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We depend on readers’ 

articles and pictures.  

So let’s have them! 

Inside this issue: 

Supported by Tring Rural Parish Council www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

Reader  

offers!  
See page 6 

26 new homes planned for Gubblecote 
PLANS for the redevelop-

ment of the Dean’s Farm  

Eggs site at Gubblecote were 

put before Tring Rural Parish 

Council for comment at their 

September meeting. 
 

Twenty six new homes are  

proposed by developers, as 

well as four small commer-

cial units, a pond, allotments 

for the residents, open spaces 

and landscaping. Turn to 

page 12 for the full story. 
 

Right: Entrance to the site in 

Lukes Lane, Gubblecote. 

A seriously big fish! 

James Beauchamp-White caught this 14lb carp 

from the canal at Wilstone. Wow!      (Steve White) 

Voter registration 
 

BY now you should have received 

your electoral registration form in  

the post. Dacorum Borough Coun-

cil needs everyone to respond by 

25 November. If you don’t need to 

make any changes, you can reply 

online, by post, phone or text – 

and this year you can also scan a 

specially designed barcode (below) 

if you have a smartphone. If you 

do need to make changes you need 

to reply by post, but you can still 

scan the code to get extra informa-

tion. Call 01442 228000 and ask 

for Electoral Registration if you 

didn’t receive a registration form. 
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People: Derek Townsend DL 

Deputy Lieutenant of Hertfordshire  
and a Freeman of the Borough 
 
 Interviewed by Phil Buchi 

AFTER serving this area as a Councillor for 40 years, Derek 

Townsend stood down as Borough Councillor representing 

Tring West and Rural at the May election. In those 40 years 

he has surely become the best known elected representative in 

the borough. Being three times elected Mayor of Tring, and 

twice Mayor of Dacorum must put him towards the top of the 

mayors’ league table. Anyone beat five? Derek served on the 

influential planning and development control committee at 

Dacorum for many years. His detailed knowledge of planning 

issues across the borough over four decades is legendary, and 

he is a mine of information on past planning proposals and 

decisions. A regular attendee at the Tring Rural Parish Coun-

cil meetings too, he has put much effort into keeping in touch 

with village issues and taking follow up action.   

 

At his final meeting of Dacorum Borough Council he was 

made a Freeman of the Borough - the highest award the 

Council can confer. The minute of that meeting said: “That 

the council, in pursuance of the powers conferred upon it by 

statute admit to being an Honorary Freeman of the Borough 

of Dacorum Derek Townsend, in appreciation and acknowl-

edgement of eminent public ser-

vice he has rendered over many 

years as a citizen of Tring in the 

Borough of Dacorum.” 

 

Derek, now 76, began his work-

ing life as an apprentice printer 

in the card department at the 

John Dickenson’s works at Ap-

sley, where his father worked. 

He met Janet there - she worked 

in the office - and they married 

in 1959. The apprenticeship was 

interrupted by National Service 

from 1953 - 1955, when Derek 

joined the RAF and worked in 

motor transport at various RAF 

stations around the country. 

Posted to RAF Akrotiri in Cy-

prus, this usually desirable post-

ing turned to be hotter than ex-

pected when the unrest began, 

and he was not there long enough 

to enjoy the sun. 

 

Returning to the UK and com-

pleting his apprenticeship, he 

stayed in the print industry his 

entire working life and retired as 

a print manager. For 20 years he 

worked in Aston Clinton and 

printed record sleeves for CBS Records who then had a re-

cord factory there. He has a collection of LP covers from that 

period (with the LPs inside of course) many of which are 

works of art in themselves, and fine examples of the printers’ 

trade. One particular group caused him a lost bank holiday 

weekend. When Abba went from unknown Scandinavians to 

smash hits almost overnight, CBS could not press the records 

fast enough. Derek and his colleagues had to work flat out for 

an entire Easter weekend to print two million Abba record 

sleeves.  

 

During his time in 

the print industry 

Derek was a member 

of the National 

Graphical Associa-

tion (NGA) trade 

union, and rose to 

become Father of 

Chapel (branch chair-

man). He developed 

his interest in public 

service while a trade 

union representative, 

and was invited to 

join the Conservative 

Party in 1963 when the local branch was seeking to include 

people with trade union experience. In 1971 he stood for elec-

tion to Tring Urban District Council - 

Freedom of the Borough: 

it’s three feet high! 
(Pictures: Village News) 

Derek Townsend at home in his garden 

A lost bank holiday thanks to Abba. 

Continued on page 6. 
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St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 

  

2 October 
10.00am All Saints Harvest Festival 

followed by lunch 

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church 

6.00pm Evening Prayer 

 

3 October  (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

9 October 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

16 October 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

 

17 October (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

23 October 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and 

Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 

 

30 October 

10.00am St Peter & St Paul, Tring 

Team Service 

Village News 
Editor this month: Phil Buchi 

 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Emily Woodbridge. 
 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 
 

 

Local people 

IT was a pleasure to do the interview with Derek Town-

send for one of this month’s features. (If you missed it, go 

back to page 2!)  Although his work as a local councillor is 

well known, the things we don’t know about people are 

often just as interesting. For instance, Derek was a printer 

by trade, but he worked in the record industry - printing LP 

covers for CBS Records. A music fan’s dream job!  

Suggestions from readers for more interviews with local 

people are most welcome. 
 

...and machines 

It seems a while since we published any fine pictures of 

engines and machines. David Mead puts this right this 

month on page 10, and I hope enthusiasts will take the hint 

and send us their pictures of locomotives, vehicles and 

machines. Well, I like them. More on page 28! 
 

Distributor needed in Long Marston 

If you can help us by delivering a few copies of Village 

News each month, Carole Harrison would be pleased to 

hear from you. Turn to page 16. 

                                                                 Phil Buchi      

Church services 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(November) is Thursday 20th October. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

St. Cross, Wilstone 
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 What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 19 October Puttenham Cecilia Hall. 

Wednesday 16 November Wilstone village hall. 

New times for mobile library Route 72 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly:  October 6th and 20th 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.00 to 11.20 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.25 to 11.55 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  12.50 to 13.15 

Puttenham (Church Lane)  13.20 to 13.45 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                14.00 to 15.15 

Wilstone village shop opening hours are: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

Saturday 1 October 
October supper and auction, Cecilia Hall.  
Sunday 2 October 
Harvest Festival, All Saints Long Marston, 10am. 
Tuesday 11 October 
WI: Spain’s Islamic Heritage. Illustrated talk by Peter De-
gan. 8pm, LM Victory Hall. £3 (inc. tea.) All welcome. 

Friday 14 October 

Wilstone film night - new season starts. The King’s Speech. 

