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The team who represented our club at Lord’s 

against the Cross Arrows on Saturday 16th 

September was: 

Howzatt!?  Local players score stunning centuries at Lord’s 
Words and photos by Paul Dumpleton 

LONG MARSTON CC were fortunate 

enough to be awarded, after application, a 

game against the Cross Arrows team on 

the Lord’s Nursery Ground in recognition 

of our 150th Birthday. The fixture was 

confirmed in April for 16th September 

and competition for places was very keen. 

All players interested and available to 

play were asked to select what they 

thought should be the team to represent 

the club. 

 Difficult task for Chairman and 

President but individual letters in the 1st 

week of August confirmed selection for 

those to play. 

 Coach trip to Lord’s from 

Marlins on Saturday 16th Sept and you 

could feel the tension mounting. A chance 

to play at Lords!! Was this really 

happening?  We were on our way. 

 Arrival at the most famous of 

cricket grounds, fielding first and 

conceding a big total. Great support from 

friends and family and then we bat and 

slowly but surely advance on the target to 

win by 5 wickets. Fantastic and even 

more satisfying that the two centurions 

for our club (see article on page 33 inside) 

were both our very own and been with us 

since juniors. 

 Return journey, celebratory 

curry and a few sore heads the following 

day. All will remain in the memory for 

many years to come. 

R E A Miscampbell 

M R Wareham 

J B Smith 

J M Beesley 

P N Young (Wkt) 

M C R Storey 

H R G Sim 

P R Marsh 

P R Toovey (Capt) 

L D Beesley 

M J Keable 

12th Man : A J T Bee 

Umpires: 

C C R Bowles & B D Rose 

Scorer : Mrs T J Beesley 

Team Manager : 

K J Winfield 

Assistant Team Manager: 

A R Marsh 
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The Potash Allotment Judging  - 2017            by Joan Dean 
AGAIN it was a lovely day for judging the best plot at 

the Potash Lane allotments. 

 

We are indeed fortunate in our judges, John Branham 

who judges for the RHS, was kind enough to again be 

head judge, ably supported by Michael Tomlinson 

representing Tring Charities. 

 

John, who cut his teeth at the Village Show in the 

Seventies when he lived in the village, has gone on to 

win practically everything open to him in National 

vegetable classes.  He was very impressed with the 

standard of produce on the allotments this year, 

particularly considering the very dry spell experienced in 

June. 

 

The runner up for Best Allotment was Alan Knight and 

the winner of the Cup was Steve Poulton for the second 

year running.  Steve’s allotment is a joy to behold and as 

you can see from the photograph on the left, “the corn is 

as high as an elephant’s eye…”  Everyone on the 

allotment agreed a very worthy winner, who can beat 

him? 

The Tring Charities diploma was awarded to Eddy 

Clarke for his magnificent row of runner beans, they 

were exceptional as you can see from the photograph on 

the right.  This award was in great contrast to last year’s 

winner Les Priestly for his wildlife garden.  So you see, 

anyone can aspire to be a winner on the allotments. 

 

Which leads me on to the Show itself.  In 2016 there 

were so few entries in some of the classes I did wonder if 

the produce side of the Show would survive.  There were 

no entries at all in some of the classes and several cups 

were not presented. 

 

In view of this Neil and I decided to put a few things in 

to swell the entries.  Friday morning saw us don our 

wellies and accompanied by our friend Eddy we went 

across to see what we could find.  His expert eye soon 

picked out beetroot, rhubarb etc., which wouldn’t 

disgrace us, and down we went to the Show with them on 

Saturday morning with great trepidation.  Would we 

leave them or would our offerings look ridiculous?  In 

the event we got 3 firsts and 2 seconds; 5 prizes out of 6 

entries! 

 

So the moral of this story is … have a go.  It is a great 

experience, and we were plain lucky this year, but I 

would encourage every one from the Potash Lane 

allotments to show what we can do. Both photos by Joan Dean 
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A BIG thank you to all our contributors for such a bumper 

crop of articles this month.  From sporting success to 

horticultural expertise, we celebrate what’s been going on 

in the parish; as well as look forward to coming events to 

encourage you to venture out in the coming darker days. 

 

We’d love to read all of this (and every!) month’s edition.  

If there is only one thing that you DO as a result of your 

in-depth study of our many and varied pages, it would be 

to act on Jane’s advice.  Regardless of your beliefs, death 

comes to us all and not always when you or your loved 

ones are expecting it.  So let us, like the Mexicans, 

celebrate the end of the month the lives of those who have 

left us (I’m sure that offers to tidy up the graveyards by 

the respective clergy will be appreciated more than the 

accompaniment of mariachi bands!) but also use this time 

of winter approaching to think about how and why we 

would like to be remembered. 

 

And if it’s for achieving something new to you, send us an 

article to let us know how you’re getting on! 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for November 2017 

and the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 18 October. All Saints  Long Marston  

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

1st October  2017  
10.00am Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

8th October 2017  
8.15am       Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

6.00pm Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

15th October 2017  
10.00am Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3pm Stick Walk around the Parish, starting at  

 Aldbury, Church service to follow at 4pm 

 

22nd October 2017  
10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm Evensong (BCP) at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

29th October 2017  
10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

31st October 2017  

10.00am    Rosemary for Remembrance at St Cross, Wilstone 
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 4 October  at  Wilstone village hall  

Mentmore Parish Exhibition. 10am - 5pm. 

Tuesday 10 October 

Bill Hamilton, Victory Hall, Long Marston. 8pm 

Friday 13 October 

Quiz Night. Victory Hall, Long Marston. 7.30 for 8pm 

Sunday 15 October 

Arts & Crafts Experience, Wilstone village hall 

Friday 20 October 

Film night, “Their Finest”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 

8pm 

Friday 27 October  

Cecilia Tea  Rooms 3pm - 5pm 

Saturday 4 November 

“October Supper” Puttenham 

Saturday 4 November 

Long Marston Firework Display. Old Tom’s Field 6.30pm 

Friday 17 November 

Film Night, “Hidden Figures”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 

8pm 

Saturday 18 November 

Jazzercise Charity Day, Cottesloe School, Wing, 10am to 

3pm 

Friday 1 December 

Christmas Wreath workshop, Victory Hall, Long Marston  

Friday 15 December 

Film Night, “La La Land”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 

8pm 

Friday 19 January 

Film Night, “Lion”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 8pm 

Friday 16 February 

Film Night, “Time of their Lives”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 

for 8pm 

Friday 16 March 

Film Night, “Paddington 2”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 

8pm 

Diary dates... 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

‘Scrumptious’ Apple Day 
 
Sunday 8th October 10am - 4pm, 

Jeacock’s Orchard, Cow Lane 
Entry is free! 

 
Enjoy a fun family day out at this 
historic venue. 
 
There will be a wide variety of apples 
for sale from Cam Valley Orchards, a 
range of Farmers‘ Market stalls, apple 
pressing, traditional crafts, medieval 
displays, livestock, games and appley 
refreshments. NEW! A guide to all 
the apples growing in the orchard. 
 
Parking is very limited, please walk if 

possible. 
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MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   
Registered Charity No. 1077157 

 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2018, but are concerned that financial resources 
might not match up to the requirements? Are you 
under the age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, 
Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three 
years?  
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation 
for information and an application form. 
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education 
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 
01442 827913 
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk  
Please note that the closing date is 15

th
 November 

2017 to lodge a completed application for grants 
payable from Autumn 2018. 

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  Saturday: 7.30am to 

1.00pm  Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon. 
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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CORRECTION 
We got one of the dates wrong for future 

film nights in last month’s newsletter. Here 

is the corrected list with provisional films: 

 October 20th; Their Finest 

 November 17th; Hidden Figures 

 December 15th; La La Land 

 January 19th; Lion 

 February 16th; Time of their Lives 

 March 16th; Paddington 2 

There is a licenced bar and interval snacks. 

The films start at 8pm, doors open at 

7.15pm, and cost £7. 

 

Tickets are sold at Wilstone Community 

Shop. 

