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Wilstone Planning Application 20/01754/MFA 
By Peter Walker 

SOME readers may not be aware of this current planning application for 28 homes on the edge 
of Wilstone.  From the many objections received by Dacorum Borough Council, it is apparent 
that this proposal is considered by many to be contrary to both national and local planning 
policies. 
The Parish Council and the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) have both registered 
strong objections to the proposals; these can be read on Dacorum’s website: 
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development/planning-applications/search-

planning-applications  20/01754/MFA 

 

The planning 
application will be 
decided by the 
Planning Committee at 
Dacorum in October.  
 

Personally, I hope that 
planning permission 
will be refused. I am 
all for development if 
it proportionate and 
appropriate, and 
would add to the 
community, but this 
proposal is huge and 
opens the floodgate to 
additional 
development in the 
same area.  Please 
read the full 
information on the 
Dacorum Planning 
website. 

We note, according to the CPRE 
Hertfordshire objection to the 
development: 
“The site is currently in arable 
cultivation. There is no 
reference in the application to 
the agricultural land 
classification of the site. The 
Agricultural Land Classification 
Map for the Eastern Region 
(ALC008) shows that the site is 
classified as Grade 3. Both the 
NPPF and Saved Policy 108 of 
the Dacorum Local Plan give 
protection to Grades 1, 2 and 
3a. Policy 108 says that 
development on Grade 3a land 
will be refused. The Council will 
have to satisfy itself on the 
classification of this site before 
determining the application. “ 

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development/planning-applications/search-planning-applications
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development/planning-applications/search-planning-applications
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THE slow but steady metamorphosis of summer into autumn is 
defined by the gradual changes observed on the bramble 
bushes (RUBUS FRUTICOSUS) sprawling along hedgerows 
and choking the corners of fields and the edges of woods and 
copses. The white flowers, often tinted with pink, first appear 
in May (but continue to bloom well into November) and are 
followed by the berries, to begin with small and green, 
becoming larger and red, and fully ripening into luscious 
plump purplish black fruit (blackberries). The flowers and the 
various stages of the berries often appear on the bramble bush 
simultaneously. The flowers of most bramble species are an 
important nectar source for butterflies and hoverflies, and 
caterpillars feed on the leaves. Keepers of pet stick insects feed 
their beasts on the leaves too. 

Brambles                                          by Martin Winship 

The bramble is a member of the Rose family, which includes 
Meadowsweet, Agrimony, Great and Salad Burnets, 
Raspberry and Strawberry, March Cinquefoil, Tormentil, 
Silverweed and Herb Bennet. There are more than 330 
species of brambles in the UK alone. The plants produce fruit 
and seeds asexually, in a process called APOMIXIS, so some 
species are very restricted in location while others are 
widespread. When the runners touch the ground they root, so 
once established bramble is very difficult to eradicate. 
All parts of the plant have been used in the treatment of 
various diseases and sores. The buds and green leaves were 
valued for their efficacy in curing mouth ulcers and quinsy, 
and healing wounds. The root was powdered and a decoction 

of this was used to break up stones. The berries were used as a 
tea to treat dysentery. This cure was greatly regarded during 
the American Civil War, and ceasefires were sometimes 
negotiated so that the soldiers, Union and Confederate, could 
pick blackberries, frequently from the same bush at the same 
time. The runners of the bramble sometimes grow into arching 
loops, and helping poorly people through such loops was 
considered a sure fire cure for rickets, whooping cough, 
hernias and rheumatism. 
Legend reports that when the devil was thrown out of heaven 
by St. Michael, he landed in a blackberry bush. He 

immediately widdled on the bush in spite, and this is why the 
berries become bitter and sour after 29th September (St. 
Michael’s day). A far less questionable story about brambles is 
their use by forensic investigators. Dr Mark Spencer uses 
brambles to establish how long human bodies have been at a 
crime scene, relying on the bramble’s very predictable and 
rhythmic growth pattern. Split stems were traditionally used in 
lip-work basketry on chairs and bee-sheps. The most important 
use of brambles is of course the production of blackberry 
wine, which is full bodied and fruity, and is nature’s way of 
preparing us for the grim winter. 
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The next edition will be for November2020 and 
the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 21 October 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 
by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 
Let us know if we are not! 

SMALL but perfectly formed (unless I’ve not spotted a 
mistake!), this month’s edition is about quality over quantity.  
Or, as the other way of putting it is, making the most of the 
articles received.  It’s easy to understand that over the 
summer there has been less events on, so less to write about.  
This month’s edition, which has often been a joyous mix of 
reflections on the summer and thoughts for the colder months 
ahead, has less of the summer events.  And no real certainty 
about winter ones either, with even the perennially popular 
Wilstone Film Nights still waiting in the wings unable to 
return (as of writing!). 
 

With perfect timing though, we have the penultimate episode 
of the story of Ruth Osborne this month for Halloween and 
we celebrate All Soul’s Day with the final chapter next 
month.  So until then, please think about anything that you 
would like to share with our readers to help Colin produce a 
bumper November edition. 

Editor this month: Caroline Clist 
 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 

and Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  
Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  
Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  
Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07444 747010 

email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com 

Team organiser 

Jean Fox    01442 825846 
 

Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk 

 

You can always find a copy of the magazine 
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever 
you are. 

Our Churches 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

                                                     

4th Oct 2020 – Trinity 17 

10.00am –Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

6th Oct 2020 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  
 

11th Oct 2020 –Trinity 18 

3.30pm – BCP HC at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

13th Oct 2020 

10.00am – Morning Prayer at St Cross, Wilstone  
 

18th Oct 2020 – Trinity 19 

10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston  
 

20th Oct 2020 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  
 

25th Oct 2020 – Last Sunday after Trinity  
3.30pm – Evening Prayer at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

27th Oct 2020  
10.00am – Sunday Worship cw at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

Due to the current situation church services are subject to 
change so to confirm they are on please check our website 
www.tringteamparish.org.uk and use the events page to book 
or contact: 

Rev’d Jane Banister on 01442 822170 or  

email jane@tringteamparish.org.uk  

All Saints  Long Marston  

http://www.wilstone.me.uk
http://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/
mailto:jane@tringteamparish.org.uk
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Diary Dates.. 
 

