
 

  Village News 

THE service at All Saints Church, Long 
Marston, was very well attended by the 
Scouts, Brownies, Beavers and Cubs from 
our villages.  After a short communion ser-
vice in church, where Rev’d Jane Bannister 
officiated, there was a procession led by the 
Scouts to the war memorial for the two min-
utes silence.  Wreaths were laid by Mr M 
Tomlinson, Chairman of Tring  Rural Parish 
Council, the Scouts and the Brownies.  Kate 
Biden laid a wooden cross in memory of 
Private G H Dean of the Essex Regiment.  
Private Dean died of his injuries received in 
1918, just after 

the First World War ended, so is not named on the memorial.  
He was a local man and is buried in All Saints churchyard. 
 

Over £77 was collected during the service - this goes to the 
Royal British Legion poppy fund.  Many thanks to our young 
people and all who attended the service for your generous do-
nations. 
 

Earlier that morning at the Wilstone war memorial, retired 
clergyman Rev’d John Proctor led villagers in the service of 
remembrance and two minutes silence.  The wreath was laid by 
Ben Reeves, who served in North Africa and Italy. 

New pitch next year!     by our sports editor 
£10,000 grant from Football Foundation 
 

THE Football Foundation have 
confirmed that they will pay 
£10,000 towards the cost of a new 
pitch for Long Marston FC at the 
council owned recreation ground 
behind Victory Hall. 
 

Peter Lee, Chief Executive of the 
Football Foundation welcomed 
this latest funding boost: “We 
warmly congratulate the club for 
their hard work and dedication in 
securing this award. Grass roots 
football is the lifeblood of the 
game in this country which is why 
it is vital that projects such as this 
now have the benefit of Founda-
tion cash.”    
 

 Tring Rural parish council will 
contribute a further £5,000 to meet 
the costs of the works, estimated at £15,000 in total.  The work will be carried out in 2006.   
Continued on page 3 
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IN the last few days winter is suddenly upon us again 
and we can look forward to log fires, roast chestnuts and 
all those good things that make up for all else that winter 
may bring. Maybe I will be able to get my skates out of 
the loft and try my luck on the canal, perhaps not, I think 
I’ll just reserve them for the next jumble sale. That re-
minds me just how well our villages do when it comes to 
charity events  they get tremendous support. There are 
several running in the next few weeks, so check your 
diaries. 
 

Santa came early for Long Marston FC, well done to all 
those  who have put in so much effort  and work to 
achieve this goal. Let’s hope the teams can be as suc-
cessful! 
 

This is the time of the year when we think of all those 
distant family  members and friends who have moved 
away, or even abroad. They too can read ‘Village News’ 
on the internet at www.wilstone.me.uk   
 

Well we have a bumper edition this time with plenty of 
colour, some good news items, all the old favourites, and 
an extra page of What’s On, to keep us occupied.  
 
The editor and the whole of the Village News team 
wish all our readers a Happy Christmas and a Prosper-
ous New Year . 
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Worship in the Villages Village News 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing 
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by  Express Printing  
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  

Deadline for items for our next edition 
(February) is Thursday 19th January 2006. 

We do not publish a January edition. 

Church Services  
at 

St. Mary’s Puttenham  
St. Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 
 

4 December  
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

11 December 
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
10.00am  All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 
 

18 December  
10.00am St Cross Nativity 
10.00am  All Saints Sunday Club Nativity 
3.30pm St Mary’s Carols 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

 24 December Christmas Eve 
4.00pm All Saints Crib Service with  

Bishop of St Albans 
6.30pm St Cross Carols 
11.30pm St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

25 December Christmas Day 
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship 
10.00am All Saints Family Communion 
 

1 January New Years Day 
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

8 January 
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 
 

15 January  
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

22 January  
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 
 

29 January  
10.00am St John the Baptist, Aldbury  

St Cross Church, Wilstone. 
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New pitch next year! Continued from page1 

The extensive work will involve remov-
ing the top few feet of the undulating 
ground, and then relaying the soil back to 
create an even surface.  New grass will 
then be laid on top.  At present players 
have to traverse the steep slopes left by 
the ancient strip farming system - the old 
strips run the length of the field, and were 
grassed over  - probably 200 years ago.  
The dips and drops in the playing surface 
can cause players to stumble, and do little 
to promote good football.  The pitch no 
longer meets today’s standards and some-
thing needed to be done.  
 

This good news for LMFC is the culmi-
nation of 3 year’s hard work by club sec-
retary and treasurer Daphne Bateman.  
Throughout that time she has steered the 
project through countless meetings, com-
mittees, official bodies and the mountains 
of paperwork that these things seem to 
require.  The task of getting funding for 
the work was more complex than it might appear because 
the football club do not own the ground.   This made it diffi-
cult to get funding from the official FA organisation, the 
Football Foundation. But with the support of the parish 
council, a joint funding arrangement has been agreed.  
 

LMFC has an impressive history going back 100 years, and 
this year achieved the accolade of receiving the FA Charter.   
They have 2 senior teams, both playing in the Aylesbury 

and District League; the first team are 
currently second in the Premier Division, 
and the reserves play in the First Division.  
First team player/manager Nobby King, 
and reserves manager Peter Young both 
have long associations with the club.  
George King assists with coaching and 
Alan Winfield runs the line.  Daphne 
Bateman started helping with the half-
time teas when she was 14, and that began 
a lifetime interest in local football.  
LMFC has survived while many other 
local clubs have folded, and they have 48 
members this season.  One of the big 
benefits of the pitch improvement is that 
the club will be able to form junior sides 
(11- 16 years).  The present surface is 
considered unsuitable for young players.  
Daphne thinks that all the effort was 

worth it to ensure the future of the club.  
She said: “When these things stop, they 
don’t start again.  Continuity is vital”. 

 

In approving the arrangements for funding Cllr Mike 
Tomlinson, Chairman of the Parish Council, said that this 
was an excellent result not only for the club, but for the 
whole community too.  “It shows that we can work together 
and get the right result, which will be of great benefit not 
just today but for the future too.  The grant is a tribute to 
club members have worked long and hard for it, and is also 
a step forward in implementing the Parish Plan,” he added. 

 

THE Office of Fair Trading  (OFT) has extended the clos-
ing date for responses to its preliminary ruling that it would 
not intervene to remove ‘unfair’ trading clauses in a new 
contract for sub-post offices.  Pressure from the trade asso-
ciation Postmaster Network and protests from sub-
postmasters around the country has resulted in a rethink.  
We previously reported (Village News, November 2005) the 
view of local sub-postmistress Jenni Corsby that the new 
contract placed an unreasonable restriction on her business, 
by preventing her offering any services which the Post Of-
fice deemed to be in competition with themselves.  This 
would include dealing with new postal service operators, 
for example.   
 

Celebrity MP Anne Widdecombe agrees the new contract 
proposals are unfair.  She used an adjournment debate in the 
House of Commons on 2nd November to cite the case of 
the village Post Office at Sutton Valence in Kent, where she 
lives.  It had survived while others had closed, she said,  
because the sub-postmaster “...has been full of every last 
initiative.  It has a flourishing retail business that sells eve-
rything from woolly jumpers to pencils.” (Hansard.)  In an 
eloquent essay on the benefits to the rural community, she 
went on to say that the Post Office Ltd should not place 
obstacles in the way of keeping these businesses operating.  
They were already struggling with the removal of benefits 

Anne Widdecombe to the rescue! 
and pensions work.  “Not only has 
the postmaster lost the commission 
that he would have got for distribut-
ing those benefits, but because peo-
ple no longer go to the post office to 
collect their pension, or whatever it may be, they are not 
there to buy other services”, she continued. “The throughput 
of customers has drastically decreased and most sub-
postmasters cannot make a living simply from the revenue 
they receive from the Post Office.” 
 

Trade and Industry Minister Barry Gardiner, replying, ac-
knowledged that the OFT case was to continue, but in con-
sequence had to say that he was “...precluded from saying 
almost anything interesting about the specific matter she has 
raised.”  Nevertheless, he went on to say lots, agreeing that 
finding the way forward for rural sub-post offices was diffi-
cult for many reasons, not just the changes in benefits pay-
ments.  Because of this the government had agreed to con-
tinue a £150 million a year subsidy for rural post offices 
until 2008, while solutions to the problem were tested and 
debated. 
 

Whatever the final outcome, there is no doubt that we vote 
with our feet in this matter.  At least part of the solution is 
therefore in our own hands.  Perhaps we should consider 
voting more often. 

Club secretary Daphe Bateman and 
player/manager Nobby King 
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 What’s on... 
Diary dates……. 
 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  
The public are welcome to attend all these meetings. 
 

Wednesday 18  January, Wilstone village hall. 
 

 
Saturday 26 November 
Christmas Bazaar at Long Marston village hall, 2-4pm. 
Sunday 27 November 
6.15pm Panto auditions for children. 
7.00pm Panto meeting for adults.  LM village hall. 
Tuesday 29 November 
Long Marston village hall AGM. 8pm. All welcome. 
Saturday 10th December 
Coffee Morning St Cross Wilstone 10am to 12 noon  
In aid of Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter 
Saturday 10th December All Saints Long Marston 
Children’s Activity Morning 10am-12.30 see page 8 
Saturday 10th December Village Hall Long Marston 
Children’s Christmas Party 5 –7.30pm see page8 
Saturday 10th December 
A Concert of Christmas Music  

Wilstone Village Hall Committee present... 
 

