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SKIPPER Paul Young did all that was 
asked of him in leading the side to the 
Division 6 title.  A crack at a second 
promotion in 2017 (the club’s 150

th

anniversary year) now awaits as we 
strengthen from below in support of 
our First XI in Division One.  
Consistent performances throughout 
the year saw the Second XI assured 
of promotion before the final game 
started.  Weather all but wiped out the 
entire Cherwell programme on Sept 
3

rd
 leaving the side well clear at the 

top. 
 
First XI survived in Division One after 
a worrying couple of weeks and 
topping the table in early July. The 
inconsistent batting performances 
need to be addressed in 2017 and 
already excellent news is at hand with 
new players committing to the cause. 
 

(Continued on page 35) 

President Jim Dean presented the Len Dean 

Cup to Matt Wareham Second XI player. 

1st October - Cyprus 

Jeremy Smith, LMCC overseas player receiving one of his many awards (including 

best match winning performance) from Chairman Paul Dumpleton. President, Jim 

Dean looks on. Photos by Elsie Beesley 

Congratulations to LMCC Second XI – 
Champions of Cherwell League Div 6.  
by Paul Dumpleton 
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As promised last month! 
JUST in this spot in last month’s Village News we said 
that we would give you the results of the Tring Charities 
Diploma, and we always try to deliver on our promises.  
So in the photograph below, you can see Lesley 
Stephenson with the Tring Charities certificate for his 
wildlife garden in his allotment, yes really! 
 
Complete with pond, as seen in the photograph 
bordered by the certificate and his leg, Lesley has 

turned his allotment into a haven for wildlife which also 
provides produce.  The ultimate two in one.  Who says 
you can’t have butterflies and cabbages? 
 
For the full write up of the judging (including hints on 
how to gain more points under the Royal Horticultural 
Society rules) and the winner of the Potash Allotment 
Cup by Joan Bean please turn to page 23. 

Photo by Alison 
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Welcome to October’s Village News!  With the recent 

equinox we are now into the six months where there is 

more dark than light.  In this transition period we have 

reports of summer events past and wintry things to look 

forward to.  It’s the season of making the most of the 

daylight, no need to hibernate yet! 

 

The end of the month is All Saints Day (not sure that there 

is a flag for it) followed by All Souls’ Day, and the 

patronal festival for All Saints church, so please support 

Jane so she can get herself organised for that.  She sets 

herself a challenge on page 17. 

 

After the positive comments Martin Winship received 

regarding his Cracking Flags! in last month’s Village 

News, look out for news of this month’s flags…. and you 

will need to look out for them! 

 

Thank you to all who have contributed and all who are 

reading it, hope that you enjoy it.  Tell next month’s editor 

Colin if you don’t. 

 

PS Anyone concerned about the ‘CAB’ and its 

construction could look here: 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg411.htm 

It might seem a bit scary, but then it is the month for 

Halloween! 

The next edition will be for November 2016 

and the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 19 October 2016. 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us  

at any of the services.
.

2nd October 
10am St. Cross Holy Communion 

10am All Saints Sunday Worship 

 

9th October 
8.15am St. Mary’s Holy Communion 

10am St Cross Sunday Worship 

10am All Saints Holy Communion 

6pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

16th October 
10am St. Cross Holy Communion 

10am All Saints Worship for All 

3pm All Saints – Stick Sunday Walk 

4pm All Saints Worship for All 

 

23rd October 
10am St. Cross Pet Service 

10am All Saints Holy Communion 

3.30pm St. Mary’s Evensong  

 

30th October 
10am St. Cross Sunday Worship 

10am All Saints Holy Communion – Patronal Festival 

 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

Read Village News online at: 
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm) 

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 5 October,  Wilstone village hall 

Wednesday 2 November, Long Marston village hall  

Saturday 1 October 

October Supper at Puttenham.. 

Sunday 2 October 

Concert by the Ridgeway Quartet. St Cross 3.30pm 

Saturday 8 October 

Long Marston Cricket Club Race Night, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 19 October 

• Hertfordshire’s Rural Conference, Church Farm, 

Ardeley 

• “Call the Midwife” Jennifer Worth talks about her life, 

her work, and her writing. Cecilia Hall 7.30pm 

Friday 21 October 

• Church Quiz Long Marston Victory Hall 7.30pm 

• Wilstone Film night  village hall 8pm 

Tuesday 25 October 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Friday 28 October 
Cecilia Tea Rooms, Puttenham, 3pm 

Saturday 5 November 

Long Marston fireworks display 6.30pm 

Old Toms field. 

Wednesday 16 November 

Tring Mansion from Wren to the Performing Acts School, 

Nora Grace Hall 8pm 

Friday 18 November  

The Dressmaker ,Wilstone Film night village hall 8pm 

Tuesday 22 November 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 13 December 

Carols round the tree, Long Marston village green 7pm 

Friday 16 December  

Wilstone Film night  village hall 8pm 

Wednesday 18 January 

Two Georgian Houses in the Chilterns, Tring Parish Hall, 

8pm 

Tuesday 24 January 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 28 February 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 15 March 

Berkhampsted in the Great War, Tring Parish Hall, 8pm 

Tuesday 28 March 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Thursday 18 May 

Pitstone Museum, Tring Parish Hall 8pm 

 

All Saints, Long Marston 

FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 
7.30 pm for 8 pm start in Long Marston village hall. 

Featuring Quiz by Toby & Curry by Huw  Beef 

Rogan Josh, Sag Aloo, Chana Daal, Rice, Naan  

(vegetarian option available on request)  Tickets only 

£15 (includes the curry)  

phone Rev’d Jane 01442 822170  

or email Trish admin@tringteamparish.org.uk 

4th October - Lesotho 

Friday November 18th 
 

The Dressmaker 
 

Wilstone Village Hall, 8pm 

Admit 
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BABYSITTING SERVICE 

I am a 17-year-old girl, I attend Tring School and I am 
currently in my first year sixth form. I’m going to Borneo 
on World Challenge in summer 2017 where our trip will 
include trekking and project work. I would like to do 
some babysitting in order to raise funds, please let me 
know if you would like my services.  

 
Contact: Sophie Freestone, 
 17 New Road Wilstone 
 
Mobile number: 07713 433882 

SUNDAY LUNCH (£6.50 / £8.50) 
CHOICE OF 3 MEATS OR MEAT PIE 

VEGETARIAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

ALL FOOD IS FRESHLY COOKED 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon -Fri 6:30am til 5pm 

Saturday 7:00am til 3pm 

Sunday 10:00am til 3pm 

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
(INCLUDING CEREALS & PORRIDGE) 

THE OLD AIRFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

CHEDDINGTON LANE, LONG MARSTON 

LUNCH SERVED FROM MIDDAY 
A CHOICE OF 3 HOME-COOKED MEALS 

PLUS A WIDE SELECTION OF PUDDINGS 

Why not join us on Christmas Day 
A FULL 3 COURSE MEAL WITH ALL THE 

TRADITIONAL TRIMMINGS FOR ONLY £40 

VEGETARIAN / GLUTEN FREE 

MEALS COOKED TO ORDER.  

