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Featuring the 2015 expeditions to India & Zambia 

So what is World 
Challenge anyway? 
 
World Challenge expeditions 
are personal development 
opportunities for young peo-
ple using travel and explora-
tion to gain different experi-
ences of life. Students have 
to raise funds themselves to 
pay for their expedition, 
which is organised through 
their secondary school. The 
programme aims to foster 
team work and leadership 
skills through experiencing 
different cultures and coun-
tries as well as helping with a 
worthwhile community pro-
ject. Expeditions are usually 
well off the beaten track - to 
find out just how far off, read 
on! 
 

Our contributors 
 
The Editors would like to thank 
our contributors to this World 
Challenge colour supplement.   
The words and pictures are by: 

 

This colour supplement was  
produced and edited for Village 
News by Toby Davidson.  
 
For your regular Village News 
magazine please turn over. 

Village News 

An experience we will never forget 

IN July I was lucky enough to be able to 

go on a world challenge expedition to 

Zambia for two weeks. During our time 

there we did a three day trek down the 

Batoka Gorge, a project at a school in 

Kamwi, visited the Victoria Falls and 

went on a safari in Botswana. 

Once we arrived in Zambia we had half a 

day at our camp in Livingstone, before we 

got picked up to go to another camp at the 

start of the trek. We would be drinking the 

river water and going without showers for 

three days!  
 

After a night at the second camp we headed 

off on our three day trek, with our rucksacks 

full of group food and kit as well as our 

sleeping equipment. We started off the trek 

on grassy terrain, however within an hour of 

walking it was rocky underfoot which was 

incredibly difficult to walk on.  The scenery 

was amazing along the river, watching the 

monkeys climbing on the rocks and seeing 

the different rapids of the Zambezi River. 

We even saw some people canoeing along 

the river into the rapids which looked great 

fun and dangerous.  
 

After a quick break, we started our way to 

the place we would be sleeping for the night. 

5 hours later we reached a little beach 

alongside one of the rapids. We set up our 

mosquito nets and cooked dinner. It started 

to get dark at 5:30, so by 7 we were all in 

bed gazing at the amazing stars. The next 

day was the same, except we were trekking 

for 8 hours. There were points where we had 

to be careful and help each other as we could 

Victoria Falls 

Our makeshift camp Climbing Jacobs Ladder 

Emily Smith 

Ella Fordham 
 
Joel Munt 

By Ella Fordham 

and Joel Munt 
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easily slip and seriously injure ourselves. By the third day we 

were exhausted with our hips hurting from the weight of our 

bags. We had to walk just under 2 hours to reach Jacobs 

ladder, which is grassy land going up in zig zags until the top 

where there is a little wooden ladder to climb.  The ladder 

didn’t look at all safe but we all managed to get up safely.  

We then had a further two and a half hour walk before we got 

to the campsite.  The trek was most definitely a challenge 

physically but worth every effort! 

 

The next day was a relaxing day at a five star glamping and 

hotel back in Livingstone. We had burger and chips for lunch 

which we all had craved on the trek! We spent the rest of the 

day relaxing by the pool and showering, preparing ourselves 

for the project the next day. 

 

Our project phase was organised by the Butterfly Tree 

Charity and was at a little school in a village called Kamwi. 

As we arrived, the children at the school were running after 

the mini bus and were really excited to see us. We set our 

tents up by the school and the children came running over. As 

soon as our tent was up, my friend and I went to play football 

with the children.  There is no such thing as a language 

barrier in a game of football and it was great to have 

something in common with these young children although 

they don’t play by the rules!  Unfortunately though we 

weren’t there to play football all day and for the majority of 

our time at the school we were either painting classrooms or 

building a shop for school equipment so that the children 

didn’t have to walk miles to the next village.  We worked 

until it started to get dark and were covered in paint, which 

was difficult to get off. 

 

Most of the children who went to the school were orphans 

which was very sad.  My favourites were twin boys who were 

adorable.  Their Mother had died giving birth and their 

Grandmother was unable to care for them so they had been 

left as new born babies by the road.  Luckily they were taken 

in by the Butterfly Project and they are both now thriving. 

We experienced how tough life is for the people in Kamwii 

who don’t have the luxuries that we have at home.  Every 

time we needed water we had to roll a big blue barrel down a 

hill to the water pump, fill the barrel up and then roll it back 

up. That was really hard work. We had to wash our clothes by 

hand because there weren’t any washing machines. I wasn’t 

very good at this but the children at the school were really 

helpful because when they saw us washing our clothes, they 

would come over and say we were doing it wrong and then 

they would do it for us.  Every time we needed the toilet, 

there was a hole in the ground that we had to go to and no 

flush to get rid of it! 

 

It was very sad when we left the school because the children 

looked so upset to see us go and as the bus left they were 

running after it.  

 

The last morning on the project we were picked up to go to 

the Victoria Falls. As we walked around the falls we could 

feel the bits of drizzle spraying off from them. We walked to 

the top of Victoria Falls where the water came from and we 

had a break there and then went to the bottom of the falls. It’s 

hard to describe how magnificent and powerful the falls are 

Painting the classroom 

The new shop being built! 
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Mayor to visit Long Marston

THE Mayor of Dacorum, Councillor 

Adeleke will be visiting our Parish on 

Tuesday 10th November 9.0am - 11.0am. 

Tring Rural Parish Councillors would 

like to invite residents to come and meet 

the Mayor over coffee and biscuits from 

10.30 in the meeting room of the 

Community Asset Building on Long 

Marston Recreation Ground.

Councillor Gbola Adeleke has lived in 

Dacorum for more than 40 years, and has 

been a councillor for 12 years.

The role of Mayor is a non-political 

position and during the mayoral year, a 

Mayor puts aside council duties to 

concentrate on the role as the borough’s 

first citizen. In addition to chairing the 

Council meeting, the Mayor attends many 

different types of functions throughout 

the borough.  

The Mayor selected The Rennie Grove Hospice as his charity for the year.

Mayor of Dacorum- Councillor Adeleke.
(Photo courtesy of Hemel Today)

Solar Park £60,000 windfall spend -
holiday camps for Wilstone and Long Marston !  

YOU may recall that in the October 2014 edition Village News we were able to announce that  

Hive Energy, owners of the Folly Farm Solar Park, was to offer the Parish Council £60000 to 

spend in the community. The solar park produces enough electricity to power over 4500 

homes and makes a significant reduction in carbon emission.

Now we have the details of how the Parish Council are going to allocate the money. Officially 

known as the Solar Park Community Fund; it will be split into three pots.  Around £32,000 

will go to local groups throughout the villages, to be spent on specified projects. Another 

£24,000 will be allocated to 5 Parish Council projects with remaining £4000 held in reserve.  

Surprisingly £6600 is to be allocated to provide Holiday Camps in Wilstone and Long 

Marston over the next 3 years! No further details are available.

We will also get a survey to examine whether a wireless broadband link could provide a fast 

solution in both senses. Most of us need more speed (bandwidth) now to allow us to view 

catch up TV while the kids browse the net for their homework and granny talks to her friends 

on Skype. At the moment this is impossible and in many households you would be lucky to 

even manage one of these common activities. If we wait for the main providers to up their 

game we are unlikely to see much improvement until 2017-18. See page 10 for the detailed 

breakdown of the fund and page 20 for more on the broadband link.
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Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: Colin Moore

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 07743 896800

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist 

John McCall, Colin Moore.