Friday 9 October 

Cecilia Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Sunday 25 October 

Second LMCC 10K Fun Run, see website for details 

Saturday 31 October  
October Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Saturday 28 November  

A concert (to be confirmed) 
 

No news yet of the long awaited return of the Wilstone Film 
Nights 

What’s on and what’s not on 
 

Would you like deliveries? 

rice www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489 

 Mark Wheeler – Milkman – milk eggs bread etc - 07850 
329560 

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc All of 
these outlets will deliver   

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all sorts - 
01442 825667 or email fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com   

Mead’s Farm Shop deliver  for  over  70's and vulnerable, 
pet foods 

info@pemeadandsons.co.uk  

 Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta and – 07842 
426793 

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver  with 15%  off using 
NIGHTIN20· - https://www.cookfood.net           Food - home 
delivery Fruit and Veg                    Call Vanessa 07921 
172642 

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover  - for awesome cheeses· 
& deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296-585022   

Wild & Game - delicious! https://www.wildandgame.co.uk  

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://
www.donaldrussell.com 

Victory Hall - Long Marston 

Although the hall has been ‘dark’ during the lock down we 
will be taking provisional bookings from September onwards 
and, as the social distancing rules are gradually eased, we 
look forward to welcoming old friends and new. 
 

Facilities include a large hall with stage and lighting r ig 
available for hire. There is a fully equipped kitchen as well as 
tables and chairs. 
 

The ideal venue for  societies, clubs, informal groups, par -
ties and live music. 
For details and availability please contact Gillie Mann:  
gilliemann@gmail.com 

Please be aware that times quoted in some of the 
regular adverts may not be relevant at the 
current  time . It is always  worthwhile 
telephoning such as pubs, jazzercize etc. 

Community Shop Wilstone  
New opening hours 

Monday—Friday 

8.00 am—2 pm 

Saturdays 7.30—1 pm 

Sundays 9.00—12 pm 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

mailto:gilliemann@gmail.com
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MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   
Registered Charity No. 1077157 

 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2021, but are concerned that financial resources 
might not match up to the requirements? Are you 
under the age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, 
Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three 

years? 

 

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation 

for information and an application form. 
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/

education 

Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 
01442 827913 

Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk 

Please note that the closing date is 15 November 
2020 to lodge a completed application for grants 

payable from Autumn 2021. 
 

IT would not be a true October 
in Tring, if we were not 
celebrating the Apple Fayre. 
So, we are very excited to 
soon be sharing an online 
brochure with you that 
includes many virtual online 
events, activities and 
resources to enjoy from the 
comfort of your home. 

If your local business or 
community group would like to 
join the celebrations, please 
email 
steffi@tringtogether.org.uk  
with your idea for an online 
event or content and we 
would be delighted to include 
you in the programme. 

Follow us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/Tri
ngsOwnAppleFayre) and keep 
your eyes peeled for all the 
latest updates. 

An autumn event that is happening, virtually! by Trish Dowden 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 

Wednesday 7 October 8pm  
Check the TRPC website for details 

http://www.tringcharities.co.uk/education
http://www.tringcharities.co.uk/education
mailto:info@tringcharities.co.uk
mailto:steffi@tringtogether.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TringsOwnAppleFayre
https://www.facebook.com/TringsOwnAppleFayre
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 
 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 

 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 

 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  
Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 
fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 
    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

    

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 
Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 

 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 
HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 
Good’                                                                    
December 
2016. 

*Tax-free 
vouchers,  
 

*30Hours and 
County funding 
registered. 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 

www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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Cricket News  by Matthew Storey   

A SHORT and vastly different cricket season has proven to 
be a roaring success at Long Marston.   
On the pitch, our 2nd XI finished fourth in Tier 2B of the 
shortened campaign, the same position that the young 3rd XI 
in Tier 5B.   
Not all of the usual awards were handed out at our end of 
season presentation evening but there was still success for 
some.   
Club stalwart James Beesley picked up the Mary Simms 
trophy, awarded to the best match-winning performance, for 
his 109* against Great Brickhill.   
The Calder Cup for the best performance by a young cricketer 
went to Tristan Armitage for his effort of eight overs, three 
wickets for just 17 runs against Bletchley 2s.   
Fellow 16-year-old George Walter picked up the Cutler Cup 
for the most promising junior cricketer – George got 20 
wickets over the course of the season.   
The final cricketing award is the Dumpy Salver, handed out 
to the best all round performance in a league fixture. Ed 
Robinson won that after taking three wickets and scoring 70 
against Banbury 2s.  
And finally, long-serving board member Paul Marsh was the 
deserved winner of the Thomas Chapman Memorial Award, 
chosen by the chairman for all round contributions to the 
club.  
Although he wasn’t an award winner this year, special 
mention must also go to vice-chairman Lee Beesley, or MR 
LMCC as he is known to many, who took his 800th Cherwell 
League wicket at the end of August. That leaves him third in 
the all-time list for the league – a phenomenal achievement.   
Off the pitch, the club continues to make great strides and are 
incredibly thankful for all the support it has received from 
villagers in the past month or two. It has been really great to 
see so many new faces at the club, making the most of our bar 
and beautiful ground. We look forward to welcoming you 
back next summer.   
We are also excited to announce CD Lane Building 
Contractors as our club sponsor for the next two seasons. It is 
great to have a local business on board and supporting the 
club – please do mention the club if you look to CD Lane for 
a quote. LMCC does still have space for a ball sponsor for the 
next season and any local business looking to get involved is 
more than welcome.   
And a final reminder that our second ever LMCC 10K Fun 
Run takes place on October 25th after it proved a popular 
event last year.   
The run can be entered via our club website and will adhere 
to all the relevant COVID rules!   
If you decide over the winter months that you want to take up 
cricket, return to a sport you used to play or you have kids 
who want to get involved, please contact Lee Beesley on 
07923 462037.   

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Conker Season! 
 

WHILST not unique, the two specimen horse chestnuts 
in the cricket field are some of the more obvious horse 
chestnut trees that live within the parish. 
 

There are a number of horse chestnuts, both white and 
red, mainly as part of hedgerows or a group of trees 
and so less noticeable, and this is the time of year when 
the winds blow down the ripened fruits, often exposing 
the ripe, shiny brown nuts once they hit the ground.   
 

