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And the sun shone on the Church Fun Day!
by Jo Woodbridge

ST CROSS Church Fun Day, on Satur-

day 8th August, experienced the BBQ

summer the Met. Office predicted and

was a very busy affair. Plenty of dogs

rolled up for the free raffle draw and

their owners browsed the stalls and

sideshows. The offer of cream teas was

too good to resist and many visitors

were seated outside in the glorious

sunshine. The traditional stalls and

sideshows were kept busy with some

very keen competitors. Two new stalls

attracted attention this year – the rolling

pig and “throw a welly at the space hop-

per” game. Both proved popular with

the young and not so young alike.

I would like to thank everyone who

helped to make the day so successful.

The proceeds from the Fun Day will be

distributed between the local Alz-

heimer’s Association Group and Medi-

cin Sans Frontieres.

Competition winners were:

Number Board – Janet Painter

Name the Bear – Maggie Buchi

Treasure Map – John Rose

Weight of the Cake – Helen Reynolds

Dog Raffle – Lucy

Bowling – Adult: Frank Beck

Child: Daniel

Sweets in the jar – Helen Reynolds

No danger of swine flu!

Early start to the football season!

Wilstone Witch runs aground!
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A brave attempt fails -
so a village shop closes
THE Wilstone village stores will cease trading and close its

doors on Saturday 29th August at 1pm. After six months of

trading, this marks the end of a valiant attempt to make the

shop a viable proposition. Tim and Jenny re-opened the vil-

lage shop in March and have worked hard to make a go of it,

but the numbers don’t stack up and they cannot continue.

We reported in our June edition that the experiment in selling

newspapers had not worked, and that turnover would need to

increase by 40% to make the shop pay. Although initial re-

sults were promising, sales did not improve as the months

went by. Tim told Village News that he and Jenny were very

sorry that their plans for the shop had not worked out, and

that regular customers would be disappointed.

He said: “We have enjoyed being in Wilstone. We have met

and made friends with many people in the village and sur-

rounding area and they have been valued customers of the

shop. With great regret we have taken the decision, none too

lightly or easily, to close the shop for financial reasons.

Thank you to all our customers, and we wish them all the best

for the future.” Although there were regular customers for the

shop, it would appear there were not enough of them for a

chance of success.

Open Gardens opens
by Phil Buchi

AT last, a sunny afternoon for the bi-annual Wilstone Open

Gardens, which in recent years has not been dealt fair

weather. This year around 100 people joined the gentle after-

noon perambulation to see what their neighbours have been

getting up to behind clipped hedges. Most illuminating,

though a little disheart-

ening too, as everyone

else’s efforts seem to be

a long way superior to

my own. All the gar-

dens on show were

lovely, quite different

and full of good ideas

cleverly carried out. Of

particular note this year

was what must surely

be Wilstone’s smallest

garden, right next to the

Half Moon. Our picture shows Jean Fox at leisure in her mi-

cro garden. Scarcely bigger than a window box but neverthe-

less it boasts two chairs, a selection of vegetables and herbs,

colourful flower display and even a tree. Remarkable.
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Yet another bumper issue! We welcome back Ed and

Alf—a sequel to “Tales from Tringford Farm” and the

slightly off-beat Gubblecote Gob as well as a great story

on the Puttenham “big lunch.”

Unfortunately we also have to report the imminent clo-

sure of the village shop after a brave attempt by Tim and

Jenny to make it work.

Still we can all enjoy the much heralded “Barbeque Sum-

mer.” Keep listening to the weather forecast and be ready

with the charcoal. To date I have managed five sausages

and a small piece of chicken breast! But being an eternal

optimist I know that things will improve over the next few

months.

John McCall

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

30 August
10.00am St Cross Team Harvest Service.

(Followed by Harvest Lunch)

6 September

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer.

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer.

6.30pm St Cross Patronal Evening Prayer.

7 September (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship.

13 September

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion.

