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Local Post Office shortlisted
WILSTONE Post Office has been
short listed in the 2006 ‘Post Office of
the Year’ competition. Sub-
postmistress Jenni Corsby was notified
by letter that her office had progressed
to the next round, and has been asked
to submit a 100-word statement and
two photographs to support the entry.
It was the many nominations from cus-
tomers which resulted in getting on the
shortlist. Jenni said that she was de-
lighted at the news which was a big
boost to her and the two other mem-
bers of staff, Jon Eyvindsson and Liz
Faulkner. She immediately set -to to
write 100 words about “our village
Post Office experience”. You can ex-
perience this for yourself seven days a
week just by going through the door.

Support your village shops & Post Offices.

The shortlisted team (L to R): Liz Faulkner, Jon
Eyvindsson and Sub-postmistress Jenni Corsby

by Rev’d Martin Macdonald

ON a beautiful sunny Sunday afternoon, with
not a cloud in the sky, the Tring Team cele-
brated its 25th anniversary with a party in the
village hall in Wilstone.
The Tring Team was formed in 1981 and
brought together five districts each with its
own church – St John the Baptist, Aldbury,
All Saints Long Marston, St Mary’s Putten-
ham, St Peter & St Paul Tring and St Cross
Wilstone

The party was launched with an act of wor-
ship held on the field outside the hall with
prayers of thanksgiving to God and songs led
by a music group drawn from all of the five
churches. The Rector, Reverend Frank Mer-
curio, spoke of the achievements of working

together and the benefits of sharing talents
and resources across the team. With refer-
ences to stories from Tarzan he reminded us
that, as well as looking back on what we had
achieved and where we had come from, it
was also about looking forward to what could
be achieved in the future.

We then tucked into hot dogs and beefburg-
ers, a mouth watering spread of puddings and
all washed down with a celebration brew
from Tring Brewery. During the afternoon
we were treated to music from a very tal-
ented ‘Sixth Street Jazz Band’ while the
younger ones never seemed to exhaust them-
selves on the bouncy castles. The celebra-
tions were rounded off with a sung Evensong
in a packed St Cross church.

Contd. on page 27

The Tring Team celebrate 25 years
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any
of these services.

1 October

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
Pet Service

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

8 October
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

15 October
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

22 October
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

29 October
10.00am All Saints Patronal Festival

Guest Editor this month: Colin Davenport
Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone: (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,

Colin Moore, Jill Walker
Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

TO the modern business person a blackberry is a means
of communicating via mobile phone, e-mail, etc but to a
mere mortal like me it is a fruit of nature. At this time of
year our lanes and fields are awash with blackberries,
sloes, damsons, plums, greengages and so on. Make the
most of this summer’s bountiful crop and prepare some
delicious pies, crumbles and other desserts not to forget
sloe gin/vodka!
See page 15 for an extra recipe this month.
(If you throw the finished sloes out in the garden, watch
out for inebriated birds!)
Our vicars feature strongly in this month’s edition- who
is that on page 26?
Keep the articles coming, it is only with your input that
we can fill these pages. Next months issue will be in
black and white but the December issue will be another
colour edition- it really is not that far away!

Colin Davenport
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Church services this month Village News

Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition
(November) is Thursday 19 October 2006.

Phil Buchi will be your editor.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read
Village News on-line. Find us at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk click ‘Local News’, and
www.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham
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Afternoon out
by Phil Buchi

The Icknield Line
A ride on the Chinnor and Princes Risborough Rail-
way

ONLY 12 miles or so from here, the terminus of this small
preserved country branch line at Chinnor is easy to get to for
an entertaining afternoon out. A mixture of steam and vintage
diesel hauled trains will be running each Sunday up to the end
of December with the first train at 10.00am and the last at
4.30pm.

Originally a branch line from Princes Risborough to Walling-
ford, the line - as its name hints - follows the route of the old
Icknield Way along the foot of the Chiltern Hills. This makes
for some lovely views on the seven mile round trip from Chin-
nor to Thame Junction near Princes Risborough, which takes a
leasurely 40 minutes. The gentle pace is forced upon the train
crew by the need to stop at several footpath crossings to give
way to pedestrians and cyclists! Only when the crossing
keeper folds up his red flag and waves the green one may we
continue on our way. Back at Chinnor, the splendid station

building is typical of the period and recently won an architec-
tural award. What is less obvious is that it is brand new! The
original building was demolished when the line closed and it
has been beautifully rebuilt. Amazing. While waiting for your
train you can enjoy tea and buns served in a railway carriage
over 100 years old. (The carriage of course.) There are also
toilets and picnic tables - age not stated. The ticket price al-
lows you to ride as many times as you like - up to seven trains
on some days! Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £3.50 for chil-
dren, with a family ticket (2+2) available for £19.50. If you
fancy learning to drive the locomotive, they run driver experi-
ence days too!

Chinnor Station is clearly signposted from the B4009. Train
times are on a talking timetable (01844 353535) and there is
more information on their web site, www.cpraa.co.uk

Award winning Chinnor station building.

The diesel-hauled 12.15 for Thame Junction approaches
the station crossing.

Steam too! BR saddle tank loco No. 9682 heads for the
sidings.
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What’s on... 

Friday 29 September
Cinema at Wilstone village hall: “Saving Grace”.
Sunday 1 October
PSA 3pm St Mary’s Church
Thursday 5 October
Parish Plan Review. 8pm Wilstone village hall
Saturday 7 October
Just Ballroom for Fun. 8pm Wilstone village hall.
Sunday 8 October
Tring School sponsored walk - the Ashridge Amble.
Tuesday 10 October
‘Ian Rennie Hospice at Home 20 years of Caring.’
8pm LM Victory Hall
Friday 13 October
Fashion Show 7.30pm Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction 7pm - Puttenham Trust.
Friday 20 October
All Saints Church Quiz 8pm Victory hall, Long
Marston
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
5-7pm.
Thursday 2nd November .
All Souls’ Day All Saints Long Marston 8 pm
Sunday 5 November
Fireworks at Long Marston
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Sunday 19 November
Pantomime audition for children 3.30pm. meeting for
adults 4.30pm. Long Marston village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 28 November
Long Marston village hall A.G.M. at 8pm.
Thursday 14 December
Father Christmas to visit Wilstone, in aid of the Youth
in Need project.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Thursday 5 October: Parish Plan Review open
meeting at Wilstone village hall.

Wednesday 18 October Puttenham Cecilia hall.
Wednesday 15 November Wilstone village hall.

Diary dates... lONG mARSTON SCHOOL  

aUTUMN fAIR 
sATURDAY 7TH oCTOBER 

2PM- 4PM  
50P ENTRANCE 

 
wHITE eLEPHANT 

bRIC A bRAC STALLS 
 

cAKES & PRESERVES 
ORDER AN XMAS CAKE NOW 

 
rAFFLES  

tOMBOLAS 
mYSTERY PRIZES 

bALLOON RACE 
tOYS 

bOOKS 
&

rEFRESHMENTS 
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... don’t miss anything with our extended guide to local events! 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee Presents... 
 

Just Ballroom for Fun! 
Another evening for 

everyone who loves dancing. 

Back by popular demand following the huge success of 
the first two events. No obligation to be any good at it 
- just get on the floor and have fun! All dance enthusi-

asts welcome.  Ballroom, Latin and Jive. Help from 
dance professionals Joanne and Gordon. If you really 
are hopeless, come anyway - there’s a bar! A great 

social evening with non-stop music to dance to.   

Saturday 7th October, 8pm  
Wilstone Village Hall 

 

Tickets £8 from Margaret Buchi 01442 890599
Licenced bar - Charity raffle 

Events for Ashridge Estate National Trust
OCTOBER
Plot to Plate
Sat 1st October (11-4pm)
Free entry( for some events on day, a small charge.)

Early Morning Fallow Deer Rut
Sat/Sun 14th + 15th October (7am)
£4 Adult / £3 adult FoA. Child £2 or £1.50.
Not suitable for young children or pushchairs.
Booking required. Max no. 20.

Early Morning Family Deer Walk
Sat 14th + Sun 15th October (8am)
£4 Adult / £3 adult FoA. Child £2 or £1.50.
Booking required. Max no. 30.

Deer Tea and Talk
Sat 21st October (2pm)
£12 adult visitor / £10 FoA.
Booking Required. Max no. 30.
Not suitable for under 16’s.

