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This World Challenge colour supplement is a first for Village News

Featuring the 2013 expeditions to Peru and Thailand

So what is World 

Challenge anyway?

World Challenge expeditions are 

p e r s o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t 

opportunities for young people 

using travel and exploration to 

gain different experiences of life. 

Students have to raise funds 

themselves to pay for their 

expedition, which is organised 

through their secondary school. 

The programme aims to foster 

team work and leadership skills 

through experiencing different 

cultures and countries as well as 

helping with a worthwhile 

community project. Expeditions 

are usually well off the beaten 

track - to find out just how far off, 

read on!

Our contributors

The Editors would like to thank 

our contributors to this World 

Challenge colour supplement.  

The words and pictures are by:

Georgie Aylwin

Molly McMunn

Alena Murrell

Megan Robson

Joe Smith

James Thirkettle.

This colour supplement was 

produced for Village News by 

Toby Davidson and edited by 

Phil Buchi. For your regular Village 

News edition, please turn over.

Colour supplement!

The most amazing experience 
by Alena Murrell                                                Pictures by Megan Robson

Our transportation.                            Bangkok scene.
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I’M writing to thank you for helping me 

raise funds for my world challenge trip to 

Thailand, which was the most amazing 

experience EVER! For the two weeks I 

was in Thailand we, the students, were in 

charge of travel, accommodation, food and 

the group fund. The first day we had to 

check in, pass through customs and board 

our flight without the help of our leaders. 

On our flight we had a stop over at 

Mumbai where we had to check in 

unassisted. Our second day, and we 

arrived in Bangkok. From the airport we 

had to find transport to our hostel. After a 

while looking for transport within budget 

we catch the city train line and find our 

hostel down Khao San Road, popular for 

budget travelers. Whilst in Bangkok we 

also bought a few days worth of food as 

where we were camping we couldn’t buy 

food.

The next two nights we camped in the 

Khan Yai national park where we hiked 

for a day and where we saw some of the 

forests Thailand has to offer. We also did a 

night safari and saw some porcupine, 

monkeys and lots of deer. We then headed off 

to Kanchanaburi where we hiked up Erawan 

Falls which was beautiful, consisting of seven 

separate falls.  Our second day in 

Kanchanaburi and we went to the bridge over 

the Kwai River where we learnt about 
Continued on page iii                          

At the school with the children, helping them 

out and playing games with them every night. 

They were so lovely! MR
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The jungles of Thailand
by James Thirkettle with pictures from Megan Robson 

THE trip was amazing. I am writing this around four weeks 

after I got back home and I still miss it. Everything is so 
exciting out there and you never feel bored, in fact when I got 

back home I was extremely bored. My first day was the worst, 

first we landed in Thailand at 6 am local time. The following 
is an extract from my journal: “I didn’t sleep at all on the 

plane and I was seriously jetlagged. Tired and bedraggled I led 

my group through the Thai airport.” I don’t think I should 

write anymore from my journal of this day as some of it is 
unsettling but I will describe the general day. We went 

through the airport, found a train to Bangkok centre and took 

taxis to a small hostel on the side of the road. We bartered for 
rooms then I went up to mine that I was sharing with Beeney. I 

looked around to see two makeshift beds in a cramped dingy 

room and the grey walls made the room seem somewhat 
sinister. After I woke up, with a terrible headache, we went 

into Bangkok.  When we finally staggered into a small café we 

sat down and I was so hungry I just ordered the first thing on 

the menu.

I woke up to a loud bang against my door and we went 

downstairs and got in the mini buses I had arranged. Two 
buses arrived, one taking eleven of us the other taking four. I 

got in the one with four. We sat in silence and I was beginning 

to like the long drives I had once hated. I was beginning to 
crave the few moments of silence and peace that were 

suddenly so rare. I’d only been in Thailand for one day and 

already it feels like years. Three hours later we arrived in a 

beautiful place called Sugarcane. It had a lovely bar and cute 
huts made out of bamboo and a nice pier overlooking the 

River Kwai. The rooms had two beds and a dark mesh 

window. The en-suite toilet was hidden behind a bamboo wall 
and we were surprised to see it had toilet roll.  We went into a 

small town up the road and walked over The Bridge over the 

River Kwai. Afterwards we sang with some young people. 

My highlights. Bridge over the River Kwai. Sugarcane was 
the best place we stayed - it was amazing! Erewan Falls –the 

waterfalls were a spectacular sight. Tiger temple - we had live 
tigers' heads on our laps and 

we stroked and walked them. 

Riding Elephants. Trekking 

through the jungle. Hanging out with everyone. Floating 

markets. Everyone going to one room and hanging out every 

night. Seeing the kids at the orphanage. Helping the kids. 
Playing football with the kids. The independence. And loads 

more. Every day was amazing! 

The Project. Finally after six hours of travel we were at the 
project. We arrived late at night and despite the long journey I 

felt exhilarated. A Thai man, who looked around 30, came out 
and showed us were we would be sleeping. Our rooms were in 

the school and there were separate rooms for boys and girls. 

Our hosts had clearly gone to a lot of effort to prepare the 

rooms and our beds consisted of blankets lying on the floor 
and a mosquito net hanging round them, the rooms had grey 

walls and had no furniture in. The next day we split into two 

groups and my group spent the whole day painting the school 
and abandoned hotel that the orphans had taken residence in, 

while the others taught the young children English. The next 

day we switched roles. The people there cooked for us and our 
meals mainly consisted of some sort of sausage and noodles. I 

never asked what it was; I was so hungry and grateful. On the 

last night at the school we went to the hostel and all the kids 

sang while an older student played guitar. This was probably 
the most important part of the whole trip for me as they all 

looked so happy and grateful for our help, and it was when I 

first realised that you don’t need much to be happy.