Friday 21 October 

All Saints Quiz Night. 7.30 for 8pm at LM Victory Hall. 

Monday 24 October 

Neil Gurney - flower arranger extraordinaire. Bishop Wood 

School, 7.30pm. £8. See ad on page 5. 

Saturday 29 October 
Spooky Funky Disco at Victory Hall, LM. 8pm. £5. 
Monday 31 October 
Light up the Dark. St. John the Baptist, Aldbury, 5.30pm. 
Tuesday 1 November 
Rosemary for Remembrance. St Cross, Wilstone, 10am. 
Friday 11 November 
Christmas food fair at Meads Farm Shop. 6pm - 9pm. 
Friday 18 November 
Wilstone film night. 
Saturday 19 November 
Cocktails & Cabaret. Aldbury Memorial Hall, 7.30pm. 

Saturday 3 December 
Maggie’s Christmas Cabaret Club. See ad on page 5. 

Friday 16 December 

Wilstone film night. 

 

Your local event details can be included here for free. Just 

email details to the editor. See page 3. 

All Saints Church 

 

Toby Davidson - Quizmaster 
 

Friday 21st October 7.30 for 8.00pm 
(in Victory Hall, Long Marston) 

Tickets £3.50 or £10 with curry 

Teams of eight. BYO Drinks 

Curry numbers by 7th October please 

Contact Carole Harrison, 01296 668526. 

? 

Quiz 
and curry 

(Optional, home made 

by Huw) 
? 

ROSEMARY FOR REMEMBRANCE 
 

TUESDAY 1st NOVEMBER 10A.M. 
ST CROSS CHURCH 

 

A service to remember  
those we love but see no longer.  

 

A short service where the names of those who have 
died will be read and posies placed on the altar in their 

memory. If you are unable to attend but would like 
someone remembered please add their name to the 

list which will be in church. 
 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN EVERY MORNING. 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

NEIL GURNEY 
FLOWER ARRANGER  

EXTRAORDINAIRE 
You will be amazed and amused 

(you will laugh throughout  

the evening) 

at BISHOPWOOD SCHOOL – Frogmore Street, 

Tring, 

on Monday October 24th at 7.30pm.  
 

Buy your TICKETS now - £8. 

S.a.e to Pam Russell,  5 Hazely, Tring, HP23 5JH. 

Cheques to Tring PCC. 

Information – 01442 826533. 

 

This is part of the Tring Team Parish’s 

“The Year of Giving Generously” 

 

 

 
Festive Gifts and Food for all the Family 

 
We look forward to welcoming you to our annual Food 

Fair in our charming 16th century barn on 
 

Friday 11thNovember 2011 
6.00 – 9.30 pm 

 

Enjoy browsing around our shelves of delightful and 
unusual gifts for all the family.  Relax with a comple-

mentary glass of mulled wine and taste our selection of 
cheeses, biscuits, meats, fish, preserves and chutneys.  

Telephone:  01442 828478 

 

St John the Baptist church, AldburySt John the Baptist church, Aldbury  

Light up the DarkLight up the Dark  
  5:30 p.m. Monday 31st October.  5:30 p.m. Monday 31st October.  

COME DRESSED IN YOUR FAVOURITE COSTUME 

 to celebrate life and light. 
Followed by fireworks, games and hot dogs. 

 
ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 

 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee are proud to present  

Maggie's 

Saturday 3rd December 2011.Show starts 8pm.  

Doors and bar open 7.15pm. All seating at table. 

Licenced bar. Price includes supper, served at 9pm. 

Tickets £12.50 from Wilstone village shop only.  
Payment: cash or cheques payable to “Wilstone Village Hall”. 

Tickets on sale from Friday 7th October 2011. 

A glamorous evening of entertainment, music and dancing  

at Wilstone’s exclusive night club.   

All-local cabaret with comedy drama, music, and dancing.  

Come dressed for the occasion. Prizes! 

Supper served at your table is included in the price. 

Christmas 
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and won. This was to be the first of many elections and coun-

cil positions; the beginning of 40 years of public service. 

 

Meeting people, being involved in the community, and being 

able to open doors for people are the rewards, says Derek. He 

is particularly pleased to have been involved with the forma-

tion of the local branch of Age Concern, the beginning of 

Tring Together, the joint use of the swimming pool with the 

school, and many hundreds (probably thousands) of planning 

issues. He is chairman of Dacorum Alzheimer’s Group, presi-

dent of the Pitstone and Ivinghoe British Legion and a patron 

of the Chilterns MS Centre. 

 

In 2002 he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of Hertford-

shire. This is a royal appointment enabling him to deputise 

for the Lord Lieutenant at official engagements, and have the 

letters ‘DL’ after his name. Derek says that he is very proud 

to be able to award certificates of citizenship to new UK citi-

zens, just one of his deputising duties.  Though retired from 

the council, he will continue as Deputy Lieutenant and with 

his work for local charities. But after 40 years, will he be able 

to resist a look at a council agenda or check a planning  

application?  

Mayor of Dacorum Derek Townsend on an official visit to 

DRG Stationary - his old workplace - accompanied by 

Janet, in April 1982. This picture appeared in the house 

magazine, DRG Stationary News.   
Reproduced with acknowledgement. 

Derek Townsend DL : Freeman of the Borough                          (Continued from page 2) 

B-24 memorial on YouTube 
 

HEDA KOOTZ has let us know that several video records of 

the 7th May memorial dedication ceremony have been posted 

on YouTube. They include the BBC South Today news cov-

erage of the memorial to the crew members of the B-24 Lib-

erator bomber “Beast of Bourbon”, a video of the ceremony 

shot by Alan Munt on his Blackberry, and scenes of Roger 

‘The Pilot’ Watts taking the B-24’s navigator - Des Howarth - 

on a flight from the Cheddington runway in his light aircraft. 

 

You can see all of these from the comfort of your computer 

by going to www.youtube.com and typing ‘Liberator 74’ 

into the search panel. 

 Reader offers! 

THERE are two special offers from advertisers for readers of 

Village News this month. Without the advertisers there would 

be no magazine, so do have a look and see if you can take 

advantage of the savings offered. 

 

10% off curtains and blinds  

 

Kaye’s Interiors are offering readers 10% off all orders for 

curtains and blinds placed in October to mark their move to 

new premises in Tring. See the feature on page 27. Kaye has 

been advertising with us since before the magazine was re-

launched in its present form back in 2004. 

 

10% off call-out charges 
 

New advertiser Renato Nisco offers Village News readers a 

10% reduction in his call-out charge for all domestic appli-

ance repairs. See his ad on page 13. Don’t forget to mention 

Village News when you  call. 