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager

Rob Briant 07802 384151

Finance Manager & Treasurer

Toby Davidson 07970 636168

This month magazine is crammed full of information and 

stories. The spectacular colour supplement written and 

photographed by the young participants in this years Word 

Challenge visits to Zambia and India is a real example of 

the opportunities available to today's youth, if they wish to 

grasp them. As you know from the various fund raising 

activities carried by  Village News they all had to work 

hard to earn their place in this real life adventure. Well 

done to all of you.

We have received three more letters this month on the 

subject of the Parish Council election. After careful 

consideration we have made an editorial decision not to 

publish these or others on this subject.  We regret that we 

are depriving this month’s correspondents the opportunity 

to reply to last month’s letters. However, it seems unlikely 

further letters will resolve this matter. All the facts are 

known and the official decision to take no further action 

has been made. So we feel nothing further is to be gained 

by continuing what has been an interesting and lively 

debate over the last few months. Obviously we want to 

encourage you all to participate and express your views 

but sometimes we have to exercise our editorial role in the 

interest of our readers and other contributors.

. 
The next edition will be for December 2015 

and the deadline for items is: 

Wednesday 18 November 2015.

Village News Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us 

at any of the services.

1 November

10am  St. Cross Worship for All

10am All Saints Sunday Worship

4pm All Saints Night time light time

6pm St. Cross Evening Prayer

8 November (Remembrance Sunday)

8.15am St. Mary’s Holy Communion

10am St Cross Sunday Worship

10am All Saints Holy Communion

6pm All Saints Evening Prayer

11 November

11am St. Cross Remembrance

11am All Saints Remembrance

15 November

10am St. Cross Holy Communion

10am All Saints Sunday Worship

22 November

10am St. Cross Sunday Worship

10am All Saints Holy Communion

3.30pm St. Mary’s Evensong

24 November

10am St. Cross Holy Communion

29 November

10am St. Cross Sunday Worship

10am All Saints Holy Communion

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

All Saints  Long 
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 4 November Wilstone village hall.

Wednesday 2 December  Puttenham village hall

Saturday 7th November

Long Marston Village Fireworks, Old Tom’s Field, 6.15pm

Friday 13 November

Christmas Food Fair at P.E. Mead’s Farm Shop, 6 - 9pm

Friday 20 November

Wilstone film night.

Friday 20 November

“Club Paradiso” at Long Marston Victory hall, 7.30pm.

Thursday 26 November

Long Marston Victory Hall  AGM 7.30pm

Friday 27 November

Christmas Wines at Long Marston Victory Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 5 December

Christmas Fayre at Long Marston School.

Friday 18 December

Wilstone film night.

Friday 15 January 2016

Wilstone film night.

Saturday 6 February

Maggie’s Cabaret Club, Wilstone Hall, 7.30pm.

Friday 19 February 2016

Wilstone film night.

Friday 18 March 20-16

Wilstone film night: last show of the season.

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Notice is hereby given for the Annual General 
Meeting of  The Long Marston Victory Hall

On Thursday 26th November 2015 at 7:30 pm

Agenda  Apologies for absence
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Booking Secretary’s Report
Election of Officers
Any other business

The committee are actively seeking a new treasurer. 
For details, contact     Toby Davidson 07970 636168
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Your HORTI needs you!

THIS month sees two events in Long Marston that are actively seeking new talent. Club Paradiso is designed as an 
opportunity for anybody with a talent, from singing to magic, classical ballet to novelty acts, to perform in front of an 
audience. There is little restriction on talent or ability – even I am going to appear on stage so I’ve been told! – so 
why not come down to the Victory Hall on Sunday 15th November at 5:30pm for rehearsals and have a go. 

This will then be followed by auditions for next year’s annual village pantomime, taking place on 29th December at 
6:30pm in the Victory Hall, Long Marston. Our pantomime would not be possible without the help and direction of its 
‘creator’, Neil Gurney and his belief in having a young chorus to perform a few ‘song and dance’ numbers. Over the 
time we have been running pantos, we have had a few children go on to follow their dreams on stage and we are 
looking to encourage youngsters to join in. We are also looking for fresh volunteers to join the team doing all the 
tasks Neil doesn’t, like scenery painting, creating costumes and props, serving front-of-house, etc.

One of the other events 
we put on is our annual 
carol singing round the 
tree on the village green. 
We are also looking for 
musicians who can help 
out that evening by joining 
Aiden and his ‘brass’ 
band. Anyone willing to 
play a few carols will be 
made most welcome and 
offered some of the free 
drinks and mince pies 
served that evening.

For anyone interested in 
joining us for any of the 
events, either contact the 
numbers on the adverts in 
the magazine or call Toby 
on 07970 636168 / email 
thejug@lmcc.org.uk for 
more information. 
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News in brief...

Red Cross donations

A big thank you to the generous residents of Wilstone and 

beyond.

On Wilstone film night £158.50 was donated by generous 

film goers. Peter Walker, on behalf of the village hall, very 

kindly contributed £50 from film ticket sales on the night.

In our community shop over £100 has already been raised, 

and there is more to come from the Red Cross tins at Meads 

Farm Shop.

This money will be going to the Red Cross to support Syrian 

refugees based in camps in countries surrounding Syria. The 

Red Cross work with the Red Crescent in these neighbouring 

countries such as Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey to provide 

shelter, food and essential requisites to enable families to be 

safe and supported.

Hopefully these people will eventually be able to go back to 

Syria and continue their lives there without the imminent fear 

of war.

Thank you

Gill Glasser

Cabaret Club returns 

to Wilstone in February

Wilstone Village Hall 

Committee is pleased to 

present Maggie’s Cabaret 

Club, returning for one 

night only on 6th February 

2016. 

It’s going to be a glamorous 

evening with local acts to 

entertain you, including the 

legendary Wilstone 

Showgirls.  There will be 

prizes, so come dressed in 

your best bib and tucker for 

the occasion. 

 On top of all that there will be supper served to you by the 

Showgirls, and the bar will be stocked with real ales and a 

lovely selection of wines and soft drinks.

 The bar will open at 7.15 and the cabaret begins at 8 pm.  

More details in the next edition. Tickets will be available 

from Wilstone Community Shop in December.

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION 

FOUNDATION  

Registered Charity No. 1077157

Are you hoping to go to University or College 

in 2016, but are concerned that financial 

resources might not match up to the 

requirements? 

Are you under the age of 22?  Have you lived in 

Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, 

Puttenham, Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at 

least three years? 

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply 

to Tring Charities’ Millennium Education 

Foundation for information and an application 

form.

Website: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education 

Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the 

Trustees 01442 827913. Email: 

info@tringcharities.co.uk

Please note that the closing date is 15 November 

2015 to lodge a completed application for grants 

payable from Autumn 2016.
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Friendly village pub

Open all day

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm
(except Sunday and Monday evenings)

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park ●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunny side up - solar windfall 
payments
The Tring Rural Parish Council (TRPC) met on 30th 
September to consider the requests received for the Solar 
Park funds. The good news is that all applicants have been 
allocated a sum (although not necessarily what they asked 
for) and the TRPC will be writing to them with details of 
their awards.

The request for solar panels for the village halls was not 
agreed, however the request from Wilstone for broadband 
improvements has prompted the TRPC to ask for a survey for 
the whole parish for better broadband.

Jogging along - Recreation ground fun and games
The Solar Park fund is also providing four pieces of outdoor 
gym equipment to each recreation ground, in addition to the 
new equipment for which Councillor Thirkettle has received 
costing from the S106 (Cala Homes) fund, including such 
goodies as a basketball stand and zip wire! There was much 
discussion about the siting of the zip wire, due to health and 
safety concerns about areas prone to flooding. Work is likely 
to start in the spring.