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion.

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer.

20 September
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion.

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer.

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer.

21 September (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship.

27 September

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and

Sunday Club.

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer.

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer.

Deadline for items for our next edition

(October) is Thursday 17th September 2009.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 16 September, Long Marston village hall.

Wednesday 21 October Puttenham village hall.

Sunday 30 August

Harvest Festival for all the villages; at St Cross, 10am.

28, 29, 30, 31 August

Marsworth Flower Festival, All Saints, Marsworth.

Saturday 5 September

Jumble Sale at Cecilia Hall, 2pm.

Saturday 5 September

Wilstone village BBQ, 1pm

Sunday 6 September

Songs of Praise at St. Cross, Wilstone, 6.30pm.

Saturday 12 September

Sponsored bike ride

(Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust)

Sunday 27 September

All Saints Sunday Club 10am

Saturday 3 October

Supper and Auction - The Puttenham Trust.

Friday 9 October

Coffee Evening 7.30 pm at 19 New Rd Wilstone

In aid of Wilstone Village Church.

Saturday 10 October

TaD Rail Exhibition Ashlyns School.

Sunday 18 October

“Go Ape” Sponsored Event Wendover Woods.

Sunday 25 October

All Saints Sunday Club 10am

Sunday 22 November

All Saints Sunday Club 10am

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: Sept 10th & 24th.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20

Family BBQ 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 

WILSTONE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

1PM SATURDAY  

5th SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS 

 

FAMILY GAMES 

 

BUNGEE RUN FOR 

ALL AGES! 

50p 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Help save your Heritage!

Sponsored
Bike 'n

Hike 2009

Over 600 churches and chapels to visit!
Raise funds for your church or chapel.

Saturday 12 September 2009, 10am - 6pm.

Raise money for the repair of your local church or chapel by getting

sponsorship for cycling or walking between churches in Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire. Anyone can take part and there is a choice of

over 600 open churches and chapels for you to visit.

For more information please contact:

Mary Minter 01442 823605 (Wilstone)

Angus Munday 01296 660303 (Long Marston)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337 (Puttenham).

www.BedsHertsHTC.org uk

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE 
 

SATURDAY

5th SEPTEMBER

at 2 p.m.

Yet another chance for that essential

clear-out of home and wardrobe ready

for the winter season.

Any offers of help with sorting,

on-the-day, or clearing afterwards

is very much appreciated.

Tel: 01296 668337

Charity

In Aid Of

2457 (TRING) SQUADRON ATC

Featuring:

Live Band and Caller

‘CORNLIQUOR’

Victoria Hall, Tring

Saturday 26th

September
For tickets call Sue:

07764 830896

Tickets £15.00

Inc Fish ‘N’ Chip

Supper.

At Sundown

(7.30-11.30.)
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In brief...

Sure Start children's centre

to open in autumn

A NEW purpose built children's centre is being built at Dun-
dale School. Building work started in May and should be fin-
ished by September. The new centre will run all sorts of ex-
citing things. Sure Start children's centres are a central point
for parents and carers of children under 5 to access informa-
tion and support. The job of a children's centre is to assess
what parents and carers need and make sure it is provided
and accessible.

Activities, courses and groups will run at the centre and at
other venues in the community. It could be things like new-
mums groups, messy play sessions, going back to work and
baby massage. Some of these will be run by the children's
centre, some will be run by other agencies such as health visi-
tors or the job centre, and others will be jointly organized.

Courses coming soon: dealing with tantrums; tips and tech-
niques for the under 5s; healthy eating and first aid.