Transportation. Trek in Khao Yai national park. Thai temple.
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Success all-round for Marlins 
LONG MARSTON Cricket Club, Marlins have had a fantastically successful year. The three 
Cherwell League Teams have all been promoted after massing an amazing combined 1000’s 
points (see page 8 for details).

The Sunday X1 who play in the Sunday Chess Valley League also were promoted. Marlins 
have also collected two trophies the Coronation cup and Aylesbury mid week cup. 

They also hosted the excellent minor county 3 day game between Hertfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire.

Club Chairman Paul Dumpleton remarked “2013 has been a season that will be remembered at 
Marlins for some time to come”.

Election for Parish Council: 24 October!

TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL has announced that there is to be an election to 
fill the two vacancies for Parish Councillors. There has not been an election to fill 
vacancies for some years, but this time sufficient voters have petitioned the Council 
for an election to be held. A list of candidates was not available as we went to press, 
but will be published on 1st October on parish notice boards, and on the Parish Coun-
cil website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk.

Polling day has been fixed for Thursday 24 October, and voting will be at Long Mar-
ston and Wilstone village halls from 7am to 10pm. All registered voters in the vil-
lages will receive polling cards in October. The count will be held at 10pm that day 
and the results published the following morning.

The picturesque Long Marston Cricket Club                                             photo Village News
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Village News

Deadline for items for our next issue 

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  
Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: Colin Moore

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, John McCall, 

Colin Moore, Ben Lovis, Mark Woodbridge.

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager

Rob Briant 07802 384151

Finance Manager & Treasurer

Toby Davidson 07970 636168

This month we have a very special 4 page all colour 
wrapper for Village News celebrating the exploits of our 
younger generation in far flung parts of the world. The 
idea for this was put forward earlier this year by Toby 
Davidson our Treasurer who assured us we could afford it. 
The wrapper gives maximum exposure to the articles and 
can be easily detached as keepsake leaving the magazine 
intact. We hope you enjoy these amazing adventures and 
stories written and photographed by the teenagers 
themselves.

That’s some of the good news but this month we only have 
a 24 page magazine! There has been a dearth of 
contributions. We need those little bits of news which a 
few years ago were so prominent and filled several pages 
of In Brief. But to keep your magazine alive and to balance 
the number advertisements which are essential to finance 
the magazine we really need  some new regular 
contributors who can produce a good story, report or 
photograph. Come on you can do it!

The other good news is Village News Extra  is to make a 
come back next month with new editor Ben Lovis. 

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Deadline for items for our next issue is 

Thursday 24th October2013. 

Times for mobile library Route 72

Thursday fortnightly 3rd, 17th, 31st October. 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20

Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55

Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15

Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15

Church services
at

St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

6 October

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
11:30am St Cross Evening Prayer

7 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

13 October

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

20 October

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

21 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

27 October

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

3 November

10.00am All Saints Patronal Festival

St. Cross, Wilstone.
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

2 October Puttenham village hall.

6 November Wilstone village hall.

4 December Wilstone village hall.

Friday 27 September

Toby’s Fun Quiz. LM Victory Hall. 7.30pm for 8.00pm.
Saturday 5 October

October Supper. Cecilia Hall.,7.30pm.
Tuesday 15 October

Sing in Wilstone. St Cross ,730-8.30pm see page 6.
Friday 18 October  

Wilstone Film Nights. ‘Life of Pi’ bar 7.15 pm film 8.00pm.
Tuesday 22 October

All Saints Social Afternoon. 2.00pm to 3.00pm.
Saturday 26 October

Halloween Disco  Long Marston Victory Hall 8.00pm 
Swinging Rascals. Wilstone Village Hall. 7.30pm.
Friday 1 November

"Cecilia Tea Rooms", Puttenham.
Saturday 2 November 

Firework Display. Old Tom’s Meadow Lg Marston 6.15pm.
Tuesday 5 November

Rosemary for Remembrance. St. Cross Wilstone,10.00am
Friday 15 November

All Saints Quiz and Curry Night. LM Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
Friday 22 November 

Wilstone Film Nights.‘Quartet. Bar 7.15 pm film 8.00pm.
Saturday 23 November

End of Season Ball. LM Cricket Club at Mentmore.
Tuesday 26 November

All Saints Social Afternoon. 2.00pm to 3.00pm.
Friday 13 December 

Wilstone Film Nights. TBA.
Tuesday 17 December

Carols round the tree. LM village green 7pm.
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ST.CROSS WILSTONE

ROSEMARY FOR

 REMEMBRANCE
A service for All Souls

on Tuesday 5th November
at 10am.

A short service to remember all those people 
who have passed away, where family and friends 

who wish to do so can record their loved ones’ 
names on the list in church, to be read out 

during the service. 
 
Sprigs of rosemary, Shakespeare’s flower of remembrance, 

will be available in church, to be placed on the altar, or 
taken home after the service. 

 

We hope you will join us for this service, followed by 
refreshments, including Shropshire Soul cakes. 

All Saints Church 
 

Quiz and Curry 
 

Toby Davidson 
Quizmaster 

Friday 15th November 2013  
 

7.30 for 8pm 
 

in Victory Hall, Long Marston 
 

Tickets £12 
Teams of  eight – BYO drinks 

 

Contact Carole Harrison 
 01296 668526 

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 
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In brief... 

Long Marston School
A WARM welcome to all of our new families to the school 

and we hope that they have a rewarding and enjoyable time 
with us. We are also pleased to welcome a new teacher, Mr 
Scahill, who is teaching Class 5. We are sure that they will all 
quickly feel part of the Long Marston family.