Parish comings…
Coming soon to a street near you, a mobile speed device, this 
will be moved around the parish to address the problem of 
speeding vehicles.

Dacorum Mayor, Councillor Gbola Adeleke, will be visiting 
us on Tuesday 10th November, from 9 to 11 am. The 
timetable of events was discussed and interested parties are to 
be invited to meet him. If you would like to be included, 
please contact the TRPC.

New school access? Councillor Wheeler-Cornell stated that if 
planning permission for the three new houses at Loxley Farm 
was not forthcoming, she hoped that funds could still be 
obtained from Dacorum to put in a new access road at the 
back of the school. (This access road was mentioned in the 
planning application, whilst not being part of the application 
itself. It would exit onto Astrope Lane.)

... and goings
Gone from your streets, sadly the mobile library will have 
paid its last visit to the parish at the end of October. On the 
positive side, a starter pack of 150 books for each village has 
been allocated. The location of the ‘new’ library in Long 
Marston is to be decided; current suggestions are either the 
Church or Victory Hall. 

Senior service
Councillor Wheeler-Cornell asked whether, given that so 
much was being done for the younger and fitter villagers, 
anything could be done for the older members of the 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825674

Ms Andrea Garnham 01296 660767

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190

Mr John Thirkettle 01296 661825

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman) 01296 662207

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977

The Clerk to the Council is :

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

community. A Christmas lunch was suggested. Further 
suggestions invited.

Property matters
Gate grumbles: residents, whose properties have gates which 
give them direct access to the recreation ground in Long 
Marston, received a letter from the TRPC just before the 
scarecrow competition.  It appears there is an insurance issue 
with allowing others to access their property using these 
gates, via the recreation ground. Chris and Gilly Mann of 
Central Farm hosted the competition. An extract from their 
reply to the TRPC was read out by Councillor Wheeler-
Cornell. It was agreed that clarity should be sought from 
Dacorum about the issue of rights of access via these gates. 
Wilstone Farm Shop has a planning application to restructure 
and extend the farm shop site: Simon told us about the 
proposed improvements to the tea room, more parking and 
extra unit space for artisan producers. The reference is 
4/03073/15/FUL for those who want to look it up and whet 
their appetite.

It appears that Dacorum may be trying to sell the land behind 
36-40 Tring Road Wilstone.

Riparian responsibility for ditch maintenance, the diseased 
trees in Astrope Lane, missing road signs and the tarmacing 
over  a collapsed drain in Gubblecote were also discussed by 
the TRPC.
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Solar Park Community Fund – Council announce allocations
AS a consequence of the Solar Park development at Folly Farm, Long Marston, the Parish Council were given £60,000 as a 

Community Fund by the developers. Hive Energy, the developers, said that this money was to be spent by the Parish Council 

within the community. Over the last few months, the Council have received requests from many groups and individuals within 

the parish for a portion of the money to support community projects. The Council have also been working on a list of projects 

they would like to implement within the Parish. The Council have now decided how the money will be allocated and the clerk is 

in the process of contacting all those who requested some money from the fund. The Council have given a grant to everyone who 

contacted them. In deciding how much to give to each project, they have looked at how many people would benefit from the 

project proposed. Below is a summary of the amount given to each group:

Group Project Amount

Long Marston Tennis Club Rewiring the netting, moving the gate to the court and re-surfacing the court £3,000

Long Marston Cricket Club Replacing the astro-turf £3,000

Long Marston Football Club Furbishing the new meeting room of the community asset building £500

Long Marston School Wetpour surface for bikes and trikes, to complete the new outdoor EYFS area £5,700

First Steps Pre-School Sustainability grant and purchase of new tablet and printer for electronic 

Learning Journals

£4,500

All Saints’ Church New noticeboard £1,000

Chapel of Ease, Long Marston Works to Yew trees £100

Church of St Cross, Wilstone Replacing wooden decking accessing church £1,000

Victory Hall Refurbishment of kitchen £2,000

Wilstone Village Hall Refurbishment of Ladies toilets £6,000

Long Marston & Puttenham WI Microphone and equipment for craft club £500

Sing Wilstone Material to make ties and scarves for members £100

Wilstone & Long Marston 

Scouts

Equipment and skills for camps and hillwalking £1,500

Long Marston & Puttenham 

Horticultural Society

New gazebos or BBQs and lighting £2,000

Herts & Middlesex Wildlife 

Trust

Hide repair works at Wilstone Reservoir £1,000

Total £31,900

Parish Council Project Amount

Survey to see viability of  superfast broadband within Parish using Village Networks (suggested by residents in 

Wilstone)

£1,500

Installing low level steel fencing around War Memorial at Wilstone £3,500

Outdoor fitness equipment & Table Tennis Table in recreation grounds £10,500

Installing defibrillators in Wilstone & Long Marston £2,000

Providing Holiday Camps in Wilstone & Long Marston over the next 3 years £6,600

Total £24,100

Of the remainder of the money, £4,000 will be kept in reserve for future community projects. The other £24,100 will be spent on 

the following Parish Council projects over the next 12 months

The Parish Council also received a suggestion from a resident to use part of the money to install solar panels on the village halls 

within the Parish. A survey was undertaken for Wilstone and Long Marston, but the Council felt that a large part of the money 

would be needed initially and due to the halls not all being owned by the Council, the payback process would be very 

complicated. The Council would like to thank everyone who contacted them for a grant, and are looking forward to seeing all the 

projects up and running within the parish. 
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Long Marston Annual Fireworks Display – Appeal 
for Firewood

The Long Marston Victory Hall Committee are looking 
for donations of firewood for the bonfire. If you have any 

spare pallets, we can arrange for them to be stored 
temporarily, or we are looking for people who are 

planning to or have recently cut down trees/branches 
that we could collect on a trailer on the morning of 

Sunday 1st November. We must have access to the 
wood and it must be ready for collection in manageable 
sizes so as to make our lives a little easier! We are also 

looking for volunteers on the day to help build the 
bonfire.

For any offers/enquiries, please call
Toby (07970 636168) or David (01296 661021)

We need a new Advertising Manager

OUR Village News Advertising Manager has moved out of the area and the village magazine urgently needs a volunteer to take 

over the role …please!  As 80% of the costs are met from advertising revenue this is an important administrative job, but it is not 

onerous or particularly time consuming, and no selling is necessary (as the magazine sells itself).

So... what is involved? The Advertising Manager is the link between advertisers and the editorial team, dealing with enquiries 

from new advertisers and from existing customers. (Most of our advertisers have been with us for many years.) There is a well-

established process for providing the editor with a monthly schedule of all the ads to be run in that edition, highlighting any 

changes. So really, it is an admin job, based on a list that includes such things as advertiser name, size of ad, and period of adver-

tising. This is in a simple Excel spreadsheet. Once a month there are three main things to do.

1. Check the list to identify adverts that are reaching the end of the advertising period booked.  Contact the advertiser by email, 

letter or phone (whichever you prefer) to find out if they would like to renew. We have many valued loyal advertisers who renew 

each year. By the way, all new advertisers contact us by phone or email for information about advertising in VN. There is never 

any need for you to seek out new advertisers, so there is no selling involved in this role.

2. Send out invoices to new and renewing advertisers.  The invoice is a template in Word and is sent either by email or post.

3. Update the Excel spreadsheet and send it to Editor and the Treasurer by email. The Treasurer is responsible for collecting the 

money!

In total, all of this takes as little as one hour a month which doesn’t need to be done all in one sitting.