Fungus Foray
Sun 22nd October (10am +1.30pm)
£4 Adult / £3 adult FoA. Child £2 or £1.50.
Booking required. Max no. 30.

Make a Mask for Hallowe’en
Mon 23rd –Fri 27th October (12-4pm) £1
No booking required.

Bird Watching
Thurs 26th October (11am-12noon) £1
Held at Tring reservoirs. No FoA discount.
Booking required. Max no. 20.
NOVEMBER
Badger Tea and Talk
Sat 4th November (2pm)
£12 adult visitor / £10 FoA.
Booking Required. Max no. 30.
Not suitable for under 16’s
Glis Glis Talk and Tea
Sat 18th November (2pm)
£12 adult visitor / £10 FoA.
Booking Required. Max no. 30.
Not suitable for under 16’s
Tree Dressing
Sat 25th +Sun 26th November (12-4pm)
No Booking Required. Donations.
DECEMBER
Ashridge at Christmas
Sun 3rd December (10-4pm)
FREE. Booking Required.
Christmas Walk
Thurs 28th Dec (10am) £4 visitors £3 FoA

“WILSTONE THROUGH THE
AGES”

TALK and SLIDE SHOW
by

DICK GOMM
LOCAL HISTORIAN

FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER
at 7.30 pm

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL
ENTRY £5

FREE INTERVAL REFRESHMENTS
IN AID OF VILLAGE CHURCH FLOOR FUND
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Now my dream has come
true…
A visit to the UK described by Rashidi Sokolo

MY name is Rashidi Sokolo, I am Tanzanian and I was born
in Mwanza region near Lake Victoria. I am 25 years old and I
am one of the founding members of Youth In Need Project.

When I was a young child, I had a dream, that one day I would
travel far away from my country, but I did not know when or
where. When I was at primary school I used to study history
and I liked history. I did learn about western countries, espe-
cially Briton. I was lucky to meet with Sarah Henshaw, to
make my dream come true. I was working at the Amani Centre
for street children, and I remember it was June 2004 when I
met Sarah. After meeting her, I asked her about her country
and her culture, how she lived, her family and she told me all
the information. So then I told her about me. After I tell her,
she was very sad and asked me was I able to go to school. I
said yes, so Sarah sent me to school. I studied my basic certifi-
cate in Social Work. I finished my studies and one day Sarah
told me that she wished for me to come to visit her friends and
family in the UK.

To begin with I was very scared of that because it was a new
continent for me, a different culture and I thought I might be
discriminated against because of my colour. After a few days
and much thinking, I agreed to go to the UK. I started my jour-
ney from Dar Es Salaam airport, Tanzania on 25th August
2006. I was very much worried to enter the aeroplane because
it was the first time I travel on a plane. I didn’t talk to anybody
on the plane, or even go to the toilet because I was scared to
stand up on the plane. I arrived at Heathrow airport at 5pm and
Sarah collected me and took me to her parent’s house, Mr and
Mrs Henshaw. I met Mr David, he was at home and then we
went to the Half Moon Pub, where Sarah’s mother was work-
ing. I said to Sarah I was scared, as everyone in the pub was a
white person. I asked her: “Are we going inside?” And she
said: “Yes!” Because she realised I was worried, she encour-
aged me to go inside. I will never forget that day. After I en-
tered into the pub, every body said: “Welcome Rashidi.” Af-
ter I heard that, I was very happy and comfortable to be with

them. Sarah introduced me to everybody and everybody was
happy to see me. I met Mr Stephen, Mr Ben, Mr Peter and his
wife Jill, I met Mr Phil and his wife Michelle. Michelle spoke
some Swahili to me, which I was much impressed. I met Mr
Iley too.

The other people I have met are Mr Phil and Ms Maggie, Mr
Bob and his wife Jan, who gave me a shirt from the Half
Moon. I met Mr Steven and Mr Village Idiot, Darren, Nessy
and Bonnie, Susie, Nanny, Mildred, Irene . So many people, I
can’t name everybody. I had a nice time in Wilstone village. I
really enjoyed being with the people of Wilstone. The people
here are different to people in Ealing and Hillingdon, other
places I visit. Here everyone is friendly. Before I came, I
thought Wilstone was in London, but now I know its not. At
the coffee morning at Mrs Henshaw’s home, I got a lot of
things which I learned through Wilstone villagers. First, thank
you to my adopted family David and Janet Henshaw, and also
thank you to everybody for the kindness that they show me

and the good
messages they
wrote in my
book. I also
want to say
“Thank you” to
everyone for
their kindness
and support to
our project,
Youth In Need.
I hope to see
you again in the
future, and I
have much to
tell my family
and friends
about Wilstone
village and its
people.

Rashidi Sokolo was guest of honour at the recent Youth in
Need coffee morning. Pictured here with organisers Janet
Henshaw and Vanessa Iley. (Picture: Village News)

LIGHT UP A LIFE THIS CHRISTMAS
THE Iain Rennie Hospice at Home has cared for more than
7,000 terminally ill patients and their families across the Chil-
terns area. Our pioneering service began in 1985 when five
nurses helped our first patient, Iain Rennie, to come home
from hospital to be with his young family during the final
stages of his battle with cancer. 21 years later, the Hospice at
Home charity that proudly bears Iain’s name still holds fast to
the values that made a difference for him and his family. Our
belief in offering practical, hands-on nursing care at home for
our patients, combined with support for their families and ac-
cess to a 24 hour on-call nursing service, is as strong as ever.
During the past six years, more than £59,000 has been raised
to support our work by people sponsoring lights on Christmas
trees spread over the Iain Rennie “patch”. Lights have been

dedicated in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a special
event, or as a Christmas present, perhaps for someone over-
seas. This coming Christmas, trees will be lit up in Hemel
Hempstead, Tring, High Wycombe, Beaconsfield and Tylers
Green, with dedication ceremonies being held at each venue.
Following vandalism of the the Light Up a Life tree at Princes
Risborough and the small attendance at Gillian King
House, we have decided not to hold these services this
year. We hope to see those people who would normally attend
these events at one of the other services.
If you would like to sponsor one of our lights or find out more,
please contact our office at 52a Western Road, Tring, HP23
4BB, telephone 01442 890222 or visit our website
www.irhh.org
Registered Charity 297847.
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New times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly from 12th October, for example.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30
Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35
Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20

First students for Youth in
Need centre
THE first students have begun their training programme at the
newly opened centre in Monduli, Tanzania. This is an excit-
ing culmination of 2 years planning and fund raising by locally
connected charity ‘Youth in Need’. A total of 8 youths have
been selected for the programme, four from the town and four
from the Maasai tribe. Project leader Sarah Henshaw de-
scribed the preparations which led up to the opening of the
centre in the September edition of Village News.

The first students are: Julius Thomas (14), Elias Samng’o (18),
Jackson Lumnyai (17), Frank Erasto (18), all from the Maasai
tribe, and Emanuel Peter (16), Seleman Juma (17),
Athuman Abdalah (18), Thomas John (17), from local towns.
Six of the students are pictured here with staff members on the
veranda of the new centre.

The team’s impressive achievement in getting this far shows
how individuals can take direct action and make a difference.
Determination and perseverance are powerful weapons in the
right hands. The effort needed is far from over though, as the
centre does not yet have a secure source of funding to ensure
its lasting success. The money they have painstakingly raised
from car boot sales and coffee mornings goes a long way
though. £100 pays a tutor’s salary for one month, for exam-
ple, so the small sums and donations count for a lot. If you
want to see something of life in Monduli there are more pic-
tures on their web site www.youthinneed.org.uk. Village
News is pleased to be associated with this project and we offer
our congratulations to the Youth in Need team in Tanzania and
the UK.

The first students gather with staff at the new centre in
Monduli

In aid of the Youth in Need Centre, Monduli, Tanzania 
 

Don't miss a fab girls' night out at the 

FUN FASHION SHOW   
AUCTION & SALE 

 

Friday 13th October 
Wilstone village hall 
Doors open 7.30 for 8pm 
 

It will be a fun evening of  
fashion and shopping with a 
few drinks thrown in.   
 
Day and evening quality clothes, 
new and second-hand. Some 
clothes will be modelled and everything is for 
sale from 50p to £whatever you want.  
Fabulous brand new designer underwear 
and swimwear on sale at bargain prices too! 
 
