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New contract “unfair” to Sub-Post Offices

“THE worst business decision of the year”
is how the sub-postmasters’ trade associa-
tion, postmaster network, described a new
contract to be offered to all sub-Post Offices
in December. Wilstone sub-postmistress
Jenni Corsby has begun a petition to fight
back against what she believes will be unrea-
sonable restrictions on her business, and has
140 signatures already.

According to postmaster network a recent
ruling from the Office of Fair Trading means
that the Post Office may now offer new con-
tract terms which would prevent local post
offices from offering any products or ser-
vices which the Post Office deemed to be in
competition with its own services. If this is
indeed the case it does seem to go against the
grain of fair trading, and perhaps is indica-
tive of a monopoly under siege - with postal
services to be open to competition shortly.

A particular injustice would seem to be the
placing restrictions on local post offices to
try and make a reasonable living if they were
prevented, for example, from offering insur-
ance, cheque cashing or other operators’
postal services. Jenni Corsby said: “We are
not paid enough by Post Office Ltd for the
business we carry out for them to make a
living, and I rely on income from other sales
in the shop. If the Post Office is now to be
allowed to prevent us from putting money
into our tills from anything they consider to
be competitive, what future do we have?”

Strangely, Post Office bosses have not
given her any information on the new con-
tract proposals. Long Marston sub-
postmaster Tim Fielding told Village News
that he did not expect the new contract to
have any immediate impact on his business
as he did not currently offer any services
which were in competition with the Post Of-
fice. It remains to be seen how the Post Of-
fice will act. One thing is for sure though:
the best way to help our local post offices in
Long Marston and Wilstone is to use all the
services they offer to the community, and
help keep them in business.

Post Office customer Pauline Askey
(right) signs the petition with sub-
postmistress Jenni Corsby.

Picture: Village News

Delivery volunteer needed

Village News needs another volunteer to deliver up to 40 copies of the village magazine each
month in Wilstone. This small task takes about 45 minutes per month at a gentle stroll. Copies
are delivered to your door, together with details of the round. If you can help by being this
vital link with our readers please call Phil Buchi on 01442 890599.

by our staff reporter
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Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
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Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, inter-
esting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.

Deadline for items for our next edition
(December) is Sunday 20th November 2005.

The guest editor next month is Colin Moore.

St Mary’s Church, Puttenham

Church Services
at

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services

Wednesday 2 November - All Souls Day
8.00pm All Saints

6 November
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

13 November – Remembrance Day

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
9.30am St Cross Remembrance Service
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
10.50am at Long Marston War Memorial
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

20 November
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

27 November
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

SUMMER is over, the clocks go back this weekend and
we now have the dark and damp autumn and winter days
and nights to look forward to. We can however look for-
ward to those long walks on crisp and sunny afternoons
and returning home to tea and crumpets in front of a
roaring fire.

Check out the “What's on” section on pages 4 & 5 and
plan your days and evenings. If you are an organiser of
an event, let us know in good time so that we can help
you with your publicity. We can enter dates many
months ahead to help you avoid clashes with other events
in the villages.

Talking of fires, if you are planning a bonfire event, even
a small one at home, do take all the necessary precau-
tions and don’t forget to check for hedgehogs sleeping in
the bonfire before lighting it.

Colin Davenport
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Turning a plan into actions
THE parish council began the process of turning the Parish
Plan into useful actions by staging an action workshop on
3rd October. Villagers were invited to attend, along with
officials and councillors from Dacorum and Hertfordshire,
and a number took advantage of the opportunity to contrib-
ute. Each of the action areas in the plan had a discussion
table, and people joined the group they were interested in
moving on to another group as the evening progressed.
There was no shortage of ideas and enthusiasm - so the
event seemed to be a good start. Anyone who was not able
to attend but who is interested in helping can still do so.
Contact a parish councillor. The 6 action plan areas are:
environmental issues; countryside access; transport and vol-
untary services; housing; leisure and community facilities;
crime and anti-social issues.

Turning a parish plan into action at the recent meeting in
Wilstone village hall

Ballroom fun!
by Margaret Buchi

WILSTONE village hall committee’s Strictly Ballroom for
Fun evening proved to be just that - bags of fun! Under the
expert guidance of dance professionals Joanne and Gordon, a
capacity crowd of 60 dancers took to the floor and got on
with the business of the quick-step, waltz, rumba, cha-cha-
cha and jive. A barn dance, thrown in for good measure, pro-
duced some hilarious moments until everyone consented to
move in the same direction. The emphasis was on have-a-go,
and everyone did - keeping the splendid newly refurbished
dance floor busy right up to the last waltz. Modern jive was
new to most, but there was no shortage of volunteers to join
the ‘Ceroc in 10 minutes’ session, and some could be seen
perfecting their catapult manoeuvres late into the evening.

Dancers came from all the local villages, and included many
past graduates of the Long Marston School of Dancing and
enthusiasts from the May Ball. The interval cabaret was a
spectacular demonstration of a medieval court dance - the
Pavan - by Matthew, Emma, Joanne and Gordon in full court
dress of the period. (Like the scene in TV’s “Elizabeth I”,
when she was about to meet the French chap hiding in the
cupboard.) A raffle raised £117 for Sarah Henshaw’s
“Youth in Need” project to provide a training centre for
young people in Tanzania.

A new venture (in recent times anyway) for the village hall
committee, ‘Strictly Ballroom for Fun’ is clearly a hit with
local dance enthusiasts. Many said: “When’s the next one?”.

Ashridge deer collisions project by Simon Knock

THE Ashridge Estate has become the testing area for a new safety
scheme to reduce road accidents caused by deer.
The pilot scheme which is a partnership between the National
Trust, the Chilterns Conservation Board and Hertfordshire, Buck-
inghamshire and Bedfordshire County Councils, is trialing two
different types of devices fitted to posts at the side of the road.
These special sound devices, which are being used for the first
time in the UK, will give off a sound when triggered by the head-
lights of passing traffic, to stop the deer going into the road. In
addition interactive signs will be used to encourage drivers to slow
down. This will be activated by the speed of traffic or by crossing
deer.

Property Manager at the Ashridge Estate, Graeme Cannon said
“Each year there are around 120 Fallow deer killed on the roads in
and around the Estate. There is a huge volume of traffic travelling
through the Estate every day and this is an area with several hun-
dred deer which cross the roads on a regular basis so drivers do
need to be very aware of the risk of colliding with deer. Most deer
which are struck unfortunately have to be put down at roadside
and there is also the obvious risk of human injury and serious
damage to cars. In addition, drivers who swerve to avoid a deer
may collide with an oncoming vehicle, so there is a significant
problem.”

Graeme added: “A major part of the problem is the speed of the

traffic. There is also a lot of traffic on the roads and at night cars
have been recorded at speeds in excess of 80mph ! We have been
recording details of accidents for several years and know where
the main ‘hot spots’ are. With these acoustic reflectors we don’t
want to stop deer crossing the road completely but if we can deter
them when traffic is passing it will hopefully reduce the number of
deer collisions.”

The Ashridge Estate have been working closely with the UK Deer
Collisions Project. Project leader Dr Jochen Langbein said “It is
important that we are aware of all collisions involving deer. The
only way we can record all incidents is for the people involved to
tell us about it and urge members of the public to do so.”
If you are involved in a collision with a deer, you can inform the
Deer Collisions Project by e-mailing info@deercollisions.co.uk.
Nationally there are some 30,000 deer related road collisions re-
sulting in 250 human injuries and £10.5 million worth of damage.
Accidents involving deer are at their highest between October and
December, and the scheme has been implemented in time for this
season.

The results of the project will be monitored over the next year and,
if successful, may be used in other parts of the country.

