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New articles welcome! 

by Ros Birkett  
ON Saturday 1st Septem-

ber Franzella Flowerdew 

and Yusuf Hassan got 

married at Aylesbury 

Registry Office.  The un-

ion of two cultures united 

families and friends of all 

generations in a moving, 

spiritual, fun, exciting 

event.  
 

It began on the Thursday 

night when the men went 

out for a meal in Tring, 

and the women came to-

gether for a Mehndy 

night. All the women had 

their hands painted with 

henna in honour of the 

occasion, and the families 

provided delicious food, after which we all had fun learning Indian dancing.  
 

Two days later at the Registry Office Fran looked stunning in her pink and blue sari, and Yu-

suf in traditional Indian costume, wearing a necklace that had been passed down for genera-

tions. In recognition of his Indian culture the couple shared some small aspects of the tradi-

tional four day Indian wedding rituals culminating in the couple competing to see who would 

be the dominant partner by stamping onto 2 clay pots placed before them, and it was generally 

agreed (especially by the women) that Fran won the contest, giving added meaning perhaps to 

the idea of “putting one’s foot down.” 

Special wedding for Wilstone couple    

 ‘Rod, Reel & Float’ event  for charity  
AN unusual sight these days, 

a fishing match without a pole 

in sight.  
 

When organiser Neil Wil-

liams had the idea for a spon-

sored fish to celebrate the 

60th anniversary of Tring 

Anglers, he decided it would 

be restricted to using the more 

traditional rod and reel. In all 

27 anglers turned out to fish 

the match at Wilstone raising 

money for Iain Rennie Hos-

pice,  
A rare sight Colin Reedman trying his luck.     Photo Village News. 
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St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any 
of these services. 

 
1 October (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

7 October  

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 

 

14 October 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 

 

15 October (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

21 October 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

28 October 

10.00am St Cross All Age Worship 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and  

Sunday Club 

6.30pm St Peter and St Paul Tring 

Leaving Service for Rev. F Mercurio 
 

4 November 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion  

Patronal Service 

Editor this month: Colin Moore 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE. 

Phone:    01442 890599 
 

Editorial Team  

Caroline Beevers, Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran 

Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore, Jill Walker 

Advertising Manager 

Colette Bernard 01296 661172 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 
 

IT hardly seems possible that I am preparing the October 

edition of Village News: what ever happen to the sum-

mer? We have again good crop of articles photographs 

and items to interest most. However we still need to at-

tract the younger members of the community to send in 

items. Have a go, we need your input. 
 

I must take my hat off to John Painter who took on the 

challenge of the Wilstone Village Photo. Believe me that 

was quite a risk but John has pulled it off and has pro-

duced a fine result.  
 

David Mead’s article reminds us of times past when 

many small branch railway lines existed with his account 

of the Alyesbury Cheddington line and Marston Gate 

Station. Even today such delights can still be found as 

Phil Buchi describes his journey on the Marston Vale 

Line. 
 

We are losing two of our most valued contributors, Jane 

Kelly who gave such mouth watering delights and Frank 

Mercurio who gave us food for thought. We wish them 

both well in there new homes and positions . 

St. Cross, Wilstone. 

Village News 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing 
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800. 

Deadline for items for our next edition  

(November) is Thursday 18 October 2007. 

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at 

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Village News’ 

www.wilstone.me.uk and click ‘Village News’ 

Church services 
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BUCKS County Council has announced that it has received 

more than 2,500 representations about its plans for waste 

disposal in the County, and 14,000 signatures on petitions.   

In a press release they said that they were “delighted” by 

the number of responses, which included government de-

partments and councils.  26 town and parish councils com-

mented as did local MP’s.  The press release added: “A 

large proportion of the responses focus on concerns about 

incineration as a treatment for waste, with frequent refer-

ence to health and emissions.  Other comments identify 

traffic, access arrangements, the local environment, or site-

specific matters as particular issues.  In contrast information 

about the range of other facilities described in the document 

received very little attention in the representations. 
 

“Initial feedback on the Plan from the Government Office 

of the South East (GOSE) is that more work may be re-

quired.  The Council welcomes this news as it gives officers 

more time to consider all the comments received and deter-

mine how the Plan can best reflect the views of so many.  

To give these enough attention, it is anticipated that the 

County Council may need to make changes to its planned 

timetable.  Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, Martin 

Tett said: “Thank you to everyone who has taken the time 

to get involved with this consultation.”  We will consider 

everyone’s views very carefully before proceeding to the 

next stage of the plan and eventually to Independent Public 

Examination.  There will be further consultation on the 

Waste Development Plan and we will be sure to let people 

know about any revisions to the timetable and will keep 

them up to date on how the plan is progressing.” 
 

The local group “ACRID” - who organised objections spe-

cifically to the inclusion of the College Road North 

(Buckland/Aston Clinton) industrial area on the list of pre-

ferred sites for an Energy-from-Waste (EfW) incinerator 

power plant - says that over 6,000 letters and forms object-

ing to this site were submitted.  Local MPs, all the nearby 

Parish Councils and Aylesbury Vale District Council all 

objected to the inclusion of site PAW4, which is right on 

the County boundary by the new A41 dual carriageway.  In 

addition, ACRID report that the Church Commissioners 

have decided not to sell to Bucks County Council 82 acres 

of glebe land adjacent to the proposed site PAW4 if it is to 

be used for an incinerator plant.  
 

A decision on site PAW4 is not now expected until “some 

time before Christmas”.  ACRID hope that it will then be 

removed from the list of proposed sites, but are continuing 

to prepare documents to support the case.  Their website is 

www.acrid.org.uk. 

 

2,500 representations on Bucks Waste Plan 

Isle of man EfW opened 2004 processing 60,000 tonnes and 

producing 10 % of the islands electricity.  

Could we have something like this on our sky line?  

See http://www.sita.co.im/ 

Unique village event  

was rounded off with a barbeque and plenty of suitable re-

freshment.  

On a sunny Sunday after-

noon Wilstone attempted an 

unusual event getting all the 

villagers together for a 

group photograph.  This 

was not to be a simple snap 

but a panoramic view made 

up of 3 separate photo-

graphs pieced together us-

ing digital technology . 

It required patient sitters 

and good deal of nerve from 

our intrepid photographer 

balanced precariously on 

some shaky scaffolding.  I 

am sure he should be wear-

ing a hard hat?  

You can see the result on page 14 and 15.  The afternoon 

John Painter in action.  
 Photo Village News. 

Sitting in anticipation!                         photo Village News.  
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What’s on... 

Saturday 29 September Parish Litter Pick  

 Wilstone and LM Village Halls at 2pm  

Monday 1 October 

Flower arranging evening with Neil Gurney. 

7.30 pm Wilstone Village Hall in aid of village church. 
Saturday 6 October 

Supper, Music  and Auction  

6.30 for 7.00 - Cecilia Hall Puttenham. 

Saturday 6 October 

Jazz night in aid of Chilterns MS Centre - Wilstone 

Village Hall 

Tuesday 9 October  ‘The Donkey Sanctuary’  

 8 pm - LM Victory Hall LM & Puttenham WI  

Saturday 13 October 

Annual LM Village Hall Quiz  

Sunday 28 October 

Children’s Halloween Party, 6pm - 8pm Wilstone Vil-

lage Hall 

Friday 16 November 

Wine Quiz - Wilstone Village Hall 

Saturday 17 November 

Jumble Sale - Wilstone Village Hall 10-12  

Friday 23 November  

Wilstone Film Night  

Saturday 24 November heArt of Wilstone exhibition  

Wilstone Village Hall 11am to 4pm.   

Saturday 24 November 

Church quiz at LM Village Hall  

Friday 14 December 

Wilstone Film Night  

Tuesday 18 December 

Carols around the tree - Long Marston. 

Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: October 11th & 25th . 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.10 to 11.30 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.35 to 12.35 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  13.15 to 13.35 

Puttenham (Church Lane )  13.40 to 14.40 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                14.50 to 16.20 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm) 

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 17 October, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 

Diary dates... THE   ART   OF 

FLOWER   ARRANGING 

 

A N E V E N I N G
w i t h

N E I L G U R N E Y

MONDAY   1 st   OCTOBER 

at    7.30 pm 

in   Wilstone   Village   Hall 
 

Tickets      ═ £10  each 

including   cheese    &    wine 

from    Village    Shop 

Or telephone:    01442 824394 
 

in aid of village church 

Parish Litterpick 

 
Come and join us at the Parish Litterpick 

Saturday 29 September 2-4pm 

Collect your equipment from either Wilstone or Long Mar-

ston Village Hall and then return with your filled bags and 

enjoy free refreshments provided by the Women’s Institute 

and Wilstone Church. 

 

We would like as many people from the community to join in 

as possible! 

 

For further details contact: Abby Fermont 01442-825352 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Tring Recorded Music  
Society 

meets every 2nd Thursday of the month, 7.30pm,  

at St. Martha's Church, Park Road, Tring. 
 

Forthcoming meetings 
 

11 October -   Composers in wartime 
 

8 November - Bach goes to town (DVD presentation) 

Bach in Weimer, Kothen & Leipzig. 
 

All welcome 
First time visitors free of charge 

 

For further information contact  
Douglas Brown, Chairman, on 01442 381150. 

THE  

HOUSE CHALLENGE  

2007 WILL BE 
 

THE GREAT BALLOON RACE  !! 
 

19th OCTOBER ON THE SCHOOL FIELD 

 
INTER HOUSE COMPETITION  

FOR THE HOUSE CUP AND SHIELD 
plus 

prizes for balloons travelling the furthest. 
 

Balloon Race Tickets will cost just £1.00 

And will be available from 

 

Tring School Students 

Tring School Reception 

Dennis’s of Tring 

P. E. Mead and Sons Farm Shop, Wilstone 
 

GET READY FOR THE COMPETITION OF 2007 SELL THE 

MOST TICKETS AND HELP YOUR HOUSE GET IT’S NAME 

ON THE TROPHY!! 

Registered Charity No.1022604 

Jazz night ticket recall !! 
 

For those who have already purchased tickets for the Jazz 

Night 6th Oct at  Wilstone Village Hall please could they 

contact Ann on 01442 823489.  

Unfortunately there was a mistake with the purchase 

price of these tickets.  

They are £20.00 per head, not £25.00 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Advance Notice  

of a 

JUMBLE 

SALE 
Sat 17 November  

10-12 am 

Wilstone Village 

Hall 

 
In aid of  

Youth in 

need  

(Tanzania) 
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What’s on…            continued 

Great Gap, Ivinghoe, 

Nr Leighton Buzzard 

LU7 9DZ 
 

Open from mid June to October 

30 different varieties of fruit 

and vegetable to pick your own 
 

Visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk

or ring 01296 668175  

for more information 

Special Services in the village churches 
 Sunday 28th October will be the Rev'd Frank Mercurio's 

last Sunday in the Tring Team Parish.  There will be a spe-

cial evensong in St Peter and St Paul Tring to which every-

one is invited to thank Frank for his time here, and to say 

goodbye. NB there will be no evensong at St Mary's Put-

tenham that day. 

 

Sunday 4th November is All Saints, Long Marston, Patronal 

Festival there will be a special service at 10 am. This will 

be the only morning service in the Team.  Closely related to 

All Saints, is All Souls and the commemoration of the faith-

ful departed.  There will be a service for the three villages at 

3.30 pm at St Mary’s, Puttenham where we will remember 

all those who have died.   

Toby Davidsons 

All saints 

Long Marston 

Quiz Night 
 

Saturday 24th November 

7.30 for 8.00pm start 
 

£3.50 per head 

Teams 6 to 8 people 
 

In Village Hall  

 
Bring your own refreshments 

 

Please contact 

Neil Brown 01442 825956 

CaroleHarrison 01296 668526 

Tring and the Third Age  
The new Tring U3A branch will meet monthly at The Red 

Cross Hall and will be a member of The University of the 

Third Age. The Tring U3A will operate and direct its affairs 

autonomously and will be open to all retired or semi-retired 

people who live in the town or surrounding area.  

A public meeting will be held at 10am on Thursday 11th 

October 2007 to discuss the finer details. Please come 

along. For more information phone either 01442 895150 or 

01296 696716 

Jazz Night 
 at  

Wilstone Village Hall 
with the 

 

Suzanne Mellard Quartet 
Playing Soft Jazz 

Saturday 6th October 2007  
Doors open at 7.00 pm 

Ticket price £20.00 per head  
on sale NOW  

at Wilstone Village Shop 
includes 

Canapé reception Two course meal  

Licensed Bar 
 

Volunteers to help serve 
the supper to  
table would be appreci-
ated. Please contact  
Ann on 01442 823489 

In Aid of Chilterns MS Centre, Halton, 
Wendover(Charity Number 800853) 
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Donkey Talk 
 

Long Marston and Puttenham WI 
presents 

 

The Donkey Sanctuary 
 

A talk by Maggie Taylor 
 

8 pm Tuesday October 9th 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
 

Visitors £2 including refreshments 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
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What’s on in Puttenham          

Thank you …… 

…… to everyone who helped in any way with the JUMBLE 

SALE on 1st September. We raised in excess of £830 with 

some more money still to come in.  After hall expenses, 

donations will be made to The Parkinsons’ Society and The 

Florence Nightingale Hospice. Aylesbury in memory of our 

late Puttenham Trust Social Committee Chairman, Mr. Dick 

Gibbs.  Our jumble sales are long but social events. Our 

thanks goes to all those who sorted during the previous  

week, were with us on the day and helped to clear away 

afterwards - not forgetting everyone who supplied us with 

jumble! 

TOBY’S CHURCH QUIZ 
Please support this event on Saturday 24th November, 7.30 

for 8pm at Long Marston Village Hall and help us to raise 

much needed funds for the maintenance of our village 

church. Tickets are £3.50. Please bring your own drinks and 

nibbles. Teams of 8 people. 

Contact Carole Harrison   01296 668526 

 Neil Brown 01442 825956 



Village News 

Page 8  Oc tober  2007  

In brief... 

TO LET 
 

SECURE, STEEL STORAGE CONTAINER 
 

SUIT SMALL, LOCAL BUSINESS 

GOOD ACCESS, CLEAN SITE 

PHONE 07710 420833 

Rector moves 
On behalf of our readers, Village News would like to wish 

Frank Mercurio all the very best in his new appointment as 

Priest-in-charge at St Martin’s Alfreton, Derbyshire and to 

thank him for the contribution he has made to our villages 

and to our magazine.  

All Saints-Sponsored Bike ‘n’ Hike 
On Saturday the  8th September our cyclists had a very suc-

cessful day and covered many miles between them – from 

Long Marston to Hemel Hempstead, Halton and Woburn – 

well done. The most churches visited by one participant was 

47! We managed to keep the Church open and manned all 

day and welcomed plenty of visitors. 
 

The day ended with our BBQ and Social in the churchyard, 

thanks to Huw and Jane for all their hard work. It was a 

lovely evening enjoyed by 20 children and many adults. 

Bonfire Night in Long Marston 
Following the success of last years event the committee of 

the Victory Hall will again be organising a bonfire and 

fireworks evening in Long Marston. This year it will be 

on the evening of Sunday 4th November in Old Toms 

Meadow. Watch this space and local notice boards for 

more information closer to the time or call David Severs 

on 01296 661 021. 

heArt of Wilstone 
The second 

heArt of Wil-

stone exhibi-

tion is draw-

ing closer. On 

Saturday 24th

November 

between 11am 

and 4pm you 

will be able to 

see the work 

of nine differ-

ent artists who 

live right here 

in Wilstone. It’s free to enter and like last year’s exhibition 

we will be offering refreshments while you browse a won-

derful selection of paintings, photographs, sculptures and 

textile art. Many of the pieces will be available to buy so 

you might find some good Christmas presents, 

There will be raffles and a percentage of sales go to Iain 

Rennie at Home and the Friends of Youth in Need. At 

noon we have guests representing the charities to introduce 

their work over a glass of mulled wine. Please come and 

join us. 

