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ASTONISHED dad Steven Iley realised

there is more to fatherhood than he bar-

gained for when he found himself acting as

midwife on his living

room floor. Mum

Naomi opted for a

home birth in Wil-

stone as she preferred

this to the trials of

going into hospital.

With two children

already she knew the

drill, but all the prepa-

rations went awry

when the first pangs

were rapidly followed

by more urgent sig-

nals. Steven was

about to have a

shower when he

heard: “You haven’t got time for all that -

get down here!” There was just time to

phone for the midwife before Steven was

pressed into action in the delivery room.

Fortunately the kit for a home birth had al-

ready been delivered so he got to work on

the living room floor. In no time at all

Naomi had produced a beautiful baby boy

and Steven was able to hand the baby to her.

He told Village News: “I am used to helping

with animal births, but this was a bit differ-

ent. I was alarmed when the baby emerged

completely blue, but I turned him over and

gave him a tap and he burst into life.” (The

midwife did then arrive to help finish off the

job.) Baby Logan was born at 6.15pm on 9th

September weighing 6lb 13½oz. Our picture

shows that Logan’s sister Jade and brother

Charlie are just as delighted as mum and

dad. Our congratulations to them all.

Special delivery!
Delighted dad delivers at home

A very special delivery. L to R: Jade, Naomi, Steven and Charlie show off the new arrival.
(Picture: Village News.)

Welcome to new

reader Logan,

6lb 13½oz.
(Picture: Village News.)
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Scarecrow competition
By W. Gummidge

The second annual ‘Friends of Long Marston’ scarecrow com-

petition held on the 11th of September was another great suc-

cess. Fortunately the threatened rain failed to materialise so the

event was well attended by lots of delightful scarecrows and

their families. The field at the end of Chapel Lane was packed

full of children frolicking about in the grass with the adults

scoffing hog-roast and quaffing booze.

There were about 30 scarecrows this year and, as you can see

from our picture, there was a great mix of themes ranging from

Elvis to Postman Pat.

Voting took place with a secret ballot and although I’m not

sure how open to cheating the system is, the winner – the po-

liceman with his speed-camera (picture on page 10) – was a

worthy one, if only because of the amount of distress that he

caused speeding drivers during the previous week.

The winning scarecrow was made by Ferdie, Izzy and Ewan

from Church View and the event raised in the order of £600 for

the Friends of Long Marston School fund.

More scarecrows on page 23!

Village News exclusive society feature!

Glitterati turn out in force as

woodland babe marries her

lusty village lad

by Mags Severs

THERE were bubbles and bubbly in the churchyard to cele-

brate the marriage of Serena Williams and Ian Nicholls on

21st August. The ceremony took place at All Saints church,

Long Marston, and was cheerfully conducted by the Reverend

Jane Banister in the presence of a hundred or more guests.

Afterwards the wedding party continued at the Victory hall, a

short walk away.

The bride wore a

full-length ivory

and lace dress

which showed off

her hour-glass

figure and the

groom wore a

black and grey kilt

that showed off

his manly

(and knobbly)

knees! Many

of the wedding guests wore very large, feathery or comic hats

as requested by the happy couple. The wedding breakfast was

freshly cooked fish and chips provided by the local chip van

and dessert was Mr. Whippy ice-cream. Guests danced the

night away to the sounds of local band Old Country Union.

All agreed it was a brilliant day.

Poem by Mrs P M Proctor

I went to a wedding on Saturday,

The sun shone on the bride.

The groom wore a kilt of tartan green,

And the bride looked like a Queen.

I went to a wedding yesterday

The people, the flowers, laughter.

Pretty dresses and hats

Altogether in church while the organ did play.

The happy couple their love did pledge,

The hymns rang out and everyone sang loud and strong.

Then I remembered, time gone by,

Another wedding day long gone.

A handsome groom and blushing bride,

And a tiny tear I shed.

Bubbles and bubbly for Ian and Serena

(aka Miss Spud).

Er, look out. Enormous wedding cake

felled with one blow from Miss Spud.
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

3 October

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

4 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

10 October

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

17 October

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

18 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

24 October

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

31 October

10.00am All Saints Patronal Festival

Team Service

Village News
Editor this month: Emily Woodbridge

Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post: Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.

Phone: Phil Buchi, 01442 890599

Editorial Team

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,

John McCall, Colin Moore, Emily Woodbridge.

Advertising Managers

Alison & Matthew White 01296 660402

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

Hello Villagers, 

Welcome to my Village News debut edition!  It has been 

an intense few days producing this newsletter, along with 

my A levels studies, University Open Days and driving 

lessons, but I hope you enjoy this edition! Four particular 

happy occasions should be noted in this edition, a ‘Special 

Delivery’, the bubbly wedding, Andy’s monumental 

achievement and the 1st year anniversary of Liz and 

Ron’s store at your door. I give them all our best wishes 

and congratulations! 

 

With all the extra events happening throughout the vil-

lages these next few months, you will spend very few 

nights in front of the TV! (apart from when you are 

catching up with Tess and Brucie of course!) 

 

Emily Woodbridge  

 

Church services

Deadline for items for our next issue

(November) is Wednesday 20 October 2010.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Read Village News on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 20 October, Puttenham Cecilia Hall.

Wednesday 17 November, Wilstone village hall.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: October 7th and 21st.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20

Wilstone village shop opening hours are:
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.

Saturday 2 October

Jumble Sale 2:00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Sunday 3 October

Messy Church, St. Cross Wilstone. 4.00 - 5.30pm.

Friday 8 October

Film night at Wilstone village hall. 7.30pm.

Family Bingo at Victory Hall Long Marston. 6.30pm.

Saturday 9 October

Model railway exhibition at Ashlyns School, Berkhamsted

10.30am - 5pm. (T&DMRC).

Tuesday 12 October

WI: ‘Murders of 19th C. Bucks.’ Mr L Woodley. Long Mar-

ston village hall, 8pm. Visitors welcome.

Friday 15 October

Toby’s quiz night in aid of All Saints church.

Saturday 16th October

Tring eco fair at the Victoria Hall in Tring. 10am - 4pm.

Saturday 23 October

Cabaret Club at Wilstone village hall.

Saturday 30 October

Supper & Auction 7.30pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Sunday 31 October

All Saints Patronal Festival. 10am.

Sunday 7 November

Messy Church, St. Cross Wilstone. 4.00 - 5.30pm.

Friday 12 November

Mead’s Farm Shop Christmas Food Fair. 6.00pm - 9.30pm.

Friday 19 November

Film night at Wilstone village hall.

Sunday 21 November

College Lake: Getting ready for winter - explore our hiber-

nation trail. 10.30am - 2.30pm. No need to book.

Tuesday 23rd November

Victory Hall Long Marston AGM.

Festive Gifts and Food for all the Family 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to our annual Food 
Fair in our charming 16th century barn on 

 

Friday 12thNovember 2010 
6.00 – 9.30 pm 

 

Enjoy browsing around our shelves of delightful and 
unusual gifts for all the family.  Relax with a comple-

mentary glass of mulled wine and taste our selection of 
cheeses, biscuits, meats, fish, preserves and chutneys.  