Whilst recently, inappropriate use of a catch all ‘health 
and safety’ excuse has resulted in the ‘banning’ of the 
traditional game of conkers, this year an alternative 
health and safety issue, that of getting too physically 
close to your opponent, will be restricting practice of this 
tradition.  Perhaps for the younger generation, a 
conkers video game should be created? 

 

Gathering freshly fallen conkers and engaging in games 
with your own cats (or from a cat’s perspective, they 
may allow their human staff to provide entertainment for 
them) still appears to be permissible (this is subject to 
change!). 
 

Leaving conkers for squirrels to gather and bury as one 
of their winter food sources can result in unexpected 
horse chestnut saplings growing come spring.  So, 
should you believe that the local squirrels are not in 
need of additional winter food supplies, have you been 
out collecting them for their spider repelling properties?  
This year I have ‘rescued’ a few from the road (to avoid 
them just being squashed into ‘nothingness’) and after a 
short life of being a novel cat toy, am intending to test 
whether a container of conkers will reduce the 
attractiveness of coming inside for the (mainly orb) 
spiders that have previously decided that the house is 
the place to be, come the chillier autumn mornings. 
 

Traditionally horse chestnuts have been one of the 
earlier trees to turn their leaves from green into the 
autumnal shades of gold, these days our trees are 
doing this earlier and due to infection ahead of autumn. 
It is thought that gathering and burning of the infected 
leaves will reduce transmission of the disease. 
 

With their spires of candelabra like flowers in the spring, 
there are few trees that have more noticeably 
spectacular flowers.  A welcome sign that spring is 
progressing that this year was not so noticeable for me, 
as the regular cycle to the station, passing by the cricket 
club’s marvelous trees was interrupted by the edict to 
refrain from going out to work. 
 

So this year, here I am collecting some of the warm 
brown, amazingly tactile fruits of the horse chestnuts, 
which are surviving in spite of the new disease that has 
been introduced from overseas. 
 

Let’s hope that next year we too will be surviving this 
new virus and be able to come back together as a 
community to celebrate the good things in our parish. 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 
 no extra charge. 

 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 
Welding -  
Tyres -  
Wheels balanced -  
Batteries -  
Exhausts -  
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servic-
ing  
and repairs  

 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 

New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 
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 Letter to the editor ... 

Dear Villagers  
 

CURRENTLY in and around Wilstone something has 
completely got out of hand. Can you guys on the Parish 
Council help or advise in any way?  Or better still can 
villagers help eradicate this horrible thing? 

 

The problem is dog poo.  Lately it’s littering: 
 Footpaths 

 green verges 

 areas where signs are on view asking dog owners to 
pick up 

 even the whole area near the children’s playground 

and the playing fields behind the village hall are littered with 
it.  This is despite bins being readily available into which the 
poo bags can be put.  Along the canal so many people 
exercise their dogs and without any respect allow their dogs 
to deposit on pathways plus on or near the fishing pegs.  
Absolutely totally disgusting.  Not only that, there are too 
many dogs left to their own devices; instead dog owners must 
ensure keeping their pets on their leads.  There are so many 
responsible dog owners like myself who are appalled with 
what’s going on, hence this is why I’m writing to you. 
 

There is a shortage of bins along the canal and I was appalled 
to hear that they are being withdrawn from local areas as now 
it’s ok to put the bags into the grey bins collected by local 
authorities, so shortly the council may not be providing these 
bins due to costs etc.  This will result in more plastic poo 
bags littering the hedges and verges. All because uncaring 
dog owners won’t do the right thing, which is pick up and bin 
it. Incidentally there are many dog owners who are not 
residents of Wilstone who use the area to exercise their pets. 

The poster above was designed by Izzy Alwyn of Long 
Marston School for Tring Rural Council. The Council 
hoped that the children’s designs will be more effective 
than the official signs  

Over the years we have had many initiatives on this problem.  
In 2010 we had ‘Scope the Poop’ with kids posters, then the 
phantom orange paint sprayer and the more recent threat of 
significant fines. Yet none seem to have any lasting effect. Ed  
 

 

The poster to the left was designed by Emma Killin of Long 
Marston school . 

I’m really hoping through our Parish Council’s experience they 
may be able to assist. In the meantime how about individual dog 
owners putting up notices in their areas in order to alert 
irresponsible dog owners. 
 

Let’s keep our village(s) clean. 
 

I do believe all dog owners love their pets but that’s not good 
enough.  Loving your pets and acting irresponsibly just doesn’t 
make sense. 
 

So please, please pick up. 
 

Yours  
Acting dog warden  
(Name and address supplied). 
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Could you be a News Reporter? 
 

Village News is in great need of  additional reporters to 
cover not only the ever growing number of local events 
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal 
slant on village life. 
 

No previous experience is required and the amount of 
time given would depend purely on individual  
circumstances. 
 

If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on 
01442 826976 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  
12 noon to 4pm 

 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 

 Excellent value and fully insured 

 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 

www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting  
Here we are again 
The latest virtual parish council meeting took place on 
September 2nd at 7pm. 
Everyone has got the hang of it now, so all went smoothly. 
Chair Cllr Godwin was optimistic that the next meeting could 
be held face-to-face, until clerk Usha pointed out that Covid-

19 transmission rates in Dacorum were starting to rise. So, 
who knows where we will all be by the time this edition of 
Village News drops through our letter boxes? 

 

Fields of gold? 
The TRPC has objected to the proposed development of 28 
dwellings at Tring Road, Wilstone (past Wilstone Wharf, over 
the bridge, first field on the left). Cllr J Fox stated that the 
development is contrary to policies in the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Dacorum’s core strategy, and hopes 
that the application will go to a planning committee for 
decision. The original scheme was only for 15 units; the 
current proposal includes 50% affordable housing and would 
include parking, garaging and the creation of a ‘public open 
space’. 
Cllr J Fox also raised the issue of imminent changes to 
government planning rules – https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/pm-build-build-build. New regulations will give greater 
freedom for buildings and land in town centres to change use 
without planning permission and create new homes from the 
regeneration of vacant and redundant buildings.  It is hoped 
that rural areas would remain protected.  Councils will have 
three years to identify areas of growth and protection.  