GROUPS CATERED FOR 
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 



Village News 

Page 7 October 2016 

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

ST.CROSS CHURCH 

WILSTONE 
 

SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER 

3.30PM 
 

ENJOY A CONCERT BY 

THE RIDGEWAY QUARTET

FOLLOWED BY 

REFRESHMENTS 
 

FREE ADMISSION, WITH A 
RETIRING COLLECTION FOR 
THE FRIENDS OF ST. CROSS 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

BEACON INDOOR BOWLS CLUB 
Invitation to new members. 
Why not give it a try 
 

The club is situated in Pitstone's memorial hall 
and are inviting those interested to come 
along on Thursday evenings at 7pm to explore 
what Indoor Bowls is all about. 
 

If you are looking for a sociable and friendly 
evening, then this is where to be. If you've 
never played indoor bowls why not give it a 
go. We will provide the Bowls and guide you 
along. 
 

All you need is the £2 charge for the evening 
and a pair of trainers or similar flat sole 
shoes.  
Free tea and coffee with biscuits provided. 
 

For Further enquiries please contact Ken 
Tel. 01442 828 525.Mobile. 07958 273 589 
 
or email;  kenlawless@hotmail.co.uk

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION  

Registered Charity No. 1077157 
 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2017, but are concerned that financial resources 
might not match up to the requirements?  
 
Are you under the age of 22? Have you lived in 
Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, 
Puttenham, Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least 
three years?  
 
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for 
information and an application form. 
 
Website details:  
www.tringcharities.co.uk/education
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 
01442 827913 
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk
Please note that the closing date is 15 November 
2016 to lodge a completed application for grants 
payable from Autumn 2017. 

Long Marston Cricket Club Race Night

Saturday 8th October 7:30pm 

Contact Martin Keable on 07855154717 
to book your place asap for catering numbers 

£6.50 including a meal 

Come and join us for a fun filled 
evening of racing with a live tote 

8 Races including an auction race 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Waterworld (yes, the meeting was filmed 

again, cue more dodgy film titles!) 

SEPTEMBER’s lengthy meeting at Puttenham was awash 

with discussion about flooding. Cllr Morgan reported on the 

activities of the Flood Working Party (FWP), which is meeting 

regularly. County Councillor Nick Hollinghurst attended the 

last meeting: he has asked for £2000 for a channel to be 

installed to run surface water into the brook along Chapel 

Lane, Long Marston. Cllr Morgan stressed that this wouldn’t 

cure the flooding in Chapel Lane, as the brook itself 

overflows.  

 

The first phase of the FWP’s activities is fact gathering: they 

are adding details to a 1952 Ordnance Survey map (which has 

more detail than contemporary ones) and have found the 

Village Council archive very useful in providing information 

to add to it. They are also conducting bi-weekly flow-mapping 

of ditches and correlating this with rainfall and canal levels, 

and have obtained a drainage map for the whole area. At the 

meeting on 4th October a representative of the Environment 

Agency will be present when Herts County Council share the 

interim findings of the Option report with the FWP, so 

completion of the first phase will be delayed until after that. 

 

Cllr Morgan will be objecting, on behalf of the TRPC, to the 

proposed housing development at Loxley Farm in Long 

Marston, at Dacorum Borough Council’s planning meeting, 

because of its impact on both sewage and floodwater.  

 

Money Talks 
 

Cllr Hollinghurst had suggested that the TRPC contributed 

£2000towards solving the flooding issue, to persuade Herts 

CC that the parish is serious about solving the problem. As 

reported last month, Cllr Morgan asked that the TRPC allocate 

£20000 from its unallocated funds (‘rainy day’ money?!) - in 

addition to the £4000 already approved - as a “place-marker” 

in order to progress resolving the problem, as funding has 

always been the issue. Cllrs Garnham and Winfield felt that 

was unnecessary, as £4000 should be enough. Cllr Wheeler-

Cornell disputed that £20000 was available and was unhappy 

about ring-fencing it, stating that allocation of funds needed to 

be for the whole parish.  

 

There followed a lively debate about where this £20000had 

come from, what it was supposed to have been allocated to 

and why it wasn’t shown on the monthly finance sheet. This 

will be on the agenda for October’s TRPC meeting. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674 

Ms Andrea Garnham  01296 660767 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190 

Mr John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman)  01296 662207 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977 

Mr Malcolm Morgan 01296 661747 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Details to be confirmed 

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

Summer offers for Village News readers! 
We have a great selection of quality wines - come in and see. 

An excellent Prosecco for the summer at only £7.99.
Codorniu Vintage Cava Rosé, special price £7.99. 
Pierre Darcy's Champagne discounted to £19.99. 

Yellow Tail Pino Grigio/Shiraz/Merlot: mixed 6 for £35. 
Isla Negra range: £5.50. Lindemans: 2 for £12. 

Beers and lagers - we have famous brands at great prices too. 
While stocks last. Many other offers and discounts in the shop. 

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 - 
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm. Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. Offers end 30 September 2016. 

The Money Pit (!) 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell stated that the Community Asset 

Building (CAB) would be ready to taken over from the 

builders on September 12th. Cllr Morgan asked what the 

quote for the works was, and asked for copies of the invoice 

contract and plans, as these would be required to ensure that 

the work had been completed as specified. Cllr Wheeler-

Cornell stated that the order was placed verbally, as had been 

the custom. (Er… what about CDM, the Construction Acts, 

etc. Ed.) 

 

Cllr Thirkettle asked whether the rent for using the CAB 

should be raised. The income from it was supposed to repay 

the loan, but whilst the income was £600 per annum, the cost 

of consumables (toilet roll, soap, baby changing facilities etc) 

was £900. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell replied that some of these 

items have to be provided by law. 

 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell asked when the disabled access toilet 

should be kept open, as its access is from outside the 

building. Cllr Briant said it should have a “radar key”, which 

would ensure that disabled holders of these keys could use it. 

Unfortunately it doesn’t have one. Discussion on opening 

times is deferred until the next meeting. 

 

The Game Plan 
 

Cllr Thirkettle reported that the tenders for the recreation 

ground play equipment were due back at the end of 

September and he would update the meeting in October. 

 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell said that two quotations had been 

received for the outdoor gym equipment, both of which were 

over £11000.. 

 

Week 2 of the Summer Camp had been a “resounding 

success”, reported Cllr Wheeler-Cornell: lots more children 

attended, they enjoyed themselves and their parents were 

happy. All the councillors present agreed that another would 

be held at October half-term. 

9th October - Chequered (Japan F1 GP) 
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THIS is the last report I will write on the progress of Village 

Network’s wireless broadband roll out within Tring Rural 

since we started the project in late 2015.  The plan was to 

provide a viable alternative to BT Broadband which was 

failing to provide adequate speeds, especially for the 

increasing number of people who work from home.  Whilst 

there have been many difficulties along the way, some of 

them self-inflicted, this has now largely been achieved. It has 

to be said that Village Network’s customer service has been 

poor, but they are very much a company with a strong 

technical background, and stuff like customer service does 

not come easily to them. However, they have addressed the 

problem and I believe it has improved. Still a way to go 

though. 

 

Following the survey paid for by Tring Rural Parish Council, 

Village Networks has been rolling out broadband to areas of 

the parish where it has identified a viable business case for 

investment in infrastructure. Not everyone has been 

successful in getting the services however, almost entirely as 

a result of trees blocking visibility of the signal between local 

nodes and individual residences. And at the time of writing, it 

is understood that BT are now installing fibre optic from the 

Aylesbury exchange into the Long Marston area, but there is 

still no visibility of similar fibre optic services for Wilstone 

and other villages served by the Tring exchange.   