Simon Knock
Ashridge Estate 2005
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What’s on...
Diary dates…….
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend all these meetings.

Wednesday 16 November, Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 21 December, Wilstone village hall.

Sunday 30 October
Halloween party, Wilstone village hall, 5pm - 7pm.
Wednesday 2 November
All Souls Day. All Saints, Long Marston 8pm
Saturday 5 November
Jumble sale. Wilstone village hall 10am
Sunday 6 November
PSA St Mary’s Puttenham 3pm
Friday 11 November
Long Marston School Auction. 7.30pm Tickets £10.
Sunday 13 November
Remembrance Day
Friday 18 November
Wine tasting quiz/call my bluff. Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 19 November
Barn Dance. Bishops wood school. 7pm

LONG MARSTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

It may be in need of repair…
It may need smartening up and redecorating…
But it is OUR Village Hall – IT BELONGS TO US ALL.

We would miss it dreadfully if it wasn’t there:
where else could we hold all these events?

Adults’ and Children’s Parties
First Steps Pre-School and the Baby & Toddler Club
Quiz Nights, Bazaars, Beetle Drives and Bingo Nights
The Horticultural Show
Women’s Institute Meetings
Wedding Receptions
Theatrical Rehearsals and Band Practice
LM Football Club Matches
TRPC and Village Meetings
Barn dances & Discos
Committee and Society Meetings
Pet Dog Training Sessions
Fund-raising Events
The Pantomime

The Hall needs your help.
The Village Hall Committee needs your input.
DO YOU CARE… enough to come to our A.G.M?

Tuesday, 29th November at 8pm in the Hall.

Cheese and wine will be provided.

Please give us your support.
Colette (01296 661172).

Wilstone Village Hall Committe
Presents

A Wine Quiz/Call my Bluff

Friday 18 November

At the Village hall

First question at 7.30pm

Tickets £10
Available from the Village shop.

Includes cheese and biscuits
Example:

On a Spanish wine, what is tinto ?

A) White
B) Red
C) Grape type
D) Strong in Alcohol
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…What’s on
Saturday 26 November
Christmas bazaar at Long Marston village hall.
Sunday 27 November 6.15pm Panto auditions for chil-
dren's chorus. LM village hall
Sunday 27 November 7pm Panto meeting for adults.
LM village hall.
Tuesday 29 November
Long Marston Village Hall AGM 8pm
Thursday 15 December
Santa to visit Wilstone
Tuesday 20 December
Carols around the Christmas tree. Long Marston
Saturday 31 December
New Years Eve party. Wilstone village hall.
Sunday 8 January 2006
Children’s rehearsals start for pantomime.
16,17,18 February 2006
Robin Hood & The Babes in the Wood. LM village hall
Saturday April 29 2006
ABBA revival night. Wilstone village hall

At Wilstone Village Hall on
Sunday, 30th October from 5-7pm.

All children, up to the age of 14 years,
welcome.

Fancy dress and best Jack ‘o’ lantern
competitions.

Lots of spooky games and a disco.
Hotdog and drink.

£3 per person on the day.

Charity Christmas cards sale
THE combined charity Christmas card sale will be held on
the following dates at the Court House, Berkhamsted, from
10am to 4pm:

Saturday 29 October,
Saturday 12 November, Saturday 26 November.

Many national and local charities from Herts and Bucks will
be represented.

Jumble Sale
In aid of the “Youth in Need” project,

Tanzania
Wilstone Village Hall

Saturday 5 November
10am - 1pm
20p entrance

Bargains galore
All welcome

YOU ARE INVITED TO

ST. MARY’S  CHURCH,  PUTTENHAM

FOR A

Pleasant  Sunday  Afternoon

ON

SUNDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER

AT

3 P.M.

Welcoming…..

Patrick Gibson (guitarist) and Friends 
 

Plus…..
“Singing and Listening” 

 

Followed by Refreshments
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Home Cooked Food Served
Mon –Sat

12 Noon – 2pm
7pm – 9pm

Sunday Roast
12 Noon – 5pm

Fullers & Guest Ales

Live Music

Sat 5th November
OVER*EASY

Sat 19th November
Age of Reason

Sat 3rd December
The Players

Sunday Nights
Toby’s Quiz from 8.30

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

Villages lose out to Leighton

It’s that time of the year again: nights are drawing in, leaves
are turning, and there’s another flight-path consultation going
on. The latest twist to the tale is that Luton Airport is propos-
ing missing Leighton Buzzard whenever possible, resulting in
more planes over many Vale villages. There is no reason to
suggest this arrangement would be worse for your area, but
precedent deems that when a proposal is revised then ALL
villages should be reconsulted. Yours has not!

Please write to your Parish Council NOW, asking them to
obtain more information from the airport about how the re-
vised proposals will affect the village, why your PC has not
been consulted, and that it is unfair that the Vale is being sac-
rificed to protect Leighton Buzzard. Plus anything else you
feel like saying.

Remember, it’s your letters that have kept the flight path at
bay for over three years, so don’t give up now!
Bucks Association of Local Councils has asked for more in-
formation from Luton as they consider the documents lack-
ing. PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) is not a
consultee this time, but that hasn’t stopped us pointing out
flaws, inconsistencies and other inadequacies in the consulta-
ton documents and process to the airport and the Civil Avia-
tion Authority. For more information, please contact PAVAN
at Rachel@PAVAN.org.uk or phone 01525 240950.



Village News

Page 7 November 2005

WALKING &
WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets
and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

In Brief... 
Christmas bazaar: 26 November
The Christmas Bazaar will be held at Long Marston Victory
Hall on Saturday 26 November from 2pm to 4pm.

Mobile library
THE rural mobile library visits Long Marston, Puttenham,
Astrope, Wilstone and Little Tring once a fortnight on Thurs-
days. This a useful service provided for all by Hertfordshire
library services, and it could probably do with a few more
customers to encourage them to keep it going. You can’t miss
the large cream coloured library lorry. Dates and times for
November and December are below.
November 3rd, 17th
December 1st, 15th, 29th

Long Marston: Bromley -11.30 to 11.55; village hall - 12.00
to 12.45; school - 12.50 to 1.15. Puttenham: 2.00 to 2.10.
Astrope: 2.15 to 2.30. Wilstone: Grange Road - 2.35 to 3.15;
Half Moon 3.20 to 4.10. Little Tring: 4.15 to 4.30.

New Pilates class
A NEW Pilates course for beginners is to start at Wilstone
village hall on Wednesday 9th November. The course is for 6
weeks, and the weekly sessions start at 9.30am. Pilates is a
great way to exercise and addresses strength, flexibility and
posture. Everyone can work to their own ability and still chal-
lenge themselves. Enquiries and bookings to Clare on 07816
120 783.

Fly Tipping
To report any incidents of fly tipping, please contact Dacorum Waste
Services on 01442 228666.

Christmas Lunch
Roast Turkey & Cranberry Sauce

Or
Roast Pork & Apple Sauce

Served with Potatoes and a selection of
Festive Vegetables

Traditional Christmas Pudding
Or

Home Made Mince Pies

£9.95
Free Bottle of House Wine for Bookings of

Four or More

Available throughout December

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net
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J B Services 

patios & drives 
block, shingle & tarmac 

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
no job too small 

 

tel: 07799 398335, 
or 01442 826648 (evenings)

A.J. Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 13 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in contact phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034 
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone Nr Tring 
Herts 

HP23 4PB 

Wilstone Post Office 
& Village Stores 

 

Wholesome foods - local produce 
 

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  
(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon). 
Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon 

 

Don’t give Christmas
another thought!
(After all, it was summer only last week.) 

