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A ‘Store at your door’?
Let’s keep a shop in our Parish by Diana Crapnell

AS you know the current Wilstone Village

Shop sadly closed on 25th September.

At a well attended meeting on 10th

September it was decided not just to sit back

and mourn its loss, but to investigate the

potential to create an alternative for our

Parish.

While we cannot expect at this time to

maintain the full range of services that the

Wilstone Stores provided, the hope is that

there is enough interest to keep a shop of

some description alive in the Parish.

It has been estimated that if each household

in the Parish were to spend just £3 per week

in the shop, it would not only remain

sustainable but even florish.

Encouragingly we are not alone as many

other villages, including Hyde Heath near

Chesham, have already created viable and

sustainable shops ... our community can have

the same if the demand is there.

Professional help is also available on a

charitable basis from ViRSA but if there are

skills that you can offer we would encourage

you to bring them forward.

From a community perspective, there are

many good reasons to have a local shop.

People are drawn to live in villages and,

more particularly, to those that are able to

offer good local services, including a village

shop.

Another aspect in today’s economic climate

is that even a short trip to our local

supermarkets is likely to cost in excess of £1

in petrol, notwithstanding the time and effort

involved whether it’s in the light of summer

or the dark days of winter.

That said the strength of any shop is in

providing what its customers want. What is

it that you want? If we are

to create a ‘Store at your

Door’ we need to know

how you feel. We therefore

encourage you to complete

the questionnaire now

being delivered to your

door and return it to the

addresses shown by the 8th

October.

The Steering Group created

from those who attended

the recent village meeting is

committed to keeping you

informed of the results of

the survey in the near

future. Please watch this

space, and above all please

complete your survey form

as soon as you can.
End of an era ? Wilstone village store and Post Office.

(Photo: Village News)
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MUCH of the Village News this month is taken up with

aspects of our rural life, and the old adage ”Use it or lose

it” has sadly been proven by the recent closure of two

village post offices along with the shops connected to

them. It is now a constant concern that many of the vil-

lage facilities which we have enjoyed and lived with for

so long, namely our churches, pubs, public transport,

shops, doctors surgeries, schools and village halls may

disappear under the ever increasing “economic” cuts of

today's over legislative world, if they are not used suffi-

ciently by all of us.

This Government seems to ignore the fact that there is

vibrant life outside of the cities, much of which will con-

tribute enormously to our future generations, if it is al-

lowed to do so without being constantly hampered by the

over zealous administration of quirky EU legislation

resulting in the loss of our much loved British country

ways of life.

I am sure that I speak for the whole of Wilstone in thank-

ing Jenni Corsby for her contribution to the village and

wishing her every happiness for the future.

Colin Davenport

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

5 October

10.00am All Saints Pet Service

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

6 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

12 October

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

19 October

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

20 October (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

26 October

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and

Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

2 November

10.00am All Saints. All Souls Service for Team

Deadline for items for our next edition

(November) is Thursday 16 October 2008.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 01733 230800.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read
Village News on-line. Find us at

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Village News’

www.wilstone.me.uk and click ‘Village News’
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 15 October, Puttenham Cecilia Hall.

Wednesday 19 November, Wilstone village hall.

Saturday 4 October

Jumble Sale. Wilstone Village Hall in aid of “Youth in

Need” 10am.

Long Marston School Autumn Fair

Friday 10 October

Wilstone film night: "Son of Rambow". Village hall.

Saturday 11 October

October Supper and Auction.

Tuesday 14 October

WI. A talk by Mark Davis on spoons 8pm. LM hall

Friday 17 October

"A portrait of Wilstone in the 21st Century". Picture

show by John Painter. Wilstone village hall, 7.30pm.

Saturday 18 October

Charity evening of Salsa Dancing, Wilstone: Sold out.

Friday 24 October

All Saints Quiz night at LM hall 8pm

Friday 31 October

Children's Halloween party, Wilstone village hall.

Saturday 1st November

Dacorum BC "Free family fun day" 10am - 4pm at

Long Marston.

Saturday 1st November

"Not only Ballroom for Fun" 8pm Wilstone village hall.

Sunday 2 November

Firework display at Long Marston (see page 27)

Tuesday 11 November

Remembrance Day Compline at St. Mary’s.

Friday 14 November

Wilstone film night: 'Sixty Six'. Village hall.

Tuesday 25 November

Long Marston Village Hall AGM 8pm

Saturday 29 November

Christmas Bazaar at LM hall 2pm

Friday 12 December

Wilstone film night: 'Mama Mia'. Village hall.

Tuesday 16 December

Carols around the tree at Long Marston.

Thursday 18 December

Father Christmas visits Wilstone (early evening).

JOIN YOUR LOCAL ARTS ALIVE
YOUTH THEATRE GROUP,
SATURDAY MORNINGS AT

LONG MARSTON VILLAGE HALL.

AIMS
To use theatrical techniques to produce highly

creative and stimulating productions for the
children involved and their intended audience

(the local community)
To create an opportunity for children to enjoy

singing, dancing and acting in appropriate
age groups taught by professional practitioners.

Venue: Long Marston Village Hall
Day: Saturday mornings
Class times: Primary: (ages 4-6) 10am - 11.00am

Junior: (age7 upwards) 11.00 am -
12.30pm

Clothing: Children should wear loose, comfort
able clothing.

Footwear: Trainers or jazz shoes.
Prices: Primary- £5.50/session

Junior- £6.00/session
Policy: Fees will be paid per session.

Please make sure your child is ready
to start on time.
Please make sure the practitioner is
aware of any medical conditions that
may affect your child’s performance.

Enrolment: Phone or e-mail Louise Townsend
07949 635910
louise.townsend@hotmail.co.uk

IN AID OF

YOUTH IN NEED TANZANIA

10am-12 noon

SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER

Wilstone Village hall

Entrance 20p
Good quality wares, bargains galore, bric-a-brac

and raffle.

Come and enjoy a cuppa with a bacon

or sausage bap and help to support our charity.
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee Presents... 
 

Not only  

Ballroom for Fun! 

Another evening 

for everyone who 

loves dancing. 
 

By popular demand WVHC present an evening of  
dancing (and tuition) for everyone. Dance professionals 
Joanne and Gordon will be on hand (or foot) to help you 
really enjoy the evening. Ballroom, Latin, Salsa, Ceroc 

and Jive. Terrific non-stop music to dance to.  
Limited number of tickets so book now. 