Telephone:  01442 828478 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and

events by visiting www.lmcc.org.uk

All Saints Church

QUIZ
With

Toby Davidson

Quizmaster

Friday 15th October 7.30 for 8.00pm

Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Tickets £4. Teams of eight.

BYO drinks and nibbles.

Contact Carol Harrison 01296 668526

Messy Church  

At St Cross Wilstone. 
Sundays 4.00 - 5.30 p.m.

Autumn dates

3rd OCTOBER – Animal Action

7th NOVEMBER – Ohhh. Ahhh.

5th DECEMBER – Christingle

GAMES, STORIES, CRAFTS.

Saturday 27 November

Long Marston village bazaar.

Sunday 5 December

Messy Church, St. Cross Wilstone. 4.00 - 5.30pm.

Friday 17 December

Film night at Wilstone village hall, 7.30pm.

Your local event details can be included here for free.

IKEA Pine Bunk beds
Complete with mattresses
Hardly used. Ready to go

£100
Please ring 01296 662449

Volunteer wanted for
Village News team

The team of volunteers who produce and distribute
your village magazine need some help. We would like

to recruit a

Holiday Relief Distribution Manager
to provide holiday cover a few times a year. The dis-
tribution manager receives the magazine copies from
the printer, and gets them out to the distributors. This
takes a few hours on one day, arranged well in ad-
vance. Can you do this for us? Call Carole Harrison

on 01296 668526 for a chat.

Volunteer wanted for
Village News team

The team of volunteers who produce and distribute
your village magazine need some help. We would like

to recruit an

Advertising Manager
as our present volunteer is moving away shortly.

No selling is involved - the ads sell themselves. The
job is to deal with new and existing advertisiers by
phone and email, take their orders and send them

invoices. This is a vital task, but not an onerous one.
Can you help us here?

Call Phil Buchi on 01442 890599 for a chat.

No 52 Easy

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

Nines are a good starting point to this fairly easy puzzle but
It gets a little more tricky later.
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News in brief…

The Late Summer Ball

@ Tring Park School
By Maggie Tigg

Thank you to everyone who supported the Late Summer Ball

in any way to make it such a success. We were very grateful

to Stefan Anderson and the Staff of Tring Park School for

allowing us to use the Mansion for such a great evening. The

final figure raised has still not been confirmed but hopefully it

will be £2700.00 plus.

To note all the various people who volunteered to help in so

many ways would take up too much of this magazine, and

then there is always the dread of leaving someone out! Their

generosity was gratefully received and helped make the eve-

ning so successful. The food, although advertised as canapés,

just kept on coming with an amazing variety. The ‘sellers’ of

the evening were doing a fantastic trade. The Photographer

was seen ‘snapping’ away, whilst the Master of Ceremonies

was there to welcome everyone into the beautiful Mansion.

The Auctioneer, dressed in his kilt did not stop long enough

for me to realise that I was bidding against ‘my better half’,

but I am sure we will enjoy our visit to Wiltshire. Dancing to

Courtin’ a Storm soon got those dancing feet going along with

the singing to all those old favourite songs. A big thank you to

all who donated gifts, time and energy!

To those unable to come ~ we missed you! To those who

came ~ it just would not have been the same without you!

There are so many memories of the evening. The teddy bear,

who was won in the raffle being carefully carried to his new

home; the wooden toy clown was obviously going to give

much pleasure into the early hours of Saturday and for many

more days to come; seeing 3 ladies trying to win a particular

tombola prize and to Kate’s pleasure they eventually won just

what they wanted to, at a small cost! And so the memories

continue, but the highlight of the evening for me was seeing a

fantastic group of people enjoying themselves and showing a

true community spirit whilst raising monies for the Church

community. Thank you!

P.S. For those who were wondering where the treasure was

hidden…. It was square 136 (based on my birthday 13th June).

Congratulations go to Sally Smith.

Tring eco fair

Local environment group Tring in Transition will be holding

an eco fair at the Victoria Hall in Tring on 16th October from

10am to 4pm. This is the third annual event, and visitors can

find out how to save energy and money among other things.

Free refreshments.

Model rail extravaganza

Tring and District Model Railway Club’s annual show at

Ashlyns School Berkamsted, is one of the biggest in the area.

This year on 9th October from 10.30am to 5pm, twenty or

more working layouts are expected. Last year’s show filled

four big halls and there is a large selection of trade stands too.

Railway enthusiasts of all ages will not want to miss this. Ad-

mission £5, children £3.

October apple fayre

Tring is again holding an Apple Fayre this year, with a variety

of events (and apples) between 10th and 31st October. Look

out for publicity leaflets for full details. Tring’s last historic

orchard, Jeacock’s in Cow Lane, will host an apple open day

on 17th October. Of particular interest to some might be the

cider festival at the Kings Arms, Tring, on 23rd and 24th Oc-

tober.

English 3000’s 8 peak
challenge….I made it!

THANK YOU

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who sponsored me.

With your help I personally raised over £1220 and in total the

30 participants raised nearly £30000 for the Meningitis Trust.

We had constant heavy rain, horizontal hail, wind, mist and

fog. We had to climb slippery rocks and ascend waterfalls to

reach the final two peaks and then down again only to climb

Scafell Pike for the second time that day before the decent

back to the next valley for a celebratory drink or twelve.

It was a tough two days, a personal achievement but it was a

good laugh and you know…I will do it all again!

If you feel like getting your walking boots on and would like

to join in next year please visit http://www.meningitis-

trust.org/walking/English3000s.html.

Thank you

Andy Friedli
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WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-testing

and algae identification services, and treatments for algae and thick

black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive, messy

dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it!

EXPECTING VISITORS 
Can’t accommodate them? Well we can. 

B&B 
Family room available - en suite bathroom,  
separate study area - TV - reasonable rates 
Farm house in the centre of Long Marston 

Phone Gillie 01296 668548 

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122

Pre-school

News

At pre-school we

have got back into

the term-time rhythm very quickly. Our

new children have settled in very well

and all the children are enjoying the

lovely activities that the pre-school staff

have dreamt up over the summer. We

had a small drama during the holidays:

Teresa (our pre-school leader) discov-

ered a leak in the pre-school cupboard.

Fortunately this didn't cause too much

damage mainly due to the prompt actions

of Mags Severs. Thanks Mags!

As yet this term we have not held any

special events or fundraising activities at

pre-school that I can report on, so I

thought I would take this opportunity to

mention the Long Marston Toddler

Group that runs alongside the pre-

school. We meet on Wednesday morn-

ings (in term time) at the village hall

from 10-11.30am. The first part of the

session is a free play time with lots of

types of toys, a baby area and a craft

activity. Shortly before 11am the chil-

dren sit down for a drink and a biscuit

and then return to playing. Towards the

end of the session everyone helps to tidy

up and then we sing a few songs. We

have to charge a small amount to cover

the hall hire and refreshments (£1.50 if

you have one child then an extra 50p for

each additional child aged 1 or over).

