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Yet more flooding in Chapel
Lane, Long Marston
by John Noakes

THIS was the worst flooding that residents of
the lane can remember .Over the weekend of
3rd and 4th October we received a whole
month’s rain. The normally innocuous Long
Marston Brook burst its bank and flooded a
number of properties forcing families to move
out.

People who have had their homes damaged
are rightfully despondent and angry.
Many agencies are involved here and a lot of
talking has taken place but no tangible action
plan has emerged.
Do we have to wait for the next weather
surge!?

The Rose & Crown

The new owners were never told that it had a
lake view.

Added to this the totally ineffective pumping
station could not cope with the surge of surface water mixed with household effluent; this
resulted in toilets backing up in many houses.
It involved a series of tankers pumping out the
station over 48 hours to relieve the situation.
The Fire Brigade were magnificent. Three fire
engines were present day and night pumping
water from the lane to a distant low lying
field.
Thankfully the rain eased and the water level
went down leaving mud everywhere.
What happens next? The Fire Brigade did a
great tactical job but where is the long term
strategy. The climate is not going to improve.

We depend on readers’
articles and pictures.
So let’s have them!

Photos by John noakes and Tim Dean

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone

The effects of lockdown, what is Peter saying to the fence?
Answers next mnth. Photo by John Taylor

Flooding in Wilstone

Photos by Peter Walker

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Walker and his team for
getting the Wilstone Village Hall car park marked out to
increase order and capacity.
However I am surprised that he did not consider the flooding
implications of this action. I have lived opposite the car park
for 17 years and it has never flooded like this. I think more
thought is needed when embarking on radical improvements to
our village.
Paul Lovis
Perhaps a large bath plug or mooring buoys would have been
useful. Ed

So another 28
houses with
no plans to
improve the
infrastucture
will really
help matters!
Won’t it ?
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FLOODS seem to be appearing in this issue once again,
particularly in Long Marston. Not surprising as Saturday 3
October was the wettest day ever in the whole of this country
as a result of storm Alex, however this should not be an
excuse for the flooding again in Long Marston, but that is
another matter!

All Saints Long Marston

It looks (at the time of writing) as if we are in for another
bout of lockdown but this time without the good weather to
be able to get out into the garden or allotment, and I guess
that Christmas will not be the same this year but it is in
everybody’s interest to follow the rules.
And we still have Brexit to contend with. Oh Joy!
Still in the words of Monty Python “ Always look on the
bright side”
Stay Safe.
Colin Davenport

St. Cross, Wilstone.

The next edition will be for December2020 and
the deadline for items for inclusion is:
Wednesday 18 November.
There will be no issue in January 2021
Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

You can always find a copy of the magazine
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever
you are.

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions

Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.
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What’s on and what’s not on
Diary Dates..
Saturday 31 October
October Lunch (Puttenham Trust)
Saturday 28 November
A concert (to be confirmed)
No news yet of the long awaited return of the Wilstone Film
Nights

Please be aware that times quoted in some of the
regular adverts may not be relevant at the
current time . It is always worthwhile
telephoning such as pubs, jazzercize etc.

Wilstone and Long Marston
Living Advent Calendars!
WE NEED YOUR HELP#
As with so much this year, Christmas is going to be different.
But it is still a celebration of light and love. For those of us
with a faith, it is about the birth of Jesus our Saviour, and all
that means to us.
To remind us that even in difficult times, whatever we
believe, we have much for which we rejoice, we would like
to organize Living Advent Calendars in Wilstone and Long
Marston. Some of you may have seen this on local facebook
pages.
Advent begins on Sunday November 29th this year, and
Christmas Eve is the last day. So for each of those 26 days,
one household would put a display in a window or a front
garden that others can see, and that is left up for the whole of
Advent.
It would be up to you how you decorate, and you need a
space that others can see, that will not cause a traffic or
pedestrian jam. You also need to be comfortable with your
address being on the list/map that will be issued (within the
villages only).
Emma Smith is organising Wilstone, and Rev Jane Banister is
organising Long Marston, and our contact details are below.
Do get in touch with us to volunteer or for more information.
If we get lots of volunteers, we could have two on each day
and include the 12 days of Christmas as well!
Rev Jane Banister
Emma Smith
01442 822170
01296 668878
jane@tringteamparish.org.uk
em.darling@btinternet.com
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Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 2 December 8pm
Check the TRPC website for details

Would you like deliveries?
rice www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489
Mark Wheeler – Milkman – milk eggs bread etc 07850 329560
Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc All of
these outlets will deliver
Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all sorts 01442 825667 or email fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com
Mead’s Farm Shop deliver for over 70's and vulner able,
pet foods
info@pemeadandsons.co.uk
Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta and –
07842 426793
Cook at Berkhamsted deliver with 15% off using
NIGHTIN20· - https://www.cookfood.net
Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg
Call Vanessa 07921 172642
Number 2 Pound Street Wendover - for awesome cheeses·
& deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296-585022
Wild & Game - delicious! https://www.wildandgame.co.uk
Donald Russell - free range chickens https://
www.donaldrussell.com

Victory Hall - Long Marston

Although the hall has been ‘dark’ during the lock down we
will be taking provisional bookings from September onwards and, as the social distancing rules are gradually
eased, we look forward to welcoming old friends and new.
Facilities include a lar ge hall with stage and lighting r ig
available for hire. There is a fully equipped kitchen as well
as tables and chairs.
The ideal venue for societies, clubs, infor mal gr oups,
parties and live music.
For details and availability please contact Gillie Mann:
gilliemann@gmail.com

Hello! If you are self-isolating, we can

help you.

Name: …………………………………………..
I live locally in: Wilstone / Long Marston / Gubblecote /
Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope - please circle as appropriate
My phone number is: ……………………………………….
If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can help
with:
Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone Community Shop, or
if not available we will try elsewhere.
Posting mail
Urgent supplies
A friendly phone call from someone in the villages
Please get someone to drop this form into the
community shop, and we will contact you to get to
know your needs.
This is a voluntary community service provided by Wilstone
Community Shop in these difficult times. We will do our
best to help you, for free.

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Registered Charity No. 1077157

Are you hoping to go to University or College in
2021, but are concerned that financial resources
might not match up to the requirements? Are you
under the age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury,
Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham,
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three
years?
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation
for information and an application form.
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/
education
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees
01442 827913
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk
Please note that the closing date is 15 November
2020 to lodge a completed application for grants
payable from Autumn 2021.

Community Shop Wilstone
New opening hours
Monday—Friday8.00 am—2 pm
Saturdays 7.30—1 pm Sundays 9.00—12 pm
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Could you be a News Reporter?
Village News is in great need of additional reporters to
cover not only the ever growing number of local events
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal
slant on village life.
No previous experience is required and the amount of
time given would depend purely on individual
circumstances.

Underhill Services
For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

Odd Job Man.

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on
01442 826976

*Tax-free
vouchers,

Ofsted rated
Good’
December
2016.

*30Hours and
County funding
registered.