Bring your girlfriends and have a great night 
out while helping street kids in Tanzania. 
 
Tickets £5, seniors £3, (includes a free glass 
of wine on arrival and a Tombola ticket).  
Available from Wilstone Village Shop. 

Ian Rennie Hospice
at Home –
20 years of Caring

WE have all heard of the Ian Rennie charity, but how much
do we know about its origins and aims? Find out all about
their work and history at you local WI meeting on Tuesday
10 October, 8pm at Long Marston Victory Hall.

Visitors £2 including refreshments, prospective new members
always welcome.
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In Brief... 
Fun and fashion at girls’
night out
“BRING your girlfriends and have a great night out while
helping street kids in Tanzania,” says the publicity material for
the fun fashion show, auction and sale which is being held on
Friday 13th October at Wilstone village hall. Sounds pretty
good - everyone wins, though male residents would probably
be well advised to keep well clear of the village hall that night.
Organisers Vanessa Iley and Janet Henshaw are staging the
evening to raise money for the newly opened Youth in Need
Centre in Tanzania. They have assembled a classy collection
of new and second-hand day and evening wear together with a
big range of brand new designer underwear and swimwear.
Some of the clothes will be modelled and there will be an auc-
tion and sale of all the items, with an opportunity to get some
real bargains. Prices start as low as 50p, but there is no upper
limit - it is after all a charity event. But the main emphasis,
they say, is having a great night out. The free glass of wine on
arrival should help. Tickets are £5 (seniors £3), available from
Wilstone village shop, or see Vanessa or Janet.

Are there any budding
luvvies out there?
WOULD anyone fancy helping to put on a play? I think it
might be fun to do one and would love to hear from anyone
who is prepared to participate. We would need the full works,
actors, back/front of house helpers, a Director, etc. etc. I have
had a one off experience of doing this when I took part in a
play called “When we are Married” put on by The Marsworth
Players some years ago. It really was enormous fun and I
would love to do something like it again. So if you are inter-
ested please give me a call on 822351.
Even if you’re not sure you could come along for the initial
meeting and then decide after that - go on!!!! Franzella.

Message of thanks
I WOULD first of all like to thank all of you who sent "Get

Well" messages to me following an operation on 16th August
to remove my prostate gland. I am pleased to report that,
thanks to a lot of TLC from Olga, the family and close
friends, I am now making a good recovery and hope in the
near future to be in a position to resume a reasonably normal
lifestyle.
Secondly, it is my hope that other men over the age 60 will
take note of my experience and benefit from it by asking their
GP for a simple blood test to measure the level of PSA
(prostate specific antigen). This test may not be conclusive
and further investigations may be necessary. It is also impor-
tant to be aware that during the early stages of a problem de-
veloping there may not be any obvious symptoms. If the tests
are negative you can relax, if however a problem is found the
options for treatment will be discussed with you at an early
date. In my case the response from the NHS was immediate
and positive and every stage of the process was effected with-
out delay, queues or waiting lists.

Ken Martin, The Mill, Wilstone

My earliest recollections
MY mother tells me that while she was waiting for my arrival
in the maternity unit at White Cloud Farm, Tring, in August
1943, the 'thousand bomber' air-raids aircraft were passing
overhead, at dusk. The engine sounds were deep and labour-
ing, evidence of full fuel tanks and bomb bays, destined for
Germany. Hours later aircraft returned in dribs and drabs, in
groups and alone, their engines at a higher pitch, confirming
lighter loads.

My earliest recollection from this period, is of the American
'Army air force' troops, stationed at Marsworth/
Cheddington, who occasionally marched through the village. I
vividly remember being lifted up onto the shoulders of these
airmen and being 'paraded' to the bottom of the village. Such a
treat!

Maybe more next month. Michael Glasser

Horses
CAN anyone spare a little time to help me to care for my re-
tired horses in Wilstone? Any help at all would be gratefully
received whether it be on a regular or ad hoc basis. Mucking
out, turning out, bringing in, feeding or simply grooming, any-
thing at all would be appreciated! Call Fran on 01442
822351

Tring Rural Parish Council
invite all residents to take part in an annual

Parish Plan Review
meeting to be held at

Wilstone Village Hall at 8pm on

Thursday 5th October 2006.

Progress on implementing the 24 actions
identified in the Parish Plan will be reviewed.

Enquiries to Dawn Slade,
Clerk to the Council, 01442 824138
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Back to school - but not in
Wilstone, 1971
The origins and the closure of Wilstone School
by Dick Gomm

THIRTY five years have now passed since Wilstone School
closed its doors for the last time and the youngsters moved on
to a more modern and enlarged school at Long Marston. It
was the end of an era, not only the loss of our village centre
piece, but the passing of a grand old building, one that had
served the community well since its erection in 1848. Small
wonder that many of the old inhabitants were critical of this
change.
The school came into being as a result of an Act of 1833

which made available grants to assist in the buying of land and
in the building of schools for the education of the poor. This
Act no doubt influenced the Lord of the Manor, Mr William
Kay of Tring, to offer this small piece of land in 1838. Unfor-
tunately, by 1847 this gentleman had passed on, but his execu-
tors carried out his instructions and, to quote the conveyance
document:

“... ... do hereby in consideration of £11 sterling to us paid,
grant and convey to the Archdeacon of St. Albans, the Rector
of Northchurch, and the Perpetual Curate of Tring and their
respective successors all that small piece of land situate in the
hamlet of Wilstone containing One Rood and Seven Perches
or thereabouts belonging to Tring Park estate late the said Tes-
tator but isolated therefrom... ...”

Much more legal jargon, but this document goes on to state
that these gentlemen or their successors should hold the land:

“... ... upon trust to permit the said premises and all buildings
thereon erected, or to be erected to be forever hereafter appro-
priated and used as a school for the education of children and
adults or children only of the labouring, manufacturing and
other poorer classes in the Parish of Tring aforesaid and for no
other purpose, which said school shall always be in the union

and conducted upon the principles and in furtherance of the
ends and designs of the Incorporated National society for pro-
moting the education of the poor in the principals of the estab-
lished Church. ...”

And so in 1848, this National School, grant aided by the
Church of England and helped by many local contributors,
opened its doors. Unfortunately, records of these early days
have not so far been traced and it is not until 1864 when the
official register commenced that a reasonable history can be
traced. This register was still in use when the school closed in
1971, and recorded that between 1864 and 1971 1,394 chil-
dren had crossed its threshold. In the early days infants as
young as two years old were admitted and the majority left at
12 years. But illness and the weather made a great deal of
difference to the numbers attending. Many had no clothes
suitable for the hard winters and the entry “left for the winter”,
appears many times. 1875 stands out as a very bad year for
illness, and many joined and left at this time.

Hopkins, Blood, Lyon, Greening, Goodson, Rose and a host of
other names have now left our area, but it is interesting to find
that the first register included the names Bateman, Proctor,
Edwards, Cartwright and Reeves - families that have lived in
and around the village for centuries. Built to accommodate
100 children, the numbers over the years averaged around 60,
but this fluctuated and reflected major trends and events. The
most noticeable change came in 1940 when London evacuees
swelled the village population, and every available space was
taken up for the extra teaching and housing of these infants.

In 1948 the school was taken over by Hertfordshire County
Council. The building of a modern new school in Long Mar-
ston saw the final closure of Wilstone school in 1971. In 1974
the site was cleared to make way for the present block of flats.
On reading in the local paper of the closure, a past pupil, Mr
W G Smith, wrote to the Headteacher about his recollections
of the school in the 1890’s. His letter is reproduced on page
14.

Wilstone School in the 1890’s. The thatched cottages to
the left are in New Road. Picture loaned by Dick Gomm.

Class in progress in 1969. Recognise anyone? Picture loaned
by Dick Gomm.
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THE aim of this article is to give a basic introduction into Web
Site design. The first thing you need to identify before getting
started is what do you want to use your website for and how
far do you want to get into the technical side of websites. Do
you want to make money from it? build a community centered
around a hobby or interest or just have a website for fun,
maybe to share photos with family (www.flickr.com).