Hertfordshire county and local councils are currently 
considering moving towards a single unitary council.  
 

Wacky races 
The objection raised by TRPC to Dacorum Borough Council/
AVDC regarding the temporary use of land at the airfield site 
off Lukes Lane, Gubblecote, for filming, has gone unheeded. 
A resident has complained that Lukes Lane is like “Wacky 
races” due to the size of the vehicles accessing the site; the 
film liaison officer has apologised.  
 

Stop the pigeon!* 

The sudden removal of trees, undergrowth and disturbance of 
wildlife on an area of land at Tring Road, Wilstone, next to 
Dixon’s Wharf, over the bank holiday weekend has caused 
concern. It was suggested that badger setts had been 
destroyed. However, Cllr J Fox reported that two ecological 
surveys had been carried out when development of Dixon’s 
Wharf was first planned. Cllr J Fox recommended viewing the 
original reports, which stated that there was no evidence of 
badger setts or protected flora and fauna. The reports can be 
accessed via Dacorum’s planning portal and the reference 
numbers are 4/01525/07/MFA (dated 2006) and 4/01533/12/
MFA (dated 2009). 
 

Under ground, over ground… 

Cllr N Fox gave a very brief interim update about the drainage 
investigations in Long Marston: a pipe near the Boot 
extending under the road had collapsed. This was replaced but 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-build-build-build
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-build-build-build
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Tring Rural Parish Council 
contacts 
Your Parish Councillors are:     
Steven Godwin(Chairman)       07487852830 

smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Nigel Fox     01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
Doug Chalmers          07885 962818 

Mary Davis           075160344248 

Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Jean Fox  01442 825846 

jeanannefox@yahoo.com 

The Clerk to the Council is : 
Chloe Collins    07516 344248  
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  
The Villages Warden is: 
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

it was discovered that a pipe under Chapel Lane was also 
blocked, so the water still couldn’t drain away. 
Cllr Chalmers stated that Herts county council had been 
looking into the culverts and ditches in Astrope, which 
have been damaged by heavy machinery driving over 
them, and are therefore not draining/flowing as they 
should be. They will be checking them and putting them 
back to where they were. He added that Herts CC are not 
responsible for draining fields. 
 

…Wombling free? 

Cllr N Fox reported that the Nursery group at Victory 
Hall had requested of the Hall committee to use the access 
road at the side of the hall for their outdoor play 
equipment.  The Hall committee suggested they use the 
car park instead, as that is their responsibility. Both Hall 
committee and TRPC have advised that the access road 
cannot be used because it blocks access to the recreation 
ground for emergency vehicles and disabled users. 
 

Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 7th October, check the TRPC website for 
details. 
 

 

*The reporter reassures you that no pigeons were harmed 
during the writing of this report. 

Poetry to the rescue—WI news 
by Maggy Winship 

 

BY popular request we held our first WI meeting since 
March on the 8th September. After carefully preparing 
the hall with plenty of anti-bacterial spray, and setting 
out the seats at a safe social distance we were 
pleased to welcome 11 members to our meeting. We 
had decided to hold a produce auction and plenty of 
home grown veg, bottles of wine, and jars of 
homemade marmalade and jam were displayed on 
the stage as well as some bric-a-brac items. The 
bidding went briskly and we ended up with a grand 
total of £56.00 to send to the ACWW charity which 
supports women worldwide. 
 

We also had a poetry session from Gill McDonald who 
read us a wonderful selection of her works, many of 
which were written in Lockdown. 
 

Our evening drew to a close with a free raffle and a 
prize for everyone. 
 

Despite the masks and social distancing everybody 
agreed that it had been lovely to see each other again 
after so many months, and we all look forward to the 
next time this will be possible. 

If you never done Sudoku this is the one for you.   
Look at the top row of boxes there has to be a 3 in 
the right hand box and it can only go in the top row.  
Now look at the middle row, check out the 2 and 6.  

Solution on page 14 

No 142 Easy 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting  
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JOBS FOR JO No time, energy or inclination? Ask Jo to do the job for you Garden tidying – regular and one offs Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale Fence painting  Small internal decorating  General help and assistance-Clutter clearing Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 

Hello! If you are self-isolating, we 
can help you 

Coronavirus is contagious. Avoid physical contact 
within 2 metres. 
Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly for 2 
minutes.  
Shopping will be left on your doorstep and we let you 
know it is there. 

 

Name: ………………………………………….. 
 

I live locally in:  Wilstone / Long Marston / Gubblecote / 
Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope  - please circle as appropriate  
 

My phone number is: ………………………………………. 
If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can help 
with: 
Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone Community 
Shop, or if  not available  we will try elsewhere. 
 

Posting mail                                                 
Urgent supplies                                                                      
A friendly phone call from someone in the villages  
 Please get someone to drop this form into the community 
shop, and we will contact you to get to know your needs. 
 

This is a voluntary community service provided by Wilstone 
Community Shop in these difficult times. We will do our  
best to help you, for free.   

 

Standard rate £1.50 a bottle 

We can also press juice for cider! 
 

For more details call or text Nigel 07950809851 

Or follow us on Facebook 

The Apple Workshop 

P E Mead and Sons Farm Shop 

Lower Icknield Way, Tring,HP23 4NT. 
 

Trings Own Apple Juice 
 

Give your  surplus apples and pears a shelf life by 
turning them into 100% pure delicious juice! 
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‘No good ever came from holding a grudge…..’ 
HAVE you ever been in a situation where you have avoided 
confrontation in favour of seeking the path of least resistance?  
It could be for any number of reasons; we could find it hard to 
articulate our feelings, it could be a very sensitive subject, we 
might think that we are going to offend someone, we may feel 
it’s simpler to put to it to the backs of our minds, we might be 
afraid of the consequences or the other person’s reaction, we 
might convince ourselves that we are being too sensitive. 
Of course there are all sorts of scenarios when we may have 
deliberately chosen to let something go to avoid a big 
argument, many will have been so insignificant that that would 
have been the correct thing to do, no matter who was 
perceived to be ‘in the right’. 
However, the more troubling situations are when, because 
nothing was said early on, it has now festered into something 
unmanageable, unworkable, potentially ruining an otherwise 
good relationship. Even if the initial issue was a small one, if 
not handled early on can erupt into something huge, 
potentially causing permanent damage to the relationship - to 
the point that you may even struggling to remember what the 
initial reason even was! 
I’m sure we can all think of that friend, who over the years we 
just lost touch with, it happens as our lives move on and 
evolve, however how many of us lost contact over a small 
disagreement.  A common one I’ve come across is, ‘well it 
was always me calling them, so I left to see how long it would 
take for them to call me...’ as if setting a trap for someone to 
fall into - goodness if you want to speak to them, does it really 
matter if it’s always you calling?  If they are happy to hear 
from you then carry on, maybe they really appreciate the fact 
that you reach out. 

