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LAXTON PROPERTIES is a residential 

developer based in Berkhamsted which is 

proposing a development of 10 houses at 

Glebe Meadow comprising 8 three 

bedroom houses and 2 four bedroom 

properties. 

 

The homes will be of traditional 

appearance, with a mixture of slate and tile 

roofs, designed to be in keeping with the 

village and the development will also 

provide an area of car parking for the 

church. 

 

Glebe Meadow: Proposed development on land next to All Saints 

Church, Long Marston                                                   by Ed Whetham 

All images copyright of: 

Access will be roughly where the existing access 

point is for the paddock and will accord with the 

required standards for visibility.  The existing 

large trees on the boundary with the church will 

be protected and the hedgerow along the south 

and west boundaries will be retained where 

possible, or replaced where it is required to be 

removed. 

 

Surface water from the development will be 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Words and photo by Amanda Russell 

 

Another afternoon of Wilstone rounders was 

squeezed into the village calendar in September, 

with players of all ages joining in for the first 

time and many familiar faces too. There were 

rounders galore, light hearted banter, challenges 

to the umpire’s decisions and a general level of 

competitiveness that this game seems to bring out 

in Wilstone villagers! An enthusiastic group of 

well-practised spectators cheered on the teams 

from the sidelines. 

 

The afternoon was brought to a close by 

celebrating Angela Taylor’s birthday, who was 

blindfolded and given the challenge of attempting 

to break open a piñata (papier mâché container 

filled with sweets), by hitting it with a stick 

whilst suspended from a rope (the piñata, not 

Angela!). 

 

Rounders will be back again next year, so look 

out for notifications on Everything Wilstone’s 

Facebook page and in the village shop. Perhaps 

Wilstone has found its new sport?  

If you can’t see whether you’re a winner of our hundred’s club, turn to page 19 Wilstone’s new sport? 
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Editor this month: Caroline Clist 
Editorial Team  

 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 

and Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

Team organiser 

Jean Fox    01442 825846 

 

 

As the nights draw in, and the summer fades into the 

distance, we have an edition split between looking back to 

the past and forward to things to come. 

 

The harvest has been gathered and we have reports of what 

this has meant at the allotments in Wilstone and Long 

Marston.  In addition there has been the Harvest Festival 

service at St. Cross. 

 

Looking forward, to his future, we wish Didier to fare well 

in whatever new challenges he has to face. 

 

We also provide some information about the proposed 

development at Glebe Meadow and encourage you to 

provide your thoughts to the developers, if you have not 

already done so. 

 

My thanks to all who contributed to this month’s edition, 

and apologies for not responding to you as quickly as I 

would have liked. 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

The next edition will be for November and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 16 October 2019. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! All Saints  Long Marston  

6th Oct 2019 – Trinity 16 
10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  

3.30pm – Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

12th Oct 2019  

2.00pm – Baptism at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

13th Oct 2019 –Trinity 17 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Reverend Didier’s Farewell to St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

20th Oct 2019 – Trinity 18 
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  

3.30pm – No Service at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

4.00pm – Tring church, Farewell  to Reverend Didier service 

 

22nd Oct 2019  

10am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

27th Oct 2019 – Bible Sunday, Last Sunday after Trinity 
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 
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 What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 
Wednesday 2 October 8.00pm Wilstone village hall.  

Wednesday 6 November 8.00pm Puttenham village hall. 

Diary Dates.. 
Tuesday 1 October 
6.30-8.30pm Travel Impressions event Tring (see page 22) 
Saturday 5 October 
Puttenham Jumble Sale 
Wednesday 9 October 
Wednesday at One 1 – 5pm Long Marston Village Hall 
Friday 11 October 
Cecilia Tea Rooms 
Wilstone shop public meeting, Wilstone hall, 7pm 
Saturday 12 October 
Long Marston and Puttenham litter pick, start 10am 
Sunday 13 October 
Pitstone Green Farm Museum Open Day, 11am to 5pm 

Friday Oct 18  
Wilstone Film Night - Rocketman, see page 6 
Sunday 20 October 
Long Marston CC 10k Fun Run, see below 

Saturday 26 October 
Puttenham Trust’s October Supper 
Wednesday 13 November 
Wednesday at One 1 – 5pm Long Marston Village Hall 
Friday November 15  
Wilstone Film Night 
Wednesday 11 December 
Wednesday at One 1 – 5pm Long Marston Village Hall 
Friday December 13 
Wilstone Film Nights 
Friday Jan 17,  Feb 21,  Mar 20, and Apr 17 

 
MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   

Registered Charity No. 1077157 
 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 2020, but are 
concerned that financial resources might not match up to the 
requirements? Are you under the age of 22? Have you lived in 

Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring, 
Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three years? 

 
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to Tring 

Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for information and 
an application form. 

Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education 
 

Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 01442 
827913 

Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk 
 

Please note that the closing date is 15 November 2019, to 

lodge a completed application for grants payable from autumn 
the following year. 

 

The Long Marston Cricket Club 
 

10k Fun Run  
 

Calling all local runners: 
and anyone who wants to give running a try. 

 
Long Marston Cricket Club are hosting our very first 10k 

Fun Run: 
 

Sunday 20th October 
 
Runners of all abilities are welcome to take part with the 
route starting and ending on the Marlins outfield. 
 
The entire run is taking place off-road, going through the 
countryside near the club. 
 

All runners receive a medal at the end! 
 

Anyone interested can visit: 
 www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub  

for more info! 
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Supported by The Wilstone  Community Shop 

What’s on ... continued 
 

ST. CROSS WILSTONE 

 

ROSEMARY FOR 

REMEMBRANCE 
 

A service for All Souls 

on Tuesday 5th November 

at 10am 
 

A short service to remember all those people who have 

passed away, where family and friends can record their 

loved ones’ names on the list in church, to be read out 

during the service. 

 

Sprigs of rosemary, Shakespeare’s flower of 

remembrance, will be available in church, to be placed on 

the altar, or taken home after the service. 

 

We hope you will join us for this service, 

and stay for refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get fitter, stronger and more 

flexible from our private gym in  

Wingrave offering: 

One to One Personal Training 

Spin Classes 

Strength and HIIT Circuit Classes 

Yoga 

Bootcamp Classes 

Kids Bootcamp Classes 

We also have a fully equipped gym with 

treadmill, rowers, resistance machines, 

free weights, squat racks etc       

 

     Class Timetable 
Monday: 9.30am Circuits. 12.15pm Spin. 

