Village News:

Long Marston, Puttenha

The Team —Nat, Bill, Isaac, Sam, Lorenzo, Maria, Amy, Lisa, Zoé , Sophie, Hannah, Alicia, Olivia, Ed, Clare, Sally, Gaélle, and Tom.

So what is
World Challenge
anyway?

World Challenge
expeditions are personal
development opportunities
for young people using
travel and exploration to
gain different experiences
of life. Students have to
raise funds themselves to
pay for their expedition,
which is organised through
their secondary school. The
programme aims to foster
teamwork and leadership
Skills through experiencing
different cultures and
countries as well as helping
with a worthwhile
community project.
Expeditions are usually well
off the beaten track - to find
out just how far off, read
on!/

Our contributors

The Editors would like to
thank our contributors to
this World Challenge colour
supplement. The words
and pictures are by:

Amy Fordham,
Sophie Freestone
Isaac Munt

This colour supplement
was produced for Village
News by Toby Davidson
and edited by Colin Moore.
For your regular Village
News edition, please turn
over.
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World Challenge expedltlon to Morocco

THIS SUMMER, we went on a World
Challenge expedition to Morocco. It was to be
the trip of a lifetime, the most amazing two
weeks of our lives or a trip with no toilets!
Sophie argued with a man with a monkey and
we had several accidents. This was just on the
first day.

First impressions

Our plane left England at 5 20am and arrived in
Morocco 8am local time. After going through
immigration and collecting our baggage, we
walked out of the airport and got a first look at
Marrakesh. We caught buses to our hotel.
Sophie and Lisa assigned us our rooms. We then had a very Moroccan lunch - pizza! After
lunch Amy, Zog, and our teachers Sally and Gaélle went out to explore the square while the
rest of the team rested back at the hotel. When Amy, Zog, Sally, and Gaélle got back from the
square and souks, all of us went exploring. We managed to follow someone deeper and deeper
into the souk. It was scary but also quite enjoyable. The souks were amazing and everyone
was taken aback by how different it all was. Later we found a terrace restaurant and had mint
tea, then back to the square to find a place for dinner. While we were waiting, Sophie
managed to take a photo of the man with the monkey and he came up to our group and yelled
at us. One of the snake charmers let go of the snake he was holding which headed straight
towards us! At last, we found a nice restaurant for dinner and had our first taste of real
Moroccan food. We were all very loud and over-excited. After everybody had eaten, we
walked back through the square back to the hotel. All of us were very tired but looking
forward to starting our project the next day.

‘ L
Sally and Gaélle explormg Marrakesh.

Throuéh the market and into the souk.
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Back to school Moroccan style

The project phase was to last a week. A week in which to befriend
locals, improve their school, and generally have an amazing time.
We arrived in the town of Ouarzazate, (home to an Indiana Jones
film) after having been stuck in stuffy mini-van for about 4 hours:
we could not wait to get a glimpse of our accommodation. We
were soon settled in to the Hotel Baba, a traditional Moroccan hotel
and after staying a night in Hotel Ali the day before, it was luxury!

We then spent the week having the time of our life. We spent every
day working at the local school, which was just a quick drive away
from the hotel. The week was spent improving the school, from
simple jobs such as cleaning up litter, to more complicated jobs like
building a wall to secure the building. Every day we played with the
local children, teaching them how to skip, playing football with
them and giving them the toys that we had brought from home. We | =
also had brought over packets of loom bands, so in our breaks, and - b -
back at the hotel we made many bracelets which we gave to the The school showing the freshly painted murals and
children. Every child was desperate to have one, which meant we ~ some of the nineteen trees planted by the team.

had to keep making more! Over the course of the week, we had

cleared some of the litter with the help of the local children, painted two murals, and
helped build a wall. One of the murals was a tree with our handprints as the leaves; the
other was a collection of Moroccan animals, Arabic words and some colourful flowers
and paintings. We also planted 19 trees (one each). These were mainly olive trees and
we aimed to create a sustainable income for the school in future years. The school will
be able to sell the produce and use the profit to buy books and toys for the children!
During the days, we worked under the boiling sun, and then relaxed in the evening.
We went to a beautiful swimming pool two nights and visited a traditional square for
the other two. We were so pleased to have some relaxing time after working from 8am
until 1pm! We collapsed into bed every night, completely exhausted from the hard
day’s work.

We were in Morocco during Ramadan, where the locals would fast during the day and °
then celebrate by breaking the fast during the evening. On our last night of the project, Lunchon the_ way to the school
we spent the evening breaking fast with the community. It was fantastic to be com- (clockwise) Bill, Mark, Lisa, Amy,

. . ; . . . Maria, Alicia, Tom, Sally, Ed, Sophie,
pletely immersed in the Islamic culture. First, we ate with the locals and then whilst we Isaac and Clare.
ate, they got up and prayed. As we watched them pray, we all prepared a small speech
as a thank you. After the prayers, four of us (Sally, Ed, Lisa and Sophie) got up and spoke in front of the rest of Team Taza and
some of the Ouarzazate community. Bali (the project coordinator who spent the week helping us), translated what we said into
Arabic so everyone could understand. After this, three members of the community the head teacher, a local MP and a teacher
thanked us for all of the work we had been done throughout the week. After all of the appreciations we presented our gifts that
we had brought from home to the school. The head teacher was delighted and could not thank us enough. We then were given a
glow stick each to give to every child. Again, they were thrilled with the gifts as all of the children were in fascinated and in awe
of them. As we reluctantly said our goodbyes, we got onto the minibus and drove away, catching our final glimpses of the school
and the children, we headed off for our last night in Hotel Baba ready for the long travel day that was waiting for us the next day.

The tree with hand Isaac, Maria and Clare showing the girls Relaxing in the pool after a hard days work.
prints as leaves. how to make loom bands.
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Your independent village
magazine - produced and
delivered free to every
home in the Tring Rural
villages entirely by local
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We depend on readers’
articles and pictures.
So let’s have them!

)

THE imminence of Guy Fawkes’s night got
me thinking of times past, as most things
seem to do these days. When I was about 10
years old, living in the heart of Leeds, a
mate of mine somehow discovered that if
you mixed a certain freely available garden
chemical with an equal amount of sugar, the
result was a very exciting explosive sub-
stance. We put our new-found knowledge to
immediate use, creating spectacular
“volcanoes” in all sorts of unexpected

Village News: Puttenham, Wilstone, Long Marston, Gubblecote

Remember? Remember? : v winsp

He was completely engulfed in the resulting
fireball, and when he came back from the
hospital, he was covered in a glistening coat
of thick green jelly. When my mate’s mum
came home and found him like this, she
screamed and fainted.

Greatly encouraged by this brilliant success,
we became even more ambitious. I lived
close to the university, and opposite the
main entrance was a row of shops; one of
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 — — | which gloried under the

name of “Reynolds and
Branson” — a chemist’s.
Mind you, it was not the
sort of chemists which
sold Elastoplasts and
cough-sweets. No, it was
the sort which sold
| Chemicals.

I went in one day, with
g my saved-up pocket
money clutched in my
sweaty little hand, and
selected a tub of pow-
i dered charcoal, another of
4l powdered sulphur, and a
third of Salt Peter. I

places, each accompanied by a gigantic
cloud of wonderfully thick, rolling smoke.
We became more ambitious, and built a
rocket out of old toilet-roll tubes, with a
wooden cotton bobbin as the vent, and it
blew up on the launch pad, which was al-
most as good as if it had actually worked.

Then one day, my mate’s dad found out
what we were up to. He told us to stop, in
no uncertain terms, with dire prognostica-
tions of the results of us failing to obey.
Naturally, we agreed absolutely, and carried
on anyway. My mate’s dad found our stock
of mixture; we told him it was just sugar; he
didn’t believe us, and told us he would get
rid of it. At this point, he must have lost the
plot somewhat, because he “got rid of it” by
throwing it into the central-heating furnace.

pushed them across the
counter towards the very tall man in the
spotless white coat. He examined my tubs,
and looked surprised.

“Ah!” he said. “Trying to make gun powder
are you?” he demanded in an accusing tone
of voice.

Like a rabbit caught in the headlights, I
could only nod dumbly to admit my guilt.

The man peered over his glasses at me and
raised a stern finger. “Remember what
Oliver Cromwell said, lad,” he ordered.
“Keep your powder dry!”

So I did. And that’s why I haven’t got any
eyebrows!

Village News
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21st

The Railway Man

Starring Golin Firth and Nicole Kidman

A Gritish Army officer, Eric Lomax, was tormanted as a prisonar of war al 2 Japanase labour
camp during Warld War Il. He was captured by the Japenese in Singapore and sent fo a
PoW camp, whore he was forced to work on the Thai-Burma Railway north of the Malay Pon-
insula, During his time in the camp, Lomax was tortured by the Kempeaiai. Years later, ha dis-
covered that the man responsible for much of his cruel treatment was =till alvve. Still suffering
the psychological trauma of his wartime expenences, and with the nelp of his wife and best
frend, Lomax relurms o confront his caplor who had escapsd prosecalion 25 & war cniminal,
in an attempt o let go of a lifetime of bitlerness and hate.

Film contains some Wilstane Village Hall. Licenced bar.
violent scenes

WARNING Epm Friday Movember 21st. Doors open 7.15pm ,O
\

Tickets £E7 available from Wilstone Community Shop

Village News Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Editor this month: Mark Woodbridge

Advertising Manager
Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923
email: villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com

Editorial Team
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport,
John McCall, Colin Moore, Mark Woodbridge.

email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.
Phone: Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager
Rob Briant 07802 384151
Finance Manager & Treasurer
Toby Davidson 07970 636168

Another bumper edition this month!, I do hope
you enjoy the read. A huge thank you once
again to all the contributors.

Thank you
Mark Woodbridge

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

2 November

10.00am All Saints Patronal Festival

4.00 — 6.00pm  Nigh Time Light Time

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

4 November Tuesday

10.00am St Cross All Souls Service

9 November Remembrance Sunday

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am St Cross

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
10.50am at War Memorial

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

11 November Tuesday
Remembrance Day
8.00pm St Mary’s Compline

16 November

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
23 November

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

30 November

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

Deadline for items for our next issue is
Thursday 20 November 2014.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Village News
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What's on...