We have started the school year by celebrating Roald Dahl 
Day on 13th September, which would have been his birthday. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring his exciting and 
highly imaginative work.

Our next 'big event' is Harvest when we celebrate with a ser-
vice in All Saints Church and a Sing-a-long in the School Hall. 
After these events we have a tradition of distributing Harvest 
Gifts of food to the over 60's, which the children have brought 
in to school, around Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone, 
as well as to DENS, the charity for the homeless in Hemel 
Hempstead. If you know of anyone who would enjoy receiv-
ing one of these gifts please contact the School Office on 
01296 668386 or email admin@longmarston.herts.sch.uk.

Wilstone Community Shop 

Are you free on Friday, 18th October?  

Then do come and join us at our charity coffee morning in aid 
of St Francis Hospice.

From 10.30am to midday we will be offering coffee or tea 
and a choice of delicious cakes for just £2, with £1.50 going 
to the charity.

It’s a great opportunity to catch up with fellow parishioners, 
eat lots of lovely cake and support a very worthwhile local 
charity. We hope to see you there.

September 100 Club Winners
We have re-launched the 100 Club to help towards the cost of 
re-organising and refurbishment of the shop interior to help 
us to be able to offer even more items. This month’s lucky 
winners are:

£96   -     61

£48   -     64

£24   -     33

If you fancy joining in a few spaces are still available, just 
call into the shop for an application form or email Graham 
Thorpe at gthorpe1@mac.com.

DIY Volunteers needed 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH is a wonderful jigsaw of a building.  
It was built in the end of the nineteenth century using bits and 
pieces of old churches as well as new stone.  It was built with 
love but has always kept us on our toes as the first major 
work had to be done less than twenty years after it was built.  

There is always work to be done, and this is where we would 
be delighted to have your help.  Are you longing to repoint a 
wall (a long wall if I am honest)?  Does your heart leap at the 
thought of re-laying a path?  And above all, do you want to 
dig a large hole in the churchyard to see how the buttresses 
are doing?  Or does your skill lie in project managing others 
to do this?

All of these are on our “to do” list and all help is gratefully 
received.  Unsurprisingly, we don’t have a lot of money to do 
this which is why we are asking for help, however we are 
fantastic at coffee and bacon sandwiches. Do please contact 
me if you would like to help or ask any questions. 

 Rev jane Banister 01442 822170  jcbanister@btinternet.com

Last days - Herts Open Studios
YOU may just have time to visit an artist who paints with an 
iron! Phil Madley is taking part in Herts Open studios 
this year, which closes on Sunday 29th September.

Phil Madley Studio at 50 Tring Road, Wilstone, Herts 
HP23 4PD. Open 10am - 6pm. 

Long Marston Victory Hall

requires new treasurer
Following our meeting this month, the committee are keen to 
find a new treasurer to stand at our AGM on 28th November. 

We are also interested to hear from Long Marston residents 
and regular hall users who would be keen to join the commit-
tee and help us to develop the hall in the future.

Please feel free to contact Mike Tomlinson 01296 661311 or 
Margaret Kaye 01296 662975

Sing in Wilstone!
The first exciting session of the “Sing in Wilstone” group will 
be on Tuesday 15th October, 7.30pm till 8.30pm at St Cross 
Church, Wilstone.

If you would like to come along please email or phone Jo 

Woodbridge on 01442 891444 jomark@waitrose.com

for more information.

Norman Landberg, USAAF
WE are sorry to report the death of Norman Landberg of 36 
Bomb Squardon, United States Army Air Force, on 28th Au-
gust in New York, age 93. Mr Landberg was stationed at 
Cheddington during the war and was one of those amazing 
airmen who flew B-24 Liberators crammed with electronic 
warfare apparatus on bombing raids ahead of the main force 
to confuse enemy radar. The Long Marston memorial to his 
comrades was dedicated in May 2011.
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Community Shop Wilstone is open :- Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pmSunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.

New community shopping 

and bus service for villages
COMMUNITY ACTION DACORUM a local charity is 

setting up a shopping service for elderly residents and people 

with a physical disability or sensory impairment living in the 

market towns and rural areas of Dacorum. We need to 

understand in more detail the type of service you want in 

Tring Rural.

We will use an accessible minibus to take you from your 

home to your local supermarket allowing time for a stop at 

the supermarket café. It will be a community service run by 

volunteers providing information and advice on healthy 

eating and suggested recipes for cooking for one. Plus it will 

be an opportunity to meet and socialise with others on a 

regular basis.

Minibus Service 

Community Action Dacorum currently runs a community led 

minibus service connecting Long Marston with Tring, 

Wigginton and Hemel Hempstead.  They are looking to 

expand this service to include the other Tring Rural villages.

The 207 operates every week on a Friday and allows you to 

connect with either Tring or Hemel Hempstead Town Centres 

to access the shops and services or simply to window shop 

and stop for a coffee!  The 207 is a fare paying service, 

however, concessionary fares do apply 

If you or a community group who may have interested 

members would like to use a shopping service or 207 bus 

service we would very much like to hear from you  Please 

contact Deborah Fogden on 01442 253935 or 

deborah@communityactiondacorum.org.uk. 

No 78 Moderate

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore

I can see a couple of 6s to start it off and then...

                                                             solution on page 23

A thank you from a 

world challenge team member
Thank you for all the donations with respect to my world 
challenge fundraising. The money raised includes the glow-
stick sale on firework night and the money given in donations 
when I went door -to -door. This kindness contributed 
to allowing me to go on world challenge and taking part 
in this amazing opportunity. At world challenge I helped 
children in a rural village in the mountainous areas around 
Huaraz, Peru. Our team project was to build and decorate an 
abandoned library in the centre of the village to allow 
children to have a place to improve their reading (which was 
particularly needed as literacy levels are extremely low within 
the village) and have a place to relax and play. Thanks to 
your kindness, this project has improved the community and 
the life's of people living within it, and will continue to for 
many years to come.

