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Your village magazine -
delivered free to every home in 
Tring Rural Parish

Village News is supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

New editor sponsored by Puttenham Trust

New Village News  guest 
editor Colin Moore.

THE Puttenham Trust have sponsored new guest editor 
Colin Moore, who joined the editorial team in the summer.  
Their donation of £200 has paid for the necessary software 
and materials to set up Colin to produce issues of Village 
News on his own computer at home.  He produced the July/
August edition, and will be taking on the December (colour) 
issue.  The Trust join our other valued supporters: Tring 
Rural Parish Council, The LM&P Horticultural Society and 
Tea at the Tower.  Editor Phil Buchi said: “Advertising 
revenue covers most of our costs, but we rely on donations 
from local organisations for the remainder.  Their help has 
enabled us to continue with free distribution to every home 
in the villages, and to add to our team of volunteers.  It is 
great to have practical support from these organisations.”

Time for action on Parish Plan

TWO years in the preparation, the time to turn the 
new Parish Plan into actions has arrived.  Tring Rural 
Parish Council has invited officials and elected repre-
sentatives from Hertfordshire CC, Dacorum BC and 
other government agencies to an action workshop on 
Monday 3rd October to kick off the process of turning 
the Parish Plan into tangible actions.  

Members of the Parish Plan group who put the 
document together will also be present and will par-
ticipate with the invited guests in discussion groups, 
one for each of the six action plan areas.  Cllr Abby 
Fermont said that the emphasis will be on getting 
things done. 

Clerk to the Council Dawn Slade said that local 
residents who would like to help turn these plans into 
real improvements are also invited to take part by 
coming along to the event at Wilstone village hall at 
8pm on Monday 3rd October.  Bring your copy of 
the plan and let Dawn know which of the action areas 
you would like to help with.  They are: environmental 
issues; countryside access; transport and voluntary 
services; housing; leisure and community facilities 
and activities; crime and anti-social issues. 

The Parish Plan - published in 
June and distributed to every 
home with Village News.

Opportunities to help
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&KXUFK�VHUYLFHV� Village News
Guest Editor this month:  Phil Buchi

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526

Getting things done

IT is easy to leave it to others.  After all, we are all busy 
people, and there are others whose job it is to do these 
things for us. Aren't there? Well, perhaps; but when it 
comes to local matters, people around here regularly show 
that they are willing and able to organise things for them-
selves.  The huge variety of local events listed in these 
pages is a case in point.  No one has to do this - but a lot of 
people think it is worth the effort and just get on with it.  
Fantastic.  

Another example is the considerable effort that was put 
into producing the Parish Plan by a surprisingly large 
group of people.  They did a good job - and now there is 
an opportunity to get the real benefits from their work by 
focusing on the action plans.  The Parish Council are kick-
ing this off on 3rd October (see page 1), but there is no 
need to think that we have to leave it to them.  Councillors 
are unpaid volunteers and they have busy lives too.  They 
will be able to make more progress if they have help from 
us.  If you want to help with the “action” stage, you can go 
along the event on 3rd October.  But if you can’t go, speak 
to a Councillor about the action area you want to help 
with.               

Phil Buchi

Church Services 
at

St. Mary’s Puttenham 
St. Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any 

of the services.

2 October
10.00am All Saints Harvest Festival
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

9 October
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

16 October

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

23 October
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

30 October All Saints Day
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, inter-
esting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 

Deadline for items for our next edition 
(November) is Thursday 20 October 2005.

The guest editor next month is Colin Davenport.

All Saints, Long Marston
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New lights to dazzle dancers by Fred and Ginger

DANCERS at Wilstone village hall committee’s “Strictly 
Ballroom for Fun” event in October will be amongst the first 
to be bathed in the new mood-lighting after an investment of 
£700 in a state-of -the-art stage light set.   Committee member 
Maggie Buchi said: “We have a large stage and a fabulous 
new floor, and the lights will allow us to dress up the whole 
hall in different colours and moods”.  

The portable lighting gantry can be used in any part of the 
hall for events on and off the stage.  The costs were met by 
the village hall committee.  In August the floor was com-
pletely refurbished thanks to a £3,000 grant from Tring Rural 
Parish Council, and is looking great for dancing - and all the 
many other activities which take place in this well-used hall.

Maggie Buchi focuses on the new lighting.

Family fiesta focuses on Fun! Fun! Fun!  by Church Correspondent

MUSIC played, the welcoming white marquee gleamed in 
the sunlight and the bunting bounced in the breeze of a Sep-
tember Saturday afternoon in Wilstone.  The turnout of 
sightseers eager to sample the scrumptious refreshments and 
entertaining amusements was phenomenal and far exceeded 
last year's Family Fun Day.

Carnivores wondering what to put on their evening barbe-
que could have a go at splatting the rat or hooking a croc, 
whilst the Money Game was a magnet to very many hard-
nosed but surprisingly young gamblers.  A request from the 
organisers for the involvement (gratis) of charities resulted 
in the appearance of a cake stall, which was somewhat in-
congruously watched over by a basket of large teddy bears 
looking for good homes.  Loaded down with gateaux and 
preserves, this was run by Sarah Henshaw for the Friends of 
Youth in Need in Tanzania, and made a really popular addi-
tion to the occasion.  Whether rifling through bric-a-brac, 
reckoning the quantity of sweets in a jar, or amusing them-
selves with playthings on the Nearly New Toy Table, every-
one present contributed to the sheer enthusiasm of the day.

Particularly pleasing to the promoters was the support not 

only of fans of long standing but the plethora of new faces to 
the village, all intent on emptying purses and wallets to 
boost fundraising for the maintenance of this community 
orientated pile of consecrated bricks.  It was also a delight to 
see so many younger fairgoers who were tempted to Pick a 
Lolly, Roll-a-Ball or Ring the Hooks.  Success at the latter 
produced an instant prize – a can of delicious full strength 
sugar laden cola!  Eggheads conjured with the picture quiz 
while the more robust hefted their would-be prize from hand 
to hand trying to guess the weight of a cake.  As the after-
noon drew to a close, the wealth on the Treasure Map had 
been assessed, and weary helpers started to pack up, all came 
suddenly to life again.  A 15-strong band of walkers turned 
up thirsty for refreshment but with enough energy left from 
their long ramble at least to have a go on the raffle.

This is not a competition and there is no prize, but if you 
check back through this article you will realise there were 15 
elements on offer at the Fun Day, all of which were greatly 
enjoyed.  This is such a credit to the small band of organisers 
and helpers so a round of applause for them, and especially 
to all the kind hearted generous folk who attended.

Sunny show thanks by David Severs

Kim Fox (2nd left) grabs the cash from sunny show goers.

THANK YOU to all those who helped in any way with 
organising and running this year’s very successful Long Mar-
ston Show. We would not be able to put on event like this 
without so many of you volunteering your time to assist us.  
We do not measure the success of our event purely in 
financial terms but more in the smiles that we try to put on 
peoples faces for the day. We hope that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and will support our event again next year. 

If you would like to help at any of the events organised by the 
“Horti”, please contact me on 01296 661 021.
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What’s on...
Diary dates…….
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend all these meetings.

Wednesday 19 October, Puttenham, Cecilia Hall.
Wednesday 16 November, Wilstone village hall.

Friday 30 September
Quiz night, Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Sunday 2 October
Bulb planting, Wilstone, 10am.
Monday 3 October
Parish Plan action event. 8pm Wilstone village hall.
7, 8 & 9 October 
Flower Festival at St. Peter & St. Paul, Tring in aid 
of Wilstone Church repairs.
Saturday 8 October
Long Marston School Autumn Aair, 2pm.
Tring & District Model Railway Exhibition, Ashlyns 
School, Berkhamsted.  10.30am to 5.00pm. £3.
Tuesday 11 October
WI: Magic lantern show, 8pm, LM village hall.
Friday 14 October (date changed)
Toby’s quiz night, 8pm, LM village hall.

7KH�:RQGHUV�RI�&UHDWLRQ
Festival of flowers and crafts 

at 

St Peter and St Paul Church, Tring.