Nght Time Light Time

SUNDAY 2NIF NOVEMBER

Apms—Hipan
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LONG MARSTON VICTORY

HALL AGM

Notice is hereby given for the Annual
General Meeting of the
Long Marston Victory Hall on Thursday
27 November 2014 at 7:30 pm

The Hall Committee are looking for a new
Chairman following the resignation of Mike
Tomlinson after years of service. We are also
looking for a new Treasurer to take over from
Margaret Kaye.

For more details, please contact Margaret on
01296 662975 or Mike on 01296 661311

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon.

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/

Diary dates...

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 5 November Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 3 December Puttenham village hall.

Tuesday 28 October

All Saints Social afternoon 2-3pm.

Saturday 1 November

Fireworks Display Old Tom's Field Long Marston 6pm
Sunday 2 November

All Saints Patronal Festival 10am.

Night Time Light Time, All Saints 4-6pm

Tuesday 4 November

Rosemary for Remembrance at St. Cross, Wilstone. 10am.
Saturday 8 November

LM Cricket Club race night at Marlins.

Remembrance Sunday 9 November

Remembrance Day services, St. Cross and All Saints. 10am.
Friday 14 November

Christmas Food Fayre, Wilstone Farm Shop 6-9pm
Friday 21 November

Wilstone Film Night 7.15pm (doors open)

Tuesday 25 November

All Saints Social afternoon 2-3pm.

Thursday 27 November

LM Victory Hall AGM 7.30pm

Friday 28 November

Club Paradiso Long Marston Victory Hall 7.30pm
Sunday 30 November

LM Pantomime Auditions 6.30pm

Tuesday 16 December

Carols Round the Tree Long Marston Village Green 7pm
Wednesday 26 November

LMCC AGM in the clubhouse.

Saturday November TBA

Cecilia Concert (date to be arranged).

Saturday 13 December

Church Decorating, St Mary’s 10am

Sunday 21 December

Nine Lessons & Carols, St Mary’s 3.30pm

Tuesday 23 December

All Saints Social afternoon 2-3pm.

Thursday 19 to Saturday 21 February 2015

Long Marston Pantomime—’Jack and the Beanstalk’

Times for mobile library roue 7
Thursday fortnightly: , 13 & 27 Nov, 11 Dec ..

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20
Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55
Astrope (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15
Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.00 to 15.15

Village News
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... don't miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings.

When:

Soturday
15 November
_t_I'P:Dﬂnm teo

Jazzercise Mega Workout
Raffle and Tombola
Cakes & Tops 5ale
Dress Up for Exira Funl

Where:

.. SportsHall

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Registered Charity No. 1077157

Are you hoping to go to University or College
in 2015, but are concerned that financial
resources might not match up to the
requirements? Are you under the age of 227
Have you lived in Aldbury, Long Marston,
Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring,

Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three years?

To see if you would be eligible for a grant,
apply to Tring Charities’ Millennium Education
Foundation for information and an application
form.

Contact : Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees:-
Telephone: 01442 827913

Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk

Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education

Please note that the closing date is 15
November 2014 to lodge a completed
application for grants payable from Autumn
2015.

Town Farm
ART SHOW

Paintings, llustration
Ceramics, Glass, Woodcraft
Woodcarving, Stonecarving

Printed Textiles, Jewellery

www townfarmartshow blogspot.com

Festive art show in I:-|'IE'\vIZI|:|I|'I_;'=',,|CI:II'I:
bandhcralisd, high quality Chrisimas gills
plus mulksd wine, Christmas caks & Delgian weffles

OME WEEKEMD OMLY
Friday 28 - Sunday 30 November
10am — Spm
& Town Farm, Cheddington, Mr Tring, LU7 OTT
PLEASE PARK GH HIGH STREET - MOT IN TEWH RARK

—ree entry - Constions for refreshments
ir aid of RBennis Giowes Hospics Gare

Editor needed for Village News

YOUR Village News team would like to recruit an
additional volunteer editor to join us in time for the
2015 editions.

A team of five editors produce the ten editions of
Village News each year, with each editor taking
charge of two editions.

° The work is worthwhile and interesting.

o Full training is given and software is
provided.

o No great technical skills are needed

o Just an enthusiasm for producing a great
magazine.

For the full picture call Phil Buchi for a chat on
01296 661339.

Won't hurt to find out more!

Village News
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Official flood report issued by Herts

HERTFORDSHIRE County Council has issued the long
awaited technical assessment report into the flooding in Long
Marston and Astrope earlier this year. This technical report is
the basis for the final recommendations for action which will
be published shortly as HCC's "Section 19" flood investiga-
tion. It does contain conclusions and eight recommendations,
but not an agreed action plan. In presenting the technical
report to Tring Rural Parish Council, Herts officer Mr John
Rumble explained that an action plan will be published sepa-
rately when the many interested parties had considered the
recommendations.

A copy of the 66-page document has been made available to
Village News, and extracts from it form the basis of this arti-
cle. It is clear that the author, environmental engineer Paul
Singleton, has taken a very comprehensive approach to the
investigation. There is a huge amount of detail supported by
many maps, illustrations and photographs. It is an impressive
piece of work in its own right, and no doubt will be very
helpful in coming up with some practical actions. Herts
County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority; they
commissioned the report and are responsible for producing
an agreed action plan, as required by Section 19 of the Flood
and Water Management Act 2010.

Report conclusions

In considering the causes of the February 2014 flooding, the
report concludes that intense rainfall on highly saturated soils
was the primary cause. The local watercourses were not able
to carry the water away. Water discharges from the reservoirs
and canal system were not a contributing factor, the report
concludes.

Quoting from Section 7.1: "... it has been established that the
primary mechanism of flooding has been due to a rapid re-
sponse to intense rainfall within the catchment combined
with highly saturated soils within the upstream catchment
due to antecedent weather conditions. Fluvial flooding aris-
ing is likely to have acted in combination with direct surface
water flooding from lands upslope draining directly toward
the village.

"The effect of the extensive culvert on the Tring Bourne
(also known as the Long Marston brook) is considered highly
significant and is likely to be significantly under capacity to
present day design standards, due to its conveyance and poor
serviceable condition. Other contributing factors that have
attributed to or compounded fluvial / surface water flooding
have been identified as follows:

- The number, size, and condition of access culverts on Tring
Bourne and parallel ordinary watercourse;

- Lack of effective surface drainage system;

- Lack of maintenance of the watercourse and culverts affect-
ing the site;

- Potential surface water cross connections to the foul sewer-
age network;

- Potential infiltration of groundwater to the foul sewerage
network.

Village News
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by Phil Buchi

"Note that the effect of discharges from upstream reservoirs
and canal overtopping have been assessed and are not consid-
ered to be an adverse contributing factor to the flood events
under investigation. Groundwater, while a consideration in
terms of catchment saturation and effect on runoff, is not
considered significant as a direct source of flooding for the
events under investigation."

Options for action

The report sets out six pages of short, medium and long term
options for "future flood management and flood resilience".
The short term options (paragraph 6.1) can be summarised
as:

- Improved public awareness of property owners' obligations
to maintain watercourses;

- Increase riparian (i.e. landowner) maintenance of the Tring
Bourne;

- Regular clearance of debris from the entrance to the culvert;
- Maintenance of the main culvert through the village carry-
ing the Tring Bourne;

- Increase riparian maintenance of the Gudgeon Stream;

- Improved public awareness of property protection meas-
ures;

- Implementing a community flood plan.

Medium and long term actions suggested (paragraph 6.2)
have the headings:

- Main Tring Bourne culvert upgrade/replacement works;
- Tring Bourne diversions;

- Surface water interception - Tring Road and Station Road;
- Sewerage infrastructure improvements;

- Modifications to road levels south of Chapel lane;

- Land management (i.e. of surface run-off) east of Tring
Road and Station Road;

- Maintenance of local watercourses;

- Property protection measures.

Recommendations

No doubt conscious that many of these options are likely to
prove either expensive or difficult (and probably both) the
report recommends that up to eight separate feasibility stud-
ies will need to be undertaken to properly assess the practi-
cality of all of the options listed in the report. Residents of
Chapel Lane were in no doubt about which of these actions
would bring the biggest benefit at modest cost: lowering the
road level at the end of Chapel Lane would allow the flood
waters to escape downstream where there was no harm to be
done, they said at the Parish Council meeting. Officers from
Herts CC promised that the action plan would be issued
within 4 - 5 weeks. In the meantime, they suggested, there
was much villagers could do to help themselves, and grants
were available for protection of private property.

With acknowledgement to Hertfordshire County Council.
Extracts taken from "Technical Assessment Report to support
Section 19 Flood Investigation, Long Marston, Hertford-
shire", by Paul Singleton, MSc BEng (Hons) MIEI, of
McCloy Consulting Ltd, BT36 4GN.
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Community Shop Talk

AS I'm sitting at my desk to write this month’s Shop Talk the
tree outside the window is glowing golden in the afternoon
sun and its leaves are occasionally falling gently to the
ground. No doubt by the time you get to read this the first
gales of Autumn will have done their job and we’ll all be in
to sweeping up mounds of leaves and thinking of bonfires. I
do love autumn; for me it’s a cosy tucking-in season!

So what’s ‘hot in the shop’? Well we’ve been getting some
lovely feedback from you all on the recent changes that have
been made and we’re delighted that you are enjoying both
the new products and the ambience (now there’s a grand
word) that they are creating.

We will be adding in our Christmas lines over the coming
weeks so please pop in to see what’s on offer. Already avail-
able is the 2015 Wilstone Calendar, a truly collector’s item
this time featuring as it does some wonderful photos of Wil-
stone from the past and present. It’s just £9.50 and definitely
one to treasure. We’ve only done a limited run so please
make sure you don’t miss out. Also available are the Wil-
stone Christmas cards for this year featuring local scenes
painted by Deborah, one of our volunteers. They add a
lovely personal touch for family and friends.

We will also be featuring a number of homemade items:
Christmas puddings, including gluten free ones, Christmas
cakes again with a gluten free version, mincemeat soaked in
brandy, Christmas puddings laced with brandy and Guinness,
and Christmas chutney.

Once again we will have turkeys, geese, ducks and other fes-
tive meats supplied by Richard our acclaimed Chesham
breeder who has been featured on a number of TV cooking
programmes. If you’d like to place an order please call into
the shop for an order form, give us a call on 01442 891167,
or pick one up from the November film night where the
forms will be available as well as an opportunity to taste
some of the shop’s new and best-selling products.