5pm Kids Bootcamp. 7.45pm Circuits 

Tuesday: 9.30am Spin 8.25pm Spin 

Wednesday: 9.30am Circuits. 5pm Kids Bootcamp 

7.45pm Circuits 8.30pm Yoga 

Thursday: 12.15pm Spin 8.25pm Spin 

Friday: 9.30am Circuits 5pm Kids Bootcamp 

Saturday: COMING SOON – 9am Bootcamp 

Sunday: 9.30am Yoga 

 

Memberships from £39 per month. Pay as you 

go options also available 

 

Contact us to book a free class or PT consultation 

on 07841111901 or info@fitness-farm.co.uk.   

Address: The Fitness Farm,Chiltern Road,       

Wingrave, Bucks. HP22 4QQ. 
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14
th

 SEASON 

Rocketman 
with Taron Egerton and Jamie Bell 

 

Young Reginald Dwight changes his name to Elton John and collaborates with singer-songwriter Bernie 
Taupin to become one of the most iconic figures in pop history. Set to his most beloved songs, 
Rocketman is the epic musical story of Elton John, his breakthrough years in the 1970s and his 
fantastical transformation from shy piano prodigy to international superstar.  

FRIDAY 18th October 
Tickets £7.00 (suggested donation)  

available now from Wilstone Community Shop.  
Doors open 7.15pm  

 Film starts at 8pm.  Interval snacks. Licenced bar.  
 

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

WI news - autumn litter pick 
by Maggy Winship 

 

ATTENTION all Litter Pickers! Our litter pick in April was 

such a success that we are holding another one on 12th 

October. If you would like to meet at the village hall at 10.00 

you will be supplied with a grabber, rubbish bag and high-vis 

vest. Well deserved refreshments will be provided on your 

return. We will make life a little easier this time by collecting 

your full bags by car during the morning. 

 

In August our Committee were pleasantly surprised when we 

arrived for our monthly meeting, as the village hall was full 

of men in kilts!! This was the Hemel Hempstead Scottish 

Dancing group, the entertainment organised by our members 

for the Committee. A wonderful evening was spent watching 

dances and then being invited to join in! 

 

In September we had a very creative evening making large 

paper stars, which we will bring back to adorn the hall for our 

Christmas Party. 

 

We are busy planning our 2020 programme and will be 

holding some very interesting Open Meetings, to be 

advertised nearer the time. 

Triathlon for Brain Tumour Research 

and British Acoustic Neuroma 

Association                              by Jo Woodbridge 

AS some of you may 

know, Mark has an 

acoustic neuroma. An 

acoustic neuroma is a 

non-cancerous 

growth that develops 

on the eighth cranial 

nerve. Also known as 

the vestibulocochlear 

nerve, it connects the 

inner ear with the 

brain and has two 

different parts. One 

part is involved in 

transmitting sound; 

the other helps send 

balance information 

from the inner ear to 

the brain. Mark is 

currently on a "watch 

and wait" basis of 

treatment and has 

annual brain scans to 

check the growth of 

the tumour. 

We are fund raising for the British Acoustic Neuroma 

Association (BANA) and Brain Tumour Research which are 

the two charities that help us with peer support and of course 

the essential research into all types of brain tumour. 

Whilst Mark remains well, albeit without hearing on his left 

side, we have challenged ourselves to completing a triathlon 

on Saturday 28th September 2019 at Hever Castle, Kent; 400 

metre swim, 20k bike ride and 4k run, we’ll let you know 

how we get on.  If you would like to sponsor us we have a 

Virgin Money Giving page, go to the website and search 

“Joanne Mark Woodbridge”. https://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?

pageId=1091446#fundraiser-pages  Thank you.   

Links to the charities are below. 

https://www.braintumourresearch.org/ 

 https://www.bana-uk.com/ 

Sing Wilstone  
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Wilstone, Nr Tring 
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Wilstone history book 
by John Evans 

 

Along with the splendid book 'The Story of Wilstone' by John 

Painter it was also possible to access, on line, Wilstone - A 

Short History by A.R.(Dick) Gomm.  He had carried out 

extensive research over many decades giving frequent talks in 

the village hall, complete with illustrations and maps. John 

Painter made reference to some of Dick Gomm's work and 

suggested in his book that readers might benefit from reading 

both for a complete picture. It used to be possible to view 

Dick Gomm's work on the St Cross website but it is no longer 

there. 

 

With the proposed impending developments around the 

village, and taking into consideration the vandalism imposed 

on Wilstone by the Dacorum Planners over the last 50 years, I 

felt is was important to redress the situation regarding Dick 

Gomm's work.  From the demolition of the Village School in 

the 70's through to the present destruction of Wilstone Wharf 

and Jeffery's Lock it would be good to get clarification of 

how Dacorum Planners interpret a 'Conservation Area'.  To 

destroy a hedgerow protecting Kingfishers’ nests and 

demolish a house celebrating the outcome of the first world 

war, only to build a row of ‘industrial’ houses right next to a 

listed pack horse bridge would seem to fly in the face of 

conservation.  Over the years the planners have turned a blind 

eye to numerous other 'out of place' constructions and 

alterations.  The new residents of these houses may rue their 

decisions when they are subjected to the constant sounding of 

car horns, day and night, by incompetent drivers who use 

them instead of slowing right down to cross the bridge. 

 

Fortunately, around 15 years ago, I had printed off a hard 

copy of Dick Gomm's work so I have scanned it onto my 

website http://www.wilstonesticks.com. It is not the best of 

formats but I think it is accessible. Please remember to read it 

along with John Painter's book to get a full picture. Please 

give them a read, you will find 'Wilstone - A Short History' at 

the bottom of the 'More' menu. Please also take a look at my 

'Links' page for other local businesses and information. 

The Black Poplar Project  
by Mark Carter 

 

BLACK Poplar Trees are rare nationally, but locally they are 

common enough to be a significant feature of the landscape. 

As part of the project, a survey of the local Black Poplar 

population has been completed by volunteers and the results 

will be published soon. 

 

To replace some of the older trees which have been lost, we 

are hoping to plant out rooted cuttings in suitable locations 

around Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone. We can 

provide the cuttings, stakes, tubes and we can plant the trees 

for you. 

 

In this totally repeatable offer the trees are free; they will 

absorb your carbon emissions; provide you with shade, fuel 

and oxygen; they will strengthen the distinctiveness of the 

landscape; and will last you for a lifetime or three.  

 

If you have a suitable space for a tree or a few trees, please 

contact Mark Carter on 07760 677838 or by email at 

getcarter55@virginmedia.com. 

Contributed by Colin Moore: 
 
This an old image of two of Wilstone's characters from 
about 1960's. 
Oli was still around when I came to Wilstone in '83. It 
was send in by Michael Glasser and taken from a 8mm 
cine film frame hence the quality. 

 Local history page ... 

Mr Poulton and son Oli, taken next to Wilstone War 
Memorial. 
 