Once you have decided what the website’s purpose is, you can
go someway to identifying the level of technical knowledge
required for your venture. If you are less interested in the tech-
nical side and more interested in getting a presence on the
Internet then a service from a third party supplier would
probably suffice. A good example of this would be something
called Blogging where you can keep an on line account of any
topic such as an interest. There are various sites that offer free
blogs, one such example is www.blogger.com which has also
been used by the BBC to accompany their business news seg-
ment. If you wanted to make money and sell items then eBay
would be a good place to start.

In at the deep end
If you are more interested in going it alone, then the best place
to start would be your Internet Service Provider (ISP). Most
include some form of basic website hosting package and do-
main name service. A web hosting package is basically some
disk space out in the Internet for you to upload files/web pages
and run some scripts (small programs that create some form of
dynamic, ever changing content). Domain names are what
visitors type into their browser. Try and pick something
snappy and easy to remember for people to locate you again
easily. Web hosting starts from as little as £20/year and
a .co.uk domain name can be picked up for as little as £10.

Some web hosting include what is known as Content Manage-
ment Systems (CMS), on line tools for managing basic web-
sites via the browser. Essentially you can add your own text
and images which are then 'wrapped' around a pre-designed
template system. Examples of CMS include Mambo
(www.mamboserver.com), WordPress (wordpress.org), eZ
publish (ez.no) and osCommerce (www.oscommerce.com
<http://www.oscommerce.com/>) for e-commerce projects.

More control
If you want to have more control over the way your site is laid
out then a more hands on approach may be required and there-
fore increased learning curve. Essential tools include File
Transfer Protocol (FTP) programs such as Filezilla
(filezilla.sourceforge.net), a WYSIWYG HTML (What You
See Is What You Get and Hyper Text Markup Language) edi-
tor such as Nvu (www.nvu.com), a decent text editor: PSPad
(www.pspad.com) and an image editing application, a good
example of which is called the GIMP (www.gimp.org).

The tools mentioned above can be downloaded for free and are
fine examples of something called open source software.
There are no hard and fast rules about going it alone but the

basic requirement is that you have the passion to learn and to
do something on the Internet that interests you. If you ever get
stuck when building your site always turn to Google to try and
find you an answer. A few other resources of help are site-
point.com, hotscripts.com and webhostingtalk.com.

Search Engines
Once you have done creating your website, you will want peo-
ple to find and use it. Search engines, such as Google, are the
principle way in which people use the Internet to look for in-
formation and knowing how to tune your site to work in har-
mony with them is an important aspect for website owners.
Whenever you search for a site, words you enter are matched
against those held in the search engine database. This informa-
tion is collected from web pages via elements within the page
(you can easily see this by going to a website, click on 'View'
then 'Source' from the drop down menu at the top in Internet
Explorer).

What you see at the top of the page are META tags. These
hold summary information for the page and this is what search
engines catalogue. The most important one is probably Key-
words. These give an indication as to the content on the page
and you will need to have a set of appropriate keywords for
your site. There are many other aspects to search engine tech-
nology for website owners that are beyond the scope of this
article.

If you have any questions or would like to guide us to what
you would like to see in future articles then please email me or
contact the editor

Remember, the biggest resource for learning how to build
websites is the Internet itself.

Oliver
tringrpc@plot9.co.uk

An introduction to building Websites by ‘Oliver’
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A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking 

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night 
A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu. 5.30pm to 11pm. 

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet
A selection of different dishes every week 

12 noon - 3pm 

132 London Road, Aston Clinton,  
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS 

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360 
www.shaadrestaurant.com 

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner,  
including Bank Holidays 

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm 
 

Excellent Takeaway Service 
20% Discount for a Limited Period 

Pub lunches and sandwiches served
Monday to Saturday

12 noon to 5pm
Sunday lunch 12 noon to 5pm

The

Queens Head
Long Marston

Quiz night: 8pm first Sunday of the month.
01296 668368

w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

Our Tapas Menu is now served
Monday - Saturday, 6pm to 9pm

THIS BROADBAND BUSINESS by Eileen Doley

HAVING dithered for months whether to convert to this new
religion of Broadband, we were assured by friends that the
transmogrification would be easy-peasy achievable by a snap
of the fingers and the click of a mouse. So we registered with
BT at £14.99 per month for the first 3, then £17.99, asking
them to disconnect the phone line dedicated to the computer
and wire BB up to our main landline number. It took 29 days
to install, with 4 visits from BT engineers, 9 long conversa-
tions with their overseas call centres, letters to both their
Chairman and Chief Executive plus the services of an inde-
pendent IT specialist.

Some engineers could only go down holes, some only up
poles and then only when a cherry picker hoist was available
as they don’t do ladders any more. The call centre staff obvi-
ously wanted to be helpful – desperately so as during the
many calls they repeatedly went off the phone to seek further
assistance and took so long about it the line automatically cut
itself off, and they never make return calls. Mind you, BT
did get their own back as, when BB was finally up and run-
ning, our phone rang that night at ½ hour intervals with the
same pre-recorded message advising that their engineers were
still testing the line. In frustration we ended up contacting
BT’s Nuisance Calls Department to get a bar put on their own
engineers’ messages. However, BT have agreed to give us a
month’s free rental, 6 months at £9.95 and a refund to pay our
own IT guy’s bill – our persuasive persistence has finally
triumphed and now we just love our BT Broadband.

Give your brain a work
out. Fill in the grid so that
every column, row and
3x3 box contains only the
digits 1 to 9.

Last month we examined
possible cell values for
unique digits in a row
columns or box. Continue
to do so but also examine
possible cell values in
rows , columns or boxes
for ‘doubles’ or ‘triples’.
Say in a particular row,
column or box two cells
uniquely contains
‘possibles’ of 1and 2.
Then 1 or 2 can be safely
eliminated from other
cells in that row , column
or box. Note the follow-
ing are valid ‘triples’ in
any row column or box
123,123,123 or
123 ,123,13 or
123,123, 23 or
123,13, 23.
‘Quads?’
Don’t go there. Good
luck.

Su Doku Corner by Colin Moore
No 14Easy

No 15 Difficult
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Parish Council news           

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always happy 

to advise or help anyone interested in buying or 
selling antiques. To get in touch phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034. 
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts 

The grass is growing
WORK to level the playing surface at the Long Marston rec-
reation ground has been completed on time by the contractors
employed by the Parish Council. The whole area has been re-
seeded and the grass is growing, reported Cllr Mike
Tomlinson. (You can see for yourself from the children’s play
area, which remains open.) Cllr Tomlinson said that the con-
tractors had done an excellent job, and had been very co-
operative in making last minute changes to the plan when parts
of the task proved to be more difficult than initially antici-
pated. More than 700 tons of earth were shifted around to
achieve the required result, and the regulation minimum width
for the football pitch has been achieved. “A creditable per-
formance by the contractors, and a finished result we can all
be proud of,” he added. The contractors will be responsible
for looking after the site for the next 18 months, and the field
will remain fenced off until the new playing surface is prop-
erly established. The Council agreed to pay the bills, and ar-
rangements have been made with the Football Foundation to
release their grant which pays for 60% of the total cost.

Councillor Mills “shouted
down”(?)
SURELY some mistake you cry, but not according to
Dacorum Borough Councillor Stan Mills, who has written to
TRPC to complain about “the lack of respect shown to visi-
tors” when he was apparently “shouted down” at their August
meeting. Well - I was not there so I can’t offer a view, but let
no one say that Parish Council meetings are not capable of
being lively! It seems that Cllr Mills, who is Chairman of the
Dacorum Planning Control Committee - attended the meeting
to alert the Parish Council to a concrete crushing operation at
Marsworth airfield. Readers of Village News will know that
the Parish Council have been doggedly pursuing this problem
with the authorities in Aylesbury Vale DC and Bucks CC for
over a year, and there have been numerous reports on our
pages including a front page feature in April 2006. In view of
the many hours they have spent on this subject, maybe Parish
Councillors were a little irked to be told it was a “new” prob-
lem. However, those who were there denied they were dis-
courteous. “It was just a muted cry of indignation”, said one.
“I am disappointed in Cllr Mills,” said another. “He could
have phoned to check.” The meeting felt that Cllr Mills assis-
tance in dealing with this serious local problem would be most
welcome.

LATE NEWS. British Waterways have advised the Parish
Council that they will be closing some footpaths around Wil-
stone reservoir, and the reservoir car park, until December
2006. The closures are necessary for maintenance work on the
north west corner of the reservoir, and the car park is needed for
contractors vehicles.