Olivia Patel 
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 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead

COMBINING was over by the Bucks County Show. This has 
always been a target. The yields were down but the wheat 
was dry enough to store without drying. No sales yet, prices 
are down. I believe the policy is to wait and hope things 
improve - bills to be paid are lurking.

In the week of 19th September cattle have been brought from 
the grass fields into yards in readiness for TB test next week. 
Some will be kept in to go into fattening yards, the younger 
ones will need another month of grazing. The TB test is a bit 
nerve-racking, we've always been OK in the past. There are 
badgers about. I saw a couple of dung pits down the bottom 
of the garden, and something digs around the Guinea fowl 
pen, which is just outside the kitchen window. But the biggest 
worry concerns my dear one. Her pulse rate dropped to 29, so 
ambulance with flashing blue lights whisked her off to The 
Brompton Hospital in London (via The Harefield) where a 
pacemaker was fitted. Amazingly, Teresa was home next day 
and was soon putting the world to rights.

Back to farming. The rains came just right for the oilseed rape 
crop. Next year's crop was drilled in the second half of 
August, and with the rain it is already up. There will be some 
volunteer wheat to deal with when the crop is a little stronger. 
I expect that pigeons' own news service has spread the news 
to include the continental birds. I hope with the rain that crop 
will be strong enough to recover from any aerial attack.

There has been an early demand for logs. Some addresses are 
quite a challenge but with my new invoices I can at least read 
the address. Some of the addresses in Berkhamsted are a 

particular challenge. I know there's this sat-nav thing; I expect 
I shall have to yield. I haven't got my dog, Minty, now to 
guide me. I know stubbornness is involved, but that dear 
woman does not always get it right.

The rapeseed oil sales are going well. One or two large stores 
now stock it. There is quite a bit of competition for shelf 
space. I believe Simon makes the odd visit to check the 
situation. The oil has got a few mentions on television 
cookery programmes. My twelve Guinea fowl are now four. 
They went visiting, and couldn't get home. Patches of feathers 
give some clue. They are able to fly so I hope some may have 
migrated to safer areas. Daughter Katherine has lost ten. The 
one survivor has palled-up with a moorhen. Daughter Sarah 
has lost four. These particular birds seem less keen to perch in 
trees. While on the subject of birds, I check the cattle down at 
Boarscroft every day and every year at this time a lot of 
Yellow Wagtails arrive and feed close to the cattle. I counted 
twenty round one cow. They stay for a couple of weeks and 
then are gone. At the same time Great Black-backed Gulls 
appear. Jessica tells me they are the largest gull in the world. 
They also move on. Thirdly, in most years Swallows use the 
same fields at this time of the year. The grass is old pasture 
and I expect they are after insects like Daddy-longlegs, 
getting their strength up for the long flight south. I'm not sure 
about the insects, but the flight south seems a good idea.

Chris has at last taken steps to get his knee sorted. I saw Nick 
Murrell this morning with the same problem; he's off to 
Banbury. Farmers do a lot of lifting on uneven ground putting 
stress on a joint that only want to bend in one direction.

Harvest results, and autumn birdwatch

Great Season at Long Marston Cricket Club               by Paul Dumpleton

SATURDAY 7th September saw the final round of games in the 
Cherwell League competition for 2013 and what a year it turned out to 
be for our teams.

Fantastic last day news is that our 1st XI are promoted to Division 2 of 
the League for 2014 as Division 3 champions. Our 2nd XI are 
promoted from Division 7 to 6 as runners up to East Oxford and our 
3rd XI are promoted to Division 9 as champions. Our three teams 
amassed over 1000 points during the league season.

Add to that the promotion of our Sunday XI from Division 6 of the 
Chess Valley League along with the two shiny trophies for winning the 
Coronation Cup and the Aylesbury mid week cup and 2013 has been a 
season that will be remembered at Marlins for some time to come.

Much celebration anticipated with the Club presentation evening due 
on Saturday 5th October, the Cherwell League presentation evening 
due at the Kassam Stadium, Oxford on Saturday 19th October and the 
re-instatement of our annual dinner and ball to follow at Mentmore on 
23rd November.

A great year for all.

Bowling action from the Marlins  - what a beezer!        
Photo Johnny Horn



  Village News

Page 9 October  2013

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

New planning rules explained
A NUMBER of villagers turned out to hear officers from 
Dacorum Borough Council explain changes to Permitted 
Development planning rules at the September meeting of the 
Parish Council. The new rules came into effect on 30 May, 
and will be in force for three years. Paul Newton and Philip 
Stanley from Dacorum Planning Service gave examples and 
answered questions from Councillors and from villagers. Paul 
Newton said that Dacorum were taking an 'open for business' 
approach to development proposals, and pointed out that of 
over 2,000 planning applications made in 2012/13, 93% were 
approved.  "Our focus is to provide solutions up front to 
potential issues", he said. To this end on two mornings each 
week, planners are available to meet with homeowners, 
applicants and developers for free pre-application advice. 

(Contact Dacorum for details of these planning surgeries.)

The main change affecting householders concerns single 
storey rear extensions which are not in a conservation area or 
an area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB). For a three 
year period ending May 2016, these will not require planning 
permission provided that they are within certain size limits, 
and these limits have themselves been increased. It remains a 
requirement to notify the planning authorities of all such 
plans though, and Dacorum need to confirm that they are 
exempt from the full application process. If they are exempt, 
planning officers will notify immediate neighbours and offer 
them the opportunity to comment within 21 days. If no 
objections are received, Permitted Development status will be 
confirmed. If there are objections from neighbours, planning 
officers will consider these. Parish Councils will not be 
notified of plans which are dealt with under these new rules. 
(Previously the Parish Council was consulted on all 
applications.)