Live @ Wilstone Village Hall 

Sat 18th Nov 2017 7.30-11pm 

A fund raiser for First Steps Pre-School in Long Marston 

(Reg charity 1102166) 

 
Tickets on sale @ Wilstone Village shop & The Queen’s Head, 

Long Marston priced @ £10.00 each 

 

There will be a licensed bar on the night 
 

Tambourine Jerk will be returning for one night only to rock out the 

village hall with 40 of the best pop and rock songs from the last six 

decades of music.  Their set will take you on a sonic journey from 

fifties Rock ‘n’ Roll right through to 21st Century pop classics.   

From Beatles to Bowie, The Rolling Stones to Jason Mraz, Neil 

Diamond to the Kings of Leon.  There is something for everyone 

from disillusioned teenagers to silver surfers! 

Reader offer: present this 
magazine for discounts! 

Turn to page 24 to see special offers for 
readers from  

 
Village Wines of Miswell Lane, Tring.  

REGISTER NOW 
 

Saturday 18 November 
10am to 3pm 

Cottesloe School, Wing 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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1st Cyprus 

2nd India 

4th Lesotho 

5th Vanuatu (Constitution Day 1979) 

8th Chequered (Japan F1 GP) 

9th Uganda 

10th Fiji 

12th Spain 

14th Madagascar 

16th Honduras (Birthday of Francisco 

Morazán) 

18th Missouri 

21st White Ensign (Trafalgar Day) 

22nd Chequered (USA F1 GP) 

24th United Nations 

25th Kazakhstan 

27th Turkmenistan 

29th Turkey 

September Update 
 

The teachers returned on 4th September 

promptly followed by the children on 

Tuesday 5th September, and in a flash, 

summer was behind us all.  

 

This year’s Reception intake are settling in nicely and we 

look forward to getting to know them better in the coming 

months (and years). 

 

We are setting up workshops to help make some decisions on 

our outside spaces, we continue to pursue The Daily Mile 

(www.thedailymile.co.uk) and the PTA have appointed a new 

committee so we look forward to their ideas and events for 

fundraising.  Last year the PTA raised £4,000 to support the 

school. 

 

We are always happy to receive offers of help at school.  If 

you are able to volunteer on a long-term basis, we would be 

very keen to hear from you. 

 

On 16th and 18th October we have our parent evenings and 

we are working with the parish council and village hall to try 

and make sure parking is not a problem. 

 

Our next update in this Magazine will be in December 

Westfield, Stratford    Shopping 
Sunday 19th November 
If you haven’t already, now is the time to get that Christmas 
shopping done! With 250 shops plus 70 places to dine, Westfield 
Stratford City is the largest shopping mall in England and the new 
lifestyle destination for East London 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 

Pick ups in the Long Marston & Wilstone area can be organised 
Please contact the office to make an arrangement 

info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 

www.masonscoachhire.co.uk 

Stratford upon Avon               £42.50 

Christmas River Cruise 

Sunday 17th December 

A 3 hour cruise and 3 course choice lunch. A unique experience 
awaits you in the historic town of Stratford upon Avon. Enjoy the 
peace, tranquillity and enchanting riverside views whilst aboard the 
Restaurant Boat cruising some of the most delightful stretches of the 
gently flowing River Avon 
 
Extra Date added due to popular demand!  Thurs 7th December 

Knitting and Stitching Show             £32.00 
Sunday 15th October  Child 
£25.00 
The Alexandra Palace show is the flagship Knitting & Stitching Show, 
established over 20 years. Whatever your passion, their craft shows 
are the perfect place to find inspiration, learn new skills shop for all 
your sewing & knitting supplies. Join us at the craft event of the year 

Horse of the Year Show 
Saturday 16th December 
Olympia is the only UK show to host all 3 FEI World Cup TM Qualifiers 
in Dressage, Show Jumping and Driving. Each performance includes 
an equestrian competition along with a variety of displays from around 
the World. A great day out for all the family 

Cracking Flags October 2017 

See page 35 for evidence of one of last 

month’s flags spotted by an eagled eyed 

reader... 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Parish survey underway 

THE survey drawn up by councillors to collect villagers' 

views and priorities was launched at the September meeting 

of the Parish Council. So far 167 email addresses have been 

offered to receive the survey electronically, but more were 

needed. Cllr. Ayling said that a target of 250 participants 

would make the survey more representative. The survey form 

was also available in paper form for those who preferred that 

format. Responses can be sent in up to 30th September, so the 

survey will have closed by the time this magazine is 

published. Cllr. Fox said that the responses will be processed 

in October and a report presented to the Council in November 

if possible. Councillors agreed that it was important that the 

results of the survey should be used to inform the budget 

process for 2018 which begins in November/December. 

 

Flood plan to include all 
Responding to a letter from a resident of Little Tring, Cllr. 

Morgan assured the meeting that the flood prevention project 

announced recently (see Village News, September, p.14) 

would include all the communities within the parish that had 

been affected by flooding. It was important to use all the 

experience that had been gained in the 2014 floods, he said. 

The project would get underway as soon as Herts County 

Council had appointed a project manager, and our own Flood 

Working Party chaired by Peter Myrants was a key 

contributor. Government funding of £170,000 has been 

secured for the Tring Rural Parish flood prevention scheme. 

Councillors 'surgeries' to be trailed 

To give villagers the opportunity for informal discussions 

with councillors, a half-hour period will be set aside before 

the start of Parish Council meetings on a trial basis for three 

months. This would not though replace the "Public 

Participation" sessions within the meeting which give 

members of the public the opportunity to raise issues with the 

Council on a formal basis. The idea is that several councillors 

will be available to chat from 7.30pm until the meeting 

begins at 8pm. Anyone can come along and talk to 

councillors about issues that concern them without having to 

stand up and make a speech. The success of the scheme will 

be reviewed after three months. 

 

Skate ramp decision time 
Cllr. Thirkettle's investigations into the provision of a small 

skate park led him to recommend that only one such facility 

could be provided in the parish for the money available. It 

would have to be at either Long Marston or Wilstone, he said, 

not both. As the Council had received petitions requesting a 

skate ramp at Wilstone and at Long Marston, "someone will 

be disappointed", he added. Councillors agreed to set up a 

small working party to meet with contractors and discuss the 

options. A decision on the location was deferred until after 

that meeting had been held. 

No 115 moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 31 
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Reader offer: present this 
magazine for discounts! 

Turn to page 31 to see special offers for 
readers from  

Village Wines of Miswell Lane, Tring.  

Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers  07885 962818 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

Martin Winship  01296 662388 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft   email: 

clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Villages Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

The Village News team needs a volunteer 

Council Reporter 
to join our panel of volunteer reporters who write the 
Parish Council News articles each month. If you are 
interested in local issues here is an opportunity to 
share your interest with readers. Our volunteers take it 
in turns to attend the monthly Parish Council meetings 
and write these reports. Each reporter attends up to 
four meetings per year, the schedule being agreed in 
advance. Full briefing is given.  

If you can help us provide this service to readers 
please call Jean Fox on 01442 825846. 

 

Lorry traffic logged 
Armed with a record of heavy vehicles spotted in 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston, Cllr. Fox had been to see 

the owners of the Cheddington airfield industrial estate. He 

reported that the discussion had been fruitful. The owners 

were sympathetic, confirmed that traffic from the airfield was 

required to "turn right", and agreed to follow up 

infringements with the companies concerned where it could 

be shown that the vehicles were based at the airfield. It was 

agreed to repeat the log in two months and follow up again. 

 

Alarm at airfield plans 
This time at Marsworth airfield, plans have been submitted to 

Aylesbury Vale District Council for change of use from 

Agricultural to B1 commercial. This was likely to mean 

commercial storage, with consequent heavy vehicle 

movements through Lukes Lane, Gubblecote, as this is the 

only practical access to the site. It is not the first time that 

such plans have been submitted of course. Every few years, it 

seems, the owners try their luck. Previous proposals have 

been strenuously (and successfully) resisted, not least by 

Herts and Bucks County Councils. The Parish Council agreed 

to lodge their objection with AVDC, and also to alert Herts 

County Council to the issue. 
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Letters to the editor ... 

From Dave Morgan, Wilstone 
 

Speeding vehicles 
 

WE have only been members of the Wilstone village family 

for around three years.  However, living on the Tring Road 

we have noticed the number of speeding vehicles hurtling 

through the village increase over time.  What is more, it is not 

only the number and speed, but also the sound.  It appears a 

small minority of high performance cars/bikes feel the need 

to accelerate at the first sign of a clear road ahead – without 

any care or consideration for anyone else. 

