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Remembrance Sunday: 14th November. Services at Long Marston & Wilstone. 

Bishop’s rural ride by Rev’d Jo Wetherall

IT wasn't quite like an epi-

sode of “Lark Rise to Can-

dleford” but the kettles were

on, the best biscuits out and

there was a gentle hum of

excitement and curiosity

running through Wilstone on

Monday 18th October as we

awaited the arrival of the Rt

Reverend Dr Alan Smith the

Bishop of St Albans.

Since his arrival in the dio-

cese last Autumn, Bishop

Alan has made it a priority to

visit all the local areas to

find out about different com-

munities, what their joys and

difficulties are and how churches are work-

ing with their communities. Knowing that

Bishop Alan is a farmer's son and that one of

his passions is to see rural communities

thrive we felt there was a lot to see and cele-

brate in Wilstone.

We began at Wilstone Great Farm where,

after meeting the beef cattle, Simon Mead

guided us through the process of cold press-

ing rape seed oil and our eyes were opened to

the difference between that process and the

commercial manufacturers’. It was easy to

see why his product is so much better on all

fronts and I think Simon, at least, will have

ended the day with several new converts.

Braving the geese - who, it has to be said,

were less welcoming than Simon! - the party

took a brisk walk to see the farm shop and

(Continued on page 30)

Bishop Alan meets Wilstone shop volunteer Virginia Bailey with

Vicar Jo Wetherall. (Picture: John Painter.)

THE Friends of Long Mar-

ston school are delighted

with the result of their Au-

tumn Fair and would like

to thank everyone involved

for their wonderful sup-

port.

Left: Jack Gifford wins

the giant tiger. Right:

Maeve and Orla Brough

choose a jazzy jar. (Pictures

provided by Cheryl Belchamber.)

School fair
raises £2,000
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.
31 October

10.00am All Saints Patronal Festival

Team Service

1 November (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

7 November

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

11 November

8.00pm Remembrance Compline, St. Mary’s

14 November Remembrance Sunday

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

10.50am Long Marston War Memorial with

the Royal British Legion

10.00am St Cross Family Service with

Uniformed organisations

10.50am Wilstone War Memorial

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

15 November (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

21 November

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

28 November
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong.

5 December Christingle, at St. Cross, 4pm.

Village News
Editor this month: Phil Buchi

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe, 01442 822923

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,

John McCall, Colin Moore, Emily Woodbridge.

Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post: Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.

Phone: Phil Buchi, 01442 890599

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

A Bishop, and a Princess

A bumper 32-page issue this month, packed with the

61 items that you sent in for publication. Thank you

for such a good selection of material. Visits from a

Bishop (page 1) and a Princess (page 31) top the bill,

but there is much more too. I hope you find some-

thing to enjoy.

I was very pleased to receive four offers of help in

response to our ad for a new advertising manager. It

is very encouraging to the whole Village News team

to have such support from our readers. Graham

Thorpe has kindly taken the job on, and he organised

the advertising for this edition. His contact details are

at the top of this page.

Let’s hope for a fine night for the Long Marston bon-

fire on 6th November so we can all enjoy the fire-

works. See you there.

Phil Buchi

Church services

Deadline for items for our next issue

(December) is Thursday 18th November 2010.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Read Village News on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 17 November, Wilstone village hall.

Wednesday 15 December, Wilstone village hall.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: November 4th and 18th.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20

Wilstone village shop opening hours are:
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.

Saturday 30 October

Supper & Auction 7.30pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Sunday 31 October

All Saints Patronal Festival. 10am.

Sunday 31 October (6 week course begins)

Learn to dance: Jive & Salsa 6 -7pm; Tango & Rhythm 7 -

8pm. Wilstone village hall. Contact Ann: 07762 405395.

Friday 5 November

Flow Yoga at Tring Red Cross Hall, 6.00 - 7.15. See ad.

Saturday 6 November

Fabulous Fireworks at Long Marston, 6.30pm. See page 2.

Sunday 7 November
Messy Church, St. Cross Wilstone. 4.00 - 5.30pm.

Friday 12 November

Mead’s Farm Shop Christmas Food Fair. 6.00pm - 9.30pm.

Sunday 14 November

Remembrance Sunday - see page 2 for services.

Friday 19 November

Film night at Wilstone village hall. “Wild Target.” £6.

Friday 19 November

Ladies night of indulgence. LM school, 7pm. £5.

Sunday 21 November

College Lake: Getting ready for winter - explore our hiber-

nation trail. 10.30am - 2.30pm. No need to book.

Sunday 21 November

Panto auditions 3.30pm. Adults meet 5pm. LM village hall.

Tuesday 23rd November

Victory Hall Long Marston AGM, 7.30 for 8pm.

Friday 26 to Sunday 28 November
Art show at Town Farm, Cheddington. 10am - 5pm.

Saturday 27 November

Long Marston Christmas bazaar. Victory Hall, 2pm.

Sunday 5 December

Christingle, an Advent service at St. Cross. 4pm.

Friends of Long Marston School

Ladies Night of
Indulgence

Friday 19th November, 7 pm

At Long Marston School

Shop for beautiful things, have a pamper session
and enjoy a glass of wine with your friends.

£5.00 a ticket

(includes a glass of wine)

For tickets, beauty treatment bookings and more in-
formation contact Kathy on

Tel: 01296 662734
Or email: kathylhouse@hotmail.com

Festive Gifts and Food for all the Family 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to our annual Food 
Fair in our charming 16th century barn on 

 

Friday 12thNovember 2010 
6.00 – 9.30 pm 

 

Enjoy browsing around our shelves of delightful and 
unusual gifts for all the family.  Relax with a comple-

mentary glass of mulled wine and taste our selection of 
cheeses, biscuits, meats, fish, preserves and chutneys.  

Telephone:  01442 828478 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and

events by visiting www.lmcc.org.uk

Messy Church  

At St Cross Wilstone. 
Sundays 4.00 - 5.30 p.m.

Autumn dates

7th NOVEMBER – Ohhh. Ahhh.

5th DECEMBER – Christingle

GAMES, STORIES, CRAFTS.

Wednesday 8 December

Christmas celebration concert at St. Cross, Wilstone. 8pm.

Tuesday 14 December

Carols around the Christmas tree. 7pm, Long Marston.

Friday 17 December

Film night at Wilstone village hall, 7.30pm.

Your local event details can be included here for free.

VICTORY HALL LONG MARSTON

Annual General Meeting
VICTORY HALL, LONG MARSTON

TUESDAY 23rd NOV 2010
7.30 FOR 8.00 pm

OPEN TO ALL

Join us for mulled wine, 

mince pies & orange 

squash… and maybe   

Father Christmas will 

drop in with a few sweets 

for the children…  

so, DON'T MISS IT! 
 

7pm, TUESDAY 14th DECEMBER 2010 

LONG MARSTON CHRISTMAS TREE 

(By the War Memorial)

LONG MARSTON & PUTTENHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 CAROLS ROUND THE TREE 

Come along to the

Christmas Bazaar
Victory Hall

Long Marston

Saturday 27th November
2pm-4pm

Come and support your local
organisations.

Games, prizes, stalls, refreshments and

Christmas present ideas.

FLOW YOGA
FRIDAYS

From 5th November
6pm - 7.15pm
£7 per class

Tring Red Cross Hall

YOUR 1ST CLASS HALF PRICE!
All abilities welcome! www.yoginiboo.com

07936 693 696
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News in brief…

Getting ready for winter
COLLEGE LAKE Visitor Centre invite you to wrap up

warmly and explore the Hibernation Trail on Sunday 21st No-

vember from 10.30am to 2.30pm. Find out where the animals

go in winter time, have fun with their children’s craft activities

and take in the great views over the lake. Make a day of it and

come and go as you please. No need to book, but children

need to be accompanied by an adult.