You would be part of the team of volunteers that put together the Village News and would have the satisfaction of being in-

volved in this long established community publication. Training and handover provided to suit you. We really do need somebody 

to take this on and would be very pleased to hear from you. Please contact Phil Buchi on 01296 661339, or email 

phil.buchi@btinternet.com. Thanks!

Tring Rural Parish Council: official notice

Vandalism is a criminal offence

Members of the Parish Council are very disappointed 
that the new door to the meeting room at the Long 
Marston recreation ground has been damaged by van-
dals. The graffiti scratched into the metal door cannot 
easily be erased. Members of the public are asked to 
be vigilant and report suspicious activity to the police. 
Vandalism is a criminal offence, and we should not 
have to tolerate it in our community.

Published on behalf of Tring Rural Parish Council, November 2015.
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THE 14 November will see the last of the large public 

dancing out occasions of the year, The 2015 Vale Tour for 

the Whitchurch Men.  We have sides coming from Leicester, 

Sarratt and Enfield as well as representatives from Durham 

and Leeds and elsewhere.  The itinerary is:-

14 November 2015

11:00 Manor Waste, High Street, Wendover

12:00 The Bell, Hardwick

12:50 The White Swan, Whitchurch (includes the 

lunch break)

14:30 Friar’s Square Shopping Centre, Aylesbury 

16:05 Upper High Street, Aylesbury

17:00 The Rose and Crown, Wingrave

18:00 The Half Moon, Wilstone

If you want to know more about what it’s all about, all you 

have to do is come and meet us and we’ll explain as much as 

we can.  We’re hoping for some nice weather but this year 

we’ve arranged a first by having an opportunity to dance in 

Friar’s Square so at least one venue will be warm and dry.  Of 

course, having danced all day, the evening lends itself to the 

usual feast with a chance to rest the weary joints and the 

replenishment of vital fluids in the traditional manner.

Our practice nights are on Tuesdays at 8:15pm in Wilstone 

village hall,   so all you men and boys have to do is come 

along and join us.  You can contact us through our web 

address: - www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk , just turn up and 

now you can come and meet us.   

Wassail

The Whitchurch Morris Men – The Vale Tour         by John King

TheWhitchchurch men in Wedover
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hob and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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Letters... 

Dear Editor,

I am referring to Jeremy Johnson’s letter of October.

There is understandable impatience to the late introduction of 
broadband to the rural parts of the UK. Two months ago I was 
at a meeting when Microsoft’s UK Director of Media & Com-
munication referred to the “Great British Broadband Prob-
lem”. However a massive extension programme costing nearly 
£2 billion and with funding shared between the government, 
the EU, industry and local authorities continues to make pro-
gress in providing connections free of charge to the house-
holder.

Locally, Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire County Councils 
are managing this process via a consortium called “Connected 
Councils”. A Second Rural Rollout Contract was signed in 
June and is being implemented. Because the first contract pro-
ceeded faster and at lower cost than expected it was possible 
to persuade the Treasury to agree to the unspent funds from 
Contract 1 being rolled over and added to Contract 2. In the 
eighteenth century world of Treasury accounting this was a 
first!

So this has resulted in the “acceleration” of the Contract 2. 
Each of the four phases of the contract have been brought for-
ward by 6 months.

Phase 1 runs from now to March 2017,
Phase 2 from June 2016 to September 2017,
Phase 3 from January 2017 to March 2018 and
Phase 4 from June 2017 to June 2018.

Wilstone
Most of the village will be connected in Phase 3, apart from a 
very few in Phase 2. A handful of isolated properties however 
may not receive a physical broadband connection but will be 
offered basic broadband via a satellite dish.

Long Marston
Nearly all of Long Marston will be connected in Phase 1, apart 
from a very few in Phase 3. However, not every property in 
Puttenham and Astrope, nor 3 properties in Gubblecote can be 
physically connected and will be offered basic broadband as 
above.

You can check your postcode by searching on the Connected 
Counties website or by inspecting the list on http://
www.connectedcounties.org/media/1190416/List-of-
Hertfordshire-Postcodes-v2.pdf 

Solar Windfall
I think Jeremy’s suggestion of using some of the windfall 
money to improve the footpaths and pavements between Long 
Marston and Wilstone is an excellent idea. Mind you that 
might soak up the whole £60,000 and more besides!

And secondly referring to Dave Jenkinson’s interesting letter 
of October which I feel deserves some comment.

The cost of £55,000 he mentions does indeed refer to putting 
signals on a bridge, but two bridges were surveyed and the 
recommendation for the Dixon Gap Bridge was simply to im-
prove the existing signs and road markings.

I have asked for further study of the bridge in Tringford Road, 
Tring and I am awaiting the results. No decision has yet been 
taken regarding the Dixons Gap Bridge but I am likely to 

agree the officer’s recommendation.

Regarding Dave’s final point, many of the roadside ditches 
have been cleared out by the county between Gubblecote, 
Wilstone and Long Marston over the past 18 months. How-
ever the main objectives must be to get the water away from 
Astrope, from the end of Chapel Lane in Long Marston and 
from the end of Sandbrook Lane in Wilstone.

If you have a ditch, drain, stream or river running through or 
bordering onto your property you may well have a common 
law obligation to maintain the bed and the banks of a water-
course and to ensure it flows satisfactorily.

At the end of Sandbrook Lane the watercourse there was very 
effectively cleared last year. The other land owners need to 
follow this example and clear ditches and rivers so that the 
water passes on down to the Thame. That would make a real 
difference.

This is explained in a government publication available at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/riverside-
ownership-rights-and-responsibilities

Herts County Councillor Nick Hollinghurst.

 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore

No 98 Moderate                                         Solution on page  19

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and 
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.

For more details and to book, ring Liz Ayling on 
07973 786389.
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, 
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.  

Weekend appointments available. 
Easy walk in, non-slip shower 

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856.

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring.

An independent quality wine merchant

Quality wines and spirits at unbeatable prices.
We specialise in champagne, fine wines, malt whisky, vodka from 

around the world, exotic cocktails and world beers.  

Special offers for Village News readers
Lindeman's Shiraz, Merlot & Cabernet Sauvignon: 2 for £11

Yellow Tail Merlot £6 • Isla Negra Merlot £6.99 
ChateauTimbau 2008 Bordeaux £8.99

Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc £8.99 • Fleurie £10.99 • Sancerre £13.99 
Bollinger Special Cuvée Champagne £33.99

Glenfiddich 12 year old single malt  £31 • Carlsberg 500ml 4 for £4

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 -
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117. 

Bring this ad to get these prices. Offers end 30 November 2015.
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Wilstone allotment association                by John & Anna Evans – Plot 13

CHRISTMAS is rapidly approaching and the end of our fourth year on the allotments. Where does the 

time go?  Inspired by the seed catalogues, packed with wonderful pictures, and not a caterpillar or 

aphid in site, our seed orders are in and planting plans for next year well advanced.  My trusty book, 

which rarely leaves the sofa is falling apart now and has gained numerous ‘extra pals’. 

With each season we gain experience, learning to live with our slimy friends who suddenly appear 

from a damp place and make us jump (then they do).  We learn to deal with our slimy enemies whose 

main aim in life is to share the results of our hard work.  We find ingenious ways of protecting our 

crops from aerial attack and the ravages of the weather, too hot, too cold, too wet, or too windy. On the 

other hand we have the enviable task of dealing with any glut of produce.  Anybody for Tomato Soup?