Saturday 1st November, 8pm  
Wilstone Village Hall 

 

Tickets £8 from Maggie Buchi 01442 890599
Licenced bar - Charity raffle 

 

CHILDREN’S

HALLOWEEN PARTY
31ST OCTOBER

5.30 – 7PM
WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL

FANCY DRESS
BEST CARVED PUMPKIN

COMPETITION
DISCO- GAMES- PRIZES

£3 ON DOOR OR
PHONE JO FOR TICKETS

01442 891444

Berkhamsted Combined Charities

Christmas Card Sales 2008

Once again the traditional Charity Christ-

mas Card Sale will be held on the following

dates in the Court House, Berkhamsted.

Friday 31 October 9.15am to 4pm.

Saturday 1st November 9.15am to 4pm.

Saturday 15th November 9.15am to 4pm.

Saturday 29th November 9.15am to 4pm.

Many National and local charities from

Herts. and Bucks. will be represented and

there will be a wide range of cards, wrap-

ping paper and Christmas accessories to

choose from.

FREE FAMILY FUN DAY 
 

Saturday, 1st November
11am to 4pm

Long Marston Village Hall

and Recreation Ground

For children from 0 to 16 years old

Children under 8 years old must be accompanied
by a responsible adult at all times.

A team of play workers will provide

an activity-packed day of:

Arts & Crafts

Physical Play

Sports & Leisure Activities

Including the Climbing Wall

No need to book – just turn up and have fun!

~ Please bring your own refreshments ~

Organised by Dacorum Borough Council

Supported by the National Lottery
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Sally Smith: 01296 661689 

R. Fordham

Plumbing and Heating
*Central Heating systems installed and repaired

*Bathrooms planned and installed to a high standard

*All your plumbing and heating needs covered.

Mobiles: 07776 223846 & 07966 530420

Office: 01296 660841

Email:robertfordham2@msn.com

22 Tring Road, Long Marston, Tring, Herts. HP23 4QL

The Hospice of St Francis by Michelle Marshall

Open Evening – October 13

DO you want to know more about The Hospice of St Francis?

Would you also like to meet Janey Lee Grace, well-known

BBC Radio Two presenter, author, Herts Life columnist and

lifestyle guru?

On Monday October 13th we will be bringing the Hospice of

St Francis message to the masses in a special presentation

evening.

It’s a chance for us to let you know what we’ve been up to and

for you to tell us what you think about our Hospice, ask us

questions, find out about our plans for the future – and enjoy a

glass of wine!

We’re got lots to talk about and we hope you will too so please

make a date in your diary and pop along from 7pm at Berk-

hamsted Civic Centre.

Fire Walk – November 13

DO you have a burning desire to walk on fire? Then hot foot

it across a bed of sizzling coals and help raise cash for the

Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted.

Impress your friends, family and colleagues by walking bare-

foot across a 20ft stretch of red-hot coals guided by the fire-

walk experts, Time for Change. The company, which has a

100 per cent safety record, will help participants perform the

ultimate feat with their feet.

Harriet Karia, community fundraising manager, said: “Last

year we had a wonderful turn out and are hoping this year will

be as good. You get such a sense of achievement from taking

part – it’s not every day you get the chance to walk on fire!”

If you have a burning desire to walk on fire visit

www.stfrancis.org.uk, call Harriet on 01442 869555 or e-mail

firewalk@stfrancis.org.uk

The event takes place at 6pm at The Watermill Hotel, Bourne

End, Hemel Hempstead on Thursday November 13th. Entry is

just £30 to secure your place and you will need to raise a mini-

mum of £200 sponsorship.

HO HO HO for the HOspice of St Francis!

CHRISTMAS has come three months early at the Hospice of

St Francis in Berkhamsted where staff and volunteers are busy

kicking off their new fun festive fundraiser - Hemel Hemp-

stead’s first ever Santa Dash.

People of all ages, shapes and sizes, even the family dog, can

register to take part in the Santa dash - a two and a half mile

run, walk, jog, or skip through the streets of the town centre

dressed up in a free supplied Santa outfit.

The festive fun takes place on Sunday December 7th.

Everyone at work, at home and at school can get involved in

the festive spirit and collect sponsors to raise much needed

cash for the charity.

Registration costs just £15 for adults and £5 for kids or £35 for

a family (2 adults and up to 3 children including the dog).

Organiser Fran Martin said: “This is all about fun – it’s a great

way to do something entertaining as a family and raise money

for the Hospice at the same time. It’s the first time we have

organised an event like this and the first time that Hemel will

have seen hundreds of Santas running through the town! We

want everyone to get involved and make this a Christmas mo-

ment to remember.

We are delighted to have the Snow Centre on board as our

main sponsors along with Premier Inn Central who are giving

away a free bacon buttie and a cuppa to all Santa dashers.”

Call Fran Martin on 01442 869555 or email

fran.martin@stfrancis.org.uk now for your Santa pack and

dash for cash for the Hospice of St Francis.

For media enquiries:

Claire de Silva, PR Officer, The Hospice of St France

01442 869555 ext 213 (Mon and Tues)

For urgent media enquiries at other times please call

07515294632
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…………you could pick bright red strawberries,

dig orange carrots (forks provided!), pluck yellow

sweetcorn from plants taller than most of you, get

pods and pods of green peas, pick up a heavy

blue skinned pumpkin, get purple fingers picking

blackberries and lots lots more…………..

@ Grove Farm PYO, Great Gap, Ivinghoe, LU7 9DZ

from approx mid June open daily 10 - 7

more information at www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk

or ring our answermachine 01296 668175

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL

FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2008

at 7.30 pm

"A PORTRAIT OF

WILSTONE IN THE 21st

CENTURY"

Picture Show by

John Painter

ADMISSION £5

inc glass of wine.

TICKETS ON THE DOOR

or ring Jo - 891444

Andrew - 823605

In aid of village church

funds

The Ashridge Amble
A 7 or 16 mile walk around the beautiful Ashridge Estate

Please come and join us for a sponsored walk around the Ashridge Estate on

Sunday 12th October 2008
Starting at 9.00 am

Start and Finish at Ashridge Car Park (Arrange own Transport)

Open to all students, staff, parents, friends

Dress in your House colour

Make your House a winner!

Take up the challenge of long distance walking

– can you walk 7 or even 16 miles?

Raise some money for your school

Get all your mates to join you for a great day out!

Marshalled course with water stations and first aid points.

Walk for your Tring School House

The Challenge Cup
The Challenge Cup will be presented to the Tring School House with the most walkers.

The Challenge Shield
The Challenge Shield will be presented to the House raising the most sponsorship money!