 

We would like to thank all our advertisers and sponsors for 

their support. Advertising revenue meets about 80% of the 

costs of producing this magazine. Our sponsors contribute 

the rest with their regular donations. Current sponsors are: 

The Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society,  

The Puttenham Trust, Wilstone Village Hall Committee and 

Tring Rural Parish Council.  
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AWJW SERVICES 
All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  

Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  

& Harrowing  

Grass cutting - domestic, public,  

commercial areas 
 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 

Tel: 01296 668977   

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

 

 
Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 

New inquiries welcome. 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

SUPERIOR STANDARD  

 
ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED  

LOCALLY FOR OVER 18 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 

 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinj.keable@virgin.net 

New times for mobile library 

starting in October 

 

REGULAR users of the Hertfordshire Mobile Libraries ser-

vice will want to know that there is a new timetable operating 

from October. The mobile library will still visit the same lo-

cations every fortnight on Thursdays, but the times at all loca-

tions have been changed. Some of the new times are up to an 

hour earlier than previously, so don’t get in arrears with your 

library ticket - check the new times. See the box at the bottom 

of page 4.                                (Information provided by Eunice Hall.) 

Cat thefts in West Herts 
 

SEVERAL catalytic converters have been stolen from vans 

within our area of Hertfordshire. The offences have been 

committed at night and cause disruption and high expense to 

victims or their companies.  One van was targeted in the car 

park of Waitrose supermarket in Berkhamsted. Another was 

parked in Bronte Crescent in Woodhall Farm, Hemel Hemp-

stead. Watford has also had it's share of offences including 

one concerning a brand new Mercedes van on the Orbital 

estate. Please pay attention to anyone apparently working on 

vans during the hours of darkness. Do not approach suspects 

but phone 999 immediately and note vehicle details and de-

scriptions of possible offenders.   
(Information provided by Andy Reynolds, Herts Police.) 

Surplus fruit trade   by Martin Winship 

 

EVERY year when the fruit is ready, I turn surplus apples and 

pears (any variety) into cider and perry. If any readers have 

more fruit than they need, can they let me know? Windfalls 

are OK as long as they are not rotting. I’ll be happy to call 

round an collect - and in due course there’ll be a bottle or two 

of cider or perry (depending on the quantity of fruit) for the 

donators. I can be contacted on 01296 662388 or  

martinwinship@live.co.uk 

Weather web sites    by Graham Thorpe 

 

HERE are a couple of useful free websites for local weather. 

 

www.netweather.tv  Based in Surrey, each Friday they also 

feature a weekly video forecast from the legendary Michael 

Fish! 

www.weatheroutlook.com This weather station is based in 

Berkhamsted. 

 

Both sites have a huge amount of information and feature 16-

day long range forecasts, all clearly presented. I have found 

their predictions reasonably accurate. 
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

 *Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

 

Local family business with over 25 years experience! Our main 

priority is our customer satisfaction and ensuring we provide the 

best service possible, specialising in: 

- Coving 

- Covering artex ceilings 

- Skimming ceilings & walls 

- Rendering 

- Pebble dashing 

- Dry lining 

- Basic plumbing 

For a free quote call Tracey on 01442 768998 or 07521 971688  

Email: petertraceyblake@googlemail.com 

Visit us online at: tpbplasterers.co.uk 

 

250 High Street North 
Dunstable 
Beds 
LU6 1BE 

 

Phone : 01582 472526 

Mobile : 07958 377463 
Email : D.Kane1@sky.com 
 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 

PLASTERING SERVICES 
30 Years Experience In All Aspects Of Plastering 

Render Specialist 
No Job Too Big Or Small! 

jazzercise anniversary 
 

JOIN Keri and her team through September & October as 

they celebrate 4 years of classes in Aylesbury, Tring & the 

surrounding areas. Keri says “When I started the classes back 

in the Autumn of 2007, little did I know it would grow into 

such a fantastic team of instructors with an amazing group of 

customers. I have been lucky to make some great friends and 

meet some wonderful people in the last few years and am 

looking forward to the next 10!”. Keri now has a team of 7 

instructors working with her, teaching 22 classes a week in 

Aylesbury, Bierton, Tring, Wilstone, Halton, Wendover, Iv-

inghoe, Pitstone, Winslow, Mursley & Great Horwood.  
 

Jazzercise offers a unique blend of cardio fitness, dance, 

strength training & stretch that is a lot of fun. With classes 

running weekday mornings & evenings and Saturday morn-

ings, there really is something somewhere for everyone. The 

60-minute Jazzercise class includes a warm-up, high-energy 

aerobic routines, muscle-toning and cool-down stretch seg-

ment. Jazzercise combines elements of dance, resistance 

training, Pilates, yoga, kick-boxing and more to a class for 

people of every age and fitness level.  
 

To find your nearest class, go to www.jazzclass.co.uk;  

email Keri at jazzercise1@hotmail.co.uk or call her on  

07900 987230. 

Long Marston Show: cup winners 
 

Thomas Chapman Award for contribution to village life:  

Jean Bygate 

William Dean Cup (fruit and veg.): Terry Clay 

Grace Trophy (veg. collection): John Rowe 

Ernest Gregory Cup (flowers): John North 

John Chapman Trophy (roses): John North 

Val Brash Memorial cup (floral art, novice): Liz Young 

Parker Cup (floral art): Frances Farley 

William Huckvale Cup (domestic): Daphne Bateman 

Katherine Severs Memorial Plate (domestic - cakes):  

Rozanne Wallace 

‘Woman’ Magazine Cup (handicraft): Jocelyn Ashton 

Frank Hopkins Trophy (art): Gillie Russell-Mann 

Sir Harry Vaisey Cup (most points - child): Isabel McAuliffe 

Sheila Wood Trophies (collection of vegetables - child): 

Isabel McAuliffe, Sofia McAuliffe 

Sheila Wood Cup (veg. & flowers - child): Isabel McAuliffe 

Astrope Cup (photography, child): Isabel McAuliffe 

Hales Trophy (most points - lady): Jane Murrell 

Alan Taylor Cup (most points - gent): Terry Clay 

Book for photography: James Shepherd. 

 

Information provided by the Long Marston & Puttenham 

Horticultural Society. 
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BOOKKEEPING & ADMINISTRATION 
 

Local experienced bookkeeper offering a specialist book-
keeping service, using Quickbooks™ Accounting that will 
keep all your accounts in order.  Also offering a Business 
Sitting Service.  With a little planning and today’s technol-
ogy, you can walk away from your business.  A long week-
end or an extended holiday, I can take care of the day to day 
running of your business while you are away. All work is 
individually and competitively priced. 
 