The Poultons had a small holding at Pear Tree Cottage, 
Wilstone and they used to mow the grass verges to 
make hay for their couple of cows. 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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100's Club Draw 
 

Abby Campbell at the Half Moon who drew October’s 

winning numbers: 

 

1st Prize - £61.00, Fiona Turner, Wilstone 

2nd Prize - £30.50, Colin Reedman, Wilstone 

3rd Prize - £15.25, Peter Dean, Marsworth 

Taken from the canal bridge a short way 

along the canal from the recreation ground 

Calling all pudding lovers! 
Do you enjoy baking and/or eating puddings? 

 
We have a mid-monthly Sunday afternoon gathering at 
Long Marston Victory hall between 4 - 5.30pm for 
anyone keen to share their offerings. 
All ages and abilities welcome, you don't have to be 
star baker - no judging, just pure indulgence! 
There's a different theme each month, so why not bring 
a pud and savour others, whilst relaxing with a cuppa 
or even pudding wine? 
Non-bakers can come along and taste too. 
 October 13th  "Berries" 
 November "Bonfire" 
 December "Christmas" 
 
A small charge, or donations to the Village Hall gladly 

received. 

Village 

View 

Contributed by 

Fran 

Flowerdew 

Sing Wilstone  
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Wilstone, Nr Tring 

Contact Jo  01442 891444 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Nostalgic Photo 
When your reporter first began to attend TRPC meetings 18 

months ago, the photo on the council website was helpful to 

identify the eight characters involved, all of whom were 

impressive in their commitment and effectiveness. This 

tattered photo is still taken along to meetings but the number 

of crosses now exceed the ticks. It was therefore of concern to 

enter Puttenham Village Hall only to find that, of the original 

eight, only Councillors Fox and Chalmers were sitting across 

the table. But there was some good news - Councillor 

Thirkettle’s was only a temporary absence and a new 

councillor – Mary Davis - was in attendance. But the not so 

good news was that Councillor Ward, recently appointed 

Chair, had resigned. 

 

With these bewildering personnel changes, it is not surprising 

that there has not been a new photo on the TRPC website! 

 

New Blood 
The first requirement was the election of one of the ‘TRPC 

Three’ to chair this meeting. Councillor Chalmers was 

proposed, seconded and unanimously elected for this role and 

your reporter heaved a sigh of relief. This councillor has 

excelled in one key area of performance that is particularly 

valuable to aging reporters – you can actually hear what is 

being said!  

Help for Long Marston school 
by Belinda Brett, Office Manager 

 

Long Marston School are collecting Aldi stickers and would 

love to receive any that you might have. 

Please either pop in the letter box or bring to Reception. 

The first – and reassuring – announcement to be heard loud 

and clear was that two more new councillors - Steven Godwin 

and Paul Weston – have been appointed and the empty chairs 

were suddenly filled as both new appointees appeared from 

the audience, looking full of energy. Suddenly all seemed 

right again! 

 

Village Improvements 
Councillor Fox reported that various improvements to the 

Long Marston Victory hall were being considered and that 

the total investment required could be in the region of 

£200,000 to £300,000. His purpose was to give advance 

notice that there is likely to be a request to TRPC for financial 

support once the final plans have been agreed. It was also 

agreed that the likely proposals in relation to the village shop 

would have a similarly valid, and possibly competing, claim 

for support. 

Signs of Progress 
Councillor Fox also reported that Ian Thomson from Herts 

County Council Highways Department had received the 

report on the Parish’s funding needs and photographs of road 

signs had been provided. Money seemed to be available and 

there was likely to be news by the end of October. There had 

already been a specific application for funding of speed 

indicators and it was agreed for this to be followed up. 

 

As the meeting progressed, several members of the audience 

started to participate and this was particularly evident during 

this discussion. There was a recommendation that we must 

‘keep the pot simmering’ as otherwise Dacorum Council can 

allow applications to go down to the bottom of the pile. 

 

Audience Participation 
This audience participation has not been such a feature of 

previous meetings and it made for a much more dynamic and 

inclusive atmosphere as the discussions developed. It also 

allowed us to learn that one audience member was Councillor 

Christopher Townsend from Dacorum who made some 

helpful and supportive interventions. 

 

Communication Barriers 
An email had been received regarding the new barrier to the 

Long Marston Victory hall car park and the difficulty of 

disabled access. It was agreed that the barrier had generally 

been working well and had achieved its objectives. It was 

also agreed that access for wheelchairs and other vehicles for 

the disabled should be OK even if the barrier is closed. 

Councillor Chalmers agreed to reply to the email and express 

his concern about the tone, rather than the content, of the 

email. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Doug Chalmers (Chairman) 07885 962818 

doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

Mary Davis 

Steven Godwin 

Paul Weston 

 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
 

John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

The Clerk to the Council is : 
Chloe Collins    07516 344248  

clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
Address:-  Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 

Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  

 

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

Little Gems 
Despite the changes in personnel, there were several ‘little 

gems’ that make these meetings so entertaining: 

The counting of lampposts had determined that there are 

52 lampposts in the parish rather than the 38 

previously assumed. It also became clear why this is 

important; the more lampposts we have the more 

money we get from Dacorum! 

Having previously reported a ‘daffodil clause’ which 

prevented verge cutting destroying these lovely 

flowers, there has now been a request from a 

resident to extend the clause to other wild flowers; 

Dacorum Council is being consulted about the 

broader verge/flower policy. 

After attending a course on cemetery management, the 

Council Clerk has reported that our cemetery 

mapping is not up to scratch and that grave digging 

practices are not covered by Health and Safety 

regulations. New Councillor Weston agreed to help 

look into this important undertaking. 

 

Forthcoming Election 
Councillor Chalmers highlighted the issues to be covered at 

the next meeting, including the division of responsibilities 

among the newly formed council and the appointment of a 

new Chair. Key questions - will this appointment take place 

before the election of a new Prime Minister? And please can 

there be a voice audibility test before the new Chair is 

chosen? 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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Long Marston charity football match 
 

From Debbie and Lee Dimond 

 

WE held our annual Long Marston Charity Football Match 

on Saturday 7th September. As always, the game was played 

between villagers who live (or have lived) on the school side 

of the road, against villagers who live (or have lived) on the 

pub side of the road. We do now also allow 3 “wild card” 

picks for both team captains, enabling players from outside of 

the village to join in the fun, and ensure the game remains 

competitive. 

 

Once again, we were playing for the “JUGSTER” trophy, 

named in honour of Toby Davidson who sadly passed away 

last year. Toby was a famous figure in Long Marston and was 

greatly involved in the founding and running of this event. 

His input was and always will be greatly missed.  