Parish Councillors were concerned that they would no longer 
even be aware of developments dealt with under these rules, 
and concerns were raised about the effectiveness of the 
"neighbour notification" process. Dacorum Cllr. Chris 
Townsend pointed out that Ward Councillors do have the 
power to intervene on behalf of neighbours affected by a 
proposal, and asked if this information was included in letters 
to neighbours. Mr Newton was not sure that it was. Your 

reporter detected that the new rules have not exactly been 
received with enthusiasm by councillors, and perhaps not by 
planning officers either.

Councillor vacancies
There are now two vacancies on the Parish Council following 
the departures of Jill Finlan and Abby Fermont. Formal 
notifications of these vacancies have been nailed to the parish 
notice boards in accordance with procedures. Chairman Cllr. 
Mike Tomlinson said that he was anxious now to fill the 
vacancies. If there are a number of applicants an election can 
be held, but there has been no call for such an election for a 
considerable time. The more usual process is for new 
councillors to be "co-opted". (If you are interested in 

becoming a parish councillor, email the Clerk, Lucy Bancroft, 

at clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk.)

Culvert concern
The Environment Agency has informed the Parish Council 
that, in their view, the culvert carrying the Long Marston 
Brook through the centre of the village is the responsibility of 
the Highways Authority (in this case, Hertfordshire County 
Council). This is the outcome of a lengthy investigation into 
the condition of the culvert, which has several times caused 
flooding in the village. The EA are the river authority 
responsible for the brook itself, but not for the banks or the 
culvert. In 2010 they carried out a detailed CCTV study of the 

culvert which found that it was in need of significant repairs. 
Parts of it date back to the 19th Century. The EA have now 
referred the matter to Hertfordshire CC, and sent them a copy 
of the report. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson said that it was important 
now to keep the pressure on for effective repairs to be carried 
out if the culvert was not to aggravate flooding problems in 
the village in future.

Hedge trimming time
A good time of year, Councillors thought, to remind people to 
cut back their hedges so that they don't overhang footways or 
the roadway. Some obstructions to pedestrian traffic have 
been observed. Now's the time for a trim perhaps?

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments 
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower 
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856



  Village News

Page 11 October  2013

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257
Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977
Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190
Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207
Mr Richard Briant  01442 825 674

Two vacancies.

The Clerk to the Council :- 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Letter...Dear Editor

I refer back to a letter in an issue of the Village News a few 
months ago regarding Dog Fouling on the recreation ground. 
It would appear that, as usual, the irresponsible owners con-
cerned have buried their heads in the sand and ignored the 
concerns of fellow residents. I very much doubt that the situa-
tion on the recreation ground has improved but would draw 
attention to the local footpaths. Rosebarn Lane is a much used 
footpath. It is the main access route to the centre of the vil-
lage for the residents of Grange Road. The majority of Allot-
ment holders use it and it is a favourite route for walkers to 
the fields beyond and the canal.

Unfortunately, it is no longer possible to take a walk out of 
the village, or round the reservoirs, to take in the views and 
study the hedgerows, eyes have to be firmly fixed on the path 
ahead to avoid the minefield of dog muck. Some owners actu-
ally let their dogs foul the tarmac section of Rosebarn Lane 
and narrow verge alongside our houses, then just leave it. It is 
very unpleasant when I hit it with the strimmer and spray it 
everywhere, including over myself. When you reach the 
grassed section of the path these owners think it is acceptable 
to let their dog go anywhere without any intention of clearing 
it up and putting it in the bin which is only yards away. Some 
owners do actually pick it up, put it in a bag and throw it in 
the hedge where it just hangs there for months, or just knot 
the bag and drop it. It gets on our shoes, on our doormats, in 
our cupboards and on the pedals in our car. I confronted an 
owner whose large dog had just fouled the path where the 
children swing on a rope attached to a nearby tree. When I 
asked him if he intended leaving it there he looked surprised 
and asked what he was supposed to do with it. When I 
pointed out the bin, he informed me he never brings bags or 
any way of picking it up. These antisocial owners are not very 
good at hiding their intentions. While their dog is 'in the proc-
ess' they stand as far away as the lead will allow staring into 
the distance in the other direction, or fiddling with their 
phone. As soon as the tension on the lead is relaxed they just 
move off without looking back. Some walk on ahead with 
their dog trailing yards behind, 'out of sight' and ' out of 
mind'. Their philosophy is if they don't actually see their dog 
do it, then it must have been another dog or a stray! Hands up 
anyone who's seen a stray dog lately. I overheard one owner 
saying 'well, it's only natural'. That's fine, they're not happy to 
let their dog 'be natural' in their own garden, but they're happy 
to bring them round to our back gate and let them 'be natural' 
right outside for us to stand in when we go out in the dark. 
This problem is dramatically worse in the winter or bad 
weather when these lazy owners do not want to venture too 
far, or are confident they cannot be seen. One owner let their 
dog foul in the entrance gateway to the allotments and an-
other (or the same) on the pile of sand that the children play 
in. It is common knowledge that it is a serious risk to health, 
especially for children, but these despicable owners think if 
they can remain anonymous they can avoid any guilt, but they 
let down all the responsible owners. They should never have 
considered a dog in the first place if they were not prepared to 
clear up after it. Hopefully, with the proliferation of mobile 
phone cameras, we should soon secure a successful prosecu-
tion. The sooner the better!