Art in Cheddington: Town Farm

open studio
A FESTIVE show – a warm welcome, mulled wine, mince

pies and a display of high quality, handcrafted gifts, Christmas

decorations and cards. Meet the artists who will be happy to

talk about their work and the processes involved. Entry and

refreshments are free; with donations in aid of Iain Rennie

Hospice at Home. The show features nine artists: Christine

Bass (painter), Susan Erskine-Jones (painter and printmaker),

Kirsteen Holuj (ceramic sculpture), Julia Parkes (jeweller),

Sue Richardson (textile artist), James Sansome (sculptor),

David Scott (blacksmith), Mick Waterhouse (woodcarver) and

Kate Wilkinson (jeweller).

See www.townfarmopenstudio.blogspot.com for the variety of

work on show. On for one weekend only, Friday 26 - Sunday

28 November, 10am – 5 pm, at 6 Town Farm, Off High Street,

Cheddington, BEDS LU7 0TT. Visitors are requested to park

on high street – not in Town Farm.

New branch of U3A
THE popularity of the U3A movement (University of the

Third Age) in the Herts/Bucks region has caused more

branches to spring up, to provide access for retired people to

participate. Now is

the opportunity to

form a new, autono-

mous branch, cen-

tred on Northchurch.

A public meeting is

to be held in North-

church Social Cen-

tre, Bell Lane on 4th

January 2011, at

10am. Everyone is

invited to come with

their friends, and

witness the creation

of Northchurch

U3A.

For further informa-

tion please contact

Barbara on 01296

696716.

Learn to dance
DANCE lessons return to Wilstone village hall with two six-

week courses for beginners starting on Sunday 31st October.

From 6pm to 7pm you can learn jive and salsa, and from 7pm

to 8pm, try your feet out at the tango and rhythm. Details from

Ann on 07762 405395.

More action required on film

nights!

I AM delighted that the first of the new season of film nights

has proved the ongoing popularity of our film events in Wil-

stone village hall, writes Peter Walker. However, setting up

the hall for the film nights in terms of arranging chairs, setting

up the bar, blacking out some windows and getting the food

prepared, takes a fair time, and we really need some help. If

you could give us half an hour or so of your time at 4pm on

the film night Friday afternoon, it would hugely alleviate the

pressure on the few who are already doing their best, and

would be much appreciated. So please come and help. The

next film night is November 19th. If more people turn up, it

will be a wrap in thirty minutes! PW.

Dixons Wharf forced entry
The Village Warden, Colin Reedman reports: As you may

know, the Dixons Wharf site in Wingrave Road, between the

canal bridge and Tring Road, is in the hands of developers

planning, at some time in the future, to erect a complex of

small industrial premises and maybe some private housing.

Last Friday travellers entered the site by forcing the locks on

the gate. Fortunately their action was quickly discovered and

swift response by the police and other agencies resulted in

their eviction. If you are passing that way you will notice a

large pile of earth has been deposited outside the gate to pre-

vent further illegal entry. It is not, as I first thought, a case of

fly tipping. CR.

New advertising manager

GRAHAM THORPE has taken over as advertising manager

for Village News. Graham was one of three kind people who

responded to our appeal in the October issue. Thank you to

them all - they know who they are. It was very encouraging to

have received such a good response to our request for help.

Graham lives in Wilstone and his contact details can be found

at the top of page 3. We have been able to ad to our panel of

proof readers too. (These are the people who save editors from

all manner of embarrassments.) Allison and Matt White have

handled the advertising for Village News for the last two years

and we are grateful for the time they have put into this vital

job for us. They will be moving from the villages shortly, and

we wish them good fortune in their new home. PB.
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Friday, November 19th

A comedy starring Bill Nighy, Emily Blunt & Rupert Grint

WILD TARGET 

Bill Nighy is Victor Maynard, a middle-aged, solitary assassin for hire, who lives to
please his formidable mother despite his own peerless reputation for lethal effi-
ciency. His professional routine is interrupted when he finds himself drawn to one of
his intended victims, Rose, played by Emily Blunt. He spares her life, unexpectedly
acquiring a young apprentice, played by Harry Potter star Rupert Grint, in the proc-
ess. Believing Victor to be a private detective, his two new companions tag along
while he attempts to thwart the murderous intentions of his unhappy client who has
been defrauded by Rose.

A typical lovely Nighy comedy and not at all gruesome, despite all the dead bodies!

FRIDAY NOV 19TH

TICKETS £6
Available now from:

Half Moon Pub, Wilstone Village Stores, Meads Farm Shop.

Film starts at 8pm. Licenced bar opens at 7.15pm

Please,
can you spare
30 minutes to
help us set up

the hall at
4pm?

Certificate “12”
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ROSEMARY FOR REMEMBRANCE

TUESDAY 2nd
NOVEMBER

10A.M.
ST CROSS CHURCH

A service to remember
those we love but see no longer.

A short service where the names
of those who have died will be read

and posies placed on the altar in their memory.

If you are unable to attend but
would like someone remembered

please add their name to the list in church.

THE CHURCH IS OPEN EVERY MORNING.

SAINT CROSS CHURCH, WILSTONE

Wednesday
8th December

at 8.00 p.m.

“Christmas Celebration!”
CONCERT

An uplifting hour of Carols, Readings, Organ music,
and Advent Hymns

(with audience participation, please!)

given by
The Ridgeway Chorale
director Richard Grylls

Seasonal Refreshments

Donations in aid of Smile Train

Miniature magic at T&DMRC’s Ashlyns show by The Shunter

TWENTY layouts were up and running at the Tring and Dis-

trict Model Railway Club’s impressive annual exhibition at

Ashlyns School in Berkhamsted in October, occupying four

large halls. The largest were huge with multiple tracks and

dozens of locos, the smallest would fit into a biscuit tin. Indus-

trial scenes seem quite popular with modellers, possibly as

they give lots of scope for intricate buildings and the skills

needed to make them look grimy and downright shabby. Re-

cent innovations are the addition of authentic sounds to the

locos. Sound is particularly effective with the big diesel en-

gines, and one layout had six of these monsters in 00 gauge

boggling away in the shunting yard. The sound system in each

loco responds to the engine controls. How do they do it?

The smallest layout caught my eye, or rather it almost didn’t.

Using the impossibly small “T” gauge, the miniscule model

locomotive was only one inch long! This is apparently the

worlds smallest, at a scale of 1:450 and 3mm track gauge.

Pictured is a charming scene from the exhibition. Based on a

part of the narrow gauge Isle of Man Steam Railway between

Douglas and Port Erin, the19th century 0-4-2 tank engine ap-

proaches Ballamodha Halt with a passenger train in the

1960’s. This 00n3 layout is owned by Peter Cullen.

(Picture: The Shunter, with acknowledgement to Peter Cullen

and T&DMRC.)
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TO ALL LOCAL CHILDREN AGED 8 TO 14 YEARS: 

PANTOMIME AUDITIONS 
FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHORUS OF NEIL GURNEY’S 

 

HUMPTY DUMPTY  
will be held in Long Marston Village Hall 

on SUNDAY, 21st NOVEMBER at 3.30pm. 
** PARENTS MUST ALSO ATTEND**

Priority will be given to children living within the catchment area of (or attending) Long Marston School. 
 

PERFORMANCES WILL BE IN LONG MARSTON VILLAGE HALL ON: 

24th, 25th & 26th February 2011. (Dress rehearsal: 22nd Feb.) 

This is half term in Herts. 
 

Children’s rehearsals start on Sunday, 2nd January 2pm - 5pm and continue 

every Sunday until the performances. 

There will be only SEVEN rehearsals before the Technical and Dress Rehearsals and LOTS of 

songs & dances to learn, so you must be prepared to work very hard and concentrate during 

rehearsals. 
 

ALL children must be able to attend ALL rehearsals.    
 

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: ~
Be prepared to help with the children during at least 2 rehearsals and 1 performance. 

The Dress & Technical rehearsals may finish very late at night. The performances finish 10.30 – 11pm. 

For more information contact Vicky Hayes on 01296 661586. 
 