We are very lucky our allotments are in such an idyllic spot. Sometimes it might need an extra bit of 

motivation to make the effort to visit the plot, but once there you are in a different world. The time 

passes quickly and it’s very easy to get absorbed and lose track.  Often ‘back in time for coffee’ turns into ‘back in time for 

lunch’.  You are cocooned from the outside world, the awful national and international news; the constant traffic and noise seem

a world away.

At this point in time all the plots are taken and we welcome all our new members, Steve Backler and Ursula Collyer, Michael 

and Debbie Mcmanus and Anna Wiltshear. We wish them every success and freezers full to bursting.

This 1904 Burrell showman's locomotive 'Britannia' was spotted at the Marsworth Steam Rally in June this year. 

Currently owned by Mr Davis of Great Missenden. (Picture: Phil Buchi.)

Spotters’ Corner No. 305

Showmans’s locomotive
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Seaton’s Catering
Established 1990

We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings 

and other family events. 

Please call to order or discuss your menu.

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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OLD Siegfried pushed through the front door of the Half 

Head public house, and leant his second-best allotment fork 

against the wall. He stood up wearily, straightening his old 

back and rubbing it with his fist. Jake Sparhawk, who was in 

his usual seat, nursing his usual pint, noticed that one of the 

tines on Siegfried’s fork was bent, a most unusual and 

remarkable occurrence.” It’s not like you to be using 

damaged tools,” Jake observed. “By the way, there’s a pint in 

for you behind the bar.” Siegfried grunted, and having 

fetched his beer, sat down next to Jake and took an 

appreciative pull. He wiped the foam from his top lip. “Well, 

it’s that blooming patch of mine. It’s that hard and full of 

stones. It never used to be, I swear. I reckon someone’s 

chucking their rocks off theirs and onto my bit.” He drank 

more beer. Jake humphed. “Maybe you’re just feeling your 

age, Siggy.” He caught the frosty glint in Siegfried’s eye, and 

hastily changed the subject. “Never mind. Anyway, not long 

‘til Guy Fawkes’s night. You always enjoy the rockets and 

Catherine wheels and such. And the mulled wine of course.” 

Siegfried nodded. “They do always put on a good show, I’ll 

give them that.”

“They ought to; the money they spend. Do you know,” Jake 

continued, warming to his subject, “Do you know, last year 

they forked out over a grand on the fireworks.” Siegfried, in 

mid gulp of beer, spluttered, and nearly choked. “How

much?” he managed at last, in an incredulous voice. “How 

much did you say?”  “A thousand pounds,” Jake confirmed.

They sat in silence for a few moments, Siegfried too shocked 

to speak, and Jake relishing the effect his revelation had had 

on his friend. After a while, Siegfried looked up at Jake. 

“You know, when I was a lad, me and my mates used to 

make our own fireworks. It was quite simple really – if you 

know the right stuff to use, and how to mix it up.” He rubbed 

his chin. “I’ve no end of tins and packets of stuff in my shed. 

Stuff I’ve had for donkey’s years. You can’t get most of it 

anymore.” Jake moved uncomfortably. “It sounds a bit 

dangerous to me.”  Siegfried muttered  “rubbish, as long as 

you know what you’re doing – which I do – it’s as safe as 

houses. We could save them a fortune this year and make a 

few bob for ourselves too.” Siegfried picked up the glasses. 

“Fancy another pint?”

For the next few evenings, Siegfried and Jake were noticeable 

by their absence from the bar of the Half Head. There was 

talk of strange goings on down on the allotments, with 

mysterious sparks and flashes, curious pops and crackles, and 

malodorous clouds of oddly coloured patchy fog drifting 

about. But the concerns of Siegfried and Jake were no 

concern of anyone else, so they were left alone.

And then, a week or so before November the 5th, an explosion 

occurred which was heard from one end of Longub 

Puttastone to the other, and rattled the windows of several 

out-lying farms. A crowd quickly gathered, nervously 

keeping their distance as a great cloud of greenish-purplish 

smoke slowly dissipated. Then, out of the roiling smoke, two 

figures emerged, staggering and coughing, their faces 

blackened, their clothes scorched, and tendrils of smoke still 

curling from their dishevelled hair. They came closer, and 

stopped, and turned, and gazed at the shallow crater where 

Old Siegfried’s allotment and shed had been.

“Well,” said one, in a voice not unlike Jake Sparhawk’s, “you 

won’t need to worry about digging over your patch now, will 

you?”

Bright Sparks  A Story of Longub Puttastone        by Martin Winship

No 98 solution 

Sudoku
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Would you be interested in getting better broadband?

Village Networks Ltd., a Bicester based company which 

already provides broadband to other local communities in 

Bucks, has been commissioned by Tring Rural Parish 

Council to carry out a feasibility study to assess the provision 

of high quality, high speed broadband service to the whole of 

the parish. The council agreed to this initiative following a 

proposal by Peter Walker of Wilstone, in response to their 

requests for ideas as to how to best use the windfall funds 

from the solar farm project. 

Why do we need better broadband?

As the Internet becomes ever more present in our lives, the 

demand for faster connections continues at an exponential 

rate. Significant recent changes are the number of people 

working from home, and the move to watching catch-up TV 

and streaming films and music over the Internet. Only a 

couple of years ago people were satisfied with 3 to 5 Mbps 

broadband – now that’s not enough to meet the needs of 

houses and small businesses which have a variety of Internet 

hungry devices connected at the same time. 

Earlier this year, a 30 strong action group for better 

broadband carried out a survey across 610 households in the 

parish, to which over 50% (310) responded, an unusually 

high response rate. In summary the responses were:

•99.7% (that’s all but one response!) want a faster 

internet connection

•25% run a business from home

•68% work from home

•49% are prepared to pay any reasonable cost

Peter Walker is championing this stage of the feasibility 

study, and aims to deliver the results by the time of the next 

council meeting. He says “I run a business from home, and 

whereas my broadband speed of 2mbps has been adequate for 

basic emailing, business applications have changed in recent 

months. Now my financial accounts, Microsoft office 

applications, customer records, conference calls, on-line 

presentations and file storage are all on-line and they demand 

significantly improved broadband capacity, essential for 

efficient businesses today.”

Why don’t BT provide the infrastructure?

There has been much talk about providing superfast 

broadband throughout the country, but not surprisingly, the 

infrastructure providers, who have to dig trenches to lay 

cables, focus on areas with greatest potential subscribers. At 

the moment there is little prospect of any improvements to the 

broadband speeds available to residents of Tring Rural until 

2017 at the earliest, and there is no guarantee that will happen 

then. 

Wireless broadband can fill this gap without digging up 

roads, delivering high speeds from ‘nodes’ at key positions 

around the area. Each property would need a receiver which 

is connected to a subscriber’s internal network. Nobody is 

pretending that wireless networks can deliver the speeds of 

fibre optic infrastructure, but it can provide huge 

improvements in the more immediate term. 

Why is the Parish Council involved? 

Wireless broadband requires a lot of planning and equipment 

and these costs aren’t covered by the ongoing monthly 

charges for the service. To make this model work the initial 

costs (‘capital’ costs) need to covered. This can be through 

public contributions from resident groups, or local authority 

funding. 

The Parish Council has confirmed that it is keen to support 

the development of improved infrastructure for the 

communities. On receipt of the survey results from Village 

Networks it will decide whether this is how they want to use 

the funds at their disposal, although no funds have 

specifically been allocated for this project. But it must be fair 

to say that the greater the level of interest from residents, the 

more likely they are to look positively on the project.