7th & 8th October 10am - 5pm

Sunday 9th October 1pm - 6pm

This festival is a Tring Parish Team event to help raise 
money for the new floor and heating system urgently 
needed at St Cross Church in Wilstone.  It will be a 
wonderful colourful event, with many Autumn flowers 
and attractive and exciting crafts. There will be more 
than 50 flower arrangements to view. Enjoy the dis-
plays and help raise money for these urgent repairs.

LAST FEW TICKETS

MAGIC LANTERN SHOW

Tuesday Oct 11th 8pm
£2 including refreshments

Long Marston and Puttenham WI present a 
Magic Lantern Show - visitors most welcome. 

Speakers Tony Brown and Gordon Casbeard
Victory Hall Long Marston.  

COME AND JOIN US! 
New to the village?  Why not try the WI?
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 …What’s on
Saturday 15 October
“Strictly Ballroom for Fun”, Wilstone village hall 8pm.
Saturday 22 October
Puttenham Trust October supper and auction, 7pm Cecilia 
Hall. Tickets £8 from Christine Rutter 01296 668337.
Saturday 30 October
Halloween party, Wilstone village hall, 5pm - 7pm.
Friday 19 November
Wine tasting, Wilstone village hall
Friday 11 November
Long Marston School Auction. Tickets £10.
Saturday 26 November
Christmas bazaar at Long Marston village hall.

At Wilstone Village Hall on 
Sunday, 30th October from 5-7pm.

All children, up to the age of 14 years,
welcome.

Fancy dress and best Jack ‘o’ lantern 
competitions.

Lots of spooky games and a disco.
Hotdog and drink. 

£3 per person on the day.

Long Marston School

Autumn Fair
Saturday October 8th

2.00 p.m.

Balloon Race 
Win £50

Tickets available from School, Long Marston and 
Wilstone Village Shops

Bric a Brac
Tombola      Raffle

Cakes 
And much more for all the family to enjoy

Tring and District Model Railway Club present their

ANNUAL MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
TadRail 2005 - Saturday 8th October

Wide range of working layouts from all over the 
country and numerous trade stalls.

Ashlyns School, Berkhamsted

10.30 am - 5.00pm Adults £3 Children £2.  Free parking.
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The Queens Head
Food Served

Lunchtimes & Evenings
12 noon - 2pm & 7pm - 9pm

Sunday Lunches
12noon -3.30pm

Fullers & Guest Ales

Live Music

Sat 1st October

The Bullfrogs

Sat 15th October

Rhythm & Business

Sat 5th November

Over Easy

01296 668368

w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net
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Wanted!
A copy of ‘Catherine’ by Anya Seton

This book is now out of print and we are hoping to 
read it in our book group next year, so I need to beg, 

borrow or steal 4 more copies. Can you help me?
Contact Margaret Noakes 01296 660072

Long Marston School Auction
Friday 11th November 2005

by Emma Smith

The Friends of Long Marston School are organising an auc-
tion which will hopefully be the biggest single fundraising 
event in the history of the school.  Our aim is to help fi-
nance the purchase of the computer laptops essential for the 
education of IT. 

However, in order to achieve this aim we need your help.  
We need to have as many items as possible to auction.  You 
do not have to mingle with the rich and famous to help us 
out with this.  In fact items such as 3 hours worth of ironing 
or cleaning, a babysitting service and hostess for an evening 
etc all can receive high bids and contribute to a grand total.

The event will be the same format as the Tsunami Auction 
held earlier this year for those of you who attended, live 
band, subsidised bar, free chilli and John Bly as our Auc-
tioneer for the night. We already have some good items: a 
signed England shirt, the chance to read the football results 
on the BBC, dinner parties catered for etc. The tickets will 
be priced at £10 a head including the first drink free and the 
event will be held at Long Marston Village Hall.

If you feel as though you could offer something, please 
could you fill out the reply slip below and return it to the 
school or by e-mail LMSAuction@hotmail.co.uk and we 
can collate the items ready for the auction.  Please don’t 
delay thinking you have lots of time because we would like 
as many items as soon as possible in order to present a cata-
logue so that those of you unable to attend on the night are 
able to place sealed bids. 
However, if you do forget we will still be able to add items 
for auction on the night up until the last minute!

We are also looking for sponsorship so if you know of any 
local businesses or even any further afield that would be 
prepared to sponsor the event or donate something please 
could you give us their details. All sponsors will be listed 
on posters, flyers and the Auction catalogue. 

Many thanks in advance for your support.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Name :  ________________________________

Tel No : ________________________________

Please include the following on the list of items to be auc-
tioned on Friday 11th November 2005 :

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
Please return to (Auction) Long Marston School or e-mail 
LMSAuction@hotmail.com
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 
and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

,Q�%ULHI���
Flower power    by Colin Davenport

DO you remember Wilstone in the spring when all the daf-
fodils were in full bloom?

This autumn it is planned to plant even more to continue 
from the New Road extension to Icknield Way so that from 
Icknield Way to the canal bridge at the other end of the vil-
lage should be in bloom.

Volunteers are required to help the Village Hall Committee 
to plant  a few hundred more new bulbs on Sunday 2nd Oc-
tober from 10am. Children welcome, it is not hard work (the 
men dig the holes!)  and should only take a couple of hours 
at most. Meet at the New Road junction with Tring Road by 
the Manor Farm entrance.

Age Concern/Alzheimer’s 
Society carers support group
by Tracey Tucker

THIS group meets fortnightly on Thursday mornings from 
10am - 12.00 in the lounge of Oaklawn, off Akeman Street 
in Tring.  We are a friendly, welcoming group offering sup-
port and information to carers of someone who is ill, frail or 
confused.

As well as interesting speakers on all aspects of caring and 
occasional social activities, the group offers the opportunity 
to chat to others who understand. Transport and substitute 
care may be arranged. If you would like further information 
or a visit to discuss your situation, please call:

Tracey Tucker or Jo Chan at Age Concern Dacorum -
01442 259049, or Barbara Cummings at the Alzheimer's  
Society - 01442 269814.

News from All Saints
by Neil Brown and Carole Harrison

SATURDAY was a damp humid then rather wet day but 
our Vicar completed his sponsored run between the five 
team churches. Well done, Huw - 81/2 miles completed in 78 
minutes, 33 seconds - a great achievement. 

We also had the bike riders out that day taking part in the 
Historic Churches Bicycle Ride. One energetic rider man-
aged to visit 30 churches and covered 92 kilometres and also 
coped with a puncture on the canal towpath in the pouring 
rain (thank you St John’s, Aldbury for the facilities where he 
could clean up!). We received 37 visitors at All Saints; the 
last four at 6 pm from St Albans who sang “The day thou 
gavest Lord is ended” - what a finale!

Our next fund raising event is Toby’s Quiz night on Fri-
day 14th October starting promptly at 8.00 pm in the Victory 
Hall. Tickets are £3.50. We will provide nibbles, but please 
bring your own drinks. Please contact Neil Brown 01442 
825956 or Carole Harrison 01296 668526 for tickets.

Almshouses in Tring
FROM time to time, one and two bedroom bungalows be-

come available to let, for people who currently live in Ald-
bury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring, 
Wigginton or Wilstone. Applicants, one of whom must be 
aged 55 or over, must not own their own home or have sav-
ings in excess of £16,000. The average weekly maintenance 
contribution (equivalent to “rent” for housing benefit pur-
poses) is £60 for a one bedroom property and £70 for a two 
bedroom property. 