 

Following successful negotiations with Mead’s Farm, Village 

Networks has installed a main node on top of a silo at the 

farm and additional nodes in the village of Wilstone. As a 

result, all customers requiring broadband services on Tring 

Road, New Road and other properties in the village have 

been installed. An additional node has been installed on 

Wilstone Village Hall and there is a free Wi-Fi hotspot being 

installed there. 

 

There are now a number of customers in Dixons Wharf, 

which was a particular technical challenge and further survey 

work is underway to identify the best way to serve the west 

side of the Wilstone around Chapel Fields. Customers in the 

Gubblecote area and other individual properties to the north 

of the village have had installations and Village Networks are 

in discussions with the developer of the new houses on 

Luke's Lane and believe they will be able to serve these 

houses.  

 

There are some properties which are proving difficult to 

reach and/or the investment required to cover this installation 

at this time cannot be financially justified. There was no 

capital funding forthcoming for this project, so expansion has 

to be funded out of existing revenues. 

 

Overall, this has been a successful exercise in local people 

not accepting the poor communication and indifferent 

attitude of a conglomerate like BT, and instead taking matters 

into their own hands and making something different happen. 

Long Marston Victory Hall

Are looking for a new treasurer. 

We require someone to administer our day-to-day 

accounts working closely with the bookings 

secretary to ensure all payments are received and 

bills paid. They would also be expected to present 

up-to-date accounts at each meeting (5 a year). 

Please contact Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

Fabulous Fireworks Display

The Victory Hall committee are looking for 
donations of wood from the villages for our 
bonfire. All must be easily accessible and 
ready for collection on Sunday 30th October 
in the morning.      Please contact  
Toby 07970 636168 lmvhchair@gmail.com 
or Chris Hodges 01296 668475 

Appeal for Firewood 

Village Networks and wireless broadband in Tring Rural  

the final communication. 
An update on the implementation of wireless broadband in Tring Rural, by Peter Walker 

It still surprises me that for many of us, given how much of 

our daily lives demands internet access, that it is regarded by 

others as a luxury and not an essential service. As someone 

who works from home, I was getting speeds of between 

1&2mhp through BT during the day, and it was dying a death 

when the children came home from school and started their 

homework at 4pm. I am told that the BT service is getting 

worse in some areas, as more and more use iPlayer and 

attempt to download films, using up what little broadband 

capacity there is. With Village Networks I now get speeds 

averaging around 20mhp, and others have reported even 

higher speeds.    

 

So for the last time of writing, if you would like to see if you 

can get wireless broadband, please call  

Village Networks on 0333 321827 or 

visit www.villagenetworks.co.uk

10th October - Fiji 
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From Dave Jenkinson 
 

Dixon’s Gap Bridge 
 

On a sunny weekend early in September the drudgery of a 

normal "work-a- day-world” was brought to an abrupt end 

when I opened "Village News” and did a double-take at “No 

lights for Dixon’s Gap”. Well that brought even more 

sunshine into the day and the broadest smile I think I have 

had all year. 

 

For at last someone with some sense has said NO to a hair-

brained scheme within yet another Cottonwool Crusade.  

When the world is trying to save the Planet from various 

concoctions, all a certain Councillor wanted to do was add to 

it by having vehicles waiting pointlessly and polluting for no 

reason, just in case if left to their own devises “could” bang 

into one another or the bridge itself.  Not only the pollutants 

while waiting, the machinery polluting while taking at least 

three weeks longer to complete the project than otherwise 

stated, the inconvenience to road users while the road is either 

closed or held up (and polluting) in endless restrictions, and 

to say nothing of the vast expense of which without a great 

deal of thought could be channelled to far more needy and 

worthwhile projects. 

 

It would be far more heartening to think that the said 

Councillor spent his time and efforts far more wisely by 

engaging equally robustly with the problem of clearing the 

ditches around the parish so that any impending winter deluge 

may have a chance to flow away instead of swamping some 

hapless residents of Long Marston. 

Can you help? 

Need to service a recently inherited 
Singer hand turned machine 

Please contact June on 
amm56@tiscali.co.uk

if you can help 

Long Marston Victory Hall
Require a Minutes Secretary 

We have 5 meetings a year and require someone to 
attend and take the minutes . They then need typing 

up and sending to the chairman for distribution. 
 

Anyone interested in helping should contact 
Toby Davidson (Chair) 07970 636168 or 

lmvhchair@gmail.com 

Letters to the editor... 

From Paul Dumpleton 
 

Village Networks—an alternative view 
 

I read with amazement the glowing report on Village 

Networks in your September edition. 

 

Our experience has been broken promises, lack of 

communication and a reluctance to engage. 

 

From an email last November when I registered and was told 

I would be connected within weeks  to the euphoria of the 

village meeting in December, when the energy from all 

present to progress was superb, things have gone downhill 

fast. Failed responses to emails, vague explanations that we 

in Gubblecote are out of site lines but progress still being 

considered, broken promises to visit us and discuss solutions 

and then nothing at all in the way of communication, 

convinces me that Village Networks only want the number of 

customers they can comfortably manage. Perhaps we didn’t 

make enough noise in the first place. 

 

Good luck to the very happily connected villager if anything 

goes wrong and he has to wait for any communication, 

contact or support 

 

Very poor effort Village Networks. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit contact our 

pre-school leader Maria Adams on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

12th October - Spain 
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Crime Update   by Sgt Adele Hopkin , Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team  

.)

I would like inform you all of some of the positive results 
that have occurred in your local area in the last month. 
 
In relation to positive outcomes from crimes reported, 
there has been one person charged with an offence of 
drink-driving, another for shoplifting and a cannabis 
warning was issued for possession. 
 
There was an increase in reports of theft from motor 
vehicles across the whole Chilterns’ area over the 
summer months. These have predominantly occurred in 
rural remote car parks where many people leave their 
cars for a period of time to enjoy walks in the 
countryside.  All the cars targeted had valuable 
possessions left inside, either in the glove box or boot.  
Please don’t be tempted to leave valuables, even 
hidden from view, within your vehicles - it takes just 
seconds to smash a window and remove them. 
 
An arrest has been made in connection with these 
offences and the woman has been remanded for six 
months.  Currently there have been no further reports of 
this type of crime in the area 
 

If you see anything you consider suspicious when out 
and about in rural areas or otherwise, please contact 
police on the 101 service, or 999 if you see a crime in 
progress.  It was as a result of piecing together all the 
pieces of information reported by members of public 
and police intelligence that led to this arrest and 
subsequent remand to prison. 
There have been a number of burglaries in rural areas 
during August 
 
Between August 3 and 4 offenders forced entry to a 
garage in West Leith and removed power tools.  All 
lines of enquiry to date have been followed up 
 
Between August 24 and 25 offenders forced entry to a 
garage on farmland off in Long Marston and removed 
power tools and electrical garden equipment.  All lines 
of enquiry followed to date and crime prevention 
messages have been issued. 
 
Between August 24 and 25 offenders forced entry to a 
mobile home on farmland in Long Marston but left 
empty-handed. 
 
On August 28 offenders forced entry to a property on 
Astrope lane, Long Marston, via patio doors and 
removed keys to a Red Mazda MX5. The offenders then 
made off with the vehicle. 
 
Where appropriate officers have conducted house to 
house and CCTV enquiries and scenes of crime officers 
have also attended. Investigations on all the burglaries 
are still on-going. 
 