PANTOMIME MEETING FOR ADULTS

Sunday, 21st November at 5.00pm
Long Marston Village Hall

Would YOU like to be involved in next year’s Pantomime?
(“HUMPTY DUMPTY” - 24th, 25th & 26th February 2011)

We are always in need of more volunteers, so PLEASE come along to this short meeting, during which you can put
your name forward to help in any of the following teams: front of house (selling refreshments, raffle tickets,

programmes, etc.) costumes, props, scenery painting or construction, backstage crew and make-up.

Neil will also be casting the Pantomime, so if you are interested in actually appearing on stage, please be brave
and come along. After all, if there is not a part suitable for you in this Pantomime, there’s always next year!

(We don’t start working on the Pantomime until January - only 8 weeks from start to finale – so your Christmas and
New Year celebrations will not be affected.)

EVERYONE WELCOME
Would you like to help, but can’t attend this meeting?

Contact Vicky Hayes on 01296 661586.

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

*Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

In Form
Optimal Health

Expert Remedial Massage
Deep Lymphatic Therapy

Metabolic Typing (nutrition)

Contact Angela on 07900 168996

www.in-form.co.uk 20 years experience.

THE Iain Rennie Hospice at Home would like to invite you to

join them at one of this year’s Light Up a Life ceremonies on

Sunday 21st November.

The dedication ceremony is being held at the Light Up a Life

Tree in Church Square , Tring at 4pm following the IRHH

Annual Service of Thanksgiving at St Peter & St Paul’s

Church at 3pm.

The weeks before Christmas are a special time of year for

families and friends. But for many people who have lost some-

one close to them they can often be a time of sadness. Lighting

a candle is such a simple thing, but it represents a time to re-

member a loved one who may no longer be with us and share

hope with others.

While many visitors to our Light Up a Life ceremonies are

people who have been touched by IRHH’s care, Light Up a

Life is open to everyone who feels they would like to remem-

ber a loved one in this special way.

“Light Up a Life was both comforting and another link to Ron.

The fact that Iain Rennie organised the event was a powerful

message – it said that our loved ones are not forgotten, we

were with you at the time and are still here for you now.” Gill,

patient’s wife.

The money raised from all those people who choose to dedi-

cate a light before the ceremony will continue to support the

work of the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home nurses who care for

terminally ill patients in there own homes. There are several

dedication ceremonies across the Chilterns area throughout

November and December.

If you would like to sponsor a light or honour a loved one,

further details are available from IRHH on 01442 890222, or

email fundraising@irhh.org

Tring Light Up a Life last year. (Picture: IRHH.)

Light Up a Life for Iain Rennie Hospice at Home by Kerri Coote
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CLIVE CARTWRIGHT

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
New work, Renovations or Repairs

Domestic or Commercial

Free estimates

Quality work

38 years experience

Phone (01442) 823599

Mobile 07801 809554

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional Clean Efficient

Certificates Issued for House Insurance

Lucky Sweep for Weddings

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Call Steve Jackson

Tring (01442) 890041

07947 757309

Locksmith

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk

BOOKKEEPING & ADMINISTRATION

Local experienced bookkeeper offering a specialist book-
keeping service, using Quickbooks™ Accounting that will
keep all your accounts in order. Also offering a Business
Sitting Service. With a little planning and today’s technol-
ogy, you can walk away from your business. A long week-
end or an extended holiday, I can take care of the day to day
running of your business while you are away. All work is
individually and competitively priced.

Contact Helen Vaughan (01442) 826643
Mob 07966 149254

helen.vaughan @highlifeservices.co.uk
www.highlifeservices.co.uk

St. PAUL’S Cathedral first came into sight from Highgate

Hill, but proved to be still an hour away as the coach was held

up by road works in Islington and then by gridlock around

Kings Cross.

Hence our tour guide Adrian had to shorten the walk round the

City. Even so he told us the story behind many interesting

buildings and other things we saw, such as a large London

plane tree. This dominated the small churchyard of St.Peter

Cheapside, one of the churches not rebuilt after the Great Fire

of London in 1666. Every 200 yards there is a Wren church,

or the site of another not rebuilt after the Fire or Blitz. In the

churchyard of St.Mary Aldermanbury, now rebuilt in America,

is a monument commemorating the printing of Shakespeare’s

plays which the Bard never intended to publish.

Outside the Guild Hall we saw outlined in the pavement a Ro-

man amphitheatre discovered in 1987, adjacent to the modern

chapterhouse-like building on stilts where the ealdormen still

meet with the Lord Mayor. Though all these sites are sur-

rounded by contemporary office blocks, only one was men-

tioned. One, New Change, is bulky and with a metallic skin,

and many thought it was ugly. However it was the most photo-

graphed, as abseilers were guiding some machinery being

craned onto the roof. (For the record it was designed by a

Frenchman, Jean Nouvel, who also designed this year’s

bright red Serpentine Pavilion in Hyde Park.)

After the fascinating walk, little time was left for refreshments

before entering St.Paul’s Cathedral for Evensong, a fitting

finale to our City visit. We had reserved seats under the dome,

and for a privileged few, who were prompt in responding,

seats in the choir; the Tring Team were welcomed at the be-

ginning of the service. The magnificent organ music and cho-

ral singing blended with Wren’s classical dome and the Byz-

antine style mosaics decorating the choir.

Thanks to Pam Russell for organising the trip, and for her con-

tingency planning which included giving an account of

Didier’s wedding, held the previous Saturday, while the coach

crawled along the Caledonian Road.

Tring Team trip to St. Paul’s by Leslie Barker

CHRISTINGLE

5th December, 4 p.m.

ST CROSS WILSTONE

An Advent service of light in preparation for Christmas
- ideal for the whole family.
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IT is the beginning of yet another new era for Florence be-

cause this September she started at ‘Big School’. It seems like

only yesterday that we moved to the village with our helpless

little baby who could do little more than garble nonsense and

make strange smells – not too unlike her father, according to

Mummy.

The move to the big world of formal education began at the

end of last term when we were officially invited to explore the

school, meet the staff and, horror of all horrors, sample a

school dinner. The mere mention of school dinners still sends

my stomach into palpitations as I remember the rubbery,

green-sheened liver, the yucky sago, the soggy and over-

stewed sprouts (or was it cabbage?) and the lumpy, cold mash

of my schooldays. You

see, the dinner ladies at

my school had honed

their ‘cooking’ skills to

such an extent that they

were able to reduce abso-

lutely anything, including

baked-beans and salad,

into a disgusting, over-

cooked and nutritionless

mush.

So, as you can imagine, I

entered the gym-cum-

canteen with more than a

little trepidation. I joined

the queue with all the

other apprehensive par-

ents and craned my neck

to try to get a preview of what potential horrors were lurking

on the counter. When I got there I was pleasantly surprised to

see that what was being offered, unlike the monochromatic

sludge of my school, actually looked liked food. Even better

than that, it actually looked appetising and we were even given

a choice. I chose the chicken pie followed by fruit salad whilst

Mummy and Florence went for the macaroni cheese with ap-

ple crumble and custard for dessert. Everyone on our table

cleared their plates and the general consensus was a big

‘thumbs-up’ to school dinners. As we left to go home I felt a

little annoyed, but only because I hadn’t had the nerve to go

back and ask for seconds.

But that day seemed like a lifetime away and as we stood in

the playground on the first morning with all the other anxious

parents I wondered what was going through Florence’s mind.

She had been itching to start school all holiday and now that

we were there she seemed to be the least nervous of us all. Her

school uniform, like those of all her little compatriots, was in

pristine condition and a tad large. However, it was nothing like

as large and ill-fitting as the awful attire that I had to wear for

most of my school life. There were just two brief periods when

my uniform actually fitted me properly: halfway through pri-

mary school and halfway through senior school. The rest of

the time it either hung off me like an overstretched sack or

squeezed me more tightly than a starving anaconda.

Anyway, I was snapped out of my daydream by the sound of

the bell at which point Florence’s two teachers suddenly mate-

rialised out of nowhere and led us into the classroom. We were

allowed into the hallway

to see that they were all

right, but it soon became

apparent that we were not

required. In fact ,

Mummy and I had to

seek out our excited little

Florence in order to give

her a good-luck kiss.

There were, inevitably, a

few tears but most of the

parents saved those until

they were out of sight of

their little treasures.