 

I am not anti-cars (or bikes) but it is becoming intolerable.  I 

personally drive an electric car and motorbike.  To be clear a 

vast majority drive through the village with care and 

consideration to everyone, however the growing minority use 

these roads as if it is the Circuit de Monaco.  We can’t count 

the number of times this summer when we have been relaxing 

and the roar of an accelerating car has made us jump out of 

our seats – especially at night. 

 

We are aware of small incidents where wing mirrors have 

been knocked off of parked cars but our fear is that with 

young children in the village, pets, country walkers and 

From John Evans, Wilstone 
 

Wilstone Heritage 
 

This is an open letter to Tring Rural Parish Council that I am 

also submitting to the Village News for possible publication. 

 

In the context of Local, National and Worldwide issues this 

would appear somewhat insignificant, but I feel such concerns 

should not be ignored.  After consultation with the Parish 

Council some 20 years ago I was instrumental in getting posts 

and chains erected around the grass area surrounding the War 

Memorial in Wilstone.  I had asked the Parish Council to 

consider protecting all the remaining fragments of the old 

village green from damage by inconsiderate drivers.  At that 

time some drivers were parking on the grass so close to the 

memorial that they had to exit their cars from the passenger 

side. this not only damaged the grassed area but seemed 

disrespectful to the men listed there. 

 

After making an inspection the Parish Council agreed to install 

the wooden posts and chains around the area.  These were 

frequently knocked down by incompetent drivers and have 

subsequently been replaced by railings.  I have in front of me a 

letter dated 24th March 1999 signed by Theresa Butcher the 

then Clerk.  In it the council are promising to make a decision 

on the best way to protect all the grassed areas. We are still 

waiting! 

 

When we travel round the country we pass through other 

villages who have addressed the problem with posts, bollards, 

boulders and the like.  Their Parish Councils have obviously 

identified the need to preserve their heritage.  With regard to 

the larger area of grass in Wilstone Village centre, opposite 

Marian Cottages, it was always advisable to park with two 

wheels on the kerb under the Beech Tree to maximise the 

width of the roadway.  Over the years this has become a 

virtual trench as drivers encroach further onto the grass.  Now 

the 'does it really matter?' brigade actually mount the kerb and 

drive right across it or park right on it.  They even do this after 

sustained heavy rain, sometimes with commercial vehicles, 

doing considerable damage.  Some drivers visiting or leaving 

Wilstone Village shop just mount the kerb and drive the length 

of the grass rather than go round it on the roadway.  I am told 

that some drivers cross the grass area from the parking area in 

front of the Church to The Mill to avoid the few yards to the 

proper entrance roadway. 

 

The 'does it really matter?' brigade would say just that, but I 

believe it does.  In the not too distant future these grass areas 

will become muddy patches to be replaced by tarmac and 

white lines.  Many people would look on this as progress, but I 

feel future generations will regret their loss.  They feature in 

the earliest photographs of Wilstone and are part of our 

heritage. 

 

It is apparent that, sooner than we think, it will be unnecessary 

to own a private car with all the associated hassle and expense, 

preferring instead to call up a driverless electric vehicle to go 

from A to B and another to return.  When that has happened it 

will have removed the need for all the millions of road signs, 

road markings, traffic control measures and most of all 

parking spaces! Then future residents will look back and regret 

that these precious features of our village have been lost. 

cyclists, at some point an accident will happen that will not be 

minor but could potentially endanger life. 

 

The cause as I see it is that as well as the road being treated as 

a training ground for racing drivers, the Tring road through 

the village acts as a cut through and is especially taken 

advantage of during the Monday to Friday rush hour. 

 

My suggestion is that genuine traffic calming be employed to 

reduce the attraction of it being used as a cut through and to 

slow vehicles down significantly and that this has to be 

employed from one end of the village to the other to ensure 

the problem is not just moved to the ends of the village. 

 

The attraction of Wilstone for us was its beautiful, peaceful, 

holiday feel but with time it feels as if this part of village life 

in Wilstone is wearing thin. 

 

I’m not sure if anyone else feels this way, it’s possible we 

may be alone in our view…….. 

 

The Editor adds: we would welcome others’ views on this. 
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From Mr Reg Haslett, Long Marston. 
 

Recreation ground ownership 
 

ON Thursday 31 August 2017 I received the Village News. 

After reading that you gave Councillor Morgan the 

opportunity to reply to my letter before publication of the 

Village News, it appears to me that the old pals act has been 

applied. There have been other letters in the Village News, 

criticising others, where no opportunity has being given before 

publication to reply to the criticism, meaning they have to wait 

until the publication of the next Village News to reply. It 

seems you apply your discretion to reply before publication to 

those you choose, but, not to all. I look forward to your 

response. 

 

Reading Councillor Morgan’s reply to my letter, there were a 

lot of things we discussed in the phone call, there were also 

other things I did not mention in the letter. I was trying to 

condense as much as I could to save time for those that help in 

the publication of Village News. Could it be that Councillor 

Morgan was of the same mind, not having mentioned all that 

was said, only the parts he thought were relevant? I agree I did 

not mention that he said he did not know how or precisely 

when title of LM recreation ground was transferred to DBC. It 

was unintentionally left out in my previous letter. Being as 

Councillor Morgan is chairman of TRPC I would have liked to 

have thought a better response from him would have been 

forthcoming. Rather than saying he could not help me, I think 

a better response would have been: I do not know, but I will 

try my best to find out for you. I also admit that I did not 

mention that Councillor Morgan’s statement that he could not 

discuss the recreation ground was not in my previous letter. 

 

I used the words open and transparent regarding the statement 

Councillor Morgan made to me in our telephone conversation, 

when he said he could not discuss the recreation ground with 

me. No reason was given why he could not discuss it with me, 

only by reading it in the Village News was I aware that 

litigation was pending. 

Had Councillor Morgan informed me that he was not in a 

position to discuss the recreation ground due to the fact that 

litigation is pending, I would have thanked him and told him I 

understand his reason for not being able to talk about the 

recreation ground. Being as there was no explanation offered 

as to why he could not discuss the recreation ground with me, 

I consider that he, being a Councillor, was less than open and 

transparent with me. I’ll leave that to Councillor Morgan to 

decide if he thinks he was open and transparent with me. I am 

left to wonder why Councillor Morgan said he would meet 

with me in our first conversation, when I explained that I 

wished to talk about TRPC business, only to be told some time 

later that he could not meet with me, after I explained in his 

phone call to me the reason I wanted the meeting was to 

discuss ownership of the recreation ground, which I consider 

was TRPC business. Regardless of Councillors Morgan’s 

response to this letter, this will be the last letter from me to the 

Village News regarding the recreation ground. If Councillor 

Morgan would like to meet with me in person to discuss my 

concerns, I would be happy to meet with him.   

 

In conclusion, had my letter not been published, is it possible 

the parishioners would not have known that TRPC were in the 

process of litigation in respect of the ownership of the 

recreation ground? I also consider it possible, that had I not 

mentioned to Councillor Morgan in the phone call, “that it had 

been bought to my attention that Dacorum Borough Council 

own the recreation ground”, he might not have known. Had 

Councillor Morgan known before the phone call between 

Councillor Morgan and myself, I would have hoped he was 

open and transparent with the parishioners, by notifying them 

that litigation was pending, prior to having that fact published 

in the Village News sometime later. 

 

The Editor adds: Where an individual is named or otherwise 

identified in a letter it is our policy always to ask that person if 

they wish to comment. Not everyone chooses to reply, or is 

able to do so by the time of going to press. It is editorial policy 

to publish all letters received if it is legal for us to do so. Mr 

Haslett's letter was published in the September edition, and 

through this, the issue he raised was brought to attention. We 

note that this subject was also aired at the Parish Council 

meeting on 6th September, when Mr Haslett put his points 

directly to councillors. 

From Ken Lawless, Wilstone 
 

Fibre broadband, it’s here! 
 

HERE'S a newsflash. It's true, yet unbelievable as this is a 

first in Wilstone. A lady living in an apartment on Tring road 

is the first person in our village to have the new Fibre Optic 

Broadband and it's fully operational in her home. 