November 2014

by Diana Crapnell

And here’s another date for your diaries. The Community
Shop will be hosting a festive open afternoon on Saturday, 29
November from 3-6pm. Please come along to see our range
of Christmas products, including all of the above plus Christ-
mas boxes, bags and wrapping paper and much, much more.
We’d love to see you there and share a glass of mulled wine
with you to say thank you for all your support during the
year.

It will be a lovely way to say thank you to everyone who has
encouraged and supported the management team and all our
wonderful volunteers. The 1% November is our second birth-
day and it’s been a joy to see the shop go from strength to
strength.

We had been mulling over the idea of offering a loyalty card
for customers, which clearly would have had some benefit to
those who decided to take it up. However, after a lot of dis-
cussion we decided against adding to the proliferation of
cards and vouchers, which certainly take up far too much
space in my purse and no doubt in your purse or wallet too,
and instead use surplus profits to ensure our prices are kept
as keen as possible for the benefit of everyone. We are after
all an Industrial & Provident Society for the benefit of the
community, and focusing on pricing feels like the right way
to make this happen. So come in and check out our prices,
you should be very pleasantly surprised.

We are a true convenience shop. Yes we have some lovely
local food items which really are delicious, but we’re also
there for the necessities of life from loo rolls to stamps, cat
food to shampoo. Plus it’s all served up by our fantastic vol-
unteers who can not only brighten up your day but who are
also an amazing source of local knowledge and expertise. As
always if you fancy joining the team give Nici, our shop
manager a call on 07736 251851 or call in and see her in the
shop.

Looking forward to seeing you all on the 29™ November.

Letters...

Village News has received the following letter for publication
from the Chairman of the Long Marston Cricket Club. It is
reproduced here as received.

Criminal damage at the cricket club

To the person who has conducted an intentional, prolonged
and systematic vendetta of malicious and criminal damage at
our club over the past five years - beware!

We think we are now very close to identifying you and will
be taking appropriate legal action as well as making a public
announcement.

Chairman, Long Marston Cricket Club.

Village News
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Using your loaf

READING about the allotmenteers’ success at growing vege-
tables this year has made me a little envious. Every year my
garden seems to fluctuate between glut and famine; the only
two dependables, ignoring slugs and weeds, are next-door’s
blackberries and my resilient rhubarb. Despite the
neighbours’ misguided efforts to eradicate them last year, the
blackberries came back with a vengeance and have given us
months of lovely succulent fruit. The rhubarb, which I
thought I’d accidentally killed-off a couple of years ago, was
found alive and well in the compost bin and after being
planted-out took off with uncontrolled vigour.

The two surprises of this year have been in complete contrast
to one another: our usually prolific plum tree was almost
completely bare, whereas our courgette plants went com-
pletely berserk. Having only had a modicum of success with
courgettes in the past I was very surprised to discover just
how many courgettes three plants could produce and how
amazingly quickly they grew.

But, although loads of free veg is great, there’s only so much
courgette soup and boiled, fried and roasted courgettes that a
person can take. Fortunately my saviour came in the unex-
pected guise of the book of The Great British Bake Off. We
have all become fans of the show, so when I spied the book
of last year’s series in Smith’s for £7 or 2 for a tenner, 1
couldn’t resist. I'm planning to give the second copy to the
mother-in-law for Christmas. The great thing is that it says
£20 on the sleeve, so hopefully she’ll think that I'm being an
ultra-generous son-in-law and reciprocate my generosity with
an enormously, expensive present...unless, of course, she
spots the same bargain herself and buys me the book for
Christmas too. Just in case, I’ll get a large box of her favour-
ite chocolates as a back-up; after all, it wouldn’t do to fall out
with the mother-in-law, now would it?
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by Andy Ashwell

In the book is a recipe for a honey and courgette loaf.
Detailed instructions are given for all the recipes and there’s
a comprehensive guide to terms and techniques at the front;
so even an idiot couldn’t fail to get it right — or so you might
think. Needless to say, my first attempt came out far from the
cake-like loaf that was promised. I blame Florence for my
disaster because she was making a Victoria sponge at the
same time and had taken the baking powder from my area at
a crucial time. Typically, her sponge cake rose beautifully
and would probably have received top marks from Paul and
Mary; she might even have been voted star-baker. I, on the
other hand, would likely as not have been voted off.

My next attempt, this time with baking powder, was much
better. But my plan to significantly reduce our courgette-
cache has a rather serious flaw. Because each loaf only uses
one medium (200g) courgette and most of ours weigh well
over 1kg — small marrows, really — this cake-making lark has
actually made very little difference and we still have a rather
large stash of near-rotting vegetables. So, what to do?

Chutney! I hear you cry. Well, I've made courgette chutney
in the past and it has always come out rather watery and not
very nice. So I feel that that is not an option. However, the
trusty internet has come to the rescue once again and I have
found a recipe for what is billed as ‘the best ever’ courgette
jam. Not so sure about that one but the rhubarb and marrow
marmalade next to it sounds a tad more inviting. I’ll give it a
go and if it is as awful as it sounds then I’'m afraid that I may
just have to accept that composting is my best option. And
who knows, perhaps next year, as with my rhubarb, I'll find a
thriving population of courgette plants in the compost bin
ready to invade the world like something out of Invasion of
the Body Snatchers.

""Flood victims are told 'help' is on the way"

Jrom the Beds & Bucks Observer, February 21, 1978. Provided by Eunice Hall.

NOT our headline, your editor hastens to point out, but one from this venerable local paper back in 1978. Reproduced here with
acknowledgement to the original author, reporter Alison Glanville. Our thanks to Eunice Hall who provided the cutting from her
archive. Mr Cyril Chandler - interviewed by the reporter - was Eunice's father, and a local historian. The extracts which follow

do seem somehow familiar. Ed.

FEBRUARY 21, 1978. Residents of one small village know
all about flooding. There is a long history of floods and al-
ready this year villagers have been under water three times.
Long Marston, which lies between Cheddington and Tring,
was originally called Mereston because of the marshy land
that surrounds it. It is so prone to flooding because the area is
so very flat, and there is insufficient drainage for the water to
run away. Mr Cyril Chandler, 76, of Tring Road, was a mem-
ber of Berkhamsted Rural District Council from 1946 until
1974. He has recorded the bad floods which the village has
suffered.

Village News

He said: "The first was between 1875 and 1880, when a freak
storm caused flooding. The next was recorded in 1883. Most
of the flooding used to take place around the War Memorial,
Chapel Lane and the Post Office stores. Lately however the
crossroads at the junction of Tring Road, Station Road, As-
trope Lane and Cheddington Lane is the area most prone to
flooding." Mr Chandler recalled the worst floods were after
the First World War. Another, between the years 1927-28,
left the village under water for two months. In 1947, a par-
ticularly bad winter, a build-up of snow led to widespread
flooding in the village. (cont’d page 9)
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(cont’d from page 8)

Attempts have been made in the past to divert the water.
Seven years ago an engineering firm specialising in sewers
put a new sewage pipe under the village. The pipe laying did
not turn out as the villagers expected.

Mr Chandler explained: "We suspect the pipe they laid is too
small." Another reason given for flooding is that the British
Waterways Board has the right to release water from the
Marsworth and Startop reservoir when they want. The water
flows along the Aylesbury branch of the Grand Union Canal,
down to Hulcott, through Long Marston to a junction where
several brooks meet. (We think this is not quite right. Ed.)

The floods this year have been blamed by the residents on the
release of water from the reservoirs, which is provoked by
any heavy rain or snow fall. But residents received letters
from their MP, Robin Corbett, saying "help is at hand". Mr
Corbett explained that the Thames Water Authority plan to
build a new short channel from a point upstream of the vil-
lage into a neighbouring culvert. Recent flooding was be-
cause of heavy overloading of the long culvert through the
main street. No water had been released from the reservoir,
he said.

Villagers are used to flooding. The landlord and landlady of
the Queen's Head, Robin and Mary Cox, have been flooded
twice this year. Mrs Cox said: "The first time we were under
a foot of water. We have had to sandbag the pub three times.
We had to take the carpets up, and we lost some of our prop-
erty. The dog got marooned on the sofa."

A Thames Water Authority spokesman said: "There is a 600
yard pipe of various sizes running along the side of the road,
and it is very prone to blockage. It is (not) the ideal way to
have a watercourse. Our action will be in two parts. Because
there are only two manholes along the length of the pipe it
will be difficult to identify where the blockages occur, so we
will do a television survey to find out. We will then divert the
head of the watercourse into a neighbouring culvert. The
work will start sometime this year."
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News from All Saints

Quiz and Curry night - There will be a report in
next month’s magazine. Thank you Toby, Jane and
Huw for all the work which goes into this event.

Future Services:-

Sunday 2 November - We are celebrating All
Saints Day. Patronal Service at 10 am and from 4
to 6 pm there is a Night Time Light Time Service
for children — details from Jane Bannister. Do
hope you will be able to join us. All welcome.

Remembrance Sunday, 9 November. Service at
All Saints at 10am and at the War Memorial at
10.50am.

Tuesday 25 November, Social Afternoon. 2 — 3
pm everyone welcome.

Carole Harrison: tel: 01296 668526.

j'-l':_lr
-0 | _|I-_1-

SING —WILSTONE

COMMUNITY CHOIR

WE MEET ON A TUESDAY EVENING IM ST
CROSS CHURCH, WILSTOMNE

VWE ARE A FRIEMNDLY BUNMCH SINGING &
VARIETY OF MUSIC

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME,
PARTICULARLY MEN!

CONTACT JOWOOQDEBRIDGE 01442 391444

Smiffy's Curries

Hi, my name is Emily Smith and I am doing a World Chal-
lenge Expedition to Rajasthan, Northern India in July
2015. T am looking to raise money and offer a Friday curry
service.

Freshly cooked , serves up to fwo people - generally
Chicken to start with and can be heated in oven, hob or
Microwave -just add rice! I will be charging £6 a pot. T am
happy to provide for larger numbers for dinner parties
Orders by Wednesday for Friday after School delivery to
your door in Gubblecote, Wilstone, Long Marston or Put-
tenham. emdarling@btinternet.com, 01296 668878 or
07977 912251.

207 Bus service

SHOULD you want to go Hemel Hempstead on a Friday the
207 runs from Marsworth stopping in Long Marston,
Wilstone, Tring, and Hemel Hempstead. Be careful on the
return as there is an earlier 207 service to Wiggington only.