About Village Networks

Village Networks Ltd is local company delivering broadband 

connections using wireless technology to properties unable to 

receive decent speeds over their phone lines. They have been 

in business since 2003 and continue to provide essential 

internet connections to hundreds of customers throughout 

Buckinghamshire. 

Their initial review of the prospects of delivering wireless 

broadband to anyone in the parish wanting better broadband 

is promising. They already have customers in Gubblecote 

served from their main supply which is based at Wingbury 

Business Park and they have plenty of spare capacity on this 

network.  With the installation of equipment at key locations, 

and with council’s approval, we could be enjoying high 

quality broadband by Christmas.  Modern equipment enables 

‘superfast’ broadband speeds (30Mbps) on new networks 

Broadband for Tring Rural Parish –

Council instigates feasibility study for villages. 

….. continued on page 22

Map showing responses to survey (pins –11 to 25 

dots 1 to 10 responses).



Village News

Page 21 November 2015

Supported by Wilstone Community Shop

Over 25 years of joinery 
and carpentry experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING
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REMEMBER, remember Thursday 5th of November… is our 

bonfire-themed open morning 9:30am-11:30am.  If you are 

considering a preschool for your little one (starting from 2yrs) 

then pop in and join in with the activities, have a nose around 

and ask our staff all about preschool over a cup of tea.  If you 

can’t make the date just give us a call to arrange to call in 

another time.  

This half of term has been busy!  We picked a beautiful dry 

sunny day for our outing to College Lake where the children 

really got stuck in to all activities, kicking through leaves, 

bug hunting, outdoor painting and making hedgehog models 

with lunch in the bat roost to name a few.  We have been 

keeping active with a visit from Sports Fever for a football 

session and lots of trips to the primary school playground.  

This term we have been focusing on the changes over time, 

talking about examples from the changes we see in autumn 

and expanding this to colour mixing paints by driving toy 

cars through paint puddles, blotting with coloured water with 

pipettes and mixing food colours with cooked spaghetti.  The 

children have been out and about collecting autumn treasures 

and using them to make pictures and models.  On wetter days 

we have had torch-lit den building and role play with teddy 

bears picnics and making tickets and passports to use at our 

travel agency before jetting off on a plane together all around 

the globe. You can see pictures of the childrens’ creations on 

our new Facebook page please like and 

share.

Half Term starts on October 26th with an 

INSET day on 2nd November.  Next term 

we are looking forwards to all our Bonfire and Christmas 

activities.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston 

every Monday (9-12), Tuesday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30 

and afternoon session 1:30-3), Thursday (9-12, Lunch Club 

12-1:30) and Friday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30) during term 

time.  We welcome all children aged between 2 and 5 years.

There are no Pre-School sessions on a Wednesday, the Baby 

and Toddler group runs from 10am-11:30am for children 

from birth to 5 years (great fun and a good introduction to the 

setting and peers for those planning to join preschool to help 

settling in), for more details please contact Tara Thirkettle on 

07796 965 171.

If you would like to know more about Pre-School or add your 

child to the admissions list then please get in touch with 

either Teresa Giddings our Pre-School Leader on 07925 185 

311 (during Pre-School hours) or our Chairperson Emma 

Lynch on 01442 823 013 or email 

firststepslongmarston@gmail.com, see also 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk.

First Steps Pre-School News

which use the latest radio standards. 

What happens next?
Village Networks Ltd has already started to undertake a 

technical survey across all the communities in Tring Rural 

Council parish. This will establish the level of coverage that 

is achievable, the speeds that we can expect, and therefore the 

costs of the infrastructure and for end users. 

A raft of questions has been collated through the action group 

and other interested parties, and have been put to Village 

Networks by Peter Walker. These questions seek to ensure 

we fully understand the scope of the project, its risks, to set 

the expectations and ensure that it can be efficiently 

delivered. This will form part of the response to the survey, 

with the aim of making sure that we have no unpleasant 

surprises and so that would-be subscribers have the facts, 

particularly around costs and reliability, with which to make 

an informed decision as to whether to switch providers. 

What can you do? Register your interest now.
We already know that over half of parish’s households would 

be interested in taking an improved broadband service. To 

help with the business case, assessing costs and planning, you 

are invited to register your interest by sending an email to 

tringrural@villagenetworks.co.uk, simply providing the 

address of the property you’d like to receive fast broadband 

and we’ll make sure you’re included in the plans. There’s no 

commitment and no obligation to take such a service. This 

information will be kept confidential and not used for any 

other purpose.

We will present a proposal to the Parish Council outlining the 

funding required to make this project happen. If the project is 

feasible, affordable, and attractive for end users, and if we get 

the go-ahead from the council, then those that have registered 

will be first on the list to benefit from the roll-out. That would 

be a great Christmas present. 

If you give it a few weeks and go to

https://tringrural.wordpress.com
you will be able to learn of the latest news 

If there is anything that you would like to add ahead of the 

submission to the council, please email Peter Walker at 

walkersandbrook@gmail.com

Broadband feasibility study                         ... continued from page 20.

The Village News team would like to recruit

to report on Parish Council meetings for our readers.

We would like to form a panel of people who can take 
it in turns to write this column - a useful service to our 
readers. Council meetings are held at 8pm on the first 
Wednesday of the month, usually lasting about two 
hours. Official reporter's notebook and training are 
provided! No previous experience needed. If you can 
help, please call Phil Buchi on 01296 661339.
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Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

D

t

The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 
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todo - Shortcut.lnk

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

T&S TREECARE
TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.

HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,

TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.

MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

We also have LOGS FOR SALE
01296 662167
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ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717

martinjkeable@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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The agricultural story line…   by David Mead

I HAVE mentioned the Tring and District Sparrow Club 
in a previous month. Now I have been offered the 
following article based on the archive of the Bucks 
Herald. I am sorry that I don't know the original author, 
but if any reader does know who wrote it I will be 
pleased to give the appropriate credit next month. With 
acknowledgement also to the Bucks Herald. DM.

"Tring and District Sparrow Club made a record of 
destroying 5,345 sparrows in the last five months. 
20,000 were destroyed over the whole area and prizes 
were given", reported the Bucks Herald (date not 
given). Just over a year later the paper went into more 
detail. "Tring and District Sparrow Club have killed 
8,000 since last October. The efforts of members are 
now being directed to their nestlings with a view to 
extermination. Should the efforts of club members be as 
successful this year the farmers in the locality be freed 
from 11,000 of these impudent destructive little pests. 
Since the club's formation in October 1891, 16,000 
sparrows have been destroyed by members or their 
employees. Prizes have been awarded to Messers J. 
Fulks of Hastoe, J. Pratt of Marsworth, T. Mead of 
Aldbury and W. Mead of Gamnel.

It would seem that the farmers were satisfied with the 
slaughter of the birds as the club appears to have been 
discontinued until the start of 1914. On January 31st 

under the heading "Formation of a Sparrow Club", the 
Bucks Herald reported: "A good number of farmers met 
at the Rose and Crown Hotel to consider forming a 
Sparrow Club in the district. The society will pay 3d 
(pence) a dozen for all heads sent in by members. The 
subscription fixed at 5/- (shillings) for honorary 
members and 2/6d for farmers."

The war started later that year and the club continued, 
no doubt feeling that the killing of the farmers' "pest" 

was essential to the war effort.  In 
the paper of February 9th 1918 it 
was reported in the Tring column: 
"The AGM of the Sparrow Club 
was held at the Rose and Crown 
on Friday evening. The accounts 
showed that 4,276 sparrows have been killed in the 
past year for which the sum of £4-9s-0d had been paid. 
Eight new members had joined the club in the past 
year. A vote of thanks was given to Mr W. N. Mead for 
so ably presiding."