Contact Helen Vaughan (01442) 826643  
Mob 07966 149254 

helen.vaughan@highlifeservices.co.uk 
www.highlifeservices.co.uk 

SAFARI  

SOUTH AFRICA 
SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 

 

3 bedroomed house, sleeps up to 6 

people. House borders the Kruger  

National Park. Excellent for Bird 

Watching and Game Viewing. 

 

Only £350 per week. 

Game viewing trips available. 

 

Contact Carolyn 07707922750 / fshr_crlyn@yahoo.co.uk 

Village View                            by john painter            

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

all ovens hobs and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 0788 4058795 
 

PO Box 903   Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 0788 4058795 
 

  PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

Blackberries. 

 

A different sort of 

village view from 

John this month, 

which reminds us 

that free food is 

available at this 

time of year. 
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I THINK September has been a good month. There were a few 

wet days with combines abandoned, but it is all safely gath-

ered in. The beans were the last crop, with Johnny Keen’s crop 

down Sandbrook Lane yielding the best. I gather from Martin 

that the variety was the type favoured by the Egyptians for 

their own consumption. Each to his own. But then we all like a 

change and are willing to try 

something new. Do you soak 

them first before adding to cas-

serole? 

 

Today’s communicat ions! 

Simon, during combining opera-

tions in Wiggington, received a 

call from Gordon Nichols of 

Drayton Beauchamp, who 

phoned Teresa, who caught me. 

David Lake was combining by 

the canal at Drayton using his 

vintage combine, “Daisy”. I 

picked up Ryan at the farm shop 

and with his super camera/

telephoto proceeded to said 

field. There was David at the 

controls. The vintage combine towed and powered by a tractor 

was making a wonderful job. I hope our esteemed editor can 

transfer print into magazine. It is probably the oldest working 

combine in the country to have gone via satellite to the press. 

(Please note authentic knotted handkerchief.) 

 

The rains have made the grass grow but have had no effect on 

the level of water in Wilstone reservoir. There is plenty of 

mud down at the shallow end for visiting birds. Teresa came 

back from a walk and reported that a man had seen a Pectorial 

Sandpiper - a very rare bird that should have been in Canada. 

So much for that bird’s sat. nav. 

 

Granddaughter Jessica was the star sales person at the Bucks 

Show selling 250 bottles of rapeseed oil, with the new salad 

dressing going well. The sales team have been very busy. The 

Oxford Show followed by the Bucks, and then a trade fair at 

London’s Olympia. The bumper crop of apples and pears have 

kept the juices flowing into bottles. The good walnut crop has 

disappeared, much to my dog Minty’s annoyance those sweet 

bushy-tailed ‘rats’ are determined to start a walnut forest. I’ve 

been told to pot-up the trees. 

One has gone to Kent where I 

know any squirrel receives a 

hot reception. 

 

A bomb? 

 

What about the bomb in the 

canal? My theory involves 

young lads climbing through 

the smooth wire fence of the 

airfield, ‘finding’ one and then 

dumping it in the canal as Con-

stable Tudgay appeared on 

Wilstone canal bridge. Defence 

of the airfield was so slack lads 

were able to climb into planes 

left parked around the airfield. 

 

Village halls 

 

How safe is our village hall? The people who use New Mill/

Gamnel hall have been told to get out by Tring parish clergy 

who told them the land is needed for a house for a chaplain for 

Tring School. Apparently the deeds cannot be found. There is 

a possibility that Thomas Mead (of Tring flour mill) gave the 

parcel of land for the school, the hall, and allotments. I can 

remember seeing my cousin Alison in a pantomime in that 

hall. The hall is much the same size as the old Wilstone hall. I 

had better get more facts before I get carried away. 

Vintage combine gets the job done 

Ryan’s picture of the vintage combine operated by David Lake. 

SEVERAL cyclists took part in the Sponsored Bike Ride on  

10th September raising funds for our Church and the Historic 

Churches Trust. Thanks go to them and also to those who 

manned the Church during the day. 

 

Harvest Festival Sunday 2nd October 10am  

 

Following the service we shall be serving soup and bread – 

this will allow everyone to get home for their Sunday roast! 

We do hope you can join us. 

Quiz night, Friday 21st October 

 
Have you booked your table yet? Teams of 8, tickets £10 (with 

curry) £3.50 quiz only. We do require curry numbers by 7th 

October.   

 

Please support this fun evening with quiz master Toby. 

 

Carole Harrison  01296 668526 

News from All Saints 
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Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

THE romantic buildings of Andalusia, such as the Alhambra 

Palace and gardens in Grenada, the Reales Alcazara in Seville 

and the Mesquita in Cordoba, will feature in Peter Degan’s 

illustrated talk on Tuesday October 11.  

 

The Moors occupied Spain between the 8th and 15th centuries 

and left a legacy of spectacular palaces and mosques, mainly 

in Andalusia, and whilst many of the mosques were destroyed, 

the Mesquita, one of the largest ever built by the Moors, was 

converted to contain a huge cathedral within its walls. This 

provides a fascinating mixture of geometric Islamic designs 

alongside Christian symbolism (see right). If you are planning 

a holiday in this part of Spain, or thinking of going, here is an 

ideal opportunity to have a preview of these internationally 

renowned buildings and learn of their history. The talk is on 

Tuesday October 11 at 8pm in the Victory Hall, LM. All are 

welcome. (£3 including tea and cake). 

 

Ecclesiastical vestments 

OUR September speaker filled the stage end of the hall with 

her vibrantly coloured paintings on silk. Yvonne Bell is 

greatly in demand as a designer and maker of ecclesiastical 

vestments for churches of all denominations, a business that 

has grown from making a few stoles for friends to give as pre-

sents to clergy on their ordination. A stole, as we learnt, is a 

symbol of au-

thority dating 

back to Roman 

t imes when 

senators would 

hang their togas 

from their necks 

to indicate they 

were going to speak. Today, Judges wear stoles, in the form of 

tabs hanging from their collars. For the clergy a stole is a nar-

row strip of fabric which widens at either end and is usually of 

a colour, white, red, purple or green, worn according to church 

calendar. 