Can your house win?
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REFLEXOLOGY | INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE | MINI-MAKEOVER | MANICURE | PEDICURE | SPRAY TAN 

BACK, NECK AND SHOULDER MASSAGE | STYLE CONSULTATION | BEAUTY TREATMENTS | PSYCHIC READINGS 

VIBROGYM AND POWER PLATE BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY | CARDS | ART | BEAUTIFUL GIFTS 

The Friends of Long Marston School cordially invite you to 

Ladies Night of Indulgence 

Friday 14th November, 7pm 

At Long Marston School 

We have arranged for stalls with beautiful gifts including Christmas Present ideas for friends and fam-

ily (and yourself!). There are pampering sessions available and you can enjoy a glass of wine with 

your friends. 

£5.00 a ticket (includes a glass of wine) 

For tickets, beauty treatment bookings and more information contact Alison on Tel: 01296 662282 or 

Email: kudos.munt@btinternet.com 

Artistic winner

This striking portrait of a young man won a first prize at

the Long Marston Show for Jack Fantham of Long Mar-

Total Home 

Maintenance            

Plumbing, tiling, carpentry,  
painting and decorating,   
flat pack assembly etc. 
 

Garden jobs such as patios,  
decking, fencing, shed assembly,  
children’s play areas. 
 

●Phone Alan on 07711 941 
204

●Based in Long Marston 

Bach by Candlelight
Sept 20th 2008 at All Saints Church Long Marston.

Tring Chamber Music presented us with a fantastic pro-

gramme of varied styles and periods, from Bach to Judith

Weir including Schubert and Benjamin Britten . On this occa-

sion Paul Barritt and Josephine Horder were joined by Louise

Williams, viola. The first half was completed by a one move-

ment String Trio by Schubert; a work which sadly Schubert

did not complete as a full trio. Why, we all wondered? There

was so much more to say!

But the highlight of the evening was an arrangement of the

Goldberg Variations by Sitkovetsky, written by Bach for harp-

sichord and here stunningly performed on three instruments. I

say stunningly for good reason; it is hard to find adequate

words. Enough to say that you could hear a ‘pin drop’

The church has superb acoustic and was filled to capacity

with an appreciative audience of about 150, who eagerly await

another season of music next year; 4 concerts in the local area,

with the last in Long Marston. Do come and join us in 2009.

Margaret Noakes
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Open 7 days 

Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of  

quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 

Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 

Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Café and Gift Shop, set in the  

comfortable surroundings of our restored 

18th century barn.  

Toasted sandwiches, salads  

and ploughman's lunches. 

John Proctor
JOHN Proctor who died on Thursday 28th August

had been for forty years a reader in the local

churches.

John was born in Long Marston on May 24th 1924

and early in life was one of the altar boys under Fa-

ther Anthony (Vicar of Long Marston and Putten-

ham 1931-1962). Father Anthony was very high

church, going in for ‘bells and smells’ and the altar

boys in those days wore red cassocks and white cot-

tas. Boys then were as boys now and there was

much competition to see who could swing the cen-

ser the highest and who could smuggle enough in-

cense into it to smoke the church out!

John’s family finances did not permit him to go to

university and his career as a scientist and mycolo-

gist was interrupted by WWII, in which he served

as a member of the Royal Army Medical Corps. Af-

ter the war he resumed his career and whilst work-

ing at Queen Charlottes Hospital met and after three

years of engagement married Norah.

John studied in the evenings, gained a BA in

Divinity, rose to the rank of Captain in the Territo-

rial Army, taught himself Greek and also kept an

allotment, making pickles, plum jams, plum brandy

and much sought-after meat pies.

He found time for other things however for he and

Norah went on to have five children.

With the advent of Rev’d. Hugh Warwick as vicar

of Long Marston, he trained as a reader and was ap-

pointed such in 1968, becoming a tower of strength

to the Church, first in the Long Marston and Putten-

ham parish and subsequently in the new Tring Team

parish, always willing to take awkward services

even where the new liturgy moved away from his

traditionalist sympathies.

It was invariably a joy to hear John preach, his ser-

mons were straightforward and to the point and he

was always able to expand and illuminate his texts

and to bring a modern relevance to the Bible stories.

He will be sadly missed by his family, his friends

and his congregations.

In Huw Bellis’s words. “John preached the Gospel

and John lived the Gospel.
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Parish Council News         by John Noakes  

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques

shop in Wilstone for 15 years, and are always

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-

ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.

armsonantiques@tiscali.co.uk
Our website is up and running and updated regularly.

www.armsonantiques.com
We are frequently on the premises, but to view the

stock a prior phone call is definitely

recommended.

The Old Post Office

34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts, HP23 4PB

Outlook for shop
FOLLOWING an open meeting to discuss the closure of the

shop and post office in Wilstone a steering group has been set

up to examine all the possible options in order to have some

form of shopping facility within the area.

(Incidentally I visited our sister village in Long Marston War-

wickshire three years ago.,t hey were faced with a similar

situation but for different reasons. When a small housing de-

velopment occurred within the village, it was made conditional

that capacity for a shop was included. The subsequent shop

was staffed by village volunteers with just one paid individual

to supervise the scheme. Is it worth a revisit? My comment,

not the Council’s.)

Post box and notice board on the move.
AS both of these are on private land and a sale could be immi-

nent, clearly another site needs to be found for them both.

A possible option could be near the Village Hall as this is a

well used facility and would give maximum use and informa-

tion.

Affordable housing setback in Wilstone
READERS will remember that the Council had negotiated

with the Developer that the project should be restricted to

eight houses, the reason being to cater for local residents only

and to keep car parking to manageable proportions.

Following a meeting between Dacorum Planning Department

and the Developer when your Council was excluded, it was

proposed to increase the number of houses to 13.

This was totally against the wishes of Tring Rural PC

A protest letter has been lodged against this proposition and

the fact that Tring Rural PC had been excluded from the dis-

cussion. We await events!

Tring Rural Environmental Group

( TREG)
A SMALL group has been set up to consider environmental

projects working with the Countryside Management Group.

As a start, the Group considered the management of the copse

at the end of the Wilstone Recreation Ground.

A group identified as many of the trees as possible. Some may

need to be removed in the future as there is overcrowding and

some are dying. No decision will be taken at this stage.

In the area near the canal, paths will be cut and a working

party is planned for Sunday 2nd November 10- 12.30.Later,

consideration will be given to introduction of certain appropri-

ate shrubs and bulbs. Look out for more information in the

next edition of Village News.
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Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  
of the month.  

 
Email:  

queenshead@ fsmail.net

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9.

No 34 Difficult
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Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: October 9th and 23rd.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Long Marston (Queen’s Head 14.50 to 16.20

The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter 
JUMBLE SALE REPORT….

YET another day of bad or uncertain weather. To be dou-

bly sure, we kept all the sale goods either in the Hall or the

marquee, providing a covered walkway between the two.

As always, the “Jumblers” arrived in full force (in fact the

queue started at around12.30 p.m. for a 2 p.m. opening! )

Business was very brisk with all sale areas very crowded.