Local  artists.  Picture Village News. 

Litter pickers wanted 
(Free tea and buns on 29 September) 
 

TRING Rural Parish Council has organised a village litter 

pick on Saturday 29th September starting at both Long 

Marston and Wilstone village halls at 2pm.  A highlight will 

be free tea and cakes provided by the WI and paid for by 

the Council.  No previous experience necessary. Suitable 

for all ages who can carry a black bin bag.  Just turn up at 

2pm at the village hall of your choice to qualify for the free 

buns. 

Bats but not in the belfry 
 

Did you know that ALL SAINTS CHURCHYARD is a 

designated wildlife site? We have Great Crested Newts in 

the churchyard and bats in the church. 

Caravan refusal 
 

THE planning application to use a plot of land behind Pear 

Tree Cottage, Wilstone Green, as a caravan site for a travel-

ler’s family has been refused by Dacorum Borough Coun-

cil.  The Council said that the application had not met the 

criteria for a new gipsy site, and that in addition the pro-

posed access arrangements were inadequate.  The applicant, 

Mr George Purcell, has the right to appeal.                

“Our parents forget to tell us...” 
 

WE were pleased to note that some of the boys addressing 

the Parish Council meeting (see Council News) were aware 

of Village News, even though they said they were not too 

likely to have read it.  One youngster told the Council that 

“Our parents forget to tell us ...” when there was something 

for them on our pages.  Surely not!  May we appeal to all 

parents to put this right forthwith?  Seriously though, we 

know that Village News does not at present have much to 

offer the younger reader and we would like to do something 

about this.  If any young people would like to contribute 

either regularly or occasionally we would be delighted to 

have their items.  Also, if anyone who knows about these 

things (and clearly the current editorial team do not) would 

like to help us by editing a section aimed at younger readers 

then we would be delighted to have the benefit of their ex-

pertise.  Contact the editorial team on 01442 890599. 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

SOMEWHERE in Wilstone 

we have a 14 ft  monster 

sunflower. 
 

Come on Puttenham, Long 

Marston ,Astrope and Gub-

blecote  Can you rise too the 

challenge?  

Sunflower challenge 

ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS 
LTD 

 
�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES 

�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX) 

�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS & SERVICING       

�SHOWER & IMMERSION HEATER INSTALLATIONS 

AND REPAIRS 

�OUTSIDE LIGHTING 

�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING 

�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES 

�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING 

�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION 

�PART "P" APPROVED 

�FREE ESTIMATES

01296 – 712776    MOBILES... 07966 – 309846 

01582 – 668698                           07967 - 751001 

E-Mail... Dcelectricalltd@aol.com 
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Parish Council News         by Phil Buchi   

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 

shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-

ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034. 

armsonantiques@ic24.net
Our website is up and running and updated regularly. 

www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 

stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 

 

The Old Post Office 

34 Tring Road 

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts 

HP23 4PB 

AWJW SERVICES 

All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  

Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  

& Harrowing 
 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 

Tel: 01296-668977   

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com 
 

Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 

New Inquiries Welcome. 

The voices of youth 
 

PARISH councillors were very pleased to see seven local 

boys who attended the September meeting of TRPC to dis-

cuss facilities for young people in the villages. Each of the 

boys addressed to the council in turn with their suggestions 

before presenting chairman Cllr Mike Tomlinson with a 

petition signed by local children in support of the BMX 

bike track at Long Marston.  Cllr Tomlinson announced that 

the BMX track would be retained and opportunities would 

be sought to improve the site. There was no shortage of 

suggestions as to what other facilities the council might 

consider.  Ideas included a basketball net (for older chil-

dren), a kids football club and a small skateboard park (an 

example at Northchurch was cited).  The playground areas 

at Wilstone and Long Marston could do with some things 

for very small children too, such as a little seesaw, they 

thought.  There were no girls present (where were the 

girls?) so what they would like remained unknown, but 

some of the boys thought that girls might like a gym club 

perhaps. Best get your own ideas to the Council girls.  Dis-

cos, a youth club, fishing and activities which involve 

healthy exercise (!) were also suggested by the children, 

who offered to help the council organise a questionnaire 

and a web-site blog.   
 

Councillors suggested a special meeting for village children 

to discuss future proposals, and will also ask the Horticul-

tural Society and the Wilstone Village Hall Committee to 

consider including more events for young people in their 

programmes.  Dacorum Cllr Derek Townsend added that 

the borough council should be approached to assist in pro-

viding additional facilities or funding.  This session was the 

first real progress with the 2005 Parish Plan Action on the 

needs of young people in Tring Rural Parish, thanks to the 

boys who came along and spoke so well.  The Council have 

previously shown a determination not to let this go, so let’s 

hope it gives them a good start. 
 

Airfield: no help from Herts 
 

Not unexpectedly, another application to increase lorry 

movements from the Cheddington airfield industrial site has 

been received by Bucks County Council and notified to 

TRPC.  Having already objected to an application for 84 

lorry movements per day, another operator has applied for 

124 lorry movements per day from the same location.  The 

Parish Council also decided to object to the latter applica-

tion.  A substantial proportion of these trucks will take the 

route through Long Marston turning to and from Chedding-

ton Lane at the Queen’s Head.  Neither the road, the junc-

tion, nor the village are suitable for large lorries.  To try and 

find a more permanent solution to a perpetual problem 

Councillors will ask the highways authority to install a 

‘traffic calming’ chicane in Cheddington Lane, which 

would make the road impassable for large vehicles. 
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

 

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 
 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   

Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

Julie Nicholls 

Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 

Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 

Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 

The public inquiry into the various applications from Skim 

Milk Supplies to develop parts of the airfield will take place 

in January.  Local residents, and Tring Rural Parish Coun-

cil, will make representations to the inquiry.  Local MP 

David Gauke has also agreed to intercede. Parish council-

lors were outraged that Herts County Council has not sup-

ported the parish council in their representations, in spite of 

years of discussions and representations made at high level.  

“They really have no idea where we are,” said one Council-

lor about Herts CC.  TRPC will ask the Herts County Coun-

cillor, Nick Hollinghurst to intervene in what they consid-

ered to be a lamentable failure to act. 
 

Affordable housing tender 

The task of building the affordable housing scheme in Wil-

stone will be put out to tender in September.  Dacorum Bor-

ough Council will ask four housing associations to put for-

ward proposals.  The Parish Council will be involved in the 

selection.  Detailed designs will go through the normal 

planning process.  

Environment in October 
 

Mark Carter from the Countryside Management Service 

will attend the October 17th Council meeting to discuss 

with the council a Parish Environment Plan.  Villagers who 

are interested in this subject are encouraged to attend the 

meeting and join in the discussion.  The meeting starts at 

8pm at Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 
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Wilstone today is a thriving village. Its people generally 

have a good standard of living and enjoy quite a comfort-

able lifestyle.  However this has not always been the case.  

The Victorian History of Hertfordshire published in 1908 

described the village as “decreasing in population”, and as 

“this somewhat desolate hamlet”.  Much is written that sup-

ports this view, but analysis of the Census records for 1901 

provide very good evidence to confirm these observations. 

In 1841 the population of Wilstone is recorded as 407, in 

1861 as 455, and in 1881 as 563 [Dick Gomm’s History and 

other sources].  Its population today is about 500.  However 

the census records for 1901 list just 261 people in the vil-

lage of Wilstone itself and the occupations recorded in the 

census returns indicate a very poor farming community.  It 

is known that many such communities declined in the late 

19th century as farming suffered a number of problems and 

urban areas offered better paid employment. 

I have recently had the opportunity to look at the records for 

Wilstone from the 1901 census, and have been able to ana-

lyse them in some detail.  The statistical breakdown which 

follows is for the village itself.  Little Tring, Gubblecote 

and a few outlying places which were included with Wil-

stone in the census but later transferred to Long Marston (in 

1910) have been excluded. 