Elvis Extravaganza 3 
 

A whole evening of  
entertainment at  
Wilstone village hall 
starting with comedy 
vocalist Alvin Print-
whistle followed by the 
ultimate Elvis tribute. 

 
 

Friday 17th February 2006 
8pm. (Bring your own drinks.) 

 
Tickets £10 — on sale 1st December  

from Wilstone village shop and  
Jill Walker (01442) 827891. 

All profits to charity. 
Tickets limited, so get yours now! 

 
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

‘CAROLS ROUND 
THE TREE’ 

Join us for mulled wine, mince pies  
& orange squash… and maybe   
Father Christmas will drop in 
with a few sweets for the 
children…  
so, DON'T MISS IT! 
 

7pm, TUESDAY  
20th DECEMBER 2005 

 

LONG MARSTON CHRISTMAS TREE 
(By the War Memorial) 

 
 
 
 

 
LONG MARSTON & PUTTENHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The L M & P Horticultural Society is pleased to announce: 
 

Tickets will be on sale for  
THE LONG MARSTON PANTOMIME: 

 

ROBIN HOOD & THE BABES 
IN THE WOOD  

by Neil Gurney 
 

        At Long Marston Village Hall on  
Saturday, 21 January from 11am to 12 noon 

        After which they will be available from: 
 

The Boot in Long Marston  
and Wilstone Village Shop 

Pantomime performances will take place  
at Long Marston Village Hall on: 

 

Thursday, 16th February at 8pm 
Friday, 17th February at 8pm 

Saturday, 18th February at 2.30pm & 8pm 
 

Adults: £6, Senior Citizens: £4, Children: £3. 
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                                                                           ...continued on page 8 
7.30 pm St John’s Albury 
Thursday 15 December 
Santa to visit Wilstone (evening) 
Tuesday 20 December 
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston. 
Saturday 31 December 
New Year’s Eve Party! Wilstone village hall. 
Sunday 8 January 2006 
Children’s panto rehearsals start. 
Friday 3 February  8.00pm 
Quiz, Desborough Hall Tring  see page 8 
Friday 17 February 
Elvis Extravaganza 3 Wilstone Village Hall  
16,17,18 February  
Robin Hood & the Babes in the Wood.  LM village hall 
Saturday 29 April 2006 
Abba Revival Night.  Wilstone village hall. Tickets £15 
from Wilstone village shop. 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO 

St Mary’s Church Puttenham 
 

For a  
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 

 

SUNDAY, 6th NOVEMER at 3pm 
 

Welcoming... 
Patrick Gibson (Guitarist) and Friends 

Plus… 
“Singing and Listening” 

 

Followed By refreshments 

 

Wednesday 7th December 
10 to 1 O’clock 

CHRISTMAS 
COFFEE MORNING 

34 GRANGE ROAD WILSTONE 

 Friends of Youth In Need Tanzania 

Please come   
 and   support 

 

The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 
 

Invites you to a lively discussion involving large 
quantities of cheese and wine. 

 

We’ll be reviewing the past year’s events and outlining 
our plans for 2006. 

 

If you want to have an input, you do not have to 
join the committee: just come and put your name 

down to help at an event of your choice:  
 

The Pantomime 
The May Ball 

Children’s Bike Event 
Mid-summer Ramble 

The Village Show 
Carols Around the Tree 

 

To be frank, some of us are quite decrepit and we are in 
need of some fresh ideas and enthusiasm. 

 

PLEASE HELP!! 
 

A.G.M. 
At Long Marston Village Hall 

 

On Tuesday, 3rd January at 8.30pm 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

Colette 01296 661172 

 

ASHRIDGE GROUP 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
SATURDAY 3RD & SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER 

         10AM TO 4PM 
AT ASHRIDGE VISITOR CENTRE 

Ashridge est 
BY THE MONUMENT 

LOTS OF STALLS ●DAILY RAFFLE 

St Marys  Puttenham 
Service of  9 lessons and Carols 

Sunday 18 th December 3.30 pm 
Musical Items from our group of local singers  

Followed by hot Puttenham Punch 
And Mince Pies  
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WALKING &  
WORKING STICKS 

Handcrafted by John Evans 
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 
We will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters. 

Fully insured. 
 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 
and other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

In Brief... 

Fly Tipping  
Please contact Dacorum Waste Services on 
 01442 228666 to report any incidents of fly tipping. 
Please call the police if  you see the crime being commit-
ted.  

Distribution response 
LAST month we published an appeal for another distribu-
tion volunteer to deliver copies of Village News to homes in 
Wilstone.   Several people responded to the request and as a 
result this vital link with our readers is again complete.  
Editor Phil Buchi said: “It is great to know that people are 
willing to put up their hands and offer practical help by 
joining the Village News team.  I am grateful for the big 
response to our request.  It is very encouraging to have this 
support from readers.” 

Conservation grants  
 
HOMEOWNERS living within the official Conservation 
Areas which make up the centres of Long Marston and Wil-
stone may be eligible for grants to help with the costs of 
restoring or maintaining original features of their properties.  
For example, replacing 1970’s aluminium or uPVC win-
dows with wooden casements in the original style may 
qualify for a grant of 20% towards the costs, up to a maxi-
mum grant of £2,000.  Your home does not have to be a 
listed building to be considered, it just has to be a part of the 
historic character of the village.  Cases are reviewed on 
their merits by a conservation officer from Dacorum Bor-
ough Council, and as you would expect, there is a limit to 
the annual budget available for this sort of work.   
 
You can find out if your house might qualify by contacting 
Dacorum conservation officer Jenny Humphrey on 01442 
228163.  She can discuss the case with you, and supply the 
application forms if you decide to go ahead.  

First step on walkways project 
 
The Parish Plan meeting in October identified that working 
parties for six initiatives were required.  
 

The initial meeting to set the objectives for the working 
party on the Walkways Project has been held, under the 
chairmanship of Jill Finlan, and discussions were held relat-
ing to various access areas. Progress on this project will be 
reported in the Village News 

A Concert of Christmas Music 
Get into the Christmas spirit at the Aldbury Singers' concert 
of seasonal music in St. John the Baptist Church, Aldbury, 
on Saturday 10th December starting at 7.30pm. The Ald-
bury Singers will be joined by harpist Margaret Knight, the 
Aldbury Church Junior Choir and the Aldbury Madrigal 
Singers. The concert will include Benjamin Britten's Cere-
mony of Carols as well as a selection of songs and music. 
Admission is free, and refreshments available during the 
interval. There will be a retiring collection for a charity. 
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Friends of Long Marston School Draw  
NOVEMBER winners were 1st prize of £15 to F.W.Watson 
(ticket No: 34) and 2nd prize of £10 to  Eunice Hall  with 
(ticket No 51). 
It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!  All 
proceeds help our village schoolchildren. Ring the school 
(01296 668386) if you wish to join. 

£50 Jackpot prize for December !! 

Jumble Sale helps Youth in project 
in Tanzania 
  
THANK YOU to everyone who supported our recent Jum-
ble sale.  We raised £487.25, a magnificent effort. The fol-
lowing people won raffle prizes: Bill Hazel a bottle of 
Cava, Indigo Sullivan a toy dog, Sarah Scriven a bowl of 
fruit, Joyce Whips a hat and glove set, Jill Walker a diary 
set, John Rose a shirt.   
Asante sana - Thank you very much. 
 Friends of Youth in Need  

Cycle Routes 
THE draft Dacorum Cycling Strategy produced earlier this 
year proposed a Review of the Cycle route network, but 
there is neither a Cycling Officer in Dacorum nor any spare 
staff in Hertfordshire County Council to undertake the 
work. The Dacorum Cycling Forum has been set up for 
local groups and officials to define this network. 
The main proposal affecting Tring Rural is National Cycle 
Network route 57. This proposed route would link Ayles-
bury, Tring, Berkhamsted and Hemel Hempstead and go 
along the towpath of the canal from Aylesbury to Watery 
Lane at Marsworth. The National Cycle Network is the 
Government’s and Hertfordshire’s main priority for cycle 
funding, so this seems a sensible primary route. 
There will be an open meeting to show provisional maps of 
existing facilities, good routes and priorities in the area and 
for anyone to let us have ideas and comments. If you would 
like to know the date and venue as soon as the meeting is 
arranged, please let  John Harrison 01296 668526 know. 

Long Marston School Auction 
A big thanks to all the organisers, our sponsors and for all 
the donated items that were given to us for the Auction. 
Some great gifts were picked up at bargain prices ready for 
Christmas. A special thanks to John Bly who was as always 
masterful at getting in the bids and rattling through the 
items -  giving us all plenty of time to get up on the dance 
floor! 
 
 Also thanks to the bar staff, they had been offered money 
to do a balloon dance and they fortunately declined and kept 
their clothes on! 
 
The chillis were well received and people came up for 
thirds – you won’t be named and shamed! 
 

