering 

- Pebble dashing 

- Dry lining 

- Basic plumbing 

For a free quote call Tracey on 01442 768998 or 07521 971688  

Email: petertraceyblake@googlemail.com 

Visit us online at: tpbplasterers.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Festive gifts and Food for all the family 

 

Christmas trees and Holly 

wreaths here 28th November.  

Christmas hampers to order. 

Orders also being taken now for 

fruit, veg and meat. 
 

Always a big selection of quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 

Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 

Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 

I am a responsible 14 year old boy and I am trying to raise 
money for a world challenge trip to Ghana.  On this trip I 
will be mainly doing community work for the local  
people e.g. helping build a house or school.  
My prices are £5 per hour and £6 per hour after midnight. 

If you are interested please 
call me on 

01442 827193 

Sudoku solution No 63 Friends of Ashridge        by Ann Lang 

It can't be nearly winter already, surely?! Well, it is, and 

to prove it, here are dates for Friends of Ashridge events 

coming up before the New Year. 

 

First up, the annual 'Ashridge at Christmas' fair is on 

Sunday 4 December from 10am to 4pm. It's a similar 

formula to previous years with lots of choice of original 

gifts and all things seasonal from local craftspeople, 

producers and suppliers but (of course!) bigger and even 

better. The National Trust shop and the Brownlow Cafe 

will be open all day and there will be lots of other op-

portunities to have an al fresco lunch.). Entrance is free, 

with plenty of parking close to the Visitor Centre, 

Monument Drive, Ringshall, HP4 1LX. 

 

Just after Christmas, on Tuesday 27 December, the an-

nual Christmas Walk is just the start the family needs to 

a fitter 2012 - well, it's more a stroll, really, and finishes 

with mince pies and mulled wine or a soft drink which 

does undo the good done a bit... It starts at 10am and 

finishes at 12 noon, at the NT Visitor Centre. Cost is 

held at £4 for FoA members, £5 other adults and £3 un-

der 16s. Booking is essential on 01442 851227 but do it 

soon as the walk gets fully booked every year. 



 

Village News 

 December  2011  Page 27  

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

Call John Byrom  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 
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Bill Wyman’s Rhythm Kings at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre  

                                                                                                                                              Review by J.J. Flash                        

THIRTY EIGHT venues in three months! 

Good grief! The pensioners’ bus passes must 

have been put to good use on this ‘Back in the 

UK Tour 2011’. They must really enjoy their 

work to put up with all that. Now that we 

have the new Waterside Theatre we have the 

opportunity to see fine acts like this in   

Aylesbury. What a fantastic line up Bill 

Wyman put together for this tour. A nine-

piece band and guest star Mary Wilson of the 

Supremes too. It would be worth seeing any 

one of these master musicians in concert. I 

last saw Georgie Fame some thirty years ago, 

yet his voice is exactly the same. His battered 

Hammond organ looked as if it had com-

pleted a thousand tours, and still sounded 

great. Piano player Geraint Watkins once 

played accordion for an unlikely South London Louisiana 

swamp band - the Balham Alligators. (I know, I was there; 

got the CD.) Lead guitar genius Albert Lee seems to have 

played with almost everyone in the business, and all mem-

bers of the band demonstrated that they were great soloists in 

their own right. 
 

A mixture of blues, rock and country - with some Motown 

thrown in for Mary Wilson - made up a programme to de-

light music fans. Bill Wyman was his 

affable unruffled self, keeping mostly in 

the background with his famous bass gui-

tar - as he always did - though the frantic 

pace of some numbers did make him work 

a little harder than he might have liked. 

The full line up was: Bill Wyman (bass), 

Georgie Fame (Hammond), Albert Lee 

(guitar), Terry Taylor (guitar), Geraint 

Watkins (keyboards), Graham Broad 

(drums), Frank Mead (sax), Nick Payn 

(sax), Beverly Skeete (vocals) and Mary 

Wilson of the Supremes. 
 

No surprise then that the theatre was full. 

If members of the band were not showing 

their age, the audience perhaps was. 

Maybe a new theatre needs time to establish its enthusiastic 

regulars. A great evening’s music at a splendid venue. 

Missed it? If you’re quick you may catch them at the Co-

losseum, Watford on Friday 2nd December - the final en-

gagement of this tour. If the band is new to you and you want 

to hear for yourself, they have released quite a few CDs. A 

suitable start might be ‘Bill Wyman’s Rhythm Kings - Best 

Of’, REP 5148, which offers 21 tracks for £7.99 at hmv.com. 

 

Allotment News     by Jane Waterhouse 

 

Wilstone Allotment Association has now received a draft 

copy of a lease that meets the needs of both Tring Charities 

and the WAA. There are just a few areas to be clarified and 

discussed and then we will be able to sign it and start to lay 

out the allotments. We are hoping that this will be achieved in 

the next few weeks, and have suggested to Tring Charities a 

lease start date of January 1st. 