Marsworth Vicarage 1020 Hemel Hemsptead Bus | 1300

Rd* Station*

Long Marston Brom- 1028 Tring High St 1320

ley*

Wilstone stops only at 1034 Wilstone The Mill 1326

The Mill

Tring High St 1040 Long Marston Brom- 1332
ley

Hemel Hemsptead Bus 1102 Marsworth Vicarage 1341

Station** Rd

This a Fridays only and limited stop service, for full details
check time table.

*add 2 each minutes for Anglers Retreat , Ravens Court and
Riverside Street Hemel Hempstead

Village News
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting

Herts issue long-awaited flood

report

A COMBINATION of circumstances led to the flooding of
parts of Long Marston back in February, the technical report
produced by Herts County Council has concluded. Two offi-
cers from HCC told the October meeting of the Parish Coun-
cil that he long period of rain which preceded the flooding on
7 February, the capacity of the Long Marston brook
(officially called the Tring Bourne) and the constrictions and
culverts along its course through the village all played their
part in causing homes in Chapel Lane to be flooded. Mr John
Rumble and Mr Jack Shepherd from Herts attended the meet-
ing to discuss the issues arising from their report (and stayed
until 10pm to speak to residents present.) The report also con-
cluded that the Canal and Rivers Trust (CRT) had not con-
tributed to the flooding incident by releasing water from the
reservoirs, as had been suspected by some. Mr Rumble said
that, essentially, the capacity of the Tring Bourne to deal with
such circumstances was to blame, and that there was no easy
solution. The County Council's intention is to help the village
to be better prepared in future, he said, and proposals for ac-
tion would be published within 4 - 5 weeks when all options
had been considered. He encouraged villagers to help them-
selves too, and pointed put that grants of up to £5,000 were
available for protecting private properties from flooding.
Several residents suggested that, as the main issue was that

flood waters had not been able to escape downstream and had
collected in Chapel Lane, the most straightforward and cost
effective action was to focus on what could be done at the
bottom of Chapel Lane. It was quite practical, they suggested,
to either alter the road level at the end of the lane, or to
construct a flood drain to allow water to escape downstream.
During the emergency the fire brigade had pumped flood
waters away from the end of Chapel Lane and this had no
adverse effect on anyone else. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson agreed.
He said that HCC should put the pressure on for this sugges-
tion to be acted upon. There were so many contributions from
the floor that the debate had lasted an hour before the
Chairman had to draw it to a close. The writers of the report
were certainly given considerable feedback from the meeting.

Not much interest in potential
council tax rise?

Councillors were disappointed that only 16 residents attended
the three consultation meetings they held in September to get
villagers' views on taking out a loan. No one at all attended at
Wilstone. This is surprising, as a consequence of the Parish
Council taking out such a loan would be an increase in
Council Tax (Village Precept) to pay for it. Often proposals
to increase taxes arouse more comment than this. The loan
idea is being explored by the Parish Council as a means of
paying for improvements to the changing rooms at Long
Marston recreation ground. The Clerk has prepared a

Make aWill

& Lasting Powers of Attorney

Your priorities?

BEST YALUE SOLICITORS and
professional Will Writers

* Provide the best for any partner or children
* Protect the home from care fees

* fyoid Inheritance Tax

* Expert guidance [since 1999)
+* BEST PRICE guarantes

% Will Trusts
s & Probate
Practice

A wise ciaice

Daytime
or evening

HOME

VISIT

Call Tha Will Centre on:

01525 220 644

Village News

Problem with your wihdows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but
can't?

- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingiWindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 +. arrange an appointment today!

Try our window cleaning service,ti
Call 07875 534780 for more details.
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summary of the comments that were received from villagers.
This will be considered by Councillors and discussed at the
next meeting on Sth November.

'No objection' to solar park

Having digested a pile of documents nearly a foot high which
came with the planning application for a solar park at Folly
Farm in the north of the parish, Councillors agreed that they
had no objections to the plans. Parish Council Chairman Cllr.
Mike Tomlinson said that he had been impressed with the
presentations given by Hive Energy. Councillors agreed that
the solar panels used to generate electricity for the national grid
would hardly be noticed in that location, and that a solar park
was a better bet than the wind farm that had been considered a
few years ago. The plans will now go forward to Dacorum
Borough Council in October. If the plans go ahead, Hive
Energy has offered the sum of £60,000 for projects which
would benefit the local community. Their representative
confirmed that this money would be paid directly to the Parish
Council which would be responsible for deciding how that
money was to be spent.

Tweeting complaints!

Tweeting is a new way to get the attention of recalcitrant public
bodies apparently. The Parish Council is to have a go at this,
and agreed to set up their own Twitter account. When (as is
common) the standard mechanisms for reporting defects to the
authorities don't produce the required action, Councillors hope
that Tweeting their complaints may have more impact. Results
awaited with interest, and will be reported in this column!
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Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668 548

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207

Mr Richard Briant 01442 825 674

Mr Robert Briant 01442 825 674

The Clerk to the Council :-
Mrs Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Do you know someone
who needs care?

Our Tring Rural team provides specialist live
in care - to enable your loved one to remain
within the comfort and familiarity of their
own home, whilst receiving full-time care.
Working with people of all ages, our live in Ccarers
provide one-to-one support, balancing independent
living with bespoke care needs.

We can assist with:

= personal care

= companionship

= housekeeping
Find out how we can
help you, please call

0BO8 180 1023 or visit
www.helpinghands.co.uk

el v

Winner

Helping Hands

Estalbl bihass & nee TREG

Village News

Friendly village pub
Open all day

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm
Except Sunday and Monday evenings.

The Half Moon
- %4 fiistoe

(OFF the B#89
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales o Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area e Large gardeneOpen Fire  Heated
Patio eCar ParkeDog Friendly eMobile Top up

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
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Fed up of doing your ironing?

Let me do it for you.
£3.50 per kilo
Shirts £1.00
Bedding £1.50 - £3.50

Please contact me on 07770993784 / 01442767319
eyvindssonkate@yahoo.co.uk

ﬂ_ Tu 1on

A . 11
s Lieracy Supporl
= Murreracy Support
o Koy Seoge 1,0, &3

Epucial Educalional Moods

Jamma Boult (28 yesrs exparsnce)
Specialist Teacher; Language Disorder

Meobile: 07E03 0G2521
Emall; boult? sa@tinternet.oom

anc anthusiasm for lEarning.

T unkack wour chikl's potantail,
rorilact wour Inesal Ingtochar ey
a Free Azzessmant.

Tring Study Ceantra

| pnisser Cegeelrnian 01 626 378 B40

KUMIN

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at

no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING

CLUB

F
,].'éj.‘&f-'; Victory Hall, Long Marston.
Long established friendly club, catering
for all dogs.

Any age - puppy through to pensioner.
Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.
Qualified instructors.

01296 668752 or 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk

TMarsworth 4
Mre School

omsar b bl dow Bl Koo Bt Prlamarss L 5ot 0K
Tk P50 125558 Bl el e Faac, =

K armamrth Hee-fachocd Fad  KMacrsacds Sliasmom Hall, iz cesny popebire g e pre-
sohiogl Wit an oosianding reouta®on. oirecing chdcner Fom o wibe ana

Sassions avallabla for agas 2 to 5 years, FULL or PAAT days -

Monday, Wednesday, Thursdey & Fricay
Mnming Sessiin:- S0m - 11.306mm

Lunch Clube- 11.30am - 12.30prm
Aftemgan Sessian- 1Z2302m - 200pm
For b infioinmeaiion, Jota ks af Funding. sessio sraldabdliny on i aman g 4w o, pease

call CFaIE T PHESE or vial cur webiade
www marswarthpreschool.orpuk
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The Old Pastures

Luxury accommodation for '
dogs

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, o
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a

personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
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ASTROPIE GARDEMN SERYICES

LOGS FOR SALE

Soan=oned, |,|r_-_.' sl :_-|_|1i|, |-:;-§'_.. |3 g |,'|-:;-'|i'.'u|'_l.r.
Bulk Bag E75.00 [z2pprox. U.Gm)
Truck lnad £35.00 [appros. Tim#]
Sack of logs EB [approx 20lg, Min delivery
Lk sacles]
Barrowing & stacking service availahle, please
ask for details

Wi glse proeide Lee & bedee colling secvives, leoving,
drivrmways, pavinp, presmies washivg and grneeal pardom
MLLnLenanGe.

Flesise conloct Glenm on 17951 126535 ar
glennanselEFamnil.eoem

Sons

 CHRISTMAS
FOOD FAIR

Fesrive Gifree angd Fand five ali the Family

FARM ﬁj"halpEdé SHOP

We look forward to welcoming you to
our annual Tood Tair in our charming
16" century barn on

Friday 14" November 2014
6.00 - 9.00 pm

"lF'ra_.fny F:in'.m.-':mg around our vhelber q_f'.-:';r.'.'rgll:i.'r_ﬁ:i'n'r:l..'l"
somieued ity for all the fumily, Relex with a
coniplementary giass of mulfed wine and faste eur
selection af crigps, PISCWIES, maats, Pressrves and
AT T
et our fcal prodilcers,

Crder The Christmas Turkey,

Callect Christmas Ovder Form.
CHEINTMAS SORTEY

; Telephione: oriqs B2847H8

A

100 ALL, RENLTARBLE, PROFESSTOMLAL L
T

der rot have wour chitnmey swepl on a rogular basis.

ww iy sinoncaponchimneysywoopacoatk

&

CHIMNEY SWEEP

——l SIMON CAPORM —
Tel: 01442-397605

oarr homne may b at risks of a chimney fire if won

Caall pepes peowar e dIscuss wur meuirsTaemls.

sk

Editor needed for Village News

YOUR Village News team would like to recruit an addi-
tional volunteer editor to join us in time for the 2015
editions. A team of five editors produce the ten edi-
tions of Village News each year, with each editor tak-
ing charge of two editions.

The work is worthwhile and interesting. Full training is
given and software is provided. No great technical

great magazine. For the full picture call Phil Buchi for
a chat on 01296 661339. Won't hurt to find out more!

ills are needed - just an enthusiasm for producing a

N

w af. Part Time
; 'Warehouse
\ / Packers

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston, HP23 40R

Full &

o
x wanted

Fancy a job as one of Santa’s litle helpers?