If you would like to be considered for the Waiting List, 
please telephone the Secretary to the Trustees, on 01442 
827913 (weekday office hours), for an application form.
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Andrew Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Come on ladies!
Get someone else to do all those jobs

you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!
Phone Andrew Waring

(01525) 240691

0LNH�	�'LDQH�$UPVRQ�KDYH�QRZ�KDG�WKH�DQWLTXHV�
VKRS�LQ�:LOVWRQH�IRU����\HDUV��DQG�DUH�DOZD\V�

KDSS\�WR�DGYLVH�RU�KHOS�DQ\RQH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EX\�
LQJ�RU�VHOOLQJ�DQWLTXHV��7R�JHW�LQ�FRQWDFW�SKRQH

�������������RU�������������
DUPVRQDQWLTXHV#LF���QHW

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
ZZZ�DUPVRQDQWLTXHV�FRP

:H�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVHV�EXW�WR�YLHZ�WKH�
VWRFN�D�SULRU�SKRQH�FDOO�LV�GHILQLWHO\�

UHFRPPHQGHG�
7KH�2OG�3RVW�2IILFH

���7ULQJ�5RDG
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Don’t give Christmas
another thought!
�$IWHU�DOO��LW�ZDV�VXPPHU�RQO\�ODVW�ZHHN��

,QVWHDG�HQMR\�D�VXQQ\�DXWXPQ�DQG�SODFH�\RXU�RUGHUV�ZLWK�XV�
IRU�ORFDO�IUHH�UDQJH�WXUNH\V��GXFN�DQG�JRRVH���:H�ZLOO�DOVR�

EH�JHWWLQJ�LQ�&KULVWPDV�FDNHV�DQG�SXGGLQJV��KDPSHUV��JLIWV��
ZUDSSLQJ�VWXII��ZLQHV�DQG�VSLULWV���/HW�XV�JHW�LW�IRU�\RX�DQG�
\RX�FDQ�VSHQG�\RXU�WLPH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
$OVR��DVN�DERXW�RXU�QHZ�*OXWHQ�)UHH�FDNHV�DQG�ELVFXLWV���

´7KH\�WDVWH�JUHDWµ��RXU�FXVWRPHUV�WHOO�XV�
<RX�FDQ�JHW�FDVK�ZLWK�QR�FKDUJHV�LI�\RX�EDQN�ZLWK�

%DUFOD\V��/OR\GV�76%��$OOLDQFH�DQG�/HLFHVWHU��&R�RS�%DQN�



Village News

P a g e  9 O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5

News from the Puttenham Trust by Christine Rutter

OUR NEXT EVENT …WITH A CHANGE OF DATE!!!
….  IS

OCTOBER SUPPER & AUCTION
SATURDAY,  22nd OCTOBER

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM.
Tickets: £8 Time: 7 p.m.

Bring your own drink and a glass!

As always, your chance to stock up on home-made produce 
and goodies in time for Christmas, and to have an enjoyable 
and entertaining evening at the same time.  The meal will 
take the now traditional form of a generous cold beef and 
ham salad, followed by sherry trifle or apple pie. (If you 
have any special dietary requirements, please state this at the 
time of ordering your tickets).

If you have made any preserves over the summer months, or 
are in the process of doing so, please be generous enough to 
bring a few with you, or maybe something that you have 
baked, or indeed, anything that you feel would be suitable 
for the auction.

We will, of course, be holding our usual bumper raffle, and 
no Auction and Supper would be complete without 
“guessing the weight of the marrow”!

For tickets, please ring Christine on 01296 668337

The change of date became necessary as, although we had 
settled our date by the end of last year, we found that all 
three villages had a major event planned for the 15th Oct.  
Unfortunately, this is the third date change for us this year!

The Jumble Sale 

at Astrope Folly Stables on 3rd September, proved to be one 
of the best that we have ever held.  The weather was fantas-
tic, which brought people out in droves (over 70 cars were in 
the car park at one time). Apart from all the bargains pur-
chased, tea on the lawn was very popular, and people lin-
gered on … and spent.  We raised £908.04p. We believe our 
highest figure ever.  The charity drawn was The Hospital for 
Nervous Diseases, nominated by Ernestine Matthews.

Our thanks to everyone who contributed with Jumble, those 
who diligently sorted and set up through the week prior, 
baked for the teas, worked hard on the day and cleared away.

“Royal” Astrope 

(our Afternoon at the Races) held in the garden of Oakley 
House, Astrope, with the kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. 
David Kelland,  was again, a good afternoon to be outside 
for a BBQ lunch, together with the highs and lows of wins 

and losses on the races.  The best hat and outfit for a race 
afternoon was won by Mandy Murray of Aylesbury. She was 
wearing a chocolate trouser suit with orange top and a vi-
brant orange hat and feathers (see picture).  After all deduc-
tions, we raised in excess of £980, which will be split be-
tween the Puttenham Trust, The Cancer Care & Haematol-
ogy Fund of Wooden  Spoon Unit at Stoke Mandeville Hos-
pital, nominated by Gill Barber of Puttenham, and Arthritis 
Care nominated by Dawn Lee  of High Wycombe.

We are indebted to David and Margaret for the use of their 
garden which provided a wonderful setting, and also to John 
Barron for yet again one of his imaginative set-ups.

Top picture (below) shows our group of earnest ‘punters’ 
studying the race card prior to placing their bets.  The bot-
tom picture is the ecstatic table group after winning approx. 
£100 between them as the ‘owners’ of the winning horse in 
the last race.  Mandy with her winning outfit (prize: cham-
pagne and chocolates) can be seen second from the left.  
Tom Wass (third from left) was our master of ceremonies for 
the event.



Village News

P a g e  1 0 O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5

5$0$*(�	�621
/$1'6&$3(6

)RU�DOO�\RXU�JDUGHQ�QHHGV�
)HQFLQJ��JUDVV�FXWWLQJ��SDWLRV�DQG�SDWKV�

/RJV�IRU�VDOH�
7HOHSKRQH�

6WXDUW��������������
�0RE�� ��������������
%RE��������������

�0RE�� ��������������

�'�%8,/',1*
6(59,&(6

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Herts Society

Octogenarian skipper 
pushes the boat out
by our man at the bar, Les Avanover.

Skipper John Rose with friends and family

LOCAL boating enthusiast John Rose celebrated his sur-
prising elevation to the Octogenarian Club with a wild party 
for family and friends.  John, when not absent on his 
Thames cruiser, has been an active member of the Wilstone 
village hall committee for many years and also is a regular 
distributor of Village News. 

Family and friends turned up in force for the event, and 
enjoyed the dancing to live music and a performance by 
local accordion virtuoso and teacher, Marion Burch.

The Impressionists
Long Marston and Puttenham WI’s latest Open Meeting 
on Sept 13th provided a stunningly illustrated tour through 
the world of the Impressionists as revealed by enthusiast 
Barbara Young.  Barbara’s particular favourite is Monet,  
but she shared vivid insights into the lives and paintings of 
many other artists with her enthusiastic audience. 

Visitors are always welcome at these meetings, and the In-
stitute is actively seeking new members. We are a small 
friendly group who have interesting meetings each month.  
Members also have access to a wide range of activities of-
fered by the county organisation.  Coming events include: 
an evening with Betty Boothroyd at Wycombe Swan, a trip 
to the BBC Good Food Show, a Latin American Dance eve-
ning, a three-day visit to the Paris Christmas mar-
kets,  and a Bristol University earthquake work-
shop! 

The WI is never dull and EVERYONE is 
singing Jerusalem now! 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE UNDER THE LICENCING ACT 2003

NOTICE is hereby given that Mrs Jennifer Corsby 
has applied to Dacorum Borough Council for a 
premises licence in respect of Wilstone Post Of-
fice, 34 Tring Road, Wilstone.  The application 
includes the off-sales of alcohol from the Post Of-
fice and village stores.

A register of applications can be seen at www.dacorum.gov.uk 
and full details can be viewed by appointment with  Dacorum 
Borough Council, Civic Centre, Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead, 
HP1 1HH. Telephone 01442 228470 or 01442 228860. Repre-
sentations against this application can be submitted in writing to 
Dacorum BC at the above address by 17th October 2005.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false state-
ment in connection with an application.  The maximum fine for 
which a person is liable on summary conviction for the offence 
is £5,000.

Public and Legal Notices
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial

Approved contractor

For ALL your electrical requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127
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Balloon Race Tickets cost just £1.00
Available from

Tring School Students
Tring School Reception

Dennis’s of Tring
P. E. Mead and Sons Farm Shop, Wilstone

If you would like your pur-
chase to go towards the Tring 
School House Challenge, 
please choose one of the fol-
lowing Houses to receive your 
donation Ascot (Blue), Clay-
don (Red), Halton (Green), 
Waddesden (Yellow)

Winners will be notified by 
1st November 2005

5HJLVWHUHG�&KDULW\�1R��������

News from St. Mary’s Church, 
Puttenham

BEDS. & HERTS. SPONSORED BIKE RIDE.   