Most importantly an amazing £7,500 was raised towards the 
computer fund for the children – which isn’t bad going for a 

 

The Queens Head 
                                                               Long Marston 

 
Food Served 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 
12 noon - 2pm & 7pm - 9pm 
Sunday Roast+12noon –5pm 

Fullers & Guest Ales 

 

Live Music 
 

3rd Dec 
The Players 

 

10th Dec 
Re-Loaded 

 

17th Dec 
Live Free or Die 

 

New Years Eve Party 
Live Music from 

5th Element 

01296 668368 
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net 

Boxing Day Quiz 8.30 pm 

Kay Watts  
All your friends at The Half Moon  wish you a speedy re-
covery  and a Happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing 
you soon. By the way it’s your round. 
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CHILDRENS Christmas 
 Crafts Activity Morning 

 & party  
Come and join us 

on Saturday 10th December 
For Children aged 4 to 11 
Limited places available 

book early 
 

Special 
price for 

both  
activities of 

£7 

  Name(s) of Children………………………………………. 
  Ages………………………………………………………. 
  Address…………………………………………………….. 
  Tel……………………Amount enclosed………………….    

To Elaine Smith, 56 Station Road, Long Marston  
By Friday 2nd December Tel  01296 662099 

New Year’s Eve Party 
Wilstone Villlage Hall  

8 pm to 1.am 
 

SUPPER AND DISCO 
Bring Your own DRINKS 

 

£8 per person  £20 per family (2 adults & 2 Children)  
Get Your Tickets Now from Wilstone Village Shop  

(limited Availability) 
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 What’s on... 
CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
Pick up your Entry form £1) from   
P.E. Mead & Sons Farm Shop  
Wilstone 

1st prize £25 2nd £10 3rd £5 
 

ITS COOL ITS FUN ITS GOT TO BE DONE 
Return completed 

forms by Friday 6th January 2006 

 

Registered Charity No.1022604 

Christmas Party 
Long Marston 
 Village Hall 

5.00pm to 7.30pm  
£ 4 per child  

Activity Morning 
All Saints Church 

Long Marston  
10am to 12.30pm 

£4 per child 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 10 th December 

10am to 12 noon  
St Cross Church Wilstone 

Coffe●Tea●Soft Drinks●Cakes 
Bring & Buy 

Raffle  
In aid of DENS (Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Friday 3rd February 
Desborough Hall, Tring School 

8.00 p.m. 
Nibbles & Dips provided  

Bring your own drinks and food  
Teams 6-8 

Tickets £5.00 (£3.50 6th Form Students ) 
Tickets from Tring School Reception 

 or 
Telephone Kim on 01296 662097 

Friends of Tring School Registered Charity No 1022604 

 

Registered Charity No.1022604 

Wilstone Post Office 
& Village Stores 

 
Wholesome foods - local produce 

 
Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon). 
Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon 

 

Don’t give Christmas  
another thought! 

 
Instead, place your orders with us for local free range tur-

keys, duck and goose.  We will also be getting in Christmas 
cakes and puddings, hampers, gifts, wrapping stuff, wines 
and spirits.  Let us get it for you and you can spend your 

time doing something more interesting. 
 

Also, ask about our new Gluten Free cakes and biscuits.  
“They taste great”, our customers tell us. 

 
You can get cash with no charges if you bank with  

Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Co-op Bank.                
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that it is in harmony with its setting and makes a positive 
contribution to the local environment. 
 
But this is a picture that has to be produced by local people, 
not by council officers at Dacorum.  The Parish Council 
would like to know if there is enough local interest in pro-
ducing our own Design Statement.  Cllr Abby Fermont said: 
“It needs a group of people, with the Parish Council, to get 
together and put it together.  Help is available though, as the 
Countryside Commission have produced a detailed  how-to-
do-it guide, and we also have a local example from Chip-
perfield.  Like the Parish Plan, a Design Statement will only 
be of use if it is representative of the views of the commu-
nity as a whole.  Everyone can have a view on this subject - 
and should.”  
 

If you are interested in helping with this task, would like to 
know more, or just have a view on whether it is worth the 
effort - the Parish Council would like to hear from you.  No 
particular skills are required - just an interest in how our 
villages look.  Speak to Cllr Abby Fermont (01442 825352) 
or to the Clerk to the Council, Dawn Slade (01442 824138).  
Or you could write to Village News.  “What’s the point?” -  
I hear a cry from the saloon bar.  Well... it is said by some 
that the individual’s view on developments around us 
counts for little against the intricacies and might of the 
‘planning machine’. Could this be a way of making the 
voice louder?  Cllr Fermont said: “Here is another opportu-
nity to have more say in how the villages look in the fu-
ture.”  It might even be democracy in action.  Phone if you 
want to take part. 
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J B Services 

patios & drives 
block, shingle & tarmac 

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
no job too small 

 

tel: 07799 398335, 

A.J.Waring 
Carpentry Services 

 
Fully Qualified Local Carpenter 

All aspects of commercial 
& domestic carpentry considered 

 
  Get someone else to do all those jobs 

   you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages! 
Phone Andy 

(01525) 240691 

WOULD a Village Design Statement help to maintain and 
improve the character of our villages?  The Parish Plan, 
published in June this year, suggests that it could.  “It is 
vital that the character of the villages is maintained,” said 
one resident, quoted in the Parish Plan.  But what is the 
character of our villages today?   How would you describe 
it to someone -  perhaps to a government official of some 
sort?  At present we would be relying on the eloquence of 
individuals to convey this complex picture, and one individ-
ual voice carries only so much weight.  But if lots of villag-
ers got together and wrote down the character of our vil-
lages, pointing out the bits we like, and how we want to see 
them in the future - then that would be a different matter.  A 
Village Design Statement is apparently just that - our own 
picture of the villages’ character, and how we want this to 
be maintained and improved in the future.  
 

Jenny Humphrey, Conservation Officer at Dacorum Bor-
ough Council told Village News that a Design Statement 
would prove very useful in backing up local views on future 
development in the villages.  Design Statements can be put 
forward for formal adoption by Dacorum and become offi-
cial ‘Supplementary Planning Guidance’ and part of the 
Local Plan.  Planners, local householders, architects,  busi-
nesses, builders and officials will then all have a better idea 
of how they can contribute positively to retaining and en-
hancing the villages’ local distinctiveness.   Design State-
ments are not about  whether a particular development 
should take place - that is catered for elsewhere.  They are 
about how planned  development should be carried out, so 

Village character booster                           by Phil Buchi  
 Design Statement could help us to shout louder                    
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RAMAGE & SON 
LANDSCAPES 

For all your garden needs. 
Fencing, grass cutting, patios and paths. 

Logs for sale. 
 

Telephone: 
Stuart: 01442 890842 
(Mob - 0797 906 0675) 
Bob: 01494 433106 

(Mob - 0778 877 7785) 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions 
Conversions 
Refurbishments 
All aspects of building 

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970 
 

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com 

Compressed Chronicles by Innominate, from the archives of A R Gomm 

FANCY SOME WINTER SUN? 
Then it’s the perfect time to visit  

the Portuguese Algarve. 
 

Two delightful self-catering holiday cottages set in the idyllic 
citrus growing region of the central Algarve. Spacious land-
scaped gardens and beautiful terraces with swimming pool. Ideal 
location for walking, cycling and bird watching. Take advantage 
of our low winter rates and bargain flights with easyjet.com from 
Luton – Faro. 

Average daytime temperatures of 20-25 ºC,  70-80 ºF. 
Stunning beaches and world-class golf and tennis facilities 

within easy reach. 
For a brochure telephone Lucy Glasser  (00 351) 282 332 119 

or 
visit our website at www.rural-accommodation-algarve.com 

WALK out from Wilstone Village Hall 
with your back to the canal, and inciden-
tally also to Scotland, and to the right you 
are treading on what was once part of a 
settlement originally established some 
time around the 6th century by the invad-
ing Saxons.  The Domesday Book census 
collected between 1085-1086 included 
references to Berrywick and Wick Mead 
fields as being in the area behind where 
we now see a row of delightful and desir-
able little houses.  Built around 1850 the 
properties in "Long Row" were in Main 
Street until October 1966 when, in a re-
naming exercise of the major road through 
Wilstone, Nos. 25-49 found themselves 
part of Tring Road.  In the early 1900s 
some occupiers of these cottages sold 
homemade sweets, one ran a plaiting 
school and at No.25, until 1979, there was 
a much revered Little Shop.  If the lovely 
people who were the last proprietors were 
out of stock of an item a customer par-
ticularly needed, they often happily re-
trieved a tin of this or a half-open pack of that from their 
own kitchen shelves. 
 
A pre-1850s pictorial map seemed to show existence of 
semi-timbered dwellings in "Long Row" and also in Sand-
brook Lane.  Remarkably two of the latter dwellings there 
were still in occupation until just before World War 2, and 
indeed stood, albeit thatchless, until the 1950s.  The Lane 
now presents an upmarket aspect but in days of yore it was 
a bridleway which prior to the 1796 Enclosure Acts ex-
tended around to Pond Close on the corner of Wick Mead 
field where dung had oft been deposited in a tidy heap.  Did 
not an Elizabethan playwright once opine "Manure by any 
other mucky moniker is still monotonously malodor-
ous"?  From that point the bridle path all those years ago 
meandered aimlessly into Bucks through to Broughton and 
Aylesbury.  An explanation of the Enclosures Acts, which 
effectively compelled ring- fencing of rural areas, is not 
possible within the remit of "Condensed Chronicles" since 
there were nearly 4,000 passed from 1720 until after 1830 – 
and we complain about the Nanny State of today! 