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL
HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Term time Tuesday
Thursday 9-3pm Term time Friday

For all property repairs and maintenance
BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING
PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk

9-3pm Term time
9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk
firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston
HP23 4QS
Tel: 07925185311

PET SITTERS Since 2000

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE!
We walk feed clean out & Cuddle.
Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals
Registered with NARP
Call Beverley Cornthwaite
Tel.no 01442822191 Mob 07967019031

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for
dogs

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters
Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
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Know your editorial team

by Alan Warner

THIS WAS my second interview with members of the editorial
team and the ‘victim’ this time was Caroline Clist. We agreed
to meet at dusk after Caroline had finished her evening session
at her allotment on Potash Lane, my house is close nearby.
Caroline’s commitment to her allotment was shown by the fact
that it was dark by the time she arrived, still recovering from
the nettle stings she had suffered during her labours in the
gloom.

It was impressive to see someone who so obviously enjoys and
is committed to her career choice. She was particularly keen to
describe the work she does with younger colleagues in
discussion groups, mentoring and encouraging inclusion and
diversity. Another mentoring and development exercise is her
work for the Chartered Institute of Surveyors, of which she is a
member. Twice a year – carefully timed to avoid overlap with
Village News editing duties - Caroline acts as an assessor for
those who aspire to become Chartered Surveyors. This requires
This commitment to the things she sets her mind to featured a
the assessment of successful performance in case studies,
number of times during our discussion. Caroline was born and
grew up in the village of Oare, in Wiltshire, famous not just for presentations and an interview panel, before membership is
granted.
Caroline but also for the Victorian novels featuring Lorna
Doone, who married in the Oare of Exmoor. She decided, on
leaving school, that her career path lay in the construction
sector and applied to go on a course at Salford University,
covering Quantity Surveying (QS) and Construction
Economics. But first she needed some practical experience and
she chose to spend a year working for a QS practice in
Warrington.

Life has changed for Caroline during the lockdown because she
has been working from home during the summer and had her
first day in the office during the week we met. She will have no
regrets when the time is right to resume commuting; she misses
the face to face interaction that online meetings cannot fully
replicate. An even more important reason for going back to the
office is the cats; apparently they do not like Caroline working
The construction sector was then an unusual career choice for a from home and much prefer having the place to themselves!
woman, as was shown by the fact that Caroline was one of only Caroline enjoys her sessions as editor and thinks that the idea
two female students on the QS course; things are apparently
of rotation between several villagers is a good example of load
much different now. When I mentioned that this choice of
distribution and teamwork. She enjoys the rural lifestyle and
career indicated someone who has numeracy skills, Caroline’s welcomes the chance to participate in village life.
response was that it needed a balance of numeracy and literacy,
and the ability to communicate as a technical consultant to all
Post script: Lunanti, one of the cats, died on Cheddington Lane
those involved in construction projects. And the essentials have
on the 20th October having been hit by a vehicle.
not changed in recent times, even though spreadsheets now do
most of the calculations.
The Salford degree course involved a year out, mostly working
on a project to construct a swimming pool for a school in
Manchester. This gave Caroline some awareness of the
practical issues faced on building sites, including the ability to
cope with the questionable language used by operators and
managers at all levels. Her approach was to listen but not to
copy!
After qualifying, Caroline joined an international department of
a QS consultancy, providing support for overseas contractors
working on petrochemical projects in other parts of the world.
Though this service was mainly provided in the UK, there was
also a six week project in Dubai during this two year period.
Then began what Caroline describes as her ‘tour of England’
as, working for the same consultancy, she was asked to take on
several assignments in different parts of the country, ending up
with a project involving railway construction in the beautiful
city of York. This final project proved to be life changing and
career defining because Caroline ended up buying a house near
York and has been involved with railway construction ever
since.
Though Caroline worked for Network Rail, her employer is the
same consultancy that she joined from University, though it has
gone through a change in ownership, now operating from the
Netherlands as Arcadis. About ten years ago, she joined a
Network Rail national team based in London and purchased her
house in Long Marson, handy for commuting. She has however
retained her house in Yorkshire and visits regularly, despite the
fact that the city ‘closes down after 6pm’. When I enquired
why she goes there the answer was interesting; it is because her
four cats – obviously one of her passions - love to play outside
in the garden, which is more difficult in her Long Marston
house.
Another passion which Caroline freely admitted to is railways.
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Wilstone Community Shop
Run by the community, for the community
We aim to serve the Community by:

Tel: 01442 891167



keeping prices fair



Offering a wide range of goods and services



Stocking home-made and local produce



Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to
work

What’s new in the
shop this month?

Gorgeously warm hats

It’s winter hat time, and we have a lovely stock
of different styles and colours, all made locally
by the Wilstone Woollies.
We also have lots of soups, nut roasts,
stuffing mixes and Christmas cake ingredients
as well as homemade jams and chutneys
We’re also taking Christmas meat orders now
for birds, sausage meat, ham, chipolatas etc.
Call in to place your order.

News on the Shop’s future
THE following update was emailed to shareholders
and volunteers earlier in October. If you have
project management or shop design exper ience,
we’d love to hear from you. Please get in touch
with Diana and help us move this project forward.
There has been an important development since our
last update to shareholders and the community, and
we are keen to pass this information on to you, our
supporters.
Michael Armson, the current owner, has taken the
decision to agree directly with a local resident to sell
them the entire property at the end of our lease in
October 2021 but possibly earlier than that. The
Shop Development Committee was not informed of
this until after the deal had been agreed in principle
but they and Michael are working hard to address the
new situation to tighter timescales.
At the moment, we are in negotiation with Michael
and the prospective buyer and are still seeking to
purchase the freehold to the shop footprint and the
storage room at the back. If we are not able to
purchase a freehold on that part of the property, we
will seek to negotiate a long-term leasehold that will
protect the shop’s interests going forward.
Whatever the final legal framework, we remain
focused on retaining our shop for the long term and
are completely committed to achieving the
continuation of a thriving community shop for the
village.
We still need your on-going support as, whether
freehold or leasehold the project still requires a
significant sum of money to bring it to fruition,
including designing the shop and obtaining our own
supplies of electricity and water, not to mention legal
fees.

Home-made chutneys and mincemeat

Promotional feature sponsored byWilstone Community Shop
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Camberwell Beauty

by Maggy Winship edges. After chasing it about for a while I managed
to snap a photo, and when we got home identified it
as a Camberwell Beauty, a very rare visitor from
WHEN Lockdown first began in March, and warm
Europe. I contacted my friend Margaret Noakes who
and sunny spring weather replaced the cold and wet
reported my find to the Butterfly Conservation
that we had been accustomed to, many of us felt how
Society and it has now been noted for posterity in
lucky we were to live in such a rural setting. With
their records.
the lack of traffic due to furloughs, even the air
Now that the autumn weather has arrived, causing
seemed clearer and brighter. My husband Martin and
the footpaths to turn to mud and the temperatures to
I decided to walk to Wilstone once a week to pick up
plummet, thoughts of weekly walks across the fields
whatever supplies we could carry home in our newly
don't seem quite so attractive but we still enjoy
purchased backpacks, and as an incentive I prepared
remembering our lovely summer strolls.
bacon sandwiches for a belated breakfast on the
canal lock-gates in the sun. Then on to the
Community shop (after letting our dog have a splash
around in the "Narrows"). We made our purchases,
which included the second part of our breakfast,
Magnum ice creams, and on to Meades farm shop
where our bags were filled with fruit and veg. One
day we spotted a very colourful moth resting on a
stone. It had black wings with white spots and a
bright red body, and turned out to be a Scarlet Tiger
Moth. We felt privileged to see something so
unusual. Later in the summer a fluttering caught my
eye among blackberry flowers in a hedge. It was a
very colourful butterfly and one that I had never
seen before with purple wings bordered by cream

The Queens Head
Long Marston

Food served

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm
Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm
Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music
01296 668368

www.queensheadlongmarston.com

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd
All ovens hob and extractors




Professional service
Excellent value and fully insured
Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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WI News

by Maggy Winship

AFTER we were able to get together at our long
awaited September meeting, our hopes for an October
meeting were dashed by the news next day of stricter
Covid 19 rules, and only 6 to a group. However, not to
be daunted some of our ladies have been meeting in the
fields for coffee mornings, providing a picnic table and
flasks for the hot drinks. I'm sure the sheep must have
wondered what was going on!