Proactive work is still on-going, stopping vehicles for 
traffic offences and intelligence to combat rural crime. 
If you have any concerns about crime or anti-social 
behaviour please contact PCSO 6112 Martin Leadbitter 
on 101 or by email 
martin.leadbitter@herts.pnn.police.uk or you can 
contact me direct if the matter is of a more serious 
nature on my Airwave radio when I am on duty on 
01707 354192. (In an emergency always use 999.) 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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TRING BEAVERS ABLE/DISABLED 
SWIMMING GROUP 

 
Held every Tuesday at Tring Sports Centre 

at 1.15 - 2 pm. 
Post operative exercises and swimming.  

 
Come along and join our friendly group. 

Helpers needed. 
 

Contact Carol Laurence on 01442 822695. 

All meetings, unless otherwise stated, will be held at 8 pm in 

the Tring Parish Hall (behind the Church of St Peter and St 

Paul, High Street).  

Visitors will be welcome on payment of £4 per meeting. 

 

Wednesday 16th November 2016 

 

Held at 8 pm in the Nora Grace Hall, Faversham Close, 

Tring (limited parking at the hall, but accessible from the 

Frogmore Street East car park). 

from Wren to the Performing Arts School, Mike 

Hutchinson 

 

Mike Hutchinson is a staff member and historian at the Tring 

Park School for the Performing Arts. He has delved into the 

darkest corners of the mansion’s history and will talk about 

all its previous owners from Henry Guy to the Performing 

Arts School and the changes associated with them and the 

building. 

Tring & District Local 

History & Museum Society 

Speaker Programme 

Tring’s Own Apple Fayre 

Day at the country’s only surviving First World War 
smallholding (comprising an historic bungalow, orchard 
and nationally scarce wildlife) to a full month of events. 

 
It aims to support our local environment, our town, its 
businesses and its people and celebrates living in Tring 
together. 
 

The many events include an apple procession with Morris 
dancers; a parade of school scareworms (like scarecrows) 

and horse-drawn apple cart; Apple Day featuring a host of 
farmers market stalls, crafts, displays, games and much 
more;  harvest festival at the parish church; Taste of Tring 
café; apple juicing; the ‘Appleation Trail’ where within the 
themed shop window displays there are clues to be found;  

apple yoga and meditation; a bake-off competition. 

Information can be found on  

www.tringtogether.org.uk or 

Facebook.com/tringsownapplefayre 

Every October residents 
celebrate the harvest 
season with Tring’s 

Own Apple Fayre.  A 
programme of apple-
based events which has 
grown from an Apple  

Wednesday 18th January 2017 

Two Georgian country houses in the Chilterns                  

Adam Smith 

 

Adam Smith is a lecturer specialising in architectural history 

and the history of the English country house and estate. His 

talk will look at two contrasting country houses: classical 

West Wycombe Park, the creation of the notorious Sir Francis 

Dashwood, and Ashridge, the Gothic palace built in the early 

19th century by the Earl of Bridgewater.  
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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I AM an expert in procrastination – just ask any of the 
editors of this magazine, or anyone who has to plan a 
service with me.  Sermon writing usually takes place on 
a Saturday night, and I can’t remember the last time I 
sent a birthday card on time.  I don’t know what it is 
about me that causes this, as it is not deliberate.  A 
shorter deadline does concentrate the mind wonderfully 
so I am more likely to write something; there are lots of 
other things around that distract me; and I do have an 
appalling memory. 
 
It has reached the point that I would like to change (a 
dangerous thing to admit to so many people), but the 
thought of that does rather overwhelm me, so I put it all 
off again until tomorrow.  I can waste lots of time 
reading all the hundreds of bloggers who have written 
about how to be organised, who have lots of useful tips, 
but there are only so many baskets I can put in each 
room to put things in. 
 
When a task is overwhelming, it can be very easy to 
stick one’s head in the sand and hope that it will all go 
away, but we know that does not work.  There are three 
basic ways of helping to move forward – one is that I 
have to want to change; second is to have support from 
those around, and third is to break the job into 
manageable pieces. 

From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

For me, my faith plays a big part in this.  The words we 
use in worship and in prayer, what we read in the Bible 
all tell us of human beings getting it wrong and trying to 
start again, and what is most important about this, is 
that they all include a God who understands and 
forgives and supports.  The church is a loving and 
supportive community where we come together to 
rejoice in the good things and commiserate about the 
bad.  Every week we say together a confession, a 
prayer that says sorry for what we have done wrong 
and what we have failed to do, and asks for God’s help 
in moving forward.  And both our worship and our 
church remind us that we are not on our own, that we 
can achieve tasks, that together all our small changes 
can add up to huge ones, that make a difference, that 
bring about God’s kingdom. 
 
I wish you all the best with any changes that you want 
to make in your life, and I will do my best to start on 
mine! 
 
Best wishes 
Jane 
 

News from Tring Team Parish 
Many thanks to all those who supported our Mega Stick 
Sunday in September which has raised over £7000 for 
Christian Aid!  Do look at the Christian Aid website to 
see what work they do. 
 

Quiz Night 
21

st
 October in village hall - £15 a ticket.  Contact Jane 

on 01442 822170 to book! 
 

All Saints’ Day 
30

th
 October is when we celebrate at All Saints – do join 

us at 10am for sparklers and cake 
 

All Souls’ Day 
Our annual services when we remember those we love 
who have died will be held at Tring Church on Sunday 
30

th
 October at 6.00pm, and at Wilstone Church on 

Tuesday 1
st
 November at 10am.  All welcome and do let 

us know the names of those you would like to be 
remembered. 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 
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Days out in 2016 

Christmas Tour - Christmas Dinner Included 

Thursday 8th December £55.00 
We stop for lunch at the Boat Inn at Stoke Bruerne for a lovely 2 
course Christmas dinner, then onto the Heart of the Shires 
shopping village  to peruse their quirky shops & popular tea rooms. 

Winter Break 
4th - 7th November £249.00 pp 
Join us for this relaxing long weekend at the lovely Links Country 
Park Hotel situated near Cromer, North Norfolk. The price includes 
3 nights dinner bed and breakfast, evening entertainment and 
optional excursions.                   (£20 single supplement per night) 

Bury St Edmonds Christmas Fayre 
Sunday 27th November £20.00 
Visit Bury St Edmonds Christmas Fayre. With over 300 stalls selling 
a variety of gifts, crafts, food, seasonal produce and much more, 
there is something for everyone. 

 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 

Pick ups in the Long Marston & Wilstone area can be organised 
Please contact the office to make an arrangement 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular 

Saturday 17th December £69.00 
Set in the magical surroundings of mechanical organs & fairground 
carousels, with a cast of 130 professional singers, dancers and 
musicians. The performance delivers an extravaganza of non-stop 
singing, dancing, music & variety. Includes a stop at the National 
Stud, Newmarket, where lunch is inclusive. 

info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 
www.masonscoachhire.co.uk 

Royal Albert Hall 

Thursday 22nd December £55.00 
Clap your hands, stomp your feet and sing your heart out as the 
impressive showman, Jonathan Cohen leads you through another 
fun filled jamboree of his most loved carols and Christmas hits. 

Venture out…                        things to do beyond the Parish 

'Living, Thriving & Working in Rural Hertfordshire’ 
Hertfordshire's Rural Conference 2016, 19th October Church Farm Ardeley 

CDA Herts and Hertfordshire County Council are 
excited to bring you news of Hertfordshire's first 
rural conference for 15 years. 
 
To be held at Church Farm, Ardeley, the Conference 
will consider issues about living and working in rural 
Hertfordshire, highlight ways in which these issues are 
being addressed and what more can be done. 
 