Instead enjoy a sunny autumn and place your orders with us 
for local free range turkeys, duck and goose.  We will also 

be getting in Christmas cakes and puddings, hampers, gifts, 
wrapping stuff, wines and spirits.  Let us get it for you and 

you can spend your time doing something more interesting. 
 

Also, ask about our new Gluten Free cakes and biscuits.  
“They taste great”, our customers tell us. 

 
You can get cash with no charges if you bank with  

Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Co-op Bank. 
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial

Approved contractor

For ALL your electrical requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Par ish News
by the Rev’d Huw Bel l is

ONE of the charities which we are supporting as a Team Par-
ish this year is the Mission to Seafarers. I spent two years
working for them before I trained for the ordained ministry
and for the first year I was based in New Orleans. You will
realise then that I have been following the news about Hurri-
cane Katrina with great interest and concern. Only today I
heard from the Mission secretary that they have still not been
able to contact the wife of the priest who mentored me whilst I
was there.
New Orleans is one of the largest ports in the world. The Mis-
sions to Seafarers works in ports reaching out to Merchant Sea
men and women. In the daytime we would visit the ships, and
in the evening we ran a centre for the seafarers to visit. Here
they could relax, but most importantly they would contact
their families.
My work took me into areas of the city which others, locals
included, probably never visited. The docks are all along the
length of the river, but as you may also remember from the
news the worst flooding was alongside the industrial canal. It
is here that one of the levees broke and it was a location that I
visited regularly because it is where cargoes of sugar and alu-
minium were loaded. The docks were quite ordinary, however
the drive to get to them took me through the most deprived
housing that I can remember. Hardly a building had a door or
window that wasn’t broken. The projects, as these housing
estates are known, had a feeling of being lawless places. It
was a criminality born out of extreme poverty. There is no
way that I would ever have stopped the van while driving
through them.

In the year I was there, there were over 450 murders and this is
in a city of only about 400,000 people. When my parents vis-
ited, on the way from the airport I had to collect some sailors
from the poorest end of town. When we got to the Mission my
mother asked if it was all right to drink the water. Rather than
being in the richest country in the world it felt to her that she
was in a third world country. Away from the glamour of the
French Quarter there was a sense of hopelessness. My mem-
ory of New Orleans isn’t an image of Mardi Gras, instead it is
of the crack addicts sitting on the street corners. The catastro-
phic flooding has brought this side of America’s party city to
light.

What I discovered working for the Missions to Seafarers was
that when a ship comes into a port everyone is interested in the
documents, in the cargo, in refuelling, in the business. No one
was interested in the crew – that is the people who do the vital
work of bringing ‘our daily bread’ around the world - no one
that is except the Mission to Seafarers. The Mission to Seafar-
ers isn’t there to convert people or to force them to go to
church. As a Christian organisation they are there to demon-
strate the love of God for all people. In giving the crews of
the ships the opportunity to come ashore for a few hours, to
post letters home to loved ones, to make a precious phone call,
they are emphasising that within what is essentially a difficult
and dangerous industry it is above all people that matter.
Sometimes the people are forgotten, but as Christians our Mis-

sion is to place love of God and love of neighbour before any-
thing else. Maybe you don’t like the word ‘mission’. It seems
to smack of all that was wrong with 19th Century colonialism.
The Mission to Seafarers teaches us another lesson, mission is
about putting people first. Mission is about transforming our
world so that poverty and inequality cannot be forgotten and
ignored.

One can’t help but feel that there is a parallel in New Orleans.
Somewhere in all of the hype about this great party city the
people of the city were forgotten about. I wonder if the tour-
ists on Bourbon Street ever asked where the locals were. I
doubt it. Now they know and that should give us all the will
to change the terrible circumstances in which so many have to
live.

LIGHT UP A LIFE THIS CHRISTMAS

OVER the past 20 years, the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home
has cared for more than 6,500 terminally ill patients and their
families across the Chilterns area. Our pioneering service began
in 1985 when five nurses helped our first patient, Iain Rennie,
to come home from hospital to be with his young family during
the final stages of his battle with cancer. 20 years later, the
Hospice at Home charity that proudly bears Iain’s name still
holds fast to the values that made a difference for him and his
family. Our belief in offering practical, hands-on nursing care
at home for our patients, combined with support for their fami-
lies and access to a 24 hour on-call nursing service, is as strong
as ever.
During the past five years, more than £46,000 has been raised
to support our work by people sponsoring lights on Christmas
trees spread over the Iain Rennie “patch”. Lights have been
dedicated in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a special
event, or as a Christmas present, perhaps for someone overseas.
This coming Christmas, trees will once again be lit up in Hemel
Hempstead, Tring, High Wycombe, Beaconsfield, Chalfont St.
Giles, Princes Risborough and Tylers Green, with dedication
ceremonies being held at each venue.
If you would like to sponsor one of our lights or find out more,
please contact our office at 52a Western Road, Tring, HP23
4BB, telephone 01442 890222 or visit our website
www.irhh.org Registered Charity 297847.
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RAMAGE & SON 
LANDSCAPES 

For all your garden needs. 
Fencing, grass cutting, patios and paths. 

Logs for sale. 
Telephone: 

Stuart: 01442 890842 
(Mob - 0797 906 0675) 
Bob: 01494 433106 

(Mob - 0778 877 7785) 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932 Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

A link person with German or
Russian needed

IN the coming months a link person will be needed to commu-

nicate and correspond regularly with Father Pavel Adelheim

and Vera his wife to enable the Tring Team/Pskov link to con-

tinue and to flourish. Many of you know already that I am

retiring from ministry in the New Year. I have had twenty

wonderful years, for which I feel very privileged. It has been

an amazing time for me.

I have made so many friends over those twenty years and been

richly blessed by belonging to such a loving, caring and sup-

portive community throughout the team parish and the dean-

ery.

As regards the Pskov link, although we have a number of

friends in Pskov who speak English quite well and very well,

the main contact remains Father Pavel. He is the pivot and

pillar of our link. Obviously if someone has Russian, that is

great news, but Father Pavel also loves to speak and write Ger-

man, so someone with German would be ideal too. It is not an

arduous task, indeed it is a very enjoyable task. The friendship

and link is greatly valued here and there. We have made many

friends over the past fifteen years. If you would like to know

more about the task and if you would be willing to be a link

and contact, please get in touch with me. It has made a huge

difference being able to communicate by email. but it is also a

delight to occasionally phone them and relate news to each

other. As it happens, Father Pavel has invited a group to travel

to Pskov next year, so that could well be something to arrange.

From previous articles about Pskov you will know that Vera

was due to have a new pacemaker fitted in a hospital in St.

Petersburg. The operation appears to have been successful. I

spoke to her at the beginning of October, and she was at home

and her usual cheerful self, but it is early days and she must be

still feeling rather weak. Janet Ridgway 01442 851303.

Obituary

Theodore “Teddy” Meyer

21.6.1928 - 10.8.2005

TEDDY was a founding Trustee of the Puttenham Trust and a
Vice-president of the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticul-
tural Society.

His grandparents, the Turners, lived at the Old Rectory in Put-
tenham. As a young woman his mother was encouraged by a
friend to join a skiing trip to Switzerland and on the ski slopes
she met her future Swiss husband, so Teddy was born and
brought up in Bern.
There were regular annual visits to his grandparents at the Old
Rectory and his dual-nationality childhood instilled in Teddy a
strong attachment to Puttenham. He was a real country gen-
tleman, an instantly welcoming host and always full of fun.

Teddy married Claire and they settled in New York. When he
inherited his home here, Teddy continued his lifetime practice
of coming to Puttenham every year, in the spring and autumn.
He felt these times held so much promise. Although Teddy
travelled a great deal, he loved his garden in Puttenham, espe-
cially his trees and was always planning the planting.