We will still be holding our poppy display around the
war memorial for Remembrance Day, and with all the
spare time we have had to make them, we are hoping to
put out more poppies than ever this year.
Our walking group is back, and already have had some
very pleasant walks around the area, despite the mud
and inclement weather. There have also been plans for a
cinema club which can take place in socially distanced
seats.
Although Denman has closed its doors to residential
students, there are still weekly online courses available
in all sorts of subjects, and these are proving very
popular.
With the autumn approaching we all hope that our
members are keeping safe and well.

From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting
“I LOVE virtual meetings; it adds to the gaiety of stating it was good to have residents involved in matters like
this.
it all”
FROM that comment, I think you can guess that things did not Highways and byways

go quite so smoothly at October’s parish meeting. From late
arrivals, to Pinky and Perky audio (or the Clangers, depending
on your age), and whistling hearing aids, we had it all. Well
done to everyone for getting through it and a belated Happy
Birthday to parish warden Colin Reedman, whose birthday it
was on the day. What a way to celebrate.

Public participation

The meeting kicked off with a curious little item involving a
prefabricated concrete garage/workshop. Chair Cllr Godwin
has written to both parties concerned, advising them that the
TRPC is only a consultee with regard to planning applications,
not an enforcement body: that rests with Dacorum.

If you go down to the woods today…

There then followed a detailed account of the clearance of the
land adjacent to Dixons Wharf, which has residents there
understandably concerned and unhappy about how it was
undertaken.

STILL on the theme of local environment, Cllr N Fox reported
that he has met with Herts County Councillor Nick
Hollinghurst regarding traffic signs, road markings, and a letter
from the Highways Department. They also discussed road
safety if the Glebe Meadows development was approved and
the changing of the HGV route which currently goes through
Long Marston, although this last was affected by the delays to
the work to Brownlow Bridge, caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.
He also reported that an application has been made to use
Marsworth Airfield for goods vehicles and trailers, which was
likely to have an impact on Lukes Lane residents.
Unfortunately, the decision on this would be made by a Traffic
Commissioner in Leeds! However, County Cllr Hollinghurst
would be writing to them on behalf of the county council.

Cllr Chalmers gave an update from the Flood Working Party
(FWP). There had been extensive flooding in the parish over
the weekend of 2 – 4 October. He commended residents of
Chapel
Lane, Long Marston for initially dealing with the
Mr Harwood, a professional ecologist and resident of Dixons
deluge, later assisted by the fire brigade. The flooding in
Wharf, has compiled a document concerning the timeline of
Astrope Lane would hopefully be addressed by Herts CC, as
events and the concerns of residents and sent it to Dacorum
dealing with the blocked culvert and drains was on their winter
Planning, the TRPC and Herts’ county ecologist Martin Hick.
schedule. [Reporter’s comment: yup, several people in hi-vis
The first that residents were aware was when a gate was
jackets
with vans and flashing lights in Astrope Lane on 12
installed to the area of woodland and scrub at Tring Road,
October.]
There was also flooding by Wilstone Village Hall. As
Wilstone. A couple of days later, over the August bank holiday
weekend, a crew arrived with some large machines and cleared two or three Environment Agency vehicles were seen in Long
Marston on the Saturday, he hoped our problems were being
the majority of trees and scrub on the site. Some of this
taken more seriously. Cllr Thirkettle assures everyone that the
vegetation was then piled up against the gate. [Reporter’s
FWP are working hard to resolve this problem!
comment: perhaps there was a draught?)
Unsure what to do, residents contacted the local authority and
the police. A couple of weeks later, the same party of people
returned to the site and were seen taking measurements.
Mr Harwood reported that there had been a lot of wildlife on
the site, for example, badgers, bats, owls and deer. There is a
badger sett in the middle of the site, but Mr Harwood stated it
was not known whether it was active. He felt that September’s
Village News article suggesting that wildlife wasn’t an issue
was misleading, because the surveys referred to did not cover
the land adjacent to Dixons Wharf. In any event, surveys
should be considered every two years, so they were well out of
date. The county ecologist agreed that the landowner is likely
to have breached legislation and that Mr Harwood’s letter has
usefully documented this breach.
Mr Harwood wanted a link made between the activity and the
motivation behind it. Although there is no proof of intention,
the suspicion is that future development is planned and that a
speculative application will be submitted.
Mr Harwood asked that TRPC and Dacorum Planning take the
prior condition of the land into consideration, should such a
planning application be received, and requested that sites are
better protected in the future.
Cllr Godwin suggested that the TRPC could review local sites
and expressed his appreciation for Mr Harwood’s efforts,
Village News

Cllr Godwin advised that correspondence has been received
from Herts CC regarding changes to footpaths in the parish; he
will be summarising the many documents and posting the
summary to the TRPC website.

Chapel of p-ease

Cllr N Fox suggested a use for some of the CIL funds, to
support parish assets. He referred to the Chapel of Ease at the
end of Chapel Lane, Long Marston. For 15 years the land
around the Chapel has been maintained, unofficially, by John
Noakes, who lives next to it. The land is consecrated, and
contains the graves of ancestors of some current local residents.
Cllr Fox suggested that the TRPC approach the Church with a
view to perhaps leasing the land and then maintaining it as a
parish asset, for use as a place of reflection and sanctuary. Cllr
Godwin thought the idea had potential and would be looked
into.

In a spin?

Correspondence has been received from a resident regarding
the road surface at the T-junction of Wilstone and Tring Roads.
A horse and rider slid on the road surface and were injured.
The correspondent speculated that, since the road was
resurfaced, the junction has been used for spinning cars and the
effect of this had been to make the road more slippery.

Date of next meeting

Wednesday 2nd December 2020, check the TRPC website for

Tring Rural Parish Council
contacts

IN RESPONSE to the letter from our Acting Dog Warden,
whether you own a dog or not, dog poo affects everyone. It’s
unpleasant to see it in parks, on the pavement, and especially
on your shoe! Dog fouling can also be a serious health
hazard.
The law requires that everyone picks up after their dog and
the Parish Council would urge all dog owners to comply. In
addition to dog owner's responsibilities to scoop the poop, the
Parish Council provides several dog bins to ensure the parish
is kept clear of dog mess.
For further information
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/communityliving/community-safety-dacorum/public-spaces-protection-

Your Parish Councillors are:
Steven Godwin(Chairman) 07487852830
smgodwin55@gmail.com
Nigel Fox
01296 662922
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk
John Thirkettle 01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Doug Chalmers
07885 962818
Mary Davis
075160344248
Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Jean Fox
01442 825846
Jean.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk
The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
07516 344248
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX
The Villages Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Parish Council Website:

Report dog fouling online, email dogfouling@dacorum.gov.uk or call 01442 228418
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Bethany Mead
I work from my treatment room in Wilstone, as well as
mobile in the local area.