At present Florence only

attends big school in the

morning so three hours

later we returned to col-

lect our still beaming and jubilant little girl. With her uniform

slightly less pristine, she spouted enthusiastically about her

new adventure and how she was desperate to return the next

day. Her elation soon turned to tears when I explained that

because the term had started on a Friday she wouldn’t be able

to go back until the following Monday. After a quick trip to

the playground and a hearty lunch, happiness was restored

once again.

After a very long weekend we returned excitedly to school and

as I write this Florence has just completed her fourth full week

and is still as keen as ever. Fingers crossed that she continues

to enjoy it for the next however many years – although we

haven’t quite broached that subject yet!
(Cartoon by Andy Ashwell.)

Big School by Andy Ashwell

Friends of Long Marston School draw

THE first draw of the 100 Club took place at the school’s Au-

tumn Fair on October 9th. The lucky winners were: 1st Prize

£15, ticket No.26 Alison Munt (Issac); 2nd Prize £10 ticket

No.17 Liz Wilde; 3rd Prize “Priceless Key Ring” ticket No.8

Sarah Hodgson.

Our next draw will be held at the school on Wednesday No-

vember 17th. It is never too late to enter the Friends’ Monthly

Draw! Subscription is £10 per year (October to July) but a

reduced subscription is available if you join during the year.

There are 3 prizes of £15, £10 and a “Priceless Key Ring” per

month for 8 months plus Jackpot prizes of £50 in July and

December. For your chance to win up to £50, and support our

school children, call the school on 01296 668386 and ask to

join the Friends’ 100 Club. Thank you and Good Luck!
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 

domestic and commercial 

excellent value    fully insured 

free consultation and quote 

references available 

 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE

BEND DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you interested in learning to drive? As a fully qualified ADI I

will help you to pass your driving test and to drive safely for life.

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 4 hours then just £23 per

hour!

Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition, night driving, Pass-

plus and Advanced Driving.

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!!

If you are interested please visit my website

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385
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Parish Council news       Parish Plan Review 

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com

Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Parish Plan Review - 15th September 2010

Each year Tring Rural Parish Council carry out a formal re-

view of the Parish Plan. This Plan, first published in 2005,

sets out aims, objectives and actions for the Parish Council,

grouped under six headings. The annual review was con-

ducted at a public meeting held on 15th September. The re-

view document is published here in full at the request of the

Parish Council.

Housing

The project to provide affordable housing at Wilstone is pro-

ceeding very slowly and Councillors are disappointed that the

scheme has not materialised. It was decided to pursue the site

at the Glebe Field adjacent to All Saints Church, Long Mar-

ston with a view to providing affordable housing, additional

car parking for the village and realign the bend in the road.

Countryside Access
Good progress is being made and the footpath network is fan-

tastic. Promotion of the network needs to take place as the

routes are so good with leaflets, magazine articles and posters.

Contact will be made with Tring Cycling Club to promote the

cycling route. (www.tbcc.org.uk)

Transport and Voluntary Services

The 164 service that runs daily from Leighton Buzzard to

Aylesbury through the village has provided a vital transport

link. Regular coffee mornings and events in the churches and

village halls create social opportunities for all residents. The

DCVS minibus also runs on Fridays to Tring.

Leisure and Community Facilities
The Council has supported the proposed extension to the

Sports Facility on Long Marston Recreation Ground and is

working with the Hall Committees to continue the improve-

ments. The continued use of village amenities (shops, pubs

and clubs) must be encouraged to sustain these activities. The

provision of allotments in Wilstone may be considered in the

future.

Environmental Issues
There is continual pressure to limit the volume of heavy traffic

through the villages by responding to planning applications

from AVDC and Bucks CC. The Police are using a mobile

speed indicator in the Parish and tickets have been issued. The

Council continues to report and monitor highway repairs. The

proposed new runway at Luton Airport has been abandoned.
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Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
The DBC Clean, Safe and Green initiative has been very suc-

cessful in supporting the Village Warden and the litter picks

that will become an annual event. The Neighbourhood Watch

group is now co-ordinated from Hemel Hempstead, as the

Crime Prevention Panel in Tring no longer operates. The Par-

ish Council will enquire about the extent of the Neighbour-

hood Watch Scheme in the villages.

Villagers petition for new

allotments

SIX residents of Wilstone have formally petitioned the Parish

Council to provide allotments in the village. Six is apparently

the magic number which places a statutory obligation on the

Council to consider the request and make investigations.

There are allotments in the parish to the north of Long Mar-

ston, but these are not easily accessible to those who do not

have their own transport.

The Parish Council agreed at their October meeting to con-

sider the request and make enquiries about possible sites.

Several possibilities were earmarked for investigation, but if

anyone has any suggestions, or offers of land, Dawn Slade

would be pleased to receive them.
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Letters...

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site 

Welding - Tyres - 

Wheels balanced - Bat-

teries - Exhausts - Diag-

nostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Supported by the Puttenham Trust

Thanks for footpath improvements

AS a villager and dog owner, I love to walk the footpaths

with my two best friends. I walk mainly between Long Mar-

ston and Wilstone where there have been a lot of improve-

ments around the stiles, mainly the lovely gates which have

been fitted at great expense, which are so much easier to use,

especially for me as I do have walking difficulties and cannot

get over the high stiles.

I contacted the council to say thank you, and then asked if

they could do further improvements in the actual gateways as

they have deep wells/pits under them that have either been

trodden by cows, or by continuous use by us humans. The

pits collect water from the ditches and rain and become ex-

tremely sodden and muddy, which makes them difficult to

use, especially, if like me, you have to wear short boots or

shoes. I have written to, and spoken to, Mr Clayton Rae who

is in charge of byways at DBC. He is going to get these

wells/pits in-filled in some way as soon as they have finished

getting the footpaths mowed. I am sure there are others like

me who will be only too pleased to see these further improve-

ments. Hopefully this will happen soon. P.C.S.

More footpath improvements

Our correspondent reports that the troublesome footpaths near

Pear Tree Cottage, Wilstone Green, have been completely re-

surfaced by Dacorum Borough Council under the supervision

of their Footpaths Officer, Clayton Rae. (Village News, Octo-

ber, page 16.) And a jolly good job they’ve made of it too.

This did not stop someone attempting to spoil the work by

dumping wood and earth on the new path two days later. A

villager has cleared this up, and asks that other walkers keep

an eye open and report anything suspicious.

An attempt to spoil the re-surfaced footpath.
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

www.wilstonesticks.com wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

Village View                              by John Painter 

The old road to Tring

THIS footpath, which has

just been resurfaced, to the

side of Pear Tree Cottage,

Wilstone Green, provides a

very useful link to the res-

ervoirs and beyond. But I

think this is significant in

another way: its historic

connection. It follows very

closely the route of Deans

Lane, which you may re-

member from some of the

old photos and Dick

Gomm’s talks is the old

lane up to Tring.

Indeed as you walk along it

you can imagine how many

Wilstonians have followed

this route in the past to visit

that great metropolis over

the hill.
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A local politician by Leslie Barker, Tring Parish Men’s Society

AT the first of this season’s meetings Christopher Townsend

spoke on the role of a local councillor as a politician from his

own experience.

Christopher is on Tring Town Council and Dacorum Bor-

ough Council. As a member of the small opposition party he is

involved with several committees at Dacorum, as there are not

enough Lib-Dems to go round. On the Audit Committee his

professional qualifications and experience are a great help.

The Town Council is the lowest level of government,

which costs us each about £20 per year, and comes out of the

Council Tax which Dacorum collects. It deals with minor

items like the allotments, but does have an important role in

planning. If it does not object, and the officers agree, then

planning applications do not go to Committee; but if there are

any then they are debated by Dacorum – not necessarily by the

Planning Committee as there is a Cabinet which determines

many things to avoid all 52 Dacorum councillors debating

everything.

As well as Planning (including Building Control),

Dacorum is responsible for “litter”, as Chris called it, and for

social housing (not all as there are other social landlords), and

administering the benefits system and elections. It runs ceme-

teries and play areas, but not leisure centres, which are run by

a separate trust.