Teddy had the ability to fit in wherever he was, with aristoc-
racy or with us. He was a great supporter of the Puttenham
community; a generous benefactor of St Mary’s Church, Ce-
cilia Hall and the Puttenham Trust. He was a wise and caring
Trustee and, for a difficult issue, he would say it is always
better to deal with it by “a teaspoon of sugar, rather than one
of vinegar”. No one had a bad word to say about him.

Teddy was a very good friend to Puttenham and the surround-
ing villages and to all of us who had the fortune to meet and
work with him. He will be greatly missed.
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Paper Hanging. Painting.
Coving. Tiling. Etc...

For a Friendly & Tidy Service Guaranteed.
Free Estimate

Please Call Adrian Bystra

Quality

Painting & Decorating

Tel: 01296 688429
www.ambdecorate.com

Following the fire! Burrell traction engine RL 574 spotted
in Wilstone recently closely shadowed by vintage fire ap-
pliance.

Picture:Village News

Ben Armson 1976 - 2005

THE funeral of Ben Armson, son of Mike Armson - who has
his antiques business in Wilstone, took place at Mentmore
Church on 14th October. Ben was tragically killed in a mo-
torcycle road accident two weeks previously. He was 28.
The parish church was packed with his friends and family
members, with many standing in the aisles.

They heard tributes to Ben, who was an enthusiastic contribu-
tor to life. He had managed to combine his passion for fish-
ing with making a living, as he worked as an engineer design-
ing high-tech fishing tackle.

He also loved motorcycling and was a skilled and experi-
enced rider. Many of his friends from the motorcycle club
attended and the car park at the Stag Inn was filled with ex-
otic machines.

Long Marston School monthly draw results

September
1st prize £15 Ticket No. 70 Name: Jonathan Smith
2nd Prize £10 Ticket No. 78 Name: Alex Dickenson

October
1st prize £15 Ticket No. 33 Name: Gill Barber
2nd prize £10 Ticket No. 50 Name: Margaret Kaye

It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!
Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced subscription is available if you join during the year.
All proceeds to help our village schoolchildren. There are two prizes of £15 and £10 per month plus Jackpot prizes of £50 in
July and December. Ring the school (01296 668386) if you wish to join.

Following the fire

COUNSELLING

Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through with an ex-

perienced and sympathetic counsellor.
Ring in total confidence

07778 802748
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Parish Council news         

“A fresh approach to

selling property”

in and around your village

Phone now for a free, no obligation,  
valuation of your property 

 
(01296) 660230 Pitstone, Bucks

(01442) 863737 Berkhamsted, Herts

www.plummproperty.co.uk

Parish Plan progress
THE workshop event staged by the Parish Council on 3rd Oc-
tober was successful at getting the six action plans started,
Councillors reported. The Council had also received commen-
dations on the plan from officials and elected representatives
who had received copies and attended the workshop. Cllr Jill
Finlan said that a number of people had agreed to join a work-
ing party with her to implement the countryside access actions.
Cllr Peter Foster had identified opportunities to take forward
the transport improvements, and would follow them through.
The community service component needed a leader though.
Crime and anti-social issues actions would initially focus on
improving the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Support for
Long Marston village hall was discussed as part of the leisure
and community facilities component. Councillors will now
take forward the individual action plans. This seems an en-
couraging start, and there is definitely an enthusiasm in the
community to make something useful of all this.

Luke’s Lane ‘promoted’
Hertfordshire Highways have decided that the long-awaited

Luke’s Lane resurfacing scheme is to be ‘promoted’. It has
now been reclassified as a ‘major scheme’. Rejoicing at this
news was short lived though, as apparently HH have no
money remaining for ‘major schemes’ this year! Hmm. It
will be included in the programme for 2006-2007 though. In
the meantime the road will be regularly inspected and patched
up when necessary.

“No cows” it is!
There was a clear majority in favour of developing the “no
cows” option when improvements to the pedestrian routes
between Long Marston and Wilstone were discussed at the
workshop. Cllr Jill Finlan, leading the task, would proceed on
that basis. The objective is to increase the use made of the
footpaths between the villages and make them a useful alterna-
tive to the narrow roads. It was necessary that the limited
funds available should be concentrated on one route. For
those enjoying the company of livestock, suitable alternative
footpaths exist at present. Councillors also discussed whether
more use could be made of existing road verges as footways.



Village News

Page 13 November 2005

Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden

Local school/playgroup pickup
References available: Fully insured

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

by Phil Buchi       

Spanish Holiday ?! 
 

Javea, Costa Blanca. 
Spacious luxury two-bed appartment. 

3 mins from sea. 
Large pool. 

One hour from Alicante. 
Reasonable rates. 

For more information call 
(01296) 681306 

Airfield enforcement
The promised inspection of commercial activities on the Mars-
worth airfield industrial site was carried out in October, fol-
lowing complaints from the Parish Council. Jane Law of
Aylesbury Vale District Council sent a full report of the in-
spection to the Clerk, Dawn Slade. Permission for the “To
let” boards at the entrance has been refused, and the land
owner required to take them down. It is likely that the owners
will appeal though - thus delaying enforcement.

Only two businesses on the airfield had valid “certificates of
lawful use”, and the report confirmed that these two busi-
nesses are operating within their terms and conditions. The
inspector found evidence of a number of unauthorised and
illegal uses, specifically several buildings used for storage and
a depot for aggregates and hardcore. Several heavy lorries
were observed to visit the aggregates site during the visit. The
inspector has ruled that all these unauthorised uses are
“considered to be unacceptable”. The owners have been given
28 days to cease operations and remove all materials from the
site. AVDC and Bucks County Council seem determined to
take action, so the combined representations from Tring Rural
and Marsworth parish councils are having some impact.

Local housing needs
Councillors agreed to approach an organisation called the Ru-
ral Housing Trust to undertake a formal survey before making
recommendations on any further provision of affordable hous-
ing for local people in the villages.

Dacorum BC will be asked to await the result of this survey,
which would ensure that all alternatives were considered be-
fore any decisions were made on specific sites. Cllr Abby
Fermont said that if housing was to be built to meet local
needs, then the formula that would be used was to build
smaller homes, available to local people at reasonable rents,
with no right to buy. The properties would be owned and
managed by a housing association, but would remain as rented
homes in perpetuity. In this way the problem of homes being
sold-off at a profit is avoided.

Dacorum have said that the site they own in Wilstone could
be suitable for such a scheme, but the parish council want all
options carefully considered and a thorough decision making
process.

Continued on page 14
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You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

Fresh Home Baked Bread, Hot Pies and  
Savouries To Take Away, Orders Taken. 

Wide Selection of Pizzas: To Eat In or Take Away 

All Day Breakfast £3.99 
Also Daily Specials £3.99 

Hot Beverages To Take Away 
Newspapers and Magazines for Sale, Orders Taken. 

Full Range of Groceries 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

Coffee Mornings 
Photo Copier Dry Cleaning 

Or Just Pop in for a Pint 
Open: 7am – 11pm, 10.30pm on Sundays 

 

You Can Now Use Your Post Office to Deposit and Withdraw 
Money If You Bank With Any of the Following: Alliance & Leices-
ter, Lloyds TSB, Barclays, The Co-op, Cahoot, Smile.Co.Uk, City 

Bank, Canadian Bank or Standard Life. 
 

Telephone 01296 - 668359 

Long Marston 

The Boot 
Shop & Post Office 

Vale Burner  
Services Ltd 

 
Installation :  Commissioning 
Breakdown Repair :  Service 

 

OIL-FIRED BOILERS 
& RANGE COOKERS 

 
Tel/Fax 01844 299200 

Parish Council news - continued from page 13 

Terms & conditions
This splendid sign has been placed near the BMX track at
Long Marston setting out the conditions of use.