The children at toddlers range in age

from a few weeks to 4 years old and they

bring with them their parents or grand-

parents or child-minders. Everyone who

looks after a small child on a Wednesday

morning is more than welcome to join

us. It is a great opportunity for your child

to get to know local children that they

will be going to pre-school and school

with. My daughter met one of her best

friends at toddlers when they were both

under a year old and they have been

through pre-school together and are now

in the same class at school. Don't be shy

– most of us didn't know anyone the first

time we came, so we try to be as wel-

coming as we can to new children and

their parents/carers. If you have any

questions about the toddler group, give

me a ring.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory

Hall, Long Marston every Monday,

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from

9.15am – 11.45am during term time,

with lunch clubs on Tuesday and Friday

until 1.15pm. We welcome all children

aged between 2½ and 5 and as a result

many children stay with us until they

‘cross the road to big school’. If you

would like to know more about Pre-

School or wish to put your child’s name

on our waiting list, please contact either

Teresa Giddings, pre-school leader, on

07925 185311 (during pre-school hours)

or our chairperson, Vicky Hayes, on

01296 661586.

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group:

10-11.30am on Wednesday mornings

(term time) at Victory Hall, Long Mar-

ston. £1.50 per child (50p per additional

child over 1 year). Everyone welcome.

For more information, ring Vicky Hayes
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

*Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

TWO BOOKLESS BOOKS
By Leslie Barker

I met Dave Bookless when I lived in Wembley, and he was

setting up The Minet project in Southall to create a wildlife

reserve. He is now National Director of A Rocha UK. Then

over last Christmas I read his book Planetwise (IVP 2008) on

caring for God’s world. Of all the books I have read on this

topic Planetwise had the biggest influence and led me to make

some New Year Resolutions for the first time in ages. One

was to promote this book, a few have been followed up and

others have dropped by the wayside.

On food I have begun to buy more fair trade products, includ-

ing coffee, sugar, drinking chocolate and muesli. I have also

tried to eat less meat, because of the amount of grain this con-

sumes, rather than the ethics of its production. I now try to

have two vegetarian meals a week, though this can be avoided

by making one pack of mince serve three rather than two

meals. I have also tried to use less meat in my lunchtime sand-

wiches, but this has had the effect of increasing my sugar in-

take (jam, but isn’t this fruit?) and cholesterol by reintroduc-

ing cheese.

So far I have not helped maintain or create employment by

getting round to arranging the work that I want done on my

house, or by getting others to design and do translation work

for my websites. But at work I do talk about Christian activi-

ties as if they were normal!

Planetwise is “accessible, biblical, practical and passionate.

Do read it and pass it on to your friends!”

I have not yet read Bookless’ latest book, God Doesn’t Do

Waste (IVP 2010, £7-99) but it promises to be even more

challenging but do-able. It is about “redeeming the whole of

life,” how God can take all that seems most wasteful and use-

less in life and recycle it into something of infinite worth.

Sudoku solution No52
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LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional Clean Efficient

Certificates Issued for House Insurance

Lucky Sweep for Weddings

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Call Steve Jackson

Tring (01442) 890041

07947 757309

Locksmith

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk

Long Marston Christmas Bazaar

Long Marston Christmas Bazaar takes place on Saturday 27th November. Would you like an opportunity

to sell your own handmade goods? If you would like to have a stall at this village event contact Carole

Harrison on 01296 668526 as soon as possible.

Happenings
By Ken Lawless

Isn't it amazing how so much happens to so many and yet is

noticed by so few.

Now, does that mean that those who observe are nosey? Or

could they just be concerned?

I believe it's a village thing which is common throughout the

land and at the best of time " a great consolation ".

It's common knowledge that in order to spread news fast in a

village one only needs to mention something once to one

person and it becomes common knowledge quickly. Couple

that with one basic fact and that is " we all love a bit of gos-

sip or news"

So what news? What's going on that we need to know?

Well firstly according to Yan of Totting Sundyland, that

well known vestible of The Half Moon the renowned eaterie

come waterting hole in Wilstone, Yan says in between pull-

ing her ales that all hell has broken loose at White Heart

Pain where her inside informant has told her that " all the

Totting Hotspurned fans " have been flying about dusting

their passyports in preparation for happy jaunts in the

League of Championies.

Another snippit relates to that area of idyllic abodement.

The short row. Why are there so many comings and goings?

Talk about popular. Some lovely people have arrived and

everyone wishes them all the best and know they will love

Wilstonia but! Why are others leaving? It's not acceptable

and permission was never ever given.

Ok, some are moving just a pebble's throw away and that's

just fine whilst udders have not saught dispensation by a

higher authority and are just moving nilley willey. As one

prominent pillager put it " it's an abomination".

And how can one drift from Prymouth and anchor at The

land of the Wombles, whilst residing in Wilstone and yet

Need To Move On. As Eden Kane would say " Well I ask

you"

When Lady red car was asked to explain her and his indoors

reasons for their shock move to pasteurs anew her reply was

space and with not even a by your leave she sauntered into

her rendition of the Tiller Girls entry. Very Val Parnallish.

Let's all hope they don't encounter aliens as that's where

they exist. In space.

Howandsomeever all is not lost with leavers as "Aunties

arriving soon". Could this be a match for Ben Nevis of

Reeves? One can never tell.

On the doggie front the signs and notices erected all over the

village by our children asking responsible dog owners to be

mindful of their little pets soiling the paths and walkways

seems to be having an effect. Areas are looking cleaner and

that means healthier. I suppose not everyone realises Doggie

Pooh can cause Blindness.

Lastly has anyone noticed the good work being done by the

new village odd job man who can tackle any work and

charges a very reasonable rate.

Further information is obtainable from his manager Ben

Nevis of Reeves.

So do contact him to get your jobs done.

I suppose the last happening is the new arrival of Logan, a 6

pound plus baby boy to the Sundyland family.

No doubt Grandad will be topping up on Newcastley ale

whilst Head chef and Steve will be over the moon.

Truly a lot of happenings have taken

Place in Wilstone.
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Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

Speed camera for Long

Marston?

By T.Ruvelo (Speed camera consultant)

Following the success of the speed-camera-cop scarecrow in

the recent scarecrow competition, the local police have begun

talks with a team of local residents in an effort to procure more

of the straw-filled bobbies to help them in their fight against

speeding motorists.

“Our initial discussion with a Mrs A of Church View has been

very favourable,” said a spokesman from the local police force.

In fact, she says “that her small team of helpers should have

adequate time between finishing school and bed time in which

to knock up 5 or 6 straw cops per week.”

He then went into great detail about some of the drawbacks of

the current Gatso speed-gun. “A speed-camera in this rural

position usually costs us, and hence the tax payer, around

£30,000 to install,” he continued, “but if we use one of these

straw cops and a child with a cheap camera we’ll be quids in.”

Mrs A has, so I believe, also been approached by both Herts

Highways and Thames Water about a ‘road-worker’ version of

her team’s creation. “It seems to be the low cost that seems to

make the idea so attractive,” she said, “and the beauty of it is

that residents are unlikely to notice any difference between one

of our stationary scarecrows and a real road worker supposedly

hard at ‘work’!”