 

The great news is we raised £1,410 on the night. This was 

achieved by way of the BBQ which was wonderfully 

organised as always by Vicars Huw and Jane from the 

Church, donations from visitors to the Queens Head pub, 

lots of parents from pre-school and school making cakes to 

go with the tea and coffee (as well as manning the bar all 

evening) and Tring Brewery who once again kindly donated 

2 barrels of Beer, all of which we drank! The final amounts 

were raised by the Players themselves who all paid £10 to 

play. 

 

Big thanks go to Daphne and Alan at Long Marston 

Football Club for organising as always, the kits and 

preparing both the changing rooms and the pitch itself. And a 

special mention to Long Marston Manager Paul who 

refereed the game at short notice. Everyone agreed he did a 

great job. 

 

Further thanks go to Dave Severs and Matt Brookes for 

providing the evenings musical entertainment and to Glen 

Barrington and his team at the Queens Head pub for all his 

assistance in organising food and drink. 

 

Final thanks must go to the players themselves for putting on 

such a great game, probably the best we’ve ever had. The 

match finished 2-2 and the Schoolside went on to win on 

penalties for the 2nd year in a row! A special mention for Ben 

Hancock and Steve Parker for Captaining the 2 Sides and to 

Jack Price who put in an incredible performance to win the 

Man of the Match award. 

 

All proceeds will be split equally between 5 local Long 

Marston organisations – Primary School, Pre-School, 

Church, Village Hall and Football Club. And this year, we 

are making a 6th equal donation to MIND, the Mental Health 

Charity. Therefore, it has been our immense pleasure this 

week to distribute 6 equal donations of £235 to the above-

mentioned. 

Victory hall car parking 
 

From Margaret Kelland, on behalf of the village hall 

committee 

 

I UNDERSTAND that the Parish Council has written directly 

to Mr. Stroud in reply to his concerns about Victory hall car 

parking and the barrier recently put in place.  To clarify the 

situation for readers, the barrier is the responsibility of the 

Parish Council and was erected by them with the approval of 

the village hall committee. 

 The car parks to the front and rear of the hall are 

private and for hall users only.  There is no designated 

parking for the recreation ground but the barrier is open each 

day from 8.30am to 6.30pm or dusk (whichever is earlier).  

At other times there is access around the barrier for 

pedestrians and wheelchair users. 

 The village hall committee hopes that everyone will 

agree that, faced with challenging circumstances, a sensible 

outcome has been achieved. 

 Letters to the editor ... 

An incredible gift – the legacy of Michael Rickerman, 

formerly of Rose & Crown Cottage, Long Marston 

 

From Richard Pragnell, Great Ormond Street Hospital 

Children’s Charity 

 

Spring had only just sprung earlier this year when out of the 

blue we received a telephone call from a law firm called 

Craybeck Law, informing us that their late client Michael 

John Rickerman had left a generous legacy gift to Great 

Ormond Street Hospital Children’s Charity (GOSH Charity) 

in his Will. 

 

Death is still one of the great taboos and many of us don’t 

even like thinking about what will happen after we pass 

away, let alone discussing what our lasting legacy will be – 

and Michael was no different.  Like the majority of legacy 

gifts we receive from supporters, we had no indication from 

Michael or anyone connected to him that we had been 

remembered in his Will. 

 

Michael did not have any close family or dependents and so 

decided to leave his estate to charity, with 75% of his estate 

gifted to GOSH Charity.  GOSH Charity exists to provide 

vital support to Great Ormond Street Hospital above and 

beyond the NHS National Tariff System, raising funds for 

critical redevelopment, pioneering paediatric research, state-

of-the-art equipment and welfare support programmes for 

patients and their families. 

 

Michael’s incredible generosity will undoubtedly make a 

huge difference not only to the world-class work of the 

hospital but more importantly the lives of the thousands of 

seriously ill children that are treated at the hospital every 

year. 

 

We are extremely grateful to Michael for making the ultimate 

gift of a legacy to the hospital in his Will 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 
 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

Where Learning & Growing is FUN! 

 

 
Marsworth Preschool is a fantastic, inclusive learning environment 

which is rich in opportunities for your child to learn through play. 
 

"GOOD" Ofsted Rating 
 

FUNDING OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

We are open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

     9.00am - 3.00pm term time only 
 

 Call us on 01296 66164 to book a visit 

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Shop Development - Next Steps 
 On 11 October, we are holding a public meeting in Wilstone 

hall to explain where we are in our negotiations with a wide 

range of individuals and organisations in our quest to secure 

the shop for the village. We will also be describing how we 

are proposing to proceed with future negotiations and we will 

be keen to hear your views on what you think of the plans. 

 There will a slide presentation and members of the Shop 

Development Committee will be there to answer your 

questions. In summary, the slides will show that: 

 the present owner of the premises, Michael Armson, has 

been extremely helpful in his dealings with us and we are very 

grateful for his continuing support in trying to ensure that the 

village keeps its shop after he retires. 

 we looked at several locations for a new shop within the 

village, including the church, the pub and the village hall but 

all had drawbacks. 

 we then ran a survey that showed overwhelming support for 

the village shop to be located where it is now. 

 we have consulted with a wide range of experts including 

architects, surveyors, estate agents and private developers to 

explore any possible commercial opportunities for the 

development of the site. 

 we have talked to charities and social housing organisations 

to gauge their potential interest in the site. 

 we have approached many local developers, businesses, 

financial and other institutions with a view to getting 

donations, and raising grants and loans. 

 In the light of everything that we have been told over the 

last nine months, the committee, in conjunction with the Shop 

Management Committee, has decided that the best way 

forward is to redevelop the site into two, two-bedroom town 

houses with the shop staying where it is. This is because it is 

considered to be the most viable option for covering the cost 

of firstly, purchasing the building, and then redeveloping it 

into two houses. So the challenge is to raise the capital 

necessary to purchase the building and then pay for its 

redevelopment.  

 We are currently working through the construction and 

other costs which will give us the overall amount of money 

that we will need. We are aiming to purchase the freehold, so  

 

the shop is owned by the community. The redevelopment of 

the rest of the premises will raise some of the money through 

the sale of the two town houses. This will go some way to 

offsetting the total cost. 

  Because there will be more space, we should be able to 

refurbish the shop to accommodate an office, toilet facilities, 

storage or other uses. These options will be considered and 

developed over the next two years prior to the premises being 

purchased. 

 The fund raising has been going very well. We have 

already raised over £7,000 through activities such as the 

Open Village Day, including the yarn decoration of the bus 

stop (the village knitting group alone has raised over 

£2,000!), rounders matches and other initiatives.  

 We will be looking at a share offer, buy a brick project, 

matched funding and other ways to raise the money we need. 

This is where we need the help of all of our supporters, local 

residents and friends. Some of this could be in the form of 

donations of materials, providing services or the time in 

helping to get things done. And, as another example, if every 

household in the parish saved just £2.50 a week over the next 

two years we would have £175,000 in the bank! 