Festive Gifts and Food for all the Family 
You are invited to  
an open evening at  

on Friday 10th November 2006 
6.00 – 9.30 pm 

Please join us for a festive evening of shopping, fine 
food tasting, carols, mulled wine and Christmas cheer 

in our charming 16th century barn. 
Enjoy browsing around our shelves of delightful and 
unusual gifts for all the family.  Relax with a glass of 
mulled wine and try our selection of cheeses, biscuits, 

meats, fish, preserves and chutneys.  



Village News

Page 13 October 2006

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 
 

Take advantage of a 20% discount  
off your first treatment 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

The Parish Council website is:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Parish Council news       by Phil Buchi  
... but the real issue continues
LOCAL residents are mounting a ‘counter-appeal’ to provide
evidence that the concrete crushing operation on the airfield
has not been in operation for over 10 years. An enforcement
notice served by Aylesbury Vale District Council became
effective in March this year, but the operating company ap-
pealed. The appeal is to be heard shortly. If the operators
can prove that they have been crushing concrete on the site
for 10 years, then they could be allowed to continue. Resi-
dents will present evidence to the contrary. Commercial con-
crete crushing requires large numbers of heavy lorries to
bring the material to the site and the same number to take
away the crushed concrete. These huge vehicles all have to
traverse the local network of unsuitable country lanes to get
to the airfield site. Concrete crushing in itself is a useful re-
cycling activity for the construction industry, but good indus-
try practice is to do it on-site - where the demolition work is,
for example - and then move the residue once only to the
nearest project that can use it. This minimises costs and re-
duces the impact on the environment from heavy truck move-
ments.

Contd. on page 14…….
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Parish Council news     contd. From page 13          

School crush chaos
EFFORTS to seek some improvement to the twice-daily traffic
jam outside Long Marston School are proving difficult to get
off the ground. The Clerk has struggled to find people from
the appropriate authorities to come and have a look at the
problem, but now hopes to organise a site visit at which some
ideas for improvement might be generated. Some Councillors
were of the view that it was not the school bus which is the
root of the problem, but parents who insist on taking their chil-
dren the short distance to and from school by car - and parking
outside the school gates. The School say that they do all they
can to encourage the use of the school bus and to discourage
parents from parking in the vicinity. There must be a better
way?

Joined-up footpaths
THE Council is to collaborate with the Ramblers’ Association
and make application to link up two footpaths in the parish so
that they are no longer dead-ends. These two footpaths, code
named TR32 and TR12 for those in the know, in the north of
the parish, both end abruptly at the parish boundary making
them little use to anyone and a waste of good green ink on the
OS map. Inspection of the OS 1:25,000 map shows that they
were both once through-routes between villages, one from
Wingrave to Cheddington and the other from the medieval
Ardwick to Mentmore. Why they were severed? From the
map, a reasonable guess might be: in one case the railway, and
in the other the Mentmore estate. Both institutions had
enough clout in the 19th Century to rub out a few footpaths.
Does anyone know?

A youthful view wanted
AN open meeting will be held on 5th October at 8pm at Wil-
stone Village Hall to review progress on the implementation
of the actions from the Parish Plan, and to decide upon priori-
ties for the coming year. All residents are welcome to attend.
Chairman Cllr Mike Tomlinson is keen to get the views of
younger villagers, and the review meeting will welcome ideas
about how to encourage young people to come forward and
make a contribution.

Information - you can get it*
IF you seek to discover the dark secrets of the Parish Council,
then you can make a request for information under the Free-
dom of Information Act. But you must put your request in
writing, Clerk to the Council Dawn Slade advised the meeting,
recently returned from her FoIA training. She added that all
representations to the Council are best put in writing anyway,
or made personally at a council meeting. This ensures that a
proper record is made. *With apologies to No6, ‘The Pris-
oner’.

Web site links policy
FREE links from the TRPC website will be offered to local
voluntary clubs, societies, non-profit making organisations and
churches, the Council decided at the September meeting.
They decided not to carry links to commercial companies, but
pointed out that they do host Village News on the site which
does contain advertising. To see for yourself go to
www.tringruralpc.org.uk.

Back to school - but not in
Wilstone, 1971…..contd. from page 9
From Mr W.G. Smith, Hemel Hempstead, 1971.

Dear Sir,

I feel I must write and say how sorry I am after reading in The
Echo about your little school closing as it brought back memo-
ries, for it was there I started my school days about 73 or 74
years ago. I cannot remember a lot about it as I was only there
about 4 or 5 years before moving to Marsworth. I remember
Miss Alice Woodman from the farm was my teacher.

I used to walk up the towing path from Puttenham Lock where
my father was lock-keeper. I once fell in the canal under the
bridge, when a man named Webb pulled me out when I was
going down for the third time. I believe it was the same Mr
Webb who had to press a button on his throat when he spoke.
He used to sharpen the old fashioned razors and jobs of that
sort. I remember thinking I was doing a good turn when I

called for two of my father’s razors, going along the tow path.
I saw a hurdle in the hedge, so I decided to see if they would
cut. Of course as soon as I started, out went a big lump in the
middle. I didn’t say anything about it, but when he found out I
was tender for a while.

I remember Woodmans the farmers, Spriggy Gregory, Toby
Edwards the smallholder, George Hanwell the baker, Penny
Rose who used to sell grains etc., the Cartwrights, Joe Ed-
wards and his brother (one used to work on the canal), old
Broke (indistinct) with his Hansom Cab and a lot of others.

I don’t know whether the old village has altered much - it’s a
good many years since I was there. I hope it will benefit the
children moving to Long Marston - it seems a shame but there
it is. Many hours I have spent in later years fishing and swim-
ming in the reservoirs. A nice little village and I hope the
closing of the School wont affect it too much.

Yours Regretfully, W G Smith
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site: www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:
01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932 Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL 

CONTACT  
MARK LEE 0791 435 5180 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 
High quality professional service 

Domestic and commercial 
Excellent value    Fully insured 

Free consultation and quote 
References available 

 
PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST 

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   
 Statutory Accounts 
 Management Accounts 
 Budgets and Cashflows 
 Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll 
 CIS, Corporation Tax Returns 
 Personal Tax Returns 

Brensham Cottage 
Malting Lane 
Aldbury 
HERTS 
HP23 5RH 
 
Phone:  
01442 851962 
Fax: 01442 851962 
E-mail: 
info@sarahbuttars.co.uk 

SLOE GIN RECIPE
STALK and clean 1lb. sloes, prick skins with a pin and put
into a screw top bottle. Add 4oz. granulated sugar, a few
drops of almond essence, a couple of cloves (or a cinnamon
stick). Fill up the bottle with a pint and a half of Gin, screw
top on tightly and leave in a dark place, shaking the bottle
each day. After 3 months strain the liquid through muslin
until clear. Re-bottle and leave for at least 12 months before
drinking. The longer it is left the better it becomes!
I often substitute Vodka for Gin which gives a smoother taste.
Tip - Dip the gin soaked sloes into melted dark chocolate,
leave to set and eat them when you want a real treat - but
don’t swallow the stones.
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BEFORE starting on our stories for
the month we must make a correc-
tion on last month’s photograph of
“Scruffy Ed”. He took umbrage at
a photo of “Cobber” being labelled
“Scruffy Ed”, and it doesn’t take
much to give him the ‘ump’ these
days: getting to be a grumpy old
man he is. I am sure all the Wil-
stone dog walkers saw the error so
those who didn’t we have shown him this month. Sorry Ed
you can still share our supper as no doubt you will!!

Now for this month’s tales, we have to tell you of three new
additions to our family of animal friends.

Firstly we had news that Mrs McGregor quite fancied a don-
key about the place – must be a pun there but that would be
rude to donkeys everywhere. Therefore we were not surprised
when Miss Nina’s horsebox took off early one morning with
Mrs McGregor, which was a surprise as that in itself is a rare
happening, Mrs McGregor being about the yard early we
mean. We heard later that they journeyed into the north-west
beyond Shrewsbury into the wilds of Shropshire. When they
returned late that evening, after we were all tucked up for the
night, the ramp came down and not one donkey but two
tripped down the ramp. One was quite small and the other
looked to be his mum. But how wrong can you be because it
turns out that the larger
donkey is a jenny i.e.
female, and the smaller
one is a jack i.e. male.
For the connoisseurs of
donkeys amongst you
the female is a Spanish
donkey and the male is
an Irish donkey, there-
fore they will always
be the long and the
short of it.