 

I'm not giving her name yet but will announce it at the coffee 

morning at St. Cross on Tuesday 3rd October at 11.15 am. 

Letters continued... 

From Colin Reedman, Wilstone 
 

Police contacts for the parish 
 

IN the past the name(s) of the police officers responsible for 

covering the Tring Rural area was shown in Village News.  

This is no longer the case and the only reference now shown 

how to contact the police is by way of the non emergency 101 

telephone number.  Tring Rural is covered by the 

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team based in 

Berkhamsted.  The officers can be contacted on 01707 

354192.  The team leader is Sergeant Adele Hopkin 

supported by PC Mark Procter and PCSO Martin Leadbetter. 

May I suggest that these details are shown in Village News? 

 

The Editor adds: as requested these are now also in the Local 

names and numbers section at the back 
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IT was the war that brought 20-year old Marian Pitcher from 

London to Hertfordshire in 1944. Wanting to contribute to the 

war effort, she was disappointed to be turned down by all three 

armed services because of her poor eyesight. But she was 

accepted for the Women's Land Army, a uniformed service 

created to provide much needed agricultural labour and boost 

food production.  Initially posted to Waltham Cross she was 

soon moved to accommodation at Pendley Manor, Tring, and 

was taught to drive. Her slight form must have looked 

incongruous in the driving seat of the 3½ ton truck that she 

used to transport the Land Girls to and from their assignments 

for the day. No power steering in those days. Thus began 

Marian's association with this area which lasted the rest of her 

life. It is perhaps not so widely known that the Women's Land 

Army was not disbanded until 1950. Marian stayed on after the 

war in the specialist role of pest control: yes, she was an expert 

rat catcher. She was rightly proud of her war service, and when 

the government awarded veterans' service badges to Land Girls 

in 2008 I had the pleasure of interviewing her for an article for 

this magazine. She had some great stories about those days, 

and our photo below shows Marian wearing her award. 

Obituary: Marian Hanna Briant (1924-2017) 

Marian was born in Harrow on 5th March 1924, the third of 

four children of Leonard and Lillian Pitcher. Her mother died 

in 1937, placing a great strain on the family. She left school in 

1938 to work as an office junior at the firm of Wright, Layman 

and Umley (makers of Wright's Coal Tar Soap) in Southwark 

Street, London, where her father also worked as a pharmacist. 

This did not last very long though and she was made redundant 

in 1938. (Perhaps Coal Tar Soap was becoming less 

fashionable even then.) She soon got a new job with another 

pharmaceutical company - Savery and Moore of Wigmore 

Street - and at the same time studied bookkeeping at night 

school. Marian continued to work in Wigmore Street 

throughout the Blitz and had a close encounter with a 500lb 

bomb which demolished a wall of her office, but fortunately 

did not explode. But the work in a dark basement was not 

helping her eyesight and she applied for release from her 

'reserved occupation', which led to her joining the Land Girls. 
 

During her travels around the Tring area as a Land Girl she 

became aware of a young man often seen riding a bicycle in 

Long Marston. When invited to tea at the home of her 

landlady's sister the other guest was the man on the bike, their 

nephew. They had played cupid by putting Marian in the same 

room as Ted Briant. It worked. A romance began. Edward 

Thomas Briant was radar operator with RAF Bomber 

Command, and after the war his technical skills were much 

sought after. He was offered a job in the South African Air 

Force, while Marian had applied and been accepted to emigrate 

to New Zealand. But both offers were turned down so that they 

could stay together and Marian and Ted were married on a 

snowy January 3rd, 1953, the bride needing to wear wellies to 

the church door. They lived first at Silk Mill, Tring, where 

Richard was born in 1955. The move to Wilstone came in 

1966, the same year that Robert was born, and that house has 

remained the family home to this day. After the Land Army, 

Marian worked at Royal Mint Refinery in Brook Street, Tring, 

and later at Heygates flour mill until she retired in 1986. 

Unfortunately Ted died in 1997, but Marian remained resolute 

and determined to carry on despite the loss of the only man she 

had ever loved. She was able (with Rob) to visit family in New 

Zealand in 1998, and again in 2003 - not bad for a 79 year old, 

and hardly a frequent flyer.  
 

This was all part of the travel bug for Marian who also visited 

Germany, Holland, Scotland and Ireland. She enjoyed family 

holidays in Cornwall, which she saw almost as a second home. 

At home she loved her garden, doing her bit for horticulture, 

and having dogs at home. Keen on music (everything from 

country to classical, with a bit of heavy metal thrown in) and 

sport, she followed cricket and rugby union. Failing eyesight 

in recent years meant that she relied on help from Richard 

and Robert but she remained resolutely cheerful and delighted 

to meet friends around the village. Still keen to get out of the 

house Marian was often seen riding shotgun as Robert drove 

around the country in the course of his work. Until quite 

recently she accompanied Rob on his monthly delivery round 

for Village News, and it was a pleasure to see her when the 

magazines were brought to my door. David Mead wrote of 

her astonishing powers of recollection, and she never lost her 

sparkle or enthusiasm for meeting people.  
 

The funeral service was held at St. Mary the Virgin Church, 

Drayton Beauchamp, on 14th August, where the service was 

conducted by Reverend Alison Roberts. Tributes described a 

generous, warm hearted woman - and indomitable 

cornerstone of the family. She was indeed a remarkable 

woman. 

Obituary by Phil Buchi  

in collaboration with Richard and Robert Briant 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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THIS October 9 – 15th, we mark Hospice Care Week where 

hospices unite to show the many stories of care and celebrate 

the many people who work together to make hospice care so 

special. 

 

On this dedicated week, we are sharing the inspirational story 

of the Crane family; Philip Crane, who died aged just 49 

following a short battle with cancer, leaving behind his wife, 

Jemma, and two-year-old son Charlie.  Jemma has spoken 

about how valuable the Hospice had been in Philip’s care and 

since his death: 

 

“Even now, it feels surreal.  The impact of losing Philip has 

been huge.  I started coming to the Hospice for bereavement 

counselling two months later.  You keep a lid on everything 

day to day, but once a week the sessions gave me a safe place 

where I could take that lid off. 

 

“I wanted to get this right; I don’t want Charlie growing up to 

be a troubled teenager so for half the session we talk about 

Charlie and the enormity of being a single parent when this was 

never the plan.   

 

“He talks about Philip a lot.  He says things like “when I grow 

up I’m going to have big hands like Daddy’s” but he still has 

his moments.  A couple of nights ago when he went to bed, he 

said, “I feel sad, I miss Daddy.”  

 

“The all-round support we have received as a family from the 

Hospice has been invaluable.  I can honestly say that our 

AS a society there are many topics that we are far more open 

about than we used to be – relationships, gender, mental health 

and many more.  Most of this is very healthy and means that 

we are having good conversations and are understanding more 

about ourselves and about others.  There is one topic, however, 

that is not on that list and it ought to be.  Death, and all that 

surrounds it.  It is the one things of which we are certain in our 

lives, yet we do not talk about it until we have to, and even 

then many of us avoid it. 

 

I have met people who are at the end of life and who want to 

talk about that with their family and yet the family’s response 

is to say “no, no, you are going to get better.”  I have met 

people who never got around to getting a divorce and sorting 

out financial matters so that the house was inherited by a 

husband no one had seen for twenty years.   I meet people who 

were not allowed to go to funerals because they were 

considered too young or it would be too upsetting and they are 

still angry. 

 

It is uncomfortable and I understand that we do not want to 

face it but I would urge very strongly that if you care for the 

people with whom you share your life, and those who will be 

helping you at the end of life or sorting out your effects, that 

you talk about it now.  It does not have to be a long 

conversation – all you need say is I want to be cremated and 

don’t care what music is in the service, or you can spend a 

long time (and some people do enjoy this!) planning the whole 

event yourself, including how to pay for it.  If there is 

something particular that you want, such as burial in a certain 

place, then now is a good time to find out if it is possible. 