About £200 of your Council Tax goes to Dacorum, another

£700 to Hertfordshire County Council, the next tier up, and the

rest to the Police, who are not as accountable as you may have

thought. The County Council is responsible for roads, educa-

tion and social services. It has 70 councillors. Between the

County and Parliament is the East of England Regional Coun-

cil, non-elected and remote from us in West Hertfordshire.

Finally there is the European Parliament for whom you can

elect representatives.

Christopher also deals with a lot of casework, when people

have brought their complaints to him, having failed to get sat-

isfaction from the authorities. A current example is the argu-

ments over parking in Tring. Though he did not mention this,

Christopher also has a full time job, commuting to the City,

and a wife and young family.

His talk began with his own beliefs in political philosophy,

but this topic was evident throughout Christopher’s talk. His

key word was

‘c o m m u n i t y , ’

difficult to de-

fine but at the

heart of all that

we do. What we

do together gives

added value, and

makes for a

stronger commu-

nity. It is a tre-

mendous burden,

but we can vote

for posi t ive

change, and have

government on

our side. Other-

wise those in

power use it for

their own ends.

One result of the

recent general

election is that

‘community’ is

being debated –

what are we indi-

vidually respon-

sible for and what we should do collectively to protect the

vulnerable.

Christopher described his experience in standing for elec-

tion as an MP as tremendous, particularly as it had led to this

debate on the big society. Concerning the banking crisis he

said that it was only through taking risks that Britain was suc-

cessful, though the banks should be separated into those deal-

ing with personal and business accounts, and the merchant

banks exposed to greater risks.

For the next meeting on 3rd November we return to war-

ships when Bill Carpenter will speak on the ‘Bismark,’ by

when we may know whether both, or even no, aircraft carriers

are going ahead.

Cllr. Christopher Townsend also stood

as a Parliamentary candidate in 2010.

Join the campaign for superfast fibre optic broadband

THE only way we are ever likely to see superfast broadband in

the villages is if BT can be persuaded to run in an optical fibre

connection. Well, a reader has pointed out that BT are inviting

customers to petition for the upgrade in their locality. If all

broadband users who read Village News register their ‘vote’

on the BT website, it might get us a notch or two up the prior-

ity list. BT do have a programme to bring superfast speeds to

rural communities, so it is not out of the question. But we need

to make our voice heard (before everyone else does!)

www.racetoinfinity.bt.com is the website on which

you can ‘vote’ for the service to come to your area. You don’t

need to be a BT customer to vote.

Broadband came late to the villages because of our distance

from the main exchange (especially those on Tring 01442

numbers) and it is amazing that the simple copper wires can

cope at all. But local people badgered BT to provide broad-

band, and eventually it came. Register your vote now and let’s

see if we can do the same again.
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to Pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn

Chapman. Both are Members of the British

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,

Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an

Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of

the Association of

Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926

Recipe        by Anna Ashwell 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 
working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order discuss your menu 
 

tel 01296 630279/720459 
seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

With Halloween just around the corner and pumpkins everywhere at the mo-
ment, why not try eating them rather than just carving them? Some pumpkins
are grown specifically for carving and have little flavour, so make sure you buy a
type of pumpkin that is grown for its flavour.

Ingredients:
2 pounds ( 900g ) of pumpkin flesh, cut into cubes
1 large onion, chopped
1 large potato, peeled and cubed
1-2 cloves of garlic, crushed
1 flat teaspoon of curry powder, mild or medium strength
1 bay leaf
salt and freshly ground pepper
3-4 cups chicken or vegetable stock
1 tablespoon sunflower oil

Method:
Sweat the chopped onion in the oil until transparent.
Add the crushed garlic, trying not to burn it.
Mix in the curry spice and stir.
Add the pumpkin to the mixture and fry for a minute or two.
Add potato cubes, stock and salt and pepper, simmer until cooked.
Blend to a creamy consistency.
Serve with crusty rolls.

Pumpkin 
Soup 
 
A recipe for 
Halloween 
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THIS October was special for any person born on the tenth

day of the month, that being 10.10.10. This year in particular

October has 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays and 5 Sundays, which only

occurs every 823 years. October also brings the X Factor,

Strictly Come Dancing and Flicks-in-the-Sticks. (Plus Singing,

Dancing and You Know What.)

And there you have the three subjects to talk about at the Fri-

day night haunt at Wilstone's Half Moon with platitudes plus

services rendered by the Moon's bar lady of the year Yan of

Totting Sundyland along with her No. 2 sidekick, Valderie de

Knowledge. In quality company talk can be exhilarating, pro-

viding the subject is of interest all around, and so it came as no

surprise when Ann Summers’ local rep arrived and made a bee

line for Hotlips, who was seated a côté de la table aux toilettes,

that the evening was revving up. As sure as eggs are eggs,

Flicks-in-the-Sticks ‘Holy Water’ was on the menu above all

else. Word had it certain villagers were contemplating starting

a co-op and looking for a certain investment of cash from its

members to purchase a particular product from

a Pharmaceutical Company with the belief that permission

would be granted to run it through a certain utility. Of course

this chitter chatter would firstly have to be endorsed. Howand-

soever, benefits of this were well and thoroughly shown to all

those who watched ‘Holy Water’ at Flicks-in-the-Sticks. Sadly

this topic of conversation was not looked upon with favour by

the Former Queen of Wilstonia, seated nearby, who suggested

a little decorum needed to be exercised as Friday night was her

chill out time similar to HRH at Balmoral. So being loyal sub-

jects we adjourned till the Former Queen retired for the eve-

ning. After which it was straight back to ‘Holy Water’. Word

has it that all details were presented on an A4 sheet and passed

around to those present.

Sadly John le Camera was not available to catch it in time for

Village News, however Ben Nevis of Reeves was very inter-

ested is putting his name forward as advisory secretary to the

committee, having had field experience which all agreed

would come in very handy. The Rt. Hon. Horatio Buchaise

was unable to offer all of his expertise, having suffered the

curse of over-boating: the dreaded Boot-Lock. He proclaimed

it worse than scurvy. Kindly his her indoors, Magdalena, was

willing to fill in providing it didn’t clash with her Come Danc-

ing escapades for, as we all know, Magdalena likes to tap into

most things and Tap would be on the menu!

So what happens next, and when is the next committee meet-

ing to take place? Watch this space.

(For readers to whom all this makes no sense at all, live ac-

tion from these episodes of village life can be viewed most

Friday evenings at the Table by the Toilets at the Half Moon.)

Strictly Oct. Goings on at the Table by the Toilets, by Lawless Kenn

THE eighth month. Also short for October the 10th month of the year.

Octogenarian: a person aged between eighty and eighty nine.

No 53 Easy

Sudoku corner by Colin Moore

Should be fairly straight forward start with the 3, 4 and 7s.

It’s just a few short weeks

until Christmas – sorry!

I’M sure you’re all wincing at that headline, but as it always

amazes me how fast the weeks fly past I’m making no

apologies in taking the opportunity to let you know that Liz

and Ron in the Wilstone Shop will be hoping to make your

seasonal preparations just that little bit easier with a range of

products for the festive season.

Once again our famous local Aylesbury duck breeder will be

supplying ducks - of course, plus turkeys, geese and hams.

Just call in to the shop for more information or to place your

order.

Also on offer are local luxury homemade Christmas puddings

and mincemeat, both with or without nuts, and all made with

vegetable suet so they are suitable for vegetarians.

There’s also a range of festive gift bags and wrapping paper,

some scented Price’s candles, musical ornaments and other

small gifts, plus the lovely Wilstone Calendar.

So do call in to the Wilstone Shop and have a browse. Liz,

Ron and the rest of the team look forward to seeing you. DC.
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News from All Saints

THE sponsored Bike 'n' Hike on 11th September found our

solo cyclist covering 60 miles and visiting 36 churches –

quite an achievement. We would like to thank everyone who

sponsored John and also those who welcomed at the Church

during the day. A special thank you to Phyllis who spent four

hours there!