So watch this space for more on these local entrepreneurs but,

more importantly, watch your speed, you never know what

might be round the next corner!

Charity card sales dates
By Phil Buchi/Primrose Wyborn, MBE.

THE 48th Berkhamsted combined charity Christmas card

sales will be held on three days this year at the Court House,

Berkhamsted. Many national and local charities from Herts

and Bucks will be represented, and again there will be a wide

and tempting selection of charity Christmas cards, wrapping

paper and Christmas gifts to choose from. The charities repre-

sented include Arthritis & Rheumatism Council, Dacorum

Heritage Trust, DENS action against homelessness in

Dacorum, Hope for Children, Iain Rennie Hospice at Home,

Leukaemia Research, National Association for Colitis and

Crohns Disease, National Autistic Society, National Eczema

Society, RNLI and Save the Children. This year the sales

will be held from 9.15am to 3.00pm on Saturdays 30th Octo-

ber, 13th November and 27th November.
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
 Vicky Hayes 01296 661586

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 

domestic and commercial 

excellent value    fully insured 

free consultation and quote 

references available 

 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE

BEND DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you interested in learning to drive? As a fully qualified ADI I

will help you to pass your driving test and to drive safely for life.

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 4 hours then just £23 per

hour!

Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition, night driving, Pass-

plus and Advanced Driving.

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!!

If you are interested please visit my website

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk or call Brian on 01442

38159 or 07988 742385
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Parish Council news            by Phil Buchi 

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com

Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Police protection for footpath

works

SURPRISINGLY, a police presence will apparently be nec-

essary when work is carried out by Dacorum Borough Coun-

cil to re-surface the footpath behind Pear Tree Cottage at

Wilstone Green. The path has already been cleared by the

council following complaints from walkers, and it is now

proposed to improve the boggy surface. The work will be

carried out between 11th and 13th October. Sounds routine

enough, so why the big deal? It seems a council officer was

assaulted in the course of his duty while carrying out previ-

ous work at this location, so precautions are deemed appro-

priate.

Storm water discussions keep

housing project afloat

The Wilstone affordable housing project is still just afloat, as

officers at Dacorum housing department try to salvage some-

thing from the ruins left when developer Aldwyck Housing

Group abandoned the site earlier this year. Another devel-

oper, Hightown Praetorian Housing, has agreed to undertake

a storm water disposal survey at the site in the centre of Wil-

stone, and will then decide if they can make a viable project

of it. This was the issue which scuppered the previous pro-

ject, when Aldwyck discovered, somewhat late in the day,

that Wilstone is quite low lying (shock) and the site would

need a pump for storm water disposal. There is talk of a dif-

ferent standard being used this time - though no doubt the

water will be the same sort. In the meantime, the Parish

Council is to seek to re-open discussions on a possible site in

Long Marston for an affordable housing project. Having

spent six years in getting this far, the Parish Council clearly

have no intention of giving up.

USAAF memorial stone chosen

A suitable stone has been selected to make a memorial for

airman of the US Army Air Force 36 Bomb Squadron who

died while flying from Cheddington during WW2. Cllr. Mike

Tomlinson has begun discussions with police and officials

about the ceremony proposed for Saturday 7th May 2011.

The inscribed memorial stone is to be placed near the War

Memorial in Long Marston, and this will need planning per-

mission apparently. A number of survivors from 36 Bomb

Squadron and relatives of those who died are expected to

make the journey from the US so this will be a big event -

and probably one of the last of its kind given the present age

of survivors from that conflict.

Garden of rest improvements

The Parish Council are to go ahead with improvements to the

garden of rest at Wilstone cemetery by removing one side of

the enclosing hedge completely to admit more light. The

hedge nearest to Little Tring Road is the one to go. The

Council previously canvassed opinions from villagers on this

proposal. The work will be carried out in the autumn, and

growth from around the lych-gate will be tidied up at the

same time. In preparation for the work to tidy the garden of

rest, villagers are asked to remove ‘temporary tributes’ (pots,

jars etc) from the memorial stones.

Parish Plan reviewed

The annual review of the Parish Plan was carried out at a

public session on 15th September. First published in 2005,

the Parish Plan sets out actions and objectives for the Parish

Council under six headings: environmental issues; country-

side access; transport and voluntary services; housing; leisure

and community facilities; crime and antisocial issues. Many

of the original actions have now been completed, but at the

review meeting a new action was agreed for each of the six

headings, and these will be the focus of Parish Council activ-

ity over the coming year.



Village News

Page 13 October 2010

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

News from All 
Saints 

 

TOBY'S QUIZ, Friday 15th October, 7.30 
for 8pm in the Victory Hall. Do join us for our 
yearly quiz; it is a fun evening to raise funds 
towards the upkeep of our Church. Tickets £4 
per head and teams of eight; if you can not 
make up a team do come along anyway and 

you will be made very welcome anyway. 

Toddler worship - 4th and 18th October 
Social afternoon - 26th October 

 

31st October All Saints Patronal Festival.
There will be a Team service at 10am. 

 Carole Harrison 01296 668526 
 

Spotters’ Corner No.463: Valve

amplifiers

NOTICE a nice, rounded, sort of vintage sound at the Long

Marston Show in August? Well it wasn’t just the an-

nouncer. These two ancient valve amplifiers were used to

power the PA system on the field. Over 50 years old

(possibly like the announcer) they are part of the collection

of Mike Cross who provided the sound system for the

Horti. Still in perfect working order, Mike believes that the

amplifier on the left of the picture was used at the Long

Marston Show in the 1950’s. They certainly made them

good in those days. (Just like...?)

Vintage valve amps power the Long Mar-

ston Show. (Picture: Village News.)
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Partners of Thomas Cook, As featured on the BBC 

The nation’s  
favourite alternative  

to kennels 
A professional company with over 60 branches, we

arrange for your dog/s to stay with one of our carefully
selected host families who meet the unique needs of

your dog.
Or maybe you would like a dog to stay at your house

every now and then? Excellent exercise &
companionship.

To find out more contact :
Esther Matthews on 01442 827237

esther.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site 

Welding - Tyres - 

Wheels balanced - Bat-

teries - Exhausts - Diag-

nostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Supported by the Puttenham Trust

Young girl reaches

summit
By Andy Friedli

Nicola from Year 1

climbed Catbells last

Friday in aid of the

Meningitis Trust. Cat-

bells is a mountain near

to Keswick in the Lake

District and is 1481ft

high! Although Catbells

is a great introduction

to mountain climbing for children, this is not because it is

easy, it is actually quite hard. We had every type of

weather – heavy rain, mist, wind and sun. The climb took

a total of 6 hours from start to finish and was a steep

climb from the beginning. Nicola climbed all the way up

on her own as well as scrambling up the last bit to reach

the summit using her hands and feet. We had a lot of sup-

port from other walkers and people rallied round to help

us.

We had a great time doing the walk and it was a fantastic

achievement for Nicola. She raised £118.50 for the Men-

ingitis Trust.