We raised approximately £790 with a little more still to

come in. So well done, everyone!

Our very grateful thanks to all who gave of their time dur-

ing the week prior to sort the items, and again those who

worked so hard on the day itself, including our “tea ladies”

with their splendid cakes,. Also an extra thanks to every-

one who took bundles of jumble-residue with them in or-

der to clear the Hall. This was very much appreciated.

Light up a Life for someone special this Christmas

OUR Light up a Life trees and ceremonies provide you

and your family with the opportunity to remember and

reflect on someone special who may no longer be with

us.

If you would like to remember someone special with a

tree light and support The Iain Rennie Hospice at Home

this Christmas please contact: Fundraising on 01442

890 222, www.irhh.org

You are very welcome at our special ceremonies whether

the person you are remembering was cared for by Iain

Rennie Hospice at Home or not. Maybe you would like

to join us at your local ceremony in Church Square,

Tring, on Sunday 23rd November. The annual service

begins at 3.00pm followed by the candle ceremony and

lights at 4.00pm.

IRHH has been caring for patients and their families

across the Chilterns area of Buckinghamshire and Hert-

fordshire for 22 years.

Given a choice, most people will decide to remain in the

comfort and security of their own homes during the final

stages of a terminal or life threatening illness. By pro-

viding a 24hour on call service, our teams of nurses

make this possible. They offer specialist nursing care for

patients and support for their families.

There is no charge to our patients for the very special

care we offer which is supported by fundraising, dona-

tions and legacies and events such as Light up a Life. To

keep going we have to raise £3.2 million this year to

look after more than 850 patients we expect to need us.



Page 13 October 2008

Village News

Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to Pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn

Chapman. Both are Members of the British

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,

Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of

the Association of Pet Dog

Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926
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Pick your own by Andy Ashwell

Childminder in Long Marston, now

has vacancies

I am Tara Thirkettle Bsc OFSTED regis-

tered, CRB checked, ICP Qualified, First

Aid certificate.

Plenty of experience.

Please call 01296 662915

for details.

IT was breakfast-time and Florence was busy licking the last

of the strawberry jam from her fingers and shirt while Mummy

was busy wiping the rest of it from her face and hair. I

searched frantically in a cupboard for another jar which I was

sure we had. The nearest thing I found, amongst the mouldy

prunes and the squashed crisps, was a rusty old tin of straw-

berries sporting a, barely visible, best-before-date of August

2006.

Although Florence likes strawberries and strawberry jam, she

didn’t much like the out-of-date, brown, vintage produce that I

presented her with. I knew that we had a large punnet of fresh

(and expensive) strawberries in the fridge, but they were sup-

posed to be for later with our lunch-guests.

So, as she settled down to munch her way through £3.99’s

worth, of Tesco’s Finest, I flicked idly through the Village

News. An advert for our local PYO farm caught my eye and,

with their strawberries at a quarter of the price of my rapidly

disappearing stock, an idea sprung to mind. Our guests in-

cluded Florence’s boyfriend, Ethan, so perhaps their visit

could be extended to include a PYO starter course.

After a quick check on the farm’s location and a phone call to

Ethan’s mum, we set off to pick-our-own, armed with our wel-

lies and bags. We parked in the mud, grabbed a stray wheel-

barrow and some punnets and, once ‘lover-boy’ had arrived,

headed straight for the strawberry field.

The field was teeming with large, juicy fruit which we all set

upon in earnest and after a short while I had filled four punnets

to the brim. Our two junior members, on the other hand, had

absolutely nothing to show for their efforts apart from tell-tale,

bright-red clown-mouths and matching ‘Damien Hirst’ tee-

shirts.

Next we moved on to the raspberries and then on to the black-

currants which, although more difficult to collect, provided

further nutrition for the two ‘clowns’ and additional colour to

their costumes.

When the time came for us to pay for our spoils, we felt a little

guilty about our embarrassingly meagre harvest and we could-

n’t really deny that our two little, juice-stained jokers were full

to the gunnels with illicitly quaffed fruit. Fortunately the own-

ers of the PYO, being well aware of the ‘Pilfer-Your-Own’

side of things, have an ‘honesty box’ specifically provided for

people, such as us, to allay some of their feelings of guilt.

It was only when we were driving home that Florence’s mum

informed me that, when she was a child, she was regularly

taken PYOing by her mum. But, unlike us, her mum was a

seasoned PYOer and wasn’t as naïve (or honest) as us; she

used to go with the sole intention of feeding her family first

and collecting produce second. In fact, in order to maximise

her return, she would force everyone to start with the savouries

only allowing them to move on to the sweet course once they

were full of veg.

Once at home, and after a very light lunch, Florence helped

her mum to make lots of jam (but a little less than originally

anticipated) from the remaining fruit that had escaped our

juicy juveniles.

We’ve been back to the farm several times since and on our

last trip, along with three kilos of raspberries, we picked up

two enormous (18-inch long, 2½ kilo) marrows. At 50p each,

they were a snip and are now maturing as chutney (see Anna’s

recipe) in the garage. We’re also fully stocked with gallons of

lovely jam, so Florence should have plenty to spread on her

toast in future.

For more information on what to pick and when, visit the

farm’s website - www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk - and remember, if

you do go, take your wellies and some spare change for the

‘honesty box’.
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PARLEZ-VOUS FRANÇAIS 
Or would you like to??? 

 

Private French tuition for beginners, 
intermediate or those just wanting to 
improve their knowledge of spoken 
and written French. 

 
Tel: Linda Ellis  01296 661136 

The mystery of the classics

Our July edition carried two mystery photos and asked if any-

one recognised the car and the bike. Now the connection with

the Wilstone fête has been discovered.

IN answer to the question asked in the July edition of Village

News: “Do you recognise these classics?” - the mystery has

been solved. The photographs discovered in the Polaroid cam-

era that was given to the village fête have been identified.

The Polaroid camera was donated by Jean Burgess, a friend of

Vic and Chris Spratt. Jean recently moved her home in Bag-

shot to a flat, so had a good clear out of unwanted articles.

She wanted to give them to a charity rather than throwing

them away. Vic and Chris mentioned the Wilstone fête so that

is how the cameras finished up at the fête.

As for the vehicles, Jean’s husband Jim bought the Morris

Traveller new in 1961 after returning from working in Persia,

now Iran. Jim and Jean drove to Italy in the car that year for a

holiday with their two young daughters. They kept the car for

about 4 years, when it was sold to Jean’s step-father Charlie.

Charlie loved the car so much he wouldn’t take it out of the

garage if it was raining. In Charlie’s later years the car spent

several years in the garage until Jean re-inherited it a few years

ago. The car has since been sold and the present whereabouts

are unknown.