Yi'e have a number of full and part time
rales in our warehouse that will run nght up
to Christrmas, Flexible hours available
to early applicants

Either email a CV to
applications@OccasionsDirect.co.uk
or call on 01296 662111

LInit 3, Aurfield Industnal Estate,

Village News

Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society
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SARAH JANE BOUTIQUE specialise in selling pre-
loved designer/high end high street clothes, shoes and
handbags at reasonable prices. We also have a
beautiful collection of hand-picked accessories
including handbags, purses, scarves and costume
Jewellery.

DO YOU HAVE CLOTHES YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?

We accept ladies clothes and accessories that are
either unworn or very gently worn but in excellent
condition. They don't have to be designer. We like
quality, high end high-street labels and quirky unknown
labels too. However they must be on trend, less than
2 years old and in season.

All garments need to have been freshly dry-cleaned or
laundered and ready to go on the rails. The seller will
be entitled to 50% of the selling price.

Our open hours are Wednesday evenings 6-9pm and
Friday 12-5pm or by appointment on other days or
evenings. Credit/debit cards accepted. Please contact
us via email or mobile for further information on
selling and buying through us.

sarah@sarahjaneboutique.co.uk - 07975 920938
The Old Bakery, Nup End Lane, Wingrave, HP22 4PX.

LEE ELECTRICAL

Long Marston & Tring

Industrial
Commercial
Domestic

Electrical Safety
Register
i -In--- g EC A,

it P registered Mo WG]

el: 01296 661625
Maobile: OFFTT 8657655

mrleeelectrical@talktalk.net

Village News
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Property Services

For House and Hame ] -

> Wiindows an
Gutt epairs and
Carpentry...

P e cantact Gavin Lavwrancs
731 04743% | . 01442 380287

Sy h et st bk prenome

-—rﬁ

L.L. Heating

Farnily business over 30 years esrving Tring, Long Marston & Villages

Gas Cantral Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAE,
Sarvicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Caontrols

Tel:01442 B90750

sarvicediiheating.co.uk
Rocamara Houss, Woodrow,
Wiggimton, Trimg HP23 6HT.
www lhexiing oo ok,

y
/
r

__,.-"".l. r.i.:ﬁ a

AETLETRY
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd

Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery

* High quality professional service
* Residential and commercial

* Excellent value and fully insured
* Free consultation and quote

* References available

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3Z2Q
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

No job too small.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669
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CrLue PARADISO

enlertain or be enlertained
Long Marston Yictory Hall

Hovember Z8th 2014
Ticksets on sale in local shops and pubs from 2&8th October

Questions? Call Chrs on 01205 68475, or Gil on 012305 631574

W
LONG MARSTON
AND PUTTENHAM

. N7

Club Paradiso

WITH the amount of talent shows available on the tele-
vision, Long Marston Horticultural Society have decided
to put on a new event this year which has been called
‘CLUB PARADISO’. The idea is to set up the Victory
Hall as a 1930’s style club and then encourage as many
talented individuals as possible to come along and have
a go on stage to show off their talents! There will be a
bar available which will be serving cocktails as well as
beer and wine and for the entry price of £10, you get a
complimentary drink on top!

by Toby Davidson

We encourage anyone with a talent, from singing and
dancing to juggling and knife throwing to come forward
and have a go entertaining the masses. Anyone inter-
ested should in the first instance contact Chris Hodges
on 01296 668475 or Gill MacDonald on 01296 661974.
Rehearsals take place on Sunday 23" November from
5pm with the club opening its doors from 7:00 on Friday
28"™. This should be a fun night out for all the family, so
get your tickets now!

Wilstone Open Allotment Event—In Pictures

Pictures by Colin Reedman

Village News
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F.R. Jeffery & Son

Coal Merchant

A4

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances

Coal & Smokeless Fuels
Logs & Compost

Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact Us on: 01296 661258

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd
All ovens hobs and extractors

» Professional service
» Excellent value and fully insured
» Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 » 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Chris Giriffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

CURTIS CARPET SERVICES

Parsons Lane, Bierton
All types of corpeting supplied & fitted
ot encellent rotes,
Adoptions - Domestic & Conktrock.

Phone Dovid Curtin: 01296 452652

Mobile: 07773300054
Wiy Poy Shop Prices?

J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335
OR 01442 826648 (EVENINGS)

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)
‘MAN WITH A VAN’

TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel: 01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER

that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines
taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom
in Pitstone
07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk

Village News
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The Old Pastures @
Dog Grooming ,,,-;-b.

A
Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can
cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:

01442 824856.
L&S
SKIP HIRE
. .&\‘eé‘ %,.
nggﬁ “{‘(J{c}
o™ 7%,

Your Local Company
All Sizes of Skips Available

“WEDON'T TALK RUBBISH WE SHIFT IT “

PHONE RICHARD 07831120879

< Vanity Fayre
) Laltes amd GGemds

Hatrdressers
i AT
A5 Wartarnr Taead” T
Come and Try cuar
prafessional
friendly, great value
for pioniey 2alon
where your wish iz

Al cornrmand.

Opening Hours

Tuesday -Thursday Baan-gpin

Friday Sam-fpm

Zaturday &3lam-1pm
Appointments not alfways necassary

10% discount

T all new customers with s vowcher

PAINTING & DECORATING
SUPERIOR STANDARD

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED
LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

MARTIN J KEABLE

Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717
martinjkeable@gmail.com

Logs

Mixed seasoned logs for sale
Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80  Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879

The

Blindman

Curtsin and Blind Specialists

Curtains . Poles . Tie Backs . Cushions
Roller . Pleated . Woodslat . Woven , Vertical .Venetian
Huge choice of fabric
or supply your own

Fooa feazniclly scdwion 2 qqueonacscn in thee comdort of wour awm Paeime

01442 822 055 & Q7767 783 955
www.theblindman.uk.com
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA
HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone
07969 741792 or 01296 630189
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NOT GOT TIME
TO SPARE FOR
YOUR DRY

CLEANING?

Introducing our new
Quick Drop service

o Yol £y cleaning and
aurdny imto our Quick Drop
kot and B Smart vl
Ko you Hime,

Simply compleio e aliped put R
i ol g cord o g
Ty, s e i e

. ‘ Do e bag wvi e ok, doop

Tuwidiod dafl e’ Ew v i H""
=

Wa-can ok sar magic an pour “_' ]
S g s B Mow offaring this
W sl e i ool e 0 b EEWit-E' at |

(PR i e ey Wilstone

Community Shop

Seaton’s Catering

Established 1990

We cater for all occasions
working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings
and other family events.

Please call to order discuss your menu
tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375

www.seatonscatering.co.uk
email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.
Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and
other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

Fit, fun & fahuluus' RazUEL

Cormd i 1he funl Sl T sl bage

o7soo 987230 | B50% Dﬂ Jnlnlng Fee

'-'-"«hw.lmzﬁ-hmk.t:{!m.-' 1l vl @ e’ mg b’ mo, b e s e
larzcrclcBucksEodsHorts

CHEDDIMGTON WILSTOME VILLAGE HALL

WILLAGE HAILL hacricdory ¥UE0 am
dondory 700 pm Tuesday &.00 pr Lo
Tuesday 245 am Weadnasday 730 om

Thursdone 9?45 am Lo
FITSTOME MEMORIAL HALL Friclory 245 am
Wednasclay 730 om Saturdoy %.300am

Other classes avaoilable in Tring, Holfon, Aylesbury
and Weston Turville

ACWTOUCH

Matural Facelift Massage & Rejuvenation
{Larmdare creanre of Ulieampivsnzse)

AN preciments perfovamed of my Lhenmy room m Tring

A new unique therapy highly specializing m ran-surgical facelift

nnasagn B reusenalisn
& Touhes, Smosdfe's oo 8Es @ach oned of wour face
» dorushes wrinkles

& fraj g e CovrrgfExion

® (Zors e af tonsaan

& Berosis energy amd ramume sysdenr

* Lok & fee) relmeed amd rejueveneled

» 4 wanderful feeling of wel heimg

* Cnmpetitie groes

&lsa redn, spa body treatments, bady wraps, body brushing &
exholiation.

Call Anm on ; 07307703008 &
aewfonch workmalcom & wwsacwe-fouclco.nk
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by Sue Barraclough

eV

INSPIRING WOBEK

WELL Autumn is finally here and it’s time for planting
bulbs. The ladies of the WI will be seen out and about
doing just that during October. Last Christmas we lost
a very dear and long standing member, Daphne
Reeves, and our WI were given some money by her
family. After much discussion it was decided that we
would spend some of the money on bulbs to plant along
the sides of the road and on the village green so not
only will it add to the attractiveness of the village but will
be a lasting memory of Daphne.

Our September meeting was very interesting as Terry
Penny came along to tell us about the history of

Nursery Rhymes and a very gory history it was too! We
were delighted to see so many new faces among our
visitors and hope to see them again very soon.

Louise Reade was our speaker for the October meeting
and she ‘became’ Fanny Kemble for the evening.
Fanny Kemble was an 18" century actress and
abolitionist and we learnt a great deal about life in the
18" century and the theatre in particular.

We were made very welcome at our Group Meeting at
Marsworth this month and enjoyed an interesting eve-
ning listening to the speakers, the husband and
daughter of Jennifer Worth author of the Call the
Midwife books, who gave us an insight into what
prompted Jennifer to write the books and some fasci-
nating information about the real life characters who
inspired her.

Our Theatre Group enjoyed ‘The Importance of Being
Earnest very much and are looking forward to
November when we will be going to see ‘That Will Be

News from the LM & P WI May 2014

the Day’ Christmas show.

The Walking Group have had various invigorating ram-
bles the last of which was to Burnham Beeches and
they will continue to walk (weather permitting) every 1°
and third Tuesday of the month— anyone is welcome to
join them, they meet at Long Marston Village Hall at
9.30am - just turn up on the day.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 11" November
and it is our Annual meeting when a new committee will
be elected and the business of the year concluded.

Before Christmas we have our annual Christmas party
to look forward to and a Carol Concert at Marsworth
Church and next year will be a very busy one when, in
addition to our new programme, we shall be celebrating
100 years of the National WI. Lots of exciting events
have been planned, not least of which is Waddesdon
Manor being opened exclusively for our celebrations
one day in July and, if he keeps to his promise made on
Radio 2, Chris Evans will be joining us.