Thank you to everyone who sponsored Nicola.

Do YOU need a babysitter?
By Brodie Cyster-White

I'm currently planning a World Challenge trip next Febru-

ary to Morroco. The trip will include a four day trek, up

many of the mountains in the region, a two day culture

trip, visiting Marrakech and Fes, a camel ride into the de-

sert, and the opportunity to watch both the sunset and sun-

rise over the vast Sahara, ending with a four day commu-

nity work project, building and repairing schools in Mor-

roco, as well as teaching English to students. Participants

need to pay their way around, and I need to raise a further

£1000. To raise the money, I took a babysitting course this

summer in Wingrave. The course lasted for five days, and

involved, among other things, child development, child

protection, fire safety, and first aid. The course proved to

be useful in my subsequant babysitting jobs and so I am

therefore available for babysitting, to raise the rest of my

funds for my trip.

I am available for contact on 01296 660402, and live in

Long Marston.
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

www.wilstonesticks.com wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

A new year, a

new start

by Clare South, Acting Head, Long

Marston School

Long Marston School opened its

doors to a new academic year on

Friday 3rdSeptember 2010. With a

new acting head teacher, 3 new teachers, 1 new teaching as-

sistant and the rest of our dedicated team, we were raring to

go!

All the children have settled in well and are doing some inter-

esting topics this term on: autumn, toys, moving and growing,

Vikings and the Egyptians.

After school we already have many clubs running including

French, yoga, netball, tag rugby, football and gym. As well as

our successful morning running club organised by parents.

With harvest festival looming, autumn fair booked for Octo-

ber 9th and Christmas just around the corner we have a busy

term ahead.

I hope to keep you up to date on your local school throughout

the coming year and offer you a warm welcome to our events,

especially the autumn fair!

Computer Scam,

BEWARE

At least three local people

have in last two weeks re-

ceived bogus phone calls. The

caller claims to know that

your computer is running

slow, this is of course non-

sense. This is a scam and they

are after your passwords, bank

details or other personal data.

Do not give out any informa-

tion or follow requests to

switch your computer on or

download any software. This

scam was first reported in the

Gazette.

Never download software

from unknown sources and do

not allow remote connection

to your computer unless you

know and trust the person

making the connection. If you

store critical passwords on a

computer may sure they are

strongly encrypted.

Tring Parish Men’s Society

The first event by Christopher Townsend is about why local

politics is important and what goes on in the local council. The

aim of the talk will be to give the audience an understanding of

how the various tiers of local councils operate, what they try to

do in the community and what, as councilors, they try to do to

make the council more effective.

2010/11 PROGRAMME

All meetings will be on the first Wednesday of each month

at 8pm in the Parish Hall, Tring, unless otherwise indicated

in the programme

6 October Christopher Townsend

The rôle of a local councillor as

politician

3 November Rev Bill Carpenter

Thoughts on the Battleship

“Bismarck”

Thurs 25 November Joint Meeting with the Tring Branch

Mothers’ Union with visiting Hand-

7.30 for 8pm bell Ringers’ Group
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No more “stepping

stones”…?

By Jeremy Johnson

For some years now crossing from Wilstone to the reservoir

on foot over Lower Icknield Way has been problematic. The

footpath opposite Tring Road has been flooded in winter and

choked with weeds in summer. There is an alternative cross-

ing further down Icknield way, but it’s not safe if you have

your children or dogs with you and the path in between leaves

you uncomfortably close to traffic passing at speed.

I run this path in all seasons, walk my dogs through here to

the reservoir and take my

children down this path when

I can get through. Running

in winter I just have to accept

that my feet will get wet but I

have often met people hop-

ping from one piece of float-

ing timber to another trying

not to do a “face plant” in the

flooded section. I assume

they are visitors to the reser-

voir area who don’t know

that the path floods. And

before the Council recently

cleared some of the rubbish

the nettles and brambles that

grow in the accumulated

muck made it difficult to get

children with bare legs

through in summer.

For some years now there has been what looks like a duck

pond in the stream that crosses the land and it seems likely

that this obstruction has not helped the situation with the path

flooding. According to the Environment Agency this stream,

Wilstone Brook, is not its responsibility, nor the responsibility

of British Waterways, but that of the owner of this bit of land.

The landowner of this site has a responsibility to keep the

stream and the banks clear; yet it remains the responsibility of

the Council to ensure that the landowner complies.

The history of this path goes back before the memory of any-

one presently living and I first heard a bit of it from the late

Dick Gomm. Whilst the right of way is on foot only it is re-

corded as a green lane with records going back to my knowl-

edge at least as far as 1882 and it is undoubtedly very much

older. Although in recent years the landowner hemmed the

path in between narrow fences this green lane way is sup-

posed to be at least six metres wide. The present problems we

have with this path began in the mid-eighties and since then

there appears to have been a catalogue of problems culminat-

ing in court cases against Dacorum Borough Council and

Hertfordshire County Council who tried to rectify the situa-

tion on behalf of the community.

So you might be pleased to hear that as this edition of Wil-

stone Village news reaches your door the situation should be

about to change. In the early

part of October the Council has

scheduled some works to make

up the path to something that

can once again be used winter

and summer by locals and visi-

tors alike. Originally it was

hoped that the works would

take place prior to the arrival

of the wet autumn weather.

However as a consequence of

what happened when the

Council recently cleared the

rubbish on the land the present

works had to wait until the

contractors that have been en-

gaged to do the work could be

assured of a police presence.

So whether you are stretching your legs with the family after

Christmas or taking the kids for a stroll round the reservoir on

a summer evening, or a visitor to the reservoirs dropping

down into Wilstone to visit the pub or shop, hopefully you

will soon be able to look forward to a more pleasant walk.

For this we have to thank the Countryside Access Officer and

Enforcement Officer at Dacorum Borough Council whose

efforts in the face of a continuous stream of obstacles have

been considerable.
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to Pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn

Chapman. Both are Members of the British

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,

Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an

Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of

the Association of

Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926

Recipe        by Anna Ashwell 

Friends of Long Marston School 

 

Ladies Night of 

Indulgence 
Friday 19th November, 7 pm 

At Long Marston School 

Shop for beautiful things, have a pamper 
session and enjoy a glass of wine with your 

friends 

£5.00 a ticket 

(includes a glass of wine) 

For tickets, beauty treatment bookings and 

more information contact Kathy on 

Tel: 01296 662734 

Or email: kathylhouse@hotmail.com 

Roasted Butternut Squash Soup

Despite the recent good weather autumn is just around the corner and autumn sees the appearance of squashes in the shops. I

have not tried, but I am sure you could substitute other types of squash in this warming and comforting soup.

Ingredients:

• 900g (2lb) butternut squash

• 40g (1½oz) butter

• 350g (12oz) potatoes

• 1.2 litres (2 pints) vegetable stock

• 100ml (3½ fl.oz) single cream

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Method:

• Pre-heat oven to 160oC/325oF/Gas Mark 3

• Cut the butternut squash in half. Scoop out the seeds and discard. Place in a roasting tin and dot with 25g (1oz) of the but-

ter.