Our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed towards 
our “team” of helpers for the day, and for the generous con-
tributions of food to keep the hungry bikers fed and nour-
ished during their day of cycling.  It is with special thanks 
in this particular instance as most of the main “team” had 
reasons to be away that week-end (including myself), and 
therefore it is with very grateful thanks to Audrey Clay, 
Rosemary Thorpe-Tracey, Ernestine Matthews, Anne Essex 
and Liz Josling that we were able to continue in time-
honoured fashion.

We are hoping to hold the second of our  ……

PLEASANT  SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  (PSA)
On 6th November, commencing at 3 p.m.

Details are not yet finalised, so please check in the Novem-
ber magazine for final information.  As with the first PSA in 
June, we shall be including not only music for you to listen 
to, but a contribution from yourselves, together with a short 
talk on Puttenham: the old village and church. Please pencil 
the date in your diary.
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“A fresh approach to

selling property”

in and around your village

3KRQH�QRZ�IRU�D�IUHH��QR�REOLJDWLRQ��
YDOXDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�SURSHUW\

(01296) 660230  Pitstone, Bucks
(01442) 863737  Berkhamsted, Herts

www.plummproperty.co.uk

Airfield inspection
ENFORCEMENT officers from Dacorum are to inspect the 
Marsworth airfield industrial site after complaints from the 
parish council and residents about unauthorised commercial 
activities there.  An advertising hoarding was recently 
erected offering commercial sites on the airfield, but the only 
2 sites with planning permission are already occupied.  Par-
ish councillors heard that the land agent for the airfield was 
seeking a de-facto change of use by claiming that activities 
on the site had been continuous for a 10 year period.  Coun-
cillors believed that this was not so. 

Dacorum had confirmed that an enforcement officer had 
inspected the airfield in 2002, when at that time there was no 
evidence of the activities referred to by the agent.  Further 
development of the airfield was rejected at a previous public 
enquiry, at which the ruling of the Inspector was that devel-
opment for housing or industry would not be allowed.  Cllr 
Chris Griffiths had attended a meeting of neighbouring 
Marsworth parish council to agree joint action, and both 
parish councils - together with Dacorum BC - are deter-
mined to see the enforcement carried through.

Cows or no cows for the 
LM,G&W expressway?
Well, perhaps the project to improve the pedestrian route 
between Long Marston, Gubblecote and Wilstone is not 
quite an expressway, more a path really - but the cows ques-
tion is a very pertinent one! This project arises directly from 
the Parish Plan in response to residents’ requests for a safe 
pedestrian route between the villages without risking life and 
limb on the narrow road through Gubblecotte.  Cllr Jill 
Finlan - leading the task - explained that the most practical 
options were to make improvements to the public footpaths 
which already link the villages across the fields, as not all 
are particularly accessible.  Two possible routes had been 
identified, but limited funding dictated that only one of these 
could be developed, and even then it would take several 
years to fund all the necessary work.  And this is where the 
cows came in. (Fortunately no animals were actually pro-
duced as evidence at this point).  One route was the most 
direct and contained only 4 stiles - but it traversed fields 
which often contained grazing livestock.  A second possible 
route involved 9 stiles, was not so direct - but avoided bo-
vine confrontations.  Which is it to be?  Councillors would 
be delighted to receive your vote - cows or no cows?
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden

Local school/playgroup pickup
References available: Fully insured

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806
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New focus for Herts Police
Local PC Steve May briefed the Council on changes that 
would be taking place within the Herts Police force in Janu-
ary 2006.  He said the purpose of the changes is to better 
match police resources to public demand.  In community 
policing the result will be a reduction in community officers 
who serve the Tring area from 4 to 2.  We will still have our 
community PC, together with PCSO Emma Lennox but they 
will be serving a larger area.  PC May said that it was great 
that we had a particularly low crime rate in this parish - only 
5 reported crimes in the last 2 months - but resources were 
more-needed elsewhere.  He pointed out that the community 
police team were not the only officers available to us - many 
other specialist teams are deployed to deal with police mat-
ters such as ‘999’ calls.  The visits of the mobile police sta-
tion to the villages would also be reinstated shortly.

Rubble enforcement
An enforcement notice has been issued to remove some rub-
ble dumped illegally on land between the Farm Shop and 
Pear Tree Cottage on the outskirts of Wilstone.  Apparently 
the land has changed hands recently and there was some 
speculation locally about  the intended use.  Apart from the 

rubble though, nothing else seems to have happened.  Some 
wooden fencing alongside the public footpath behind the 
cottage has also been replaced - but the previous dilapidated 
fence had itself been the subject of complaints in the past.  
No planning application has been submitted. 

Housing needs - new survey 
A new survey of local housing needs will be undertaken next 
year and will guide any actions the Parish and Borough 
Councils may take in the future to embark on affordable 
housing schemes.  The Parish Council wrote to Dacorum in 
July stating that this was their position and requesting the 
survey.  The Borough Council do own a site in Wilstone 
which could be suitable, but  it is not being considered at the 
moment.  After the debacle over the Mill site un-affordable 
housing scheme, no doubt all concerned will be treading 
rather carefully.

...and a refusal
An application to build two houses on land adjacent to The 
Mill new development in Wilstone has been refused by 

(Continued on page 14)
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You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning
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Dacorum BC.  The controversial proposal was rejected by 
planners as it: “did not respect the conservation area or pre-
serve the setting of the adjacent listed building”.  The ruling 
also commented that it would be a significant change to the 
open nature and appearance of this undeveloped area, which 
had already suffered encroachment by the access road to the 
new houses. 

Councillor profile: Jill Finlan
“Having been brought up in Rugby, Warwickshire, and 
done my fair share of travelling (both internationally and 
nationally) I feel really lucky to have settled in an area that I 
feel so at home in.  I have lived in Gubblecote for the last 
15 years - (moving virtually next door, 4 years ago, despite 
searching for houses for many months, far and wide!)

Having worked for M+S for several years and then the civil 
service (BIG culture shock there!) I am presently working 
from home so that I am about, both for my daughter and our 
mini menagerie (including my rather handsome Henry!)
I have only been a Councillor since November last year and 
hope that I am beginning to find my feet. I am finding it a 
very interesting and enjoyable role”.  Jill Finlan.

3DULVK�&RXQFLO�QHZV�� FRQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031
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Write for Village News - here’s how

WE welcome new articles and new contributors.  It is the 
variety of material and authors which keeps a village maga-
zine interesting, so if you have not written for us before why 
not have a go?  We particularly like to receive local news 
items and short features.  If you have an idea by all means 
ring us to discuss.  It is great for the editors if contributions 
are prepared as Word documents and emailed as attachments 
to our editorial email address (see page 2).  Please do not 
include graphics, colour or photos in the Word document -
these objects usually cannot be re-converted into our Pub-
lisher file format.  Just text in the Word document please.

But we do love pictures and other illustrations!  Send us pic-
tures as separate attachments.  Photos should be high resolu-
tions (min. 3M pixtels) and ideally in .jpg format - or lend us 
a reasonable quality print (we have a good scanner).  If email 
is not your thing, stick it all on a floppy or CD-ROM.   We 
can also handle manuscript contributions, so no computer -
no problem.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Ashridge events (National Trust)

Our remaining events for October are as follows. Enquiries  
to Simon Knock  01442 851227.

15th & 16th October – 8am - Family Deer Walk
Booking Required - £4 Visitors £3 FOA
22nd October – 2pm - Deer Talk & Tea
Learn about the wild deer at Ashridge for over 600 years. 
Followed by a substantial country tea.
Not suitable for under 16’s
Booking Required - £12 Visitors £10 FOA
23rd October – Fungus Foray
Join the Herts Fungus Group on the Margaret Holden Me-
morial Walk to seek out and identify fascinating fungus.
Two sessions available 10am & 1pm

Booking Required - £4 Adult Visitors £3 Adult FOA/ £2 
Child Visitors £1.50 Child FOA
29th October – 6pm - Halloween Walk
Join us for some spooky local tales and legends.
Not suitable for young children.
Booking Required - £4 Visitors £3 FOA
5th November 2 – 4pm – Badger Talk & Tea
An introduction to badgers, with practical advice on badger 
watching. Followed by a substantial country tea.