The state of the track which then con-
stituted Sandbrook Lane was atrocious 
in parts, caused by the passage over 
the years of literally thousands of feet, 
trotters, hooves, pads and claws.  In 
the late 1890s so many complaints had 
been received by the newly formed 
Parish Council that it was patently 
obvious some action was urgently 
needed to keep this rural walkway 
usable during all that the English cli-
mate threw down in the way of in-
clement weather.  Buoyed up by the 
thought of the festivities to celebrate 
the coronation of King Edward VII 
and his consort Queen Alexandra, in 
August 1902 the Wilstone councillors 
at last got to grips with the problem 
and the path was properly demarcated. 
 

Since 1950 three fine properties have 
been constructed, (one even taking the 
name of the field in the Domesday 
Book, Berrywick), the right of way 
impeccably tarmacked, with the added 

attraction of a modern sewage pumping station within sniff-
ing distance although, as it is  completely aseptic, its opera-
tions are mercifully now completely odourless. 

Leafy Sandbrook Lane   Photo ‘Village News’ 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
Domestic, Commercial & 

Industrial 

Approved contractor 
 

For ALL your electrical requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

Paper Hanging. Painting. 
Coving. Tiling. Etc... 

 

For a Friendly & Tidy Service Guaranteed. 
Free Estimate 

Please Call Adrian Bystra 

Quality  

Painting & Decorating 

Tel: 01296 688429 
www.ambdecorate.com 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLE PRICED WORK 

DONE WELL CONTACT  
MARK LEE 0791 435 5180 

REFLEXOLOGY  -   I NDIAN HEAD MASSAGE 
SWEDISH MASSAGE  -   FACIALS 

 
TO  BOOK  AN  APPOINTMENT  OR  IF  YOU WOULD  LIKE  MORE  

INFORMATION CALL  LESLEY   ELWELL   BTEC HND.   M.I.C.H.T.    

ON   07791  668187 
MEMBER  OF  THE  FEDERATION  OF HOLISTIC  THERAPISTS  

AND   FULLY INSURED. 
 

TREATMENT  ROOM  IN  PITSTONE 

Simply Relaxing 

 
THE historic restored barn at 
Wilstone Green was packed to its 
ancient and decorated rafters on 
11 November as P.E. Mead and 
Sons staged their first festive 
open evening at the farm shop.  
So many people accepted the 
invitation to come and taste the 
many foods on offer that it was 
difficult to move around - even 
though this is a rather large build-
ing.  Samples of game, beef, 
lamb, cheeses and sausage were 
gently jostled for by a very jovial 
crowd, who had been offered 
mulled wine as they entered 
(good start).  Local products, 
including  Mead’s own beef and 
lamb, plus the award winning 
New England cheesecake (from 
Wilstone), were joined by a wide selection of foods from around the UK.  Simon and Jenny Mead said they were pleased 
that it had been such a success, and that everyone seemed to have a good time. Three generations of the family had been 
able to help with the event, and they all thought it had been worthwhile and good fun too.  They will consider doing it all 
again next year.  Oh good! 

Festive farm shop full to the rafters   by our  Food and Drink expert 

Full to the rafters at the farm shop                        photo Village News 
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Parish Council news         

P.E.MEAD 
& Sons 

FARM SHOP 
 

Thank you to every one who came to the 
Christmas evening.We enjoyed it  

and we hope you did . 
 

Gifts for all the family  
Christmas fayre 

Always a big selection of quality  
fresh vegetables.  

Visit our Garden Centre for Christmas Trees 
Holly Wreaths and Mistletoe . 

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 
the Cafe and Gift Shop, set in the historic  

surroundings of a restored 18th century barn.  

Open 7 days 
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Plan the Reverend Huw Bellis had undertaken research into 
the church’s plans for the 1.36 acres of glebe land adjacent 
to Long Marston Church. Reverend Bellis informed the 
council that there was a possibility that this land could be 
released for affordable housing, should the next housing 
survey identify such a need. It was also possible that car 
parking for the church could be accommodated into any 
plans for the land, this would alleviate problems caused by 
church goers parking on the road.  
 

Potential hazard at 
Long Marston crossroads  
 
Concern was expressed by two members of the public about 
the lack of a warning sign to advise motorists coming from 
the Wingrave direction of the crossroads in the middle of  
Long Marston. Drivers giving way to join the main road 
outside the Queen’s Head have to edge out into the road 
causing potential for an accident. 
 
 

Tring Rural Parish Council held its monthly meeting at 
 Wilstone Village Hall on Wednesday 16th November. 
 

Thanks proposed to former 
Chairman 
Chairman Councillor Michael Tomlinson’s first task of the 
evening was to make a presentation to the former Chairman 
of the council Michael Glasser. Councillor Tomlinson 
thanked Mr Glasser for all his efforts which had enriched 
the work of the council. In reply Mr Glasser said that he had 
enjoyed his 18 ½ years as a councillor but stood down be-
cause he believed it was time to let in new blood to carry on 
the good work of the council. He wished the council suc-
cess in years to come and promised his continued support. 
 

Possible affordable housing site 
at Long Marston  
 

Standing orders were then suspended to allow members of 
the public to address the council. In response to the Parish 
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Registered Child Minder 
 

Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old. 
Loving and caring environment. 

Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden 
Local school/playgroup pickup 

References available: Fully insured 
For more details please call Debbie on 

(01296) 662806 

                                                       by Kim Deathe   

Spanish Holiday ?! 
 

Javea, Costa Blanca. 
Spacious luxury two-bed appartment. 

3 mins from sea. 
Large pool. 

One hour from Alicante. 
Reasonable rates. 

For more information call 
(01296) 681306 

The Queens Head 

 
Long Marston 

Christmas Lunch 
 

Roast Turkey & Cranberry Sauce or 
Roast Pork & Apple Sauce. 

Served with Potatoes and a selection of  
Festive Vegetables. 

Traditional Christmas Pudding or 
Home Made Mince Pies. 

 

£9.95 
 

Free Bottle of House Wine for Bookings of  
Four or More. 

Available throughout December 
 

01296 668368 
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net 

Rural Care Scheme  
 
Reverend Bellis also spoke to the council about rural care 
schemes that operated in other parishes. It was suggested 
that a lunch club, modelled on the one in Aldbury, could be 
set up in our parish. 
 

Cow Free Route  
Councillor Finlan advised the council that improving the 
‘no cows’ route from Wilstone to Long Marston was to get 
the go ahead. This route had been preferred by most people 
attending the recent Parish Plan meeting. The improvements 
will however take several years and will be more expensive 
than previously thought, so additional funding will have to 
be sought. 
 

BMX  track success  
It was reported that the BMX facility on Long Marston rec-
reation ground is now up and running and being well used 

by a wide cross section of ages from toddlers to teenagers. 
There was some concern expressed that concrete blocks 
were being dumped on the track but these have been cleared 
away. Councillors were worried about heavy portable ramps 
being used and left on the recreation ground as they may 
cause a danger to other users. The possibility of having 
them anchored to the ground was to be investigated.  
 

Website for council 
The Parish is to have its own website. A local company has 
been appointed to build a web site which will hopefully 
feature a wide range of information that will be useful to 
local residents and to those looking to move into the area. 
  

Christmas Trees  
Councillors voted unanimously to make the annual dona-
tions to the parish churches and to contribute £50 towards 
the cost of Christmas trees for Long Marston and Wilstone. 
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Fresh Home Baked Bread, Hot Pies and  
Savouries To Take Away, Orders Taken. 

Wide Selection of Pizzas: To Eat In or Take Away 

All Day Breakfast £3.99 
Also Daily Specials £3.99 

Hot Beverages To Take Away 
Newspapers and Magazines for Sale, Orders Taken. 

Full Range of Groceries 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

Coffee Mornings 
Photo Copier Dry Cleaning 

Or Just Pop in for a Pint 
Open: 7am – 11pm, 10.30pm on Sundays 

 
 
 
 

You Can Now Use Your Post Office to Deposit and Withdraw 
Money If You Bank With Any of the Following: Alliance & Leices-
ter, Lloyds TSB, Barclays, The Co-op, Cahoot, Smile.Co.Uk, City 

Bank, Canadian Bank or Standard Life. 
 

Telephone 01296 - 668359 

Long Marston 

The Boot 
Shop & Post Office 

Vale Burner  
Services Ltd 

 
 

Installation :  Commissioning 
Breakdown Repair :  Service 

 

 

OIL-FIRED BOILERS 
& RANGE COOKERS 

 
Tel/Fax 01844 299200 

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 
 
Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 
 
Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 
 
Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 
 
Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 
 
Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 
 
Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 
 
Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623 
 
The Clerk to the Council is: 
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 
 
The Village Warden is: 
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 
 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 

Write for Village News  
and  here’s how 
 
WE welcome new articles and new contributors.  It is the 
variety of material and authors which keeps a village maga-
zine interesting, so if you have not written for us before 
why not have a go?  We particularly like to receive local 
news items and short features.  If you have an idea by all 
means ring us to discuss.  It is great for the editors if contri-
butions are prepared as Word documents and emailed as 
attachments to our editorial email address (see page 2).  
Please do not include graphics, colour or photos in the 
Word document - these objects usually cannot be re-
converted into our Publisher file format.  Just text in the 
Word document please. 
 