• Bake for about one hour until softened and caramelised

• Melt the remaining butter, add the potatoes and stock and simmer for about 20 minutes until the potatoes are tender

• Allow the butternut squash to cool a little, then scoop the flesh out of its skin and purée with the potato mixture in a li-

quidiser. Pour into a clean saucepan, stir in the cream and taste for seasoning.

• Reheat gently and serve garnished with toasted sunflower seeds.
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CLIVE CARTWRIGHT

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
New work, Renovations or Repairs

Domestic or Commercial

Free estimates

Quality work

38 years experience

Phone (01442) 823599

Mobile 07801 809554

News from the Beat

Hello all,

We are well into the cold months and with Christmas hiding

just around the corner we just wanted you all to remember our

crime prevention tips for the winter.

We have seen a rise in Burglary, which is why it’s extremely

important, particularly on the run up to Christmas, that you

take some simple precautions in keeping your home secure.

We do not want these criminals coming into the villages.

Please take some simple precautions:

• Ensure all your windows and doors are locked and secure.

• Ensure side gates, sheds and garages are locked and se-

cure.

• If you are away, let your neighbour know, consider timer

switch for lights to come on. (making your home look lived

in).

• Keep expensive items out of sight. Ensure packaging for

expensive items are discarded in a way that it’s not easy for

someone to know what you have in your property.

• Consider installing external lighting, as it could help deter

a thief.

• Report anything suspicious to the Police.

ICY CARS!
As the weather gets colder and we start to get icy mornings, if

you are out and de-icing your car, ALWAYS stay with it,

never leave your car with keys in the ignition. It does not take

long for a thief to take your car. We have seen this happen in

the past so please prevent it by simply staying with your car.

WATCH OUR TRACTORS!
PLANT Theft is becoming an issue in rural areas, with reports

coming from other police force areas of farm machinery being

stolen from the farms. We don’t want this to happen in our

area. So all residents are asked to remain vigilant and report

anything suspicious to Police. Farm owners are asked to en-

sure all machinery is locked and secure and also to report any-

thing suspicious to police.

FAST CARS ON PHONES!
Speeding is likely to remain as a priority for the neighbour-

hood team, so please ensure that when out in the town and

villages that you observe the speed limit, and never use a hand

held device whilst driving. During recent Road Operations,

drivers have been warned about speeding and several drivers

have been issued points and fines for driving offences. Please

ensure that you don’t become one of them.

On a final note, we have had a increase in reports of dogs

wandering the fields whilst off the lead, which in some cases

has resulted in dog attacks, please could we remind all dog

owners to ensure that your dog is kept under control at all

times, particularly around other animals and persons.

From Pcso 6096 Thomas Montgomery & the

Neighbourhood Team

Should anyone need to contact us, please visit

www.herts.police.uk to see your local officers and how to

contact them, alternatively contact us on 0845 33 00 222 or in

an emergency call 999. Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
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This month members of the

WI were asked to bring to the

meeting items of local

memorabilia. Unfortunately,

our speaker was unable to

attend and it was quickly

decided to ask people about

the treasures they had

brought with them. Amongst

these were old black and white photos, posters advertising the

village show, and Long Marston Coronation Celebrations in

1953, show programmes and horse brasses. We saw photos

of the old village school and learnt how it had been bombed

during the war, and about the fire at Loxley Farm. A very

enjoyable evening was had by all and we went home having

learnt a lot about the history of Long Marston. One particu-

lar item that held everyone’s attention was a ‘composition’

from Eunice’s school book, written in 1948.

23.2.48

A rural fire-brigade turns out

Some boys were playing with matches and having bonfires in

a barn, which was full of barley straw. The barley straw

caught on fire and the boys ran away, except the son of the

farmer who went to save his pony and was trapped in the

flames.

The villagers fetched the fire hose from Central farm, only to

find that the fire hydrants had been covered over when they

had made up the road. They then fetched shovels and dug out

the hydrants and then they found that they had no pipes to

connect the hose to the hydrants. So they had to fetch one

from the hamlet of Gubblecote. The villagers did not find this

very successful, so they decided to send for Tring fire-

brigade. The fire-brigade’s machine needed ten men to pump

it and two horses to pull it.

Tring sent word back that if the villagers wanted it, they must

send two horses to fetch it. Two horses were sent to fetch the

engine and going down a canal bridge as they were going

back, the driver went so fast that one of the men fell off, but

the driver did not stop to pick him up. They arrived at the fire

and connected up their hose-pipes so they could pump water

from the brook. Then they found ten volunteers and pumped

water on the flames.

In the meantime all the farm buildings and three cottages were

almost burned out. The station master at Marston Gate station

(a mile away from the village) sent a message along the line

to Aylesbury and they sent the fire-engine. It was a steam

engine drawn by four horses and when they reached Aston

Clinton one horse fell down dead. They left the horse lying in

the middle of the road and drove on.

They arrived at the fire soon after Tring fire-brigade and or-

dered the engine out of the way. Then they connected Tring’s

fire hose onto their steam-engine and pumped away. Soon the

force from the steam-engine burst the fire hose, so they had to

put their own hose on. They started work and the vicar’s son

asked the chief officer to put the water on the flames on the

other side and the chief officer said if the vicar’s son did not

move he would put the water on him. The cottages had just

been repaired to represent Anne Hathaway’s cottage at Strat-

ford on Avon. They could not get any water from the pond

where the last witch was drowned, because it had been filled

in. After the fire-men had put the fire out they had bread and

cheese and beer in the Rose and Crown. All this happened in

1917.

This was written by Eunice Chandler (now Hall) when she

was 12 years old.

The fire was at Loxley Farm, Chapel Lane, Long

Marston and the photo shows the devastation

caused by the fire.
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The agricultural story line… by David Mead

Midsomer murder prevents pub

visit
By David mead

WELL, the harvest wasn’t finished in August. Luckily Sep-

tember has been a beautiful month. The wheats were gathered

in and eventually, on September 22nd Simon took the com-

bine to Wendover to tackle the linseed. This is not Simon’s

favourite crop. Although the sun shone, the old knife couldn’t

cut the crop. Two hours had to be spent changing all the old

knives. The combine got back to the yard at 7pm. “Remind

me we are never growing that crop again.” We’ll see.

A new cultivating machine has been a great success. It re-

places the plough, with tines going as deep as a plough and

discs following to break-up and level. It has meant Chris has

made a good start with the drilling and Alex having a job to

get the fields ready ahead of the drill. And now, the 23rd, it

has rained so the logging machine is being serviced in prepa-

ration for winter fuel.

The delivery man and his dog have been out and about. I went

to Little Missenden with a load of logs and picked up another

order from the Red Lion. When I went to deliver that load I

was turned away. The film crews were occupying the village.

If you are watching Midsomer Murders and you see a red

pick-up... No you won’t. Minty and I were thrown out - with

apologies from the publican.

Teresa and I were invited to Great Brickhill cricket pavilion

for a birthday party. Karen has worked at the farm shop since

she was 16, all those years ago! Anyway, we had a wonderful

evening. We all wished her a very happy birthday and look

forward to the next anniversary.