The motorcycle is a 500cc Norton International of 1950’s vin-

tage bought new by Charlie and inherited by Jean on Charlie’s

demise. The bike passed to Pete Caldicote, a motorcycle en-

thusiast and friend of Jim and Jean, and now resides some-

where near Bournemouth.

Players wanted

CADS is an amateur drama group, based in Cheddington,

which was formed over 30 years ago when the then new Vil-

lage Hall was under construction. We put on two plays each

year, usually either thrillers or comedies, although we

have just finished a Murder Mystery in support of our local

PTA. We try to give everyone the chance to participate on and

off stage, as they wish, and are currently looking for new

members to join us. So if you are interested, please ring Tony

Johnson on 01296 661342 for further details.
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial

& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements

No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 

Mobile 07768 222127 

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and
wrapped for just £5 per Kg – with no minimum order.

Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers**

Call 01442 540082 or 07527 026579 

Email iron@domestikate.co.uk

Fully insured

www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply
*within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts

** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household

Domestikate Ltd 

Ironing Service 

Registered Number: 6379767

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122
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The Recipe Page by Anna Ashwell

Marrow

Chutney

Marrow Chutney

IN keeping with the theme of my husband’s article this month, I have decided to include a rec-

ipe which includes ingredients that can be found at Grove farm PYO during October.

Ingredients:

• 1kg (2lb) marrow (peeled, cored and cut into small chunks – although I did not bother

peeling it)

• 2 tbsp salt

• 2 large onions, chopped small

• 300g (10oz) carrots, coarsely grated

• 100g (3 ½ oz) crystallized ginger

• 1 or 2 red chillies, finely chopped

• 2 tsp black mustard seeds (if you can’t find these use cumin seeds instead)

• 1 tbsp ground turmeric

• 750ml cider vinegar

• 250g (8oz) sugar

Method:

Put the chopped marrow in a colander and sprinkle with half the salt. Leave for 1 hour to let the

juices drain out, then rinse and dry.

Put the marrow in the preserving pan (I use a large, heavy-bottomed casserole) with all the other

ingredients, except the sugar. Bring to the boil then simmer for about 25 minutes or until the

vegetables are just soft.

Add the sugar and the rest of the salt to the pan, stirring until they have dissolved, then simmer

for about 1½ hours until the mixture is thick. Stir the chutney from time to time as the liquid

will tend to rise to the top giving the impression that it is never going to thicken. If you like your

chutney to be quite runny then boil it for a shorter time.

Ladle into hot sterilized jars. Mature for at least one month before eating.

The above recipe makes about 5 jam jars worth.

From medicine spoons to love

spoons a talk by Mark Davis.

The WI welcomes visitors to hear this popular speaker. Long Marston Vil-

lage Hall at 8pm on Tuesday October 14th. Visitors £2 including refresh-

ments. If you have an interesting spoon at home, bring it along for Mark to

see.
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Village View                       by John Painter 

Observations on Long Marston by Angus Munday

WE moved to Long Marston in January 2000, it was our mil-

lennium project. Prior to this we had spent our entire lives

roaming around the Chilterns, so it was with some trepidation

that we embarked on a move to the “flat lands”. This was the

vast area that we could see from the edge of our hills, where

there were no beech woods, or steep little dry valleys, or sud-

den vicious slopes. We rather like the fact that there is more

sky, and you don’t have to work so hard to get a broader hori-

zon.

The wild life is different too. There are no hedgehogs, far

fewer rabbits, but lots of hare, partridge instead of just pheas-

ant, hardly any grey squirrels. No jays or bullfinches, but buz-

zards and hobbys. Even the weather is different- there is an

almost constant southerly wind and fewer thunderstorms, (I’m

writing this in the hills above Princes Risborough with an elec-

trical storm directly overhead). There are streams everywhere,

not to mention the canal, whereas the Chilterns are largely free

from such things apart from the odd dew pond. Mind you the

village has been flooded at least twice since we have been

here! The whole area is altogether wetter than the hills and you

can get fabulously muddy!

Long Marston is still a proper village, not a dormitory, with

many of the residents working locally, including real

farmers! So many of the Chiltern villages of our childhood are

now almost London suburbs, only populated at night and at

weekends. When we moved to Long Marston there was a

butchers in Cheddington Lane, two pubs, a shop with a post

office, the mobile fish and chip shop would visit Wednesday

evening and Friday lunch time. Our son used to love trying to

beat the butcher adding up our weekly shop! Gone is the

butchers and the shop with the post office, time has moved on,

not always for the best.

There is still a wonderful school, which our children attended.

It is in some ways a traditional school with a sports day, which

has winners and losers, and even maypole dancing, and none

the worse for that.

Then there is the village show with its prizes for villagers`

produce, local stalls and races for the children.

All in all we are glad we discovered Long Marston, still a

proper village, and one that is friendly and welcoming. We

have decided not to move again, in fact the children will not

hear of it. We all think that this is the best place in which we

have ever lived.

The Gudgeon stream lock taken from the bridge using a very wide angle lens
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T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.

We also do turfing, grass cutting

and fencing.

All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167

MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 

7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

LTD

�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES

�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX)

�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS

& SERVICING

�OUTSIDE LIGHTING

�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING

�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES

�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT

FINDING

�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION

�PART "P" APPROVED

�FREE ESTIMATES

TEL ...01296 712776

MOBILE ... 07966 309846

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, 
HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, 
WEEDING AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  
01296 668310 or 07914 355180 
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead

Harvest moon
ONCE harvest starts new tales arrive with each load of Messrs

Nicholls damp wheat for drying. David, of Buckland, knows a

man who said that when the new moon is on a Saturday the

weather won’t clear for a fortnight. Well two weeks later, the

moon shone, and the Combines have been out. The yields

have been quite good but the quality has suffered. There are

new tests to be assessed. Fusarium Mycotoxins must not be

present in bread making wheat. The ‘Hagbergs’ have fallen,

the bushel weights are low and the price for “feed” wheat has

fallen below £90 per ton.

Another tale from Buckland involves a family of Wagtails and

a John Deere tractor. Mrs.Wagtail decided that behind the

seat amongst the hydraulic connections was the perfect place

to bring up her family. Nest built, eggs laid. David and son

Thomas decided she would have to take her chance. The trac-

tor made two trips to Middleton Stoney - Turney’s repair yard.

On returning Mum hopped back on the eggs. They hatched - 5

chicks. In between feeds the children went bale carting, being

fed when the Green Monster returned to yard. 4 of the 5 chicks

fledged successfully!

Alex Mead had a different tale. He could not believe what he

saw: one of his free-range hens was taken by a kite. No carrion

for this kite, he liked his white meat fresh.