With that long winded explanation out of the way, to continue
from when they came down the ramp. It would appear that a
lot of horses don’t get on very well with donkeys and guess
who in our little lot that is. Yes Miss Snooty Nina. She went
into one of her stomping moods, neck arched, nostrils flared,
huffing and puffing, and prancing around her stable for a con-
siderable period even after the donkeys had been put to bed in
their shared stable. Not much of a welcome for the newcom-
ers but then they didn’t take any notice of her, nor the next day
when they had a little paddock to themselves and we were all
in our usual field with Nina patrolling the fence for most of the
morning. She seems to be over her initial shock and settled
down to accepting them. Pony Po on the other hand just ac-
cepted they are around and just ignores them. We didn’t know
it but his surprise was to come.
The donkeys have been named Donk for the boy and Gene-
vieve for the girl by the way.

Now they have been around for a couple of weeks they are

quite enjoying themselves. They have made friends with Ber-
tie the Yorky with whom they play chase the dog and then
chase the donkey with Bertie nipping at their heels. They are
very good at neck wrestling spending a lot of time practising
their moves and then they have found chase the sheep can be
fun when we wander into their paddock. The lambs can out-
run them with no problem at all and me, Gary, I am very nim-
ble and with a few stiff legged jumps I am away, but poor old
Minty, being built like a brick wall, he is pretty slow away and
they catch him every time but, being about their weight, he
doesn’t seem to suffer any disadvantage and carries on eating.

We have just received a very elegant field shelter which is for
the donkeys really because we are told they do not like getting
wet, which neither do we come to think of it because we re-
fuse to go out to the field if it is raining, therefore we can
share it when it rains.
As we said earlier, there was a third arrival this month in the
shape of a very pretty chestnut pony that goes by the name of
Flossy. She is with us for the winter to be schooled before
moving on to a new owner. Pony Po is very happy with this
arrangement, already having introduced himself to her. She
has really put the sparkle into the old fellow’s eyes. Mind
you, we understand that Flossy has a lot of hard work in front
of her from Bo-Peep and her training routines because she has
to be fit and in good shape for her new owners in the New
Year. Sorry to tell you that the Call Ducks’ eggs didn’t hatch
out so perhaps they will try again next season.

Just a word to our regular visitors who we chat to at the ressy
stile. We have moved to the front paddock where the new
planting of mature trees have been guarded against us nibbling
the bark – spoilsports, we do love to vary our diet.

We have already had one family of ramblers come for a chat.
Their two little children had great fun talking to us through the
gate and of course Little Mo has to have her usual kiss on the
nose from all her fans. The children were out from the city for
a day’s ramble in the country, so apparently we made their day
for them to have actual contact with big woolly back sheep
because for the children this was the first time ever that they
had been able to have contact with live farm animals which
would give them memories of the day out for all their lives.
Nice to be able to please some people some of the time.

I suppose we have to mention Miss Nina’s exploits this month.
She went off to Abingdon Horse Show at the beginning of the
month. This is an annual charity show held on the banks of
the River Thames in a very picturesque setting. She tells us
there were hundreds of horses and transports there. She was
entered in the Hunter Showing Class for her size of horse, for
which she came away winning a Silver Salver and a Cup,
these of course having to be returned for next year. Therefore
she was very pleased with herself and looking forward to the
Thame Show this coming month. Poor old Po does fret while
she is away on these jaunts but now he has Flossy he may
calm down.
Well we think that’s all there is to tell you about our month’s
activities. There are plenty of other minor mishaps but we
take those as everyday events. Until next month.

Gary and Minty signing off.

Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary & Minty
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M.D.SPRING
AUTOS

have moved to new business premises. 
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 
All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned - 
 no extra charge.

MOTs arranged - welding -  
breakdowns - wheels balanced - 

tyres - batteries - exhausts.  
 

Fuel injection  
service. 

 

Phone or fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250

MAN WITH A VAN!
Nationwide collection & delivery service

Anything considered e.g.
student moves, small house moves etc.

7 days a week
01296 427182
07770 237745
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead 

HARVEST home on Bucks Show day - always our target date.
But we had only five combine days left to do at the end of July
this year. August was spent on those catch-up jobs: cultivat-
ing stubbles, preparing ground for drilling Rape at the end of
the month. Rain can spoil the quality of milling wheat, lower-
ing the ‘Hagbergs’. You’ll have to ask a miller what that’s all
about.

It’s nothing to the problem they had down at Boarscroft, on
the way to Wingrave. At 1pm on 2nd August, 1944 the
binder, with Ted Tansley and Arthur White, was about to start
cutting a field of oats. The Land Girls were having their sand-
wiches before stacking the sheaves in shocks (or stocks), when
a V-1 flying bomb “doodlebug” exploded in the middle of the
field. Ted and Arthur dived in the ditch, windows were blown
out of the farm house and farm buildings were damaged.
Luckily no-one was hurt. A set of teeth had to be retrieved
from the ditch. I gather from Margaret Stearn that Ted Tan-
sley was more worried about the oats being trampled by
onlookers, so he promptly used his binder to cut a way through
to the crater. Before long Sgt. Wagstaff of the police, the
Home Guard, Rev’d Stuart - Vicar of Wingrave, and numer-
ous folk from Wingrave had appeared on site.

Odd bits of metal were loaded onto a trailer and then back to
the farmyard. Neil Dean tells me there was quite an impres-
sive hole. The Land Girls were mainly London girls, you can
imagine their remarks. It was years before anything grew on
that spot. I think I will stick to my falling Hagbergs.

On the subject of dry summers and water restrictions, and
more dry summers promised, my father told of summers in the
past. One year Wilstone reservoir completely dried up, and
because there was nothing for the cattle to eat they were al-
lowed to graze on the weeds, which had grown to a height of
six feet. When you stood on the banks you couldn’t see the
cattle - just the moving jungle! On another occasion Grandfa-
ther tried to grow some Swedes there.

It may have been this year when the culvert which empties the
reservoir to the pump at Little Tring was exposed. The canal
company thought they would inspect the condition of the cul-
vert, so they tied a rope around Ned Oakley’s waist and sent
him up the pipe with a candle. Fifty yards up and Ned had
other ideas. He stopped, but kept pulling on the rope. Some-
how I don’t think the foreman of works was convinced. Dur-
ing another dry summer the powers-that-be thought they
would deepen the reservoir using two steam engines, one on
the middle bank and one down at the shallow end. They
dragged a wide board between them. Unfortunately the rains
came and the engine on the middle bank was stranded. Back to
the present, even with all this talk of dry summers there’s a
chance there may be a new overflow for Wilstone reservoir.
Perhaps British Waterways know something different about
the weather prospects.

A warning to all disabled drivers. Display your card the right
way up! Teresa was caught on her first drive to Tring. She
was not amused, and I think the warden and supervisor soon
realised this.The Fiesler Fi103 V1 "Doodlebug" terror weapon. Over

4,000 hit London and Kent causing considerable loss of

life. Ted and Arthur were more fortunate.

Remember, remember the fifth of
November: Fireworks at Long Mar-
ston this year!

IN Long Marston we have not forgotten, and, after an absence
of several years there will be a public bonfire and fireworks
display on Sunday 5th November this year.

See November’s Village News and watch out for local adver-
tising for full details nearer the time.

Long Marston village show 2006

I would like to thank all those who helped with and attended
the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society Vil-
lage Show this year.
Once again the show was a great success (as reported in last
months Village News) thanks to the efforts put in by our vol-
unteers who helped to set up and man the stalls and then
helped to clear up afterwards.
.

David Severs, Events Manager, LMPHS

Harvest home early - and no doodlebugs
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FIELDWIN SERVICES
David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening.
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also:
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane,
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

A parson’s protest against
Rural Council’s order
Water from taps v. water from wells

THE Berkhamsted Rural District Council decided in July to
serve notices on certain owners of properties at Wilstone to
install a proper supply of water and to discontinue the supply
from the wells. That it would not be a popular decision was
obvious, but perhaps the most unexpected outburst against it
has come from the vicar of the parish, Rev. E.J. Anthony.
Writing in the Berkhamsted Deanery Magazine he claims the
well as the last sign of independence on the part of the villages.