In March 1921 the paper said:

"Sparrow Club Dinner. At the Rose and Crown on 
Monday, Mr T. W. Fountaine, the Hon-Secretary, 
announced that £1-6s-10d had been paid for 966 
sparrow heads. When the club commenced the usual 
number of sparrows killed was 2,000 or 3,000. From this 
year's figures it would appear that practically all the 
birds had been eliminated (laughter). The sparrow not 
only did an enormous amount of damage but prevented 
those birds which did good from living in the 
neighbourhood. Mr Clark submitted the toast: 'Sport'."

The sparrow club does not seem to have continued 
much further than the early 1920s. In February 1922 it 
was recorded that at a recent meeting the Secretary, Mr 
Fountaine, had decided to pay 6d a dozen for sparrow 
heads for the coming year.

Nowadays, no-one in Tring seems to have any 
recollection of a Tring and District Sparrow Club. They 
seem to have had rather a harsh opinion of the innocent 
little birds and the "complete annihilation" planned in 
1891 was, fortunately, not achieved. For those of us 
who like to see these "impudent little pests" in our 
gardens, it was just as well.

The Tring and District Sparrow Club, 1891

Village News needs a volunteer to be our

The Advertising Manager handles enquiries from new ad-
vertisers, deals with renewals from our regular advertisers, 
and passes instructions to editors in a monthly report. No 
selling is involved - the magazine sells itself. The work is 
done by email and an occasional phone call. 

Though not onerous, this is an essential role without which 
Village News could not function. If you would like to join 
our team of volunteers you can find out more by contacting 
Phil Buchi on 01296 661339.
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BLACK Poplar trees come in a variety of shapes: both pollards and maidens. 

Some are magnificently upright, some lean precariously and unfortunately a 

few fall over or split every year. Their gnarly trunks punctuate the lines of 

hedges and ditches. On sunny April days the accumulated effect of their red 

catkins creates an orange mist on the edge of the fields. They are distinctive 

landscape features in the villages and the surrounding countryside, though in 

national terms they are thought to be one of Britain’s rarest native trees.

In 1998, the Long Marston and Puttenham Women’s Institute launched a 

project to survey and conserve the trees. They found 1317 trees: all of them 

males. Landowners were approached, volunteers took cuttings and a new 

generation of trees were planted. 

In the intervening years technology has progressed. The trees’ location can now 

be accurately mapped using a GPS device, and the trees’ genetic profile can be 

identified. We have discovered that all the local trees are identical clones, 

which means the population may be susceptible to disease. Fortunately, the 

Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) has gathered a collection of male and 

female rooted cuttings with different genetic profiles from around the country.

This summer, seventeen years on, a few of those volunteers started to re-survey 

the local Black Poplar population. While some of the older trees have 

succumbed, at least four along Astrope Lane for example.  We have found an 

encouraging number of the new plantings are thriving. 

This winter we would like to plant out some of AVDC’s rooted cuttings, 

especially the females, in suitable locations. Next summer we want to complete the survey. If you have a suitable space for a tree 

or two (or more), or if you would like to help with surveying, please contact Mark Carter on 07760 677838 or by email at 

getcarter55@virginmedia.com.

Conserving Black Poplar trees: can you help?
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 

PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787

Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961

Churchwarden

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894

St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207

Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Emma Lynch 07870 729950

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Tara Thirkettle                         07796 965 171

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444

Village News

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush                                     01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 

WI

Sue Barraclough 01296 668272

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

07743 896800

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next edition is: 

Wednesday 18 November 2015. This will be 

last edition until the February 2016 edition. 

Your editor will be John McCall

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)



Village News

Page 30 November 2015

Remembering
I had a friend who I would see infrequently but every now 

and again he would call me up and say “shall we meet up for 

a beer and exchange lies about what we have been up to?”  It 

was an odd greeting but hidden away is the acknowledgement 

that all too often we embellish our memories to make them 

seem a little more interesting.  Sometimes we tell a story so 

often (with a few little tweaks) that we come to believe the 

story we tell rather than the events that actually happened.  

There is nothing wrong with this if it is to make a more 

interesting chat in the pub, but remembering plays an 

important part in our lives.  November sees a whole season 

when the church remembers.

It starts with All Saints on 1st November; here we remember 

all of the wonderful people who have set an example of how 

to live who have gone before us.  Of course their 

hagiographies can be deeply odd and some of the tales which 

go with them show us clearly that they have not been 

remembered correctly, which is maybe why we are better 

using the day to think of current everyday ‘saints’ – people 

who can inspire us now by the way they live their lives.

The following day is All Souls’ Day.  This is the day when 

we remember our loved ones who have died.  Again it is 

important that we remember them properly.  The temptation 

can be to sanctify them in death and to think of them as more 

perfect than they were.  In fact it is important to remember 

them as they were, warts and all.  It is this real person who 

was known and loved, not some false memory.  It is why I 

have a strange question I often use at a funeral visit.  It is 

“what was their most annoying habit?”  We love people 

despite their annoying habits so we should remember them as 

they were.

However remembrance is about more than just calling to 

mind a memory.  At the heart of Christian worship is the 

command from Jesus to “do this in remembrance of me”.  

Here amanesis or remembrance has a purpose.  We remember 

to be changed.  As we examine the example of Christ (or the 

saints who inspire) and as we remember honestly all that has 

gone before we are called to change.

For me this is why remembrance Sunday is so important.  

This is another kind of amanesis, remembrance to be 

changed.  We cannot gloss over the fact that humanity has an 

incredible ability to do the most terrible things.  We need to 

remember this.  We can acknowledge huge courage and 

bravery but equally as we remember we will see that in fact 

war is always ugly messy hateful and is never glorious.  We 

remember to make sure we commit ourselves to a different 

future.

Church notices

Tuesday 3 November 10am Rosemary for Remembrance 

at St Cross
There is a special service on Tuesday morning at which we 

remember all those we have loved who have died.  You are 

invited to bring along a sprig of rosemary or a flower to lay 

on the altar during this service.  There will be a list in St 

Mary’s Puttenham, and All Saints Long Marston to add 

names to and names on these lists will be read out at the 

service in Wilstone.

Sunday 8 November 10am Remembrance Sunday and 

Armistice Day

This year the uniformed organisations will be at All Saints, 

Long Marston for the 10 am service finishing with a 2 minute 

silence at the war memorial.  There will also be a service at St 

Cross, Wilstone also finishing at the war memorial.  St 

Mary’s church reflects that Puttenham is a thankful village.  

There is a special service of Compline (night prayer) at 8 pm 

on 11th November.

Sunday 15 November 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm Stick Sunday

On the third Sunday of each month we meet at a different 

church in the Tring Team parish and go for an hour’s walk 

followed by a short Worship for All Service and a simple 

shared tea.  This month we will be walking from St John the 

Baptist, Aldbury.  Dogs are most welcome to join us for both 

the walk and service.  The name “stick” Sunday comes from 

the propensity of our younger members to pick up big sticks.

From the Rectory by Rev’d Huw Bellis   

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit, contact our 

playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  
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Obituary: 

Mary Evelyn Minter (1928 - 2015)

MARY MINTER, who died on 21st September, had 

lived in Wilstone for more than forty years and was 

a well-known figure in the community. She featured 

prominently in the congregation at St. Cross and, 

even in recent years when her health deteriorated, 

maintained a regular presence there.