Also, there is a special 'Ashridge At Christmas' event on 
Sunday 27th November at the visitor centre, Monument 
Green from 10am to 4pm. Come and join us for seasonal 
music, Christmas shopping and a chance to meet up with old 
friends. There will be stalls selling produce and seasonal 
Christmas gifts. Carols from little Gaddesden primary school 
at 11.30am and seasonal music from a live band in the after-
noon. Free entry.  This invitation is from the Friends of 
Ashridge. 

Charity Christmas cards sale
THE combined charity Christmas card sale will be held on 
the following dates at the Court House, Berkhamsted, from 
10am to 4pm:

Friday 28 October, Saturday 29 October, 
Saturday 12 November, Saturday 26 November. 

Many national and local charities from Herts and Bucks will 
be represented.

LM School draw results

1st Prize £15 Ticket No: 19 Name: Adrienne Lee 
2nd Prize £10 Ticket No: 9 Name: Alison Munt 
The winner of the July monthly draw (which only has one 
big winner) was: 1st Prize £50 Ticket No: 42 Caroline 
O'Donovan.
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CONTINUING our tour of Wilstone Great Farm.  I started at 
the southwest end, Engine Field, passing to Wilstone Hill, 
The Moors, Blackhorse and The Leys.

On the north east side of The Leys is the Back Road Field, 
named because it is beside what we call the Back Road!  (So 
that’s quite clear then. Ed.) On the 1719 map this field was 
divided into three with slightly different boundaries.  The 
names of the parts were: Middle Furlong, Near East Field 
and the eastern corner was called Scotch Lands.  How do 
you explain that one?  By 1848 the whole field was named 
Middle East Field, comprising 25 acres, 1 rod, 37 perches*. 

Anyway, it is a good rectan-
gle with little short work. A 
combine drivers’ favourite.  
The deep drainage ditch on 
the SW side was supposedly 
dug out by French prisoners 
during the Napoleonic wars.  
In my lifetime it has been an 
arable field.  This year it was 
into wheat, and by the time 
this is read it will have been 
harvested.  Half a day’s com-
bining really.  

During and just after the last 
war `39-`45, five acres on 
the north end was cropped 
separately.  One year there 
were Swedes.  These were to 
be fed to sheep and cattle 
through the winter.  Anyway, 
a Ministry man wanted to 
buy the crop for the forces.  
My father pointed out that 
due to a severe frost a lot had 
been damaged.  “Never mind”, said the Ministry man.  He 
bought the lot and they ended up in Portsmouth.  I think my 
father must have worried about it because he told the tale 
several times after the war. There was also a tale at the time 
that Mangles, a large root crop for winter feed, were being 
bought for jam making with clover seed being added for 
strawberry jam.

Back to the present.  The oil seed rape grown in the first 
three fields mentioned above was combined in July.  All of it 

was dry.  A big cheer from yours truly, the drier man!  Wet 
oil seed rape can be difficult to ventilate and everything has 
to be hoovered out before wheat goes through the system.  
Lorries, 20 tons at a time, have taken the crop to the crush-
ers.  The crop yielded just under 1½ tonnes per acre worth 
about £130 per tonne.  Unless we are allowed to grow more 
fuel producing oil seed rape (see Village News, July 2005) I 
think the fields of yellow will be disappearing.  

The lambs have been weaned from the ewes and were put in 
the furthest field.  The people of Wilstone Green had a dis-
turbed night on that occasion - this did include the combine 

driver.  I just hope it didn’t 
produce any more vegetari-
ans!  (If I was any good as 
a salesperson, I would 
mention the deep freezers 
at the Farm Shop at this 
point).

In August the sun came 
out, shortly followed by 
the combine and we had a 
fantastic 10 days.  The 
Back Road Field was com-
bined late afternoon/
evening.  The machinery 
was kept going from day-
break to late.  All the corn 
was gathered into the barn.  
Mr Haygates has taken 50 
tonnes, and now the new 
drill has been out drilling 
next year’s fields of yel-
low.  

Many thanks to the resi-
dents of Sandbrook Lane, 

Wilstone.  The harvest traffic was given a clear run.  I’m not 
sure what happens if the machines get any wider!

Harvesting the Back Road

Local farmer Simon Mead in action with the Kvernland seed 
drill harnessed to a Massey Ferguson 6270 tractor.  Simon is 
sowing wheat in the field adjacent to the Back Road Field.  
This field is part of James Farm, owned by Mrs Pemberton. 
The wheat will be used to make biscuits - next year.

*Perch:  ME (OFr, Perche: L, pertica - pole, measuring 
rod). a. A measure of length, esp. for land etc.; in Stan-
dard Measure = 5½ yards but varying locally. b. Meas-
ure of land; a square perch or pole, (normally 1/160th of 
an acre) 1442.  OED.
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories
Hardwood
UPVC
Aluminium
Secondary
Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333
Mobile:  07836 640448

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
$OO�0HFKDQLFDO�5HSDLUV
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%UHDNGRZQV
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:KHHOV�%DODQFHG��
&U\SWRQ 7XQLQJ

	�
)XHO�,QMHFWLRQ�6HUYLFH
3DLQW�	�3DQHO�:RUN��
,QVXUDQFH�5HSDLUV

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328
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3DLQW�	�3DQHO�:RUN��
,QVXUDQFH�5HSDLUV
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Professional and friendly advice 
from a local, family run business in the 

comfort of your own home

For all types of blinds 
at discount prices 

*Roman Blinds - Choose from 
our extensive range or from 

your own fabric

ROLLER � 3/($7('�� :22'6/$7
VERTICAL � 520$1� 3,12/(80

CONSERVATORY

7+(�%/,1'�0$1

MAN WITH A VAN!

NATIONWIDE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

SERVICE

Anything considered
E.g. Student move, small house move etc.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE 07770 237745
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The Parish Magazine, which it seemed best to suspend in 
the 1939 war conditions, restarts as a quarterly leaflet with 
this sheet.  The first two issues will be free, after which it 
will be supplied at 6d. per annum.  Orders to Mrs. Paxton, 
Miss H. Rodwell or the Vicarage.  I have good reasons to 
know that many who attend Church only occasionally, or not 
at all, are none the less interested in all that we do, if only 
sometimes to disapprove!

Christmas Day. Holy Communion (Long Marston) 7.30 
a.m.; (Wilstone) 8.30 a.m.; Sung Mass (Long Marston) 
10.30 a.m.

The sale, organised by Mrs. Percy Chapman, at Puttenham, 
made the splendid sum of £25.  A fortnight later, £36. 6s. 6d. 
was made by Mrs. Edward Gregory and the Nursing Com-
mittee, also for the rebuilding of our bombed school.  Our 
warmest thanks to all who  took part in these efforts.

Two W.C.s and no pig-sty!  The tenants are now settled in 
at the new Council houses at Wilstone.  And each house has 
two w.c.’s but no pig-sty.  Will someone remind the District 
Council that the bacon ration is barely a rasher a week?  If I 
am asked how are people going to feed a pig, my reply is, 
“Go to Ireland and find out.”  Food is found in Ireland all 
right for a pig, sometimes referred to as the gentleman who 
pays the rent.  But in the night at Wilstone Council houses 
are they dreaming of a pig?  Behind our English scarcities 
lies our town and city life.  Likewise, behind the plentiful 
supply of bacon in Ireland is a way of life, and behind that 
Irish way of life is religion.  Had the Irish loved money more 

than Mass and Mary, they would have fled the fields long 
since.  Indeed religion is so essentially a practical thing that 
behind the Irish bacon that we are so glad to see in England 
lies Ireland’s love of the Holy Mass.  We have much to 
learn.  But we are now at school - the hard school of Adver-
sity.  We shall have begun to learn when our dream is of a 
sty with a pig in it rather than of a shop counter laden with 
sides of bacon.  At Benediction in Ireland daily you will hear 
the Divine Praises.  Blessed be God, blessed be His Holy 
Name, blessed be Jesus Christ true God and true man, and so 
on.  Useless for the Berkhamsted Rural District Council to 
build pig-sties if our praise is for other things.  Blessed be 
our Bank in Tring, blessed be our Multiple Shop in Ayles-
bury, blessed be its rasher-slicer, etc.