When we are halfway through Combining we have to think of

drilling oil seed rape. Simon and Chris sought some assis-

tance for a couple of fields. Mike Gaymer of Mentmore

drilled 2 fields. What a machine. A tractor on tracks pulls a

cultivator, well actually it’s four cultivators with a broadcast-

ing drill on the back. The machine is satellite navigated! The

“man” in the satellite guides the tractor back down the field

leaving the correct width to be drilled later. The plants are

coming up guided by you know who.

A man in overalls has been to commission the oil press. No oil

for bottles yet but very optimistic.

The man and his apple press is pressing again - all those vita-

mins we will be so healthy.

At the time of writing (19th September) Simon is Combining

down the home straight. The forecast is good to the weekend,

fingers crossed. The dryer men, Chris and myself, are defi-

nitely looking forward to a long hot spell, for ever really, dust

free wheat going straight from field to storage untouched.

The only animals that enjoy the harvest are the geese, picking

up the grains of wheat as they fall off the trailers down the

farm road. I know what you’re thinking, Teresa counts them

before Christmas and after - so it’s turkey again.

Where have all the geese gone? Off to the harvest of

course - or are they just wary of Christmas?

(Picture of Great Farm pond by Roger White)

News from All Saints

WE shall be celebrating our Harvest Festival on Sunday 28th

September at 10am with Sunday Club. Bring and Share Lunch

at 12 noon. Do come and join us.

Pet Service, 10am 5th October All pets and owners welcome.

Toby’s Quiz Night takes place on Friday 24th October at 8pm

in the Village Hall. Tickets are £4 per person. Teams of eight

people, but do turn up even if you can not make up a team,

you can always join with others. This is a great evening and

there will be questions to suit everyone and lots of prizes –

if you haven’t been to a Toby Quiz you have missed some-

thing! (Do bring your own drink and nibbles).

Looking forward to Christmas, the Long Marston Christmas

Bazaar will be held on Saturday 29th November at 2pm. If you

would like a table, please contact Mags Severs on 01296

661021.

For Quiz tickets and other enquiries telephone

Carole Harrison 01296 668526.
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,

Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter

Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,

for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  

Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-

joying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 
 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
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IS the ‘wonderful land’ – meaning our environment and perhaps even

more importantly, a way of life – rural life – that I wrote something

about in last month’s Village News, now under threat as never be-

fore?

If you value a certain kind of rural living the recent news is perhaps

really very worrying. Local post offices closing, Wilstone’s village

shop closing, Tring’s recycling centre closing. And I wonder what the

development of affordable housing in Wilstone really implies for the

village.

Already, now long gone, is Wilstone’s village school, with the result

young children have to be bussed to school rather than walk. I do just

wonder too, if our local Vicar with his recent user questionnaire

might be worrying about the future of St. Cross Church in Wilstone.

Like the village shop, perhaps it isn’t used enough, so …. the rever-

end Martin MacDonald writes about “The part that the church could

and should play in the life of the village”.

Which begs the question, what is rural living? What is the life of a

village in a 21st Century South East corner of England? We all know

or think we know, what rural life used to be. But now?

We know that residing in the locality covered by the Village News

offers a beautiful, rural, largely peaceable environment in which to

live, meaning principally a place to sleep and enjoy ourselves in.

Few of us, I would guess, any longer work in our villages. We cer-

tainly won’t any longer, if we ever substantially did, be able to shop

in our villages. In Wilstone, we can’t school our children anymore in

the village and if we don’t attend the local church, we may one day

be unable to worship locally.

So what exactly do we mean by ‘living the rural life’? As I under-

stand it, living locally means to enjoy a wonderful environment

looked after and scrutinised by ever-watchful local folk and a place to

find some excellent entertainment in, organised again by a dedicated

band of local residents.

We could, if more of us had the energy and the time, possibly run our

own local shops and our own local schools. We could operate car-

sharing schemes. More of us perhaps could work from home. We

could then perhaps breathe even more life into our villages. Others in

the British Isles do all of these. But a crucial difference here is that

we are a pocket of countryside surrounded by large urban conurba-

tions, Aylesbury, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Hemel Hemp-

stead, Watford and High Wycombe. All with their shops and ameni-

ties to attract us. All offering work. All growing in size and all with

residents who want to visit our countryside, fish in our canals, walk

our paths, watch our wildfowl and eat cream teas in. But, and this is

crucial, not live in, unless possessing a car with which to get back to

the surrounding towns, to shop, work in etc. etc.

More worrying for those who cling to some notion of rural living,

rather than the rural urbanites who simply want to reside in a village,

is the growing awareness re the spate of recent closure decisions that

seemingly are being made concerning our villages by people who

predominantly live in nearby towns. Meaning, especially for us,

Hemel Hempstead. Administrators who appear to predominately

think as urbanites and not as rural dwellers.

Urban folk who expect to school their children locally, who expect a

convenience store nearby and a bus service to ferry them to the centre

of town. Many of the services indeed, that are being withdrawn from

villages like ours, because, rather than assess need, the needs of vil-

lagers, the need to preserve and encourage rural living, planners and

administrators simply assess economic viability.

Taken to a logical conclusion, crude urban ‘thinking’ would presuma-

bly have the country divided up into towns and cities (where ‘the

people’ live) and giant parks and farmlands (where ‘the people’ go to

play in and extract their food from. But, crucially, not live in ).

Which brings us back to affordable housing and the plans for it in

Wilstone. Like a car, it’s not just the purchasing or even the renting

of a house in the countryside that is problematic but the running

costs. It’s an increasingly expensive business to live in the country-

side, with little or no public transport, no shops, few amenities, and

little work. Rural living increasingly entails the use of cars with their

rising fuel costs.

I do hope the Planners have, or will consider how and at what cost,

the inhabitants of ‘affordable housing’ will manage in a village with

few local amenities or opportunities to work. Sadly, joined-up plan-

ning thinking, e.g., housing, transport, work, education, health ser-

vices etc, has seldom, except perhaps in times of war, been a feature

of UK policy making.

The challenge before us all in this ‘wonderful land’ living in a rural

community, is to think rurally, whatever that means and to be both

realistic and scrupulously honest about what it means, what we mean,

by rural life and how we wish to live in a rural setting. I am saddened

and concerned to see both the post office and shop close in Wilstone.

But how often did I shop in Wilstone? Seldom. I would be worried if

I read of cuts to our local bus service. But I have never used it.

I would be saddened too if the church closed but I’ve not set foot

inside since Christmas Day ( and even then there were only half a

dozen of us there – lots the night before ). How about you?