By the time this article goes to print we will have held our

Church Quiz. A big thank you to Toby our Quizmaster, John

our scorer and everyone who joined us.

Saturday 27 November is the Long Marston Christmas

Bazaar. This is a village activity and we are hoping that

many of our local organisations will come to support the

event. Donations for our cake stall will be welcome. Anyone

who would like a table please phone Carole Harrison on

01296 668526.

Future dates:

31 October 10am: All Saints Patronal Festival. This will be a

Team Service. Do come.

1 & 15 November: Toddler Worship.

23 November: Social afternoon.

Autumn Term
by Clare South, Acting Head

SCHOOL has started with a very busy

term! National Book Week was enjoyed by

all and the children had the added attraction

of a visiting author. Jonny Zucker worked

with the whole school and signed books for the children.

Next was Harvest. The children performed beautifully in the

church with songs, readings and poetry. Parents donated fresh

and tinned food as well as raising money for the Bishop’s

Appeal. We delivered harvest bags to 41 residents in Long

Marston and Wilstone and have received many lovely cards

of thanks.

Then the Autumn Fair organised by the Friends of Long Mar-

ston School - a great success and well supported. Class 5 de-

signed, made and ran games to raise money. It was a busy but

enjoyable week in class 5.

Almost half term!

THE speaker for this month's WI

meeting was Mr L Woodley, who

gave a talk entitled 'Murders of 19th

Century Bucks'. He told us of three

gruesome murders that had taken

place and the detective work involved

in solving the crimes.

The competition for this meeting was an acrostic poem and

the theme was of course 'MURDER'. Members voted by

placing coins on their favourite poem; the money collected

was then sent to our charity ACWW which supports women

workers in the Third World. This is the winning entry written

by Sylvia Darling.

Midsummer's the place for a murder or two

Under the apple tree, under the yew

Rarely a person with alibi true

Detected by Tom and a sidekick in blue

Eagerly seeking the likeliest clue

Revealing a killer suspected by few.

As happens at all good WI meetings, the evening was

rounded up by tea/coffee and delicious home made cakes.

We do not have a speaker next month as it is our General

Meeting where a report of the previous year is given and the

President is elected. Members will also be bringing along

food for a 'Taste and Bake' tasting session where we all hope

to glean new ideas for our own recipe collections.

SAFARI

SOUTH AFRICA
SELF CATERING ACCOMODATION

3 bedroomed house, sleeps up to 6

people. House borders the Kruger

National Park. Excellent for Bird

Watching and Game Viewing.

Only £350 per week.

Game viewing trips available.

Contact Carolyn 07707922750 / fshr_crlyn@yahoo.co.uk

Pete Jeffery

Mary and Paul would like to say thank you to all the
family and friends for their love, support, cards, dona-
tions, and attendance at the church, for the sad loss
of Pete.

We were overwhelmed by so many people who paid
their respects to Pete.

We all have our treasured memories of him.

Thank you all once again.



Village News

Page 22 November 2010

The agricultural story line… by David Mead

SEASONS move on. The combine sits in the yard waiting for

its well earned clean. Chris the drillman has just drilled the

beans. All the seed corn has been “scattered”, no bags left in

back of shed. The early drillings look well, no sign of blocked

spouts. A missed row shows up from the road - instantly

picked up by neighbours and friends. If an excuse is needed,

“it’s for the skylarks.”

Towards the end of harvest a call came via the satellite. “Daisy

is performing.” I had to see this. David Lake had coaxed the

lady out of her shed, she was hitched onto the tractor and will-

ingly cut the barley. Unlike her noisy descendents she quietly

did what was expected. With her five-foot cut and all power

coming for the tractor, job finished before the rain. I’m sure I

can mention her insides. They are much the same as the mod-

ern giants. Drum for threshing, sieves for sorting, with a fan to

blow away the rubbish. Daisy does not worry - that’s left to

David. “Those oats must have been in the seed; there were a

lot of rabbits; Keith Slade’s cattle must have got out; the va-

pours from the stagnant water in the canal.” - they were all to

blame.

Log deliveries have started. I don’t believe the folks at home

realise how many times I have to put the world right. Log cus-

tomers like to talk. Only yesterday the state of the salmon fish-

ing in Ireland was the subject. The conversation quickly got

round to this 15lb monster that the man on the end of the line

had landed. Master baker (rtd.) William Atkins tells a good

tale, his skill gained while sheltering from the rain in the local

hostelry. This year salmon caught could be kept, so the publi-

can was rewarded for his patience.

We all went to Peter Jeffery’s funeral in Wilstone church. The

occasion was marked by the lack of books, a very quiet Vicar,

and some mourners being directed to Long Marston hall in-

stead of the cricket pavilion, but it was a sad occasion. Peter

enjoyed and worried about his farming activities. He took

great pride in his work, entering ploughing matches held by

the Chiltern Hills Association. Mary, you need a good rest.

When we get to a certain age we need a cup of tea and a chat;

news and gossip is there to be circulated.

At my mother’s funeral I was about to leave Wilstone ceme-

tery when the grave digger approached. “Could I finish the job

now? I’ve got to get home, my nanny goat has got to be cov-

ered.” Life goes on.

Another tale from the cricket pavilion told of children from

Aston Clinton church who could earn six old pence to be in

the choir and another three pence (3d.) to help stamp down the

soil on the grave. Together with the money for two empty bot-

tles ‘found’ at the back of the Rising Sun, it was worth going

to the store for a bottle of pop.

I’ll always remember Tubby Edmunds’ tale of the two pence

(2d.) he could earn pumping air for the organ in Wilstone

church. He tried to be paid at the end of the service, but failed.

“If I pay you at the beginning of the service you can put 1d. in

the collection.”

Stop press: “Huge perch caught in local waters.” See Angling

News. Ken Brown leads the field.

Seasons move on

OCTOBER has been a very exciting month at First Steps.

On the 12th we held a committee meeting where we discussed

increasing the pre-school hours so we can provide 15 hours

per week of childcare. 15 is the magic number, as it is the

number of hours of pre-school that the government will fund

for children aged 3 and 4. Also, we recently discovered that

lunch club can be included as part of the funded hours. The

committee was unanimously behind the increase in hours and

the result is that from January 2011 our normal session will

be 9am-12pm followed by lunch club (on Tuesday and Fri-

day) from 12pm-1.30pm. The most exciting part of this for

the parents is that from the term after their child is three they

will no longer have to pay any pre-school fees (even for lunch

club) – hoorah!

On the 19th, I was lucky enough to accompany the pre-

school children on a visit to see Ruth Robson's farm animals.

The sun was shining and the children had a wonderful time

watching the pigs have their breakfast, looking at the horses,

peering into the hen house, sitting on the tractor and even

stroking a chicken! Ruth spent about an hour with us telling

the children about the animals and showing us around. We all

had a lovely morning – thank you Ruth for making us feel so

welcome.

If anyone has an idea for somewhere in Long Marston the

pre-school children could visit then we'd be delighted to hear

from you. Alternatively if you have a skill or interest that our

children might learn from, then please get in touch. We are

very keen for them to learn as much as possible about their

surroundings and community.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Mar-

ston every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from

9.15am – 11.45am during term time, with lunch clubs on

Tuesday and Friday until 1.15pm. We welcome all children

aged between 2½ and 5. If you would like to know more

about Pre-School or wish to put your child’s name on our

waiting list, please contact either Teresa Giddings, pre-school

leader, on 07925 185311 (during pre-school hours) or our

chairperson, Vicky Hayes, on 01296 661586.

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group: 10-11.30am on

Wednesday mornings (term time) at Victory Hall, Long Mar-

ston. £1.50 per child (50p per additional child over 1 year).

Everyone welcome. For more information, ring Vicky Hayes.

Longer hours and fewer fees
by Vicky Hayes, First Steps Pre-School
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Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom

in Pitstone

07860 340 130

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are

enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome.

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127
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Poets’ corner

A-going into winter
by Jon Lill

Suddenly -

or so it seems -

it is autumn

going into winter

and a sense of something lost.