But we do love pictures and other illustrations!  Send us 
pictures as separate attachments.  Photos should be high 
resolution (min. 3M pixels) and ideally in .jpg format - or 
lend us a reasonable quality print  or even a transparency or 
negative (we have a good scanner). 
 
  If email is not your thing, stick it all on a floppy or CD-
ROM.   We can also handle manuscript contributions, so no 
computer - no problem.  We look forward to hearing from 
you! 
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LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston

Obituary 
 

In Memory of the late Peter 
Brown - the community’s 
newspaper man  
 

by Jenni Corsby 
 
 

I DO not know if I should be the one to write this piece in 
memory of Peter Brown, being as I am a relative newcomer 
to the villages, but I feel that he did serve this community 
well over the last 20 years, supplying our daily papers and 
magazines. Albeit that many of us (myself included) did 
moan and complain on some occasions! 
 

I think we never realised the hard work and effort he put 
into running his news agency. On many occasions he would 
be at the Luton depot at the crack of dawn waiting for pa-
pers which were late off the press, as this was the only way 
he could get them back to Cheddington in time for the de-
liveries to go out. When customers forget to cancel their 
papers they are returned to the supplier for credit, but if too 
many went back then the supplier would send short orders 
on the corresponding day of the next week. So if we did not 
get our papers it was very annoying for us, but not really 
Peter’s fault. Peter gave lots of people work over the 2020 
years, and during his long illness he worked very hard him-
self - perhaps too hard. I am sure that he will be missed by 
many. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 13 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in contact phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034 
armsonantiques@ic24.net 

Our website is up and running and updated regularly. 
www.armsonantiques.com 

We are frequently on the premises but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone Nr Tring 
Herts 

HP23 4PB 

Out and about - Arm gets lift 
BRITISH  Waterways  are busy again repairing lock gates along the Aylesbury Arm  
which is currently closed.  I  was walking up to Marsworth the other day and I came 
across three men and a boat. They were  electro fishing to remove all the fish from 
the pound to allow it to be fully drained.  As they moved forwards with the electrode 
hundreds of small Roach and a few large Carp floated  to the surface to be scooped 
up in nets and safely transferred to the next pound up.    
Returning to Wilstone I was hopeful that the work would include restoring the tow 
path at Wilstone. The path between the wooden bridge and the road bridge  is in an 
appalling state well overdue for repair. But I think we will have to wait longer! Working on ‘Jefferies’  
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 The agricultural story line...                  by David Mead 

Gleaners may make  a comeback  
 
Last month we were  in Allotment Field with it’s footpath to 
Dixon’s Gap.This month we move on to Bridge Meadow 
and discuss the likely return of Gleaners.   
 
BRIDGE MEADOW is this month’s field. A 17 acre field, 
bounded by the back road, the canal and Mr. Evan  
Kempser’s land. The western corner in the 1719 map was 
called the butts, in my dictionary a shooting range. When 
the ground in this field has been cultivated, drilled and 
rolled, the boundaries of this football pitch sized part of the 
field is clearly visible.  To keep the outline for so long must 
surely mean it was the butts for sometime. 
 
In my lifetime Bridge Meadow has been a meadow with 
cattle and sheep drinking from the canal side ditch. There 
then followed a rotation on arable crops including wheat, 
oilseed rape and maize. My father told me the field was 
used during the 1914-18 war as a practice ground with the 
officers being billeted in a farmhouse at Gubblecote.  This 
might explain why the drainage is a bit suspect in a wet 
time. There is one odd fact, the first third of the boundary 
hedge with Evan goes with Bridge Meadow the rest with 
our good neighbour.  I expect the makers of the 1719 map 
would shed some light on this. 
 
One year I had the responsibility of finishing off the com-
bining, with a rain threatening I battled on in the dark. I 
ended up with a triangle in the middle, going up and down 
and around and around. Eventually finished, I looked up 
and had no idea which way was the way out!  Rows of 
thrashed straw were going all ways, luckily a car went 
down the road so I got home to a very late supper. 
 

At the end of this October, a stream of lorries took 300 tons 
of our milling wheat to Southhampton docks to make up a 
load for Spain.  A driver thought this was the destination.  
The bigger boat had earlier sailed to China with a load of 
wheat.  China at the moment is like a big vacuum cleaner 
sucking in raw materials from all over the world.  I gather 
the price for wheat was a little below £60 per tonne less 
than half the early 80’s price. 
 
While we are in the field by the road, my mother was told 
there was an avenue of Elm trees from the canal at New 
Mill all the way the to Wingrave. There is still evidence of 
this with lengths of Elm hedge still in places along the way, 
I expect these were planted by the road for easier transport  
once felled.  
 
Still on the historical theme, with more and more people 
keeping chickens, will gleaners appear again?  The rules 
were once the field was cleared at harvest time gleaners 
were allowed to pick up fallen ears of wheat.  But farmers 
would leave one stook /shock in the middle of the field sig-
nalling the field was not cleared, so keep out!  The last time 
I saw gleaners was when the Polish people jumped over the 
brook from Marsworth to glean once the combine had fin-
ished. They were settling in England after the 1935-45 war 
living in huts associated with Cheddington airfield. 
 
Back to the present, I’m sure Michael Spinks of Spinks 
Construction with Simon and Chris must have been well 
pleased to see the shop barn decorated for Christmas, full of 
people tasting a variety of delicious fare. I would like to 
congratulate Jenny and her team for a wonderful display.  
 
The editor  remembers going gleaning in the late 1940’s 
with his  parents to help to feed the  chickens. 

A section from the 1719 map with the Aylesbury arm of 
the canal superimposed upon it.  The map was made for 
the local land owner William Gore Esq. Bridge Meadow 
is  shown by the dashed boundary line.  

New Bridge For Canal? 
by our roving reporter 
OUT walking last week along the dry canal at the back of 
Wilstone Reservoir (Wendover Arm), I noticed that the 
Wendover Arm Trust had started work on  what appears to 
be the footings for a new bridge to take the foot path to Lit-
tle Tring over the restored canal when it is completed. 

 
It occurred to me that 
many  may not be aware 
that originally a swing 
bridge  stood on this 
site. I also I wondered 
whether the Trust will 
do a true restoration and 
restore this bridge ? 

Canal Swing Bridge around 1905 
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 
         Conservatories 
         Hardwood 
         UPVC 
         Aluminium 
         Secondary 
         Porches 

 
10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 
Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 
Mobile:  07836 640448 

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
& 

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
& 

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

FREE ESTIMATES  

Kaye’s Interiors 
CURTAIN MAKERS 

TEL: 01442 828 108 
Mob: 07767 783 955 

Professional and friendly advice  
from a local, family run business in the 

comfort of your own home 

For all types of blinds  
at discount prices  

*Roman Blinds - Choose from 
our extensive range or from 

your own fabric 

ROLLER ● PLEATED ● WOODSLAT 
VERTICAL ● ROMAN*● PINOLEUM 

CONSERVATORY 

THE BLIND 

 
MAN WITH A VAN! 

 
NATIONWIDE 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

 
Anything considered 

E.g. Student move, small house move etc. 
 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
01296 427182 

 
MOBILE 07770 237745 
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ning of carol singing, due to last year’s disastrous attempt. 
Amelia, Kate and Claire, the organisers of last year’s event 
decided it was a good idea to take their pets along as well: 
these included 2 goats, 5 sheep, 3 dogs, and a pony; all of 
whom decided they would join in as well. 

 

Police were swiftly called out and the three juveniles ended 
up with an ASBO for the atrocious racket, meaning that 
they are banned from carol singing for 5 years. 

 

Quite frankly, us at GGHQ think it was a good idea for 
them to take the animals – they covered up the sound of 
wailing cats coming from the 3 girls’ mouths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FESTIVE JOKES 
Q: What happens if you eat the Christmas decorations? 
A: You get tinselitis! 
 

Q: What do monkeys sing at Christmas? 
A: Jungle bells, jungle bells! 
 

Q: Which reindeer have the shortest legs? 
A: The smallest ones!  
 

This Christmas, leave  
your pets at home 
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Gubblecote gob     
CHRISTMAS IS HERE AGAIN! 

Well it’s that time of year again…slowly but surely trees are pop-
ping up, cards are being delivered, presents are being bought, and 
there’s a general feeling of goodwill about the place, Gubblecote 
included. 
HOWEVER, our local police force has asked us at GGHQ 
to warn Gubblecotians and residents of surrounding villages 
of a suspicious character who has been disturbing families 
at Christmas time for years now.. 
 

Calling himself ‘Father Christmas’, this man has led fami-
lies to believe that he brings presents every year on Christ-
mas Eve, encouraging unknowing parents to leave fires 
unlit or backdoors open to let him in. 
 