 

On November 5th, we are having a day dedicated to this – “A 

Good Life Deserves a Good Death” – which will take place in 

Tring.  We will be looking at funerals, death and dying, and 

have invited funeral directors, lawyers and others to help us 

look at what this means.  It is a very appropriate time of year 

to do this, as it is in the season of remembrance, after All 

Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, when we remember those we 

love who are no longer with us.   Everyone is very welcome to 

attend part or all of this day – do get in touch if you are 

interested. 

 

Having these conversations is not macabre or “tempting fate” 

– it is showing concern for those around you.  And there are 

plenty of other aspects that I haven’t even touched on, such as 

how we deal with grief and what we believe about life after 

death.  These are issues that we as ministers and clergy deal 

with frequently, and we are always willing to talk and listen to 

anyone who would like to have a conversation. 

So please – just three things that are vital: 

Make a will (do it yourself versions don’t always work) 

Put money aside for a funeral 

Decide what you would like and tell people! 

From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

The Hospice of St Francis – News  October 2017 

experience has totally changed our perceptions of what a 

hospice does.  It’s a really positive place which gave us a 

really valuable time together as a family – time that I will 

never forget.” 

 

Welcome to our new CEO 

We are delighted to welcome to our new CEO, Kate 

Phipps-Wiltshire who brings with her many years’ 

experience in hospices, local authorities and the NHS. 

 

To Kate, a hospice is an espresso shot of living. Hospices, 

in the time that they support people, can be alongside and 

stimulate a whole array of life’s experiences – joy, 

sorrow, reflection, hope, wonder, pain and ultimately we 

hope, peace. Her hope is that we are here for more people, 

we set the standard for hospice care, we spread the ‘buzz’ 

you get from volunteering and fundraising and we inspire 

others and ourselves in being part of what we do.  

 

Returned to Glory 

Have you visited Returned to Glory recently? It’s the 

perfect place to shop for quality pre-loved furniture and 

homewares and be inspired by the bespoke own-label 

range of inspirational furniture and soft furnishings.  Look 

out for the beautiful jewel colours (emeralds, teals, rubies) 

that are in this season and reflected in cushions, bags and 

lampshades made from beautiful designer fabric. 

Do pop the Christmas shopping evening in your diaries – 

Thursday November 2n and check out our website for 

further details. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

I’VE not written much lately but I 

have some sad news to relay. 

 

On the 14th July, the last surviving 

founder member of the Side, Mr. 

(Alan) Peter Alderman passed 

away.  It was in 1948 when some 

of the men who were part of a 

country dancing group became 

interested in The Morris.  They 

had no instructor, but they started 

to teach themselves using a book 

and records.  The Whitchurch Six 

as they were known in the early 

days were the four Hogston 

brothers with John and Peter 

Alderman.  Peter stayed with the 

Side and danced with us until the 

late 1950’s.  Thereafter, whilst not 

dancing, he continued to support 

the Side and met up with us 

whenever we appeared in the 

village. 

End of the Beginning, a Sad Day for the Whitchurch Morris Men by John King 

Pete is the one on the left of this picture.  Photo courtesy of Karl Vaughan 

We would like to offer our condolences to the family and had 

it not been for Peter and the others, there would be no 

Whitchurch Morris Men. 

In the meantime, we’re touring Wiltshire with Wessex MM at 

Cerne Abbas 8 – 10th September and will resume our practice 

evenings on the 3rd October in the village hall in Wilstone at 

8:15 p.m. 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Winter is coming... 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

The nights are drawing in and there’s a definite 
chill in the air.  But don’t despair, we have some 
delicious new soup recipes from Amy’s Kitchen,
including lentil and vegetable and chunky tomato.  
We have been reliably informed by a customer 
that the chunky tomato soup makes a delicious 
base for a casserole too.  With Halloween ap-
proaching, why not get some soups in to warm 
everyone up after an evening of trick or treating? 

Criscuits are another new product for 

you to try. The perfect cross between a 

cracker and a biscuit, Criscuits are 

made from all�natural ingredients and 

are gluten, wheat and egg�free.  We have 

four flavours to tempt the tastebuds; 

hot chilli pepper, coriander and lime, 

cracked black pepper, and smoked sea 

salt.  Criscuits are the perfect accom�

paniment to Cheese of the Week, although 

you have to be quick off the mark as 

this week’s cheese, Cornish Yarg, had 

sold out before I could get a photo of 

it!  In stock from Friday each week.

We have been delighted to be the sales point for John 

Painter’s The Story of Wilstone.  This beautiful book is the 

culmination of years of research and as we go to print, only 

about 7 of the original print run remain available.  So if you 

want a copy don’t delay! 

New Soups 

We’re going crackers 

The Story of Wilstone 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

We have a fantastic 

band of volunteers 

in the shop, but we 

are always on the 

lookout for more!  

Do you have a cou-

ple of hours a week 

to spare?  Or could 

you be available for 

holiday cover?  If 

so, please get in 

touch by telephon-

ing Ali or Diana on 

01442-891167. 
Learning new skills... 
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THE trees really had no business being so colourful. Trees 
should play their part providing a sober backdrop to the 
scenery, and not cover themselves with ostentatious oranges 
and reds and yellows and look more like raucous flamenco 
dancers in mid flourish. But that is exactly what they had done. 
The whole country seemed to be one great blaze of autumn 
splendour; yet already those gorgeous leaves were beginning 
to fall, and carpet the ground with dazzling blankets beneath 
the trees. The least zephyr of wind would whirl them up and 
spin them round and pile them into deep drifts which gave 
endless sport and fun to the children of the village, and 
constant work and cause for grumbling to such as Old 
Siegfried, who was indeed a-grumbling, sitting in state in his 
shed on the allotments, sharing a brew of strong tea with Jake 
Sparhawk. 

“I must have swept up and burnt a ton of leaves 
already,” he complained, “and yet there always seem to be just 
as many of the blooming things still hanging on as there were to 
begin with. Blooming October!” 

Jake had a slurp of his scalding tea, and nodded 
sympathetically. “It is a chore, I’ll admit. The vicar always insists 
on the church paths being kept clear. It’s a full-time job. Still, it’s 
Halloween at the end of the month.” 

“Bah! Halloween,” said Siegfried, giving a fair 
impersonation of an early Ebenezer Scrooge. “Utter rubbish! I 
don’t hold with all this nonsense imported from America.” 

“You grow pumpkins,” Jake pointed out. 
“That’s quite different,” replied Siegfried. “It’s a crop. 

Rodney sells them from the back of his pick-up truck – we 
make a nice bit of beer money out of it.” 

“Well, good.” Jake had some more tea, and looked 
longingly at Siegfried’s old biscuit tin, without success. “But it’s 
not really an American thing you know. It all started here.” 

Siegfried gave Jake a scathing look. “Rubbish. 
Everyone knows it’s a typical Yank “fast buck” thing. Look at the 
shops and places.” 

“Ah yes,” admitted Jake. “But it started here. Mainly 
with the Scots and the Irish. Faded out a bit in England after 
1605 – Guy Fawkes and that lot.” 

“Well, how did it end up so American then?” 
challenged Siegfried. 

“Er, I think it was something to do with potatoes,” said 
Jake, a little uncertainly. “Yes, that’s it. They – the Irish – ran 
out of spuds, so they all went to the USA. Because of all their 
chips, I suppose. And they told the Yanks about Halloween. 
Only the Irish called it Samhain.” 

Old Siegfried drained his mug. “So it really is British 
then? Well, in that case maybe I will give it a bit of a go.” 

 * * * 
Siegfried’s idea of “giving it a go” was not very complicated. He 
prepared one of his own pumpkins by hollowing it out (keeping 
the contents – the seeds to toast and the pulp for Aniseed to 
turn into a pie – he hoped) and cutting what he fondly imagined 
was a scary face in the shell. A stub of old tallow candle 
completed the rig. It resembled an extremely unfortunate 
variety of road-kill, but he was pleased with it, and set it by his 
front door. 