Simon, Jenny and daughter Jessica had three days at Olympia

promoting the rapeseed oil. It was a trade fair where contacts

are made, who then have to be chased up in the following

weeks. The Oxford Castle was the next three day event, and

with the farmers’ markets in the weeks leading up to Christ-

mas the sales team are going to be kept busy.

By the time you read this, Sarah Murrell and friends will be

sitting with their feet in soothing concoctions muttering:

“Why did we volunteer to run the Windsor Park half-

marathon?” Many miles have been covered preparing them-

selves for the event. As I write this I am confident all will be

fine and they will be looking out for the full marathon next

year. Hark at me. I’m shattered walking down to the village

hall. Luckily there is a wet sponge to revive me in the Half

Moon on the way back.
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Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,

Startops End.

Your editor for November will be:

Phil Buchi

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our advertising managers:

Alison & Matthew White

01296 660402

villagenewsadvertis-

ing@googlemail.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:

Wednesday 20th October 2010.

Read Village News on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Stephen Hunneysett 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Thomas Montgomery 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Claire Fordham 01296 668088

Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170

Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200

Churchwardens

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Vicky Hayes 01296 661586

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Vicky Hayes 01296 661586

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training
Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272

Women’s Institute

Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Carole Harrison, 01296 668526.
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Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom

in Pitstone

07860 340 130

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are

enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome.

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127
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Scoop It Up!

This poster was designed by Emma Killin of Long Mar-

ston school for Tring Rural Parish Council. It is part of

a series of posters placed around the villages. The Par-

ish Council hopes that the children’s designs will prove

more effective than the official signs.

Village News vacancies:

URGENT
By Phil Buchi

YES, I know that we ran this item last month. When you read

it then you probably thought that someone else would step

forward. But they have not. So now we need you to put your

hand up. We need some extra help on the Village News team:

an advertising manager and a holiday relief distribution man-

ager. Your village magazine is written, produced and distrib-

uted entirely by a team of local volunteers and from time to

time these kind folk move on and need to be replaced. Here

are two opportunities to support a very worthwhile commu-

nity project. If you can help please phone to find out more.

No previous experience required. Full training given. No ob-

ligation. So please don’t hold back.

We urgently need to recruit an advertising manager to look

after our advertisers, who provide 80% of the funding for this

magazine. This is a vital task without which we would cease

to operate, but it is not an especially onerous job. No selling

is required - the magazine sells the advertising by itself, and

the task does not include collecting money. The advertising

manager deals with enquiries from new advertisers, passes on

the ads to the editor, and sends out invoices. The process is

up and running and full training is given. All you need is a

computer with internet access and a few hours a month. If

you think you can help us with this do please call Phil Buchi

for a chat: 01442 890599.

We also would like a volunteer to act as holiday relief distri-

bution manager to step in a few times a year when our dis-

tribution manager is away. The job is to receive the maga-

zines from the printer and bundle them up for the distributors

who then take them out to readers. This takes only a few

hours on each occasion, and the dates are known well in ad-

vance. Carole Harrison would be very pleased to hear from

you if you might be able to help with this. (It is her holidays!)

Phone her for a chat on 01296 668526. Thank you!
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8 Peak Trek Itinerary
By Andy Friedli

This is a thank you to Wilstone Village Shop and their customers to 

who sponsored me for the English 3000's 8 peak challenge. 

It was probably one of the toughest things I have done - well

thats why it is called a challenge! But with only 2 small blisters

and a damaged knee from slipping on wet rocks I made it.

The amount of organisation the Trust put in to this event was

fantastic. Everything was taken care of. The event safety brief-

ings by the volunteer safety team from the mountain rescue

and orienteering teams put all participants at ease although we

were a tad nervous as the weather reports were not in our fa-

vour. Unfortunately the Lake District's weather was not kind to

us. We encountered everything it could throw at us.

Day 1 - Wake up at 6am, breakfast at 7am and at the foot of

the first of the 3 peaks at 8am, we climbed Skiddaw in heavy

rain and then turned into horizontal hail at the summit. After

trying to stand up against the high winds we touched the sum-

mit and began the descent back to the mini-bus ready for the

transfer to Helvellyn. We were soaked and this was only the

first peak, our boots were full of water.

At the foot of Helvellyn and Helvellyn Lower Man the heavens

opened yet again making the rocky pathway very slippery. At

one point we actually caught a glimpse of Thirlmere through

the mist. Reaching the summit the fog closed in and our safety

team made sure we stayed in single file and only 1m apart.

Once we hugged the summit (as you do) we could see why the

safety team we concerned as the fog cleared for a few minutes

and we were standing 2m from the edge of a 2000ft drop. We

couldn't see the edge. Although we had smiles of reaching the

second peak by now we are cold and very damp. Our boots

were full of water.

We hiked over the ridge to Lower Man before the very slippery

descent to the valley. Three peaks down and 5 to go.

Day 2 - After trying to dry our waterproofs, boots and virtually

everything we carried and a good night sleep we were up at

4.30am, breakfast at 5am and at the foot of next 5 peaks by

6am. Still dark we faced the next 11 hours trekking in yet more

heavy rain. We followed some beautiful paths running parallel

with mountain steams and waterfalls. Ill Crag and Board Crag

were the first two mountains and I think we reached the first

summit at around 9am. Again group hugs at the top. The safety

team then gathered us together as the fog closed in and they

had trouble finding the trail to the next peak. We couldn't see

further than a few metres. It felt like the middle of winter with

our hats and gloves on. We moved off towards the highest

mountain in England - Scafell Pike. By this time the boulder

fields we were clambering over were very slippery as I found

out. I slipped and went down on my left knee hitting it against

the rocks and the one of the safety team landed on top of me.

At the summit of Scafell Pike there is a turret of rocks where

everyone has to take the obligatory group photo, even though

we couldn't see any views. It is here we encountered fellow

hikers for the first time - we saw the odd sheep, but we were

glad we weren't the only nut cases out on the mountains. We

had a little food stop and then headed for Symonds Knot and

Scafell. Climbing down the Scaffell Pike was a little scary,

loose rocks and scree, slipping close to edge of the path. We

were about 100m from the valley when we stopped and gath-

ered for the next briefing. The safety team said that we have

two peaks to go. We cheered. We are cold and soaked through

to the skin. They added 'but to get to them we need to climb

this....' and they pointed at the waterfall. In normal weather

conditions it probably would be a path but it is raining heavily

and this is a waterfall. We had to climb the rocks in the water

and either side of it. Just as we thought we were wet enough

we are now even wetter, our boots we overflowing and the

waterproofs, well were just not that waterproof anymore. Over-

coming the initial shock we climbed up. It was probably the

best part of the trek.

As with the last summits we reached the final peak in the mist

and could only see a couple of metres in front. The moment I

touched the final peak it was just amazing. The sense of

acheivement passed through everyone of us even though we

we squelching. It was at this point those with cameras realised

that mobile phones and cameras are not waterfall proof.

After a few moments on the last peak we headed back from

were we came - down the waterfall. Getting soaked once again.