Baptisms - St. Cross. October 12th, Peter John Chappin,  
Susan Laura Friday.  All Saints: October 12th, Janet Ann 
Lambert; November 9th, Judith Gregory.
Marriages - St. Cross: October 22nd Albert Richard Gomm 
and Ethel Green;  25th, Ronald James Nigel Butler and Ei-
leen May Kempster.  All Saints: November 29th, Percy 
George Chandler and Sylvia Bott.
Burials - Long Marston. October 16th, Kate Marion Liffen, 
75 years; 23rd, John Chappin, 92 years. 
On whose souls Jesus have mercy.

Next issue: The donation list of the Eric Winfield Memorial

The following piece was passed to me by Mr & Mrs Eric Stern.  It is the write-up from the very first “Parish Paper” 
re-started after the second world war - a real piece of village history!

December, 1947

THE PARISH PAPER
Puttenham  and  Long  Marston  with  Wilstone

Fantastic piece of  history!  The editor knew a good feature 
story alright.  More stories like this welcome today. Ed. 

And speaking of editors...

The trials and tribulations of being a Village News editor    by Colin Davenport

WITH less than 24 hours to go before the September Village 
News needed to be at the printers, I was adding the last few 
late arrival items to the proof before the proof reader 
(Maggie Buchi) came to check it over when my computer 
threw a “wobbly” and changed virtually every page. 
For some unknown reason, it changed the fonts and spacing 
of nearly every article within the 32 pages.
Fortunately for me, Phil and Maggie Buchi were returning 
from Falmouth that morning and were coming to see me 
anyway. When he arrived after a 6 ½ hour journey, we gave 
them both some food and refreshment and Phil got stuck in 

to try and sort it out. I was having guests in for a luncheon 
party that day so for several hours Phil was on his own. He 
worked tirelessly throughout the afternoon and evening with 
a slight break for further refreshments. I was able to help a 
little later but it was 11.30 that evening before we finished. 
So if the standard was not up to scratch it was due to having 
to rush it all and if your article was missed, changed or what-
ever then I apologise but if it were not for Phil it may not 
have appeared at all. Thanks Phil and good luck with the 
October edition- I hope that there are not any more Gremlins 
out there!
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FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

CARPET 
CLEANING

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring
Herts

HP23 4NU

01442 824250
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Tring Hockey Club founded 1919   by Jo Frankish

Do you want to take up a fun sport at a local, friendly club?
Do you have a potential 2012 Olympic Hockey star in your family?

Did you used to play and are thinking about playing again?
Tring Hockey Club welcomes all ages and abilities, for mini, junior, 

ladies’, men’s, mixed and veterans’ hockey.

TRING Hockey Club nestles on the edge of Tring market 
town. The clubhouse is situated at Tring Park Cricket Club, 
off London Road, Tring and our training and home matches 
are played at the Astro pitch just a few minutes away at 
Tring School / Sports Centre.

We have three Men’s teams that compete in the MBBO 
League, three Ladies’ teams that play in the Five Counties 
League, and a veterans and Super veterans team that both 
play in the London League. We also play summer mixed 
hockey and enter all National and Regional Cup competi-
tions. In 1999, our Men’s first team won the inaugural Na-
tional Vase competition at the National Hockey Stadium in 
Milton Keynes.

The club supports junior development, and aside from club 
training on Wednesday nights, there is a session for Juniors 

on Monday nights and Colts on Sunday mornings, for which 
the numbers attending continues to grow.

The clubhouse offers a friendly atmosphere for all ages, 
and is open most evenings and weekends. There are excel-
lent facilities which include a fully licensed bar, Sky TV and 
pool table, plus there is freshly cooked food available at 
weekends. There are a variety of social events held through-
out the year and the club can cater for private functions as 
well.

We welcome new members, both playing and social, at any 
time during the year.

For more information log onto www.tringhockeyclub.org
or contact Jo Frankish (THC Membership Secretary) on 
01442 822978. 

TadRail 2005: Tring and District Model Railway Club     
by Norman Buchi

WE are going forward with muted optimism as a number of 
developments are taking place at our present venue at the 
Cheddington Scout Group Headquarters. The finances are 
still in a healthy condition, showing a substantial increase 
over the previous financial year.   We were fortunate enough 
to have had donated free of charge a temporary site hut 
which is now erected in the grounds and will go some way to 
easing our storage problems, and enable us to withdraw 
some of the equipment currently lodged in private garages 
through the kindness of our members.   Nevertheless it is 
still our aim to erect further additional storage facilities in 
due course.

In the meantime the club members have been very active in 
spite of the temporary difficulties.   One of the first tasks 
was to build a new layout, about 20 by 8 feet in size, of very 
simple construction which could easily be dismantled and re-
erected for use every week.   This is now used for testing out 
members’ locomotives and rolling stock.   Further building 
then went on apace.   Our largest layout, Chedham, has been 
extending its “fiddle yard” (the bit you are not supposed to 
see, but everyone wants to, where trains are added to and 
removed from the circuit), and a completely new layout, 

“Rugby Central”, is also on the stocks. In addition to this, 
our “Thomas the Tank Engine” layout, which is always a 
great attraction to children at our exhibitions, was beginning 
to show signs of age, and has been rebuilt from scratch.   Not 
a bad record, you might say, for club members working un-
der limitations!

Talking about exhibitions, our Annual Model Railway Ex-
hibition (TadRail 2005) at Ashlyns School , Berkhamsted is 
on Saturday 8th October 2005.   For those of you who have 
not been before, this is a very large and interesting exhibi-
tion with a wide range of working layouts from all over the 
country.   There are also numerous trade stalls covering 
every aspect of railway modelling.   A well worth while 
visit!

Details are as follows:-

Saturday 8th October
Opening hours 10.30 am to 5.00 pm

Adults £3.50    Children £2.00    
Concessions/Family tickets 

Free ride on a vintage bus from Berkhamsted Station
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Need an evening out?  Come to the 
Half Moon for great food, choice of 

wines, and good beers.

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Dog walking & pet day care service
including feeding small animals & fish

Regular or one off business 

Fully insured and a pet owner 
with lots of experience

Give me a call 
on 07780 807546 (Vanessa)

/RFDO�FOXE�IHDWXUH����
Tennis - a game for all the family  by Margaret Kelland

LONG MARSTON Tennis Club’s American Tour-
nament attracted entries from every generation of 
the membership.   Sixteen players mixed by a ran-
dom draw spanned 50 years in age difference, and 
three toddlers watching promised a lively future
for the Club!  

Eventual winners after five hours of play on a glo-
rious early September afternoon were Jane Dean 
and Dave Milburn, with runners-up Kathy Jeffrey 
and Andrew Screech.

Pictured right: Competitors in the American 
Tournament.  Picture: LM Tennis Club.

The Friends of Ashridge invite you to:
An Evening with Friends.

Beth Brierley will talk on 

THE ORIGINS AND AIMS OF THE 
BOXMOOR TRUST

Thursday 17 November 8.00pm
The Civic Centre, Berkhamsted

Friends of Ashridge £3 Guests £4
(including glass of wine). No need to book.

ALLOTMENTS
NOW AVAILABLE AT POTASH LANE, 

LONG MARSTON

Telephone the SECRETARY of the LONG 
MARSTON ALLOTMENTS MANAGEMENT 

TEAM
 on 01442 827913 now for further details.
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26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

BgdV[W�7jWUgf[hW�>[_age[`We

Telephone / Fax: (01296) 661448

Your Versatile Local Taxi and Chauffeur Service

Please Telephone For A Quotation

6  Bromley, Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QU

We Can Accommodate All Your Needs for Long and Short 
Distance Travel

Including Transport to and From Airports, Weddings and 
Special Events

Please support our 
advertisers -

and tell them you saw it in 
Village News.

Established 200 Years

K.Y.GREEN
Funeral Directors

29 Cambridge Street
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 1RP
For personal attention and advice phone

01296 - 482041

24 hour emergency service
Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble

Golden Charter
Pre Payment Plans available

Please contact us, without obligation, for 
your free brochure
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This is a very rich dessert so don’t be tempted to use large dishes. 
Small ramekins are ideal.