 

So, while one area of work – paperwork and bureaucracy – 

gets less, the hard labour gets greater! Although the County 

Council have cleared some of Rosebarn Lane it still needs a 

good prune back to allow for a small amount of vehicles 

through for deliveries of equipment to the allotments. 

 

This work will start from the first weekend in December the 

3rd and 4th  weather permitting!  I suggest that people meet in 

the lane for work at 11.00am, and just do a couple of hours at 

a time, doing the same each weekend until the lane is cleared 

enough for vehicular access. I know that not all of you will be 

able to make some of the dates, especially all you Cabaret 

artistes, but by doing it little by little I hope the work will be 

spread out among many people. 

Any help by anyone would be much appreciated. Please bring 

along suitable tools and remember we are all individually 

responsible for our own safety. There is no insurance cover !! 

 

Tring Rural’s Big 

Tidy up – Saturday 

4th February 2012 

 
 
Our annual Parish litterpick will 

take place on Saturday 4th February 2012, from 

10am-12, weather permitting.  Please dress warmly 

and come along to Wilstone or Long Marston vil-

lage hall and pick up your tabards, bags and litter 

pickers and help us beat last year’s total of 36 bags! 

 

Once again, our event has been registered with 

‘The Big Tidy Up’ national campaign, so the num-

ber of bags we manage to collect can be added to 

the ‘tidy up-ometer’ on their website: 

www.thebigtidyup.org 

 

Please put this date in your diary and contact Abby 

Fermont on 01442 825352 if you would like further 

details. 
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

 A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around: 

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome. 

 

 Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

L O N G  M A R STO N  D O G  TR A IN IN G  

C L U B  
V ic t o r y  H a ll, L o n g  M a r s t o n . 

L o n g  e s t a b lis h e d  f r ie n d ly  

c lu b , c a t e r in g  f o r  a ll 

d o g s . A n y  a g e — p u p p y  t h r o u g h  t o   

p e n s io n e r . 
 

K e n n e l C lu b  G o o d  C it ize n  D o g  Sc h e m e  o f f e r e d .    

Q u a lif ie d  in s t r u c t o r s . 

0 1 2 9 6  6 6 875 2   o r  0 1 9 0 8 5 0 2 2 72  
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  

Home from home  

dog sitting  
Give  your dog a lovely holiday in 10 

acres of beautiful countryside for a 

day or longer. They will be walked 

regularly and cared for like one of 

the family! 

A pre-visit is a must as I have 2 friendly dogs who need to 

give their approval, sorry  we are unable to take small 

dogs. 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit please call 

Ruth on 01296 660445 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

Discounts for early booking 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are  

enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome. 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 

 
French GCSE’s? 

Do you need a boost for school exams? 

 Individual or small groups  

Tailored to suit your needs 

 

For more information contact: 

Linda Ellis on 01296 661128 or email:  

linda@lcf.nildram.co.uk 
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  Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Stephen Hunneysett          0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Thomas Montgomery  0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham   01296 668088   

Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

John Kaye  01296 662975 

Wilstone St. Cross: 
Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall             01442 851200 

Churchwarden 

Andrew Minter  01442 823605 

Puttenham St Mary’s: 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                       01442 822170 

Churchwardens 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 

Rev’d Jane Banister              01442 822170 

Keyholder 

Carole Harrison                      01296 668526            

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021  

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Lindsay Armitage                   01296 661017 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Ali Driver                               01296 662482 

Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School                 01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 020 7219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

Women’s Institute 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Editorial contributions, articles, event notices, news 

and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:  

Wednesday 18th January 2012.  
(We don’t publish an edition in January.) 

 

You can read Village News on line at:  

   

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Eulogy for Ed the Prairie Dog                   by Wally Braginton 

Edward, or Ed as he was known to his friends and aquaint-

ances, has 'popped his clogs' as the saying goes, in his new 

home on the Prairies of Alberta, Canada. He passed away 

peacefully in his sleep at the ripe old age of 17 years. He will 

be remembered by  Village News readers as the narrator of 

the 'Tales from Tringford Farm' series of stories, about his 

friends on the farm and his letters from the prairies as the 

'Prairie Dog'. 

 

Ed was born into the 

equestrian life, starting 

out in a show jumping 

yard, where he soon learnt 

the art of dribbling a foot-

ball, while playing with 

the stable lads. As for his 

early life, he spent that in 

and around the horse box 

at County shows or on his 

way to shows, in which he 

survived two crashes, one 

of which totaled the lorry. 

At the shows his main 

love was attending the 

Burger Van, joining the 

queue to cadge tit-bits. 

More than once, when it 

was time for home and he 

was missing, he could be 

found at the Burger Van. 