The records provide the surnames and forenames of every-

body living in the village, in each household, together with 

their age, marital status, relationship to the head of the 

household, place of birth and occupation.  Analysis of this 

information provides some interesting results. 

The population of Wilstone of 261 included four listed as 

Visitor, 115 (44%) were male and 146 were female.  There 

were 66 households – 80 properties are listed but 14 were 

uninhabited.  The number of children (aged 12 and under) 

was 86, just under a third of the population. 

The average age of adults (taken as 13 and above) was 39, 

the oldest person in the village was 81, indeed just two peo-

ple were over 80, both men, and five were over 70, all 

women.  There were seven single households and 46 in 

which children were living with their parents.  A number of 

adult children still lived with their parents, and in a some 

cases also the grandchildren. 

In 26 households there was no married partner.  There was 

one married woman whose husband was absent, 8 men and 

12 women were widowed, and there were four single 

women and one single man. In most of these households 

there were still children or other family members living 

with them, but in a couple of cases there was another unre-

lated adult listed. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly the majority of children were born 

in Wilstone, if not there was usually an obvious reason – 

often because their place of birth was that of one of the par-

ents indicating that the family moved to Wilstone after the 

children were born.  In 23 families at least one of the par-

ents was born in Wilstone, and in all but two of the others at 

least one was born locally – within a few miles, in most 

cases in other parts of Tring Rural or just outside.  In only 

two cases were both from a distance.  The publican of the 

Half Moon came from Barnsley, his wife came from Lon-

don – his name, Poppleton, is perhaps a little unusual in this 

area!  The other was the Police Constable who came from 

St Albans.  It would seem, therefore, that in 1901 most of 

the inhabitants of the village had grown up in the immediate 

area or married into it. 

However, it is the occupational details that provide the 

greatest insight into the circumstances of the village at the 

time. In over half the households the head of the household 

worked on a farm, three were farmers.  Others were in 

trades such as wheelwrights and bricklayers.  Women’s 

occupations were typically needle workers, housekeepers, 

and straw-plait workers.  Many of the working family mem-

bers had similar occupations.  Those of the wives and 

young girls were often not listed, but they may well have 

undertaken similar types of work to supplement the family 

income. Children under twelve were mostly listed as schol-

ars.  A small number of men worked as traders, and a num-

ber of women ran or worked in the shops.  There were two 

publicans – at the Half Moon and the Buckingham Arms, 

the only two pubs listed.  There was a Police Constable and 

two school teachers – one living at the Schoolhouse.  One 

man and a teenage boy worked on the canals.  Two women 

UK Census 1901, Wilstone results available now 
 By John Painter 

Straw Plaiting a common occupation in the area.  
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were described as living on means, one seems to have had 

an Annuity. 

The farms clearly provided most of the employment in the 

village.  Tradesmen not actually working on the farms 

would almost certainly have relied on them for much of 

their work.  Most of the other inhabitants either worked in 

the shops, or provided services such as dressmaking, or ran 

the local hostelries.  Straw-plaiting seems to have been the 

main source of employment from outside the village.  It 

The Buckingham Arms, landlord Mr Cartright and family 

would probably have been declining from the previous gen-

eration when at that time many children undertook such 

work, often from a young age.  However, it almost certainly 

still provided an important supplement to the incomes of the 

villagers. 

It is evident that at this time that Wilstone was indeed a 

very poor community. Most occupations would not have 

been well paid, many households probably only earned 

enough to cover the essentials.  One can see how the de-

scription of a “desolate hamlet” fitted well.  Clearly though, 

it remained a viable community, surviving the trials and 

tribulations of the day, eventually thriving to become the 

buoyant community that it is today. 

The most valuable aspect of the census records is that they 

provide an almost exact picture of the village at the time 

and while memories may fade with the passage of time, 

these records, like a photograph, provide a picture based on 

facts.  We now have the names of all the people in the vil-

lage at the time of this census, many of those names will be 

familiar to many in the village who have listened to Dick 

Gomm’s talks.  We also have a list of all the properties 

lived in but few are actually identified in the census, so we 

are now trying to identify every property and establish who 

lived there at the time. 

 

Great railway journeys of the world: 

Cheddington to Bedford via the Marston Vale line 
by Phil Buchi 
 

“TAKE a trip on this historic line that once formed part of the link between 

the university towns of Oxford and Cambridge.  The line offers a grand op-

portunity to view some wonderful countryside at your leisure and there is 

plenty of history along the way.”  The invitation from Silverlink Trains caught 

my eye at Tring Station.  The Marston Vale line? Never heard of it.  What is it 

doing there anyway? 10 stations between Bletchley and Bedford with amazing 

names like Fenny Stratford, Bow Brickhill, Apsley Guise, and Kempston 

Hardwick.  And all for £8.90 from Cheddington with an advance purchase 

cheap day return. Sold! 
 

Changing at Bletchley, the 2-coach diesel unit is waiting at its own small plat-

form to take us on a 40 minute ride through rural Bedfordshire.  The stopping 

places are small villages and hamlets apparently in the middle of nowhere, 

each with a level crossing and some with the original station house - distinc-

tive and elegant examples of 19th century railway architecture.  Most lines 

like this have closed long ago, but the Marston Vale line is a surviving fragment of an earlier railway age, and one still oper-

ated as part of the rail network, not as a ‘preserved’ line.  The countryside is pleasant if unremarkable, and the helpful bro-

chure lists walks, pubs and other places of interest near to each station.  And of course you also get Bedford thrown in for 

good measure.  An interesting county town worth a visit in its own right, with an impressive river frontage, grand public 

buildings, the remains of its Norman castle, good museums 

and a lively street market. 
 

All in all, it proved to be a very pleasant day out and good 

value for money.  The line does seem to have a real use for 

taking people to and from work and school in Bedford - let’s 

hope it can keep going like that.  Further information on 

train services from Cheddington Station or national rail en-

quiries on 08457 484950. We purchased our tickets from 

www.thetrainline.co.uk. No trains on Sundays though. Infor-

mation on the town of Bedford can be found at 

www.bedford.gov.uk/tourism.   Ten stops to Bedford! 

150 series DMU, named “Bletchley - Bedford 

150”, ready to depart from Bedford station. 
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Wilstone Village Photo  
Here is a preliminary version of the village photo.  Thank you all for cooperating to take this unique photograph of the vil-

lage.  As far as I can determine nothing like this has been tried before, so we really appreciated your patience while we set it 

up (I know it is real pain standing and posing while the photographer fiddles with his equipment!).  This picture is the first of  

Long Marston Cricket Club lead the way. By Paul Dumpleton  

Double promotion at Marlins in 2007 
 

A fabulous season for Long Marston has ended with promotion for both sides from there respective divisions in the Oxford 

Cherwell League. The 2nd XI, captained by Johnny Horn, are promoted from Division 7 as champions and will look forward 

to the challenge in the higher division next season. The blend of youth and experience on the playing field, produced some 

extremely creditable performances. The clubs 1st XI achieved promotion for the second consecutive year and will start the 

2008 campaign in Division 2. Steady and consistent performances throughout have achieved the highest ever placing in the 

Cherwell League for a Long Marston side. Ably led by captain Mike Lyons and his aggressive batting, the side scored some 

formidable totals in the year including the 314 for 6 wickets at home to Cumnor on the 1st September. 
 

The awards and presentation dinner at Mentmore Golf and Country Club on Saturday 13th October promises to be an ex-

tremely memorable occasion. 
 

The Colts end of season mini world cup competition produced an excellent days cricket supported by over 50 of the clubs 

juniors. The competition was won by a team representing the West Indies. 
 

The clubs ‘Wild Water Award’, for general cricketing achievement and sponsored by Tim Hamper was shared by Cameron 

McPhail and Hannah Sandy. 
 

Coaches awards for the individual age categories were made to: 

 
Under 9   Jamie Jeffery Under 15 Rory Miscampbell 

Under 11 Sam Bastin Under 17 Tom Joyce. 