 The committee will now continue looking into obtaining 

the necessary funding, refining the building proposal, 

quantifying the total costs and finalising all the legal items.  

 So we now have until September 2021 to save our shop. If 

the will and determination are there we can achieve it and the 

shop will be secured for the foreseeable future and for those 

who follow in our footsteps. 

The Butterfly Tree 

Look out for these hand-knitted 
jumpers, just £5, of which every 
penny raised is spent buying 
maize to support families in 
Southern Zambia.  For more in-
formation see their website 
thebutterflytree.org.uk  
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For toenail cutting, treatment of corns and 

hard skin, advice on diabetic foot care etc. 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

FURNITURE DISPOSAL 
from Wilstone Village Hall 

 
Wilstone Village Hall Committee is  seeking to 

dispose of various items of furniture and equip-

ment, and are offering it to village residents in 

return for a donation to hall funds. Any reason-

able offer accepted. 
 

 Items include: 
 Two-door tall lockable steel cupboard 
 Two-door chest lockable steel cupboard 
 Three door tall wooden cupboard 
 Two large wooden bar/shelf units 
 One folding gateleg table 
 One large wooden dining table  
 Tall freezer 
 Free standing fridge 
 12 children’s plastic chairs  
 Children’s play equipment 
 
 
Further details/photos are available from  

Peter Walker on 07768 605 684 

walkersandbrook@gmail.com 
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Classic Car BBQ 
 

Words and photos by Colin Davenport 

 

32 CLASSIC cars were assembled at 

Central Farm, Long Marston on Sunday 18 

August for a BBQ in aid of the Victory Hall 

refurbishment fund, along with many 

interested visitors. Ably hosted by Chris 

and Gillie Mann it was a very interesting 

afternoon which raised approx. £800 for the 

fund. 

 

Cars ranged from a modern Bentley 

Continental through Ferraris, several 

Jaguars, both saloon and sports & racing 

variants including a very rare SS100 and an  

XK120 driven in the Mille Miglia, an Aston 

Martin, several Alvises, a sole MG, Rileys, 

a very smart Rolls Royce and two 

modern Mazda MX 5s to name but a 

few. 

 

The cars were then driven for a few 

miles around the local villages with 

lifts given to those who wished to 

have a ride in these wonderful 

machines 

 

The BBQ was in the capable hands of 

Martin Kelly, and Tom Parish and his 

partner Abbie who provided an 

excellent selection of food.  Pete 

Stratford provided the music.  The 

raffle raised £80 and was organised 

by Tony Hudson from the 
Chatterbox Laryngectomies Club. 

 

 

Thanks to all involved. 

.                                       Solution on page 23 

No 133 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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All is safely gathered in                                                                     by Alison Cockerill 

DESPITE our best efforts, the farmers beat us to it.  The 

arable harvest around Wilstone had started in July, and was 

completed by the end of August.  So by the first Sunday of 

September, when St. Cross traditionally celebrates Harvest 

Festival, all was indeed safely gathered in.  But in a rural 

parish the essence of harvest doesn’t change.  The villages in 

the Team are all surrounded by working farms, but by today’s 

standards some of them are quite small, and as Huw reminded 

the congregation, this makes for an uncertain and precarious 

living.  Farming in the southern / lowland half of the country 

is very different to that of the hill farmers in the north, and 

Huw read a passage from James Rebank’s book, The 

Shepherd’s Life.  James is a sheep farmer in the Lake District 

and absolutely loves the life, with all its many highs and 

lows.  But he also has an innate respect and appreciation for 

all of creation, and for the Creator God who sends the ‘the in 

winter, the warmth to swell the grain, the breezes and the 

sunshine and soft refreshing rain’. 

 

St. Cross’s  Harvest Festival included praise for all of 

creation, for human endeavour - particularly praying for those 

striving to maintain the community shop - and for the harvest 

of faith. 

 

The service was followed by a lunch in the village hall, but 

not before everyone had sung ‘we plough the fields and 

scatter’ and Huw had blessed the harvest loaf.  Over forty 

people then enjoyed food and fellowship, including sharing 

the loaf, a fantastic sheaf of corn complete with a mouse 

amongst the stalks.  The loaf was purchased from Wilstone 

community shop, a great tribute to their choice of bakery.  

We hope that everyone enjoyed their meal, and that the 

singing of the traditional harvest hymn reminded all present 

of the greatness of the harvest and the benefits it brings.  

Harvest Festival has never been a ‘fund-raising’ event but the 

collection taken during the service is always sent to the 

Bishop of St. Albans’ Harvest Appeal, which traditionally 

supports farmers in poorer countries, hopefully enabling them 

to become more productive and engender greater 

sustainability for the future. 

Some of the harvest from the Potash Allotments, 

shared by Joan Dean. 

attenuated through permeable paving and a swale, so that the 

rate of run off is no more than it is at present, ensuring that 

the development does not cause any flood issues. 

 

In addition to the 10 houses for sale, the development will 

provide a financial contribution towards Affordable Housing 

and a payment towards local infrastructure under the 

Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 

We are a town based developer and need your feedback on 

what makes for a good quality of village life.  We had a good 

turn out to the public consultation evening on the 19th 

September.  For those of you unable to make it or who 

wanted more time to consider your response, copies of the 

public consultation feedback forms are available from the 

editor, please let us know what you think. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Glebe Meadow Development 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 

JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 
Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 

Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 
 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 

HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 

Good’                                                                    

December 2016. 

*Tax-free vouchers,  

 

*30Hours and 

County funding 

registered. 



 

Village News 

Page 21 October 2019 

A Bit of a Crush   A Story of Longub Puttastone                                                                               by Martin Winship 

A GLORIOUS summer was trailing off into mellow autumn, 
when Jake Sparhawk wandered into the bar of the Half Head. 
The light inside was quite dim after the early evening sunshine, 
and though soft golden beams caught motes drifting carelessly 
here and there, it took a few moments for his eyes to adjust, 
and spot Thomas Crab sitting meditatively in a quiet corner, 
considering his inevitable pint of cider. Jake bought his 
customary pint of Old and Nasty, and joined Thomas at his 
table. 

“Cheers,” he saluted his friend. ”Here’s power to your 
elbow". 

Thomas gave a grunt. “I should be so lucky. Why, my 
rheumatism’s that bad these days I can hardly lift my glass”. 

Jake tutted in sympathy. “You manage somehow 
though, don’t you?” He winked. 

“Well, yes. But then, other things, things I used to have 
no trouble doing - all day long if needs be – there’s no denying, 
I struggle. I really do”. 