We then had to climb up Scaffell Pike for the second time

meeting hikers who were amazed we had started a climb so

late in the day. One of the hikers said to me 'You won't make it

up and back before dark....' where our answer was that we have

been up since 4.30am, have climbed 5 mountains and this is

the second time we have scaled Scafell Pike. To which their

response was one of jaw dropping amazement and the com-

ment...'are you guys for real'.

The sun finally came out at 5.30pm. We retraced our soggy

foot steps to the summit and then over the ridge to Ill Crag or

was it Broad Crag - all looked the same in the fog. Fianlly we

began the descent back to the valley and the minibus. Although

we could now see beautiful views over Derwant Water and

Keswick and in the other direction the edge of Windermere,

we were still a long way from the valley. We arrived at the foot

of the mountain that we started in the dark.

After a 14hr trek we finally made it to the accommodation for

a well earned rest, food and a drink.

You helped me personally raise over £1200. Between the 30

participants and 8 strong safety team we raised in the region of

£30000.

Furthermore while I was climbing the peaks on day two, Ni-

cola (with Rachel) climbed Cat Bells (1481ft) on her own

wearing the yellow Meningitis Trust t-shirt and raised well

over £100 herself from her school and the public she met on

the climb.
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 

 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 
07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

Vale  

 Burner 

 Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers

OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter

GARDEN COMPOST With grass cutting and leave-drop over previous years, St.Mary’s Churchyard has a supply of

compost, now rotting down well. Please help yourself, (Do bring a suitable bag/tools for collecting it). You will find the

supply at the end of the churchyard by the track to the left of Cecilia Hall.

FRIENDS OF ST.MARY’S CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE

SATURDAY, 2ND OCTOBER

2 p.m. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham

Your last chance to have a good clear-out before Christmas. Jumble may be left at the Hall at any time after the 27th

Sept.. We start sorting during the mornings on the week prior to the sale. Any help with sorting, or on The Day,

would always be very much appreciated (Contact Christine: 01296 668337)

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST

OCTOBER SUPPER & AUCTION

SATURDAY, 30TH OCTOBER

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM

7.30 p.m. B.Y.O. drink & glass

TICKETS: £7.50 each

If you are able to bring along some home produce or any other special items that you may have for the auction, this

would be much appreciated (After all – no goods/no auction!) If you have any special dietary requirements, please let

us know well before the event, so we can cater.

ALSO – If you have any pudding basins after purchasing Christmas Puddings at the auction during previous years, or

any jam jars (the ones with red check lids, preferably) these would be very much appreciated.

Please contact Christine: 01296 668337 (may divert)

CS MAINTENANCE
HOME AND GARDEN

4 Marston Ct

Station Rd

Long Marston

HP23

Painting and decorating.

Carpentry. Plumbing. Tiling.

Gardening. Patios.

Free quotes

References available

01296 661 222

07590253401
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All Saints Church

with

Toby Davidson

Quizmaster

Friday 15th October 7.30 for 8.00pm

(in Victory Hall, Long Marston)

Tickets £4

Teams of eight

(BYO Drinks and Nibbles)

Contact

Carole Harrison

01296 668526

? Quiz ?

In Form
Optimal Health

Expert Remedial Massage

Deep Lymphatic Therapy

Metabolic Typing (nutrition)

Contact Angela on 07900 168996

www.in-form.co.uk 20yrs experience

FAMILY BINGO

VICTORY HALL LONG MARSTON

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER AT 6.30

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY PLUS

LOTS OF PRIZES

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE ON SALE

CONTACT MARGARET KAYE 01296

662975 FOR MORE INFORMATION

Would you like to win £50?
Join the Friends 100 Club and you could be a winner!

Just £10 buys you one ticket for the year (you can buy as many tickets as you want).

A draw is held during school assembly every month from October to July.

Jackpot prize of £50 for the December and July draws

First prize of £15 for the other 8 draws (Oct-Nov, Jan-Jun)

Second prize of £10 every month

Third prize every month is an exclusive Long Marston School keyring.

All proceeds raised will go into the Friends’ account and will be spent on equipment, activities and events to

benefit the students and the school.

First draw will take place at the school’s Autumn Fair on Saturday 9th October
Please visit the school office before 8th October to complete the form and help the students and the school.

Thank you and Good Luck!
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

The Wilstone Shop one

year on and going strong
By Diana Crapnell

BY the time you read this Liz and Ron Faulkner will have

completed their first year at the helm of The Wilstone Shop.

Its been a year not without its challenges but one that, most

importantly, has seen the shop go from strength to strength.

“We would like to say an enormous thank you to everyone who

has supported us over the last year either with their time in

helping out in the shop, or by producing cakes, pastries, jams

and marmalades and, most vitally, by being loyal customers”

said Liz. “Over the year we have increased the range of

products on offer and we will continue to try and meet

everyone’s needs by focusing on the best of local produce, such

as our ham, pies, bread, jams and honey along with sensibly

priced staples.”

If you haven’t been to the shop yet do pop along and see what’s

on offer. Every purchase made helps to ensure this valuable

addition to village life will be with us well into the future.

There is also now an enthusiastic group of volunteers who help

Liz and Ron every week and who also recently enabled them to

take a much needed break. More volunteers are always

welcomed, just pop in and let them know you’d like to have a

go. Indeed here’s a bit of a challenge, might you have a couple

of hours to offer on Boxing Day morning? Liz and Ron want

to open up for newspapers, plus any essentials that might

somehow have got overlooked in the shopping scrum before

Christmas. Can you help?

And talking of Christmas, I know its still a few months off but

nothing like getting in early! The shop will once again be

taking orders for turkeys, ducks and other Christmas meats

from their acclaimed local supplier. Plus there will also be

other seasonal goodies such as homemade Christmas Puddings

and mincemeat. So do come on in and see what’s on offer.

Liz and Rom Faulkner
(Picture: Village News.)

The Poplar takes it’s final

bough
By your local reporter

Sunday 29th August 2010, from your reporter at the scene.

For a short while on the Bank Holiday Sunday, the day of the

Harvest Lunch, access through Wilstone was interrupted for

several hours when a large tree fell across the Gubblecote

Road. The tree, one of the Black Poplars, had not uprooted -

closer examination revealed that the trunk had rotted inside

and the tree had snapped near the base. Fortunately there was

no one driving along the road at the time but it did necessitate

a considerable detour for those that came along later.

Your diligent village warden, Colin Reedman, was soon on

the scene, to investigate with the local constabulary. The spe-

cialists arrived shortly afterwards, to remove the tree on to the

verge, once again enabling the folk of Wilstone to visit their

neighbours in Gubblecote and Long Marston. Laying on its

side on the verge, the poor state of the trunk can easily be

seen! It was also quite evident that the tree was almost dead, it

was only the ivy around it that was green!

(It was suggested that perhaps the tree could be left across the

road to help slow down the traffic through Wilstone!)

The tree across the road
(Picture: by your local reporter .)

The tree on the verge showing the rotted trunk
(Picture: by your local reporter .)