There will be presentations, workshops, a tour of 
Church Farm and the launch of the new Hertfordshire 
Rural Issues Network. 
 
We are delighted to be welcoming The Right Revd Dr 
Alan Smith, Lord Bishop of St Albans, lead spokesman 
on rural affairs issues for the bishops in the House of 

Lords and President of the Rural Coalition, as our 
keynote speaker. 
 
We are also very pleased to be having contributions 
from Herts & Middlesex CLA, Herts and Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust, Hertfordshire’s Deputy Police & Crime 
Commissioner, The Plunkett Foundation, The Rural 
Services Network and more. 
 
Places are limited so please book early.  To book your 
place and find full details of the Event please go to:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/living-thriving-and-
working-in-rural-hertfordshire-hertfordshires-rural-

conference-2016-tickets-27572462979 

We look forward to seeing you at this key event for 
Hertfordshire's rural communities and businesses. 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

19th October - Missouri 
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Puttenham Church “Thank You” tiles by Christine Rutter 

INTRODUCING a Wonderful Way for a ‘Thankful Village’ 

to say ‘thank you’ 

 

Please help complete the restoration of St Mark’s. 

 

Puttenham is a very special place - gathered around a very 

special church. 

 

St. Mary’s - the heart of our ‘Thankful Village’ 

 

Puttenham is the only ‘Thankful Village’ in Hertfordshire and 

is blessed in many ways.  We are currently engaged in the 

final phase of restoring the church to make it healthy and 

welcoming for future generations.  Some £140.000 is being 

spent on a new raised floor, renewable-energy powered 

underfloor heating, repairing and redecorating the previously 

damp wall and enhancing the power and lighting. 

 

The lion’s share of that is generously being provided by the 

wonderful Puttenham Trust.  The final flourish will be the 

installation of the new floor using the traditional Norfolk 

pamment tiles - and we need help with that. 

 

We need to raise a total of £12,000 for the provision and 

installation of the tiles - and we need to raise this by 

November 2016. 

 

We are asking those who love our ‘Thankful Village’ to help 

by sponsoring ‘Thank You’ tiles. 

Please help; every single tile you buy at £6 each is a way of 

saying ‘thank you’ for everything that makes St. Mary’s so 

much the living heart of our unique ‘Thankful Village’.  Each 

donor’s name will be recorded in the Thankful Register. 

 

Purchasing 100 ‘Thank You’ tiles will make you a Puttenham 

Patron and your name will be engraved on the special plaque. 

Please contact Christine Rutter for further details and to make 

a donation, or pick up a leaflet. 

Christine Rutter, Churchwarden 

Astrope Folly 

Astrope 

Puttenham 

HP23 4PN 

 Tel: 01296 668337 

 Email: chirstine.rutter2@gmail.com 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 
 
● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 
● Stocking home-made and local produce 
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Don’t keep calm it’s Halloween! 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Once again we will be getting into the spirit (geddit?) of 
things this Halloween with a spooky window display and 
stock of all those essential seasonal items including fake 
blood, pumpkin lights and glittery face tattoos and that’s just 
for the adults! 
 Halloween aside, do let us know if there are any items we 
don’t stock which you think we should; as we may well be 
able to source it.  We have devoted some space on the 
central island to new items of stock (most requested by our 
customers) and over the next few weeks we will be getting 
in new flavours of the 
delicious Moore’s 

biscuits and an updated selection of homemade 
cards and indeed a refresh of our card range in 
general.  All our cards are very reasonably priced 
and we have something to suit all occasions, so 
do come in and haunt the aisles. 

Last year’s window 

Oh, I didn’t know you sold…  

Stamps - We may no longer have 

a post office in the village, but 

we still have a stock of first and 

second class stamps available to 

buy singly or in whole books.  

These are tucked away behind 

the counter, so just ask— very 

convenient as you can then just 

pop your letters in the postbox 

outside.  Spook-tacular! 
A small sample of our Halloween range... 

Spookily we have 

stamps! 

20th October - Red Ensign (Trafalgar Day) 
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Gardener’s Delight… more than just a tomato! 

AS I write our last Allotment News until March next year 
- we are enjoying soaring temperatures of 28 – 32 
degrees, hopefully to last a few more days yet! Plenty 
more watering still needed for our autumn fruit crops 
and winter vegetables. 
 
September and October marks the end of summer and 
the current growing season is coming to an end. Most 
of us have finished harvesting summer crops, and plots 
and raised beds are beginning to empty. After a 
prolonged wet spring and late frosts, there followed a 
good productive few months, and freezers are now 
filling up.  Still growing well though across the 
allotments are beetroot, lettuce, courgettes and 
marrows, squashes and pumpkins, main crop potatoes, 
chard and spinach, rhubarb, and some outdoor 
tomatoes and cucumbers. 
 
There are also plenty of winter vegetables growing in 
several plots: winter and spring brassicas, Brussels 
sprouts for Christmas, spring onions, leeks, turnips, 
swede and garlic. In greenhouses tomatoes and 
peppers are still plentiful, and broad bean plants are 
growing well for winter planting in October. 

October reflections by Ruth Patterson 

We are still having to be 
extremely vigilant and use 
effective pest control to protect 
the crops growing in and 
outdoors. There are an 
abundance of white butterflies at 
the moment – all looking to lay 
their eggs on unprotected crops. 
Veggie mesh is a great 
deterrent. The recent heavy rain 
has brought out the slug and 
snail armies all intent on eating 
everything except weeds. 
 
There are many jobs to be done this month to prepare 
for the winter and organise our plots ready for spring 
planting. The first one I have done is draw my ‘plot 
planting plan’ for next spring so that I have ‘rotated’ my 
crops in a 3 year cycle.  Then I will complete my seeds 
and potato order. Several of us have already started 
digging and preparing the soil and adding well-rotted 
manure to raised beds, and after that job is done I will 
definitely be covering mine with weed protection 
material – this saved many hours of weeding this year 
in the spring. 
 
A special thank you to our Allotment Association 
‘management team’:  Jane (Chair), John, Anna, Stan 
and Pat, for all their hard work and support during the 
year. 
 
I would like to add a very warm welcome to our new 
allotmenteers. 
 

Latest News: 
One plot - or two halves, is vacant. 

 
If anyone is interested please contact 

Anna Evans tel: 01442 822115. 
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Over 25 years of joinery  
and carpentry experience. 

Home consultation and competitive rates. 
 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

ROOFING 

23rd October - Chequered (USA F1 GP) 
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The 2016 Potash Allotment Cup By Joan Dean 

WELL the day dawned bright and 

beautiful which was a good start, there 

is nothing worse than walking around 

an allotment in the wind and rain. 

Today was the day, all would be 

revealed, it was allotment judging day.  

Head judge John Branham and Michael 

Tomlinson (on behalf of Tring 

Charities, who are the landlords of the 

Potash Allotments) arrived on time.  All 

was in place. 

So off we set.  I would like to be able to 

say that I did the secretarial work, but I 

didn’t even provide that meagre 

resource, these judges knew what they 

were about. 

The first hour was spent just walking 

round around all the allotments and 

assessing whether they were “in with a 

chance”.  Sadly half of them were 

eliminated at this stage.  There was a 

huge difference in the standard of 

produce and the condition of each 

allotment. 

The next hour was spent on the serious 

business of sorting the wheat from the 

chaff.  The RHS judging rules were 

applied at this stage; 350 points were 

available in total ranging from up to 150 

points for the quality and variety of the 

produce etc., down to 20 points for the 

condition of the garden shed and the 

produce supports  - ie bean poles etc.  