You have been warned!!

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Picture: Village News
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LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston

Village view by John Painter

This cloudscape was taken just as the sun started to set across the fields at the western outskirts of Wilstone after a
rather pleasant day. It was taken during the Village Walk organised by the parish council at the beginning of July. This
year has been a particular good year for cloudscapes and sunsets, the long spells of bright sunny weather breaking up as
the storm clouds roll in may not be everybody’s idea of an ideal summer’s day, but for a photographer it provides some
stunning images.



Village News

Page 16 November 2005

The agricultural story line... by David Mead 

Ploughing precision
LAST month we were dealing with the 25 acre Back Road
Field. Between this and the canal is the triangular Allotment
Field with the footpath running across it. I should think that
the farmer at the time the canal was constructed was none too
pleased to have a nice rectangular field divided into two trian-
gles, The Allotment Field and the field where Scorpion had
their depot. Both used to be part of Gubblecote Farm. On the
1719 map the boundaries were slightly different. The north
east was called Near Dixon’s Gap Furlong*, and Far Dixon’s
Gap Furlong.

Back to 2005. A crop of winter wheat, variety Malacca, was
harvested in good sunny weather. The 5 hectare field was
cleared and it wasn’t long before the ploughman had set his
furrow, or in this case - 5 furrows, and the field was ploughed
leaving a wide environmental strip beside the canal. Autumn
is the time for the ploughman. He is under pressure to prepare
the fields for the drilling of the autumn sown crops, in this
case - wheat.
This year, Chris Mead has had the weather on his side so there
was time to take part in some ploughing matches. The first
was the Chiltern Hills Association’s matches, this year at
Longwick. Bert Webb, who lived in Marion Cottages, and
Tubby Edmunds, who now lives in New Road, for years

competed in these competitions. Ploughing a straight furrow
is the first of many problems. Depth, evenness, the opening
ridge, the closing furrow and time limit all make for a difficult
competition, with the state of the soil and the weather on the
day too. Enough said. Just ask Chris how he got on this year
using a vintage tractor and plough. To be fair, after the West
Herts match last Friday Chris qualified for the county matches.
Then there will be the nationals, and of course the World
Championships. We’ll charter a plane from Luton if you get
there Chris!

I must try to find the menu for the ploughman’s supper held at
the Shoulder of Mutton in Wendover about one hundred years
ago. There were about 10 courses, all quite substantial. Luck-
ily the horses in their traps knew the way home. I don’t expect
there were many straight furrows next morning!

*Furlong: [OE. furlang] Orig. the length of the furrow in the
common field; usually understood to be equal to 40 poles
(rods, perches). Early regarded as = the Roman stadium,
which was 1/8th of a Roman mile; and hence always used as a
name for the eighth part of a stature mile. The present statute
furlong is 220 yards. OED. Ed.

Clouds gather over allotment field, now ploughed and
re sown. Taken from Dixon’s Gap bridge, with the
canal on the right

Chris Mead with the 1958 Fordson Power Major and a
two-furrow Ransomes conventional plough, owned by
George Norman

HORSEY ITEMS FOR SALE - owner retiring – everything must go – very reasonable prices !!

RUGS. TACK. BITS. WOOF BOOTS. KNEE BOOTS. LUNGE REINS. CAVERSONS. PLAITING and STUD SETS.
MEDICAL and GROOMING KITS. LISTER CLIPPERS.
Also
LADIES SHOWING and HACKING JACKETS (size 38). LADIES LONG BOOTS (size 39).
BODY PROTECTOR. PLUS BENNINGTON HORSE CARRIAGE & LOTS OF HARNESS, WHIPS, APRONS etc.
Please phone Heather on 01442-890713 or 07815-787005
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories
Hardwood
UPVC
Aluminium
Secondary
Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333
Mobile: 07836 640448

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
&

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax:01296 662280
Mobile:07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
&

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax:01296 662280
Mobile:07860 847328

FREE ESTIMATES

Kaye’s Interiors 
CURTAIN MAKERS 

TEL: 01442 828 108
Mob: 07767 783 955

Professional and friendly advice
from a local, family run business in the

comfort of your own home

For all types of blinds
at discount prices

*Roman Blinds - Choose from
our extensive range or from

your own fabric

ROLLER ● PLEATED ● WOODSLAT
VERTICAL ● ROMAN*● PINOLEUM

CONSERVATORY

THE BLIND MAN

MAN WITH A VAN!

NATIONWIDE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

SERVICE

Anything considered
E.g. Student move, small house move etc.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE 07770 237745
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WE think there's been enough chat from these cats, dogs,
horses and miscellaneous other non-humans, so we have put
our heads together metaphorically and physically speaking to
tell our own story.

Firstly we must introduce ourselves: we are two cuddly teen-
age lambs without our mums and yew might think that was a
disadvantage to our early development. No way!! we were
lucky to be selected by a very astute Bo-Peep as possible thes-
pians or may be that should be Sheepspians, which I am glad
to say is now our status in life, but these facts will be revealed
later in our diary of events.

Now for our personal introductions. Firstly I, being the
brighter of us two, will relate the events to your editor as they
happen each month if at all interesting. Right then, my name
is Gary, I stand head and shoulders below Minty, my friend,
who is rather portly: he says it is his curly woolly coat that
makes him look like that. My woolly coat is a nice shade of
chocolate brown, with a dark head and black legs. For the
farmers amongst you I am a Texal cross Charollais. Minty on
the other hand is purebred Texal with a white coat with brown
face and black legs. We live at Tringford Farm, a des res
abode above Wilstone on the road from Tring, somewhat
windy at times but nothing our woolly coats can't deal with.
We have lots of friends who include two horses, Miss Nina
and Lily and one pony/horse, Frosty. We presume he is called
that because he is white like Minty. There are twelve hens and
four cockerels, who keep the hens in order. They seem to do
this by jumping on their backs and pecking them. I can't really
understand why – and they do it so often! There are three lady
white ducks who enjoy their daily swim on the pond which
now has a wonderful waterfall for them to have a shower.

They respond to the name of girls, well that's what we hear
when Bo-Peep calls them in for their tea when they waddle

into the hen house in such haste. They sometimes do this in
the afternoons when we have crept in for forty winks. It's hard
work chewing grass all day so we do need our lay downs espe-
cially if the weather is a bit inclement as, being actors we have
to think of our appearance. Mind you, Minty is getting so big
he has a job getting through the hatch, job for the handy man
there. There is one gander, he lost his wife one night when a
fox came a-visiting. Before that he was quite fierce but now
he just wanders around with anyone who will talk to him. Sad
really, but then maybe Bo-Peep will find another wife for him.

That then leaves us with two dogs, Hermione, not of Harry
Potter fame, but a black and white Spaniel who is quite quite
mad rushing around jumping fences like a steeplechaser, fol-
lowed by Bertie, the Yorky, who couldn't jump over his own
shadow. He is used by us for jumping practice when we all go
round the field with "Mr McGregor" of a morning after leav-
ing our comfy pen. I think the horses disapprove of this be-
cause they sometimes chase us away. They can be rather
grumpy at times, becomes of being prima donna jumpers I
suppose. Bo-Peep brings little Ed, the fluffy scruffy Terrier
each day, who we have to keep in order with a good butt when
he gets a bit too cheeky.

Then there are Treacle and Fudge: they are Lily's ladies dogs.
Oh my word, I have forgotten Oscar the kitten. He is a friend
of Bertie, come to think of it they are about the same size as
each other. They are always chasing around trying to bowl
each other over. So all in all we are quite a happy bunch liv-
ing in our little farmyard and paddocks.

Now that seems enough for our introductions – next month we
will tell you about our filming trip to York for a Garfield
Shoot. So until next month! Bah, bah .......