For me, living locally means enjoying walking, appreciating the

peace and wonderful countryside all around us, the good friendships

and the excellent leisure activities, be it the pubs, fetes, art exhibi-

tions, dances, BBQ’s, talks and of course in Wilstone, film nights.

Rural living hereabouts is great! And like the seasons of the year, it

is forever changing. We who live here, play our part (or not) in mak-

ing it so.

So, see you soon in the Village Hall or out walking the dog?

(! Ed)

The Bull by John Painter

We much enjoyed Jon

Lill's article on his experi-

ences walking around

This Wonderful Land

(VN Sept.)– we are

pleased that he finds it so,

as do so many of us in the

Parish. The Bull that he

mentions is a most mag-

nificent creature - we ourselves have often met him on our

way to Marsworth but have usually found him to be rather

more interested in the cows than ourselves! Indeed it is the

female of the species that we are more wary of – and NEVER

get between a cow and her calves! Of course, we always re-

member to treat any animals in the fields that we cross with

respect and that it is their field to graze, as well as our footpath

to walk.

The Bull often settles

down quite close to the

footpath – I enclose a cou-

ple of photographs that I

took a couple of years

ago, when he was kind

enough to pose for me.

Rural life: under threat? by Jon Lill
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ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   

Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
.

All mechanical repairs

Very competitive prices

All work guaranteed

Vehicles Collected
and Returned

at

No Extra Charge.

MOTs Available on Site - Welding -

Tyres - Wheels Balanced - Batteries

- Exhausts - Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning

Servicing and Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston

WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-

testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae

and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive,

messy dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it !

Division 2 Table Division 6 Table

Team P W L

1 Milton Keynes Park 18 10 4 313

2 Dinton 18 8 5 296

3 Long Marston 18 7 3 268

4 Abingdon Vale 18 8 1 267

5 Challow & Childrey 18 6 5 262

6 Oxford & Bletch. N 18 5 3 233

7 Bourton Vale 18 5 5 231

8 Tiddington 18 3 5 216

9 Bledlow Ridge 18 3 7 196

10 Leighton Buzzard 18 3 2 175

Team P W L

1 Wallingford 18 13 3 373

2 Bledlow Ridge II 18 10 3 311

3 Horspath II 18 9 2 299

4 Thame II 18 8 5 291

5 Oxford III 18 8 4 288

6 Long Marston II 18 5 5 218

7 Wolverton II 18 5 1 214

8 Bourton Vale II 18 1 3 148

9 Bledlow Village II 18 2 1 136

10 Stanton S J 18 1 1 59

Long Marston Cricket Club by Paul Dumpleton

THE season has finished at Marlins as we go to print. A successful consolidation in the higher divisions was the season’s aim

and the end of term report shows exactly that. In a very rain affected summer our 1st XI (despite being tipped in the league hand-

book for immediate relegation) finished a very creditable third in Division 2, bloodying a few noses along the way. The 2nd XI,

continuing to mix the blend of youth and experience, also played very well to hang on to a mid table position. The club’s annual

awards and presentation dinner at Mentmore on Saturday 4th October again promises to be a very busy one with much to cele-

brate from the 2008 cricketing summer. Next edition will give details of awards and winners.

Work at Marlins to put the ground ‘to bed’ for the winter months is underway – probably just in time for the long awaited Indian

summer!! Final league tables produced below.
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Local names and numbers 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,

Startops End.

Your editor for November 2008 will be:

Caroline Beevers

01442 823489

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:

Colette Bernard

01296 661172

Deadline for next month is

Thursday 16 October
for the November edition,

published on 1st November 2008.

We are on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Brian Rutt 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Emma Lennox 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 (new number)

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Rachel Mead 01442 823570

Cubs

Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

David Severs 01296 661021

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 851200

Team Vicars

Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Neil Brown 01442 825956

Angus Munday 01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Colette Bernard 01296 661172

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Wilstone Toddlers

Women’s Institute

Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  

delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668526 
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Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site: www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:

01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.com 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments

Tel: 01442 826932 Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

carpets ● oriental Rugs ● upholstery 
 

High quality professional service 
Residential and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk  

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:

Statutory Accounts

Management Accounts

Budgets and Cash flows

Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll

CIS, Corporation Tax Returns

Personal Tax Returns

Tax Planning

Brensham Cottage

Malting Lane

Aldbury

HERTS

HP23 5RH

Phone:

01442 851962

Fax: 01442 851962

E-mail:

info@sarahbuttars.co.uk

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF IRRIGATION
& DECKING SYSTEMS

For all your watering requirements and quality built decks.

Impeccable attention to detail and the highest standard of workmanship.

For details about our Grey Water Recycling
and Grey Water Harvesting

call David Jenkinson
01296 661103

email dj@in-x-scapes.co.uk www.in-x-scapes.co.uk
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From the Vicarage… by Rev'd Huw Bellis

Patronal festivals

– a focus for community life

SINCE I started reading the Harry Potter Books (and now

again as I am re-reading them as bed time stories to my daugh-

ter) I have been aware of the odd term which J. K. Rowling

uses for a magical spell to look after someone: she calls it the

Patronus charm. Presumably she is drawing on the concept of

a Patron saint which in traditional terms is a saint who has

been chosen as the special intercessor and advocate in heaven

of a particular place, person or organisation. The custom of

having patron saints for churches arose from the practice of

building churches over the tomb of martyrs.

Now, personally I don’t get on with the idea of a person in

heaven looking after you, or indeed of guardian angels. Fortu-

nately two of our churches in the villages move away from

that idea, because in Wilstone it is not a person but the Cross,

and in Long Marston it is all inclusive with All Saints. I think

these ‘patrons’ move us into a different way of thinking about

Patronal Festivals and we use a special day in the year to cele-

brate the life of a particular church and community. On Sep-

tember 14th (Holy Cross Day) some 90 people met in Wilstone

church to rejoice with the wider faith community and village

community that the church is here in Wilstone and to sing

God’s praises.

I believe that as village life becomes more threatened with the

continued closure of services such as the Post Offices it will be

ever more important to treasure such meeting places. On our

Patronal festivals we have the opportunity to meet each other

and to meet with God. The churches exist to do both of these

things. It isn’t just on Sunday mornings that the churches be-

come community focal points: Harvest at St Mary’s earlier in

the year was a great chance to meet and make friends across

community boundaries, and at the coffee mornings in St Cross

and Toddler Worship in All Saints the churches provide meet-

ing points during the week as well. We need to value these

place, whatever our background and belief.

In particular I hope that you will come and support the church

in Long Marston on Sunday 2nd November at 10 am when we

will celebrate their Patronal Festival on All Saints Sunday.

P.S. The church in Puttenham is in the enviable position of

being able to choose its Patronal festival because there are

five different days set aside to celebrate the Blessed Virgin

Mary. We usually use 15th August to celebrate Puttenham

church.