The rest of the points were awarded for 

things like the condition of the plot and 

what the weed situation was like etc. 

I hate to say that our plot failed on all 3 

counts - it was full of weeds, we had no 

garden shed and the produce was not a 

match for those allotments chosen to go 

through to the second phase.  So we fell 

at the first hurdle. 

 

But I digress, I disappeared at this point 

to make the tea (us girls know our place 

is really in the kitchen!) and to await the 

results. 

Back they came looking very serious oh 

dear I could tell some difficult 

mathematics had to be undertaken 

(again I disappeared to the kitchen!) 

After tea and biscuits had been 

consumed the judges reached their 

verdict: 

the winner of the 2016 Potash 

Allotment cup by 5 points was STEVE 

POULTON.  So well done Steve. 

 

But the day’s deliberations were not 

over yet, the Tring Charities Certificate 

had to be awarded.  Who or what would 

this go to this year?  The judges 

awarded it to Lesley Stephenson for the 

creativity of his allotment, for those of 

you who have had not had the pleasure 

and privilege of finding Lesley’s plot!! 

You do not know what you have 

missed.  A haven for wild life with a 

pond and a wigwam, not sure that is the 

right name for his twiggy structure but I 

am sure he will put me right if not.  But 

despite all that creativity he still finds 

room to grow some impressive produce  

 

so well done Lesley.  So not awarded 

for the best leeks or the best crop of 

runner beans, the judges showed real 

initiative with this decision, and what an 

excellent decision it was. 

 

The cup and certificate was presented at 

the Village show and all the allotment 

holders agreed that next year it was 

important that they  enter some produce 

into the show as some of the classes 

were seriously short of entries.   Oh 

dear does that include us? Oh well it is 

the taking part that matters. 

Steve Poulton proudly holding the Cup , photo by Alison Beck 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

24th October - United Nations 
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Mushrooms A Story of Longub Puttastone  by Martin Winship 

ALICE Ball opened the front door of her cottage, her besom 

in her hand, determined to give her steps and the path down 

to her gate a much needed sweep. But she paused on the top 

step, breathing in the fresh air, and savouring, for a moment, 

the subtle blend of scents. There was the comforting 

suggestion of fallen leaves, overlain by an almost earthy 

smell, redolent of natural decay. Other aromas contributed to 

a sum that clearly said “Autumn” – as clearly as the tang of 

new-mown grass said “Summer”. To Alice, however, the 

gentle assault on her nose suggested something else; it 

whispered “Mushrooms!” So, the steps and path swept to her 

demanding satisfaction, she set about gathering her collecting 

kit; a stout wicker basket, a gardening knife, and a few old 

plastic bags. (Not all the mushrooms Alice sought were 

edible, and they needed to be kept separate from those 

destined for her skillet.) 

 

She set off along the village street, intending to try her luck in 

the first field beyond the end of the village, but changed her 

mind and took a path which plunged away between the 

cottages when she saw Old Siegfried and Jake Sparhawk 

heading towards her. Evidently the Half Head was already 

calling out its siren song to them, and she was in no mood for 

their banter. Following her new path, she crossed a footbridge 

over the Teasel brook, and entered a small, little-used 

paddock, surrounded by hawthorn hedges and carpeted with 

rough grass, dotted with the odd late dandelion. There were 

still a few haws in the hedges, and rose hips added their 

bright red spots here and there. The path wandered across the 

paddock to the opposite side, and Alice followed it slowly, 

keeping a sharp eye open for any useful finds. 

 

A rough circle of toadstools appeared, intersecting the path. 

They were unpromising specimens, shrivelled and 

sadlooking, but she immediately began to gather them up, 

dropping them into her basket. She knew that they were 

Fairy-Ring Champignons, and would quickly regain their 

shape and appearance when added to water. They were quite 

good to eat, though surprisingly sweet, and consequently 

Alice used them to bake batches of very popular biscuits. She 

considered it prudent not to reveal the secret of their 

distinctive flavour. 

 

She moved on, and just before the kissing gate, a splash of 

bright colour caught her eye. It looked as though someone 

had stopped by the hedge to enjoy a tangerine, and had 

carelessly dropped the skin in the grass, but Alice knew 

better. She recognised it as the aptly named Orange Peel 

Fungus, and while it had very little flavour, she valued it for 

the way it brightened up a ploughman’s, so she added a few 

pieces to her basket. She pushed through the gate, into the 

wood with the odd name of Pill Poppers. It had been bought 

by some well-meaning villagers and set up as a dragonfly 

reserve, with a new wire fence. Unfortunately, the fence had 

not been tall enough, and the dragonflies had escaped. 

 

Alice made her way between the straggling elders and 

beneath the towering black poplars, and caught the gas-leak 

stench of Stink Horns. She pressed on; even she could find no 

use for them! But in the middle of the copse, beneath a 

solitary green holly bush, she found a healthy growth of 

Parasol Mushrooms, and gathered them in delight. They were 

her favourite, delicious when fried in butter. There was butter 

to be found in the wood, too, but it was EXIDIA plana – 

Witches Butter – growing on an old beech stump, black, 

shiny and gelatinous. She would have no truck with that 

unpleasant customer, despite Old Siegfried’s frequent hints 

about her alleged Wiccan leanings. 

 

She emerged from Pill Poppers into a large field, and 

followed the blackthorn invaded margin down to the canal, 

where she turned and strolled along the towpath. As she 

approached the hump-back bridge which carried the road 

towards the nearby town of Bling, she spotted a growth of 

delicate pale yellow toadstools, the caps balanced on long 

slender stalks. Alice tutted. They were Psilocybe 

semilanceata. Magic Mushrooms. She glanced up and down 

the towpath, then quickly plucked a few of the toadstools and 

put them in a plastic bag. Her plans for her latest find were of 

no concern of ours. 

 

After half a mile or so, she turned off the towpath again, and 

walked along the boundary of the cricket ground. 

Unsurprisingly, there was no activity on the pitch, but the 

thwack of ball on racket from behind her revealed that some 

brave souls were enjoying a tail end of season game on the 

adjacent courts. At the corner of the cricket ground, she 

passed through another kissing gate, and struck across a 

substantial meadow, without, it must be said, a great deal of 

expectation; this field had never yielded much of interest 

before. But today was different. She almost immediately 

came across a stand of large brown Vindictae montezumus, 

the Galloping Ceps. She gathered them up eagerly, for they 

had a wonderful strong flavour, although they did, 

unfortunately, have a powerful laxative effect as well. Only a 

few paces further, and Alice found herself in the middle of 

another ring of mushrooms, this time of a lovely blue colour; 

Blewitts! Another delicious addition to her rapidly filling 

basket. 

 

She crossed the remainder of the meadow without further 

discoveries, and walked along the end of the recreation 

ground, where a football match was in full swing. The heated 

exchanges between the players left the air the same hue as her 

Blewitts. She turned to follow the footpath between the rec. 

and the allotments, and here found her final treat of the day – 

a “village” of Honey Agaric – sprouting enthusiastically from 

a stump. Her basket was full. 

 

She emerged onto the main street again, opposite the church 

and the school, and strolled back to her cottage. In the 

kitchen, she sorted her treasures carefully, planning a suitable 

use for each. She had determined to make a beef and 

mushroom pasty for Old Siegfried, and after considerable 

deliberations, chose to use the Galloping Ceps rather than the 

Magic Mushrooms. It would keep him occupied and busy, 

without making him dafter than he already was. 