 

One priest asked her to make an ‘all season’ stole so that he 

would not be caught out wearing the wrong colour. The result-

ing, highly patterned and colourful design incorporating the 

four colours has become something of a trade mark and many 

of the altar frontals, banners, copes, chasubles and stoles she 

now makes are suitable for all seasons. Each is created to indi-

vidual requirement to include, biblical scenes, symbolism, 

lettering, even a motorbike. All are meticulously made and 

beautifully lightweight. For a feast of colour take a look at 

Yvonne Bell’s website www.vestments.co.uk 

Spain’s Islamic heritage 
 

by Liz Young 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

 

CHILTERN CHIMNEYS 
Local Professional Clean Efficient  

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLATION / SERVICE 
Certificates Issued for House Insurance 

Chimney Pots and Cowls Fitted – Firebacks Replaced 

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

  

 WOODBURNERS 

FITTED AND SERVICED 

 

Call Steve Jackson on 

Tring (01442) 890041 

07947 757309 

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting        by Phil Buchi 

Logs 
Mixed seasoned logs for sale 

 
Toyota pick-up size load 

 
Full load £80      Half load £45 

 
 

Phone Richard 07831 120879 

Gubblecote development is 

on to the next stage 
 

PLANS for the development of the Dean’s Farm Eggs site at 

Gubblecote were discussed at the September 21st meeting of 

the Parish Council. The proposal to build 26 homes and 4 

small commercial units on the disused industrial site was be-

fore the Council as part of the formal consultation process. 

The architect and a representative of the developer attended 

the meeting to answer questions from Councillors. Cllr. Abby 

Fermont asked if the number of houses could be reduced, as 

the proposed size of the development would have a significant 

effect on Gubblecote. Representatives of the developer said 

that the plan had been scaled down to take into account the 

rural setting. The original plan was for 45 homes which met 

the standard guidelines for housing density, but the architect 

said that all parties had felt this inappropriate and had argued 

for present plan. He explained that the ‘barn style’ designs 

proved the best way to achieve sustainability and energy effi-

ciency targets, while at the same time fitting into the rural 

landscape. (Apparently window size and orientation of each 

building are an important consideration in order to get the 

most from free solar energy.) The development includes allot-

ments for residents, a pond, landscaping and small ‘village 

green’.  In answer to questions about access and traffic, he 

said the sight lines from the access roads had been designed to 

make vehicle access safe, and pointed out that the traffic 

would be much less than when the egg packing station was 

operating. The inclusion of four small commercial units (B1) 

was to maintain some employment in the area.  At a vote, the 

Parish Council decided they had no objections to the proposal: 

3 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. One Councillor 

was ineligible to vote (declaration of interest). 
 

At the time of writing, the Dacoum Borough Council website 

showed that 12 local residents had responded to the consulta-

tion, and all 12 were in favour of the development. No objec-

tions had been recorded. Residents comments published on the 

website include: “Relieved and actually quite happy with the 

proposed housing development”; “The houses are designed to 

blend in with the rural landscape”; “Mr Dean has done his best 

to come up with a sympathetic plan”. A decision on the pro-

posals by Dacorum Borough Council is expected at the end of 

October. The application number is 4/01352/11/MFA. Details 

can be viewed at www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

What airfield enforcement? 
 

Andrew Grant, Chief Executive of Aylesbury Vale District 

Council, replied to the Parish Council’s complaint that AVDC 

had not acted to stop the unauthorised industrial activities on 

Marsworth airfield south site. His letter said that AVDC had in 
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Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council Website: 

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Locksmith 

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk 

380287 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

fact issued seven enforcement notices - but these had not been 

copied to the Parish Council. Appeals had been lodged 

against all seven notices, so now the appeals had to be dealt 

with. (The Planning Inspector’s ruling was final. There is still 

right of appeal against the enforcement, though not against 

the Inspector’s decision.) In the meantime action was in abey-

ance. (Groans of exasperation from assembled Councillors.)  

 

Allotment lease tangled up 
 

Draft leases for the Wilstone allotments had been received 

from Tring Charities and studied. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson said 

that as they stand, the lease documents were full of contradic-

tions, and were not suitable for the circumstances here. The 

Council remained eager to help the Wilstone Allotment Asso-

ciation to get going. Cllr Tomlinson would go to the Septem-

ber meeting of Tring Charities to press for urgent resolution 

of the legalities. 

 

Wear red for the air ambulance 
 

It will be worth turning up for the 19th October meeting of 

TRPC just to see Councillors wearing red. A donation to the 

Herts Air Ambulance for each red outfit. Not clear if red 

faces count, but members of the public attending are included 

too. You have been warned. 
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Home to roost                                                                  by Andy Ashwell 

AFTER all my delaying tactics, we have finally got our chick-

ens: Milly, Molly and Mandy are now in residence. A few 

weeks ago we headed off to a farm near Princes Risborough 

that Mummy had found on the internet. On our way to collect 

them, Mummy explained what we should look for when 

choosing a bird – shiny plumage, red wattle, good legs, etc.  

 

We arrived at the farm bang on time and were greeted at the 

gate by the farmer. “Got a box?” he asked grumpily. I showed 

him our laundry basket; he grunted in approval and led us 

down a muddy track to the chicken shed. Inside there were 

about 50 hens of various colours and sizes. The farmer gave us 

a brief description of each type and its egg-laying capacity and 

then asked which three we would like. Florence pointed to a 

white one; the farmer caught it and put it into the basket. I 

chose a blackish one with a gingery neck and Mummy picked 

a feisty, speckled one. Both were duly caught and stuffed into 

the basket along with the white one.  

 

I handed over the money and carried the squawking basket 

back to the car. On the way home we discussed our birds and 

why we had chosen them: Florence said hers was the prettiest; 

I thought mine had a decent egg-laying capacity; Mummy said 

hers had ticked all the right boxes – although she did admit 

later that, in all the excitement, she had, like Florence, just 

gone for a pretty-looking one too.  

 

When we got home, Mummy and Florence climbed into the 

chicken pen and I passed them the basket. Mummy explained 

to Florence the proper way to hold a chicken – two fingers 

between the legs, or something like that. However, as soon 

Mummy lifted the lid, the white one, now called Mandy, leapt 

out flapping wildly. All the handling protocol went by the 

wayside and frantic scrabbling took place instead. Once 

Mandy had been pushed into the coop and the door closed, 

Mummy repeated the 

same chaotic fiasco 

with the other two.  

 

We then left them in the 

coop to settle for a few 

hours – much to Flor-

ence’s dismay. Later 

that day, after we could 

take Florence’s griping 

no longer, we released 

the chickens into the 

run. All three of us then 

stood and gawped at 

them as they scratched 

about in the nice new 

grass.  

 

After a while Mummy 

found a flowerpot and 

sat down; I got three 

bricks and did the same. 

Florence stood by 

the run and poked 

bits of grass 

through the wire. 

She soon stopped 

that though, when 

m y  c h i c k e n , 

Molly, pecked her 

finger instead of 

the grass. 

 

At dusk we put 

‘the girls’ to bed. 

They didn’t seem 

to know what to 

do (and neither 

did we) but we 

eventually man-

aged to get them 

in: I herded them 

towards Florence, 

she cornered them 

by the food bowl 

a n d  M u m m y 

picked them up 

and bundled them 

into the coop.  