In actual fact, the man is nothing but a fat fiend; every year 
bringing sweets and chocolates to promote obesity, keeping 
young children awake at night making them irritable the 
next day, and worst of all leads dads everywhere to think it 
is ok to dress as this lunatic, putting fear into the hearts of 
their teenage offspring. 
 

So this Christmas, beware of this overweight ogre, and at 
the faintest sound of sleigh bells light your fire and lock all 
your doors! 

 
Look at the mischief in his eyes… 

 
HALLOWEEN HORRORS 
Well wasn’t Halloween in Gubblecote eventful this year? 
Poor old Mr Kelly of Lukes Lane was mistaken for a pump-
kin on November 1st when the binmen tried to dispose of 
his head! 
Early Tuesday morning Mr Kelly 
left his house for work, when all of 
a sudden he felt two hands trying 
to yank off his head. It was only 
when he screamed that the binman 
realised that the shiny bald spheri-
cal object wasn’t in fact a Hallow-
een decoration. We spoke to the 
offending waste disposal man, and 
this is what he had to say: ‘Sorry 
mate!’ 
 

GUBBLECOTE PRODUCTIONS PRESENT… 
This year for our annual Christmas panto, residents of Gub-
blecote will be putting on a production of Charles Dickens’ 
classic ‘A Christmas Carol’; auditions have begun although 
we are still lacking a few vital parts. 
 

Ironically, many have suggested that Mr Griffiths of Rod-
mead would be perfect as Ebenezer Scrooge, who learns his 
lesson and becomes a kind and generous man at the end of 
the play. 
 

However, when it was suggested to him, all the response we 
got was ‘Bah! Humbug!’ Shame. 
 

CAROL SINGING IN GUBBLECOTE 
This year sadly Gubblecotians will not be holding an eve-

Which one’s which? 
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FIELDWIN SERVICES 
 

David and Alan Winfield 
 

Landscape Gardening.  
All types of garden work undertaken. 

All types of fencing supplied and erected.  
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls. 

Also:  
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating. 

 
Estimates Free 

 
Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP 
 

Telephone 01296 668977  
Mobile 07778 919333 (David) 
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan) 

 

CARPET  
CLEANING 

 
 

ANTHONY LAWRENCE 
19 Tring Road 

Wilstone 
Tring 
Herts 

HP23 4NU 
 
 

01442 824250 

A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking 

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night 
A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu 
5.30pm - 11pm 

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet 
A selection of different dishes every week 

12 noon - 3pm 

132 London Road, Aston Clinton,  
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS 

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360 
www.shaadrestaurant.com 

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner,  
including Bank Holidays 

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm 

Excellent Takeaway Service 
20% Discount for a Limited Period 

 

 

THE  WOODWORK 
SHOP 

Your Project in Wood 

Unit 4b 
Woodlands Farm 
The Vale  
Chesham 
Bucks HP5 3NS 

Phone  or Fax 
01494 772600 
Email  ajm42@msn.com 

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.   

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.       

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality. 
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Tel: 01442 825674 Mob: 07802 384151 

E-mail: robertbriant@hotmail .com 

12 Tring Road, Wilstone, Tring, Herts 

 

 

      Rob Briant 
A man and his van 

Available to shift (almost) anything, 
anywhere at any time. Household 

removals, regular loads or one offs, 
anything considered. 

 

Rates are reasonable 
Also self-assembly furniture building 

REB Services 

Creature Comforts Creep Cautiously Closer              by:  Eileen Doley 

£18,000 is a nice neat number to bandy about when dis-
cussing the probable final cost of the whole refurbishing 
venture, but how to conjure up such a sum seemed at 
first to be excruciatingly unobtainable.  However, as 
well as our regular Tuesday coffee mornings, market 
stalls, lunches and coffee evenings, we received a fantas-
tic boost of £3,300 from the proceeds of the recent 
Flower & Craft Festival hosted by St Peter & St Paul in 
Tring.  Another painless money spinner is the ongoing 
Jam Jar Jamboree where willing participants are given a 
handsomely decorated small glass container which is 
collected periodically.  All they are requested to do is 
rootle around in their loose change compartments occa-
sionally and off-load some of the weight into the jar – a 
case of "you ladle it in and we scoop it out".  Even with 
all that flurry of generosity funds are still woefully short 
of the target.  Yet we are still upbeat as St Cross is part 
of the five-churches strong Tring Team and we are con-
fident that the little local monetary difficulty can be ad-
dressed.  Any advance from central coffers would of 
course need to be reimbursed in the long term but, hey, 
the community is bound to come up trumps as it always 
has. 
 
Visit:  www.stcross.nildram.co.uk 

Aesthetically concrete may have the hue of a cup of hot café au 
lait, but lamentably lacks its warmth.  Superficially concrete has 
the look of wall-to-wall camel coloured carpeting but without its 
cosiness.  And most definitely concrete has been the basic decor at 
St Cross Church over all these past months, but cold to the joints 
in the orthodox prayer position in spite of ancient but exquisite 
padded kneelers. 
 
Remember the 1960s Bob Dylan song "But the times they 
are a-changin'"?  Well that's what is almost about to happen 
in this charming village church.  It was hoped that every-
thing could have been started this autumn but those aspira-
tions did not take into account the traditional dilatoriness of 
a key player in any property refurbishment – one of the 
dreaded band of architects.  To them it seems that the cli-
ent's requirements are risible, an estimate is a figure in a 
ballpark, and a guaranteed deadline is a tale told by fairies.  
Initially hopes ran high that all would be finished by this 
Christmas and visitors would then have such amenities as a 
new heating system and safe flooring for pious feet.  Alas 
no, the aforesaid architectonic personage is still being less 
than hasty in applying himself to our problems. 
 
But do not fret, come to the Carol Service at St Cross 
which, by overwhelming popular demand will still beon 
Christmas Eve at 6.30 pm.  The 
church will as through so many 
past years be toe toastingly 
warm, courtesy of the venerable 
stove, so pop along to feel the 
comforting sultriness of this 
heater's swansong.  Also enjoy a 
possible final glimpse of the 
aforesaid dazzlingly beige con-
cretion block, and give a last 
minute admiring glance at the tri-
coloured aisle tiles.  All those 
will hopefully soon be lost to sight – the stove to the deep 
infernal regions of the netherworld where it can breathe 
hellfire in defiance of new EU regulations.  The spartan 
bedrock and utilitarian tiles will be shrouded in a magnifi-
cent new wood floor.  This will extend on one level from 

the inner church doors 
straight through to the 
altar.  No more tripping 
daintily down on entry by 
the font as that step will 
be no more, and with only 
one not two steps up to 
the altar the clergy will be 
saved some effort and a 
smidgen of time – hope-

fully neither to be added to 
their sermons.  So there you have it – goodbye tiles and 
concrete, hello pristine oak, farewell antediluvian stove to 
be replaced by heating modernity – all optimistically during 
early 2006. 

The venerable stove 

No more tiles 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s 
Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car 

nr 

A recent four page feature in the Guardian news-
paper headlined the WI as ‘the most dynamic 
political group in Britain, with 215,000 mem-
bers, more than can be claimed by the Labour 
Party.’  Well there are just 18 of us and we are 
proud of the fellowship and sense of belonging 
that comes with our membership. 
 

Our WI organises and participates in events with such en-
thusiasm that we would like to share our friendship and op-
portunities with more villagers.  We welcome new members 
from all our local villages at any monthly meeting. We can 
provide transport to Long Marston Victory Hall and a 
friendly WI member to introduce you.  We have speakers 
and outings, and plenty of social time for a chat.  New to the 
villages, or just seeking something different, why not give 
our President Pam Edmonds a ring on 01296 661370. 
 
The November Annual Meeting elected a committee of nine 
members, and heard news of the exciting programme al-
ready planned for next year – details in the February maga-
zine.  The February and March meetings are both open to 
everyone in the villages and involve two local speakers – 
and one local dog! 
 
Winner of the cup given to the member gaining most points 
from monthly competitions in 2005 was Sheila Barron.  The 
December meeting will be our Christmas Party with a theme 
of green and gold, shared with invited visitors from 
neighbouring WIs.  Merry Christmas to all! 
 

Your local W.I. welcomes 
 YOU 

Bird of the month 
It is interesting time for seeing  
birds with many species arriv-
ing to spend winter here. Wil-
stone reservoir  offers the op-
portunity to see many types of 
duck, waders and other water 
birds.  So it was difficult to 
pick out a bird for November 
but I decided to pick the Lap-

wing or Peewit as it was known. You can see hundreds of 
them on Wistone  and it is a very smartly dressed bird par-
ticularily close up.  Most are overseas visitors but Lapwings 
regularily nest in the fields around our villages. 

We wish our customers the compliments 
 of the season 
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave. 

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 
(01296) 681306 

 

câÜw|x Xåxvâà|äx _|ÅÉâá|Çxá 

Telephone / Fax: (01296) 661448 

Your Versatile Local Taxi and Chauffeur Service 

Please Telephone For A Quotation 

6  Bromley, Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QU 

We Can Accommodate All Your Needs for Long and Short 
Distance Travel 

Including Transport to and From Airports, Weddings and 
Special Events 

Please support our  
advertisers -  

and tell them you saw it in 
Village News. 