Under 13 Neil Griffiths  
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The season ended with the club holding its single wicket competition for the Betlow Cup at Marlins on Sunday 16th Septem-

ber. In a keenly fought day of individual competition, the trophy was won by Paul Marsh who defeated Lee Beesley in the 

final. 

two versions .Both  will be available in the village shop in colour and  black and white for you to see and to choose which 

one you look best on! This  is just a preliminary version – you may spot a few flaws which will be removed in the final ver-

sion!  

 I decided on this presentation  to give the maximum image size, sorry if you are on the fold  Ed. 

Cherwell League D3.  Cherwell League D7. 

Sat 
25th 
Aug 

LM  1 v Oxford & Bletchingdon  (LM lost)  
Ox & BN - 222-8. Lee Beesley 5-70. LM 1- 180-10. Martin 
Wright 44, Harry Bowles 38, Mark Green 33. 

Bicester & North Oxford 3rd XI v LM ll  (LM won) 
Bicester & North Oxford 74. Adam Wells 4-19,  
Simon Vessey 3-30. LM - 77-0. Robin Gaymer 46no. 

Sun 
26th 
Aug 

LM 1 v The Gregory's XI (LM won) 
LM - 145-9. Lee Beesley 53no. The Gregory's XI - 111-
10. L Beesley 5-25, Johnny Horn 3-21. 

 

Sat 
1st 

Sept 

Cumnor 2 v LM l, (LM won) 
LM-  314-6. Martin Wright 106no, Mike Lyons 98, Paul 
Young 31.Cumnor  174. Pete Toovey 3-41, Mark Green 
3-43. 

LM ll  v Morris Motors Exiles 2, (LM won) 
MM  Exiles  174. Adam Wells 4-29, Simon Vessey 3-48, 
Johnny Horn 3-53. 
LM  175-4. Richard Adams 45 no, Brian Evans 36. 

Sat 
8th 

Sept 

Sandford St Martin 1 LM l, (LM won) 
Long Marston  275-5. Harry Bowles 124, Mike Lyons 56. 
Sandford St Martin  152 Lee Beesley 7-55. 

Buckingham 3 v LM ll, (LM won) 
Buckingham 3 -181, Adam Wells 4-74, Johnny Horn 3-23. 
LM  - 182-5. Robin Gaymer 83, Bryen Rose 42. 

Sun 
9th 

Sept 

Non League Match  Long Marston  v BBC Radio News (LM won) 
Long Marston 269-4. Harry Bowles 100 no, Paul Marsh 69, Rod McKenzie 33, Mark Green 32. 
BBC Radio News - 66 Lee Beesley 6-3. 
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Blackberries            by Andy Ashwell 

FOR most of my adult life I have been a minimalist gar-

dener, doing just enough to keep the place looking tidy. 

Essentially, this involves no more than mowing the lawn, 

weeding the beds and removing the brambles. It’s not that I 

don’t like gardening but more a case of having other priori-

ties and too little time.  
 

With an eighteen month old daughter I’ve already had to 

replace my drinking, socialising and sport with baby-

feeding, baby-playing and baby-sitting so the garden hasn’t 

stood a chance. 
 

Despite this I’ve still been able to fit in a little lawn mow-

ing, bush trimming and bramble reduction with Florence in 

the backpack. Unfortunately my back has suffered a little 

and consequently so too has the garden. In fact I blame my 

bad back for the catastrophe that has happened in our gar-

den. 
 

I first noticed the problem as I drove into our drive after 

returning from two weeks holiday. I could see hanging over 

the fence from next door masses of huge, great, spiky bram-

bles teeming with copious amounts of large, succulent, deli-

cious-looking blackberries. My wife was thrilled with the 

sight, so much so that she leaped straight out of the car and 

fetched a large copper saucepan that she frantically started 

to fill with the luscious, swollen fruit.  
 

I was much less enthusiastic and started to unpack the car. 

After five hours in the car I was tired and Florence was 

tetchy and intrigued to see what Mummy was so eagerly 

collecting in her nice big pan. More worryingly to me was 

the horrifying reality of the tragedy that was unfolding be-

fore my very eyes. You see - I don’t like blackberries or 

anything to do with them. 
 

It all started innocently enough many years ago when I was 

a small child. In our garden we had a large blackberry bush 

and two very productive apple trees. Times were hard, my 

mother claimed, so we had to be as thrifty as possible. Con-

sequently, every day without fail, she collected the black-

berries from the bush and the windfalls from the lawn.  
 

It was quite pleasant to begin with - lovely juicy blackber-

ries with cream and sugar and slices of apple (minus mag-

gots) every other day. As the season progressed, however, 

blackberries and apples appeared more and more often on 

the menu, eventually becoming an obligatory accompani-

ment to every single meal.  
 

As the family lost interest in the fresh fruit, Mum started to 

use the surplus to make other fruit-based delights. Her inge-

nuity was endless - she made blackberry pies and apple 

pies; blackberry and apple pies; blackberry jam, blackberry 

and apple jam; blackberry tarts, apple tarts, blackberry and 

apple tarts; blackberry and apple strudels, turnovers, flans, 

pavlovas and trifles. I think she even made blackberry and 

apple chutney, but by then I was past caring.    
 

At the moment Florence likes blackberries and I like plums. 

We’ve got three plum trees in our garden - but I think I’ll 

chop them down just in case. 

Blackberry facts 
Rubus fruticosus is the Latin name for the European black-

berry, also known as bramble. Blackberries have grown 

across Asia, Europe and the Americas for tens of thousands 

of years. Archaeological records show that European in-

habitants ate them as long ago as 8,000 BC. 
 

During World War One, children in England were given 

time off school to collect blackberries for the production of 

juice that was sent to soldiers to help maintain health. 

 

Today there are over 2,000 varieties found throughout the 

cooler regions of the world. Blackberries are more highly 

prized as a food in Britain and Northern Europe than any-

where else in the world. 

Blackberries are packed with antioxidants, including vita-

min C and ellagic acid, which may provide protection 

against cancer and chronic disease. Their many tiny seeds 

make them a good source of fibre.  

 

They also contain salicylates, a group of analgesics that 

include the active substance in aspirin. 

editor 

ORGANIC FACIALS,
Using “GREEN PEOPLE” products which are free from PARABANS, SODIUM 

LAURYL/LAURETH SULPHATE, LANOLIN, PROPYLENE GLYCOL, HARSH FOAM-

ING AGENTS, PETROCHEMICALS, SYNTHETIC FRAGRANCES AND MANY 

OTHER UNNECESSARY SYNTHETIC ADDITIVES 

common in many of today’s health and beauty care products. 

 A relaxing facial which lasts approximately 1 hour and consists of a cleanse, tone, 

exfoliation, 15/20 minute facial massage, a vitamin bursting revitalising mask  

and moisturise. 
 

ORGANIC HAIR & SCALP TREATMENT 
A 25 minute scalp massage using a combination of pure essential oils to give your 

hair and scalp an intense nourishing treatment.  Massage helps to stimulate the 

scalp circulation and increase the blood supply to the hair follicles. 
 

ORGANIC ANTI-CELLULITE MASSAGE 
An organic blend of pure essential oils to help stimulate and improve circulation 

and help reduce signs of cellulite and define your silhouette.  A 50 minute massage 

concentrating on those areas affected by cellulite and then finishing with  

a relaxing back massage. 
 

ORGANIC BODY EXFOLIATION PLUS BODY BUTTER 
Get your skin ready for summer 

 

CONTACT LESLEY WALSHAW  

ON  07791 668187 OR 

email  simplyrelaxing@hotmail.co.uk 
Treatment room in PITSTONE. Member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists. 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial 

& Industrial 
 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 

No job too small 
 

Telephone 01296 668257 

Mobile 07768 222127 

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

AIRPORT 

CONNECTIONS 

Mobile: 07836 272122 

Licenced Private Hire 

ALPINE 

NEED A HANDYMAN! 
House & Garden Maintenance 

The Summer is Here: Get all Those Jobs Done  
That You Just Do not Have Time For!  