Mary was born in Stourbridge, Worcestershire, 

where her father, Frantček Hejl, had a tailoring 

business. Her grandfather came to England in the 

1890s from Bohemia, then part of the Austro-

Hungarian Empire and now in the Czech Republic. 

Growing up during the war when her father was a 

Home Guard commander, she recalled having 

assorted military equipment at home, including 

boxes of live hand grenades which were kept under 

her bed. In her view, episodes of 'Dad's Army' were 

not so far from the truth. In 1955 she met a young 

man at the local Young Conservatives, and in 1958 

she and Andrew were married - a union which was 

to last 60 years. Living initially in Coventry where 

sons David and Christopher were born, the family 

moved to New Road Wilstone in 1974 when 

Andrew got a job in Northwood with Wang 

Computers.

A keen participant in family and village life, Mary 

was active in the church community of St.Cross, the 

play group, yoga classes and the bible society. She 

enjoyed the garden, which produced a profusion of 

fruit and vegetables under her stewardship. The 

family holidays were adventurous too: sailing on the 

Norfolk Broads and camping in Europe. From 1990 

she spent five years studying for an Open University 

degree in the humanities, specialising in the 

Enlightenment, graduating in 1995.

The funeral was held at St. Cross on 2nd October 

when the Rev'd Didier Jaquet and the Rector, Rev'd Huw Bellis, conducted the service. The eulogy was delivered by her son 

Christopher. She is buried in the ancient and beautiful churchyard of St.Mary's, Puttenham.

Mary Evelyn Minter; born 7th November 1927, died 21st September 2015. 

Mary Minter, 1950s 

The Chilterns snow topped in November 
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THE annual Pet Blessing 

Service took place at St Cross 

pn Sunday 11 October presided 

over by the  Reverend Didier 

Jacquet.  Twelve dogs and one 

rabbit accompanied by their 

owners or carers took part in the 

service The sermon and hymns 

were particularly suitable for the 

occasion.

This was followed by 

refreshments for both people 

and dogs (not too sure about the 

rabbit). It was noted that 

throughout the proceedings there 

was no fighting, arguing or 

posturing among the 

parishioners. Similarly all the 

animals were very well 

behaved.

Pets service at St Cross 

College Lake Needs You

COLLEGE LAKE is a great place to visit to watch wildlife, 

attend one of our many events or enjoy a quiet walk in peaceful 

surroundings. Due to the mosaic of different habitats there are 

interesting things to see all year round. The wintering wildfowl 

are beginning to arrive on the marsh and it will not be long 

before the redwing and fieldfare are feeding on the berries in the 

hedgerows. 

Our three islands provide a breeding site for up to 30% of 

Buckinghamshire’s breeding lapwing as well as redshank, 

oystercatcher and little ringed plover. There are numerous walks 

and hides around the site to enjoy the sights and sounds of 

nature. The wild flowers through the year are stunning on our 

chalk grassland with many orchid varieties, including the 

spectacular bee orchid and in our cornfield flower plots. Come 

along to one of our monthly guided walks, one of our family 

events or during Wild About Garden week – see www.bbowt.or

g.uk/reserves/college-lake for details.

College Lake is also a wonderful place to volunteer. We have 

vacancies in our café, on our Welcome Desk as well as various 

roles on the nature reserve. If you would like to join our friendly 

team, drop in and see us at the Visitor Centre (you will find us on 

Icknield Way, Bulborne, Nr Tring), contact Paul Simmons on 

01442 826774 or email paulsimmons@bbowt.org.uk. 

Wild flowers abound

Bee Orchid Lapwing or Peewit

Well behaved dogs please don’t let the rabbit out.
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and how small it makes you feel.  It was stunning to see a 

rainbow as you looked through the falls down the gorge. We 

stayed there for 3 hours until we were hungry so we left to go 

and get something to eat. There was also a big market outside 

the Falls, so we spent a good hour shopping for more 

presents! We then went back to a camp where we would be 

sleeping for one night in our tents. We all went to bed early as 

we had to get up early the next morning to go to the safari. 

At 5:30 the following morning we woke up and had to quietly 

back up our tents as we were getting picked up at 7 to go the 

Botswana border. Across the border we were picked up in 

safari trucks to go to a café, where we had coffee, tea and 

cakes. Once we finished we got into a boat, which would be 

taking us on one part of the safari. We saw hippo, elephant, 

water hogs, iguana, a crocodile plus multiple species of birds. 

After 2 hours on the river we went back to the café where we 

had a buffet lunch. We then got back onto the trucks which 

took us to a safari park. This time we saw some giraffe, 

buffalo, more elephant, water hogs and hippos. It was 

incredible to be so close to these animals that we had only 

previously seen 

at the zoo or 

safari park. It 

felt special to 

see them in 

their natural 

habitat. 

Eventually we 

went across the 

border back 

into Zambia to 

our 16 bed room, where we would all be sleeping for our last 

night. 

 

At this point, the 

realisation finally 

came through, we 

were leaving 

today. It was 

upsetting; yet we 

were excited to 

get back home and 

have a hot shower 

and a bed! Before 

we left to go to the 

airport, both teams 

met at the project 

to look at the finished shop and say goodbye. We got to the 

airport for our 2 hour flight to Johannesburg and then the 10 

hour flight home to England. 

 

Thank you for supporting us to go on this wonderful trip. It 

has been an experience that neither of us will ever forget! 

 

If you want to know more about the Butterfly Tree charity, 

you can go to their website: 
 

www.thebutterflytree.org.uk/pages/blog/ Joel’s view over Victoria Falls 

WE started off the trip with a 10 hour bus journey up to a 

small town in the mountains called Nainital, which was 

beautiful as it had a huge lake in the middle of it. We drove 

up to Nainital so that we could 

start our 5 day trek from there. 

We started our trek on our third 

day in India which was quite 

hard as everyone was still 

getting used to the fact that we 

were in a completely different 

country!  

 

On the trek we saw some 

amazing sunsets and views as 

we went up to 8500ft at which 

point we could see parts of the 

Himalayas. Everyone found the trekking really hard at first 

but after the first few days it became quite enjoyable.  

 

When we arrived in Jaipur we got 

into tuk tuks that took us to our 

hotel. Later in the evening we 

visited a textile factory and some 

markets which were not at all 

what anyone expected as they 

were more shops than actually 

markets. Over the next two days 

in Jaipur we went and saw the 

Amber Fort and went to a place 

where we rode, painted, washed 

and fed elephants which was 

amazing!  

 

My great Indian adventure                        By Emily Smith 
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After staying in Jaipur we drove down to our project which 

wasn't too far away. When we first arrived all the children 

were quite reserved and shy but after spending a few days 

with them they became a lot more open and chatty which was 

really nice as it meant that we could enjoy spending time with 

them. While at the project we built a path so that the children 

could walk to school safely as they were originally walking 

along the same path that the buses drive on. Everyone was 

really sad when we were leaving the project as we didn't want 

to leave the children behind as they were all so sweet and 

friendly.  

 

We then had a 5 hour bus journey down to Agra. While in 

Agra we visited the Agra Fort, some markets and most 

importantly the Taj Mahal which we got up at 4.30 to see the 

sun rise over the top. It had now come to our last day which 

we spent travelling down to Delhi which was really sad as no 

one wanted to leave as it had been the most amazing 

experience ever!  

 

Finally I would just like to thank everyone that supported me 

during my build up to this trip as it wouldn't have been 

possible without the generosity of everyone who helped 

contribute towards my raising the money!  

The team taking in the view as the sun rises over the Taj Mahal 