He writes: “A number of property owners at Wilstone have
been served, under threat of court proceedings, with notices to
install a supply of the Water Company’s water. And this not
because there is no water in the wells of Wilstone, nor yet out
of consideration for the housewives there because of the incon-
venience of pumps and buckets compared with the convenience
of the tap, but because Wilstone well water is not fit for drink-
ing. Holy Mike! The proof of the pudding is in the eating, runs
an old English saying. And the proof of a drink is in the drink-
ing. The competent judges in this matter are not the District
Council and the Medical Officer of Health at Berkhamsted, but
the people of Wilstone. Experts may have theories. But the
people who drink the water, they know. Wilstone well water is
all right.

“The present contempt for the wells of our English villages ...
it’s like listening to Naaman* giving his views on Muddy Old
Jordan. ‘Are not Abana and Pharpar better than the waters of
Israel? And the water from the chalk-hills of Chiltern better
than all the wells of the Vale of Aylesbury?’ you can hear
Naaman saying. But, granted that the well water is all right, is
not a tap a great convenience? That may be. But for the rural
districts in all these two conveniences, like water from a water-
works, there lies a trap. The effect of them is to make the vil-
lages dependent on the towns. And dependence on the town
means ultimately control by the town. With the water that the
town provides in pipes the farmer can more easily cool his
milk. Cooled milk can be controlled by a milk combine. And
milk combines mean the villages at the mercy of the towns.

“A tap is a great convenience, but independence is a greater
thing than convenience. Your wells are one of the few remain-
ing strongholds of independence. Drink from them. Glory in
them. Don’t be driven from your wells. Even if the District
Council can force you to a tap it cannot make you drink. A
well is a glorious thing. Wells speak of the freedom of a vil-
lage from the ever tightening grip of the towns.”
* Second book of Kings, Chapter 5.

Reproduced, with acknowledgement, from an article in
“The Gazette” published in 1936.

Article provided to Village News by Dick Gomm.

On the way out... pumps and buckets. (Picture: Village news)
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THE  WOODWORK 
SHOP 

Your Project in Wood 

Unit 4b 
Woodlands Farm 
The Vale  
Chesham 
Bucks HP5 3NS 

Phone  or Fax 
01494 772600 
Email  ajm42@msn.com 

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.   

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.       

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality. 

 

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
 

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

J B Services 

patios & drives 
block, shingle & tarmac 

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
no job too small 

tel: 07799 398335, 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 



Village News

Page 21 October 2006

WHO were all those cyclists and walkers out enjoying the
Autumn sunshine on Saturday, 9th September wearing bright
yellow badges? Yes, it was once again the sponsored bike
ride/walk around the Herts and Bucks churches. Here at Wil-
stone we greeted many participants who came pedalling up the
path. – the Lycra clad, couples, families with children and the

“more mature”. An alternative means of transport used was a
pony and trap. The conkers from our “spreading chestnut
tree” were very popular with younger cyclists who gathered
them by the bagful.
All our visitors enjoyed an energetic day out with the chance
to get to know the local churches and chapels of different peri-
ods and styles of architecture and to discover something of

their history, at
the same time
helping to raise
money for their
upkeep through
the Historic
Churches Trust.
Complimentary
refreshments
were offered eve-
rywhere and at
St.Cross the
event coincided
with a coffee
morning for the
church floor

fund. It was a
busy morning

indeed with those seeking to browse through the books and
bric-a-brac and produce stalls and enjoy a chat over coffee
whilst rubbing shoulders with the more athletically inclined.
With the sponsored ride/walk over for another year now is the
time to dust off your old bike or look our your hiking boots
and get into training for 2007 – the second Saturday in Sep-
tember. Put it in your diary now.

“Two wheels good, four legs better.”

The vicar, Martin Macdonald at the end of his ride and still
as fresh as a daisy! (Are you sure? Ed.)

Isn’t it strange how £20 seems…..Like such a large amount
when you donate it to church, But such a small amount when
you go shopping?

Isn’t it strange how 2 hours seems…..So long when you’re at
church. And how short, when you’re watching a good movie?

Isn’t it strange that…..You can’t find a word to say when
you’re praying. But you have no trouble thinking what to talk
about with a friend?

Isn’t it strange…..How everyone wants front-row-tickets to
concerts or games. But they do whatever is possible to sit at
the last row in church?

Isn’t it strange…..How we need to know about an event for
Church 2-3 weeks before the day so we can include it in our
agenda. But we can adjust it for other events at the last min-
ute?

Isn’t it strange…..How difficult it is to learn a fact about God
to share with others. But how easy it is to learn, understand,
extend and repeat gossip?

Isn’t it strange…..How we believe everything that magazines
and newspapers say. But we question the words in the Bible?

Isn’t it strange…..How everyone wants a place in Heaven. But
they don’t want to believe, do, or say, anything to get there?

Isn’t it strange…..How we send jokes in e-mails and they are
forwarded right away. But when we are going to send mes-
sages about God, we think about it twice before we share it
with others?

Anon.

Thought: “Isn’t it strange…” compiled by Christine Rutter

Double event at St.Cross by Andrew Minter
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Need an evening out? Come to
the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

Problem with your windows? 
 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

New for 2006!

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Grow your own by Fred Planter

.
YOU can now start to to prepare for any over-wintering
crops you intend to plant and get the plot ready to sow. On-
ions, garlic and broad beans can all be over wintered, but do
make sure you select suitable varieties.

Personally I like some flowers around the garden and al-
though a little late, there is still time to take some cuttings
from your favourite fuchsia or geranium. Few of these are
fully hardy and even under cover may not survive a severe
winter. Taking some cuttings is a good way of preserving
your plants for next year. Fuchsias and geraniums are very
simple to propagate and have a good success rate. If you
have never tried it, have a go, there is something satisfying
about producing your own plants.

All you need is a small bag of potting compost suitable for
cuttings, some 4-5 inch pots and some small clear plastic
bags. Select your cuttings, choose healthy growth tips pref

erably without the flower buds and remove from the plants.
Prepare the cuttings by removing excess leaves except two
or 3, if there are signs of small flower buds nip them out,
we want roots not flowers! With a sharp knife trim the cut-
ting at base of a leaf node and place in water. You can use
rooting powder to encourage root growth but its not essen-
tial. Dip the base of the cutting in the powder and them
push into the compost . You can put several cuttings in one
pot. Stand the pot in a inch or two of water and leave to
moisten the compost and finally cover with a plastic bag,
sealing it with tape or a elastic bands or you could simply
put whole pot in re-sealable bag. Try inflating it first by
blowing into it, this helps to keep the bag away from the
cuttings. Place the pots on suitable window cell. Wait until
the cuttings start to show signs of real growth before remov-
ing the bag or opening the bag .Keep moist and after a few
weeks re-pot into individual 4 inch pots and grow on ready
for planting out next year.

1. Select healthy growth 2. Prepare and trim 3. Pot and water 4. Seal in polythene bag
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What’s the recipe today Jane?   

 

PECAN  
DACQUOISE 

Jane says: A simple but elegant gateau, made of layers of meringue sandwiched 
with  cream, flavoured with maple syrup, rum, and pecan nuts. Fabulous!! 
WHAT YOU NEED

5 egg whites
225g (8oz ) caster sugar
175g ( 6oz ) pecan nuts
600 ml ( 1 pint ) double cream
100 ml ( 3½ fl oz ) maple syrup
3 tbsp rum

WHAT YOU DO

1. Line 3 baking sheets with non stick baking parchment and using a 20
cm ( 8 in ) plate draw a circle on each sheet.
2. Put the egg whites in a clean dry bowl and whisk unti soft peaks are
formed. Sprinkle 1 tbsp sugar over and whisk well. Keep adding and whisk-
ing until all sugar is used up.
3. Finely chop 55g (2 oz) pecan nuts and fold into the whisked egg whites.
Spread the meringues mixture equally over the 3 circles.
4. Pre heat the oven 140C, 275F, gas 1 and bake the meringues for 1½
hours, rotating the trays every ½ hour to ensure even cooking. Leave for 10
mins. then peel off the paper. Leave to cool completely.
5. While the meringues are cooling chop 55g ( 2oz ) pecan nuts . Whip the
cream with 4 tbsp maple syrup and rum to the soft peak stage.
6. Place 1 meringue, smooth side down on a serving plate and spread a
2cm ( ¾ in ) layer of whipped cream mixture and sprinkle with ½ chopped
nuts.
7. Cover with another meringue and spread with another layer of cream
and chopped nuts and cover this with the remaining cream.
8. Place the 3rd meringue, smooth side down on the top. Chill for at least 4
hours.
Decorate with the remaining whole nuts and drizzle with the remaining
syrup. ( If the syrup drips down the sides don’t worry it will still look sensa-
tional.) Serves 6-8 

by Jane Kelly 

Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

Julie Nicholls 
Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 
Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 
Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

Great Gap, Ivinghoe,  
Nr Leighton Buzzard 

Open from mid June to October 

30 different varieties of fruit 
and vegetable  

to pick your own 
Visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk

AZURE POOLS
& HOT TUBS

Your local dealer for
� SWIMMING POOLS
� SAFETY COVERS

� POOL ENCLOSURES
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS

(we deliver to you-same day service available)
� HOTTUBS
� SAUNAS

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL

SHOWROOM
(private sessions by appointment)

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE

CONTACT US!