On the night, the village children dressed up in all their 
ghostly and ghastly costumes; witches, of course, and 
mummies, and vampires, and Frankensteins , and - scariest of 
all – a dentist. They eagerly embarked on their feast of Trick or 
Treating, knocking on the doors of anyone rash, or brave, or 
foolhardy enough to have put a pumpkin by their door, or in 
some other way indicated their willingness to be a victim. It was 
the custom to start at one end of the village street, to rampage 

down one side, and then to loot and pillage back up the other 
side. In consequence, it was, as often as not, Alice Ball who 
first received the attentions of the ghoulish mob. She was 
already suspected by some as having more than a bit of a witch 
about her, what with her besom, and dark clothing, and odd 
recipes (or “spells” as some would have them) and when she 
answered the door to the excited children, actually wearing a 
pointy hat, their screams were truly gratifying. But they 
managed to grab and eat handfuls of the Treats she offered, 
and went on their way, quite happy. 

They came next to Prunella Lympe’s house. She had 
gone to great lengths to make sure hers was the finest 
Halloween set up in the village. The drive was lined with a 
dozen or so pumpkins, each carved by the local chainsaw 
artist. Prunella’s designer costume was vampirish and 
glamorous, and gave her a very Morticia Adams air. As for the 
Treats – a Fortnum and Mason Halloween Hamper lay gaping 
open, on display in the hall, surrounded by a fabulous host of 
skeletons with glowing eyes, and bats which bounced up and 
down on springs, and spiders which swung from fine lines in the 
dim light. Prunella gracefully opened her door when the 
children knocked, ready to invite them in to enjoy the display 
and the Treats. No such invitation left her lips. She was swept 
aside by the nightmarish stampede, and within brief seconds, 
the wonderful Hamper lay empty and sacked, the skeletons 
were a tangled mess of bones, and the bats and spiders were 
hopelessly twisted together. Several of the pumpkins along the 
drive were severely injured too. And Prunella, transformed into 
the Wreck of the Hesperus, sat sobbing at the bottom of her 
stairs. 

The marauders moved on, raiding house after house, 
becoming ever more rampant as the sugar levels rose. 
Florence Huckleberry was far too experienced to do more than 
provide a sack of goodies by her front door, but even she had 
made an effort at decoration. Orange painted tennis balls with 
hideous faces were hanging on her fence, and spiders sat in 
the “webs” of old rackets leaning against the walls. Carrying on 
the theme, there was a generous supply of Robinson’s Barley 
Water, but there were few takers. 

The mob returned, back up the street, skirting past 
Thomas Crab’s. He had been banned from giving the children 
any Treats on Halloween ever since the unfortunate occasion 
when he had seen fit to let them try some of his home made 
cider. The consequences were regrettable and I will not dwell 
on them here. 

Some time later, the by then very happy and tired 
children arrived at the final cottage. As far as anyone could 
recall, it was the first time an inviting pumpkin had been 
displayed at this address, and it was a rather nervous young lad 
who gave a tentative knock on the front door. A few seconds of 
silence were followed by the sound of shuffling footsteps 
drawing closer to the door. They stopped. The children drew 
back, many clinging to each other. With classic horror film 
sound effects, the door slowly screeched open, and a terrible 
figure emerged. The clothing was tattered and in disarray, the 
hair was a wild mass of wisps and knots, and bloodshot eyes 
stared at the children. With one accord, they gave vent to a 
piercing scream, and ran for dear life. 

 
Old Siegfried watched them go. He raised a hand to scratch his 
head, then looked down at the large bag of Jelly Eyeballs he 
had been about to offer. He took one himself. 

“Blooming kids!” he mumbled through a mouthful of 

Eyeball, and, shutting the door, he retreated back inside. 

Jelly Eyeballs….. A Story of Longub Puttastone                                                    by Martin Winship 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

♦ Furniture & Accessories 

♦ Mirrors & Pictures 

♦ St. Eval Candles & Diffusers 

♦ Gifts & Textiles 
 

We also stock items by local artists,  

including Love Heart horseshoes.

We are your local stockists of Frenchic®  

furniture paint & stencils. We also stock 

vintage & new handles and knobs, every-

thing you need to transform that tired piece 

of furniture. 

 
50 Western Road, Tring. www.nickysharpinteriors.co.uk 
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WELL.  It is finally out.  The Book.  The Story of Wilstone is 

now available in the Village Shop.  And I don’t think anyone  

is more surprised than me. 
 

I am truly overwhelmed at the response from the village in 

supporting its publication, and very very grateful to the 

generosity of all of you who have contributed towards the 

printing.  Without your support it is questionable as to whether 

it would have been properly published, certainly not in the 

form that it has been. 
 

I would like to correct one impression about the book – it is not 

based on Dick Gomm’s work.  His manuscript, which is on the 

church website, is mostly about the day to day happenings in 

the village in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  But I had 

been scanning in some of Dick’s old photographs of the village 

and as I went through his manuscript I started to become more 

interested in the history of the village generally. 

 

The book is based almost entirely on new research.  I had 

found out about a website which listed discoveries of historical 

interest in Hertfordshire and found reports from archaeological 

investigations and aerial photographs around Wilstone with 

evidence of old settlements.  I have also long been interested in 

old maps of this area but when I began to study them more 

carefully I found out much more about the early village – lots 

of things that Dick had not written about.  I started to 

document what I was beginning to find out and then decided 

that I should try to record everything that I could discover 

about the early history of Wilstone.  It was only then that it 

began to turn into a sort of digital book on my computer.  

Nearly all of it has been found independently, there are a few 

places where I have introduced things that Dick has written 

about.  I couldn’t not mention the ‘Witch’, or the School or the 

Church, but I have mostly included just enough to fit them in 

to the ‘Story’.  You will find many more details in Dick’s 

manuscript. 
 

I thought that it would be a shame if I could not make this 

available to other people who might be interested.  I couldn’t 

put it on the internet because it included pictures of maps and 

other material that would have involved complicated copyright 

issues, so a book it would need to be.  You still need copyright 

clearance to publish material in a book but when it is published 

through a history society it is much easier!  The question was 

of course – would it be affordable and anyway how many 

people would want to buy it?  However, when the donations 

towards the printing costs were so generously offered, it 

became possible for it to be published properly, and most 

importantly, at a price that people could afford. 
 

And so there it is – a book about Wilstone published with the 

help of the people of Wilstone (and a few others), and it seems 

possibly a best seller, at least in Wilstone! 

Thank You All So Very Very Much, 

– o – o – o – o – o –

The Story of Wilstone is now on sale in Wilstone Community 

Shop, Meads farm shop and Tring Local History Museum at 

£14.95. 

The ideal Christmas present, it’s a real bargain, hardback, full 

colour, lots about Wilstone and there are actually 200 

photographs, maps and diagrams in the book! 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

An unrivalled variety of vodka, brandy, gin and 
fine malt whisky. Here are some current offers. 
Absolut Citron vodka. Usually £29.99, now £19.99 to readers. 
Belvedere vodka (Poland). Usually £38.99, but £35 to readers. 
Grey Goose vodka (France). Usually £38.99, this month £35. 

Torres 10 Gran Reserva brandy (Spain). Was £21.99, now £19.99. 
Gran Capatz Brandy de Jerez. £19.99, offer price £15.99. 

And we always have a great selection of Prosecco, Champagne and 
other fine wines. Having a party? We can offer a discount on cases. 

 

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2.30pm-10.30pm. Fri and Sat:  
12.30 - 11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. While stocks last. Offers end 30 November 2017. 
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IT is hard to believe that I 

have been in Wilstone for over 

a year now so that means I 

have had my allotment for that 

time too.  I took it over from 

Steve late September last year 

and he very kindly left me all 

kinds of tools, water butts, a 

shed and a plethora of other 

useful items which was good 

of him. 

 

He also left another large shed 

which needed assembling.  

Although this turned out on 

assembly to be more of a 

greenhouse than a shed. I am 

still happy to have it, although 

I need to make a door to fit it 

before the winter wind gets 

inside it. 

 

I was lucky last autumn after I 

took over the plot that the 

weather stayed fine and 

allowed me to get a lot of 

work done including the 

ground being dug and 

manured.  This helped a lot 

when spring arrived. 

 

My Dad who has had an 

allotment in Hemel for over 

forty years gives advice and I 

help him with his from time to 

time. (He is 91).  I confess I 

am no expert so a lot of the 

first year’s planting was a bit 

of trial and error.  Early in the 

year I planted apple and pear 

trees.  One apple did not 

survive after getting hit by a 

late frost; the others are doing 

fine.  All my strawberries, 

raspberries and tayberries did 

well and my spuds and runner 

beans are growing like weeds 

– as are the weeds themselves 

which seem to grow every 

time you turn your back on 

them. 