John Evans 18 Tring Rd Wlstone
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry 
experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Painting  Plumbing 
Tiling      Plastering

Locksmith Services
Small jobs welcome

Call now for a fast friendly service.
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439  Office: 01442 380287

bhpropertyservices.co.uk 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

SPECIALIST NEUROLOGICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Amy Goss & Claire PeplowBSc (Hons) Physiotherapy HPC Registered

We can help you if you have a neurological deficit affecting your 
movement including 
Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and Balance 

Problems.

Tel: 07786 363638 / 07909982569
Email: physio@neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

          Website: www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

Call Genie on 07931 307912

gardengenie1@gmail.com

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order  or discuss your menu 
 

tel: 01296 630279/720459 
seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating” 

SCIENCE TUTOR
I am a fully qualified Science teacher with a vast 
experience in teaching and tutoring.

I will have places from May onwards for tuition in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE and Biol-
ogy A level. Plenty of resources including past pa-
per practice is given in each session. Lessons can 
be individual or in groups so to suit all needs.

Dr Karina Patel, Long Marston.
Mob number 07922 247658
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

07914 355180 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 

CLUB
Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Long established friendly club, 
catering for all dogs. 

Any age - puppy through to pensioner.

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.   

Qualified instructors.
01296 668752  or 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hobs and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 
07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Logs
Mixed seasoned logs for sale

Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80      Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879
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Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

The Puttenham Trust

October Supper 
 

Saturday 5th October 

 7.30 p.m.

Tickets £7.50 per head
Bring your own drink and a glass

Guess the Weight of the Marrow !  

  Home Produce Table  

  Raffle 

Charity Draw.

Tickets:  01296 668337  or 

        01296 668267

Cecilia Tea Rooms 
 

Open for full afternoon tea 

on

Friday 1st November

   3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
£3.50 per head.

Just call in, but booking a seat 

would greatly help with catering.

01296 668337

Proceeds to:  

The Pepper Foundation, Berkhamstead

(funding nursing for children with life-limiting illnesses)

St. Mary’s, Puttenham

Remembrance  
Compline 

Monday 11th November 

at 8 p.m.
Including the lighting of candles on our wooden cross 

in memory of those lost in conflict.

Friends of Puttenham Church

Jumble Sale held on 31st August.

Thank You…….to everyone who helped in any 

way with our Jumble Sale – the sorting, the sale, the 
teas, clearance etc. not forgetting all those who donated 
the jumble!  The charities benefiting from our jumble 
residue were the Burma Orphanages, the Long Marston 
Play Group and the Cleft Pallet funds.  After a last small 
amount of income, the sale raised £891. 12p.  Your help 
towards the work of “The Friends” is very much appre-
ciated
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From the Vicarage by Rev'd Jane Banister 

St. Cross has a Cross
SAINT CROSS church in Wilstone is the proud possessor of a Processional Cross, some-
thing which the church has never had before, despite its patronal name.

On Sunday 15th September, to celebrate Holy Cross Day, the congregation took the oppor-
tunity to walk with the Cross from the Village Hall to the church, where it was officially 
blessed and dedicated by Reverend Jo Wetherall. 

See page 23 for the full event 

Everyone connected with St. Cross is thrilled with this new acquisition, and it will be used 

as a focal point for worship, especially when a service is taking place away from the 

church building.

The cross was designed by churchwarden Ken Martin and crafted by village resident Rick 

Spratt, and is both truly local and unique. 

Many thanks go to The Friends of St. Cross, whose generosity funded the commission, and 

whose continuing support is so vital in allowing St. Cross to remain part of the village. 

Why All Saints?

JUST about every church has a dedication – Wilstone is St 
Cross, Puttenham is St Mary, and Long Marston is All Saints 
and each dedication has a date when we celebrate it.  St Cross 
is really another version of Sanctus or holy Cross, and that is 
celebrated on 14th September.  St Mary is the mother of Jesus 
and has several dates on which she can be specifically cele-
brated - in March to commemorate the angel Gabriel telling 
her she was going to be a mother, in August to celebrate her 
ascending into heaven (a slightly dodgy one theologically) 
and in September for her birthday, although no one knows 
when her birthday was.

All Saints is a wonderful dedication as we can chose from a 
huge variety.  It is 1st November, but is usually celebrated on 
the nearest Sunday with a joyful service and cake afterwards.  
This year we will be celebrating on the 3rd of November and 
everyone is welcome.  What we celebrate when we remember 
the saints is not people who were perfect, but people through-
out the centuries who have done their best to love God and to 
follow him in countless different ways.

Here are some of the saints we remember in October. On the 
4th St Francis. Born in Italy in the twelfth century into a 

wealthy family, he gave up all he possessed to care for the 
poor.  He was joined by others and they lived by a simple 
gospel-based rule.  The Franciscan order continues today, and 
St Francis is often shown with birds and animals as he had a 
great love of God’s creation.

On the 11th St Ethelburga and the 19th St Frideswide both 
these English saints were nuns and must be included because 
of their names if nothing else!

On the 12th Elizabeth Fry, born in 1780 and died in 1845, 
who was a Quaker and was horrified by the state of prisons 
and spent much of her life campaigning for reform and help-
ing those in need.

Finally on the 26th October Alfred the Great, King of the 
Saxons, he brought peace to England and was determined to 
bring stability to church and state.  He gave half his income to 
religious houses who provided education, cared for the poor, 
the sick and travellers.  He also evolved a legal code based on 
common sense and Christian mercy.

And that is only a small number of the saints we remember in 
October. May we be inspired by their love and devotion, and 
their determination not to give up.

News from All Saints  by Carole Harrison 

WE would like to thank all those who supported The Historic 
Churches Bike ‘n; Hike. Our four cyclists did well, the Davis 
family, Karen, Josh and Megan managed 7 churches locally 
and John covered 70 miles calling at 34. All Saints had 
welcomers there all day and 53 people called in - not bad!