So as you can see we have a variety of interesting
events going on right here on your own doorstep and
we would be very happy to welcome new members. We
meet once a month at Long Marston Village Hall on the
second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm so why not
come along and give it a try you will find us a very
friendly group.

For more information please ring Sue Barraclough
01296 668272 or follow wus on facebook at
longmarstonvillagehp23.

We look forward to seeing some of you soon.

‘There She Blows’

What is the collective adjective for a
collection of steam engines?
A whistle? A belt? A chug?

Pictured here outside the Half Moon
pub, on Sunday October 19th, five
steam

engines stopping for refreshment.

The one pictured here is the
‘Governor’.

(Picture: Peter Walker)

Village News
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Long Marston Cricket Club

ANOTHER good evening is anticipated at the Kassam sta-

dium in Oxford as club members again go en masse to collect

awards and also help the league celebrate its 40" birthday.
Former England Captain Michael Vaughan will present the
awards.

A good social evening was held at Marlins for the club
awards and presentations on Saturday 4™ October.
Winners were:-

Chairman’s awards for centuries:-

Matt Shepherd (Four)

Matt Wareham (two)

Rory Miscampbell (two)

Mark Green

James Beesley

Chairman’s award for bowling:

Peter Toovey 8wkts for 32 runs

John Calder Cup (best junior performance of season)

James King

by Paul Dumpleton
Harold Cutler Memorial Cup (most promising young
cricketer)
Ed Robinson

Mary Sims Memorial Cup (best match winning perform-
ance)

Matt Storey

Dumpy Salver (all rounder award)
Peter Toovey

Player Player Awards

Ist XI Len Dean Cup - James Beesley
2nd XI Len Dean Cup - Matt Wareham
3rd XI Don Dean Cup - Geoff Graveson
Thomas Chapman Memorial Award

John Seaton

Follow progress on: http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/
longmarstoncricketclub/

*
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TRING SHOWSTOPPERS

Parforming Arts for 6 = 18 year olds

Our workshops are taught by professionals, with
classes in drama, singing and musical theatre,
ensurng every child ha: the appartunity to reach
their full potential.

To find out mere about whot wa offar in Tring ond

surrounding villages email
kataBtrinashowrtoppers.ca.b, wislt aur wabsita

wwetringshowstoppers.co.ukb
or call Kate on OTT20 487 022

TAKIMNG CARE OF THE FINER DETAILS

Tzloe a claser ool at HFLT Mustuol Bospalke — tailooed

-'I- 1fmes ill:"l'l'l'll - r.‘-ll‘ll 5 !'.ll'l' I'i_l' 'l::ll::l-'-ll'lﬂr T r\:l'.-l'll' |'|.
regpsrch company Dlelagie. Dealarsed for those sith
higher walae komes and contopts worth over S100,000
ik .I.::ill-_l Fitne st @] eollestiana, ot Al T Taam ETRTRL

clasebr with vow to tailor powver that mests rour specitic
FEClT e N,

Ta find oat TETS, DaCilss Cotoct WE OIL Dl B 2 e,
HEL] Mistaal, Bosted Farm, Berkhamsted :E-'::--'E_ Hemie!

Hempstead, Hertfordshine, HFL 256,

&) NFU Mutual

HIUFAMCIL | MEMSIDNS | IHSTSTWERTE

It's abont time

g o The bt e Fammers L Aot e S bs kg Lkl

For szoury and raindg purpoccs, oedophons o s ey 50 rcoordac atd monfioned.
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by Rev'd Jane Bannister

From the Vicarage

THE last couple of years have seen a growth in the promotion of
music: Gareth Malone has been persuading lots of

different groups to sing together; Rock Choirs have been set up
all over the country; and the musician James Rhodes has been
fronting a campaign via the series Don’t Stop the Music to get
all school children playing music. Although our lives are full of
sound and music, with many of us not managing to walk (or
possibly run for some) anywhere without earphones in, listening
to something, there is a difference between that and actually
performing music. One of the joys of church is the music. Even
in a small congregation like All Saints’, we make sure we sing
every week. We are very fortunate in having two people to play
the organ for us — thank you Mike and Carole! — and modern
technology means when we do not have them, we can still have
music to sing to.

We do sing a wide variety of hymns from the traditional that
used to be so well known (far less so now) to the modern ones
that are becoming favourites such as “Shine Jesus Shine”, and “I
the Lord of sea and sky”. We do also have some percussion
instruments for those who want to add their own touch and it
certainly helped the Harvest Samba. It is a vital part of our wor-
ship to have the music and the beauty of the tunes and the lyrics
add to our faith.

November is a busy month and there are many hymns and songs

that help with our understanding of celebrations and commemo-
rations at this time. All Saints, which is 1 November and our
patronal festival in Long Marston, has “When the saints go
marching in” and a fantastic rendition of “For all the saints” with
an accompaniment of drum rolls recorded for us by CIliff, the
musical director at Tring Church. All Souls on 2™ November,
when we remember those who have died, has “I heard the voice
of Jesus say” and all the wonderful versions of “the Lord’s my
shepherd” from Crimond to Stuart Townend. (If any of these are
unfamiliar to you, I do recommend Googling them to listen to
some great music). For Remembrance Sunday, we sing “O God
our help in ages past” and “Eternal Father strong to save”. The
last Sunday in November sees us singing all the glorious Advent
hymns such as “O Come O Come Emmanuel” and “Lo He
comes with clouds descending”.

November 22™ is the feast day of St Cecilia who is the patron
saint of music although it is not clear why. However, it is a good
occasion to acknowledge the role that music plays in our lives
and all that it can do to help us express our emotions and feel-
ings, and to worship our God.

“Sing to God, sing praises to his name!” Psalm 68

With love - Jane Banister

Summer die she must - but not quite yet !

IT may seem rather late at the beginning of October to be saying
that summer must at last be nearly over but the sky over Long
Marston is still blue as I write, swallows can still be seen skeeter-
ing and diving over the stubble on the way to Milhoppers and the
sun, although it has that pale gold “I’m gonna dump you soon”
autumn brittleness, is still shining and surprisingly hot and there
are masses of blackberries yet to be picked in the hedgerows. I
have already done my bit and even with one year old Opal and
Kafka my dog insisting on sampling the goods, managed to pick
enough to make 5 jars of jam and two litres of blackberry brandy
plus several crumbles, to fortify us for the coming winter, for
come it will.

But what a summer it has been! On so many weekends apart
from the Saturday of the Long Marston Show and how typical
was that, we’ve had dry, sunny weather perfect for barbecues, al
fresco lunches and dinners or just sitting outside chewing the fat
at the Queens Head or Half Moon. The meadows before being
cut for silage have been full of wild flowers — in one between the
canal and Tringford reservoir I met someone who had counted 12
different varieties and the corn, although no longer allowed to
grow as high as an elephants eye, unless you’re talking pigmy
elephants, has ripened and been harvested and there’s a huge
mound of those giant swissroll straw bales stacked just off Wa-
tery Lane.

I have watched the barn owl at dusk, floating silent and low as a
ghost over Upper Brade, the red kites circling above the village,
the sparrow hawk with its fierce profile keeping watch from a
high branch en route to Milhoppers and from the number of times
my dog has come back stinking like a sewer, there are more than
enough badgers and foxes in evidence, leaving their boundary
markers conveniently placed for him to roll in. To the canine
brain fox scat is clearly akin to Chanel No 5 and much as I love
my dog this is something we shall never agree upon. But a good
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by Gill Macdonald

summer all round I hope I'm not wrong in saying. How blessed
we have been.

If anything it has been too dry and late as it is I am still having to
water the garden as so many flowers: roses, delphiniums, sun-
flowers, love in a mist, snapdragons and cowslips, still in denial
are blooming away. And not forgetting the garden birds too, they
also need water on a regular basis. Last time I walked that way
Startops reservoir was extremely low again making it hard to
believe it was so wet earlier in the year that Long Marston
flooded.

There has been a great deal of consultation and research into the
cause of this disaster and I don’t think disaster is too strong a
word. Admittedly no one died but many villagers experienced
real hardship from water damage and the Queens Head closed for
several weeks. Let us hope that practical measures can and will
be put in place to prevent this flooding happening again in the
event of another wet winter.

In the meantime as the nights draw in there is much to look for-
ward to: the Queens Head is open and thriving thanks to new
landlord Andy Butters and there’s stimulation for the brain too in
the form of Blinky’s Quizz every Tuesday evening. There’s
Toby’s church quiz coming up, the Firework display on 1st No-
vember and a new event, Club Paradiso, on the last Friday in
November which I personally am involved with, which will tap
in to the huge reservoir of talent in and around the villages. En-
tertainment by the village for the village is our aim and in trans-
forming Long Marston Village Hall into a night club we hope to
tempt people out of their armchairs either to perform or to watch
and relax and drink cocktails, or wine or beer of course. And
then before we know it, it will be time for carols round the tree
and Christmas dare I say it and the drawing to an end of another
eventful year. And so it goes. Winter come she will.
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Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 5> 96|81 | 213 | 74
8 4|3 |5|6 7|1 2 9
Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry F 12|43 /9|5 8 6
experience. 4 6 819 5|23 7
Home consultation and competitive rates. 2> 5 7l3ls 68lal g 1
6 Ravens Court Paul Skells 9 3|1 fl|2 46 5 8
Long Marston Tel: OZ 740 997885 3 719165 1 g A4 2
HP23 4AN paul.skells@btinternet.com 6 8 4|27 I 3|9 I 1 5
1 2 5|19 4 |8|7 |6 |3

Luxury Beauty Salon in Wilstone

www. T heChapelRoom.co.uk
or call on 01442 §90933

Travel Expressiens
w

Thinking about your next holiday?

With over 30 years experience, we offer independent advice
and a personal service. We understand that no two holidays
are the same and whilst we may not have visited all four
corners of the world, we do know someone who has, and
would like to share their experiences with you. Your holidays
are booked only with fully bonded tour operators ensuring
financial protection. You can contact us by phone or email,
alternatively please visit our office to discuss your travel
ideas over a tea or coffee.