WHAT YOU NEED

225g ( 8oz ) dark chocolate ( not cooking )
4 eggs separated
1 tbls rum
15g ( ½oz ) butter

WHAT YOU DO

1. Break the chocolate into pieces and melt slowly in a bowl over
            a pan of hot water.
2. When melted remove from heat and stir in the egg yolks one at
            a time
3. Add the rum and butter.
4. Whisk egg whites until stiff and gently fold in.
5. Spoon into 4 small dishes. Refrigerate  until needed.
6. Serve with whipped cream.

Jane’s tip - freezes very well.

Tea ladies extraordinaire       by Gill Glasser

Wilstone Open Gardens 2005

A THOROUGHLY enjoyable English summer afternoon 
was experienced by many, wandering around the delightful 
gardens of Wilstone on Sunday 26th June.

Our fourth Gardens Open Day raised a very healthy sum of 
£624, divided equally between the Iain Rennie Hospice at 
Home and Wilstone village hall.  Many thanks to all those 
who helped with the event by opening their gardens, and to 
those who came to enjoy them.

Our picture shows our three extra-ordinary tea ladies who 
were kept hard at work dishing out the cakes.  

They are, left to right: 
Diane Halfpenny, Lynne Rockman and Sally Thorpe.

Extra-ordinary tea ladies.   Photo: Gill Glasser
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Driving fun by Heather Logsdon (and Prince)

DOWN in the furthest South West peninsular of Spain, south 
of Cadiz, is a place called Veher de la Frontera, and it is here  
each year, from February to April, that the horse world ar-
rives for The Sunshine Tour.  The eventers, showjumpers 
and dressage riders eventually depart as the carriage drivers 
arrive.   In 2002  I was invited to take part in this exciting 
international event.   The logistics of transporting my welsh 
cob Prince, his harness, carriages, rugs, medical kit, feed and 
hay;  to say nothing of  the food and clothes that myself and 
my groom would need for 5 weeks away from home,  were 
completely forgotten in the excitement of the request and I 
said ‘yes’  with a huge grin on my face.

I quickly realized that my usual method of  attending driving 
trials with a horsebox full of horse and equipment towing a 
caravan with cooking and sleeping facilities was not a viable 
proposition on a 3500 mile journey.   I would need a larger 
horsebox that could accommo-
date living quarters for us and 
room for Prince and all of his 
equipment.    I found a local 
horsebox builder, told him what 
I needed and within 3 days he 
had found me a suitable lorry 
for conversion.  It already had a 
rear tailgate lift, ideal for getting 
the carriages in and out, so we 
drew up the designs for the inte-
rior, added a side ramp to get 
Prince in and out and I left him 
to get on with the conversion 
(which he assured me would be 
completed well within time ) 
whilst I arranged the traveling 
details.   We had just 6 weeks 
before we were due to leave!     
I contacted an agency who spe-
cialised in arranging horse trans-
port and they booked us into 4 stable areas en route, where 
Prince could rest overnight and we could park our 35 foot 
lorry.   These turned out to be the cheapest part of the jour-
ney - usually 10 euros per night - including bedding, feed 
and electric hook up for the lorry lights and heating. Oh 
yes, it was very cold and very wet!!

I suddenly realised that I would need  a heavy goods vehicle 
driving licence since the new horsebox was 17 tons. A few 
phone calls later I was booked onto a 5 day course of in-
struction with a test date of 3 days before we left England –
no room for error there then!    The written test was all done 
on a computer at a center in Stevenage.    A bit like ‘Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire’   with questions followed by mul-
tiple answers.    I was delivering a car to Spain the week 
before taking this test and spent the entire ferry journey there 
and back with my nose buried in the HGV drivers manual -

trying to memorise all of the details that I could be asked 
about.    Having passed that exam – it was quite fun really –
I duly presented myself at the HGV  driving school at 8am to 
find that I was the only lady and my instructor was not in 
favour of lady drivers!!    Despite his chauvinistic attitude he 
taught me all that I needed to pass the test.  The other driv-
ers were great and all waited to hear how I had done, then 
took me to the pub to celebrate!!

The next day the horsebox was delivered to my home, still a 
large metal box because they hadn’t had time to paint it.    
But the horse section was finished and the living area was in 
(almost).    I loaded Prince and went for a drive to make sure 
that he was comfortable and then returned home to start 
packing.    We left 2 days later on a cold March Sunday af-
ternoon, heading for Dover.  The first nasty shock came 8 
miles down the road when I filled the diesel tank and it cost 

me £91 – ouch - roll on the 
continent and cheaper fuel!   We 
arrived at the stables near to the 
ferry terminal, bedded Prince 
down in a cosy stable, and dis-
covered that the oven in the 
lorry was not connected!   No 
hot pie for supper for us.  An 
early start the next day saw us 
boarding the 7 am ferry.   The 
weather was calm, the lorry was 
chained down on the lower deck 
and I left Prince  happily 
munching a net full of hay –
whilst I went up to the truckers 
restaurant and tucked into a 
feast.    I was now officially a 
member of the ‘Yorkie Club’.   
The crossing was incredibly 
calm and we were soon on our 
way to our first stop-over in 

France.  We only stopped for fuel, eating on the way, mak-
ing sandwiches and drinks in the living section of the lorry.   
We could walk through to where Prince was standing, he 
faced forward just behind the living section,  and I made sure 
that he had something to eat every 2 hours, even if it was just 
a few carrots or apples.   He was very happy and travelled 
well.   It rained all day and we arrived at our stop at a small 
riding school just outside Paris.    The children there fell in 
love with Prince and took it in turns to walk him around to 
stretch his legs and let him eat the grass for a couple of hours 
before putting him to bed in another cosy stable.    That night 
we discovered that the windows in our living section had not 
been sealed and the rain steadily ran down the inside of the 
walls and onto the beds!!    On returning home we were told 
“I didn’t seal the windows ‘cause I knew I would have to 
take them out to paint the horsebox – and you were off to 
Spain – well it’s always hot and dry in Spain so you didn’t 

Heather and Prince tackling the steep bank on this 
tough obstacle course against the clock.
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need the windows sealed did you”  !!!

The next morning at 6am I put Prince’s breakfast in the lorry 
and he jumped in and we were away again.    Our next stop 
would be a racing yard near Biarritz.   The toll roads were 
almost empty and the driving was easy until we turned off  
to follow the (sometimes scant) directions we had been 
given for each destination.  A 5 point turn in a 35 foot lorry 
using  a private driveway on an ever narrowing lane can 
bring a whole new meaning to the words  - “those are the 
instructions they gave us” !
However we eventually 
reached the racecourse and 
I felt I was getting to know 
the lorry quite well.    I 
walked 4 miles around the 
track with Prince snatching 
mouthfuls of grass every 
few strides, until I felt he 
had stretched his legs for 
long enough.   We then 
walked another mile to a 
good restaurant and when I 
fell into bed I was tired but 
very happy.    6am the fol-
lowing day saw Prince 
dragging me into the lorry 
– he wanted his breakfast 
and now associated the 
whole day with lazing about, doing nothing but eat and look 
out of the window.  Alright for some!     We crossed the bor-
der into Spain where the customs men patted Prince on the 
nose,  I sat on the boxes of apples and carrots to hide them  
( we were not supposed to take any food with us from Eng-
land ) and after the most cursory glance at Prince’s passport 
they waved us on with a cheery smile.   Bilbao was quite 
intimidating the first time around – after the 2nd and even 3rd

time around I eventually found my way out of the town and 
amidst much muttering about losing valuable time we started 
driving through some of the most spectacular scenery.   It 
was at this time that Prince, getting a little bored, discovered 
that by playing with the door handle he could open the door 
into the living area and thus watch where we were going.   
Unfortunately this meant that all of the hay that had dropped 
onto the floor came with a whoosh through the living area 
and into the cab where it swirled around before finally disap-
pearing out of the open windows. I was still finding hay in 
my bed a week later.!