Quiz and Curry night -Friday 15th November, 7.30 for 
8pm. Tickets are £12 per person and teams of eight please. 
Tables to be booked as soon as possible as we do have a 
‘catering limit’. Let’s try to raise £1,000 this year – we almost 
made it last year.

Harvest Service Sunday 29th September, 10am. This will be 
followed by a soup and crumble lunch, so do join us. 

Donations of gifts to D.E.N.S. will be welcome.

MacMillan Coffee Morning Sunday 6th October 10.45 
following morning service.

All Saints Patronal Service 3rd November, 10am. Sparklers 
and cake.

Sunday Club This takes place during the 10 am service on 
the fourth Sunday of each month. Future dates are:- 24th 
November - Preparing for Advent and 22nd December -

Nativity.

Toddler Worship every first and third Monday at 2pm. All 
babies and children welcome with their carers – activities, 
drink and biscuits every time!
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 
PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858
Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787
Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 
Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410
Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463
Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465
LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021
Wilstone St Cross
Vicar  Rev’d Joanne Wetherall        01442 851200

Churchwardens

Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Ken Martin                                    01442 822894
Puttenham St Mary’s
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                 01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351
Long Marston All Saints

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170
Keyholder Carole Harrison            01296 668526
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson         01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Abigail Livermore                   07966 154570
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Ali Driver                                01296 662482
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School                 01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke                                 0207 219 4459
Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Village News
Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339
Whitchurch Morris Men

Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478
Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813
Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 
WI

Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is: 

Thursday 24 October 

Editor next month will be Mark Woodbridge

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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included to aid the digestion. Many thanks to everyone 
who contributed to and supported this event; it is 
wonderful to be able to celebrate an ancient custom today 
in a form which would be recognisable to people from 
100 years ago. In keeping with tradition, there will be 
more of the same next year! Join us!

SEVERAL people have asked ‘Why so early, surely 
harvest is normally celebrated in October’. And yes, 
many years ago, that was true. It took many weeks of 
hard manual labour to bring in the yearly harvest and 
harvest festival was celebrated at the conclusion of this 
work to give thanks for the bounty of the land. Today 
local farmers have the benefit of machinery to aid them 
and modern crops ripen earlier than the older strains of 
arable seed, so everything is ‘safely gathered in’ 
considerably earlier than it used to be. St. Cross like to 
celebrate harvest alongside the agricultural calendar, 
hence the Festival takes place around the beginning of 
September in Wilstone.

On Sunday 1st September people gathered at Meads 
farm pond to begin the Harvest Service within sight and 
sound of ‘farming’, sheep in local fields, arable visible 
on the slopes above the reservoirs. From there the 
congregation moved to the Village Stores, to celebrate 
the man-made harvest, and to give thanks for the 
volunteers who work in the shop. Then it was over to 
the church for the rest of the service, including the
harvest hymn, ‘We plough the fields and scatter’. The 
church was beautifully decorated, not just with florists 
flowers, but also with Old Man’s Beard, poppies, and 
ears of wheat (gleaned after the crops had been cut, 
reflecting a centuries old practice of rural life). On the 
altar steps was the traditional Harvest Loaf, fashioned 
as a sheaf of corn, with the harvest mouse nestling in 
the middle.

After the service 50 people moved up the road to the 
Village Hall to enjoy a sumptuous Harvest Lunch, 
where Reverend Jo Wetherall broke the harvest loaf, 
British Bake Off style. It was shared among all present, 
accompanying meats, quiches, and salads, and followed 
by lots of calorie-laden desserts. A glass of wine was 

Traditional celebrations Harvest Festival at St. Cross

Sudoku No 78 solution 

October  2013Page 23
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Editors note:- This article made me searching for  my old Biggles books and here  is one with 
a suitable extract,  which may explain  the onset of Martin’s “terrible disorder”. The author 
Capt. W. E. Johns was a Royal Flying Corps pioneer fighter pilot. So he was able to bring  
realism to these stories.  ED.
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Biggles sees me through  by Martin Winship

I was not much of a reader as a young lad; I went straight from Playhour comic to The Eagle, and didn’t bother with 
much else. Until, that is, I discovered Biggles Books, and then there was no stopping me. I lapped them up with an 
insatiable appetite, and you can imagine my rapture when I realised that the genius Captain W. E. Johns had not only 
written nearly 100 of the adventures of my hero, he had also found the time to pen amongst other gems brilliant sto-
ries about Gimlet, a Royal Marine Commando, Steeley, a sort of flying Raffles, and Worrals, who was unfortunately 
female, but nobody’s perfect.

I continued to consume these ripping yarns 
through my early teens, until, like countless 
unsuspecting fellows before me, I fell victim 
to a terrible disorder; I became aware of 
GIRLS.

A very confused period followed, of which I 
have no clear memory. I certainly had no 
time (or inclination) for Biggles. And then 
one day I awoke to find that somehow or 
other, I was married. Naturally a kind of 
peace and tranquility descended on me, and 
in due time I found out a tremendous truth. 
My parents (God bless them) had kept my 
Biggles Books safe and sound!

I still have my collection, and have built on 
it over the years, and my interest in all things 
Biggles has never faded. Recently, I 
“celebrated” a birthday which had a number 
associated with it so large that it must, I’m 
convinced, have been a misprint. To mark 
the occasion my wife arranged for me to go 
up in a Tiger Moth biplane from Duxford, 
and I was even allowed to fly the machine 
myself.

I’m old enough now not to mind being thought a bit eccentric. My wife doesn’t think I’m eccentric, though. She 
knows I am.