He had lots of friends in 

the lorry park. They used 

to go round in a gang of 

terriers, getting up to mischief. If there was a scuffle you 

could be sure he started it, but they all knew which lorry to 

return to when it mattered. He did once find his way down to 

the main arena at Hickstead, all by himself, not very popular 

on that day with all the TV coverage. More than once he had 

to be removed from the ring at smaller shows, with an-

nouncements over the P.A. "would the groom for Simon 

Davis please come and remove their dog from the ring". Eve-

ryone knew which lorry he came from.  

 

The highlight of his show career was being introduced to 

HRH Princess Anne at the Windsor show. Their lorries were 

parked next to one another so, as usual, all new neighbours 

had to be checked out. Another of his traits was to sit in the 

middle of a group of people who might be discussing a sub-

ject. He would sit there gazing at them as if he was part of 

the discussion and taking in every word that was said. 

When his days on the circuit were over he settled down to 

village life, making his headquarters at Paddock Cottage, 

quite often in the winter creeping into Inga's lounge and 

stretching out in front of the fire -  he did like his home com-

forts. It was from this time that he became known around the 

village, from his wanderings and his sentinel position sitting 

in the middle of the entrance drive to Paddock Cottage. 

Many the time people that knew him would tell him to 'go 

off home'. He was also filmed in his sentinel position by a 

crew shooting for one of the property programmes on TV 

You never knew just where he would crop up.  

 

His favourite game at this time in life was once again with a 

ball, but smaller, a tennis ball. It would be rolled down the 

bank of the stream with a push of the nose and with a rush he 

would be off down the steps at the side of the stream to re-

cover the ball as it 

floated along on 

the current. The 

same trick was 

repeated with 

Inga's pond but, 

when he couldn't 

reach it because of 

the sheer sides, it 

would be a series 

of sharp barks for 

somebody to res-

cue it for him. Oc-

casionally it would 

be a case of rescu-

ing him when he 

had jumped in 

after it and could-

n't climb out. But 

this didn't stop him 

repeating the exer-

cise time and time 

again, only to be 

rescued time and 

time again. 

 

Then came the day that his mistress announced that she was 

off to live in Canada, taking Miss Nina, Ed and Alfie his 

border terrier companion with her. The flight across the At-

lantic and the vast country of Canada was a comfortable pe-

riod of nine hours for Ed and Alfie in their personal flight 

kennel in a pressurised cargo hold beneath the flight deck of 

the aircraft. Upon their release at Calgary, Ed was out of the 

kennel in a flash, barking and greeting one and all as if it was 

an everyday event in his life.  

 

They all soon settled to their remote life on the west prairies 

of Alberta, with plenty of their own land to explore, chasing 

and catching gophers of which there are plenty. Ed experi-

enced two very hard, snowy winters, when his lack of leg 

length stranded him in snow drifts very quickly, again to be 

rescued on demand. After the first few timeshe decided that, 

apart from essentials, winter should be passed asleep on the 

sofa. 

 

He will be sadly missed and the house will be forever quieter 

without his demanding voice asking for attention in some 

form, usually food. 

Memorial to Ed                                                       (Picture: Helen Braginton) 
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Supported by the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society 

Police promotion 

WE offer our congratu-

lations to regular Vil-

lage News correspon-

dent PCSO Thomas 

Montgomery of Herts 

Police, who has been 

accepted for training as 

a Police Constable and 

will be leaving us 

shortly. Tom has made 

himself well known in 

the villages as a member 

of the neighbourhood 

policing team and has 

had numerous articles 

published on these 

pages. We thank him for 

his contribution to the 

community and wish him well in his future career.  

 Festive farm shop is a firm favourite  

NOW a firm favourite in the 

village social calendar, the P. 

E. Mead & Sons farm shop 

Christmas food fair this year 

had the added feature of not 

being staged during a tropical 

storm. Last year we were pre-

vented from leaving by high 

winds, torrential rain, and a 

flooded car park. (Perhaps a 

cunning plan? Ed.) A fine, 

almost balmy, evening was laid 

on this year to encourage a 

good turnout. Organiser Jenny Mead was able to look positively tran-

quil as everything seemed to go well.  It took a long time to perambu-

late among the piled-high counters, partly because it was crowded and 

we wanted to see everything, and also because many chats were nec-

essary on the way around. The tills were busy too. Did some come 

around twice for another free drink at the entrance? Surely not! 

Festive foods at the farm shop. 
                                 ( Picture: Village News) 

PCSO Tom Montgomery 
(Picture: Village News)  

 

VILLAGE VIEW                                 BY JOHN PAINTER 

Dawn over Wilstone Reservoir. The picture was taken on 11th December 2005. John is reasonably sure as the plume of 

smoke is from the Buncefield explosion! 