Jake raised an eyebrow. “Oh yes?” 
Thomas grinned. “I was referring to crushing apples. I 

have an excellent crusher – Hungarian actually – and I used to 
be able to get through piles of apples in no time. It’s very hard 
work now”. He shook his head. “I don’t know how much longer 
I’ll be able to keep making my cider”. 

Jake looked aghast. “But, that’s terrible! I mean, things 
wouldn’t be the same without your amazing brew to lubricate 
them”. 

“All the same”. Thomas shrugged. 
“No!” said Jake. “There must be a way to get round 

this problem. Leave it to me – I’ll think of something”. 
* * * 

Later that evening, Jake sat at home at his kitchen 
table, armed with paper and pencils, and set to work. Soon 
after his conversation with Thomas, his mind had started to turn 
over the challenge of making the crushing of apples easier for 
his friend. It seemed to him that some sort of drive, applied to 
the Hungarian crusher, would not be that difficulty to contrive. 
He remembered that he still had the sorry remains of 
Siegfried’s old bicycle – the one which had dramatically broken 
and sent Siggy flying over the handlebars and into the ditch. He 
also knew he had a great deal of salvaged timber of various 
cross-sections, and copious tins and jars of rescued nuts, bolts, 
screws and washers.  

“Of course!” he exclaimed, giving his table an 
encouraging slap, “Pedal Power!” He licked the end of his 
pencil and began to sketch. In a remarkably short space of time 
he paused, and examined the results. The device roughly 
drawn on the sheet of paper looked like something that W. 
Heath Robinson might have come up with, had he been in the 
habit of smoking proscribed substances. And yet…  It also, 
remarkably, held the suggestion of a workable machine. 
Perhaps more Michael Angelo than Heath Robinson. But still 
involving the proscribed substances. 

Next day, Jake went out to his various sheds and out-
buildings to take stock. He certainly had no shortage of suitable 
wood, and all the ironmongery for fixing it all securely together. 
But the pulsing heart of the affair – Siggy’s old bike – was in a 
worse state than he had imagined. Nevertheless, after a 
thorough examination, he decided that with a bit of care, and 
judicious oiling, and gentle persuasion, he could get the 
essential mechanism working again. And if not he had a range 
of big hammers that would do the job. A chap he knew in 
nearby Beersbury would no doubt be willing to do a spot of 
welding for him – in exchange for the odd bottle of Thomas’s 
brew. 

So Jake got to work. He quickly succeeded in 
loosening the seized-up gears, and used an angle grinder to 
cut away the unwanted portions of the bike, like the front and 

rear wheels (including the remains of the broken front forks). He 
took the rest to his pal in Beersbury who happily agreed to do 
the required welding, on the expected terms. Meanwhile, Jake 
measured and cut, drilled and bolted the pieces of timber, until 
the assemblage in his workshop took on the appearance of a 
cross between an experimental threshing machine and a 
crashed biplane – without the wings. And when he fetched the 
transformed vestige of Old Siegfried’s bicycle and carefully 
inserted it into the extraordinary wooden framework, all that 
remained was to attach the completed machine to Thomas’ 
Hungarian crusher, with the aid of a few additional stout 
wooden spars and a specially extended bicycle chain. 

Jake and Thomas prudently chose to test the device in 
camera. So on the auspicious day, they met in the workshop, 
and loaded the hopper with quartered apples. After some rather 
heated discussion, they agreed that the honour of the first 
pedal should fall to Thomas, so he gingerly mounted the 
cracked old saddle. His face twisted in a brief spasm of agony, 
but he adjusted his position, took a firm grip on the handlebars, 
and thrust his toes into the pedals. With a push he was away, 
and the results were spectacular and exceeded both their 
expectations. Chunks of apple flew from the hopper in all 
directions, like a Granny Smith volcano, splattering over 
everything in Jake’s normally spotless workshop. Thomas 
immediately stopped pedalling, and they stared at each other, 
with expressions of amazement and dismay on their appley 
faces. 

When they had recovered from their shock, they 
agreed that two improvement opportunities had been identified. 
The first was to connect the extended bicycle chain the right 
way round, so that the apples were drawn into the crusher 
rather than being fired out of it. And the second was that the 
original cracked leather saddle was an inappropriate seat for a 
gentleman of Thomas’s age. The first amendment was easily 
achieved, and the second was accomplished with the help of 
Rupert from the Half Head pub, who kindly donated the top of a 
broken bar stool. Jake fixed this in place, and he and Thomas 
were very pleased with the result. After all, as Thomas pointed 
out, it was a much more apposite throne. 

The machine having passed its “flight tests”, they 
decided to go public, so they set up shop in Jake’s front 
garden, and began the business of crushing apples. It did not 
take long for an interested crowd to gather, or for the first 
volunteer to demand eagerly to “have a go”. Before long it 
seemed that everyone wanted to do their bit on Jake’s 
wonderful new invention, and he and Thomas realised that not 
only would the job of apple crushing be much easier in future 
for Thomas, it began to look as though he would never have to 
crush one again.  

The excited crowd were making quite a noise, and 
Alice Ball finished her sweeping and bustled along to 
investigate the hullaballoo. When she went into Jake’s garden, 
it happened that her friend Florence Huckleberry was taking her 
turn on the crusher. With her amazingly long and athletic legs, 
she reminded Alice of an early harvesting machine, with more 
than a hint of praying mantis. In due course, Florence 
relinquished her position, and Alice hitched up her skirts up and 
“got pedalling”.  It was at this point, perhaps unfortunately, that 
Old Siegfried chanced by. He stopped dead in his tracks, his 
eyes wide and bulging, his mouth slightly open, lips quivering. 
The sight of Alice’s legs pumping up and down, combined with 
a rare glimpse of the ruched knees of her long lacy knickers, 
had a peculiar effect on Siegfried, such that he had to be 
helped home, and plied with cups of strong tea. 

 
Ever after, whenever Old Siegfried was treated to a pint of 
Thomas’s cider, his eyes would glaze, and take on a far-away, 
unfocussed look – and that was before he had drunk the cider. 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-

9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

ANOTHER season is complete at Long Marston Cricket Club 

and it has been a successful one, even if results on the pitch 

may not show that. 