Sudoku Corner

by Colin Moore

No 143 Easy

Massage - Deep Tissue Massage - Reflexology
Facials - Manicure - Pedicure - Gels
Gift Vouchers
07935 821846 BMTreatments@gmail.com

Slightly more difficult than last month’s but you should
be able solve without resorting to pen and paper.
Solution on page 23

Trings Own Apple Juice

Give your surplus apples and pears a shelf life by turning
them into 100% pure delicious juice.

juice!

JOBS FOR JO
No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you

Garden tidying – regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620 or 01442 891444

Village News

Standard rate £1.50 a bottle
We can also press juice for cider!
For more details call or text Nigel 07950809851
Or follow us on Facebook
The Apple Workshop
P E Mead and Sons Farm Shop
Lower Icknield Way, Tring,HP23 4NT.

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed

ROOFING
Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.

56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031
Mobile: 07951 220904

Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening)

Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding Tyres Wheels balanced Batteries Exhausts Diagnostic Tuning Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs
Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

(off the B489
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu &
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated
Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk
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People do read these adverts
If you own a local business,
why not advertise in the ever
popular Village News?
You can promote your business
and contribute to this valuable
community publication

Contact
Amanda Russell
07885 891634

email:
villagenewsadvertising@
gmail.com
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The last witch hunt or Ruth Osborne revived

Chapter 5 Justice

FOLLOWING this dreadful event an
Inquest was held at the Half Moon Inn
at Wilstone on 5th April 1751. It was
presided over by Samuel Atkinson,
his Majesty’s Coroner, at which John
Foster surgeon stated

“How do you find the accused?”
He stated “William Humbles- Not
Guilty. Charles Young- Not
Guilty”. At this there were cheers
from the court. When he announced
Thomas Colley ‘Guilty’ there were
shouts of disbelief and anger. ‘How
can a man be found guilty of this
crime against a wicked old witch?’
Again it underlined local ignorance of
the law of the land that had ruled
ducking was unlawful several years
previously.

He verily believes that ‘Ruth Osborne
came to her death by suffocation with
water and mud and suffering as lying
on cold ground for a considerable
time’.
So many people were involved in this
unlawful event that it was difficult to
discover those responsible at this
stage. An Enquiry was set up in Tring
on May 21st 1751.The three presiding
justices being, Squire Gilbert
Williams of Tring, the Reverend
Johnson of Hemel Hempstead and
George Carpenter of Redbourne.
It was concluded that Ruth Osborne
had been murdered and a large
number of people were involved. Many more were
implicated in the riots and damage in Tring but even more
had absconded.
Three persons were considered to be mainly responsible and
should be brought to Trial. Thomas Colley, Charles Young
and William Humbles. They would go befor e The
Hertford Assizes, indicted for murder
Several others were indicted for the damage to the
workhouse in riots preceding the ducking of Ruth Osborne
Prior to the Enquiry, Samuel Atkinson, his Majesty’s
Coroner, had written to Earl Cowper (Lord Lieutenant of
Hertfordshire) informing him that a Daniel Nikols had
initiated this train of events by asking a William Dell, the
Town Cryer, to make announcements about the intended
duckings .Unfortunately Earl Cowper’s reply did not reach
the three justices until after the Enquiry.
Immediately, on 30th May Rev. Johnson directed the Chief
Constable to issue a warrant for the arrest of Daniel Nickols
but by this time he had absconded and could not be found. It
was considered that the Town Cryer. William Dell, was not
considered to be guilty of an offence and should not stand
trial.
The trial of these three men indicted for murder took place at
the Court of Assizes Hertford on July 30 th 1751 presided
over by Lord Chief Justice Lee. Many witnesses came
forward to give evidence but many more were reluctant to
attend as they feared vengeance or indeed had sympathy for
the perpetrators.
One particularly damning piece of evidence was that Thomas
Colley was seen going around after the ducking rattling a tin
to collect ale money for providing such sport!
When all the evidence had been heard and Lord Chief Justice
had completed his summing up, the jury retired to consider
their verdict. On their return, the Judge asked the Forman of
the jury, Fagin Slade, have you reached your verdict? “Yes
your Honour”
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by John Noakes

Those others indicted of starting a riot
and damaging property in Tring
would appear at the next assizes
Lord Justice Lee then pronounced the
sentence of Death by hanging. It was
to be carried out at some distance
from the crime scene as there was
concern that there might be violent
protests.
In the circumstance Thomas Colley was taken under escort
by a large force of Horse Guards Blue, to Gubblecote Cross
on 24th August 1751 and there was hanged in chains
Epilogue
Just before his execution Thomas Colley made this
confession.
Good People,
I beseech you all to take warning by an unhappy man’s
suffering; that you do be not deluded into so absurd and
wicked a conceit as to believe that there are any such beings
upon earth as witches. It was that foolish and vain
imagination, heightened and inflamed by the strength of
liquor, which prompted me to be instrumental (with others as
mad brained as myself) in the horrid and barbarous murder
of Ruth Osborne, the supposed witch, for which I am now so
deservedly to suffer death.
I am fully convinced of my former error and with the sincerity
of a dying man, declare that I do not believe there is such a
thing in being as a witch and pray to God that none of you
through contrary persuasion may hereafter be induced to
think that you have a right in any shape to persecute, much
less endanger the life of a fellow creature. I beg of you all to
pray to God to forgive me and to wash clean my polluted soul
in the blood of Jesus Christ my saviour and redeemer.
So exhorteth you all, the dying Thomas Colley.
Synopsis
In 1751 Ruth Osborne was indeed the last woman in this
country to be ducked and drowned, being considered by
many people in the community to be a witch.
There are considerable number of documented facts about
this event; some true, some have been embellished, others
inaccurate. It is not surprising that many people have put their
personal spin on this happening that took place so long ago. It
is a gripping story and lends itself to storytelling but the basic
facts are true. What makes it so relevant is that this barbaric
illegal event took place in our immediate neighbourhood 270

From the Tring Team

by Rev’ds Jane Banister & Michelle Grace

Remembering

Remembrance this year

WITHIN the Christian story lies the promise of hope - of new
beginnings and rebirth. This is not to deny any pain or sorrow
that we feel along the way - nothing in the Christian story
promises that everything will be easy all the time. Rather
Christianity encourages a healthy engagement with those things
that cause us pain; it is in acknowledging and sometimes wrestling with them that we find freedom from pain and new life.

THE WORDS community, our country, our world have been
very ill, have seen friends and family die, have had to face
times of restriction, job losses, loneliness and so much more.
There have also been positives: a growth in community feeling,
new ways found of socializing and caring and looking after
each other and ourselves. We have stood together on our doorsteps to say thank you to the NHS, and to all those who have
kept our communities going.

There may be ambivalence in our remembering. Remembering
loved ones may be hard, perhaps accompanied by sharp pain
inside us, yet our remembering may also warm us as we recall
love received and shared. For many, this year’s season of remembrance will no doubt be more poignant than usual.