Contact: Andrea Kelly - 07595 204 350
manager.orchard@hertschildrenscentres.org.uk

Rain rain go away... the Long

Marston village show by David Severs

ONCE again we thanked the weather gods as the rain that

blighted the afternoon of the 1st August for so many was ab-

sent from Long Marston for the duration of the annual village

show, the heavens only deciding to open as the afternoon's

proceedings drew to a close with the auction of items left in

the show hall. Even this was not thwarted with show goers

biding enthusiastically from the relative comfort of the mar-

quee on the field. Earlier the crowds were entertained with

music from Reflections and the traditional children's games in

the arena. Most stall holders reported that they had had a

good afternoon and commented on what a lovely show it was

to attend. Unfortunately the operators of the penny arcade and

the megaslide were unable to come because of the forecast of

inclement weather. Fingers crossed they will be able to make

it next year.

A word of thanks is due to all those who helped with staging

the show. A lot of hard work goes in over the three days

which is made easier by the volunteer help that we receive to

haul stuff around and erect and dismantle the various awn-

ings, gazeebos, bunting, tables, etc. that make up the fabric of

the event and those that spend their afternoon selling raffle

tickets, tombola, flipping burgers and so forth. Thanks to all

that contributed their time and effort.

(See the photo gallery on the back page.)

Long Marston Show: cups and

trophies

The Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society

awarded the following cups and trophies at the August show.

William Dean Cup (fruit and veg.) - Alan Reeves/John Rowe.

Grace Trophy (veg. collection) - Michael Glasser/John Rowe.

Ernest Gregory Cup (flowers) - Jeff Norwood.

John Chapman Trophy (roses) - John North/Alan Winfield.

Val Brash Memorial Cup (novice floral art) - Frances Farley.

Parker Cup (floral art) - Victoria Green.

William Huckvale Cup (domestic) - Carole Harrison.

Katherine Severs Memorial Plate (domestic, cakes) - Rozanne

Wallis.

‘Woman’ magazine cup (handicraft) - Margaret Kaye/Tabitha

Conn.

Frank Hopkins Trophy (art) - Debbie Chalmers.

Sir Harry Vaisey Cup (most points, child) - Laura Edmonds.

Sheila Wood Trophies (veg. collection, child) - Grace Kirk,

Maisie Driver, Liam Skells.

Sheila Wood Cup (veg. and flower, child) - Grace Kirk, Mai-

sie Driver.

Astrope Cup (photography, child) - No overall winner.

Hales Trophy (most points, lady) - Carole Harrison.

Alan Taylor Cup (most points, gentleman) - Jeff Norwood.

The winner of the Thomas Chapman Award for contribution

to village life is to be announced later.

Diplomas in Horticulture were awarded to: John North for

flowers, and three to John Rowe for root vegetables, non root

vegetables and a collection of vegetables. (Good with the veg.

then. Ed.)

Certificates in floral art were awarded to Victoria Green and

Caroline Smith-Wright.

Novice awards were earned by Alena Murrell and Phoebe

Galloway

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

No 42 Easy

Continuing with our series of easier puzzles make a start by the usual in-
spection method. You should soon solve the bottom right box and then you
are on your way to a solution.
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Sally Smith: 01296 661689 

EXPECTING VISITORS 
Can’t accommodate them? Well we can. 

B&B 
Family room available - en suite bathroom,  
separate study area - TV - reasonable rates 
Farm house in the centre of Long Marston 

Phone Gillie 01296 668548 

WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-

testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae

and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive,

messy dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it!

Wed d i n g?

Speci a l Even t?
Arrive in style in my beautiful vintage 

La gon d a

For full details & prices contact Chris Mann: 
Email -  chrism@bodyshopmag.com

Tel: 07785 972126 

The boy from Belarus by Rachel Mead

FOR the month of July we hosted a Belarussian boy through

the charity Chernobyl Children Lifeline. We were visited by

an eleven year old boy called Artem. He came from a rural

part of Belarus.

Over the past twelve years this

charity has brought over 37,000

children from Chernobyl con-

taminated regions of Belarus to

the UK for rest and recuperation.