01525 223127 or 07957424106

or visit us at
UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES
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Local names and numbers  
Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Tom Evans 07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox 07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio 01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Angus Munday 01296 660303
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt 01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men
Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Kerie Ivory 01442 822117
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope,
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

November’s Guest Editor will be:
Phil Buchi
01442 890599
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Thursday 19 October
2006 for the November edition,
published on 1st November.

We are on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on local news)

www.wilstone.me.com (Click on Village News)
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Have you seen the Vicar’s face?
THE building work at All Saints’ is completed! Alleluia!
Even better than that, it is paid for. All Saints, St Mary’s and
St Cross are part of the Tring Team Parish and although All
Saints did not have enough funds to pay for the work, the
Team Parish have paid the balance. The only problem is that
it has used up all of the reserves. With further building repairs
to churches in the team necessary (e.g. the floor at St Cross) it
is vital that the Team replenishes those funds quickly. Hence

the question:

“Have you seen the
Vicar’s face?”

After the Patronal Service at All Saints on Sunday 29th Octo-
ber Huw will shave off his beard if enough money has been
pledged. He has had a beard for 16 years (since the day he left
school) and although it has come off twice in that time (albeit
very briefly) there is no photographic evidence. In fact this is
probably the last known photo of him clean-shaven. So how
much are you prepared to pledge to find out if there is still a
face under all that hair? To sponsor this event please contact
Huw on 01442 851200 or hbellis@fish.co.uk.

All Souls
YOU are invited to an evening service for the commemoration
of the faithful departed at All Saints, Long Marston on All
Souls’ Day, Thursday 2nd November 8 pm. Everyone is wel-
come to come to remember and pray for loved ones who have
died. Please bring a flower or sprig of rosemary (the herb of
remembrance) to lay on the altar. There will be a list of the
departed in church from the week before to which you may
add names of those who you would like to be remembered.

News from the Puttenham Trust

JUMBLE SALE – Sat. 2nd September.

THANK YOU … To everyone who helped in any way
towards to the Jumble Sale. Those who brought the jumble
down to The Folly from Cecilia Hall, the “Sorters”, “the Mar-
quee Erectors”, our Sales Personnel on the day, and those in-
volved in getting the left-overs away to the tip or the recycle.
Also, not to be forgotten, are our Bakers and Tea-Sellers for
their sterling work with the “outside catering” from the con-
servatory.

The weather reports were very worrying, but in the end the
day was dry, if a little breezy, and many Jumblers came and
bought (we had 70 cars in the car park, each containing a fam-
ily), enabling us to end the day with the sum of £805.48p.

The nominated charities for the event were: The Florence
Nightingale Hospice in Aylesbury (in memory of John Min-
ster, one of our ardent Jumble Sale helpers, who sadly died of
cancer only approx. 3 weeks prior to the jumble sale), and
“Tiggywinkles” nominated by Mrs Jill Atkins of Astrope. The
proceeds will be split between these two charities and the Put-
tenham Trust.

Thank-You again, to everyone involved, including, of course,
those who brought the jumble for sale – without your contribu-
tions, there would be no sale!

News from All Saints

THE Historic Churches Bike Ride had several of our congre-
gation on their bikes and we would like to thank them all for
their sterling efforts and also those who sponsored them. We
had 56 cyclists calling at All Saints so those who manned the
church on the day were kept busy.

Quiz Night, Friday 20th October
We have several tables booked already and we hope that you
will come and support us. If you do not have a team, do come
along and we will find you one. Tickets are £3.50; bring your
own drinks and nibbles. Venue – Village Hall. First Question
8pm, so don’t be late.
To book a table telephone Carole Harrison on 01296 668526
or Neil Brown on 01442 825956.

News from St Mary’s Church

“PLEASANT  SUNDAY AFTERNOON” 
 

SUNDAY, 1ST OCTOBER
ST.MARY’S CHURCH – 3 P.M.

Our theme for this ‘PSA’ is Trees. 
Come along and see how we convert this to a 

talk, music and song. 

Light refreshments served after the entertainment.
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OCTOBER SUPPER
AND AUCTON

SATURDAY, 14TH OCTOBER

Cecilia Hall, Puttenham
7 p.m.

BRING YOUR OWN DRINK & A GLASS

Raffle – Weight of Marrow Comp:
TICKETS : £8

Contact – Christine : 01296 668337
This event is always preceded by our beef and 
ham supper, followed by sherry trifle/apple pie.  
The auction provides an opportunity to stock up 
your larder for the autumn or Christmas with 
home-made produce.   
If you are able to contribute items for the auc-
tion, please let us know, in advance if possible, 
or bring them along with you. 

The Tring Team celebrate 25 years
Cont’d from front page.

Everyone who was there had a wonderful time, but it was
important both to start and finish the celebrations with an act
of worship to God to recognise that apart from God we can
achieve nothing. This was an opportunity to say thank you to
God for guiding us and directing us in our lives as part of the
communities we live in. A time to thank God for bringing
unity between the five Churches and for being able to share a
common vision for mission, education, finances and spiritual
growth.

The exciting thing about the Christian life is that we can
never be sure where God will lead us and we often underesti-
mate what can be achieved but there’s a lot of fun in being
part of it.

The Rev’d Huw Bellis enjoying a glass of Tring Brewery’s
finest ale.

The Rev’d Frank Mercurio prepares to cut the cake.

The congregation enjoying the afternoon sun.

The celebratory cake.
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Village View         by John Painter    
THIS month John has given us 3 pictures to remind us how
lucky we are to live in such a beautiful area.

Ploughing the Stubble, Wilstone Hill, Little Tring

There is a fine view across Wilstone Hill from the towpath of
the dry canal. I liked the contrast between the newly turned
over soil and the corn stubble as the field was being ploughed
after the harvest. The photograph was taken in the last week-
end of August, I had to wait until the tractor was nicely posi-
tioned in the frame.

Tring Rural past and the present

For those of us old enough to remember the summer of 76,
this year’s drought is a monsoon by comparison! My memory
may be a little hazy, but I seem to remember day after day
without rain, whilst this year’s spells of hot weather have been
punctuated by torrential downpours (much to the relief of the
gardeners amongst us). In 1976 when the rain finally did ar-
rive, after what seemed like weeks, it was so welcome that we
just stood outside to enjoy it.

The first picture was taken looking across Startops towards
the end of August 1976, you will notice how well established
is the vegetation on the beach at the eastern end of the reser-
voir.

The second picture was taken in August 2006, almost exactly
30 years later. Although there is still quite a beach the water
level does seem a little higher this year than in 1976. The
trees on the far bank have grown and there is now a seat on the
bank, but otherwise very few differences. And, although the
area around the reservoirs has been developed as an amenity,
it is perhaps quite pleasing, when we live in a world that is
constantly changing, to see that some things do stay the same.

Still on the subject of local reservoirs...

Pike in a pickle by Gill Glasser

WHAT a way to go - this large pike had eyes way bigger than
its stomach when it attempted to eat this smaller, but nonethe-
less, amply proportioned pike............and it got stuck. Too big
to swallow, too stuck to chuck.

Presumably, the big pike swam around with a large decaying
dilemma in his mouth, and eventually died of starvation and
an aching jaw a few days later.

Michael spotted him on the concrete lower bank of the Wil-
stone reservoir early September and Tom photographed the
strange scene on the same day.