 

Early the next 

morning, a very 

excited Florence 

burst into our bed-

room. “Can we go 

and let the chick-

ens out?” she 

asked, eagerly. “They’re your chickens,” I mumbled to 

Mummy as I turned over, put a pillow on my head, and went 

back to sleep. A little while later, and feeling a tiny bit guilty 

about sending Mummy out, I decided to get up and go and see 

what was happening outside in chickenville. I found Mummy 

and Florence, both in their dressing gowns, sitting on flower-

pots inside the run with the three nervous hens cowering at the 

far end. I’m not quite sure how, but somehow I ended up 

swapping places with Mummy. I then sat with Florence 

chicken-gazing for a good half-hour before Mummy called us 

in for breakfast – our first egg, with dippy soldiers.  

 

And it was delicious – so Florence told me. By the time I’d got 

hold of a dippy soldier, all that was left was a bit of yolkyfied 

shell and a smiling (and also yolkyfied) Florence. Since that 

first egg we’ve let the chickens out into the garden. They seem 

to enjoy the freedom but Mandy and Milly have just devel-

oped a liking for my poor tomatoes.  

 

Still, if it means that they are happy and keep producing lots of 

delicious eggs, I can’t really complain.  

 

The proper  way to hold a chicken 

(apparently).    Pictures: Andy Ashwell. 

My poor tomatoes. 



 

  Village News 

Page 15   Oc tober  2011  

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

Are you interested in learning to drive?   

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your  

driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours  

then just £23 per hour! 
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition,  

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 

If you are interested please visit my website 

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

 

Seaton’s Catering 
E s t a b lis h e d  1 9 9 0  

 

W e  c a t e r  f o r  a ll o c c a s io n s  

w o r k i n g  l u n c h e s  -  b u f f e t s  -  p a r t i e s — w e d d in g s   

a n d  o t h e r  f a m ily  e v e n t s .  
 

P le a s e  c a ll  t o  o r d e r  d is c u s s  y o u r  m e n u  
 

t e l 0 1 2 9 6  6 3 0 2 7 9 /72 0 45 9  

s e a t o n s c a t e r in g .c o .u k  

e m a il: s e a t o n s c a t e r in g @ h o t m a il.c o .u k  

“A  fiv e  s t a r  h y g i e n e  r a t in g  ”  

Paul Brown Re-upholstery 
 

Specialists in modern, antique & deep buttoning. 
Loose covers & curtains. 

French polishing. 
All types of repairs. 

Wide choice of fabrics. 
Remnants & DIY supplies. 

Est. over 30 years. 
 

01296 631510 
 

got_it_covered@hotmail.com 
2 New Road, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5JD. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

No 61 Difficult 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

Start on the right side  with the 2’s and then get your pencil 
ready and try to resolve the bottom boxes. Then onto the left 
hand side . Nobody said it would be easy! 

Fly tipper spotted:S179WNM 
 

AT 12.37 on Monday 19th September a white Ford Transit 

van with registration S179WNM was seen flytipping at the 

entrance to a field on Little Tring Road, Tring. If there are 

any further sightings of this vehicle in the Tring area or 

you have any information relating to this or any other crime 

or to report suspicious behaviour in your street, please call the 

police on non emergency number 101.  

In an emergency always call 999. 

 

 PCSO Martin Leadbitter, Herts Police.  

Bromley distributor required 

for Village News 
 

A BIG thank you to Phyllis, who for many years delivered the 

Church magazine and then Village News to residents of 

Bromley, Long Marston. As many of you know she has had a 

very traumatic year and regrettably can not return to her 

monthly “duty”. 

 

We would be grateful if someone could take over this round 

for us – it does not take long and it is only ten times a year. 

Contact Carole Harrison on 01296 668526 for further infor-

mation. 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site  

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

  Recipe of the month                         by Anna Ashwell 

Apple, 

Pear  

and 

Raisin 

Pie 

With apples and pears falling off the trees everywhere, and kind people leaving their ex-

cesses by the side of the road, this pie is a very cheap way to enjoy an early taste of autumn. 

 

Ingredients: 

• 2 large cooking apples – whatever is available on the side of the road 

• 2 pears – ditto 

• 75g raisins 

• ½ tbsp of light brown sugar 

• ½ tsp caster sugar 

• Juice of ½ a lemon 

• ½ tsp ground cinnamon 

• Packet of puff pastry. 

Method: 

• Set the oven to 190oC, gas mark 5 

• Peel, core and chop the apples and pears into smallish chunks 

• Toss together the fruit, raisins, sugar, lemon juice and cinnamon; put into a baking dish 

• Roll out sufficient pastry to cover the fruit mix and lay on top 

• Brush the top with a little butter and sprinkle with sugar 

• Bake for 35-40 minutes until golden brown 

• Serve with yoghurt, cream of ice cream. 
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Supported by the Puttenham Trust 

Friday October 14th 

Starring Colin Firth, Helena Bonham Carter & Geoffrey Rush 
 

This Oscar winning film tells the story of the man who became King George VI, the father of 

Queen Elizabeth II. After his brother abdicates, George ('Bertie') reluctantly assumes the 

throne. Plagued by a dreaded stammer and considered unfit to be king, Bertie engages the 

help of an unorthodox speech therapist named Lionel Logue. Through a set of unexpected 

techniques, and as a result of an unlikely friendship, Bertie is able to find his voice and boldly 

lead the country through war.  

FRIDAY OCTOBER 14th 2011 

Tickets £6 

Available now from Wilstone Village Stores  & Meads Farm Shop 

Film will start at 8pm                   Licenced bar will open at 7.15pm 
 

Please note these forthcoming film nights: Friday November 18th Friday December 16th  

The King’s Speech 
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We are a local company offering 

 landscaping services to villages in and 

around Long Marston. 
 

Garden Design 

Construction  

Maintenance. 
 

Tel 01525 222227 

 Mob 07773723236 
 

Call now for a free 

 no obligation quotation 
 

 www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk  

Charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 

An outdoor harvest festival right around the village 

Pictures by John Painter REV’D JO WETHERALL took the St Cross harvest festival around the village this 

year, visiting a farm and the village shop before returning to St Cross at Wilstone. 

 

John’s first picture (below) shows the congregation assembled by the pond at Wil-

stone Great Farm. The next part of the service was held at the village shop - source 

of produce for many. The splendid and traditional harvest loaf (pictured, left) was 

baked especially for the St Cross harvest festival.  
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THE PUTTENHAM TRUST 
 

OCTOBER SUPPER  
& AUCTION 

 

Saturday, 1st October 
Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 

 

Raffle 
 

Our traditional autumn supper, followed by an auction of  
home produce and various surprise items.   