@ Travel Expressions BE Q

Suite 12, George House, &4 High Street, Tring, Herts HFZ3 4AF

Tel: 01442 890245 + enquiries@travelexpressions.co.uk
w.“ﬂ?ﬂlﬂxprﬁﬁﬂiﬂnﬂ-ﬂﬂ-uk
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The ‘October Supper’ with Neil Gurney

What an evening! We all had a wonderful time with great atmosphere. After the three-course meal, Neil enter-

tained us with music, holiday tales, floral displays and a poem (of his own). Needless to say he kept us ab-

sorbed and in “stitches”.

The charity draw was in the favor of the Alzheimer’s Society and the Helen & Douglas House (Oxford|) Chil-

dren’s’ Hospice. The proceeds from the whole evening amounted to £454 which, in accordance with our usual

form, was divided equally between these who charities as chosen by those attending.

The “weight of the marrow” was won by John Barron, who received a bottle of wine.

And so to Christmas ......

St. Mary’s Church

Church Decorating will take place on Saturday 13" December from 10 a.m. onwards. Please put this date in your
diary — a reminder will be in the December issue. As always, contributions of seasonal greenery will be much appre-
ciated.

Our service of Nine Lessons & Carols will take place on Sunday 21st December at 3.30 p.m. We will have the usual

combination of all your favourite carols, the Christmas Lessons, The Ridgeway Chorale and, of course, the hot Put-

tenham Punch with mince pies and sausage rolls. Please also put this date in your diary and make it an official start
to Christmas.

Flights of Fancy

TRING Writers Circle — a diverse group of Hertfordshire
writers — is launching its first ever anthology of short
stories during National Short Story Week 2014
(November 17" to 23). The launch will be held at the
newly-opened Albert Street Community Arts Centre in
Tring, and all proceeds from the publication will be do-
nated to local charity Rennie Grove Hospice Care.

The anthology, titled Flights of Fancy, contains 23 sto-
ries by 14 writers, including two by Wilstone resident
Abby Fermont. lan Skillicorn, founder and director of
National Short Story Week, has contributed an intro-
duction and copies will be available in the Rennie
Grove bookshop and Fancy That in Tring, as well as
Waterstones in Berkhamsted. A handful of copies will
also be available at the Wilstone Community Shop.
The anthology is priced at just £5, with the entire pur-
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by Abby Fermont

chase price being donated to charity thanks to the kind
sponsorship of Baxter & Lindley financial services,
Slightly Mad Studios and John Lambert car sales.

The anthology has been edited by Helen Garton, a
TWC member, who says, “It's definitely got something
for everybody. Some of the stories will make you
laugh, and some will even make you cry. And it’s been
a pleasure putting it all together for such a great
cause.”

Tring Writers Circle, whose numbers include published
novelists, poets and short story writers, hope that
Flights of Fancy is their first venture into print together,
and always welcome new members interested in writing
in whatever form. For more information visit http://
tringwriters.blogspot.co.uk/
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Ak, Tring Parish Men’s
;,f;? Society

s 505

Community

by Leslie Barker

FOR the third meeting of the Men’s Society in its new
format (both society and meetings) Phillip Owens
hosted the meeting and led a discussion on the topic
‘Does the state compromise community?

Coincidentally that day he had received a Lib-Dem
newsletter with an article on Dacorum’s proposal to
build about 200 houses and five pitches for travellers
between the cemetery and A41 roundabout. The
pitches would be on an isolated site screened from the
rest of the development, but could be seen as an impo-
sition on the local community by the state, although we
had elected the members.

As discussed later in the evening most new develop-

ments, whatever their nature are opposed by local resi-
dents. One reason for the delays in building new hous-
ing is this continual opposition, and one member of the
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Men’s Society had fought against a new development
for six years.

Compromising the community was described as any-
thing which went against the interests of that commu-
nity. The next example was the imposition of a £200
levy on getting the power of attorney, which until a few
months ago was free.

The NHS was seen as giving benefits to the community,
as rich and poor receive treatment free at the point of
delivery. However its administrative side run by career
administrators was criticised.

A wide range of other issues were discussed, including
lonely people (because they will not open their front
doors) and for communities to practice self help; why
were food banks necessary in Tring; and multicultural-
ism. Two men had lived in Wembley at different times;
one implied it had gone downhill, but the other enjoyed
its variety of ethnic foods.

Phillip summed up saying that the answer was 50 - 50.

There are benefits and downsides to state intervention,
but these should be kept in balance — a difficult act in a
fast changing world. It had been a very lively discussion
and raised more questions than it answered.

Rase Gottage Kennels
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL
e« ., e ., e
T e2 T e= T e=

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given
to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!
Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.
Tel. (01296) 681306
Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON

Places are available for children between 23 and 5 years old.

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30.
We have a great team of enthusiastic staff.
For more information or o arrange a visit, contact our
playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or
firststepslongmarston@gmail .com

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP
every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am
Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome.

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171,

I

Sewing Alterations -
& Soft Furnishings | ___

N

Reliable and local.
20 years experience.
Call Sue on
01525 229639.

=

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN

Village News
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™| & | KENNETH BROWN

ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

BLOOMFIELD

WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium  Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Local
General Builder

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade,
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

gpRenovate

Building Services

apRencvate is & local frmdby run full serdice building
company in Buckinghamshire

Wi offer & very personal raliabde serdics and our highly
dlepezndabake iraces are Cily & Guilds qualificd Duildaers
which spedalise in:

High gualry exlerson:

Treal bk ro rancualions
Doy and polios

Gamge crrunrsing

Rcehng
Kecherbanmemdbad tom filling
Plsler rop Randarng

Ganeral buikdeg manberzrce

e oo vecrk with sl 0 e S Bz fobe o 10 Kot ckc s L] -.:-':En
o o iz s 1 s il o 1T s w0 ST e

TECE TRl TR N T PR TR [ CCETg | CRTPe e Thy o
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BOSCH AEG

A
APPLTIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.

SIEMENS Mmisww

WILSTONE STICKS

Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
www.wilstonesticks.com
wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett
PCSO Lee Clements
Fly-tipping reports

01707 354192
01707 354192

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter
Brownies
Rachel Friedli
Guides

Sheila Hill
Beavers

Sarah Hodgson
Cubs

Jane Dawson
Scouts

Kate Blanchard

LM&P Horticultural Society

David Severs
St Cross Wilstone

Vicar Rev’d Joanne Wetherall

Churchwarden

Ken Martin

St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis
Churchwardens

Christine Rutter

John Barron

All Saints Long Marston
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
Keyholder Carole Harrison

01296 668337

01442 827577

01442 823463

01442 823787

01442 827410

07971 404465

01296 661021

01442 851200

01442 822894

01442 822170

01296 668337
01296 631351

01442 822170
01296 668526

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

ClIr Michael Tomlinson

Clerk to the Parish Council

Lucy Bancroft
Villages Warden
Colin Reedman

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton

01296 661311

07590 989202

01442 822031

07973 786389

01296 662849

Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School

Kelly Wall

07830 215266

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Ali Driver

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman
Long Marston School

01296 662482

01296 668314

01296 668054
01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke

0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Village News

Phil Buchi 01296 661339
Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush 01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813
Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272
WI

Sue Barraclough 01296 668272

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ...

To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles,
event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp @yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:
Thursday 20 November 2014.
John McCall will be your editor.

You can read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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The Whitchurch Morris Men — Heading Your Way!

By John King

THE Etcetera 40™ celebrations were very good but tiring. At
the end of the day we all felt the need for a much needed rest.
The sides invited to attend were those who had helped Etcet-
era get started and improve so today they are a well estab-
lished and very capable Side in terms of dancers and musi-
cians. We found many of the residents of Enfield oblivious
to their local Sides existence but that resulted in a recruiting
bonus. The pubs were well attended and we even bothered
those entering the Enfield Annual Show.

The 30" September will be the Side’s AGM in the Half
Moon. This is where we review our year and plan for the
next. This is also the time when we consider external book-
ings and events so now is the time to contact us should you
wish us to appear. The 7th October is the start of the Side’s
practice evenings in the Wilstone village hall and we dance
from 8:15 — 10 p.m. every Tuesday night till the following
May. Everyone man and boy is welcome and having worked
up a thirst, we generally retire to the Half Moon afterwards.

Now to the main point of this month’s article. As you may
recall from my previous missives, the 8" November will be
the Whitchurch MM’s Vale Autumn Tour. This will involve
around 60 dancers and musicians descending on the village
hall on Friday evening the 7" November. You can expect to

see a complete baggage train of cars, caravans, trailers and
motorhomes arriving in the car park from Friday lunchtime.
The tour will take place across the Vale of Aylesbury by bus
during the Saturday and the baggage train will depart mid-
Sunday morning. Parking will be tight so if you currently use
the village hall car park, may I suggest you seek alternative
arrangements for that weekend.

As to the “Tour” venues, as yet I don’t have them as our man
i/c of that one has been ill and has now disappeared on holi-
day but I will have something for the next article. However,
the Tour will be posted on our website as soon as we know.

The other important thing is what will the menu be? Having
worked up a thirst and an appetite, from my youth in Her
Majesty’s Flying Club, Cyprus in the 70’s comes to mind
with many a well fed night in Mahmout’s in Limassol. It’s
going to be a Cyprus Kebab in the traditional (non-tourist),
style consisting of 5 meat courses followed by fruit of the
season, coffee and Turkish Delight. To partake in this gastro-
nomic challenge, all you have to do is join the Whitchurch
MM.

Wassail John King WMM
www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk

The agricultural story line ...

by David Mead

"I REMEMBER WHEN " I say more often now, probably
because | can clearly see things that happened years
ago, but not so good on what happened yesterday. In
1943/44 there were lots of troop movements passing
by, probably on their way to Halton Camp for food and
accommodation, making their way to the south coast for
the D-Day landings. One artillery troop from Newfound-
land spent a couple of nights around the field by
Simon's house. Wheel marks can be seen clearly from
the air so all vehicles kept to the headland. A gatepost
by the road was hit. An 'E.Sharpe’ signed his name on
the top rail of a stile, it was there until a couple of years
ago. | believe they suffered heavy casualties on the
Normandy landings.

Because of the dry conditions drilling started in good
time. The last field, by Wilstone reservoir, was done
last on October 16th. One or two fields had an extra
cultivation or spray to control some blackgrass. The
earlier drilling quickly germinated once we had some
rain. It's a nervous time for the drill man, will there be
any misses?