 

Victory on the final day of the season at Buckingham Town 

IIs ensured the 1st XI kept their place in Division One of the 

Cherwell Cricket League. Overseas star Blake James took 5-

21 as LM bowled Buckingham out for 139, before skipper 

James Beesley (70*) and Mike Lyons (30*) guided Marlins to 

a nine-wicket win. It has not always been easy for the first 

team this season, but a final position of seventh is a fair 

reflection on their efforts. Three victories in the final six 

games of the season proved vital for Beesley’s team. The first 

of them came against fellow struggles Shipton-under-

Wychwood in early August. Ewan Crawley’s brilliant 100 – 

his third of the season – saw Marlins post 242-5 from their 53 

overs. All six bowlers then picked up wickets as Shipton were 

bowled out for 144 in the penultimate over. Two weeks later 

and an even more dramatic victory over Twyford saw them 

take a giant leap to safety. Dom Colville, Ali Bee and Ed 

Robinson picked up three wickets each as the visitors were 

bowled out for 184. After Hamish Sim (35) and Robinson 

(42) set up the chase, Bee (31*) and James (8*) got the side 

home on the second last ball of the game, sparking large 

celebrations in the pavilion. The season ended with five wins, 

four draws and nine defeats. Crawley top scored with 588 

runs, while Beesley notched 337 and Robinson 311. With the 

ball Bee took 29 wickets, Robinson 25 and James 21. 

 

Unfortunately the 2s could not secure safety on the final day 

as Division Four champions Brackley 1s secured a 

comfortable victory to send them down. Chasing 363 to win 

from their 50 overs, the 2s battled hard to make 178-9 but 

against a 1st XI bowling attack, were unable to get close to 

the target. A fantastic victory over Kimble two weeks earlier 

had Matt Wareham’s side dreaming of a great escape. 

Fantastic spells from Peter Toovey (4-41) and Yogesh Mistry 

(5-23) saw Kimble bowled out for 149 at Marlins. There were 

plenty of nerves in the changing rooms at 82-4, but opener 

Paul Marsh (64*) and keeper Paul Young (40*) batted 

beautifully to get the boys home. Nevertheless, a season in 

Division Five now beckons after four victories, four draws 

and ten defeats. Skipper Wareham top scored with 395 runs 

and Marsh notched 374 runs at the top of the order. Toovey 

picked up 29 wickets after dropping down from the 1s, while 

Mistry also broke the 20-wicket barrier with 23 over the 

course of the season. 

 

It was also a difficult season for the 3rd XI, who suffered 

relegation from Division Eight. The young side fought 

valiantly against some strong 2nd and 3rd teams but were 

always fighting a losing battle. Richard Adams took charge of 

the team in the final month and can look ahead to the 2020 

season with more enthusiasm. Plenty of young players have 

tasted their first senior cricket and more colts are destined to 

follow in their footsteps under Richard’s leadership. These 

same youngsters also enjoyed plenty of successful Sunday 

cricket! Anyone interested in taking up cricket next summer 

or getting involved in any fashion at the club – we are always 

looking for scorers and umpires – should contact Lee Beesley 

on 07923462037. 

Long Marston Cricket Club season draws to a close by Matt Storey 

The pavilion will remain open every Sunday lunchtime 

throughout the winter and is available to hire. The bar is 

fully-stocked and the kitchen available to use. Contact Matt 

Storey on 07918653473 for more details. 

 

And last, but by no means least, thanks to Glenn Barrington 

at the Queens Head for accommodating Blake James all 

season and to everyone in the village for making him 

welcome. It really is appreciated and we know he loved his 

time over here. 

No 133 solution   

Wednesday at One 
 
Next chance to meet up 

with the village: 
 

Wednesday 9 October 
 

1 – 5 pm Long Marston 
Victory hall 

 
All welcome! 
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 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     
DEFIBRILLATOR … 

now in Puttenham, attached to Cecilia Hall, (front of churchyard) HP23 4PR 
 

It is intended that the Puttenham Trust will shortly host a First Aid Course run by the St. John’s 
Ambulance. There will be 20 places available.  If these are not fully filled by Puttenham residents, 
then it will be opened to Long Marston and Wilstone resident on a “first come, first served” basis.  
Details and dates later. 

JUMBLE SALE 
 Saturday, 5th October – 2 pm 

 Sorting will start on Tuesday, 1
st
 October between 10 am – 12 noon. 

Please come along to help – it is always good fun with plenty of chat, either with 
sorting during the week or manning a stall on the Saturday. 

 If you are able to wait until Monday 30
th

 Sept before leaving the goods in the 
porch at Cecilia Hall, this greatly helps with storage. 

Final Tea for 2019… 

Cecilia Tea Rooms 
Friday, 11

th
 October  3 pm – 5 pm.  £4.50 per head 

 

Our usual range of sandwiches, and cakes.  Although not essential, booking your seats 
greatly helps with catering. (This is now a very popular event, so please book early) 

Christine: 07514 548289 / 01296 66833 

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST 
 

OCTOBER SUPPER 
Saturday, 26

th
 October – 7:30pm. 

Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 
 

Music after Supper with the Emeritus Brass Quintet 
 

Two-course meal + coffee, cheese & Biscuits. 
Raffle – Charity Draw 

Pre-booked Tickets: £8.50 

GDS Art School: 
Art classes have started for the Autumn term in Cecilia Hall on Tuesdays 
10am-1pm, and will continue through to second week December.  If you 
are interested, please contact Gary Spencer at 
gds.artschool@gmail.com 

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 
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Leave well 
 
‘Leave well’ was the Bishop’s response when I told him 
that, after 13 years in one kind of role or other in the 
Tring Team, I had decided I would be moving on from 
the end of October. His reply has stayed with me 
because he has got me thinking about what ‘leaving 
well’ means.  
  
After all, we spend quite a lot of our time leaving: 
school, jobs, homes, relationships and ultimately, our 
lives. As I look back on those things I have left, there’s a 
mixture of feelings: some were great to say goodbye to, 
others much harder - like leaving home - and some that 
were terrible; here I think back to past relationships that 
have broken up. We don’t always ‘leave well’ and 
sometimes, especially in harmful situations, it may be 
impossible. 
  
But setting aside that last category, there does seem to 
me to be something to at least trying to leave well. I 
think it involves taking up the opportunity to say thank 
you to those we have met and are leaving behind. So 
for me, I want to say how grateful I am to all of those I 
have met and who have encouraged me in my ministry. 
For their patience with me, when I have messed things 
up, and for the care and concern about me and how I 
am doing either in general or when things have not 
been great. You have taught me lots about what it 
means to be a Christian and I shall never forget that. 
  
Leaving well also means saying sorry for when I have 
been rude, selfish or fallen short of what I should 
reasonably have been. Whoever you are and whatever 
you do, we are never going to meet everyone’s 
expectations but there are times I have not done as I 
should and I hope that it has not caused too much 
annoyance, pain or upset. To those to whom I owe an 
apology, I am sorry. 
  