The basic principles of human interaction are often ignored, 
we need to speak to each other! 
I wonder how often we might have spoken to someone else, 
maybe even complained or gossiped about the behaviour of 
the other person, without speaking to them ourselves or simply 
deciding to let it go silently. 
Avoiding the situation will not improve it, people lose touch 
with friends and family because they have not addressed an 
issue, with devasting long term results.  No good ever came 
from holding a grudge.  It is uncomfortable, painful and 
awkward to get started, but in most cases things can be 
resolved with love, respect and prayer.  In the Bible (Matthew 
18 verses 15-20), Jesus encourages us to talk out our 
differences with love, grace and forgiveness.  Peace, after all, 
is what God (and us for that matter) want for this world. 
So this week, have courage to take a step in approaching that 
person you may have been avoiding or lost contact with, 
reflect or pray before, and either resolve to put the past behind 
you and forgive unconditionally or try to have an open and 
honest conversation, listen and love; work out what you can 
do to put things right. 
Every blessing, 

 

  From the Vicarage                                               by Rev’d Sarah Marshall 

WE are pleased to say the Library continues to be open, and 
maintain a safe environment so we look forward to welcoming 
you.  We have been complimented on our safety measures, 
and for the fact that we were one of the first community 
libraries to re-open. Our latest opening times are posted on our 
website, but at the time of writing they are Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays 2-5pm.  We hope to extend this to 
include Saturdays in the near future.  In the meantime the drop 
box is still available in the Town Hall foyer, so you may return 
items on other days, when the foyer is open.   
 

The fines amnesty ends on 30th September, so please make 
sure you have returned any outstanding items by this date. 
 

The Beacon Villages Community Library AGM was held on 
19th September, via Zoom. The reports presented at that 
meeting are on our website, and the Minutes will be added in 
due course. 
 

At the meeting the committee was confirmed as: 
Avril Davies, chair, 
Colin Arney, treasurer 
Janet Page, secretary 

committee members  
Gill Arney, Dave Frearson and Derek Peverill. 
 

Anyone interested in joining the committee is welcome to get 
in touch with us. We can co-opt members at any time 
throughout the year. 
 

Thanks were expressed to the retiring committee members 
Dave Chang and Ann Broadbent. 
 

Beacon Villages Community Library 

Run by the community, for the community 

www.bvcl.org.uk 

General enquiries: info@bvcl.org.uk 01296 387890 

Committee enquiries: secretary@bvcl.org.uk 

 

Opening times: 
 

Tuesday 2pm - 5pm 

Thursday 2pm - 5pm 

Friday 2pm - 5pm 

News from Ivinghoe library                          By Janet Page 
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Solution No 142 

AS I have mentioned before on this page, my mum has 
dementia and no longer knows who I am or where she is.  
Sometimes she talks about random events from her past or 
recognises someone from one of the photographs in her 
room, but these occasions are rare and becoming more 
infrequent.  This is a terrible disease that robs families of 
their loved ones and the chance to pass on stories and 
memories which are such a critical part of family, and local, 
history. 
I have been lucky as my mother would write on the back of 
lots of photographs, and so I know who the majority of the 
sepia toned people are and they are a rum looking bunch!  
Others are not so lucky, and there are plenty of people who 
have uncovered family photos which have no notation or 
reference on them. 
It’s the same with local history memories; plenty of people 
know someone who will regularly be heard to say “I 
remember when all this were fields”  and can tell you exactly 
who lived where when the property was originally built, or 
what was there before that.  They know so much and yet so 
often their memories are not collected or saved for future 
generations. 
This, together with an outpouring of old photographs on 
assorted social media sites, got me thinking and I would like 
to share an idea with you.  Long Marston, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Gubblecote and Wilstone have all changed 
massively over the last 100 years, and many people who now 

Mum’s Memories      by Sally Smith 

live in the area know very little about its history.  I would 
therefore like to invite you and anyone who lived in the area 
in their youth, to help compile a book of photographs and 
memories.  Everyone I have spoken to about it has agreed it’s 
a good idea and one that they would either like to contribute 
towards or purchase once it is published. 
So, what do you think?  Do you have any photographs or 
memories that you would be willing to share, to help create a 
memory book of the local area?  If so, please let me know 
either by e-mail or by dropping me a line.  I live in one of the 
old ‘Ministry’ houses on Long Marston Road, on the 
Marsworth side of the old airfield – and there’s another story! 
e-mail:  longmarstonhorti@gmail 

address:  6 Long Marston Road, Gubblecote, HP23 4NF 
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The last witch hunt or Ruth Osborne revived       by John Noakes                                                                     
Chapter 4   A mob hunt down Ruth and John Osborne 