Silly Joke Section 

What do you call a sheep with no legs? A cloud!

How do you hire a horse?
Put a brick under each hoof.

What do you call a Vicar on a motorcycle? Rev.

What do sea monsters eat? Fish and ships.

What do you call a frightened man? Hugo first!

Ten people were sheltering under one small umberella,
but not one got wet. Why?
Because it was not raining!

Who was the first underwater spy? James Pond.

with help from  
Ellen Ainger 

Tales from Tringford farm by Gary and Minty

FREE stable and grazing in Marsworth in exchange for help with my horses. 
Please telephone  Fran on 07778 802748 
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FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening.
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also:
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane,
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

CARPET
CLEANING

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring
Herts

HP23 4NU

01442 824250

A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking 

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night 
A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu 
5.30pm - 11pm 

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet
A selection of different dishes every week 

12 noon - 3pm 

132 London Road, Aston Clinton,  
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS 

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360 
www.shaadrestaurant.com 

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner,  
including Bank Holidays 

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm 

Excellent Takeaway Service 
20% Discount for a Limited Period 

THE  WOODWORK 
SHOP 

Your Project in Wood 

Unit 4b 
Woodlands Farm 
The Vale  
Chesham 
Bucks HP5 3NS 

Phone  or Fax 
01494 772600 
Email  ajm42@msn.com 

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.   

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.       

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality. 
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Need an evening out? Come to the
Half Moon for great food, choice of

wines, and good beers.

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Local club feature        

Long Marston Cricket Club
Over 100 members, guests and friends attended the
clubs annual presentation dinner and dance at Ment-
more Golf and Country Club on Saturday 8th October.
The club president Peter Dean presented the following
awards:

John Calder Cup - Jack Murrell
Harold Cutler Cup - Tom Joyce
Mary Sims Memorial Cup - Nigel Horn
Len Dean Cup 1st XI - Ian Demain
Len Dean Cup 2nd XI - Jon Horn
Dumpy Salver - Ian Demain
Tom Chapman Memorial Award - Dave Tysom

The clubs First XI finished 6th in Division 4 of the Ox-
ford Cherwell League and the Second XI similarly
sixth in Division 7.

Paul Dumpleton

THIS major annual exhibition at Ashlyns
School, Berkhamsted on 8th October
again drew large crowds to see the wide
range of working layouts in all sorts of
scales and situations. An ambitious ex-
hibition by a small local club. Model
railway clubs from all over the country
brought layouts display and operate - a
major logistical exercise considering the
huge size and complexity of some. How
do they get it all to work again when the
layouts are re-assembled? The largest
almost filled one of the big halls at
Ashlyns - the smallest could have been
taken away in a suitcase. The charming
“Crackington Quay” pictured here repre-
sents a fictitious Cornish fishing port
with a narrow gauge railway alongside
the quay. Beautifully modelled in 7mm
scale and no bigger than a kitchen table
in area, this delightful exhibit included
the whole village as well as boats along-
side the quay. It was also very busy,
with train movements every minute!
Well worth the visit to see this layout
alone.

TadRail 2005 annual exhibition
Tring and District Model Railway Club

Crackington Quay- 7mm scale Picture:Village News
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PANTOMIME MEETING FOR ADULTS 
 

Sunday, 27th November at 7pm
Long Marston Village Hall

Would YOU like to be involved in next year’s Pantomime? 
(‘Robin Hood & The Babes In The Wood’: 16th, 17th & 18th February 2006)

We are desperately in need of more volunteers, so PLEASE come along to this short, preliminary meeting,
in which you can put your name forward to help in any of the following teams: front of house, costumes,

props, scenery painting & construction, backstage crew and make-up.

Neil will also be casting the Pantomime, so if you are interested in actually appearing on stage, please be
brave and come along. If there is not a part suitable for you in this Pantomime, you could be considered

for Panto 2007!

(We don’t start working on the Pantomime until January - only 6 weeks from start to finale – so your
Christmas and New Year celebrations will not be affected)

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

Would you like to help, but can’t attend this meeting? Please contact Colette on 01296 661172.

TO ALL LOCAL CHILDREN AGED 8 TO 14 YEARS:

PANTOMIME AUDITIONS 
FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHORUS OF  

‘ROBIN HOOD & THE BABES IN THE WOOD’ 
 

will be held in Long Marston Village Hall 
on SUNDAY, 27th NOVEMBER at 6.15pm. 

** PARENTS MUST ALSO ATTEND** 
 

Priority will be given to children living within the catchment area of (or attending) Long Marston School.

PANTOMIME PERFORMANCES WILL BE: 
 

16th, 17th & 18th February 2006. (Dress rehearsal: 14th Feb.) 
This is half term in Herts. 

 

Children’s rehearsals start on Sunday, 8th January: 2pm - 5pm and continue
every Sunday until the performances. It will be particularly hard work this year, as

there will only be FIVE rehearsals before the Technical and Dress Rehearsals!

→→→ ALL children must be able to attend ALL rehearsals   ←←←

N.B. ~ PARENTS:-
Be prepared to help with the children during at least 2 rehearsals and 1 performance.

For more information, contact Colette on 01296 661172.
Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society.
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

câÜw|x Xåxvâà|äx _|ÅÉâá|Çxá

Telephone / Fax: (01296) 661448

Your Versatile Local Taxi and Chauffeur Service

Please Telephone For A Quotation

6 Bromley, Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QU

We Can Accommodate All Your Needs for Long and Short
Distance Travel

Including Transport to and From Airports, Weddings and
Special Events

Please support our
advertisers -

and tell them you saw it in
Village News.

Established 200 Years

K.Y.GREEN
Funeral Directors

29 Cambridge Street
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 1RP
For personal attention and advice phone

01296 - 482041

24 hour emergency service
Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble

Golden Charter
Pre Payment Plans available

Please contact us, without obligation, for
your free brochure

Problem with your windows? 

Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
or is the seal damaged? 

Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
can't? 

Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
All misted up inside the unit? 

Guarantees on all units fitted 
Individual units can be replaced from as little 
as £40 inc VAT, with DISCOUNTS available 
for multiple units. Units can be fitted in most 
types of frames, including wood, uPVC and alu-
minium, and while we are on site we will have a 
look at any problems you may be having with 

those handles and hinges!

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLE PRICED WORK 

DONE WELL CONTACT  
MARK LEE 0791 435 5180 
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Recipe Page                                  by Jane Kelly 

Sausage 
and 
Bean  
Casserole  

Having a bonfire party? This casserole would be great. Serve with 
mashed potatoes and shredded and cooked savoy cabbage. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED

450g ( 1 lb. ) good pork and herb sausages.
225g ( 8oz ) dried butter beans ( soaked overnight in plenty of water.)
3 sprigs thyme
2 tbsp olive oil
125g ( 4½oz ) unsmoked lean bacon chopped
2 leeks thinly sliced
1 large onion halved and sliced
3 garlic cloves crushed
1 tbsp chopped rosemary.
500g jar passata
300ml ( 10fl oz ) chicken stock
300ml ( 10fl oz ) wine
2 bay leaves.
Chopped fresh parsley to garnish

WHAT YOU DO

1. Drain the beans and put in a saucepan with the thyme, cover with fresh
water and boil for 10 mins then simmer for another 10. Drain and remove
thyme. ( don’t be tempted to use tinned beans as they will be too mushy
after long cooking )
2. Heat the oil in a large flameproof casserole and fry the sausages gently
until brown on all sides. Remove and keep to one side.
3. Put the bacon, leeks, onion, garlic and rosemary in the casserole and
cook gently for 5 mins, stirring occasionally until soft but not coloured.
4. Stir in passata, stock, wine, bay leaves and beans. Bring to the boil
then cover and transfer to the oven 180C/350Fgas 4 for 40 mins.
5. Add sausages to the bean mixture and cook in the oven for a further 40
mins. Sausages and beans should be tender.
Garnish with parsley and serve. ( serves 4 )
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I ADVISED in my article published in Village News in Sep-
tember 05, that Friends of Youth In Need Project had commis-
sioned some research to be undertaken in Tanzania. Having
research information is very helpful when applying to grant
making organisations for funding. The grant makers require
evidence that there is a need for an organisation or project, and
what the organisation has learnt from the research. It also
helps us to fully understand the situation of the people we
want to help.