 

Grass Cutting, Patio Cleaning 
Painting,  Tiling  

(BTec, CITB Qualified) 
 

Ref No Problem 
 

Reasonable And Reliable 
 

Call Gavin on Tring (01442) 381306 
Mobile 07731 047439 



Village News 

Page 18  October  2007  

AUTUMN is well and truly with us after an indeterminate 

summer – or has it just begun? If not it had better hurry up 

because the evenings are getting darker and longer; the 

leaves and fruit are falling off the trees; the birds are flying 

south; and the kids are back at school.  
 

Station Road is once again chock-a-block at rush-hour as 

the kiddies, dressed smartly in their nice blue tops and 

pretty dresses, skip excitedly along the pavement towards 

the school. The nice kind lollypop lady stands serenely by 

the road, lollypop stick in hand. Her composure and cheer-

ful demeanour hide the dogged tenacity needed to calm the 

over zealous commuters who weave impatiently over the 

road looking for a stand-off more suited to childish cow-

boys in the wild-west. 
 

But it’s not just the commuters who are being constrained 

against their will. During the summer months two of the 

goats, who have appeared on the big screen with Harry Pot-

ter and Michelle Pfeiffer, let their film-star status go a little 

to their heads. Unhappy with their lot and the quality of the 

grass in their own field, they took it upon themselves to 

climb over a five-foot fence (with barbed wire on top) to 

graze in the more attractive field next door. Unfortunately 

for them the appearance of a five-foot-two, solar-powered 

electric fence has now scuppered their antics - at least for 

the time being. Still, who knows how well solar-powered 

electric fences work during the overcast and short wintry 

months? Not that the goats should be worrying too much 

because, as bona fide film-stars, they’ll no doubt be more 

interested in crash diets and worrying about how elegant 

they’ll look in their new winter coats. In fact, they’re al-

ready dieting so seriously that two old nags have been put 

in the field with them to help scoff the excess grass. 

 

On the other hand, the three rams in the adjacent field are 

eating grass like it’s going out of fashion. If only they knew 

what fate befalls them, then I’m sure they’d be talking fran-

tically to the goats about how they can scale a five foot 

barbed-wire fence. 

It’s not all bad news for the animals though. Nine sweet 

little chicks have just hatched and we got there just in time 

to have a little cuddle and a gentle stroke. There’s also a 

pretty little black calf with a white face, the result of a large 

scary bull’s visit last December, which can be seen in an-

other of the fields. I thought back then that the bull looked 

rather pleased with himself. In fact two others from his 

harem are also looking suspiciously plump and may well 

produce as we go to print. 
 

So, only time will tell if the electric fence will work in the 

dark; if the sheep will learn how to climb the fence; if the 

goats will look smart in their new coats and if those other 

two cows aren’t just fat. 

Autumn  by Andy Ashwell 

MG line up 

This amazing line up of MGs from across the ages was put together by car enthusiasts from just one village and one 

MGB is absent!                Photo Village News. 
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Sudoku Corner has been running for some con-

siderable time and the puzzles are not getting 

any easier.  So it maybe it’s time to offer some 

guidance.  Where do we start?  Take the left 

hand column of boxes.  The 2 must occur in the 

left hand column and can only occur in row 4.  

Now look at the top row of boxes.  We can add 

an 8 at row 1 Column 4. 
 

All empty cells can contain the digits 1 to 9 but 

these are constrained by the cells which already 

contain digits. So the cell row 1 column 1(from 

the top left) can only contain 5 or 7 and cell row 1 column 2 

can only contain 3, 5 or 7.  If we are lucky we may find a 

cell that can contain only one digit.  If not examine each 

row column or box for cells containing a unique digits. 
 

Examine each row, column or box for pairs or triples.  A 

pair is two common digits spread over two cells, such as 

45, 45.  A triple is three common digits spread over three 

cells, such as 134, 34 ,13. Think about a quad. Removed the 

digits from other cells in the row column or box.  
 

Examine each row or column in a box for two or more 

unique digits. That digit can be eliminated from the rest of 

the row or column.  
 

After eliminating a digit always re-examine the cells in each 

row column or box for any unique digits.  Good luck.  
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Sudoku Corner                                                             by Colin Moore 

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every 
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9.  

No 26 Difficult 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 
.

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 
 

Vehicles Collected  
and Returned - 

at 

No Extra Charge. 
 

MOTs Available on Site - Welding -  

Tyres - Wheels Balanced - Batteries -  

Exhausts.– Diagnostic Tuning - 

Air Conditioning  

Servicing and Repairs  

 

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
 Mobile: 07860 847328 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Maston 
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Wagon train for Marston Gate 

I WAS discussing 

various tales I had 

heard about the old 

railway line from 

Cheddington to Ayles-

bury.  “Well,” says 

Margaret Stearn of 

Boarscroft Farm, “you 

know that Karen is 

related to the last Sta-

tion Master!”  It turns 

out that Karen 

(pictured working at 

the Farm Shop) is 

great grand-daughter 

to Jack Rogers.  He 

lived in the station 

house which stood on 

pillars to bring it level 

with the platform. Un-

fortunately the platform 

was not high enough 

for the carriages.  A 

design fault.  So Mr Rogers built some wooden steps which 

he could move into position to help any passengers as re-

quired.  The space under the house was not wasted; this is 

where kept his chickens.  On one occasion he was cycling 

past the church and was heard muttering: “They will have to 

wait!”  He had seen the steam and smoke as the engine left 

Cheddington and realised he would not be back in time to 

open the level-crossing gates.  Apparently two maintenance 

men walked the line from Cheddington to Aylesbury every 

day and then rode back at the end of the day.  This was in 

all weathers.  I don’t know who was responsible penning 

any sheep and cattle that arrived in the siding.  A real ‘jack-

of-all-trades’ if Mr Rogers or his porters did the job.  I ex-

pect that the farmer who owned the stock would be in-

formed.  

 

Some of the cattle would have had quite a journey.  Marga-

ret tells me her father, Frank Bunker, was a farmer but also 

a cattle dealer, going to market most days of the week with 

Margaret acting as driver.  Mr Bunker would also go to 

Ireland buying cattle.  This was a regular trade; cattle 

brought to finish on English farms.  The cattle were loaded 

onto the boat and shipped across the sea.  They had to be 

driven into cattle wagons and dispatched by train to all 

parts.  Mr Bunker sent some to markets, perhaps Banbury or 

Northampton. Selected ones would end up at Marston Gate 

Station to be finished on his farm at Boarscroft.  The station 

master at Cheddington was senior to Mr Rogers and would 

travel down the line to keep an eye on Marston Gate.  I 

don’t expect he would herd cattle. 

 

Today (13th September) they have announced another out-

break of foot and mouth in Surrey.  I hope it can be con-

trolled. Cattle will soon have to be brought into yards for 

the winter.  There are many sales as sheep and cattle come 

down off the hills in Wales and Scotland.  There would 

have been these problems in Mr Bunker’s time, but this 

year because of the big jump in the price of corn, cattle feed 

has shot up too. 

 

Dare I wish for a little rain?  Simon has drilled the oil seed 

rape.  It’s placed in the top inch, which has dried out.  I 

spoke to Matt Kempster.  His doctor tells him he could start 

work in one month, after his course of physiotherapy.  He 

must be a very tough young man. 

 

I saw a programme about great journeys and it told us that 

in the Middle Ages they had mild winters and warm sum-

mers.  Global warming.  Was there re-cycling advice in the 

Domesday Book? 