A MOB once released becomes 
almost unstoppable. It can in addition 
be manipulated by malign influences 
and individuals to their own ends. 
Here we can see this taking place. 
Following the announcements by the 
Town Cryer, William Dell, at Hemel 
Hempstead, Wilstone and Leighton 
Buzzard, hundreds of people from far 
and wide descended on Tring to what 
they considered to be the sport of 
ducking. 
Dislocation between rural 
communities and the large towns 
occurs again. Nobody in authority 
was aware centrally that this mob was 
likely to set off a riot in Tring. The 
only person to have any power or 
authority was Sebastian Grace, the 
local constable and blacksmith. 
Totally outnumbered, he was wisely 
persuaded not to intervene. 
Matthew Barton, overseer to the poor 
in Tring sensed danger was 
approaching put Ruth and John 
Osborne in the local workhouse for safety. However on 
Sunday evening 21st April he considered that this was not 
secure enough so he hid them in the vestry of Tring Church 
early on Monday 22nd April. 
Now the mob increasing in size and becoming more violent 
descended on the workhouse and demanded that John 
Tomkins, the master of the workhouse open the gates. When 
he refused they started to wreck the building so he was forced 
to acquiesce. On opening the gates they were unable to find 
the old couple, they then continued 
to threated John Tomkins and his 
building so much so that he was 
forced to take them to Tring Church 
where he knew they were hiding 
and open up the vestry. 
They discovered the terrified 
couple cowering there and they 
dragged them out, taking them in 
the direction of Gubblecote and 
Wilstone. 
The mob now worse for wear from 
liquor sought out a local pond with 
intention of ducking them. Where 
this pond was or is no-one is 
certain. It could have dried up or a 
stream damned to artificially create 
a pond? 

Several people tried to stop this 
terrible impending event but like 
Sebastian Grace, found themselves 
totally outnumbered and so unable 
to Influence the outcome.  
A woodcut produced after the time showed the act of ducking 

this poor woman. This event is 
depicted in front of a large elegant 
house whose position is not known 
and possibly never existed. Another 
picture somewhat more gruesome 
depicts the poor woman being pushed 
under the water by a man perhaps 
Thomas Colley? 

What did take place was that the 
couple were thrown into this pond, 
wherever it was. They were pushed 
under the water many times; Ruth 
made valiant attempts to surface but 
was pushed down repeatedly. Finally 
when lifeless she and her husband 
were thrown on the bank assumed to 
be dead. 
Several individuals took the lead in 
this dreadful event some and certainly 
not all were named in the enquiry and 
legal events to come. 
The couple were then taken to an inn 
in Wilstone most probably The Half 
Moon where the landlord, with the 
unlikely name of Bolos Molongs, put 

them upstairs on a bed where it appeared that Ruth was dead. 
Following this dreadful event the mob having enjoyed their 
“sport” dispersed to various parts of Hertfordshire and 
adjoining areas. 
This was undoubtedly murder but many folk would not accept 
this as they were unaware that the government of King George 
2nd had banned this practice several years previously. 
The law would have to take action or attempt to do so. 

Next month the final episode and Colley meets his fate assured 
by a large military escort. 
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Christmas—there we said it! 
Oh yes it is, it’s time for us to start planning for Christmas, 
whatever that may look like this year.  We have already or-
dered our mincemeat jam jars and Christmas pudding bowls. 

Discussions are underway and some orders have already been 
placed, we know this Christmas it may be difficult to person-
alise your gifts, we are hoping to help… 

Watch this space and keep an eye on our Facebook page. 

Did you know? 

5 Star Rating 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 

 

We aim to serve the Community by:  Tel: 01442 –891167 

 keeping prices fair 

 Offering a wide range of goods and services 

 Stocking home-made and local produce 

 Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work 

This year, our annual Environmental Health spot 
check included a review of our COVID 19 
procedures. 
 You will all be pleased to hear that Wilstone 
Community shop passed with flying colours.  All the 
measures that we have in place i.e. the alcohol gel for 
customers’ use on entering, the extra cleaning 
regime, ensuring only one customer in the shop at a 
time, compulsory staff visors/masks were all 
recognised and praised.  There wasn’t a single 
recommendation to be made to make the shop more 
COVID-19 secure. 
 This has been an enormous team effort of which we 
can all be very proud and we thank you for the part 
you, our customers have played in this.  Your 
continued support helps keep us all going! 
All our COVID measures will be staying in place for 
the foreseeable future.  Our aim is to make your visit 
to our shop the safest it can be and a safe place to 
volunteer. 
 The inspector was very complimentary and said we 
had a very good and lovely shop. 
 

We shall be proudly displaying our 5* rating! 

Always keen to have local produce, we have some new 
stock in the shop—local pressed apple juice and honey 
from Marsworth. 
 We also have a dry cleaning service, which we 
run with B-Smart dry cleaners of Berkhamsted.  Drop 
your dry cleaning into the shop on any day of the week 
and it will be collected and returned within a few days.  
There is also an express service available.   
 Working from home?  Why not take a morning break 
and walk over to us for a freshly made cappuccino or 
latte?  We always have a good stock of homemade 
cake and if you fancy something savoury why not try 
some of our highly recommended homemade sausage 
rolls or the other pies and pasties that are delivered 
daily from our local bakers. 

Lovely local apple juice 

We are open: Monday—Friday 

8.00 am—2 pm 

Saturdays 7.30—1 pm 

Sundays 9.00—12 pm 
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Remember this one! The Wilstone Community Shop Volunteers from 2015                                                Photo by John Painter 

AND typical of Wilstone’s great volunteering 
services. 
 

I had just been to the Wilstone Community Shop 
and purchased a Cornish pasty when the manageress 
offered me a lovely meaty pie for nothing, 
providing I consumed it on the day as it was at its 
best before day to eat. The next day it would have 
been out of date. Sadly I had to decline her kind 
offer, however I explained I would spread the news 
of a free pie on my way round the village. 
 

Within a short space of time I had 15 keen pie 
people ready and willing to avail of the offer. 
Two suggested I find out if the shop could deliver. 
Four asked if the pie was organic! Seven asked if 
there was anything else going free. The remaining 
Two appreciated the free pie and asked if they could 
be put on the village stores email list for free goods 
and in return they could possibly become part time 
members of the Wilstone volunteering services. 
 

I was flabbergasted at the responses. However I did 
tell them all that I would pass on their comments. 

How generous                                            by a happy pie chap 

Sounds like one of those logic puzzles, nice story but perhaps you don’t have to take every thing you read too literally...  Ed. 

This month we appear to have a focus on Wilstone; from 
appreciation of the shop above,  through the bright lines in 
the village hall car park and the proposed development, 
which we have featured on the front page. 
 

Sadly, we have, again been asked to raise the issue of 
owners not cleaning up after their dogs. 
 

Whilst most people already think Wilstone is great, let’s 
clean up the dogs’ acts. 
 