Friends of Youth In Need has commissioned 3 pieces of re-
search, which has cost £1500. Thanks to money raised locally
we have been able to do this. The first piece of research was
undertaken by Alex Joseph, a local Tanzanian. This was a
situational analysis of the needs of the street youth. The sec-
ond piece, is being undertaken by Mr Masawe, another local
Tanzanian who lives in Monduli, the area where we want to
create the centre. This research is about the needs of the
Maasai. And the third piece is also being undertaken by Alex
Joseph, to research the labour market in Tanzania, to ensure
we are provideing the correct vocational training for these
young people.
I thought it would be interesting to feedback some of the re-
search that Alex conducted with the street youth. He inter-
viewed, at random 62 young people who are currently living
on the streets of Arusha Town. 50 of them were male and only
12 female. Alex suggests the larger number of males is due to
the fact that females are absorbed into activities like being
house servants, therefore they are not observed on the street.
Most of the young people interviewed were aged between 15
and 24 years, which is the target group for the project. 2 of the
young people interviewed did not actually know how old they
were. The majority advised that they had been on the streets
between 6 – 10 years, arriving on the street between the ages
of 11 – 15 years.
Out of the 62 young people, 20 of them had never attended
any formal education at all, 13 had completed primary school
education and the other 29 had attended but did not complete
primary school. Only 1 of the young people interviewed had
been to secondary school, but dropped out. Only 35 out of the
62 said they could read and write at a basic level.
The main reason the young people gave, as to why they had
come to the streets, was to find work and to earn money to
support themselves and their families. Other reasons were to
escape violence and abuse at home. Most the young people
interviewed reported that their family’s income was approxi-
matley Tsh 60,000, about £30 per month, meaning that their
families are experiencing a high level of poverty. Many of the
young people’s parents had died, leaving the responsibly of
securing the family’s basic needs to them. 17 of the young
people reported that their parents were alive, 11 that their fa-

ther was dead, 13 that their mother was dead, 9 that both par-
ents dead, and 12 didn’t know if their parents were alive. The
death of their parents was as a result of disease and HIV/
AIDS.
The young people advised that the continued problems they
face on the street are poor accommodation, they sleep in shop
door ways and unfinished buildings, using with torn up boxes
and old sacks as sleeping materials. They are exposed to vio-
lence from the police and the ‘Sungu Sungu’ group, which is
an informal organisation of citizens patrolling the streets for
security purposes. Street youth are often regarded a deviants
who are engaged in criminal activity, therefore they are
rounded up and experience violence. Alex advised that some
street youth admitted to him that they had engaged in criminal
activity, such as stealing, as a desperate means to meet their
needs.
The street youth advise that they spend most of their time each
day in search of food and money. The food is of very poor
quality and low in quantity, it is found at the local dump,
which means the street youth as susceptible to diseases like
cholera, typhoid and dysentery. They advise that they are
aware that the food they eat leads to risk of disease, but they
state they have no alternative and if they become ill, they have
no access to health care, because they have no money to pay
for it. The street youth have very limited access to money,
they beg for money, or may gain casual employment, such as
minding cars, washing cars, carrying people’s luggage, gar-
bage collection where they are paid very little. 37 of the 62
street youth interviewed advised that they use ‘gundi’, which
means they sniff glue. They buy this from local shoe shiners,
and use it as a means of escape from their dire circumstances.
All of the young people advised that they require further edu-
cation and training. It is interesting to note that 32 young peo-
ple advised they wanted to learn mechanics and driving, 14
said carpentry, 7 needle work and tailoring, 5 painting and 2
masonry. 48 out of the 62 interviewed advised that they felt
residential training would be more beneficial to them, rather
support via outreach work. They felt that a residential setting
provides them with a conducive environment to learn, and a
place where they could seek guidance and advice about life.
Although this paints a desperate picture of the lives of the
street youth, they are very encouraged by our project and were
very happy to participate in the research. They advised that
‘good life’ is being able to work, to gain housing, food, health
care, marriage and education for their own children. All they
want is to access to basic amenities, which as human beings
we are all entitled to.

For more information about the project, please go to
www.youthinneed.org.uk

Research results from Tanzania

by Sarah Henshaw
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Fresh fodder fills foodies!
by Church Correspondent

AS "Matt" the Saint once put it so expressively "the harvest
truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few". This now classic
quotation by such a revered evangelist really encapsulated the
catering coup at the village's Harvest Supper. Venue: the
superbly spruced up Wilstone Village Hall. Menu: hearty
homemade soups and delectable desserts, with choice cheeses
and near vintage wines. Culinary contributors: Few.
Guests: Legion. The simple sustenance served at the supper
and the conviviality of the company made this such an enjoy-
able evening. As at last month's Family Fun Day in St Cross
church garden, it was great to welcome comparatively new
residents in Wilstone to this spree, as well as inhabitants of
longer standing, and friends from far flung Tring and Aston
Clinton.

But before anyone starts merrily knitting too many haloes for
the organisers of this prestigious social event, a word of cau-
tion. There's another well-known quotation which roughly
translates as "never put off until tomorrow what you should do
today". Shattered at the end of the evening after all their hard
work during the day it was decided that, apart from doing the
washing up, the helpers would leave until the morning the
chore of clearing away the rest of the debris and stacking ta-
bles back on the stage. A bad decision! as WVH was booked
for Sunday morning rehearsals by a drama group who arrived
to find the hall in a very dishevelled state. Bookings Secre-
tary, Colin Reedman, had to set to and clear them space –
many many thanks Colin!

News from All Saints
By Neil Brown & Carole Harrison

TOBY’S Quiz Night, held on Friday 14th October, was again a
great success. Ninety four participants made up the fourteen
teams answering questions on various topics, which included
Toby’s famous numbers round – won by Eight Short Planks.
The overall winning team was Footshooters Reunited who were
awarded the Question Mark Trophy. The ‘Just Us’ team of
three ladies (Phyllis, Gill and Brenda) did extremely well and
did not receive the wooden spoon in what was quite a close
event.
The evening raised just over £350 and thanks go to all who
supported us, the children who were ‘runners’ and, of course,
our Quiz Master Toby Davidson.

Christmas Quiz Sheets As part of our Fund Raising we shall be
selling Quiz Sheets. These will be available from 30th October,
costing £1, with a prize of £25 to the lucky winner. To obtain a
copy please contact Trisha and Chris Nightingale on 01296
661801, Carole Harrison on 01296 668526, Neil Brown on
01442 825956 or Huw Bellis on 01442 851200.

Your village church needs your support.

News from St Mary’s Church,
Puttenham

PSA – WE are holding the second of our

“Pleasant Sunday Afternoons” on Sunday, 6th No-
vember at 3 p.m. (See poster elsewhere in Village News). Do
come along and join us for a short interlude of Music, Story
and Song, followed by Refreshments. Our first PSA was
very successful, and we will look forward to seeing you all
again, plus some new friends.