Now you watch the trees

through which we walked

shed their summer leaves

a-going into winter

with only memories now

of how we welcomed spring.

The snowdrop,

primrose

and the bluebells

that seemed to offer then

such colours

hopes and promises,

that will perhaps

no, surely will, again return

next year.

Only this time then

the chair by your fire

will be empty.

Sudoku solution No53

MORE than 60 guests enjoyed a talk and

demonstration by Prison Service Dog han-

dlers and their charges at Long Marston Dog

Training Classes recently at the Victory

Hall. Prison Officers Keith Murphy and

Tom Sweetland both work at HMP The

Mount in Bovingdon, a category C estab-

lishment holding 760 prisoners. Working

with their dogs, they are on the frontline

preventing and detecting the trafficking of

illegal drugs and mobile telephones to pris-

oners.

Both officers have been dog handlers for a

number of years and gave a very informa-

tive talk on how the Prison Service source

and licence their dogs and explained that

training was based on a game of finding a

tennis ball. Over a period of four weeks the

ball is removed and the scent of various

substances including mobile telephone bat-

teries introduced. Every time the dog detects

drugs it is rewarded with the tennis ball and

a game.

The highlight of the evening were the

demonstrations. The officers both work two

dogs, Labrador retrievers and Springer span-

iels. The first demonstration had officer

Sweetland tasking his spaniel Poppy to

carry out an active search of the stage area.

In a very short time she identified where

some drugs had been hidden and sat down

staring at the area waiting for her reward.

Volunteers were then asked to form a line

and one was given a quantity of cannabis

which was hidden in a pocket. Labradors

Scott and Buddy were then given the task of

finding the drugs. The officers explained

that when the dogs detect a substance it does

not necessarily mean that a person has an

illegal substance on them, only that they

have been in contact with it. During each

search it was not long before the dogs were

sitting staring at the pocket waiting for the

ball.

The demonstration concluded with mem-

bers of the audience having the opportunity

to work with the dogs themselves and task-

ing them to search people, which proved to

be very entertaining.

Whilst having tea and glorious home made

cakes, guests took the opportunity to talk to

the officers about their work and the eve-

ning raised one hundred pounds for the offi-

cer’s charity of choice, the Hospice of St

Francis.

Anyone interested in attending dog train-

ing classes at Long Marston can contact

Claudine Cox on 01296 668792.

Prison dogs prove a big hit by Mike Ward

Prison dog ‘Buddy’ searches for drugs.

It’s no holiday

camp for eco lodge

promoters by Phil Buchi

THE daring scheme to build a small holiday

village of eco lodges on the shores of Wil-

stone reservoir has been dropped, it was an-

nounced at the October meeting of the Parish

Council. The promoters of the idea, landown-

ers Rothschild Estates, have decided not to

proceed after conducting a consultation exer-

cise with interested parties. “Too many obsta-

cles to overcome”, was cited as the reason.

Rather a pity really. The continuing story

would have provided numerous opportunities

to trot out the old “Hi Di Hi” gags again.

Danger from

flaming lanterns

FLYING Chinese lanterns,

which use a burning pad to

generate hot air, can be dan-

gerous. They can fly long

distances taken by the wind,

and could damage crops and

buildings if they are still

alight when they land. The

metal remains are a danger to

livestock if they fall on graz-

ing land.
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Long Marston Cricket Club annual awards by Paul Dumpleton

ANOTHER season is over at Marlins and all winter prepara-

tions have been completed. The club has had a good season

under the leadership of first team captain Harry Bowles. Suc-

cess in the Aylesbury Cup Final in July was tempered slightly

by defeat in the Coronation Cup Final, but it was a consider-

able achievement to reach the final of both. Our league teams

achieved comfortable positions in their respective divisions of

the Cherwell League with the 2nd XI narrowly missing out on

promotion.

The annual awards and presentation evening was held at Mar-

lins on Saturday 9th October when a nearly full house cele-

brated the season’s individual and collective achievements.

Awards winners were as follows:

Chairman’s Awards (for exceptional individual performance)

Rachid Ali 16 – 5 – 38 – 8 (at Marlins 8th May)

Mike Lyons 133 (at Marlins 15th May)

James Beesley 98 & 4 – 0 – 19 – 7 (Waddesdon 18th May)

Peter Toovey 10.2 – 3 – 11 – 9 (Marlins 29th May)

Rachid Ali 118 not out (at Marlins 21st June)

Mark Green 114 not out (at Marlins 12th July Aylesbury Cup S/Final)

Mark Geen 108 not out (at Dinton 19th July Aylesbury Cup Final)

Simon McLeman Hat trick (at Harefield 5th Sept)

JOHN CALDER CUP 2010 (best junior performance of the season)

James Beesley (6-3-10-4 v Sandford St Martin at Marlins 07.08.10)

HAROLD CUTLER MEMORIAL CUP 2010 (most promising young cricketer)

Matthew Storey

MARY SIMS MEMORIAL CUP 2010 (best match winning performance)

Peter Toovey (10.2-3-11-9 & 39 runs + 1 catch v Abingdon Vale 29.05.10 at Marlins)

DUMPY SALVER 2010 (best all round performance in a league game)

Peter Toovey (10.2-3-11-9 & 39 runs + 1 catch)

LEN DEAN CUP 1st XI 2010 (players player)

Simon Bounds

LEN DEAN CUP 2nd XI 2010 (players player)

Paul Marsh

DON DEAN CUP 3rd XI 2010 (players player)

James Cockbain

THOMAS CHAPMAN MEMORIAL AWARD 2010

(services to LMCC)

Kevin Winfield

Turn to page 32 for

Groundsman Don Winfield retires: 80; not out.

Coaches Awards

U9 Felix Brookes

U11 Oliver Beeney

U13 Ben Murcott

U15 James Beesley

U17 Matthew Storey
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The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter

St.Mary’s Church 
 

REMEMBRANCE COMPLINE

THURSDAY, 11th NOVEMBER, 8 p.m.

Light a candle and place it on the large cross in remembrance of those lost in the Wars.

Support the Friends of St. Mary’s Church

SATURDAY, 27th NOVEMBER

WRAPPED CHRISTMAS PRESENT TOMBOLA STALL
at the

LONG MARSTON CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

VICTORY HALL, LONG MARSTON

Surprise gifts for adults and children !!

St. Mary’s Church 
 

SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 
 

SUNDAY, 19th DECEMBER – 3.30 p.m. 
 

Immediately followed by hot Puttenham punch, mince pies & sausage rolls 
 

Decorating the church for this service and Christmas will take place on Saturday, 18th December, starting at 10 a.m.

Do join us for this exciting and enjoyable task of the year.

Report on the October jumble sale. Many thanks indeed
to everyone who contributed with jumble, helped sorting,
helped on the day and clearing away afterwards. The
children from orphanages and a blind school in Burma,
together with other associated outlets in Burma, bene-
fited directly from our left-over clothes, toys and chil-
dren’s books. We have a direct contact with the end
result of this charity, and know that it is voluntary and

direct giving to the end source. Together with some
generous donations, our jumble sale raised £1,003 for
“The Friends”.

Our upgrade on the Cecilia Hall kitchen is all but com-
plete, and we will now be concentrating on raising funds
for work on the serious damp problems in St.Mary’s
Church.

Jumble sale raises £1,003
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WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-testing

and algae identification services, and treatments for algae and thick

black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive, messy

dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it!

EXPECTING VISITORS 
Can’t accommodate them? Well we can. 

B&B 
Family room available - en suite bathroom,  
separate study area - TV - reasonable rates 
Farm house in the centre of Long Marston 

Phone Gillie 01296 668548 

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122

Arrests made

SOME good news for anyone who saw the vast amount of

police vehicles and officers or heard the police helicopter

shouting from the sky on 19th October in Puttenham. This was

an incident that resulted in two suspects being arrested on the

canal towpath. A good result thanks to some local residents.

Burglary, burglary

We have seen a few burglaries in the area, which is why it is

extremely important that everyone takes simple steps to pre-

vent you becoming a target.