The agricultural story line...                       by David Mead 

Jack Rogers Great Granddaughter 

Karen  

Marston Gate Station  1839 - 1963.  
Photo courtesy of  www.hertfordshire-genealogy.co.uk/ 

An Aylesbury train in the branch platform at Cheddington.
(Photo courtesy of Buckinghamshire County Council).  
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The Natural Lift Facial Massage  Organic Facials 

Organic Anti-Cellulite Massage  

Organic Body Exfoliation & Body Butter 

Aromatherapy Swedish Massage   Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage Manicure  Pedicure 

Auricular Therapy (Hopi Ear Candles) Body Wrap 

Hawaiian Massage  Massage for Pregnancy 

Reflexology for Infertility in Males & Females 

 

Holistic seated upper body massage (on-site massage at 
your place of work) 

 

Contact   LESLEY   WALSHAW  M.I.C.H.T.   ON 

 07791 668187 

simplyrelaxing@hotmail.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFERS EVERY MONTH 

 TREATMENT  ROOM  IN PITSTONE  

MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 

7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 

The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque Approved Quality Wines by the bottle 
or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
To Reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that 
Continues to retain that traditional pub atmosphere. 
With the original flagstone floor, exposed wooden 
beams and the open fire place,  
this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. 
Our menu offers a choice of light bites or traditional 
pub grub sourced from local farms  
and butchers. 
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you 
Quiz First Sunday of the Month Email 

queensheadig) fsmail.net

Richard Millers open mic night  
last Monday of the Month 
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Rashidi clothes 

following the acci-

dent, I would have 

cried. His clothes 

were ripped and 

covered in so much 

blood.  
 

Soon, Theo, a 

nurse and Rashidi 

began a 5 hour 

drive to a better 

equipped hospital. 

Rashidi lay in the back of the car, and they tried to keep him 

as comfortable as possible whilst driving on very poor qual-

ity roads.  
 

Rashidi spent the next week in a private hospital on a drip. 

He told me he was coughing up dried blood and that he was 

only able to walk about 20 steps before he felt very tired. 

His mood was very low, but he was very grateful for all the 

well wishes from everyone here in the UK. He had X-rays 

and an ultrasound, which concluded the internal bleeding 

had stopped and all his major organs were fine. He had cuts 

and bruises, and the doctors thought the pain from his chest 

was probably due to being crushed by other people involved 

in the accident. Rashidi needed some pain killers and antibi-

otics, but that he would recover. Rashidi later told me that 

he had refused a blood transfusion in the first hospital as he 

was concerned about the risk of contracting AIDS.  
 

Finally, he was discharged, and Rashidi and Theo made the 

long journey to Dar Es Salaam, visiting his family to tell 

them of the accident before travelling back to Arusha. 

Rashidi has now to complete his course of painkillers and 

antibiotics and is recuperating at home.  
 

This has highlighted to me that living in Africa is like living 

in another world. Rashidi was in hospital alone for 3 days, 

waiting for Theo to come. No-one in Tanzania had enough 

money to enable Theo to start his journey, and he had to 

wait for the money to be transferred from the UK - what 

would have happened if there was no money to be trans-

ferred from the UK? It simply doesn’t bear thinking about. 

Whilst in hospital Theo had to provide the food for Rashidi 

(he took him porridge) as unlike our hospitals there is no 

food available for patients. There is no National Health Ser-

vice or equivalent and so we had to pay some very large 

medical bills. If you or your family don’t have money to 

pay medical bills, you don’t receive treatment, so for a lot 

of people this simply means you die… unbelievable. 
 

So to finish off, Rashidi would like to say ‘Thank you’ to 

all of you for your kind thoughts and get well messages. I 

would also to thank everyone who has made a donation to 

help pay for Rashidi’s medical treatment and to help us 

cover all the other costs that were associated with this terri-

ble incident, such as the petrol for the car, Theo’s food and 

accommodation whilst Rashidi was in hospital, the nurse 

who travelled in the car to the second hospital, and so on.  
 

Thank you.  

IT’S been a very worrying past few weeks. Our social 

worker in Tanzania, Rashidi Sokolo, was involved in a seri-

ous road accident that killed 3 people and injured many 

more. He was seriously injured and, as a result, has received 

urgent medical attention in two hospitals over the course of 

several days. 
 

The road accident occurred in a remote part of southern 

Tanzania, whilst Rashidi was travelling on a mode of trans-

port known locally as a “dalla dalla”. This is a kind of Toy-

ota van/minibus which forms a very popular part of the 

public transport system in Tanzania. They are not usually 

very roadworthy and people squeeze into them until they 

are jam packed with passengers. Seatbelts are unheard of! 
 

One of the boys from the project, Ahmed, had been diag-

nosed with tuberculosis. As he couldn’t stay at our centre 

with the illness, it was agreed that he return to his family, in 

Iringa over 800km away. Rashidi accompanied Ahmed all 

the way to his village, made sure that he had settled in be-

fore catching the ‘dalla dalla’ back from the village into the 

nearby town. On Friday evening the ‘dalla dalla’ he was 

travelling on was involved in a collision with a lorry. Luck-

ily, all Rashidi can remember is the ‘dalla dalla’ rolling 

over. He cannot remember how he got from the accident 

scene into hospital. 
 

The first I knew about it was when I received a phone call 

from the hospital on the Saturday morning. Dr Emmanuel 

explained to me that Rashidi had been brought into the hos-

pital the previous evening unconscious. They had moni-

tored him during the night and thankfully, Rashidi had re-

gained consciousness that morning. Although very weak, 

Rashidi was able to give the doctor the phone numbers for 

myself and for Theo Mshabaha, our Project Manager in 

Tanzania, so the hospital could contact us. 
 

Dr Emmanuel said that  Rashidi had lost a lot of blood, he 

had some internal bleeding, and they had put him on a drip 

and that someone had to be with him as soon as possible. It 

was at this point that the doctor also told me that 3 people 

had died in the accident. Fifteen other people had been in-

jured and brought to the same hospital, as it was nearest to 

the accident scene. However, it was a small local mission-

ary hospital and they did not have the appropriate medical 

equipment needed to establish the extent of Rashidi’s inju-

ries. Rashidi needed to be transferred to a better equipped 

hospital as a matter of urgency. 
 

We agreed Theo would travel to Iringa , but he didn’t have 

enough money to pay for the petrol and food required for 

the journey so he would not be able to leave until Monday,  

the earliest day money could be transferred. Theo was able 

to borrow a car from a friend and began his journey at 9am 

on Monday morning. He arrived in Iringa at 1am on Tues-

day morning. Although he was tired, he went straight to the 

hospital, but as it was so late he was not allowed to see 

Rashidi. 
 

Eventually, Theo, was able to see Rashidi on Tuesday 

morning. He was weak and had considerable pain in his 

chest. Theo told me later that if I had seen the state of  

News from Tanzania  by Sarah Hen-

Hill top view of Iringa.  
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium         Secondary   Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Established 200 years 

K.Y.GREEN 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Monumental Masons 

 

29 Cambridge Street, 

Aylesbury, Bucks.  

HP20 1RP 
 

For personal attention and advice phone 

01296 – 482041 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Marsh Road, Little Kimble. 

Golden Charter 

Pre-payment Plans Available 
 

Please contact us, without obligation, 

 for your free brochure 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  

Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-

joying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 
 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
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What’s the recipe today, Jane?   

GRAPE 

BAVAROIS 

by Jane Kelly 

This is my last recipe. Shortly after this Village News is delivered “The Kellys” will be leav-

ing for their new home in Cornwall. I hope you have enjoyed reading and trying my recipes. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed researching and sharing them with you. Apparently some of them 

have become firm favourites in several households!!! 
 

This leaves a vacancy and I am sure the Editors will be very happy to hear from anyone who 

would like to contribute. Best wishes to my successor/s.  
 

Anyway goodbye and I hope you enjoy this one. A very uncomplicated desert using store 

cupboard ingredients.  
 

What you need 

 

1. 1 packet lemon jelly 

2. 1 tbsp lemon juice 

3. ½ lb green grapes 

4. ¼ pint (150ml) milk 

5. 1 level tbsp custard powder 

6. 2 level tbsp caster sugar 

7. 5 fl oz carton double cream. 

 

What you do 
 

1. Divide jelly tablet in 2. 

2. Place half of the jelly  in a measure and make up to ½ pint (300ml ) with hot 

water. Stir until dissolved and leave until the consistency of unbeaten egg 

white. 

3. Peel (yes I do mean this!) and deseed the grapes and fold into the half set 

jelly. Spoon into a mould and refrigerate. 