Good news for all fellow fans - NETWORK are releasing all 44 episodes of the 1960 Granada TV series “Biggles” 

on 6 discs in April 2014.

Martin making a good at attempt at impersonating Biggles at Duxford 
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Cold showers in Peru     by Molly McMunn

EARLIER this summer I set off for a trip of a lifetime to Peru 

with World Challenge (a name many of you are familiar with 

now!) I left feeling apprehensive, as a month is the longest I 

have ever been away from home, but also excited and ready to 

experience the trip for which I had been preparing for 2 years. 

The plane journey was not the most enjoyable part of the trip, 

but when we finally arrived in Lima we couldn’t contain our 

excitement! We saw the city at night, buzzing with activity, 

but I could also tell how poor and unclean it was. It was 

fantastic to experience a whole new culture on the trip, and 

how different Peru is to the UK. We stayed our first night in a 

hostel, quite nice compared to some of the ones we had to 

endure later on, although still had our first of many, many cold 

showers there. The people there were so friendly, as was 

everyone else we met in Peru. After sorting out admin tasks in 

Lima such as booking our future accommodation and 

transport, we travelled to Huaraz to begin our acclimatisation 

trek.  We climbed up to 4800m, and 

had to rock climb up to ‘Laguana 

Churup’. This was one of my 

highlights because the scenery was 

breath-taking; the Andes were always 

in sight and the lake at the end was 

beautiful! It was also physically really 

challenging so we felt a great sense of 

achievement when we reached the 

top. 

We then travelled to Chicalayo to 

start our orphanage phase, the part I 

was looking forward to the most. We 

stayed in a lovely family’s home for 5 

nights near to the orphanage itself. On 

our first day we met all the children, 

all of different ages and abilities, and 

got told by the nuns that worked there 

what we could do to help. So we 

started our second day there, and sanded down the bars on the 

windows so we could paint them. This was made challenging 

by the children sneaking in to our area and taking paintbrushes 

and sand paper and attempting to ‘help’. The children were 

characters, there was a never a dull moment! We said our 

goodbyes on the last day, proud of the difference we had made 

to the orphanage. Chachahpoyas was our next destination for 

our main trek. We walked during the day, with horses to carry 

our rucksacks, and then 

set up camp in the late 

afternoon.  It was really 

hot during the day when 

we were walking, but 

freezing cold at night! I 

really enjoyed the main 

trek and sleeping in tents, 

and our tour guide was 

great at showing us the 

historic ruins. 

The cargo boat to the 

Amazon Jungle was the 

next phase, which was really good fun and it was incredible 

waking up with a view of the Amazon river. We had to sleep 

in hammocks at night, which is actually really difficult! It was 

also really humid. These are some 

of the children on board the boat 

who took a liking to us! After 3 

nights on the cargo boat we 

arrived in Iquitos, where we 

stayed in a village in the Jungle. 

We met our jungle guide who was 

called Mowgli! He was part of a 

tribe in the jungle, and it was 

fascinating to hear the stories he 

had to tell, and how unaware his 

tribe is of the outside world. We 

went on walks and saw the plants 

and trees they used as medicine 

and some of the enormous bugs 

there! Mosquitos were our worst 

enemy. We ate the dish we had 

throughout the whole trip which 

we all began to get tired of: 

chicken and rice. On our first 

night in the Jungle we went midnight crocodile hunting and 

we got to hold a baby alligator! 

We then went back to Lima to get our flight home. I was 

feeling a mixture of emotions, excited to go home and see 

family and friends, have a warm shower and eat something 

other than chicken and rice, but also sad to leave Peru and the 

great friends I had made in the group. 

Molly at the orphanage, Chicalayo.

Trekking in the Peruvian mountains.

Amazing experience: continued from page i ...the 
prisoners of war involved in making the bridge. We walked 
over the bridge to see the local temple which was so pretty and 
peaceful. After the temple we went to the museum where we 
learnt about the death railway, and then went down to the war 
cemetery which was for all the prisoners of war. It was a real 
eye opener to see how many people died and many more 
whose bodies couldn’t be found to be buried.

The next day we travelled to Sangkhlaburi where our project is 

based; a Christian school with boarders. As soon as we got to 
the school, which was in the afternoon, we played with some 
of the younger children until they had to go home. Later that 
evening we went down to the school hall where we learnt 
some Thai games with the children and everyone in the group 
found a friend. Our second day and we were painting the room 
we were in the night before, and three other rooms. 
Unfortunately we couldn’t do anymore work because the rest 
of the painting they wanted to do was outside and it was 
pouring down with rain the whole time. Continued on page iv

Page iii October 2013
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World Challenge 2013: Peru
Words and pictures by 
Georgie Aylwin and Joe Smith

High altitude!

Beautiful sunsets from the cargo boat.

The team take a break on our first acclimatisation trek in Huaraz.

Everyone at the orphanage.

Above: Gocta waterfall trek. 

Amazing experience: continued from page iii. 

So we went down to a local orphanage where we played more 

Thai games and taught the children some English games.  We 

also were given a tour around the orphanage by a girl called 

Chanoo, who was only 15 and was looking after 150 children.  

She was such an inspirational person to meet. Just before we 

had to leave the orphanage we donated $500 to the orphanage, 

which they appreciated a lot. 

That night was our last night with the children and we weren’t 

allowed to play because they had school the next morning, but 

we gave the younger children some books in English to help 

them learn. We also all said good bye to all the children. It 

was really upsetting to say bye to them all, however thanks to 

Facebook we can keep in touch. 

I really enjoyed my trip. It made me realise how much we take 

for granted and how diverse it is in other countries away from 

all the touristy areas. I would love to do it again, however in 

the meantime I would like to say how thankful and grateful I 

am to you.

Many thanks. Alena Murrell.
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