You Need T.O.O.™ 
(The Other Option) 

A Not-for-Profit Organisation 
 

We have been in business since February 2003 and our 
service is proving to be popular and successful 

 

You Need TOO™ provides a sympathetic and flexible 
personal accompanied companion service.  Compan-
ions will give CONSTANT ASSISTANCE and are 
friendly, reliable and trustworthy.  No journey is too far! 
Wheelchair users are welcome.  Our rates are afford-
able:- 
 

An appointment taking 1hr 45mins - £16.00 
A shopping trip taking 1hr 15mins - £12.00 
A companion in your home for a 7hr day - £50.00 
 

Please note: our charges are calculated per booking NOT per person 
 

Our service is available 365 days a year 

   
 
 
 
 

TO FIND OUT MORE 
Visit our website at www.youneedtoo.co.uk 

E-mail us on companions@youneedtoo.co.uk 
Or call and speak to either Michelle or Pam 

 

RING US NOW ON (01296) 681902 
 

FOR CARING COMPANIONS 
YOU KNOW You Need T.O.O.™ 

Established 200 Years 

K.Y.GREEN 
Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 1RP 
For personal attention and advice phone 

01296 - 482041 
 
 

24 hour emergency service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Marsh Road, Little Kimble 
 

Golden Charter 
Pre Payment Plans available 

Please contact us, without obligation, for 
your free brochure 

COUNSELLING 
Franzella Flowerdew 
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate 

 

Can’t communicate any more? 
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship? 

Difficulties with sex? 
Having an affair? 

Living with domestic violence? 
Problems with stepchildren? 

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation? 
It really helps to talk things through 
with an experienced and sympathetic 

counsellor. 
Ring in total confidence 

 

01442 825890 
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Recipe Page                                  by Jane Kelly 

La  
Galleyte 
des Rois 

 
La Gallette des Rois  a dessert or cake traditionally served in France on Epiphany. The French 
bury a small ceramic figure in the filling and whoever gets it in their slice is king for a day and 
wears a crown !  
 
 

WHAT YOU NEED 

WHAT YOU DO  
 

1. Make the pastry or defrost if using frozen.  
2. Melt the butter and mix in the remaining ingredients.  
3. Roll out ½ the pastry until you have a 23cm (9in) circle. 
4. Spread the filling over the pastry, leaving 2cm (1in) edge of pastry. 
5. Roll out the remaining pastry slightly larger 25cm (10in) circle and cut a narrow strip 

from around the edge.  
6. Moisten the lower edge with water and place the narrow strip on top. Moisten this 

with water and place remaining pastry over the filling. Press all round and knock the 
edge with the back of a knife. Make a scalloped effect with thumb and back of knife 

7. Carefully score a diamond pattern over the surface – try not to cut right through. 
8. Make a small hole in the centre and brush with beaten egg yolk (not the edge as it 

won’t rise) and refrigerate for about 1 hour. 
9. Bake in a preheated oven 220°C, 425°F Gas 7 for 25-30 mins until well risen and 

golden. Serve warm or cold on its own or with cream or vanilla ice cream.  
 
For New Year’s day breakfast, try a different take on the traditional “smoked salmon and 
scrambled eggs.”  Delicious with chilled champagne. The only way to start the Year.!!!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT YOU NEED 
 

 

1 tsp olive oil 
1 tbsp grated Parmesan 
Freshly ground black pepper and salt 

3 eggs separated 
1 small garlic clove crushed 
1 tbsp chopped tarragon 
50g (2oz) smoked salmon roughly 
chopped 

400g (14oz) puff pastry (frozen ready 
made is OK – home made is better) 
100g (4oz) ground almonds 
100g (4oz) caster sugar 

100g (4oz) unsalted butter 
2 eggs 
2 tbsp. Amaretto liquor is traditional (Rum is 
good too) 
egg yolk to glaze 

Souffléd 
Smoked 
Salmon 

Omelette 
1. In a large bowl mix together the egg yolks, garlic and tarragon, season and add the 

salmon. 
2. In a separate bowl whip the egg whites until the soft peak stage. Fold into the salmon 

mixture. 
3. In a 20cm (8 in) frying pan heat up the oil, pour in the egg mixture and cook gently 

over a medium heat for 2-3 mins 
4. Preheat the grill, and sprinkle the omelette with Parmesan. Grill for 3-4 mins and 

serve. 
 

 Serves a hungry ( hung over ??)  1 or  2 less hungry   
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
 

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

HERE we are as promised – our account of two lambs' first 
adventure into film making. A sunny Monday morning 
without our usual romp around the fields, why? what's go-
ing on!! Then buckets of warm water with soap and brushes 
for a wash and brush up. After all this titivating we are 
loaded into Miss Nina's horsebox, comfortably furnished 
with a nice straw bed, for a journey we know not where. 
Eventually we arrive at a place with big open spaces and 
plenty of trees and grass. There were also other animals like 
dogs, cats, monkeys, parrots, foxes – it must be a zoo we 
think. Oh no!! we could not be joining a zoo! But then this 
nice lady comes along who tells Bo-Peep we will have to do 
a screen test. This meant standing on a plank of wood with 
our two front feet and on command walk about 10 metres to 
stand on another plank of wood. By the way these planks 
are called marks for some strange reason, and are covered 
in plastic grass.  At the end of our little walk we would get a 
reward as in food, yummy. I got the hang of it straight away 
as would be natural for me but Minty kept missing the sec-
ond mark, most likely to get more treats. But in the end he 
did get it right so we then did it together.  After this the nice 
lady said we were brilliant and we should stay with her for 
the week to have extra practice and then travel to the film 
set. This we did making friends with the other animals who 
all seemed very happy to be film stars. 
 
Our journey north was in the nice lady's 4 x 4 "ark" on 
wheels we heard someone call it. We arrived at "Castle 
Howard" after a very comfortable ride of which we slept 
most of the way.  Our accommodation was to be with the 
horses in very fine stables. The problem came when we 
were unloaded, with no ramp we had to be lifted out in our 
travelling boxes. OK by me, two people to lift and out I 
came.  Not so with Minty, two huffed and puffed and then a 
third and finally four people carried him out.  And he says 
it's all wool!! Pull one of the other three legs please. 
 
The film set was in and around the Castle with people eve-
rywhere, some with clapper boards, others with lights, cam-
eras and these poles with fluffy ends which people talked 

into.  There were numerous horses, cats and human actors 
all strutting their stuff. How on earth they make a film from 
all that activity amazes us. But then we are only two lowly 
"woolly backs".  On the film set we had our own pen which 
was called the ready pen. But things were so exciting that I 
kept jumping out ready to do any acting while Minty barged 
his way out.  In the end they just let us wander around see-
ing what was going on. 
 
When it came to our performance or our scene as they 
called it, a man came over to tell us what to do.  His name 
was Mark and spoke with an American accent. Apparently 
he was head man of the American company which trains all 
us animals.  Well I mean, we knew what was required of us 
after a week's training by our own nice lady, so we didn't 
take too kindly to his prompting and prodding so we ig-
nored him and wouldn't perform. It was then our nice lady 
came to see what was wrong when we decided we had 
made our point as sheepspians must do from time to time, 
we then performed to perfection. 
 
Now what did we do? Well for that you will have to await 
the release of the next Garfield film some time next year 
because the film set has now moved back to Canada for the 
film to be completed.  After two weeks away from our 
friends at Tringford Farm we are back to see what has hap-
pened in our absence. So I am sure there will be a few inci-
dents to report for our next month's diary. 
Christmas greetings to you all and Baa Baa from Minty and 
Gary. 

Tales from Tringford Farm     by Gary and Minty 

Quirky Quotes – Christmas Shopping 
What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus?  
Claustrophobic! 
Nothing's as mean as giving a little child something useful for 
Christmas. 
A Christmas shopper's complaint is one of long-standing. 
Christmas is a race to see which gives out first – your money or 
your feet. 
Christmas begins about the first of December with an office 
party and ends when you finally realise what you spent, 
around the fifteenth of April the next year. 
Oh, for the good old days when people would stop Christmas 
shopping when they ran out of money. 
The Christmas season has come to mean the period when 
the public plays Santa Claus to the merchants. 
Christmas is the season when you buy this year's gifts with 
next year's money. 
Perhaps the best Yuletide decoration is being wreathed in 
smiles. 

A concerned neighbour  
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“A fresh approach to 
               selling property” 

 
in and around your village 

 
Phone now for a free, no obligation,  

valuation of your property 
 

(01296) 660230  Pitstone, Bucks 
(01442) 863737  Berkhamsted, Herts 

 
www.plummproperty.co.uk 

 
Problem with your windows? 

Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
or is the seal damaged? 

Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
can't? 

Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
All misted up inside the unit? 

Guarantees on all units fitted 
Individual units can be replaced from as little 
as £40 inc VAT, with DISCOUNTS available 
for multiple units. Units can be fitted in most 
types of frames, including wood, uPVC and alu-
minium, and while we are on site we will have a 
look at any problems you may be having with 

those handles and hinges! 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650  to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

A voice from the past              

    

The late Cyril Chandler (1901-1978)  talking about the Long Marston of his boyhood  

Time  Bells and Hooters  
 
COMING  back to … of course time, I had a row with old boy here once. Once or twice when old jockey, old Charlie 
Reeves, used to go to see his son, then I  used to go and act  as [church] clerk and of course  I weren’t  worried about no 
Vicar!  I wasn’t. As far as I was concerned he was only like somebody else, he was only one more man, I never did worry 
about anybody, I didn’t.! 
 