This is the time of year when we remember – at All Saints and
All Souls, we remember those we love who have died, and
those who have gone before us; and Remembrance, both the
Sunday and the 11th itself, when we think of those whose lives
were permanently altered by war.

The church recognises this mixture of feelings, and offers the
gift of a space and time in which to hold those things together
and to remember those whose memory we cherish. All Souls
Day and Remembrance Sunday are gifts of remembrance, opportunities for celebrating and giving thanks for those who
have inspired us, and those who we have loved and have lost.

I learn something new at Remembrance each year: about local
people and their role whether in the military or civilian life,
about how life was lived for those in the middle of war. One of
the effects of the First World War was the huge number of
women who lost the opportunity of marriage and family life. It
meant that there was a generation of women with careers, and
in particular in the teaching profession. They dedicated their
lives to the children in their care, to expanding their worlds and
their education. Our grandparents and parents and we have
benefitted from their lives and work.

What’s happening here?
Across the Tring Team Parish there will be a few different
ways of remembering together to which you are warmly invited. From physical acts of remembrance to live-streamed services, we hope that all can connect with this season in a way
most helpful for you.
Please see elsewhere in this magazine for details of local
services. Please also make careful note of the guidelines; we
are working hard to ensure everyone stays as safe as possible.

And it always shocks me to remember how long rationing went
on after the Second World War – to the mid 1950s. People
reused and remade clothes; they improvised on food ingredients, and grew their own. They did not have the vast array of
food we have at our supermarkets and online. It reminds me
just how privileged we are, and how often we forget that.
This year on Remembrance Sunday, we will remember, as we
always do, and some of us will pray, as we always do. As the
local churches, part of the Church of England with the Queen
A prayer for All Souls
as our head, we will be organizing services and acts of remembrance, but they will be different. But whatever our views,
Loving God, thank you for all those who have shaped our lives, Remembrance Sunday is a day for memories, for learning, and
for a commitment to peace now and in the future.
but whom we no longer see. Help us to remember them well,
and trust that they are at peace with you. Amen
So on Remembrance Sunday in Wilstone and Long Marston,
wreath bearers will walk, one from each end of the village in
A prayer for Remembrance Sunday
both places, to the war Memorial. The wreaths will be placed
there for 11am, and we are suggesting that everyone stand outO God of truth and justice, we hold before you those people
side their houses as the wreaths pass. We will provide an act of
who have been injured or who have died in active service. As
remembrance for all to read, so that we can remember together,
we honour their courage and cherish their memory, may we put even if we cannot gather together, and keep the silence togethour faith in your future; for you are the source of life, peace,
er. At each memorial, a clergy person will read the act of Remembrance that everyone will be following at home. In this
and hope, now and for ever. Amen.
way, we will be remembering together, respectfully and safely.
So just as we gathered to say thank you to the NHS, we will
Every blessing,
gather to say thank you to those who made the ultimate sacriRev Michelle Grace
fice for freedom and for peace.
Rev Jane Banister
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From the Tring Team

by Rev’d Jane Banister & Michelle Grace

Remembrance Sunday events
8th November 2020

Please look at the British Legion website for information on
how to donate, and to gift aid.

I AM AFRAID that due to the current Covid situation and the
related Government regulation and guidelines, the events will
look very different this year.

From the British Legion website
Despite the changes this year, we are encouraging
people across the nations to ensure Remembrance
Sunday is still marked appropriately by taking part in
remote and socially distanced Remembrance activity,
whether that be watching the service on television or
pausing for the Two Minute Silence in their home or on
their doorsteps.

Wilstone 10.40

Designated wreath bearers will walk from Grange Road and
end of Tring Road to the War Memorial. Villagers are
invited to come to their doorways to watch them pass. The
wreath bearers and vicar will meet at the War Memorial. The
words for the Act of Remembrance will be available for
downloading from Tring Team Parish website, and copies
will be available in the shop for those without computer
access (or please contact Jane on 01442 822170). There will
not be any available on the day. We also have to ask people
not to meet at the memorial but to follow the service
preferably from their doorways or homes, but where that is
not possible to stay in groups of less than 6, maintain a strict
social distancing and respect any track and trace requests.

Long Marston 10.40

Wreath bearers will walk from both ends of Station Road
(Bromley at Wingrave end, and where the pavement starts at
other end) to the War Memorial. As in Wilstone we would
request that as many people as possible view from their
houses , but where this is not possible to stay in groups of
less than 6, maintain a strict social distancing, and respect
any track and trace requests.
Please come to your village memorial at some point on
Remembrance Sunday or on 11th November if you wish to
place your poppy or British Legion cross there.
We fully understand that this is very disappointing for many
of you. We do not believe that anyone would want to
unnecessarily interfere or change in any way such a
significant event in our lives. However these are not normal
times. Hopefully this will never happen again, but if it does
we should learn as a community from it. In the weeks after
we will provide a system for you all to record your views and
we will post a summary of them on the website and village
noticeboards
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Tring Team Parish
Council

Tring Rural Parish

All Souls
This is the time when we remember before God those we have
loved and lost, whether recently or not. This year there is a
particular poignancy with all those who have died with
COVID, and all those whose funerals we have been unable to
attend.
Services – Sunday 1st November 6pm All Saints, Long
Marston
- Tuesday 3rd November 10am, St Cross, Wilstone.
At those services, we will read out the names of all those
whose funerals we took over the last year. If you have family
and friends who you would like remembered at one of these
services, please ring or email Rev Jane (01442 822170
jane@tringteamparish.org.uk)
Our churches are not large and with social distancing we
cannot have the numbers that we normally would. So we are
also having times when the churches will be open, and you can
come in for private prayer, or to light a candle.
Open Church – Saturday 31st October 4pm – 6pmAll Saints,
Long Marston
Sunday 1st November 2pm – 4pm St Cross, Wilstone
Please go to our website to book places for the services.
Booking is not needed for Open Church, but we cannot have
more than 6 in any group attending. Face coverings need to be
worn any time that you are in the churches.
CHRISTMAS!
We are still finalizing our services, and how to fit everyone in,
but we will be celebrating! We hope there will be a crib
services at All Saints, Long Marston at 4pm on 23 rd and 24th
December, and Lessons and Carols at St Cross at 7pm on 23 rd
and 24th Decembe r(although we are not yet allowed to sing as
congregations). Booking is required, so please, keep an eye on
our website, and book as soon as you can. If there is a large
demand, we will find a way forward!
www.tringteamparish.org.uk

Problem with your windows?
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, or
is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771 706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert please call for further information.

Guarantees on all units fitted.
Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com
Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today!

F.R Jeffery & Son
Coal Merchant

Coal, Smokeless Fuel,
Kiln Dried Logs,
& Compost

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances
Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact us on: 01296 661258

T&S TREECARE
TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Telephone: 01296 662167
Village News

Local woodland habitat lost

planning authority to respond accordingly.