4. Make the custard according to the instructions on packet with the custard 

powder, milk and sugar. Leave to cool, stirring occasionally to prevent a 

skin forming. 

5. Melt the remaining ½ jelly in ¼ pint (150ml) boiling water and leave to 

cool. 

6. Whip the cream lightly and fold in custard. 

7. Whisk the jelly and fold into the cream mixture. 

8. Spoon over the set jelly in the mould. 

9. Leave to set completely and un-mould onto a serving dish and garnish with 

small bunches of frosted grapes (dip grapes into unbeaten egg white then 

roll in caster sugar leave to harden on greased proof paper) 

Carrots or Art ? 
 

WITH the forthcoming heArt of Wilstone exhibition  

in November can we look forward to some of natures 

art? 

Do go along to the exhibition in Wilstone Village Hall 

and see the wide range of Arts on display. All created 

by local people. You may find something to your taste 

and maybe make a purchase.  
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A.J.Waring

Carpentry Services
Fully Qualified Local Carpenter 

All aspects of commercial 

& domestic carpentry considered 

 

Get someone else to do all those jobs 

 you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages! 

Phone Andy 

(01525) 240691 

Your local and friendly private hire taxis 
 

Do you like good quality service with a difference? 
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers 

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys? 

We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages 
Business/private accounts welcome 

For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk 
To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call: 

01296 661999 

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions 
Conversions 
Refurbishments 

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970 
 

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 
Domestic and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST 

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   

 Statutory Accounts 

 Management Accounts 

 Budgets and Cash flows 

 Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll 

 CIS, Corporation Tax Returns 

 Personal Tax Returns 

 Tax Planning 

Brensham Cottage 

Malting Lane 

Aldbury 

HERTS 

HP23 5RH 

 

Phone:  

01442 851962 

Fax: 01442 851962 

E-mail: 

info@sarahbuttars.co.uk 

T & S TREECARE 
 

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.   

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed. 

We also do turfing, grass cutting  

and fencing. 

All garden rubbish removed. 

Mini Digger for hire  

 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

 

Tel 01296 662167 
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ON October 30, 2000, I was licensed by the Bishop of Hert-

ford as Rector of the Tring Team.  I am coming to the end 

of my 7 year agreement so the time is right for me to move 

to another ministerial position. 
 

Looking for Anglo-Catholic churchmanship and being 

closer to family will mean moving from this Diocese of St. 

Albans where it has been a blessing to me to have minis-

tered for 18 years. 
 

In June, the Bishop of Derby, The Right Reverend Alastair 

Redfern, asked me to consider moving to the parish of St. 

Martin’s church, Alfreton, between Chesterfield and Derby. 

He has offered, and I have accepted his invitation to be 

Priest-in-Charge of that parish. 

My last services in this parish will be on Sunday, October 

28 and Carolyn and I will leave Tring sometime in Novem-

ber (depending on work being completed in the vicarage in 

Alfreton). My licensing will be on Saturday, Dec 1.  This 

will provide the opportunity for me to work through the full 

season of Advent with the congregation. 
 

Since being here, it has been a great privilege to have been 

invited into your homes to share in the excitement, traumas, 

frustrations and joys in your lives. There have been many 

weddings, funerals, Baptisms and community events. 

I have been fortunate to have been able to work in this par-

ish with so many lay ministers and priests as colleagues and 

friends.   
 

The ministers, past and present parish wardens, and church 

wardens throughout the 5 churches in this Team are dedi-

cated, willing people with generosity of spirit, a heartfelt 

love for their churches and communities, and a genuine love 

of working for God’s honour and glory. 
 

Each village and each church in the Tring Team: All Saints-

Long Marston, St. Cross-Wilstone, St. John the Baptist-

Aldbury, St. Mary’s-Puttenham, St. Peter & St. Paul-Tring, 

each has a character and spirit of its own.  I think we are 

more aware of each other and the similarities that we share 

regardless of distance or size of community or church.  

While there have been some huge struggles there have also 

some huge successes. 
 

Carolyn and I have been overwhelmed by your generosity 

and tremendous support for our friends in the Sudan. They 

will continue to remember you in prayer.  

 

We will miss the churches, the area, and certainly the 

friendship of so many people throughout the Team.  In the 

intercessions at the Eucharist there is a section where we 

remember in prayer our families, friends and neighbours.  It 

is there that we will remember you. 

St Martin’s Alfreton.  

THE photograph shows Sheila Reedman with Derek 

Fowlds the well known actor taken at The Lion's Fete at 

Berkhamsted on August Bank Holiday Monday. 
 

Both Sheila and Derek were pupils at Victoria School in 

Berkhamsted in the late 1940s (as was Colin Reedman 

who took the photo). This was the first time they had met 

in 60 years, both now being in their 70s. 
 

Derek, who was guest of honour at the Fete will be re-

membered as ‘Mr Derek’ in the popular children's show 

‘Basil Brush’. His most famous roles were as Bernard 

Woolley in ‘Yes Minister’ and ‘Yes Prime Minister’. He 

now stars in the long running comedy drama series 

‘Heartbeat’ as Oscar Blaketon, having been the crusty 

police sergeant, then the postmaster and currently the 

licensee of the pub. 
 

Surprisingly Derek recognised Sheila after all these years 

which very much made her day. 

School friends reunited   by Colin Reedman 

Shelia Reedman with actor Derek Fowlds. 

From the Rectory…           by Rev’d  Frank Mercurio 
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 

 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Brian Rutt                         0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Emma Lennox             0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228 666 

Call the police if you see the crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Allyson Alford                        01442 890705 

Cubs 

Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

David Severs  01296 661021 

 

Rector 
Rev’d Frank Mercurio               01442 822170 

Team Vicars 

Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200 

Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953 

Churchwardens 

Long Marston All Saints: 

Neil Brown       01442 825956 

Angus Munday                        01296 660303 

Wilstone St. Cross: 

Andrew Minter  01442 823605 

Puttenham St Marys: 

Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

 

Tring Crime Prevention Panel 

(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Colette Bernard  01296 661172 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton   01296 668112 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Alison Munt                            01296 662282 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                         020 7219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781 

 

Pet Dog Training 

Ann Clarke      01296 624330 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Whitchurch Morris Men          

 Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Colin Reedman     01442 822031 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Kerie Ivory                            01442 822117 

Women’s Institute 

Pam Edmonds                        01296 661370 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 

delivered this Village News to every home in 

the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 

Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End. 
 

Your editor for NOVEMBER will be: 

Phil Buchi 

01442 890599 

 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

Our Advertising Manager is: 

Colette Bernard 

01296 661172 

 

Deadline for next month is  

Thursday 18 October   
for the November edition,  

published on 1st November 2007. 

 

We are on line at:    

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Village View                               by John Painter 

AFTER crossing the wooden bridge over the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand Union Canal, the footpath heads across the field to 

the top left corner.  The stile is quite hard to spot unless you know where to look!  There has been quite a lot of work along the 

footpath from Wilstone to Long Marston – the stiles have been replaced by kissing gates during the last few years.  It is a de-

lightful walk, although parts of it can be rather muddy at times! 

Wilstone, Along the footpath from Wilstone to Long Marston. 

Spotters’ Corner - Ships 
 

SEEN recently in Gt Yarmouth The Grand Turk, a replica 

of the 1741 frigate HMS Blandford.  With the main mast at 

117 feet and upper deck lined with smooth bore 9 lb canon 

the square rigged frigate is an impressive sight  

Gt Yarmouth has strong links with the Navy. In 1801 Vice 

Admiral Horatio Nelson stayed in Gt Yarmouth while the 

fleet  assembled prior to the Battle of Copenhagen. Also 

staying in Gt Yarmouth at same time was Lady Hamilton 

but not at the same hotel! 

 

If you spot some-

thing unusual 

please take a few 

pictures add a 

brief description 

and send it in to 

Village News.  

Ed. 

The Grand Turk better known as HMS Indefatigable from 

the BBC series Hornblower, spotted in Gt Yarmouth.  
Repelling borders.  