- Ensure all your windows and doors are locked and secure. If

you have UPVC doors or doors that have a double locking

facility. Always double lock them.

- Ensure side gates, sheds and garages are locked and secure

If you are away, let your neighbour know; consider a timer

switch for lights to come on, (making your home look lived in)

- Keep expensive items out of sight. Ensure packaging for

expensive items are discarded in a way that it’s not easy for

someone to know what you have in your property, particularly

at this time of year on the approach to Christmas.

- Consider installing external lighting, as it could help deter a

thief.

- Report anything suspicious to the Police.

Speeding

We are still out conducting

speeding checks in the area.

We will over the next few

months be deploying the laser

speed gun with a view to issu-

ing speeding fines/points for

any driver caught exceeding

the speed limit. We have

mentioned previously that we

were warning drivers and

looking to remind and teach

people about speeding, so

please ensure that when driv-

ing you observe the speed

limit. A point that we should all note is that a good majority of

people stopped and spoken to about speeding were residents in

or near to our villages.

On a lighter note, I was considering talks with the creator of

“the Straw Cop” in Long Marston about them designing and

changing our uniform. After consulting some of my colleagues

it was decided not to - they thought it was a ‘strawful’ idea!

Police report by Thomas Montgomery, Herts Police

PCSO Thomas Montgomery
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Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Your editor for December will be:

John McCall

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:

Thursday 18th November 2010.

You can read Village News on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Stephen Hunneysett 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Thomas Montgomery 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Claire Fordham 01296 668088

Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170

Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200

Churchwardens

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Mary’s:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Vicky Hayes 01296 661586

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Vicky Hayes 01296 661586

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training
Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272

Women’s Institute

Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Carole Harrison, 01296 668526.
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 

 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 

07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

Vale  

 Burner 

 Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers

OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR



Village News

Page 30 November 2010

CHRISTINGLE

5th December, 4 p.m.

ST CROSS WILSTONE

An Advent service of light in preparation for Christmas
- ideal for the whole family.

bottling plant then it was up the road to Wilstone Village

stores. Virginia and Jo welcomed us on behalf of Liz and Ron

with a brief history of the shop and how Liz and Ron with

their team of volunteers have re-invented it to meet not just a

practical need, but a very important social one too. During the

unusual afternoon opening Virginia sold two very appropriate

items, a loaf of bread and a bottle of wine!

John Painter followed the tour, camera in hand, and was able

to represent that energetic and creative group of people, the

Village Hall committee. He told the Bishop of all the refur-

bishment and improvements to the hall, film nights and other

events which maintain that excellent community facility.

Meanwhile in St Cross tea was made, of course, and Bishop

Alan was able to talk to our “Messy Church” team and see a

PowerPoint display of all the activities which happen on the 1st

Sunday of the month. He also chatted to members of the wider

community and the friends of St Cross about the church and

how it fits into village life.

During his time in the Tring and Berkhamsted area the Bishop

addressed the local clergy. He emphasised that this is a very

important time in the life of all our churches.

Seeing ourselves as part of something greater than an accident

of evolution, but having a place in the created order of a lov-

ing God is increasingly seen as irrelevant; we replace it with

other more transient things, things which leave an emptiness,

a hollowness which can only be filled by reconnecting with

our spiritual needs.

Worshipping together, that is acknowledging in a shared re-

sponse to God, the things which we value in life has all but

disappeared, except for major life events, squeezed out by the

sheer busyness of life, long working hours and competing lei-

sure and social demands at weekends.

This is why, like the diversification at Great Farm and the re-

invention of the Village Stores, in order to continue to serve

the Wilstone community St Cross is diversifying. Messy

Church at 4p.m. on the first Sunday every month is a relaxed

fusion of church, craft club and time for families to be together

at the weekend. We are also having occasional short services

before the Coffee Mornings on Tuesdays; the next service will

be on Tuesday 2nd November “Rosemary for Remembrance”,

when we have an opportunity to remember our loved ones

who have died. Everyone attending will receive a sprig of

rosemary, a traditional symbol of remembrance, to place on

the altar or take home.

You will always receive a warm welcome at St Cross and we

are always interested to know your views on where and how

we can enable our church to live and grow.

(Continued from page 1) 

Bishop’s rural ride (continued) by Rev’d Jo Wetherall

This poster (right) was designed by Izzy Alwyn of Long

Marston School for Tring Rural Parish Council. The

Council hopes that the children’s designs will be more

effective than the official signs.

MEANWHILE, in far off East Sussex, Hastings Borough

Council have made the national press trying to tackle a simi-

lar problem with a series of hard hitting posters. Using a num-

ber of rather direct slogans such as: “Oi! Sort your s**t out!”

they hope to grab people’s attention and improve behaviour.

Just shows that this is a widespread problem, though we think

the designs produced by the pupils of Long Marston School

are just as hard hitting and have a little more charm.
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Royal visitor. Stannier Pacific No. 6201 “Princess Elizabeth” heads south past Cheddington recently with a special excur-

sion train, “The Midlander”. This magnificent picture was taken by David Prosser of Wilstone Green.

Royalty at Cheddington as princess flies through

Customers at Wilstone village shop raised £152 for Macmillan cancer

care when they took part in The Big Coffee Morning. (Village News.)

Orders taken now for
2011 local scenes
calendars

Two high quality full-colour calendars fea-
turing scenes in and around Wilstone
have been put together to support the
village shop and for you to enjoy in 2011.

Pop along to the Wilstone village shop,
where they are available to see and
order. Perhaps you could give one for
Christmas.

Two sizes are available, one of which has
50 photos! Available to order only, but
you can place your order now for delivery
in time for Christmas. Must be seen.
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

Historic moment as new wooden bridge takes shape
by Colin Moore and John Painter

Up she goes. Contractors and BW engineers manhandle the new canal footbridge into place. (Pictures: John Painter.)

AFTER considerable work to prepare the site, the new wooden foot-

bridge across the Aylesbury Arm at Wilstone was lowered and bolted

into place this month by contactors working for British Waterways.

A mobile crane was brought across the field for the big lift, but the

pictures show that a fair amount of muscle was needed too. It is in-

deed an impressive structure and its massive timbers should be

around into the next century.

Now there is talk of an opening ceremony being organised. Village

News can reveal that the famous Wilstone Showgirls have been re-

hearsing again. Have they perhaps been invited to take part in the

inauguration event? Our photographers have not been able to catch

them actually rehearsing on the bridge, so for your delight we have

commissioned (at great expense) an artist's impression of the grand

event. However it is understood that ‘Waterways’ may have some

health and safety concerns. The precision of the troupe is well known

and with their high stepping routine the concern is that this may cre-

ate harmonic waves. The effect would be disastrous with the bridge

going into an unstoppable wobble before finally collapsing. We all

remember the Millennium Bridge. Watch this space.

Right: Will we see this at the grand opening ceremony?

Our artist’s impression of the Wilstone Showgirls dancing the

Can Can on the bridge. (Artwork: CM.)

Groundsman Don Winfield retires: 80; not out by Paul Dumpleton

FOR the first time in 22 years the name of the groundsman on

the Long Marston Cricket Club fixture card will change next

year. Don reached 80 not out earlier in the season and he has

decided that he can no longer carry out the rigorous physical

activity associated with maintaining our ground.

However he will remain with us in a mentoring / advisory ca-

pacity as we attempt to fill the inevitable void left by his very

understandable and accepted decision. This is a double blow

for the Club as we will also lose the service of Daphne, who is

always at Marlins cleaning, hoovering, tidying etc in addition

to providing the lovely displays of flowers outside the ground.

Don started playing for Long Marston in 1947 when the then

captain and former chairman and president of our club Len

Dean took Don up to Tring to get some whites so that he could

play the following week. 63 years later and Don remains as

staunch a supporter of our club as ever. He has the red and

white of LMCC going through him like the seaside towns’

names appear in a stick of rock.

The debt the Club owes to Don and Daphne is immeasurable.

A loud and sustained standing ovation from all present con-

cluded the annual presentation evening on 9th October.

(See page 25 for a full report on the Club annual awards.)