For everyone not in Wilstone, don’t forget that we accept 

pieces for publication from all the villages within the parish! So 
if you think that Wilstone has been ‘over represented’ in this 
edition, please send your contributions to the editor to redress the 
balance. 
 

We know that it has been a difficult year for everyone, and that 
there are very limited events going on. 
 

Especially as the nights get longer, please share with us the 
things that you are doing, whether virtual visits to other places or 
things in real life that have helped you and may inspire your 
neighbours! 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,  or 
is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-

ances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  
please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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THE hall car park, intended for use by hall hirers, is also used 
by local residents and visitors, because of the increasing 
problem of parking availability in the village. 
Following complaints from some hall hirers who have found 
it difficult to park for their events, the Hall Committee 
decided to paint parking bays to encourage people to park 
better, so marginally increasing capacity. 
However, it won’t solve the problem and parking in the 
village can only get worse, so this is only a short-term 
measure.  
The only long-term solution is to increase parking availability 
which would mean encroaching on the green space of the 
recreation ground. 

Just a few lines about Wilstone village hall car park  words and pictures by Peter Walker 

The Committee would like to Paul Turner for helping to 
create a compliant plan and to thank all the residents who 
cooperated with the request to move their cars elsewhere 
whilst the work was in progress. T Clubb of Cheddington 
Airfield carried out the work, made difficult because of the 
strange shape of the car park; whatever plan we drew up, 
taking into regulations, it still created ‘dead’ areas, but at least 
they can be used by hall hirers who don’t need to exit during 
their event. 
Incidentally, you may be interested to know that the lines are 
not actually paint; it is actually melted plastic, which then sets 
almost immediately on the surface and wears better. 

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 

• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 

• Free consultation and quote 

• References available 

 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 
fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 
charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   
 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            
www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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Peter Weedon 1942 - 2020            Family memories by Sophia Weedon 

Peter Weedon signed off on life on 15th August 2020, having spent 
most of his adult life in Wilstone, living in the Dog House literally 
but not metaphorically. 

He was born in Aylesbury to parents Jack and Dorothy in 1942 .He 
leaves behind his wife Carole, son Reeves, daughter-in-law Sue 
and grandchildren Daniel, Amelia and Sophia who remember him 
for his larger than life character and ready banter. 

He grew up in Aylesbury and played cricket for Buckinghamshire 
Schools, a wicket keeper renowned for his blistering speed. Later 
he played for Long Marston CC. He played football for Aylesbury 
United, left back but not in the changing rooms. 

Peter served his engineering apprenticeship with The Bifurcated 
and Tubular Rivet Company, Aylesbury. Peter called it Rivets. He 
always claimed that he made more money from his football 
expenses than he did from his apprenticeship. 

He later worked for the printers Hazell, Watson and Viney. He 
made a further move into heavy engineering at the former Pitstone 
Cement works.   

Peter's status in Wilstone was demonstrated by the huge turnout 
outside the St Cross church at his funeral on the 4th of September 
2020, he would have been very proud. We his family certainly 
were. 

He married Carole in 1964 and fathered his only child, a son 
Reeves, two years later. He was a single handicap golfer himself 
playing off  8 but steered Reeves to captain Great Britain and 
Ireland from the age of fifteen. 

Peter had many interests over the years and a love for dogs, music 
and  reading. Cindy his black Labrador led him into beating for a 
local shoot and into many a fine pickle. His classic story was about 
the occasion  after a shoot when  he brought home the wrong dog 
which Carole was quick to spot. He also in retirement took up 
fishing and spent many happy hours by the canal with friends.  

He took part in the Wilstone to Chesham Walk (there and back) to 
raise money to build the current Village Hall.  

For several years he entered the sponsored Bike and Hike event 
raising money for the church. Peter’s route  involved visiting 14 
local churches and about 18 miles of cycling. That may not seem 
much but some of the churches offered the riders refreshments - tea 
,sandwiches and cakes. Apparently St Marys Puttenham was top of 
the list together with the RAF Church at Halton. 

On one  occasion  between Marsworth and Long Marston Peter 
stopped at the local garage as one of his pedals had become loose 
and asked the mechanic   “can you f ix this my friend  I‘m cycling 
for Jesus”. 

He will be remembered in Wilstone for his legendary Victoria 
sponge, ukulele, choir singing, and love for his family. 

Loved ones that cleared the path for Peter are Ben Reeves of the 
desert rats, Hilda Reeves an unusually forgiving traffic warden, 
Jack Weedon a wartime farrier, Dorothy manageress of Hazel Club 
and his sister Barbara. 

We all end up as stories but Peter’s was a happy one. 

Peter about to show son Reeves that blistering speed!  
The Half Moon  over 35’s v the under 35’s at Long Marston CC, 
circa 1992, 



Village News 

Village News  

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Send your editorial contributions, 
articles, event notices, news and pictures 
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 
case) 
 

Deadline for items to go in the November 
edition is: Wednesday 21 October 2020 

 

The editor will be Colin Davenport 

 Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Damien Hewitt supported by PC Laz Clark , PC 
Sarah Scanlon, PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO 
Lindsey Cunningham           01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services       01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency           0845 988 1188 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter                       07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                               07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs                        01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    

Churchwarden  Ken Martin        01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis         01442 822170 

Churchwarden  Christine Rutter                 07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister       01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Steven Godwin                   07487852830 

Email: smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman                       01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann          01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles                 chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams           07925 185311 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl                         01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman             01296 668054 

Long Marston School          01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
Gagan Mohindra MP                               02072 193000 

gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                                          01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore                                             01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                             01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus                                     01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short                              01442 823096 

WI 

Pam Edmonds                       01296 661370 

Wilstone Community Shop                 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