25th October - Kazakhstan 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 
 

For all your domestic Plumbing, Gas & Heating  

requirements 
 

Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades,  

servicing & repair 

 

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ 

No call out charge 
 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527-900028   

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks 
 

27th October - Turkmenistan 
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

IT was hot and then it was wet.  Will the oilseed rape 

germinate?  Will the oilseed rape be washed away?  The flea 

beetles were sprayed and I suspect they were drowned.  I 

have heard one or two murmurings about a good plant so I 

hope it gets well established before the french pigeon arrives 

for their winter holidays.  This year's oil seed has joined the 

oil production process with oil at the end of some production 

lines, mayonnaise at the end of others.  The sales teams are 

out at various food fairs.  The one down Thame High Street 

has been very popular in years gone by. 

 

I believe the wheat harvest was o.k.  The yield was alright.  

The crop was easy to harvest and dry.  I expect Mr. Heygate 

will be approached.  It is all milling wheat in perfect 

condition!!  There was a time when a great uncle ran things 

up there but I expect there was some persuasion required 

before a tractor took three tons of wheat for milling.  

 

Going down memory lane, the Bushel brothers, Joe and 

Charlie, had a boatbuilding and repairing yard.  I was taken 

up there to see a barge being launched sideways into the 

canal and seeing the huge wave washed up over the towpath.  

I remember asking about some big tanks and being told they 

produced steam for bending boards for the sides of barges. 

They did repair motor launches.  I was taken on a cold day to 

see one being taken to Bulbourne for launching and getting 

very cold when nothing seemed to be happening. 

No 106 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 33 

The agricultural story line….                               by David Mead 
For the first time the ewes 

have gone to Aldbury.  

There is some grass.  They 

need to be in a good mood 

for when the rams are 

introduced the first week in 

October.  Their lambs from 

this year are already over 

there.  We don't want them 

getting back together.  

Occasionally a ram lamb 

gets missed and has all the 

requirements it needs to get 

where it happens. 

The harvest finished halfway through August so there has 

been a good opportunity to get the stubbles cultivated, 

encouraging weeds and shed corn to germinate before the 

ground is prepared for drilling at the end of September. 

 

The combine harvester came back to the yard getting there 

about 4 o'clock in the afternoon.  Just enough time to knock 

some of the dust off before being washed down and put away.  

That evening Simon was asked if he could combine Mr. 

Lear's beans.  Off they went, job done, mutter, mutter, 

combine back in field looking very grey again.  

 

Teresa spent 8 weeks in Borehamwood Respite, a very 

impressive building that I had never heard of.  Though a little 

hot she was well looked after and made some wonderful 

international friends.  The Christmas card list will be 

increased.  I hope that by the time this is read Teresa will be 

home and under new management!! 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

Read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  
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Hospice Celebrating after Outstanding CQC rating 
By Jen Clifford 

Local Hertfordshire-based bakers, 
Simmons will be baking furiously this 
October having pledged support to the 
Hospice’s Grow Purple corporate 
fundraising challenge. 
 
All Simmons’ 34 shops across the 
county, including the Berkhamsted 
branch, will be getting involved by baking 
their special purple cupcakes throughout 
the month and giving a percentage of 

sales of to help fund the Hospice’s care. 
 

The Grow Purple initiative is all about 

inspiring local businesses to take a 

purple £20 note and grow it into a larger 

sum, in whatever enterprising way they 

can think of.  For more information 

contact Corporate Fundraising Manager  

Carolyn.addison@stfrancis.org.uk

Christmas is coming! 
With the festive season fast 
approaching, our wide range of 
Christmas cards is now available, with 
lots of designs to suit all tastes. Prices 
for packs of eight or 10 start at £3.25. 
You can buy them via our website here: 
www.stfrancis.org.uk/christmascards or 
in any of our nine shops.  
 
Once again this year we will be selling 
top quality Nordmann Fir Christmas 
trees from 1

st
 – 18

th
 December, at the 

Hospice on Spring Garden Lane, 
Berkhamsted, HP4 3GW. 
 
And for those who like to kick-start their 
Christmas with our annual Santa Dash, 
put Sunday 11

th
 December in your diary 

now! A sea of Santas will be strolling, 
scooting or running through Riverside, 
Hemel Hempstead at 10am!  
Registration opens for our 9

th
 annual 

Dash on October 24
th
.

The Hospice of St Francis 
is delighted to announce 
that it has been rated 
“outstanding” by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) 
in an inspection report 
issued by the independent 
regulator of health and adult 
social care in England.  
 
The Hospice was rated 
“outstanding” in four out of 
the five inspection areas – 
for being effective, caring, 
responsive and well-led, 
and judged “good” for being 
safe.    
 
“People received excellent 
care based on best practice 
from experienced staff with 
the knowledge, skills and 
competencies to support 
their complex health 
needs,” and “the help and 
support they received at its 
Spring Centre changed 
their life and gave them 
strength,” were just two of 
the glowing comments that 
came out of the 
unannounced inspection, 
which took place in May this 
year.  
 
CEO, Steve Jamieson, 
said, “I am absolutely 
delighted by the findings of 
the CQC report. The 
outstanding grade is 
testament to the hard work, 
professionalism and 
investment that our 
dedicated team of staff and 
army of volunteers put into 
supporting patients and 
their loved ones affected by 
a life-limiting illness.”  
 
Andrea Sutcliffe, the CQC’s 
Chief Inspector of Adult 
Social Care, added, “The 
quality of care which our 
inspectors found at The 
Hospice of St Francis was 
exceptional and I am very 
pleased that we can 
celebrate the service’s 
achievements. 

Simmons bakers growing purple, photo by The Hospice of St Francis 

Grow Purple 

29th October - Turkey 
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Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)

Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m3)

Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 

sacks) 
 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 

for details. 
 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, 

fencing, pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 
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The Whitchurch Morris Men Sad News                      
by John King 

FOR those of you who went out looking for the Towersey Morris’ 50
th
 Anniversary Day of Dance on the 17

th
 

September, I’m afraid it was cancelled due to a terrible accident.  On Thursday the 8
th
 September, one of the 

stalwarts of the Towersey Morris Men, Ken Foot, was tragically knocked off his bicycle and died and as I write, little 
more is known regarding the circumstances.  In the shadow of this event, the Towersey MM decided to cancel the 
tour and festivities. 

Ken and his wife Fran had a very long association with Whitchurch MM even before he started dancing the Morris 
with Towersey.  
 
Fran has danced for many years with Amersham Garland 
Dancers and it was Fran who got the Whitchurch MM involved 
with Whitethorn Morris as that was the side she joined when 
the Amersham Garland Dancers finished.  
 
Ken used to join us on the top of Coombe Hill on May Day 
bank holidays (with the garland dancers) and at our ladies’ 
nights when we had a dinner and ceilidh at Wilstone.  
 
Ken was an enthusiastic Morris dancer and musician with his 
recorder.  Earlier this year, he supported our display at Our 
Lady’s School in Chesham Bois and I was dancing with him in 
May on the Lithuanian tour. 

I hope that you will join us in commiserating with the Towersey 
MM, and with Ken’s wife Fran (now a member of ‘Three 
Horseshoes’) and his family, on their sudden and tragic loss. 