 

I am very grateful to all the 

other friendly and helpful plot-

holders who have given me 

advice and things to plant.  I 

am still making mistakes like 

leaving it too late in picking 

my peas so they were hard.  It 

is all part of the learning curve 

and I hope the photos taken 

before and after show some 

progress. 

Plot 15 make over 
 

By Jon Fish 
 

Before (above) and after (below) photos by Jon Fish 



Village News 

Page 26 October 2017 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

ROOFING 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 
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This is the 12th year of Tring’s Own Apple Fayre.  A seasonal 

celebration of environment, food and culture. 

 

In 2004 Tring’s last surviving orchard was saved from 

development. Nationally important, the country’s only 

surviving First World War smallholding still remains, along 

with its historic bungalow, its orchard and nationally scarce 

wildlife. Featured in The Times and on BBC’s Countryfile, it 

helped to establish Tring Farmers’ Market in 1999 – one of 

the very first in the country and has hosted an Apple Day 

since 2005. This has grown into Tring’s Own Apple Fayre, a 

powerful seasonal festival which engages all sections of the 

community where possible. It aims to celebrate and support 

our local environment, its businesses and its people together 

in a fun way. 

 

Local community groups and organisations have teamed up 

and organised a great variety of events for all generations to 

enjoy around the theme of harvest, nature, and apples of 

course! 

 

All events can be found on www.tringtogether.org.uk what’s 

on page or facebook page TringsOwnAppleFayre. 

Remember to follow @visittring on twitter for further details. 

 

Plus! For a few coins purchase 

Tring‘s Own Apple Recipe 

Book with original recipes from 

our favourite destinations such 

as Beechwood Fine Foods & 

Puddingstone Distillery, also 

including contributions from 

local schools and community 

groups.  On your marks, get set, 

bake! 

Saturday 14th October Pippin Parade & Farmers Market 
 
9am - 1pm Costards!  
Special edition of Tring Farmers‘ Market, 
Church Square 
Support your locally 
generated produce with 
a special fruity flavour. 
Activities on the day 
include local school 
‘scarecrows’ judging, 
Morris dancing, apple 
pressing - bring your 
own apples and a bottle for juicing -, local crafts, a 
plague of Tring’s own frogs and your favourite Tring 
Farmer‘s Market stalls.  

The agricultural story line?. by David Mead  
JUST the maize to go.  It will shortly be cut for silage for 

some neighbouring farmers’ dairy cows.  They love it, this 

year’s effort must be a record breaker, the weather has made 

the grass grow as well.  There is no hurry to bring the cattle 

in.  It will help to compensate the price for calves.  I expect 

the value of the pound will change, making them cheaper. 

 

The new variety of grass has produced 4 cuts of grass for 

silage, amazing, the machines seem to cope.  If we have a 

long winter there should be enough. 

 

20 black faced young ladies, Suffolks, have arrived, all keen 

to meet their ram.  It’s usually the first week in October when 

things happen, I’ve been watching the farmers in Scotland 

coping with their sheep and cattle.  There won’t be so many 

complaints when the lambs appear in March next year.  I did 

wonder if being on television helped sell the bulls, there is 

nothing like publicity to help spread the word.  We ought to 

organise a few pictures of the heap of logs!  A lot of 

restaurants want wood for their pizza ovens. 

There has been some building work here in 

Wilstone at the old stable block.  It’s very 

impressive, the materials that are used.  

Insulation and strength, plugs, double 

glazing.  The old horses would have been 

very impressed.  I did catch Alex making 

some brick sized holes for ventilation.  I didn’t say anything.  

We should have the neighbours moving in before Christmas.  

There has been no work done on the dry canal this summer.  I 

think I might be in the minority, looking forward to seeing the 

water flowing along from Wendover to Bulbourne, no locks 

or pumps.  Water at Wendover would have to go to Oxford to 

get to London and the river Thames, somebody knew where 

they were going. 

 

I would like to congratulate John Painter on the book he has 

produced.  I am sure Dick Gomm would have been very 

pleased.  Good old Wilstone I say.  Not a bad place for a 

shop, pub, fete, church, allotment, good walks and, dare I 

mention, a farm shop? 

Tring‘s Own Apple Fayre 2O17                  by Trish Dowden 

10.30am—11am Magnolia Apple Cart Procession 
See the Apple cart procession with dancers, hop-bearing 
and school scarecrows with a difference! Celebrate 
Tring’s ancient market and farming traditions. Leaves 
the King‘s Arms at 10.30am to process along High St to 
St Peter and St Paul Church. 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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ONE of the most wonderful things about living in the 

countryside is that, at this time of year, the hedgerows are full 

of wonderful produce that can be picked – for free! 

 

We have all, to a greater or lesser extent, become reliant on 

supermarkets to supply us with produce at any time of the 

year, whether it is in season or not.  We become accustomed 

to strawberries at Christmas and citrus fruit whenever we 

choose to have it, and ignore the bounty that nature can 

provide us with – because we cannot wait or be content with 

what is in season from this country.  Growing seasons are 

extended by means of polytunnels, and imported food can be 

flown in whenever required. 

 

Early autumn is a wonderful time to check out the 

neighbourhood and taste what nature has to offer.  As a 

family we always pick the blackberries growing on the 

hedges which leads to a plethora of pies, jams and sorbets as 

we realise we’ve over-picked, again!  Damsons and sloes are 

added to the haul and more jams, sorbets and alcohol are 

produced and stored for consumption during the winter 

months. 

 

The picking window changes depending on the type of 

summer that preceded the autumn months, but everything is 

used, cooked and consumed as we pretend that we are still 

capable of living off the land and agreeing that ‘next year’ we 

will turn the garden over to vegetables in homage to The 

Good Life, and really go ‘off-grid’.  It hasn’t happened yet, 

but maybe next year! 

 

One recipe that we regularly use is for a Cherry and Berry Pie 

(set out on the right) which is quick and easy to make and 

goes down a treat with the Sunday Roast.  The best thing 

about it is that it can be made all year round – as long as you 

don’t count the air miles! 

IN last month's report I mentioned that our WI was 

entering a competition in the Bucks Show, called “A 

Victorian Room” and including examples of art, 

needlecraft, baking and flower arranging. Well, I am 

very pleased to report that out of 15 other entries we 

were placed in joint fourth position. There were only 

three points between ourselves and first place, so we 

are now spurred on to do even better next year! 

 

Our speaker this month was Valerie Edwards, the 

head guide from Chenies Manor. She gave a 

fascinating talk about the history of the Manor, 

accompanied by slides of the beautiful gardens. On 

10th October we will be welcoming Bill Hamilton, 

the BBC news correspondent, for a return visit. This 

promises to be a very interesting evening, with 

anecdotes from his chequered career. 

 

Although Christmas still seems a long way off, a 

date for your diaries must be 1st December. Last 

year we held a very popular Christmas Wreath 

workshop in the village hall, and a similar event is 

planned for this year. We will be making Christmas 

swags and table decorations. 

 

We are always glad to have visitors to hear our 

speakers, so come and join us for an entertaining 

talk, followed by our famous tea, cakes and raffle. 

Think you have what it takes? 
 
Join us on Saturday 28th October 

at 10.45am in Tring Church 
Square  

for the Apple Bake Off! 
 
As part of the Tring Farmers‘ 
Market (9am-1pm) bake one of 
Trish‘s apple based recipes and see if 
you’ll be crowned Tring Apple Fayre 
Champion Baker! All ages are welcome 
to participate. The categories child, teen 
and adult are to be judged by foodie 
Tring celebrities on the day. Entry is 
free but you need to register by 
emailing mail@kiwichik.co.uk.  

Autumn Foraging by Sally Smith 
Cherry & Berry Pie 

Ingredients: 

500g ready-made puff pastry (or you could make your own!) 

1 beaten egg 

2 tbsp semolina 

650g mixed berries (fresh or frozen) 

2 tbsp caster sugar 

Icing sugar (for dusting) 

 

Method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 200˚c, gas mark 6.  Roll out the 

pastry and cut around a 30cm plate to create a circle 

2. Place the pastry circle on a baking sheet and brush 

with beaten egg, before sprinkling with 1 tbsp of 

semolina. 