Our next stop over was near to Madrid and I have to confess 
that I got lost so many times trying to find it that I eventually 
found myself driving into a private complex with armed 
guards on the gate who watched somewhat bemused as we 
drove past them, realized our mistake, did another 6 point 
turn (I was getting very good at them by now) and drove 
back to the trunk road.    At this point a wonderful Spaniard 
stopped me and said he had been following our antics for 
some miles and wondered whether we were lost ???  Upon 
showing him the map of our intended destination he said 

“follow me”  and proceeded to drive out of his way for about 
25km until we arrived at a very smart Country Club.    This 
was the type of kindness that we found on the whole trip.   
Almost everyone we met was enthralled with our horse and 
the sport that we enjoyed so much.    The Country Club not 
only had a wonderful restaurant, but hot showers and warm 
towels.   I had to be dragged out of the shower room - where 
I wanted to sleep in warm comfort after the damp bed in the 
lorry.    Prince was turned out into a lovely paddock where 
he did what welsh cobs do best – slowly amble around and 
munch grass non stop.

The following day saw me 
driving through Madrid at 
6am, in the pitch dark, know-
ing that we had a very long 
journey to our final destination 
south of Cadiz.    At one petrol 
station where we stopped to 
refill the tanks, I let Prince out 
of the lorry for a ‘comfort’ 
stop in an adjoining field,   
only to realize that a group of  
nuns who were taking a break 
from their bus journey were 
watching him with incredulous 
smiles on their faces.    He’s a 
large lad and handsome too!!    
We finally arrived a Veher de 

la Frontera at 8pm and as I parked the lorry I was relieved to 
know that I would not be driving it again for 3 weeks  - until 
we set off  for the second part of the competition in Portugal.    
Prince had a lovely stable with a tree outside for shade and 2 
of our friend’s horses next to him.    We celebrated that night 
with a group of  8 friends in the restaurant and I enjoyed the 
first bottle of wine since we had left England in what seemed 
a lifetime before.   The journey was fantastic,  the people we 
met were just lovely and the reason we had made the journey 
was just beginning!   The fun drive in the horsebox was soon 
to be followed by the fun drive with the horse and carriages 
– but that’s another story ……

Heather is the current UK National Indoor Carriage Driving 
champion.  She lives locally.

The water obstacle requires a tight turn at speed.  Driving 
fun after the long drive through Europe. 

17 tons of unpainted horse and carriage transporter 
destined for southern Spain and Portugal.
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ONE of our problems is that we worry too much. We seem 
to manage to find so many things to worry about. There are 
very few of us who have never, at one time or another, al-
lowed ourselves to be overcome by worry. Stress comes at 
us from many directions and it is easy to give in and get 
caught in a web of worry. 

So what do people worry about?

1. Own health and fitness - 73%
2. Lack of time for family or leisure pur-
suits - 49%
3. Their children’s problems - 43%
4. Job related stress - 43%
5. Personal investments - 39%
6. Estate planning - 37%
7. Relationship with children - 34%
8. Aging - 30%
9. Income Level - 22%
10. Their marriages - 21%

Jesus tells us a story In Matthew’s Gospel 
saying that if we put our trust in God then 
we have no reason to worry. “If we worry, we can’t trust; if 
we trust, we can’t worry.” The nature of faith is simply a 
matter of trust.

Now I guess we all put our trust in many different things. 
When we travel we trust we will arrive at our destination 
safely. When we post a letter, or today more likely send an 
e-mail, we trust it will get where it is going. When we get 
into our cars every morning, we trust that they will start. We 
take these kinds of things for granted. So the challenge for 
each of us is to ask ourselves if we ever place our trust in 
God in the same way? 

Worry is unnecessary, and yet we worry about so many dif-
ferent things. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus uses the examples 
of the birds and the flowers. Birds always seem to have food; 
birds have been provided with rich resources of food and the 
instinct to find that food. They spend a great deal of time and 
effort looking for their food - they never store it up, they live 
from day to day.

Jesus says if God looks after the birds of the air, how much 
more will he look after us.

He also describes the flowers of the field; how, even though 
they neither toil nor spin, ‘yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomor-
row is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you.’

Worry has a negative effect on us and 
if we want to increase our quality of 
life and possibly the length, we need to 
stop worrying. God has given us the 
gift of life, it is to be used for His pur-
poses, our task is to obey - leave every-
thing else to Him.

So the grand solution to worry is to 
place our focus on Christ and abandon 
our worries. Jesus tells us: ‘your heav-
enly Father knows that you need all 
these things. But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you 
as well. So do not worry about tomor-

row, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own’. 

So does this mean we should never make plans for the fu-
ture? I’m not saying that. To make preparations for the fu-
ture is sensible, making good plans is always wise, but mak-
ing these preparations the focus of our life is unwise; to ob-
sess and worry about what tomorrow holds is foolish. 

God is God today and He will still be God tomorrow and the 
next day and so on. If God cares for us today, he will not 
change his mind tomorrow. God is there for us everyday. It 
doesn’t mean that suddenly all our concerns disappear and 
all our problems are solved. But it does mean that God gives 
us the ability to cope. He gives us the strength to take each 
new day as it comes.

And  talking of the beauty and wonder of flowers, don’t for-
get  to go along to the flower festival in at Ss Peter & Paul 
Church, Tring on 7th-9th October. We are raising money 
to pay for the new floor and new heating at St Cross in Wil-
stone so that we will not worry about being cold this winter!!
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Local Names and Numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers ( In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Steve May                  07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Linda Collison 01442 891930
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01296 668828
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 3000 (swbd)

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.
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Village News: Long Marston,Wilstone, 
Puttenham, Astrope, Little Tring, 
Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for October is:
Colin Davenport
01442 890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172
Secretary:
Carole Harrison
01296 668526

Next copy date is 
Thursday 20th October

for November edition, published on 1st November.



Village News

P a g e  2 8 O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5

Secret water mill survives at Ford End
Ford End watermill, Ivinghoe, by John Wallis

ASK anyone locally if they know where Pitstone windmill 
is and probably the answer would be yes!  Put the same 
question for Ford End watermill Ivinghoe and sadly the 
most usual reply would be no.  And I didn’t know there was 
a watermill in Ivinghoe! Unlike windmills easily recognised 
by their sails and prominent locations watermills have no 
obvious features to signal their presence from afar.

The present mill at Ford End farm is thought to have re-
placed an earlier one in the first half of the 18c and known 
to be well established by 1773. A William Heley was work-
ing the farm and mill between 1774 and 1798.

In 1798 the mill is mentioned in the ’Posse Comitatus’ a 
survey prepared by county as part of the precautionary 
measures against the expected French invasion during the 
Napoleonic Wars.  The Buckinghamshire survey lists 97
watermills including Ivinghoe occupied by William Heley 
showing that he was grinding 16 sacks per week, had 5 
horses, one wagon and three carts all available towards the 
war effort if required.  The initials WH 1795 are painted
on a board on the wall of the first floor.

Several owners and millers occupied the mill over the next 
105 years until in 1903 Ford End farm and mill were taken 
over by Charles Jellis and later sold to him by the Brownlow 
Estate in 1924.   It has since remained in the same family.
By 1963 the mill was in a poor state of repair and scarcely 
usable.  An agreement was made two years later between the 
farmer Arthur Jellis and the then Pitstone Local History So-
ciety for the Society to carry out urgent repairs.  Substantial 
repairs and renewals have been carried out over the years by 
professional millwrights, but mostly by Society members. 
The culmination of our efforts was reached on 24 June 1991 

when wheat was milled for the first time.  Since then we 
have been milling about eight times every year producing 
some 40/50  1.5 kilo bags of stone ground wholemeal flour 
on each occasion.  

Although we welcome visitors to the mill on certain Sundays 
and Bank Holidays every year, our main function is to pro-
vide educational opportunities for local schoolchildren.  
Many aspects of the National Curriculum can be demon-
strated and every year over 1500 children (and teachers) 
enjoy visits to the mill. School and other parties are welcome 
by arrangement.  Please telephone Sue Jones 01296 660436.
General enquiries David Lindsey 01582 600391.

The enclosed water wheel and mill building Photo: John Wallis

Village View
by John Painter

This photograph was taken a few years ago. 

The piece of farm machinery - a hay tedder, 
used to turn the cut grass - had been left in 
a field behind the reservoir after the crops 
had been cut. The photograph hopefully 
captures that feeling of a quiet pastoral 
scene on a hot August day in the late sum-
mer, and could have been taken almost any 
time in the last few decades.