Our guest auctioneer for the evening will be  ………………  JOHN BLY 
Our sincere thanks to him for giving of his time for our event 

 
Please book your seats early for this popular event,  

and help by providing home-made items for the auction. 

Friends of Puttenham Church Our thanks to everyone who supported our JUMBLE SALE at the end of August.   
The final result was just over £1052.  A wonderful result, and the best we have ever received so far.  
Thank you to everyone involved in any way at all, and for all their time and hard work during the jumble week. 

Thank you, again to our cyclists who peddled for St.Mary’s at the Beds & Herts 
Sponsored Bike ‘n’ Hike,  Also, thank you to all our ladies who baked and gave of 
their time to welcome in the cyclists throughout the day. 

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 
 

Available for hire for Meetings and Celebratory Events.  £16 per hour 
(including set-up and clear-down time).  Fully equipped kitchen (recently re-
furbished to good standard), good car parking facilities.  Ring Christine: 
01296 668337 for viewing and booking. 
 

Weddings  We can offer a complete package with St. Mary’s for the religious 
service, an attractive churchyard for the photographs and Cecilia Hall within 
the churchyard for your reception.  A very attractive venue for an intimate 
country wedding,  surrounded by the Puttenham fields. 
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Long Marston School opened its doors to a new academic 

year on Monday 5th September 2011. All the children have 

settled in well and are doing some interesting topics this term 

on All about Me, Materials, Rocks and Soils, Victorians and 

Britain since the 1930s. If you have any interesting artefacts 

or experiences to share with the children on these topics 

please let us know.  

 

After-school clubs are growing all the time. We have Yoga, 

tag rugby, French, drama, netball, dance, dodge ball, martial 

arts, gym, football, cooking and others.  Also, we have our 

successful morning running club organised by parents and a 

traditional craft club wonderfully run and supported by the 

W.I.  

 

Harvest Festival is taking place on Tuesday 27th September 

and once again we are hoping to share our donations with the 

local community as well as supporting DENS, the homeless 

charity in Hemel Hempstead.  

 

I hope to keep you up to date on your local school throughout 

the coming year and offer you a warm welcome to our events. 

A new school year 
by Clare South, Acting Headteacher 

September has been a very exciting month at First Steps, we 

have welcomed a number of new children this term including 

Benedict Conn, Beatrice Passmore, Olivia & Ruby Richards, 

Aeryn Beck and Rebecca Watson and we hope they will be 

very happy during their time with us. On the 12th of Septem-

ber we held a committee meeting where we welcomed a num-

ber of new parents and discussed our fundraising plans for the 

coming term. Amongst other things we will be holding a 

fancy dress & face painting week and a sponsored nursery 

rhyme challenge to raise money and help children develop 

communication, language and literacy skills.  

 

The children have also enjoyed using some new resources for 

the first time this month, including our brand new listening 

centre where children can enjoy listening to story tapes, nurs-

ery rhymes and songs. Pre-school is also looking particularly 

bright and cheery with new rugs and cushions which help 

make the hall a more comfortable place to be! 

 

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston 

every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.00am – 

12.00am during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and 

Friday until 1.30pm. We welcome children aged between 

2½and 5 years of age. If you would like to know more about 

Pre-School or put your child’s name on our waiting list, 

please contact either Teresa Giddings, pre-school leader, on 

07925 185311 (during pre-school hours) or our Chair, Lind-

say Armitage, on 01296 661017.  

 

During term-time Long Marston Baby & Toddler group runs 

on a Wednesday morning 10am until 11.30am from Victory 

Hall, Long Marston. £2.00 per child and 50p for siblings over 

1 year. Everyone welcome. For more information ring Ali 

Driver on 01296 662 482. 

Pre-school news 
 

by Lindsay Armitage 

Sudoku: solution to No 61 
 

(see page 16) 

A memorial service was held at 

St Cross on 8th September for 

Mrs Florence Ellen Edwards, 

who died on 20th August age 95. 

The service was conducted by 

Rev’d Jo Wetherall. 

 

Mrs Edwards was very well 

known in Wilstone, and until 

very recently had been able to 

continue her afternoon walks 

around the village, stopping 

regularly to chat. 

 

A packed church heard of her 

love of the English language and 

talent for acting and dancing. 

She had once spoken at the WI national conference, and regu-

larly appeared in theatrical productions at the Victoria Hall in 

Tring. She was also an important member of that dedicated 

band of villagers who, after the war, raised funds to build a 

new village hall - the hall we are using today. 

 

Her husband, Mr Arthur Edwards, who died some years ago, 

also figured large in village life. He was a carpenter by trade, 

and made lock gates for British Waterways - also still in use 

today. PB. 

Florence Ellen Edwards 
3rd June 1916 - 20th August 2011  
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

Call John Byrom  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 
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Did you hear the one about the tree fellers? 
(With apologies to an old 

joke which need not be 

repeated here. Ed.) 

WE thought your readers might be interested in seeing the pho-

tographs taken when a near-dead sycamore tree was felled on 

our driveway at the Wingrave Road entrance to the green lane. 

The tree has been slowly dying for at least 20 years and was 

completely hollow down to ground level and heavily clad in 

ivy.  

  

What a pity the tree had to be removed but unfortunately two 

large branches recently fell onto the drive and the rest was 

deemed highly dangerous with at least another large branch 

waiting to fall. Dacorum responded instantly to our concerns 

for which we'd like to express our thanks. Once felled, there 

was evidence that the tree had been nested in by many genera-

tions of jackdaws filling-in the top four or five feet of the main 

trunk, and in other hollows were an old squirrel's drey and a 

wren's nest, but most spectacular of all was a wonderful bees 

nest with empty combs extending more than three feet below 

the base of the jackdaw's debris. There were many dead wasps 

around, suggesting that they had also made use of the aban-

doned bees nest.  

 

When all the timber had been removed and the site cleared-up 

we noticed that an ant colony in the base lived on! The old tree 

was a great and important example of how various forms of 

wildlife make use of such vegetation. 

  

The bees nest has been taken to the education centre at 

Ashridge and is well worth a visit. 

by Jean and Peter Bygate 

Above: The stricken sycamore by Wingrave Road. 

 

Below: An amazing bees’ nest was revealed in the hollow 

tree trunk. Three feet high, it has now been put on display 

at Ashridge. 

 

Left: More evidence of bees and wasps in the tree trunk. 
 

(Pictures: Jean and Peter Bygate.) 
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

 A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around: 

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome. 

 

 Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 
 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 

07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

L O N G  M A R STO N  D O G  TR A IN IN G  

C L U B  
V ic t o r y  H a ll, L o n g  M a r s t o n . 

L o n g  e s t a b lis h e d  f r ie n d ly  

c lu b , c a t e r in g  f o r  a ll 

d o g s . A n y  a g e — p u p p y  t h r o u g h  t o   

p e n s io n e r . 
 