3. Mix the berries, 1 tbsp of caster sugar and remaining 

semolina in a bowl. 

4. Pile the fruit into the centre of the pastry and scrunch 

up the edges. 

5. Brush the scrunched edges with more beaten egg and 

sprinkle with sugar. 

6. Chill for 30 minutes in the fridge before baking in the 

top of the oven for 30 minutes, or until golden brown. 

7. Dust with the icing sugar and serve in slices. 

WI Successes by Maggy Winship 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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No 115 solution  

ABF-The Soldiers'  2017 Charity cycle ride             by Colin Moore 

THE Sunday the 3rd September saw around 500 cyclists pass 
through Wilstone and Long Marston. This was the annual Soldiers’ 
Charity ride. There were 4 routes ranging from 32 to 64 miles and 
like last year The Half Moon was the refreshment stop. Nearly all 
riders stopped for a few minutes. They had set off from Leighton 
Buzzard football ground at Tilsworth at various times depending on 
the length of the route. 
 
Guy and Abby the landlord and landlady have been very 
supportive of the charity and even arranged for some sturdy cycle 
racks. 
 
The organiser Jacqui Sage-Passant said the number of cyclists 
were slightly down on last year. Nevertheless it will raise a 
significant amount of money for the charity. 

Refreshed and ready for the hilly return to Tilsworth 

By 1100 am it was getting busy 

Get your bananas here! 

Photos 

Village 

News 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

Cecilia Tea Rooms
Friday, 27th October :  3 p.m. – 5 p.m.

£3.50 per head
Full afternoon tea – homemade sandwiches and cakes, 

and as much tea/coffee as you wish to drink 
 

Booking your seat greatly helps with catering, although you are 
welcome to just drop in.  

 

Contact: Christine 07514 548289 or 01296 668337

This will be our last “Tea Rooms” in 2017 – It will re-open in the 
Spring of 2018. 

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST

THE OCTOBER SUPPER N. Due to several factors, we have 

decided to cancel the October Supper for this year but, in lieu, we will hold a 
lunchtime event either in January as a New Year Lunch, OR, in February as a 
Valentines Lunch. 
 
Full details will appear in a later issue of the Village News. 
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Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

That was the 150th year that was! By Paul 

Division 7 proved far too difficult for 

the Third XI and relegation to division 8 will give the up and 

coming youngsters a much more comfortable environment to 

develop in 2018. 

 

Saturday 16th September saw the highlight of the season for 

many of our players and officials as we took on the Cross 

Arrows on the Lord’s Nursery Ground at the world famous 

venue in St Johns Wood. Winning the toss and electing to bowl 

looked a wrong decision as opponents rattled up 140 runs for 

the loss of just one wicket by the 17th over. However, 

persistence stemmed the flow but Cross Arrows still reached a 

daunting 306 for 8 from the allotted 45 overs. A famous run 

chase saw us home to victory by 5 wkts with just nine balls 

remaining. Brilliant knocks by two of the lads who have been 

with us since they were old enough to carry a bat were the 

highlights. Rory Miscampbell scored 109 and James Beesley 

ended not out on 101 to see the club home. Great evening 

followed with much jubilation on the coach back to Marlins... 

 

We look forward to our birthday dinner in the Long Room at 

Lord’s on 7th October when 181 of our members and friends 

join in the final celebration of the year. The club awards will 

also be presented at this much awaited dinner. 

 

Our pool of youngsters continues to increase and develop under 

the stewardship of Lee Beesley. Lee can be contacted on 

develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk or mobile 07923 462037 if you 

have a youngster with cricketing aptitude who is looking to 

develop further.  Winter nets and training sessions are already 

being planned. 

The photographs show the team members who played against the Cross Arrows at 

Lord’s, together with Jim Dean (President) and Paul Dumpleton (Chairman). 

WHAT an end to a fantastic playing 

season to complete our 150th year! 

The final league day of the season 

saw Paul Young’s Second XI travel 

to top of the table Cumnor, beat them 

convincingly and finish the day as 

Division 5 champions. Five 

consecutive 25 point wins provide a 

brilliant home run on the rails and 

means the side will now be playing in 

Division 4 next season, another first 

for the club’s second XI. 

 

Peter Toovey’s First XI finished third 

in Division 1, the highest season end 

position we have achieved so far. A 

very poor performance in the third 

from last game away at Tiddington 

may well have cost us the title. Never 

the less a third place finish just ten 

points behind the winners was no 

mean feat. 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Adele Hopkin supported by PC Mark Procter 

and PCSO Martin Leadbetter  01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747r 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Lucy Bancroft     email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School 01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ?
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

01442 825356  

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the November 

2017 edition is: Wednesday 18 October 2017. 
 

The editor is Colin Moore 
 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Local names and numbers 
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JILL WALKER, 
the Wilstone 
based purveyor of 
fine soaps and 
scented candles, 
wins first prize for 
the quality of her 
stand at the Bucks 
County Show, 
presented to her 
by the Show’s 
Sponsor, Steve 
Gayler. 
 

Photo by Peter 

Walker 

Spotters' Corner No.437 
 

The State of 
California (?) 

Spotted flying in Long Marston, the state 

flag of California was of course one of 

September's Cracking Flags, marking 

California Day on Saturday 9th. 

Based on that of the California Republic 

(declared in 1846) the single star 

represents freedom. 

The grizzly bear is, er... a big fierce bear. 

 

Contributed by Phil Buchi 

 

See page 9 for October’s Cracking Flags 

Below 

 

Rising mist off the Aylesbury Arm. 

Signs that winter is coming.  
 

Contributed by Peter Walker  

Village 

Views 

Bucks Show 

Award 

Don’t forget to share with us your views 

of the parish, familiar or novel, natural or 

man made, and anything in between! 



Village News 

Page 36 October 2017 

And on to Long Marston and the crowds outside 

the Queen’s Head 

Photos above and left by Kevin Bunce 

And soon they crowd the bridge         Photos above Village News 

The leaders over Dixons Gap bridge  

Tour of Britain                                               by our sports correspondent  
SATURDAY the 9th of September saw the Tour of Britain 
pass through our villages, during stage 7 from Hemel 
Hempstead, and finishing in Cheltenham some four hours 
and 185 kilometres later. 
 There were many spectators positioned along the 
route, including at various vantage points in our villages. 
 Waiting for the riders at Dixons Gap bridge was 
tense, police motor cyclists with sirens and flashing blue 
lights, the official car announced that all riders were in 
one large group. We could see the helicopter which was 
filming the event - they must be close. 
 Suddenly a rider appeared on the bridge and by 
the time I had pushed the shutter release the leaders 
were over the bridge. Within a fraction of a second the 
whole bridge was full of riders.  What an incredible sight!  
Three motor cycles appeared and passed within what 
seemed inches. Three riders brought up the rear and 
within in seconds the whole cavalcade had passed. 
 
And they were on to Long Marston where some of the 
numerous police motorcyclists that  preceded the Tour 
riders at intervals to ensure the road was clear, took the 
opportunity to stop and chat to the many spectators lining 
the road outside the Queen’s Head, not to mention 
having fun sounding their sirens without having an 
emergency call to race to! 
 The cyclists themselves whizzed past the pub in 
about 15 seconds flat, followed by the TV crew, a TV 
helicopter overhead, numerous support vehicles, 
ambulance, and anyone else required to pick up the 
pieces should anyone take a tumble. Later in the stage 
several did just that as by then it was raining heavily. 

After the excitement of seeing the Tour 
riders ‘live’, and thinking that the world 
would have seen our charming villages 
(albeit briefly) we went indoors to review 
the TV coverage – I was particularly 
looking forward to seeing how they 
negotiated the bridge at the junction with 
Lukes Lane. Imagine our disappointment 
when the live coverage was stopped for 
an ad break just as the lead rider 

approached Dixons Gap bridge and resumed 
in time for the commentator to report that they 
had just left Long Marston. 
So much for comprehensive TV coverage! Oh 
well, there’s always YouTube (thanks to 
Thomas Hodson for posting his videos online) 
and, of course, you can always rely on Village 
News to cover events of national importance 
happening in our villages! 