We were told that one month of

clean air and uncontaminated

food will add 18 months to their

life. The charity also organises a

humanitarian aid programme

which provides vital medicines,

food and clothing to special hos-

pitals, orphanages and communi-

ties in the contaminated zones.

When the Chernobyl nuclear

accident happened in 1986 over 70% of the radioactive sub-

stances fell over the population of Belarus. As a result 1.5

million children are at high risk of contracting cancer or leu-

kaemia. There is an 800% increase in thyroid disease and

many girls are now turning out to be sterile.

We dealt with the Chiltern branch of the charity which is

based in Chesham. They organise a month of activities, so on

most days we would drop him off in the morning, he would

go out for the day with eight other chil-

dren, and then we would collect him

again in the afternoon. They had a

pretty hectic schedule and did things

like Legoland, Windsor Castle, Bekon-

scot model village, the cinema, swim-

ming and the seaside. You get a few

free days to do whatever you want.

Artem does not have a Dad and just

loved spending time with Chris, espe-

cially on the farm. He loved to go

swimming, but most of all he just

wanted to play computer games.

Our girls Beth and Molly were brilliant

about it all. Beth had to give up her bed-

room and they both kept quiet while Artem

was completely spoiled and allowed to eat

with his elbows on the table. It was a very worthwhile thing

to do but I found it quite challenging. At the end of the day

he was a normal eleven year old boy who could give a bit of

attitude. That said, I truly hope he goes on to lead a healthy

and happy life, and that one day we may see him again.

(L to R) Raman Abdulhakov, Bethany

Mead, Artem Kojpish and Molly Mead.
(Picture: John Painter)
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Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

Mr D. leaves in a storm by Sally Smith

FRIDAY 17th July 2009 was a rather special day at Long

Marston School. Not only was it the last day of school for

the Year 6 pupils who are now about to begin their learning

journey at Tring School, but it was also the day that the

school, and the village, said goodbye to Mr D.

Mr Peter Dickenson had been Headteacher

at Long Marston School for 20 years and

had decided that now was the right time for

him to start the next chapter. There was a

special Farewell Assembly on Thursday 16th

July during which Mr D had been presented

with gifts and memorabilia from the pupils,

the Friends of LMS and the staff.

Friday morning dawned with a mixed

weather forecast and everybody involved

held their breath that the weather would

hold. Tables and chairs were set out during

the afternoon in between light, and not so

light, showers and marquees were erected ‘just in case’. The

BBQ began at 5pm – and the heavens opened at 5.30pm!

Despite this, people arrived and huddled under any available

shelter they could find and waited for the star guest to arrive

with his family.

The appointed time for Mr D’s departure arrived and, as if by

magic, the rain stopped! It was already obvious to many that

there was no way a balloon flight would be possible and so

everybody was on tenderhooks to see what alternative trans-

port had been arranged. This question was answered when

an enormous black, stretch limousine appeared on the back

field and was immediately swamped

by children agog with amazement.

After cutting the cake which had

been specially made for the occasion

by Mrs Mel Bayer, and saying how

much he would miss the school and

everybody within it, Mr Peter Dick-

enson and his family, each clutching

a glass of champagne, climbed into

the car and headed off to begin their

next chapter.

It was a very emotional moment for eve-

rybody and more than a few people could be seen wiping the

tears from their eyes. It truly was the end of an era and the

knowledge of this fact was felt by everyone present.

Goodbye Mr D – we’ll miss you. (see also page 31)

One last farewell drink?

Sudoku solution No41
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F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door 
Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

Thinking of Learning French? 
 

Do you have a house in France & would 

like help with conversational French? 

 

Do you need tuition for school exams? 

 

All Levels – individual or small groups  

Tailored to suit your needs 

 

For more information contact Linda Ellis  
Tel: 01296 661136 

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional Clean Efficient

Certificates Issued for House Insurance

Lucky Sweep for Weddings

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Call Steve Jackson

Tring (01442) 890041

07947 757309

Letters…
From James Brown, Wilstone

Can I hear Glastonbury from Wilstone?