Name supplied

Even if no such application is forthcoming, should the land be
reverted to use by grazing animals for example, the community
MANY of you will be aware of the recent clearance of an area has now lost another valuable green asset that was 25 years in
of secondary woodland (that is woodland that has naturally
the making, at a time when we and the wider world are
regenerated following land being left unmanaged), adjacent to desperately trying to turn the clock back. We simply must stop
Dixon’s Wharf, close to Wilstone village. The privately-owned allowing, or otherwise incentivising, the continued loss of our
woodland was cleared across the vast majority of the land
ever-depleting natural capital resources.
parcel, aside from a narrow strip remaining around the edges; a
square measuring close to two hectares in area (approximately
135m by 140m). The woodland was well-known to local
residents and supported muntjac and roe deer, fox, badger, bats,
and tawny owl, amongst other wildlife species and, in recent
winters, had held an impressive murmuration of starlings (more
than 500 individuals) that roosted overnight in the trees there.
We are in an era of biodiversity crisis and climate change
emergency and the two are inextricably linked. Dacorum
Borough Council is one of many councils across the UK to
have stated as such, declaring “a current and future climate
change emergency that requires urgent planning and action”.
The natural capital value of woodland habitat and the
ecosystem services that it provides in locking in carbon,
slowing runoff from rainfall and preventing localised flooding,
assisting with air quality through the absorption of pollutants,
in addition to many other environmental benefits, are often
under-estimated but are widely acknowledged and understood.
As well as links to our health, there are those to the wellbeing
of residents and visitors; even where not accessible for
recreation, its very existence brings benefits to people,
including supporting the range of wildlife that is then enjoyed
by the community. The asset value of UK woodlands was
recently estimated at £130 billion, with timber accounting for
less than 7% of that value.
The UK government has consulted on a pledge to substantially
increase woodland cover across the region and many
organisations have responded demanding that this target be set
even higher. Currently, there are about 45 trees per person in
the UK, compared to 180 in France, 700 in the US, and 10,000
per person in Canada.
Many may be unaware that, at this very moment, public and
private investment is pouring into woodland habitat creation
and afforestation schemes. The Northern Forest, fo new r
example, is an ambitious mega-project to plant 50 million new
trees in a belt from Liverpool to Hull, transforming the
landscape of the region and creating thousands of job
opportunities. As part of its vision to go carbon negative,
brewer Brewdog has purchased an 800-hectare site in Scotland
to plant one million trees and restore degraded peatland; a
model that many other businesses are following. Which is why
it is such a shame to see what will soon be (and should have
always been) seen as highly valuable future resources lost
locally in this way.
The motivation for the recent clearance remains unclear.
Should a speculative planning application be lodged in the
future for this area of land, without fully accounting for the
prior wooded condition of the site, it would represent a very
clear attempt to circumvent the intentions of the planning
system, foremost of which is to prevent development in
inappropriate locations and to focus it instead in lower impact
areas. In that event, it would be incumbent upon the local
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What’s left ! What Next ?
Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee

Our Bookshop
November Book of the Month

By Ben Moorhouse
The Miseducation of Evie Epworth by Matson Taylor (Signed copies whilst stocks last - £12.99)
We were lucky enough to interview Matson for Our
YouTube Channel and since then, all the shop staff
have fallen in love with his debut novel. “Like discovering Adrian Mole or Bridget Jones for the first
time” (review from Joanna Nadin), we know you
will love Evie. “It’s the perfect book for our times.
Deliciously nostalgic, hugely funny and ultimately
heart-warming” (review from Veronica Henry).
July, 1962 Sixteen year-old Evie Epworth stands on
the cusp of womanhood.
But what kind of a woman will she become? The
fastest milk bottle-delivery girl in East Yorkshire,
Evie is tall as a tree and hot as the desert sand. She
dreams of an independent life lived under the bright
lights of London (or Leeds). The two posters of Adam Faith on her bedroom wall ('brooding Adam' and
'sophisticated Adam') offer wise counsel about a future beyond rural East Yorkshire.
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Buy from Our Bookshop, Tring and join Our
Bookclub meeting with the Author Matson Taylor
Call – 01442 827653
or email bookshop@tringbookfestival.co.uk

NOVEMBER BOOK EVENTS – Mostly Virtual
12th November – 11am EOIN COLFER
16th November – 7pm JOHN NICHOL
18th November – 7pm BEN MACINTYRE
22nd November – 12pm HEATHER MORRIS
24th November – 7pm OLLIE OLLERTON
Go to www.tringbookfestival.co.uk for full details
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

How letting go helped me find
fun in Wilstone
by Kathryn White

Synchronicity at its best!

That was 4 years ago, and I have relished every single minute
of being a part of the shop community. Even on those dark
wintery mornings when my alarm rings out at 6am, travelling
over to Wilstone is one of the highlights of my week. Despite
SYNCHRONICITY is a concept I write about a lot – in my being an ‘interloper’ from across town, everyone has welcomed
book and my blog posts. I first experienced the power of
me - and Mole – and volunteering has brought joy and another
synchronicity shortly after my husband, Ian, died and it has dimension to my social life, with the film nights and getfascinated me ever since. Why? Because, if we can let go of togethers.
our need to control outcomes, then our lives flow that little
To fellow bread wrangler Katie, deli VP Lucas, Johnnyboy
bit easier - and let’s face it, in these challenging times, we
Henderson and coffee maker extraordinaire (and team chief),
all need to reduce stress. Psychologist, Carl Jung first
introduced the idea of synchronicity to describe meaningful Diana – thank you for the giggles, the chats and your
friendship.
coincidences. Let me tell you how I became a volunteer at
Wilstone Community Village Shop to illustrate how this
See what happens when you let life flow? Why don’t you put
works.
an idea ‘out there’ and let things unfold?
I became more familiar with Wilstone and its surroundings
while walking Mole, my black scruffy terrier. At the time,
Mole was still a puppy and being a ‘terrier-ist’, his chase
instinct kicked in whenever he saw – yes, you’ve guessed it – a
squirrel! So, in the open country around the village, I could
keep an eye on him whenever he went ‘squirrel deaf’ and much
more easily than in the wooded areas around where I live in
Wigginton. Furthermore, everyone we met said hello, which
added to the fun of walking in this area.

Life for me was settling into a lovely routine, with my writing
business flourishing and now this little fellow to exercise every
day. With time available, I felt a pull to get involved with my
community in some way and the thought of volunteering rather
appealed, I just didn’t know how or what.
One morning, having squelched our way around the fields,
Mole and I stopped off at the village shop to pick up supplies. I
hadn’t been in the shop before, and if I’m honest, I was
expecting a higgledy-piggledy array of not-so-brilliant products
and a few dusty tins of baked beans. Well, imagine my delight
as I stepped into the wonderfully stocked emporium that is our
beloved community shop! Not only did I find what I was
looking for, I discovered far more. A notice on the counter
caught my eye: “Attention: volunteers needed”. As a morning
person, the opportunity to join the shop team for the early shift
on Saturday was perfect for me. I’d thoroughly enjoyed
working behind the pharmacy counter at Boots the Chemist as
my Saturday job while at college, serving customers and
stocking shelves. I smiled.
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Kathryn with Baz and Mole
Kathryn E White is an author, medical writer and speaker –
find out more at kathrynewhite.com and on Instagram
@kathrynewhite_author. Copies of her book, Life Matters: for
anyone who has ever lost a loved one, are available at Wilstone
Community Village shop for £9.99 (also available as e-book
and large print at Amazon, Book Depository and to order at all
good book stores).