Changes afoot in the Tring Team Parish

FIRSTLY, I’d like to thank everyone who has offered their

prayers and support to me at the time of my induction and col-

lation as Rector in the Tring Team. Despite the silly sounding

title of the service (Jane always thought being induced meant

having your waters broken) it was a great occasion.

Secondly, it is with great pleasure that I can announce that we

have a new Team Vicar. The Reverend Joanne Wetherall will

be licensed as Team Vicar in January. We don’t have a defi-

nite date as we are awaiting confirmation from the Right Rev-

erend Christopher Foster as to when he is available. Jo will be

a Vicar with responsibilities throughout the whole Team Par-

ish. She will live in the Vicarage in Aldbury but will defi-

nitely be involved in the life of St Cross, All Saints and St

Mary’s.

At present Jo is an assistant curate and family liaison minister

at St Peter and St Paul’s, Godalming in the Guildford Diocese.

She is married to Simon and has two daughters. It is with

great excitement that we make this appointment and those who

were involved in the interview process are confident that Jo

will bring a lot to the Tring Team Parish and we are looking

forward to her ministry with us.

Obviously, if Jo and her family are to live in the Vicarage in

Aldbury, Jane, Eliza, David, Martha and I will need to move

out first. No one would want to share a house with us! The

good news is that the Diocese are well advanced with plans to

buy a new Rectory and sometime at the end of November /

beginning of December we will be moving to 2 The Limes,

Station Road, Tring. The Limes is the new development of

three houses next to the cricket ground. Life is going to be a

little chaotic with the move and without a Team Vicar but,

even though I’m now your Rector not your Vicar, I am still

around for any pastoral issues, please do call me. For other

things relating to the life of the village churches the church-

wardens, Andrew Minter, Angus Munday, Christine Rutter

and John Baron will probably be best placed to help. Don’t

forget that even though she is still in training Deborah Munday

is also around in Long Marston, and Jane Banister remains our

link with Long Marston School.

Finally, you may also have noticed that I have had an unusual

e-mail address. The picture of a fish is one of the earliest

Christian symbols so it was chosen as the name for the Chris-

tian Aid ISP. Over the years Fish has raised over £1 million

for Christian Aid but now find they cannot compete with

other providers and are stopping their service this month. My

new e mail address is huwbellis@btinternet.com and Jane is

jcbanister@btinernet.com. Please update your address books

and see if you can find other ways to support Christian Aid.
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The Committee of the Victory Hall present

A Fabulous 

Firework 

Display 
 

Sunday 2nd November
At Old Toms Meadow, Station Road, Long Marston

(at the junction of Station Road and Potash Lane)

BBQ, Sweets and Mulled Wine 
 

Entrance: Adults £5

Children (14yrs and under) £1

All children must be accompanied by an adult

Gates open at 6.15pm

Bonfire at 6.30pm

Fireworks at 7.00pm

Please do not bring your own fireworks.

SORRY, NO SPARKLERS

For information call 07742 292 116
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Horses helping people
YOU may have driven past the sign of a horse and cowboy

just outside Puttenham, and wondered what goes on behind the

gates. It’s the home of Horses Helping People, a therapeutic

horsemanship and Western riding centre run by Dave Johnson

and Debbie La-Haye with the help of our son Morgan.

Therapeutic horsemanship brings people and horses together

with the aim of improving a person’s physical and mental

health. Our horses are valued partners in our work, so we al-

ways make sure they are happy in their job. One of the main

inspirations behind our centre was the fact that we have spent

our lives

with horses

as our com-

panions and

we know

how benefi-

cial it has

been for us.

Therapeutic

horseman-

ship takes

that basic

idea and pro-

vides ways in

which horses

can help peo-

ple, often overcoming problems or disadvantages, in a safe,

rural environment.

So how exactly does therapeutic horsemanship work? There is

no short answer, as it works on so many levels. Activities

range from observing how horses communicate with each

other in their herd, learning to look after them and care for

their needs, to leading them and, where appropriate, riding

them. By taking part in these activities, people can improve

their own communication skills, increase their confidence, and

develop a sense of community and caring. Horses are also

great at developing physical skills such as balance and coordi-

nation, and reducing stress levels.

Who does it work for? We haven’t yet met

anyone who it doesn’t help. Maybe it

could help you, or someone you know?

It is very important to us that Horses

Helping People is a centre for the whole

community. We give Western riding les-

sons and run horsemanship workshops to

help fund our therapeutic programmes.

There are sometimes volunteering oppor-

tunities and also training courses for peo-

ple interested in therapeutic horsemanship

as a career.

We’re very proud of our team of horses,

ranging from Goldie, a two month old foal,

to Buddy, a 22year old American Quarter Horse. They are

specially trained for therapeutic work, and they all have indi-

vidual personalities which helps us to match the right horse to

the person’s needs.

Our horses do an incredible job of helping a wide variety of

people, but they

are expensive to

maintain. We are

funded in a vari-

ety of ways.

Some of our

clients are

funded by Social

Services or the

NHS. Others

can afford to pay

for courses privately -for example, mental health issues do not

only affect poorer families in urban areas – there will be peo-

ple reading this newsletter who know only too well that you

can have an affluent rural lifestyle but suffer from feeling

isolated or depressed. Nor, of course, does rural necessarily

equal affluent so sometimes we can offer sponsorship to help

people on low incomes who could benefit from our services.

As a not-for-profit Community Interest Company we are eligi-

ble to apply for some funding and we were fortunate enough to

get a grant this year from the Aylesbury Vale Community

Chest, which enabled us to buy a horse and equipment, and

sponsor places for Ayles-

bury Vale residents.

Such support is vital for us

to continue providing our

therapeutic services. One

way to get involved is to

sponsor one of our horses –

perhaps you belong to an

organisation or company

that could help? It costs

£1200 per year to keep a

therapeutic horse, and we

have sponsorship packages

of £300, £600 or £1200

available. Please contact us

if you would like more de-

tails.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about our work you

can visit our website www.horseshelpingpeople.co.uk or give

us a call on 01296 632680.

And finally – we are in the process of creating a garden for the

benefit of our clients. If you have any cuttings/seeds or plants

you would like to donate, either now or in the spring, we

would be very grateful and would be happy to collect. We

would especially like herbs, vegetables, fruit or cottage garden

type plants. Either give us a call or email

info@horseshelpingpeople.co.uk – plenty of manure avail-

able in return!

Tashunka, Dave, Debbie and Wag

New addition,

Goldie

Ellie-May

Morgan with Bilbo

who was purchased

with funding from

Aylesbury Vale

Photos: Horses help-

ing people