Leaving well involves celebrating what was and what 
will be missed as well. In each way, the villages mean a 
great deal to me. Puttenham is where I got married to 
Kathryn and where I have enjoyed many camping 
weekends with the Dads n Lads n Daughters. Long 
Marston is where Kathryn and I lived for over a decade 
and were very happy; All Saints was the first church in 
which I led a service single handed. Then Wilstone and, 
of course, St Cross where I have been their ‘vicar’ for 
over 4 years. It’s a great church with such lovely people 
and I have been so fortunate to have been welcomed in 
to their family. The wider village has been really 
supportive too and I shall miss their generosity and 
friendliness. 
  
Finally, leaving well means looking forward even though 
the immediate future may be uncertain. How will the 
next post turn out? How will it compare to what I know? 
Will I like it? Will they like me? These questions are all 

  From the Vicarage                              by Rev’d  Didier Jaquet 

perfectly familiar to those who have ever changed jobs 
or schools. With those things, you don’t find out unless 
you try – knowing that sometimes it doesn’t work out 
and sometimes it works out better than you could have 
hoped. 
 
That was certainly my experience when I left the church 
in Westminster where I had been working to move to 
Tring and then to join the Team. How will it turn out? 
How will it compare to what I know? Will I like it? Will 
they like me? All questions I asked myself. And the 
answers? Well, all these years later, they would be: 
great, even better, yes and I very much hope so! 
  
My last service at St Cross will be on 13 October 2019 
and then on 20 October 2019 at 4pm at St Peter and St 
Paul’s Church in Tring there will be a service to 
celebrate my leaving, which will be followed by food and 
drink. I hope that you might come along. If you can, it 
would be really helpful to email our parish administrator 
(admin@tringteamparish.org.uk) or sign up in church so 
we know for how many we need to cater. 
 
Thank you and God bless 
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Send your editorial contributions, 

articles, event notices, news and pictures 

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 

case) 

 

Deadline for items to go in the November 

edition is: Wednesday 16 October 2019 

 

The editor will be John McCall 

 
Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter
 01707 354192 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                  07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 
David Severs   01296 661021 
St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    

Churchwarden  Ken Martin  01442 822894 
St Mary’s Puttenham 
Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden  Christine Rutter 07514 548289 
All Saints Long Marston 
Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman   01442 822031 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 
Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 
Long Marston School   01296 668386 
Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
David Gauke 0207 219 4459 
Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 
Sing-Wilstone 
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 
Village News 
Colin Moore 01442 826976 
Whitchurch Morris Men 
John Bush 01296 641382 
Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus 01442 828748 
Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

  Local names and numbers 
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Three Year 
LAST time I wrote an 
article for the Wilstone 
Allotment Association it 
was two years ago this 
month. So now living in 
Wilstone and having my 
own allotment for just over 
three years it's time to 
report again. 
 More fruit bushes 

and trees have gone in with lashings of wood chip 
underneath. I'm very keen on maintenance free 
growing. 
 Last year with the hot summer the fruit 
trees did not do so well and despite a large crop 
of pears initially on the tree I ended up with just 
one after they all dropped off early when they 
were too hard to eat. 
 This year I have lots, as evidenced by the 
bottom photo, and they look like they may stick 
around to the end. Over the last two years I have 
installed guttering on the greenhouse and shed 
which saves a lot of walking to the water pump 
and in the greenhouse this year I tried growing 
melons with reasonable success. When I say 
reasonable success what I mean is a large 
greenhouse bursting with green vegetation and 
five melons but I'm happy with that. 
 I have had a bumper crop this year with 
my Desiree spuds after last year's poor showing 
with the hot dry summer. At the time of writing 

this my other new sowing for this year is the sweet corn which 
seems to be growing and doing well with the flowering leeks as 
the photo above. 
 I have taken up some of the plot with growing daffodils 
and gladioli to be used as cut flowers and have had lots of 
comments about my leeks that went to seed last winter and now 
have beautiful tall flower heads. I may let some go to seed again 
this year. 
 As before I am very grateful to all the other plot-holders 
for all their helpful advice they have given me as I'm still new to 
this allotment lark, but enjoying it! 



 

Village News 

Page 28 October 2019 

Below: winners Tony Desborough, Tom Poulton, Denise Cornwall, and Dennis Barraclough 

WHAT a bumper harvest it 

has been this year on the Long 

Marston Allotments, well at 

least ours has.  It was a plot 

that never stopped giving from 

the early potatoes through to 

the sweetcorn, which is 

delicious cooked in the 

microwave in their jackets for 

3 minutes.  A tip passed on at 

the weekend by Margaret 

Kelland, so thank you 

Margaret. 

 And talking of 

bumper harvests, I gather the 

farmers are having one too.  

Oh how we miss David 

Mead’s piece in the Village 

News.  Is there no one in 

Wilstone who David can 

dictate that to? All that 

Wilstone history going to 

waste. 

 As always I digress.  

This is supposed to be about 

the judging of the Allotments 

and the Get Together. 

 John Branham and 

Michael Tomlinson again 

undertook the judging on a 

sweltering hot day in August, 

yours truly bowed out and sat 

in the shade.  But they didn’t 

The Potash Allotments                                                         words and photos by Joan Dean 

shirk their task even in that heat, every allotment was 

inspected, assessed and marked.  John was particularly 

complimentary about all the plots this year and felt 

everyone had improved on last year. 

 And this improvement in the produce resulted 

in two Certificates of Merit being awarded, for the first 

time and they went to Dennis Barraclough for his row of 

pointed green cabbage and Denise Cornwall for her 

lettuce, so well done to them. 

 The most improved garden this year was a no 

brainer, we are all lost in admiration of plot 1, as shown 

left.  How do you do it Tony? (frequent hoeing, Ed)  Not 

a weed in sight and the paths are immaculate. The way 

you have reclaimed the plot from the scrub land that you 

inherited is simply amazing.  We all look forward to 

seeing what you actually grow next year.  So, a well-

deserved Certificate presented by Tring Charities. 

In second place this year for the Best Plot on 

the allotment was Janet Skells, nice to have a 

woman giving the men a run for their money.  

But the overall winner for the Best Allotment 

went to Tom Poulton.  What a popular winner 

he was, both his gardens are an inspiration to 

us all.  His poly tunnel this year held a 

wonderment of produce, all looking so healthy 

and the rest of his plot yielded such vegetables 

and fruit as we can only dream of growing, so 

well done Tom.  This leads me nicely on to 

the Allotment Get Together as he plays host to 

this on his plot together with Alan next door. 

We held the first one last year which proved 

hugely popular and it was agreed that it should 

become an annual “bring and share event.” 

But I am sure everyone will agree that Tom 

and Denise and Alan did most of the bringing 

and sharing.  A huge urn of Pimms awaited 

us, together with countless cakes and other 

goodies, while Alan came up trumps with the 

barbequed sausages.  Of course everyone else 

did their bit as well.  A very jolly evening 

ensued and it was a great opportunity to 

present the cup and the awards for 2019 and 

congratulate the winners. 