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop

Solution No 143

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER


For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements



Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing,
fault finding & repair



Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd



Complete bathroom installations & design

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery



No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out
charge

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available
01442 876622 • 07884 058795
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk
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Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028
E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

Tring School New Build
THE PROJECT to rebuild the majority of Tring School is
now well underway. Work started in May 2020 to prepare the
ground for the erection of a temporary two storey building
containing 35 classrooms, labs, offices and amenities. This
construction was completed in late August enabling the staff
to move in at the end of the month with students being in the
classrooms from 2 September onwards.

ing regime, extra staff on supervision duties and a whole raft
of other actions and measures. As with the provision of our
online learning when schools were closed earlier in the year,
we believe we’ve gone above and beyond in doing everything
that we possibly can in the best interests of the students and
the staff. The environment is safe and secure and well organised.

The plans for the new school buildings can be seen on the
school’s website along with drawings and a virtual “flythrough” showing both interior and exterior views. I really do
The students and staff have all been hugely impressed with
encourage you to find a few minutes to watch the fly-through
the quality of the new facilities and they are far superior to the as it’s brilliant!
old buildings they have left behind. The rooms are large,
bright, warm and have a high specification of ICT in every
teaching space.
Now that we have relocated half of the school into the temporary accommodation, work has begun on demolishing some of
the old buildings. Watching this happen has fascinated many
of the students!!
The demolition will be completed this Autumn and then we

Rod Gibberd
Business Director
Chief Operating Officer for the Ridgeway Learning Partnership
September 2020

can move on to building the new school. The three storey
building will be constructed by Bowmer + Kirkland and will
be one of the most sustainably designed schools in the country
with additional facilities to support the pastoral care and emotional well-being of the students. A local benefactor has also
committed to fund expanded sports facilities to encourage
more participation in physical activity and exercise.
The new facilities will include science laboratories, design
and technology facilities, art rooms, classrooms, new dining
room, learning resources centre, sixth form centre, a four court
sports hall and an activity studio. Every single teaching space
will benefit from new and high quality ICT equipment. The
front of the new building will be some 65 metres further back
from the road and reducing the impact on the local community
has been a key element in the exterior design and landscaping.
Every single element of the new school has been carefully
considered and meticulously planned.
In terms of the here and now, it has been a massive task to
make the school conform to all of the Government guidelines
for Covid 19. This would have been challenging at the best of
times but given the restrictions of the new build programme
on top of Covid it really has led to a lot of headaches. However, we’ve taken everything in our stride! We have the students
in their year group bubbles conforming to one way systems,
staggered meal times, face covering rules, a meticulous cleanVillage News

Standards must be maintained!
BY THE TIME you read this, I will have made my Christmas
cake. It’s something I always do at the end of October, usually
to coincide with the school half term holiday as I seem to have
a little more time to do fun things when I’m not acting as a part
-time taxi service for the younger elements of the family.
Nowadays though I find that this service is not required as
much as the offspring can ferry themselves around without my
assistance, unless they run out of petrol, or want to imbibe at a
hostelry. Despite this change in circumstances, I continue to
slave over a cake that usually isn’t eaten until January – and
then rarely by members of my own family. Unfortunately, this
year things will be a little different as the social gatherings to
which I would usually take the festive fruit offering are not
taking place. With this in mind, I shall be scaling back my
cake to a modest size and design so that we are more likely to
consume it ourselves without the assistance of all and sundry.
This won’t apply to the turkey, pigs in blankets or mince pies after all, standards must be maintained!
I always enjoy baking for friends regardless of the season and
one cake I can always guarantee to be well received is Delia’s
chocolate beer cake, a real crowd pleaser especially as the
nights draw in and we all crave comfort food. It’s a rich,
dense, filling offering which lends itself particularly well to
those times when you’ve been out in the cold, dank air and
need warming up. Any kind of stout will do, but obviously
Guinness or Murphy’s are the preferred tipple.
Chocolate Beer Cake
Ingredients:
60g (2oz) cocoa powder
200ml (7 fl oz) stout
110g (4oz) butter, very soft
275g (10oz) dark soft brown sugar
2 large eggs, beaten
175g (6oz) plain flour

Warning! Food theft in this area
NOW that we have all grown up we have been given our own
place, to graze and it’s been fab! Three separate areas to
graze, and a nice bridge between two of them where the
stream (when it’s been rainy) flows beneath us. It’s a lovely
place for a doze in the sun or to play Pooh sticks (yes, sheep
play Pooh sticks too).

By Sally Smith
¼ tsp baking powder
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
For the Icing
110g (4oz) icing sugar, sifted
50g (2oz) butter, very soft
2 tbsp stout
110g (4oz) dark chocolate
2 x 20cm (8”) sponge tins, lightly greased and lined
1.Pre-heat the oven to 180°C, Gas Mark 4, 350°F whilst
you cream the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy,
before gradually beating in the eggs.
2.Sift together the flour, baking powder and bicarb into a
separate bowl, and in a third bowl blend the cocoa
powder with the stout.
3.Carefully fold alternate quantities of the flour mix and
the cocoa-stout mix into the main mix.
4.Once all ingredients have been blended together, divide
equally between the two cake tins.
5.Bake at the top of the oven for 30-35 minutes until they
feel springy and have shrunk away from the sides
slightly. Leave to cool in the tins for five minutes
before turning onto a wire rack to cool completely.
6.To make the icing, beat the sugar and butter together and
then gradually add the stout, ensuring it is thoroughly
mixed before adding more. Melt the chocolate in a
bowl over hot water, before carefully folding into the
icing sugar mixture.
7.Once the icing sugar mix has cooled to a spreadable consistency, sandwich the cakes together with a third of
the mix and use the remaining two thirds of the mixture to cover the top of the cake. If you can resist,
allow the icing to become firm before eating.

by the black sheep of the flock
So there we were one really wet Sunday morning, minding
our own business. It wasn’t very exciting business, we were
rather wet and covered with those pesky sticky seeds, when
along came a bunch of humans. Strange thing to happen on a
wet Sunday morning, well when they don’t come bearing
sheep nuts that is. Instead they had big yellow sticks. Well
we weren’t waiting around to find out what they were doing,
so we all ran off to the top pasture. Then a couple of them
followed up!
What an indignity
And then they
started pulling up
our food. Okay,
it was a bit thorny
but there were a
few leaves left.