Wassail 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

THE  PUTTENHAM  TRUST 
 

OCTOBER SUPPER – SATURDAY 1
ST

 OCT.
CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM – 7.30 pm

RAFFLE – PRODUCE TABLE – CHARITY DRAW – “Guess the weight of the Marrow” 
 

Tickets: £8.00 – Christine: 01296 668337 

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH 

ST. MARY’S “floor fest”

SUNDAY 9
TH

 OCTOBER
CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM :  2.30 pm – 5 pm 

 

RAISING MONEY FOR THE NEW FLOOR AND HEATING

WE NEED YOUR HELP !

“BUY-A-TILE” Stand – Our ‘Thank-You’ Floor Tiles £6 each 
TREASURE CHEST for your kind Donations 

CREAM TEAS – CRAFT STALL – CAKE STALL – BOOK STAND 
BRIC-A-BRAC - TOMBOLA 

Spend the afternoon with us, or just drop in 

CECILIA  TEA  ROOMS     (the last for 2016)

Friday 28
th

 October : 2.30 – 5 pm

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM

Full selection of sandwiches & cakes & as much tea/coffee as you can 
drink! 

 

Proceeds to local charity. 

Booking your seat helps with catering, but you are welcome to just come in. 

£3.50 per head.   Contact:  Christine – 01296 6688337 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

JUMBLE SALE REPORT… A huge “Thank You” to everyone who helped, in 

any way, with the sale.  Once all the money from outside sources has come in, we 
shall have raised in excess of £1,100 towards the new floor and heating of St. 
Mary’s.  We hope to be able to record the final figure in the next Puttenham Page. 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

A CLEAR, if not snappy, title for the Men’s Society 

September meeting; and it generated plenty of discussion, if 

not as lively as usual. 

 

However several times we were reminded that we had strayed 

off the subject.  The last of these diversions was about safety 

on trains in view of the current dispute on who should close 

the doors, and whether you need conductors at all.  It 

apparently depends on the camera mounting and hence what 

the driver can see.  London Underground seems to be safer 

with its much more frequent stations and staff on every 

platform.  Someone commented that on Network Rail guards 

often do nothing between stations, not even inspecting 

tickets.  Then the DLR has guards but no drivers. I don’t 

know how we got onto this topic, but we seem to have 

covered the issue more widely than the media. 

To avoid lengthening this diversion I did not give my 

opinion.  But as a bus and train user I would have said that I 

am happy with one man buses, which operate in public space, 

but that trains with their greater passenger numbers and 

operating on private land should have two responsible staff 

on board. 

 

The discussion kept slipping from Christian values to British 

values, though many of the latter derive from the former. 

One member looked back to when business deals could be 

sealed with a handshake, and compared it to the greed of big 

business today.  Though many model villages were 

developed by Christian philanthropists there was some 

cynicism about Port Sunlight that such developments were to 

prevent a revolution as France had experienced.  Indeed we 

have recently seen the different responses to Islamic 

extremism between secular France and ‘Christian’ Britain.  

Religion can be a tool that the powerful use to subjugate the 

poor majority. 

The heart of our discussion was around immigration, from 

stopping it due to lack of housing, (quoting Germany’s 

experience of school gyms used as hostels) and shortage of 

jobs, schools and hospitals, to suggestions about integration.  

We cannot compel immigrants to accept British values, but 

we could impose compulsory classes and enshrine some 

things in law or at least as being the social norm. 

With their new country, but ignoring the indigenous peoples, 

America was able to enshrine its values in a written 

constitution after the civil war, in France following a 

revolution, and in the unified European states following the 

collapse of papal rule. 

We never defined what British culture is or where it came 

from. I pointed out that Edward the Confessor imported 

Norman architecture before the conquest, the Houses of 

Parliament were designed by a refugee’s son, and could add 

that Modern architecture was brought to Britain by Jewish 

refugees. 

Christian Values in Britain Today 

At the start of the meeting we paid tribute to Jean and Marc 

Clift whose memorial service had taken place that day.  

 

At the close John asked if anyone knew where the quotation 

on their service booklet came from. “My religion is 

kindness,” which seemed to be a fitting conclusion to our 

discussion. 

(It was quoted by the Dalai Lama) 

No 106 solution 

by Leslie Barker 
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency                     0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann                    01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Emma Lynch   07870 729950 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Claudine Cox                               01296 668752 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Heather White  

01442 827286  

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the November 

2016 edition is:  

Wednesday 19 October 2016.  

 

The editor is Colin Moore 
 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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3
rd

XI maintained their position in Division 7 to provide the 
platform for our developing youngsters to progress into the 
100 over game next season. 
 
Our revamped junior section continues to expand at a 
manageable level and already we have four young cricketers 
available to support the 3

rd
 XI next year. Great work here by 

Lee Beesley who is overseeing this development. He can be 
contacted on develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk or mobile 07923 
462037 if you have a youngster with cricketing aptitude who is 
looking to develop further. 
 
Much talk of League amalgamations and structural change 
throughout local cricket is keeping the club’s board members 
very busy but the likelihood of change for next year is 
diminishing as each week passes. 
Awards and presentation evening on September 10

th
was a 

well supported and lively affair. In addition to awards to the 
batsmen who scored 14 centuries and bowlers who achieved 
Hat tricks or 8 or more wickets. 
 
Club President Jim Dean presented the major club awards 
to:- 
 John Calder Cup (best performance by a young cricketer) - Luke Parker 
 Harold Cutler Memorial Cup (most promising young cricketer) - Hamish Sim 
 Mary Simms Memorial Cup (best match winning performance) - Jeremy Smith 
 Dumpy Salver (Best all-round League performance) - James Beesley 
 Len Dean Cup (Players’ player 1st XI) - James Beesley 
 Len Dean Cup (Players’ player 2nd XI) - Matt Wareham 
 Don Dean Cup (Players’ player 3rd XI) - Martin Keable 

(Continued from page 1) 

Long Marston Cricket Club end of season update 

Hamish Sim with his most promising young cricketer 

award                                 All photos by Elsie Beesley 
James Beesley 1st XI players’ player and winner of  

best all round league performance 

Martin Keable Third XI player 
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THE first weekend in September saw the Parish inundated with cyclists.  We had 562 riders aged from 8 to 80 who 
all stopped at the Half Moon pub at Wilstone for refreshments.  Guy and Abby the landlord and lady are hugely 
supportive to the charity and we would particularly like to thank them and the residents who came and stood by the 
side of the road cheering on the cyclists. Many cyclists had no idea the pub was there and have promised they will 
return as future customers. 
 

The ride consisted of four routes of different challenging terrain: a flat 26 miles; a more difficult 35 miles; a hilly 50; 
and not for the faint hearted, a 64-mile route with constant climbs all through the beautiful Beds, Bucks and Herts 
countryside.  
 
The support the riders received from residents was lovely and this year we raised £12,000 .This ride is going from 
strength to strength; it has now has raised over £45,000 for The Soldiers’ Charity in the four years it’s been running. 
One of the riders who took part added: “To have an event as large as this but retain a friendly personal approach is 
very unusual. This is simply the best event of this kind and the only sportive you must arrange your diary around. It’s 
not missed!”  
 
Please pass my thanks on to your Parish for their support. 
 
We are all volunteers who give up hundreds of hours to raise funds for charity. 
 
For more details check out: 
 
https://www.soldierscharity.org/annual-soldiers-charity-bike-ride-proves-another-great-success/

ABF-The Soldiers' Charity cycle ride through Wilstone, Long Marston and 

Cheddington 
By Jacqui Sage-Passant 

Photo by Jacqui Sage-Passant 