  Local names and numbers 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 



Village News 

I WAS delighted to be asked to continue the series of pen 
pictures of the editorial team and looked forward to meeting 
my first interviewee, Colin Davenport. I parked in the 
driveway of his impressive house in Chapel Fields, 
Wilstone, expecting a warm welcome; instead I was greeted 
with aggression, not from Colin but from the little dog 
Whisky who clearly did not approve of visiting interviewers. 
After the barking had ceased and Colin had finally placed 
Whisky in the kitchen with much apology, we got down to 
business (though with lots of barking as background noise). 
Colin was, by contrast, very welcoming, describing his life 
and career in open fashion, even though, from a family point 
of view, his life has been very much a roller coaster. Colin 
was a wartime baby and grew up in Palmers Green, North 
London, the son of a Civil Engineer who worked for 
Whitbread Brewery in a senior position. As was the norm in 
those days, his mother was the homemaker who gave up her 
career to look after the family. He passed what was then the 
eleven plus exam and attended Minchenden Grammar 
School, also in North London. After passing A levels in 
scientific subjects, Colin decided, against his father’s 
wishes, not to go to University. During the 1950s, direct 
entry to work was a common choice for those sixth formers 
who did not aim for an academic career. 
Colin had already had some work experience in Whitbread 
during his time in the sixth form and decided to join the 
company on leaving school, working in their laboratories in 
London and later the North West. After a couple of years he 
decided that a better future lay in store in the beer 
production side. I wondered if this was because of closer 
access to the product and Colin admitted that a fringe 
benefit was the availability of free samples! 
After a six month course in local production management, 

Colin was delighted to be asked to take a production 
management appointment in Brussels – a much bigger deal 
than it would be today – and he was there for two and a half 
years. He had a bachelor flat, a Sunbeam Alpine and a great 
time, including meeting his first wife Daphne whom he 
married on his return to the UK in 1967. All good things have 
to come to an end and, after the joys of cosmopolitan Brussels, 
Whitbread decided to move him to Scotland and the 
newlyweds had to start their married life in 1960s Glasgow, 
not the ideal home town in those days. 
After a spell in the Luton factory, Colin was appointed to a 
senior roving role and became a close friend of the M1, M4 
and M6, inspecting and advising Whitbread plants and their 
suppliers throughout the country; he remained with the 
company until his retirement in 1996. He lived in 
Edlesborough during this time but the roller coaster of his 
family life had hit its first low point when Daphne died of 
cancer in 1994.  
Colin’s life post retirement was helped by a number of 
positive developments. He married his second wife Valerie 
and moved to Wilstone in 1997; he also took on the perfect 
post retirement job with a company called Cask Marque, 
checking the quality of beer in London pubs. He enjoyed 
retirement, filling his time with gardening, tennis, badminton 
and village community activities, including organising the 
village fete and being Chair of the Village Hall Committee, as 
well as editing this Newsletter. He also worked as a volunteer 
with Age Concern on their handy person scheme, doing small 
jobs for older citizens and hospital driving.  And he was able 
to take further a lifetime interest in classic and sports cars; he 

made me jealous by recounting those he has owned, including 
his present treasure, an 1950s MG sports car. 
Sadly this contented retirement was badly hit by another 
intervention of the roller coaster when Valerie also died of 
cancer in 2004, which would have made anyone feel that life 
had not been fair. But Colin is obviously made of stern stuff 
because, through Friends Reunited, he made contact with his 
present wife Heather whom he had known as a teenager, 
before his move to Belgium.  
They married in 2007 and enjoy retirement together in 
Wilstone. This has enabled Colin first hand to observe the joys 
of owning horses; Heather is a former national champion at 
Indoor Carriage Driving and she still owns a part share in a 
competition horse  for three day eventing. This union also 
enabled Colin – who as a lifestyle choice has never had 
children – to get to know Heather’s son and two grandchildren 
who now live in New Zealand. 
Colin’s other interests include travelling, particularly in his 
beloved MG in which he and Heather have motored through 
many European countries. The love of MGs also leads to 
pleasant social activities with ‘MG Friends’ and he and 
Heather are also enthusiastic Bridge players. It is these social 
activities which he has missed most during the lockdown. 
He enjoys the editorship of the Newsletter, though it 
challenges his computer skills and has led to the odd panic, 
once when all copy was lost just before printing. He was 
rescued by another editor, Phil Buchi, a typical example of the 
way that the team work well together. Colin revealed that the 
work on each edition takes about 20-25 hours; we should all 
be grateful for the time and effort they put in. 

Know your editorial team                        by Alan Warner 



Village News 

WELL, what a year it has been!  As if Covid wasn’t enough 
the elements threw everything at us. Those late frosts 
reminiscent of January  in their intensity, they even killed the 
leaves on our walnut tree, which really didn’t recover all year.  
Then torrential rain, and those high winds which blew 
everything off its feet.  Then finally the hot, hot sun.  But 
despite all these setbacks the allotments have thrived.  The 
produce that has been grown has been outstanding in some 
areas.  Finishing up with sweetcorn to die for.  A very 
different vegetable to what you buy in the shops, in fact my 
son-in-law just couldn’t believe it was the same thing.   
I think it helped that, due to the lockdown, everyone was able 
to give them that bit of extra time.  It was the one thing you 
could do without having to worry. 

Sadly we were not able to have our social get-together or 
award the cup for the best allotment.  But I think the judges 
were quite relieved about that!  When they looked round they 
all agreed that it would have been so difficult to choose this 
year they all were of such a high standard.  One with its lawn 
and hanging baskets and another which is so immaculate it is 
the envy of us all. 
 

As we continue to harvest the results of all our hard labour, I 
am sure we are wondering when we will return to the good 
old days, without social distancing and masks. 
So, thank goodness for our gardens and our allotments; a bit 
of sanity in this mad world we are inhabiting at the moment. 

Photo by Alison Beck, of produce grown by Les at the 
Potash allotments and harvested in June 

 

Les has gone into flowers a lot this year.  Later in the year the 
whole allotment will be overrun with squashes and pumpkins.  
It’s been a great year for some things and rubbish for others – 
much as usual! 
 

Without the usual celebrations of harvest taking place in our 
churches this year, this is our  ‘alternative’ harvest feature.  
 

The late hard frost really caught all the fruit trees, not just 
Joan’s walnut and decimated the fruit harvest before it started 
growing.  The early potatoes were coming through and those 
that weren't protected suffered too. 
 

Here’s to no early frosts, like the one last year, to help the 
squash and other later crops make the most of the late 
sunshine. 
 

Finally, thank you to the toad for pest control, and sorry for 
disturbing your nap when I did some weeding. Ed 

A Potash allotments year                                                         by Joan Dean 