(Contd. On
page27)
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Local names and numbers
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team
Sergeant Damien Hewitt supported by PC Laz Clark , PC
Sarah Scanlon, PCSO Martin Leadbetter and PCSO
Lindsey Cunningham
01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services
01442 228000
Call the police if you see a crime being committed.
Reports of river flooding
Environment Agency
0845 988 1188
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter
07514 548289
Cubs and Scouts
Jane Dawson
07759 888085
LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs
01296 661021
St Cross Wilstone
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
Churchwarden Ken Martin
01442 822894
St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis
01442 822170
Churchwarden Christine Rutter
07514 548289
All Saints Long Marston
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
01442 822170
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Steven Godwin
07487852830
Email: smgodwin55@gmail.com
Clerk to the Parish Council
Chloe Collins
email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Villages Warden
Colin Reedman
01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann
01296 668548
Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles
chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams
07925 185311
Long Marston Tennis Club
Jackie Anwyl
01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman
01296 668054
Long Marston School
01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
Gagan Mohindra MP
02072 193000
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk
Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge
01442 891444
Village News
Colin Moore
01442 826976
Whitchurch Morris Men
John Bush
01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Mick McManus
01442 828748
Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings: Tony Short
01442 823096
WI
Pam Edmonds
01296 661370
Wilstone Community Shop
01442 891167
Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.
Send your editorial contributions,
articles, event notices, news and pictures
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower
case)

Deadline for items to go in the December
editionis: Wednesday 18 November 2020
The editor will be John McCall

Thank you …

To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home
in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056

Read Village News online at:

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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IVY

“Oh roses for the flush of youth, And laurel for the perfect
prime; But pluck an ivy branch for me Grown old before my
time”. (Christina Rossetti)
Ivy has many cultural significances – because it is evergreen it
“As creeping ivy clings to wood or stone, And hides the ruin
was given spiritual symbolism, and was sometimes brought
that it feeds upon”. (William Cowper)
indoors to drive out evil spirits. The Greek god Dionysus wore
CONTRARY to what Mr. Cowper thought, there is no evia crown of ivy leaves and, as he was the god of drinking it was
dence that ivy gains nourishment from whatever it is growing
believed that wearing a wreath of ivy on the head prevented
up, nor that it causes any damage. It is certainly true that the
intoxication (it doesn’t!) You might try putting an ivy leaf
aerial roots will penetrate any cracks or faults in stone and
under your pillow as it is said that this will make you dream of
brickwork, but well-built sound masonry is not damaged.
your lover. But beware! If instead you dream of an ivy plant a
Where ivy has been introduced into countries where it is not
break-up is predicted. Mention of ivy in the carol “The Holly
native, and there are consequently no controlling pests or disand the Ivy” would seem to confirm the plant’s longeases, the growth can be rampant and exclude other plants. In
established importance in Christmas celebrations, but the
the early years of American universities, it became a custom to
words were not written until 1823, and the final version not
plant ivy against college buildings every spring in a ceremony
published until 1911!
aptly called Ivy Day (and the old universities involved became
known as The Ivy League). Now it is illegal to plant ivy in
some states. The scientific name of ivy is HEDERA HELIX:there are between 12 and 15 species found spread across
western, central and southern Europe, north western Africa,
south central Asia, Japan and Taiwan. Aerial roots secure the
growing shoots to trees, rocks and buildings, and the plant can
grow to a height of 30 metres when so supported.
“He will watch from dawn to gloom The lake-reflected sun
illume The yellow bees in the ivy-bloom”. (Percy Bysshe
Shelley)
Ivy only produces flowers when the plant is 8 to 10 years old
(but can live 400 – 500 years). The flowers bloom from September to November (sometimes later) and are a rich source of
nectar for many flying insects. When the berries form these
are eaten by a variety of birds (including thrushes, blackcaps
and woodpigeons which distribute the seeds in their droppings.) Ivy leaves are eaten by several types of caterpillar such
as scalloped hazel, swallow-tailed moth and willow beauty.
Ivy is not edible by people, but has a long history of herbal
and medical use. In book 3 of The Leech Book of Bald (a late
9th century monk) it was suggested that “For sunburn boil in
butter ivy twigs, smother therewith”. And from the 16th century Gerard’s Great Herbal comes this advice; “The leaves of
ivy, fresh and green, boiled in wine, do heal old ulcers”. Later,
it was thought that the leaves in rose-water applied warm to
The Old Pub And the Modern building
the temples cured headaches, and the juice of either the berries
or leaves snuffled up the nose purged the brain of rheum. Ivy
leaves well boiled in water producing a very strong decoction
were held to restore lustre and colour to dark hair when used
as a rinse. In Shropshire, farmers fed a piece of ivy to every
Ivy covering an old Pub and a modern apartment block
animal on Christmas Day morning to keep the Devil away for
a year.

by Martin Winship

(continued from page 25)
And they pulled it up! Well we had to do something about
that. So a couple of
the braver ones went
to investigate, as you
can see in the picture
.They’d pulled up
some of our food and
left it in a pile, then a
whole load (well not
many more because
of this human
disease) came and
joined in.
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They said that is was something about restricting the spread of
the blackthorn. But I don’t know how that stops them catching
diseases.
And it was
our food that
they were
stealing. So
beware of
humans that
come and
steal your
food. In
broad
daylight!

The History of the Wilstone Farm Shop

By Simon Mead

THE MEAD family have been farming in and around Wilstone
since before 1860. Originally the Mead’s came out of London
to produce hay and straw for the working horses of the city.
Simon and Chris are the sixth generation and things have
changed a lot.
At present the farm is producing arable crops, beef and lamb.
Our most successful diversifications to date have been the
Farm Shop and our Chiltern Cold Pressed rapeseed Oil, which
is grown, pressed and bottled by us at Wilstone Great Farm.
Many of you will only have known our Shop as it stands today
but some may well remember its humble beginnings.
Back in the 1960’s it started as a tea trolley by the side of the
road with an honesty box selling in season fruit and vegetables
that were home grown and eggs that were produced on the
farm.

Produced beef and lamb. We currently stock products from
around 40 local producers including Potash Farm Chickens,
At this time David, Geoff and Harry Mead were running the
Heygates flour and Ashridge honey and all our local producers
Farm and they gradually expanded the vegetable growing as
have done a great job at keeping us supplied under difficult
demand was good. Sadly the honesty box system had to go and circumstances this year.
a larger cart that could be wheeled in and out of the shed
became “The Stall” which was staffed by many local people,
2005 saw the start of our Christmas food evenings which we all
enjoy and which for obvious reasons we are unable to hold this
names that come to mind are Arthur Edwards and Deborah
year. All our usual Christmas stock is in the shop and we will
Rance. Working outside in all weathers!
soon be taking orders for Potash Farms Free Range Turkeys.
2020 has certainly been a challenging time for us at the shop, it
was not built with a global pandemic in mind and we have had
to change the way we operate to allow for social distancing and
to adhere to other government guidelines. Alex was able to
quickly set up a system for online ordering for key workers and
those who were isolating and the hard work and dedication of
our staff got us through.
We would like to Thank everyone for their continued support.

The 1970’s were the peak of our vegetable production when
everyone had deep freezers to fill with in season vegetables.
The dawn of the Supermarkets with their all year round
availability put pressure on the viability of the stall.
In the mid 1980’s a decision was made to build a proper shop
so that other items could be stocked. Simon’s sister Sarah took
on the running of the new shop with the help of David and her
Uncle Geoff who by then was going to Bedford to buy
vegetables, as we could no longer grow our own. Soon we were
selling plants, compost, logs and pet food.
A fun lockdown fact:
By 2000 Simon and Jenny had taken on the shop and plans
In the ten weeks before lockdown we sold 380kg of
were made to renovate the 17th century barn that was in a state
Heygates flour in 1.5kg bags.
of disrepair. A grant was sought to help with the cost and
In the first ten weeks of lockdown we sold 13.5 tonnes of
luckily we had a brother -in -law Michael Spinks that could do
Heygates flour in 1.5kg bags.
the work. Since then we have gone from strength to strength
Credit should go to Heygates who did a great job in
adding two more small extensions.
keeping us supplied when they were under immense
pressure. Proof that building relationships with local
Our aim has always been to support as many local producers as
producers really works.
we could by selling their products alongside our own Home
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