Rememberance Compline Service

FRIDAY, 11TH NOVEMBER at 8 P.M

A repeat of a special service for a special day. Please note the
time in your diary and join us for this unique service of Com-
pline, including the lighting of a candle for a remembered and
lost loved one, to be placed on our large wooden cross

News from St Cross
THANK you to all who supported our coffee morning in Wil-
stone Church. We raised £75 for the people in the Caribbean
who are in such need of funds.

BARN DANCE
TO be held at Bishopswood school, TRING 0n Saturday19th
November from 7pm until 10pm in aid of the Church General
Mission fund.

Bring –Share supper. Tickets £3 available from
Audrey Bennett 01442 822440.

An event for the whole family

REFLEXOLOGY  -   I NDIAN HEAD MASSAGE 
SWEDISH MASSAGE  -   FACIALS 

 
TO  BOOK  AN  APPOINTMENT  OR  IF  YOU WOULD  LIKE  MORE  

INFORMATION CALL  LESLEY   ELWELL   BTEC HND.   M.I.C.H.T.    

ON  07791  668187 
MEMBER  OF  THE  FEDERATION  OF HOLISTIC  THERAPISTS  

AND   FULLY INSURED. 
 

TREATMENT  ROOM  IN  PITSTONE 

Simply Relaxing 
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From the Vicarage                  by Rev’d Huw Bellis 

Well on the way…

AS you know All Saints church has launched a campaign to
raise £28,500 for the work that needs to be done on the build-
ing. I, like many people, was daunted by this prospect, and did
not know how we would be able to proceed. However the
fantastic news is that with some careful budgeting and hard
work on the fundraising our fabric fund now stands at almost
£9,500. This is wonderful, and thank you for your support.
We have also submitted applications for grants to the Herts. &
Beds Historic Churches Trust and The Puttenham Trust and
we are waiting to hear from these organisations. There is still
a large shortfall, but the picture is not bleak.

The work to be done is two phased. The first phase is the es-
sential building work which includes: structural repairs neces-
sary to the buttresses; some work on the roof; and mending the
broken stained glass. This accounts for £18,500 of the total
needed and we are half way towards this total. Please help us
to get the rest. It is not cosmetic work – it is essential that this
work is done if the fabric of All Saints church is to be main-
tained. Our first target therefore is another £9,000 and we
are asking for your help to raise this.

Which brings us to the second phase of the work. It is part of
our vision for the church to make it more accessible and to be
at the heart of our community, but there is a practical difficulty
about this. The church and churchyard are not that easy to visit
except on foot because of the lack of car parking. Leaving
cars on the road is not safe for drivers or pedestrians and so
the solution has been for cars to be parked on the grass in front
of the church. Using this area would be suitable because it is
much safer and very importantly the ground has never been
used for burials, however some work needs to be done to make
it suitable for parking on a regular basis, especially in the win-
ter months.

For this reason at our last Annual General Meeting there was a
unanimous decision to pursue the idea of a car park. We also
have the support of the Team PCC in this, and the increase use
and accessibility of church buildings is one of the cornerstones
of the Diocesan ‘Vision for action’. Long Marston doesn’t
have a car park elsewhere and the Parish Plan talks about the
need for car parking. We will of course consult widely about
this in order to move ahead in the most appropriate way and I
would be grateful to hear your comments.

Huw Bellis
tel 01442 851200 e mail hbellis@fish.co.uk

All Souls Day

On Wednesday 2nd November at 8 pm everyone is welcome
to come to All Saints church, Long Marston to remember and
pray for loved ones who have died. Please bring a flower or
sprig of rosemary (the herb of remembrance) to lay on the
altar. There will be a list of the departed in church.

Remembrance Sunday in
Long Marston
There will be a (short) communion service in All Saints
church on Sunday 13th November beginning at 10 am. We
will then process to the war memorial for the Act of Remem-
brance to begin at 10.50 am with the 2 minute silence at 11
am. You are welcome to join us both at church and at the war
memorial.

YOU ARE INVITED TO

ST. MARY’S  CHURCH,  PUTTENHAM

FOR A

Pleasant  Sunday  Afternoon

ON

SUNDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER

AT

3 P.M.

Welcoming…..

Patrick Gibson (guitarist) and Friends 
 

Plus…..
“Singing and Listening” 

 

Followed by Refreshments
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Local Names and Numbers

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers ( In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Steve May 07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox 07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Linda Collison 01442 891930
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio 01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01296 668828
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt 01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 3000 (swbd)

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men
Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News: Long Marston,Wilstone,
Puttenham, Astrope, Little Tring,
Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for December:
Colin Moore
01442 826976
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172
Secretary:
Carole Harrison
01296 668526

Next copy date is
Sunday 20th November

for December edition, published on 1st December.
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Profusion of florescence and foliage favours floor fund

TO raise money to contribute towards the cost of a new floor
and heating system at St Cross Wilstone, the five churches in
the Tring Team with many other supporters came together
recently to stage "The Wonders of Creation". This was
hosted by St Peter & St Paul in Tring and was a most compre-
hensive presentation of craftwork and flower arrangements,
all beautifully married together in a stunning show.

Maybe however you
were unable to visit, and missed out on these scenes of crea-
tivity. So, try to visualise if you will in your mind's eye the
nobility of the imposing edifice of St Peter & St Paul's
church, but without its obscuring walls and pillars of plaster,
stone and brick. Imagine instead that the whole building has
been enclosed by ethereal shrinkwrap and you can see right
through within. What a sight to behold – a vision of floral
heaven complementing an awesome display of handworked
craft items. Sometimes in this type of Festival there is often
no balance between the crafts and floral elements but cer-
tainly here all the features were perfectly matched with nei-
ther overwhelmed by the
other.

That is what was visible to the hundreds of people who came
along to see, be amazed and fascinated by the wonderment of
the inventiveness of all around. But what was not visible was
the mass of effort by so very many people to stage such a
magnificent exhibition. Think about all the many committee
meetings which have discussed in detail topics such as cater-
ing, publicity, lists of flower arrangers, craft exhibitors and
demonstrators, sponsorship, finance, the seamless changeover
of organists, and the stewarding of the event.

The sheer complexity of many arrangements demanded not
only expertise but physical energy to be able to lug about the
components – like tailors' dummies, spinning wheel, paint-

ings, tapestries, quilts, musical instruments, woodturning
items, garden impedimenta, walking sticks and even a home
made Noah's Ark complete with its wooden carved inhabi-
tants. Then there were cakes to be cooked for the teas, soups
made to add to the lunch menu, posters put up on notice
boards and poles from Tring to nether regions. And the final
most enjoyable task of counting the takings which came to
over £3,300

When those worshippers in Wilstone are soon (hopefully!)
able to sit snug in their places with a new heating system cud-
dling warm air all around, they will certainly remember viv-
idly the hospitality of Tring church. As they walk safely on
their new wooden flooring, they will also give grateful thanks
to all those lovely folk who spent so freely of their time,
money, effort and generosity of spirit. THANKS, THANKS
and THANKS AGAIN!

PSSST - You'd like some statistics about the Festival? Com-
mittee members = 13; Flower sponsors = 37: Flower ar-
rangers = 32: Crafters = 21: Craft demonstrators = 7:
Refreshment organisers – 18; Stewards – 28; Organists =
23: Societies = 2 (Tring Floral Art Society, Church of Eng-
land Flower Arrangers Association): Churches involved = 8
- The Tring Team (St John the Baptist Aldbury, All Saints
Long Marston, St Mary's Puttenham, St Peter & St Paul
Tring, St Cross Wilstone), Corpus Christi Tring, St Bartholo-
mew Wigginton, St Martha's Tring.

Spinning by Christine Rutter

Interpreting Art , by Carole Har-
rison, Phyllis Proctor and Debbie
Roberts

Carved wooden toys by Roger
Bennett and Gillian Miller

Calligraphy,
by Rad Sharp

By Eileen Doley