A message came through, a boat was docking and
wanted some beans. Over ten days lorries arrived to
be loaded. The cargo was to sail to Egypt. The result
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came back, no deductions and a good weight. The
Egyptians have recipes for these beans, | should think it
involves a lot of soaking. Encouraged by the result,
next year's crop will be drilled week beginning 19th Oc-
tober.

The five acres of grass by the north east side of Wil-
stone reservoir has been cultivated, re-drilled to include
some wild flowers and the rain has encouraged germi-
nation, watch this space next Spring. If | could get the
weather man to forecast some snow, a cold snap, a
white Christmas, then this old log man can deliver some
more logs. As the state of my memory means that |
have forgotten where half of my customers are, | did
find one the south side of Prestwood. A cul-de-sac in
the middle of Hemel caused the compass to swing, my
excuse is " | haven't got a dog ".

The rape seed oil sales had a boost a couple of weeks
ago. Thame clears their wide high street, lays on a
shuttle service, buses from and to car park for their mar-
ket, and away it went. Simon and two helpers sold 980
bottles in a day. These sales are not always success-
ful, only 12 bottles were sold in one day in Milton
Keynes.
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TO ALL LOCAL CHILDREM IM SCHOOL YEARS 4-9:

PANTOMIME AUDITIONS

FOR THE CHILDREN'S CHORUS OF MEIL SURMEY'S "JACK AMD THE BEAMSTALK”
will be held in Lang Marston Village Hall
on SUNDAY 30™ NOVEMBER at 6.30pm.
** PARENTS MUST ALSO ATTEMND**
Friority will ke given ta children living within the catchmant aren of [or ottending] Lang Barstan Schoal
PERFORMANCES WILL BE IN LONG MARSTON VILLAGE HALL ON:
19" 20™ & 21" February 2015. (Dress rehearsal: 17" Feb.)
Children's rehearsals start on Sunday, 4™ January 2pm - Spm and continue
every Sunday until the performances.
There will be only SIX rehearsals before the Technical and Dress Rehearsals and LOTS
of songs & dances to learn, so you must be prepared to work very hard and concentrate
during rehearsals.

———  ALL children must be able to attend ALL rehearsals e

PAREMNTS PLEASE NOTE: ~
Be prepared to help with the children during ot least 2 pehearsals and 1 performance.
The Dress & Technical rehearsals may finish very late ot night. The performances finish 10,30 - 11pm.
For more information, contact Vicky Hayes on 07855 369515

LiOMNWIG MAIRISTOM™M

ATNEIY LT T EDMNH A M

PANTOMIME MEETING FOR ADULTS

Sunday 30" November at 7.30pm
Long Marston Village Hall

Would YOU like to be involved in next year's Pantomime?
(19*, 20t & 217 February 2014)

We are always in need of more volunteers, so PLEASE come along to this short meeting,
during which you can put your name forward to help in any of the following teams: front of
house (selling refreshments, raffle tickets, programmes, etc.) costumes, props,
scenery painting or construction, backstage crew and make-up.

Meil will also be casling the Pantomime, so il you are inlerested in aclually appearing on
slage, please be brave and come along. After all, if there is not a part suitable for you in
this Pantomime, there's always next year!

{We don't start working on the Pantomime unfil January — only 7 weeks from start fo finale
— &0 your Chrisfmas and New Year ceiebrations will nat ba affectad)

EVERYONE WELCOME
Would vou like to help, but can’t attend this meeting?
Contact Vicky Haves on 07TE35 369513

Village News
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Back to school Moroccan style

The project phase was to last a week. A week in which to befriend
locals, improve their school, and generally have an amazing time.
We arrived in the town of Ouarzazate, (home to an Indiana Jones
film) after having been stuck in stuffy mini-van for about 4 hours:
we could not wait to get a glimpse of our accommodation. We
were soon settled in to the Hotel Baba, a traditional Moroccan hotel
and after staying a night in Hotel Ali the day before, it was luxury!

We then spent the week having the time of our life. We spent every
day working at the local school, which was just a quick drive away
from the hotel. The week was spent improving the school, from
simple jobs such as cleaning up litter, to more complicated jobs like
building a wall to secure the building. Every day we played with the
local children, teaching them how to skip, playing football with
them and giving them the toys that we had brought from home. We | =
also had brought over packets of loom bands, so in our breaks, and - b -
back at the hotel we made many bracelets which we gave to the The school showing the freshly painted murals and
children. Every child was desperate to have one, which meant we ~ some of the nineteen trees planted by the team.

had to keep making more! Over the course of the week, we had

cleared some of the litter with the help of the local children, painted two murals, and
helped build a wall. One of the murals was a tree with our handprints as the leaves; the
other was a collection of Moroccan animals, Arabic words and some colourful flowers
and paintings. We also planted 19 trees (one each). These were mainly olive trees and
we aimed to create a sustainable income for the school in future years. The school will
be able to sell the produce and use the profit to buy books and toys for the children!
During the days, we worked under the boiling sun, and then relaxed in the evening.
We went to a beautiful swimming pool two nights and visited a traditional square for
the other two. We were so pleased to have some relaxing time after working from 8am
until 1pm! We collapsed into bed every night, completely exhausted from the hard
day’s work.

We were in Morocco during Ramadan, where the locals would fast during the day and °
then celebrate by breaking the fast during the evening. On our last night of the project, Lunchon the_ way to the school
we spent the evening breaking fast with the community. It was fantastic to be com- (clockwise) Bill, Mark, Lisa, Amy,

. . ; . . . Maria, Alicia, Tom, Sally, Ed, Sophie,
pletely immersed in the Islamic culture. First, we ate with the locals and then whilst we Isaac and Clare.
ate, they got up and prayed. As we watched them pray, we all prepared a small speech
as a thank you. After the prayers, four of us (Sally, Ed, Lisa and Sophie) got up and spoke in front of the rest of Team Taza and
some of the Ouarzazate community. Bali (the project coordinator who spent the week helping us), translated what we said into
Arabic so everyone could understand. After this, three members of the community the head teacher, a local MP and a teacher
thanked us for all of the work we had been done throughout the week. After all of the appreciations we presented our gifts that
we had brought from home to the school. The head teacher was delighted and could not thank us enough. We then were given a
glow stick each to give to every child. Again, they were thrilled with the gifts as all of the children were in fascinated and in awe
of them. As we reluctantly said our goodbyes, we got onto the minibus and drove away, catching our final glimpses of the school
and the children, we headed off for our last night in Hotel Baba ready for the long travel day that was waiting for us the next day.

The tree with hand Isaac, Maria and Clare showing the girls Relaxing in the pool after a hard days work.
prints as leaves. how to make loom bands.

Village News: World Challenge 2013 special edition Colour supplement
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Back in Marrakesh ! Tile Eomalas ‘*
We arrived back in Marrakesh after one and a half hour journey. We = E El =

were able to explore the main square by ourselves but could only go pv. = = £

into the souks with Sally, Gaélle and Mark. We had great fun
bartering with the traders. For our last night’s dinner we went to an
English type restaurant and watched as the sun set over the hive of
activity in the square. Gradually, most drifted back to the hotel to
repack bags and get some sleep before our journey home. Only Amy,
Sophie, Zo&, Gaélle and Mark remained. They tried some cactus fruit *
bought from one of the stalls it had an interesting taste! Finally,
everyone was back at Hotel Ali trying to get to sleep whilst hearing
the never-ending buzz of the square through open windows.

Homeward bound

3 P

Sadly, the adventure had to |y those snake charmers again! Koutoubia Mosque.
end. The drive to the airport

was strange, and everyone had mixed emotions. There were many things about going home
that we were looking forward to: seeing our families, having a hot shower with proper
running water, soft towels to dry ourselves a home cooked dinner and sleeping in our own
beds. We were also upset about leaving Morocco and the best adventure of our lives so far.

The plane journey was very emotional because we did not want our adventure to end. It
was the last part of our journey together, and a time for us to reflect, and relive the
experiences of the last two weeks and to talk about the amazing times we had together. The
highlights included, having the opportunity to experience a different culture, playing
Goodbye Morocco! hopscotch and football with the children, seeing the children and teachers’ faces when they
saw the finished project, and realising that we had made a difference to their lives. We will
also remember the views, as we trekked through the Atlas
Mountains, and the hustle and bustle and bartering in the souks of
Marrakesh. Looking back at the end of the expedition, we had
achieved so much, and made many new friendships. However, we
will not miss: squatting over a hole in the ground to us as a toilet, no
running water and being eaten by insects, but it was all worth it! We
all felt that we had developed in our time away. We became, more
appreciative of the luxuries in life that we enjoy, and more
considerate of others. Working as a team meant that we were more
reliant and tolerant of others. We also had the opportunity to take
turns in developing our leadership skills, which will help us in the
future. We talked about how tough the whole expedition was, and
how the children who live there must have felt, but overall how
much of a brilliant opportunity it was. There was a lot of excitement U
as we were reunited with our families, but it was difficult to adjust [ e
over the following few days because we were missing our : ot
teammates. We are looking forward to our reunion. Memories of the Atlas Mountains.

How it all started

We started the difficult journey about a year ago by applying for World Challenge. It was going to be the trip of a lifetime to
Morocco - which it was! We were lucky enough to be drawn out of the hat, 69 people had applied for 32 places. Over the next
year, we had many meetings, and formed into two separate groups (team Taza and team Fez). In preparation for the trip, we had
a ‘World Challenge Master Chef’, a camping trip and finally, the day before we departed, a build-up day. We spent the first half
of the build-up day delivering bags, discussing our excitement and generally mentally preparing for the adventure the next day.
We met our World Challenge leader, Mark, or as we called him “number nineteen”! (This must be pronounced in a northern
Irish accent - inside joke). We had a group meeting with him to discuss everything, from medication to safety alarms and from
Marrakech to snake bites. We also had to unpack our bags for the teachers to check and we had to set up our tents as practise for
the cold nights up in the Atlas Mountains. We soon became tired, hot, and desperate to go home, however Mark insisted that we
carried on in the hot gym. Whilst we set up our tents, we each had individual, brief meetings to discuss our own personal details.
We then went home, and had our last night with our families, filled with goodbyes, tears, but most with excitement. Finally, it
was time to leave we were all so excited. We said our goodbyes with hugs and boarded the bus. As we waved goodbye the bus
started moving - we were off! Lisa and Sophie were the leaders and their job was to make sure that everyone boarded the plane
safely and make it to Marrakech in one piece.

Village News: World Challenge 2013 special edition Colour supplement