 I arrived at the church, then I started ringing the bell, so he came in huffing and puffing and blowing “that wasn’t time he 
said”. I said owe!  I said it was. I’d got a pretty good watch at the time, course you hadn’t got any wireless check the time 
with. 
 
 He said, “whose time do you by Cyril?”  I said my own Sir!  He got his gold watch out and it was as big as a slice off a tur-
nip. Anyhow I disputed his watch was right by a minute or two. So then we had a debate. He always put his right by the 
Aylesbury hooter, which one did I go by, well you could go by several hooters, there was the Aylesbury hooter in fact there 
was two at Aylesbury then there was Mentmore bell which we always reckoned to go by. Which I think was more accurate. 
They to ring it up at the …just on Peacock Hill. This bell was a great big bell as large as Long Marston Church bell if not 
larger and you could hear it at Long Marston ……   
 
 
Hooters commonly were used by most large factories to warn their workers they had 5 or so minute to get to work. I recall 
this practice continuing  in my home town well into the 1950’s Ed.   

Reproduced by kind permission  of Mrs Eunice Hall   
 transcribed  by Colin Moore 
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From the Vicarage               by Rev’d    Frank Mercurio     
Children and Communion 
THE BISHOP has charged all of the parishes in the diocese to have a Vision for Action for 
young people and children. The aim is to encourage and develop the necessary skills within 
parishes and deaneries to bring the Gospel to children and young people through worship, 
schools and other contexts.  
 

As a team parish we have already been working on this for some time. Since much of our 
worship is the sacrament of Holy Communion we have taken the opportunity over the last 
three years to look at Communion before Confirmation as a way of integrating young people 
in the worshipping life of our church.  During this time we have learnt much about the impor-
tance of Holy Communion and the place it has in forming us as Christians.    Central to our 

thinking has been the shared identity of all baptised believers and through this we have recognised that we need to be an in-
clusive Church.  All who are baptised are full members of the body of Christ.  In admitting children to Communion, after the 
appropriate training and learning, we are affirming their membership and value as members of Christ’s Church.   
 

Confirmation will continue to remain an important stage of the Christian development of those who are admitted to Com-
munion before, but it will become a statement of confirmation of their faith at a point in their lives and not a rite which gives 
them access to Communion. 
 

All of our DCCs have had the opportunity to discuss this and on 2nd March 2004 the PCC passed a resolution supporting an 
application to the Bishop for his permission to admit children who are aged seven years and older to Communion before 
Confirmation.  Having received official agreement from the Bishop a working group has taken the plans forward.  Our plan 
for the 5 churches in our Team is to distribute a letter in January with an initial meeting later that month or in early February 
for those interested .  We will then have 5 further learning sessions during Lent, which was the traditional time for teaching 
candidates about the Faith.  Easter Sunday, April 16, 2006, will be the day when those Baptised children who are 7 years or 
older and have completed the Lenten learning program will be admitted to Holy Communion.   
 

This is an exciting development and the experience of other parishes has indicated that the outcomes have been positive and 
there has been a renewed interest throughout the congregations about the nature of Baptism and Holy Communion.  Preach-
ing and teaching about the Sacraments have also enhanced perceptions about community, prayer, and relationships within the 
Body of Christ.  Communion before Confirmation will be only one part of Vision for Action for young people and children; 
however it is possibly the most challenging.  As we recognise the church’s responsibility to all those who are baptised, we 
also recognise the duty of all who are baptised to play a full part in the life and ministry of Christ’s Church. 
 

Please remember all those who are involved in this program in your prayers. 
 

we will hear tomorrow. 
 

St Cross, Wilstone  
6.30 pm Carol Service 
This is Wilstone’s most popular Christmas service.  On the 
night when Christ was born we have an opportunity to come 
and sing our favourite carols and hear the story of Christ-
mas. 
 

St Mary’s  Puttenham 
 11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas 
The service begins at 11.30 pm so that we can make our 
communion at midnight.  It is a candlelit communion ser-
vice, where we sing traditional carols and share in the mys-
tery that God came to earth and lived among us. 
 

Christmas Day 
St Cross Wilstone and All Saints Long Marston 
10am Family Services with Communion 
Worshipping on Christmas Day is what we are about.  We 
celebrate the wondrous news that ‘unto us a child is born’.  
Without this worship what would Christmas be? 
 

New Year’s Day 
All Saints Long Marston 10 am All Age Worship 
St Cross, Wilstone 6.30 pm Evensong 

Our churches have tried to ensure that there is a variety of ser-
vices  catering for different styles of worship. Christmas lies at the 

heart of our belief.  God revealed himself to live as one of us. 
Come and worship Christ at your church this year. 

 
 

Sunday 18th December 
St Cross, Wilstone  10 am Family Service 
All are welcome to share in the joy and anticipation of the 
birth of Christ and all that Christmas means to each of us. 
 

All Saints, Long Marston 10 am Family Service. 
At this service the children from the Sunday Club perform 
their nativity play. 
St Mary’s, Puttenham 3.30 pm  
Carol Service 
This traditional service is an opportunity to come and sing 
your favourite carols in the candlelit church. 
 

Christmas Eve 
All Saints Long Marston 
 4 pm Crib Service 
 

The Bishop of St Albans is coming to join us at this service 
which All Saints is hosting this year for both Wilstone and 
Long Marston. This is a chance for all ages to gather to-
gether to bless the Crib in expectation of the joyous news 
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  Local Names and Numbers  
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 
 
Local Police Officers ( In emergency dial ‘999’) 
PC Steve May                         07736 225 293 
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969 
 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 
 
Beavers 
Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 
Brownies 
Julia Wass  01296 632283 
Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 
Guides 
Linda Collison  01442 891930 
Scouts 
David Colvin  01442 381544 
 
Horticultural Society 
John Kaye  01296 662975 
 
Rector  
Rev’d Frank Mercurio               01442 822170 
Team Vicars 
Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200 
Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953 
Churchwardens 
Long Marston All Saint’s: 
Neil Brown  01296 668828 
Wilstone St. Cross: 
Andrew Minter  01442 823605 
Puttenham St Mary’s: 
Christine Rutter  01296 668959 
John Barron  01296 631351 
 
Tring Crime Prevention Panel 
(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 
Village Warden 
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 
 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Colette Bernard  01296 661172 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 668112 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Alison Munt                          01296 662282 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 
Long Marston Football Club 
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Be afraid... it’s ghoulish fun 
 

By Julia Wass  and our reporter hiding behind the curtains 
 

MORE than 90 ghoulish apparitions gathered at Wilstone at  Hallow-e’en for the 
village hall committee’s annual attempt to contain the un-dead and assorted sor-
cery into one place on this night of dread.  Their strategy proved very successful.  
Fantastically attired children filled the village hall where they danced and milled 
about for hours - apparently having a great time.  Traditional Hallow-e’en pur-
suits such as hot-dog eating,  (Are you sure this is traditional? Ed.) doughnuts-

on-a-string and apple-bobbing (That’s more like it) were hugely popular, and there were queues at the table where you could 
insert a hand into a box to feel horrid squiggly stuff.  Everyone looked the part in their very effective disguises.  Who were 
all these children?  Where did they come from?  One organiser, Tony Short, did not know the answer to these questions,  but 
he did say that all were on best behaviour and that the whole event went extremely well from start to finish.  
 

Everyone dressed up and it was very difficult to choose winners in the Fancy Dress 
Competition from all the monsters, ghosts witches and devils. Colin and Sheila 
chose Bethany Mead and Isobel Alwyn for the Under – 7 prizes, and Amy Bright-
ley and Lewis Casserleigh for the Under-12  prizes. Congratulations to them for 
doing so well but also well done to everyone for having such fantastic and original 
costumes that made most chil-
dren completely unrecognis-
able! The children had also let 
their creative side come to the 
fore in the Jack O’Lantern 
Competition. The winners were 
Jozef Tuszynski, David Heppel 
and Hannah. Their lanterns lit 
up the stage throughout the 
evening and added to the eerie 
atmosphere. 
It was a very successful event a 
great way of bringing the 
young of the community to-
gether.  
Looking forward to the next 
one already!  
 Doughnuts-on-a string Traditional Hot-Dog eating 

JOHN got up early to capture  this view across Startops 
reservoir on a cold clear morning in January.  The frost is 
frozen to the trees giving a crisp sharp white outline to the 
branches against a clear blue sky, which is reflected in the 
almost still water. John says “The tree has been a particu-
lar favourite of mine from a photographic point of view, 
the knarled trunk contrasting with the more delicate twigs.  
If you are brave enough to get up and out on such a bright 

but cold morning then you can enjoy some of the local 
scenery at its best.”  The frost was not the only thing 
that was frozen that morning. 
 
COLIN choose Wilstone reservoir for this dramatic sky 
scene, taken in the late evening to catch the last rays of 
sun and have the reservoir just lit by a full November 
moon.  