K e n n e l C lu b  G o o d  C it ize n  D o g  Sc h e m e  o f f e r e d .    

Q u a lif ie d  in s t r u c t o r s . 

0 1 2 9 6  6 6 875 2   o r  0 1 9 0 8 5 0 2 2 72  
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  

Home from home  

dog sitting  
Give  your dog a lovely holiday in 10 

acres of beautiful countryside for a 

day or longer. They will be walked 

regularly and cared for like one of 

the family! 

A pre-visit is a must as I have 2 friendly dogs who need to 

give their approval, sorry  we are unable to take small 

dogs. 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit please call 

Ruth on 01296 660445 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

Discounts for early booking 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are  

enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome. 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 



 

  Village News 

Page 26   Oc tober  2011  

  Local names and numbers 
Herts Police new non-emergency number: 101  

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Stephen Hunneysett          0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Thomas Montgomery  0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham   01296 668088   

Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

John Kaye  01296 662975 

Wilstone St. Cross: 
Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall             01442 851200 

Churchwarden 

Andrew Minter  01442 823605 

Puttenham St Mary’s: 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                       01442 822170 

Churchwardens 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 

Rev’d Jane Banister              01442 822170 

Keyholder 

Carole Harrison                      01296 668526            

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021  

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Lindsay Armitage                   01296 661017 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Ali Driver                               01296 662482 

Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School                 01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 020 7219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

Women’s Institute 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Your editor for November will be: 

Colin Davenport 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:  

Thursday 20th October. 
 

You can read Village News on line at:  

   

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Reader offer: The Blindman (and Kaye’s Interiors) move from  
Wilstone to new premises in Tring               by Fran Flowerdew 

AFTER 14 years of trading at the barns at New Road, Wil-

stone, The Blindman and Kaye’s Interiors have moved to new 

premises at the Akeman Street business park in Tring. They 

now have a small showroom and workshop displaying curtain 

fabrics, poles, tie backs, cushions etc., as well as their wide 

range of blinds and curtains to suit all tastes.   The business is 

run by Kaye and her son Jamie who offer a made-to-measure 

curtain and blinds service. Blinds and curtain poles are fitted 

by Jamie as part of the service. Although they offer a wide 

range of fabrics to choose from at the showroom, they are also 

happy to use customers’ own fabrics too. 

 

Kaye initially trained and worked as a graphic artist but has 

always enjoyed sewing and made children’s and adults’ 

clothes. When the graphic design industry went over to com-

puter aided methods she took an interior design course and her 

hobby became 

her business. 

That was 30 

years ago, so 

she has seen a 

lot of curtain 

material since. 

 

Due to their 

re-location, 

they lost their 

telephone 

number which 

has been theirs 

for the last 14 

years, but they 

are now con-

tactable on  a 

new number 

(see below). 

 

 

 

Or you could just call in. If the bright pink ‘A-frame’ boards 

are outside it means they’re in!  They tell me that orders 

placed before the end of October by readers of Village News 

will qualify for a 10% discount.  So get moving if you fancy a 

new blind or curtains! And don’t forget to mention Village 

News when ordering.  

Call 01442 822055 or mobile 07767 783955.   

Kaye (above) is pleased with her new workshop and 

showroom in the centre of Tring (left). 

Climb inside a Lancaster bomber 

Continued from page 28. 

  

Two more pictures of the Lancaster flight deck at 

the Pitstone Museum. 

Left: The wireless operator has an R1155 re-

ceiver, T1154 transmitter and H2S ‘Fishpond’ 

radar (left) which warns of aircraft below. 

 

Right: This is the top secret H2S radar system at 

the navigator’s position. Back of the pilot’s seat is 

behind the set. View looking forward to the can-

opy. Flight engineer on the right of picture. 
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Supported by the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society 

Climb inside a Lancaster bomber    by our air correspondent  

THE Avro Lancaster long-range bomber was the mainstay of 

RAF Bomber Command during the Second World War. 7,377 

of them were built in Britain during the war, but in spite of 

these numbers only a single example remains airworthy in the 

UK. This is Lancaster PA474 operated from Coningsby by 

the RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, and seen regularly 

at commemorations. As a small child, I remember been taken 

into the cockpit of such a Lancaster at a local air show, and 

carefully climbing down the steep crew ladder under the nose 

to get back onto the tarmac. But today no one is going to be 

too keen to let you clamber around in such a rare beast.  

 

Except that is, right on our doorstep. At the Pitstone Museum 

you can climb onto the flight deck of a superb full-scale intri-

cately detailed reconstruction of a Lancaster fuselage section, 

fully equipped with all the instruments and electronics re-

quired to operate it. Switch on and start up each of the four 

mighty engines in turn and they roar into life as the throttles 

are pushed forward for take off. This astonishing display has 

been built by radio and radar enthusiast Norman Groom and a 

small group of like minded helpers. It took many years of 

work. Norman’s idea was that building a Lancaster fuselage 

section would be the ideal way of displaying working WW2 

radio and radar systems in a way that would mean something 

to the general public. All of the electronic equipment and 

aircraft instrumentation used is the real thing - rescued by 

Norman from sundry scrap heaps and all painstakingly re-

stored to full working order. But the airframe structure and 

internal fittings had to be built from scratch. From sheet metal 

and rivets. Thousands of rivets. Even the pilot’s seat, joystick 

and throttle quadrant were built from scratch and to the origi-

nal specifications. I’m sure this Lancaster section is indistin-

guishable from the real thing. 

 

So you can - on days when the museum opens to the public - 

climb in past the navigator’s chart table with the top secret 

H2S radar, squeeze past the wireless operator’s position and 

into the cramped cockpit. The single pilot shared this space 

with the flight engineer apparently, but the poor old engineer 

did not even have a proper seat - as there was not enough 

room! You will be immersed in the atmosphere of this amaz-

ing machine; an experience comparable with the real thing. 

And as no one is likely to offer a flight in PA474, this is the 

closest most of us will now get. That’s pretty darn close 

though.  

 

The Pitstone Museum has regular open days during the sum-

mer months, usually on bank holidays beginning at Easter. 

See local press for details and www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk 

 

More pictures on page 27. 

 
Pictures by Village News. With acknowledgement and thanks to Norman 

Groom, Roy Geary and the Pitstone Museum. 

The engine controls and working instruments are linked to 

authentic engine sounds for an ear-shattering take off. 

The navigator worked here. The Gee electronic navigation 

system is to left, and the top secret H2S radar to is the right 

of the picture on a special bracket. 

Right: Ex-RAF wireless operator Roy Geary - here on 

demonstration duty - can explain it all. 