Obviously not but it is 8.20pm on a Sunday

evening and it must still be 24 degrees centigrade. I

would love to have the windows open to get a breeze

through the house but I have a dilemma. My nine year

old daughter is trying to go to sleep, but she is very hot

so I go to open her window but once again we have a

rock band playing (or rather attempting to) in the village

hall.

Whilst I understand that hiring the hall out is necessary

for it's upkeep, I would like those that are responsible

for hall bookings to be mindful that the noise generated

from such activity is considerable for the houses close

by.

Wilstone is a wonderfully peaceful village can we

please keep it this way, at least on a Sunday ?

James Brown

Tring Road

From Ian Rance, Tring

Mum: Mrs Vera Rance
WE as a family would like to put the record straight

about Mum’s funeral wishes. A few murmurings were heard

while we were waiting for the hearse to leave the cottage; that

it was sad and hard that there were no flowers. But it was

Mum’s wishes that there would be no flowers, no black, no

tears, and last but not least - as Mum put it - no bun feast. I

think we as a family knew Mum better than anyone. Recently

while in hospital she said to one of her grandsons: “Well boy,

if I don’t come out of here, I’ve had a good run”. My wife,

Sheila, had many conversations with Mum about her wishes,

and we promised her it would be as she wished.

As my Mum put it: life is for the living, and should carry on

as normal after her death. As for the memorial service, Mum

would not have wished us to attend and Sheila and I felt very

strongly about it. Mum was just Mum, or Nan to the family.

She was a good listener to our troubles when we had them

and helped out when she could. She enjoyed being taken out

for the day; she insisted on paying her way and at times it was

hard for us to treat her even to a cup of tea. Yes, we will miss

her very much but as she would have put it: “Life goes on,

enjoy every day”. Thanks Mum; rest in peace.

With love from Ian, Sheila, Ricky, Beverly, Gary and Kim.
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What a Wonderful World! By Phillipa Taylor

Marsworth flower festival, Friday 28TH – Monday 31ST August

All Saints Church, Marsworth

THIS year’s Marsworth Flower Festival, is being held over

the August bank holiday weekend from Friday 28th to Mon-

day 31st August and promises to be one of the highlights of

the region’s year. Don’t forget to put the dates in your diary

and plan a visit with your family

and friends to All Saints Church,

Church Lane, Marsworth HP23

4LX. The church will be open for

visitors from 10am to 6pm on each

day of the Festival.

During the four days of the festi-

val, the church will be beautifully

decorated with a large number of

floral arrangements depicting the

theme of ‘What a wonderful

world’. “This year our very tal-

ented team of arrangers has drawn

inspiration from both the lyrics of

the well-known popular song and

also more widely from some of the

wonderful gifts that we find in our

world. As you walk round our

church we hope that you will feel

inspired and uplifted by the beauty

of the flowers and the imagination

and creativity of the arrange-

ments”, comments Ken Longhurst,

Marsworth Flower Festival Chair-

man.

There will be a marquee for refreshments, stalls, demonstra-

tions, a flower shop, a Pimm’s tent, an exhibition of art work

from Marsworth CE Infants School and much more. There

will also be a concert by the choir in the Millennium Hall,

Marsworth, on Saturday 29th August starting at 8pm. Tickets

are available from

Annette Botting,

01296 662007.

Ken Longhurst con-

cludes, “The money

that we raise over the

four days of the Festi-

val will go towards

funding the develop-

ment of much-needed

facilities in the

Church and towards

the general upkeep of

the building. The

whole village of

Marsworth feels part

of the festival and we

hope that many peo-

ple from the Chilterns

and beyond are able

to join us and share in

our floral glories to our wonderful world.”

Mission committee chose Angel Tree by Helen Reynolds

THE Mission Committee have chosen the Angel Tree for

their charity for September and October. For someone in

prison Christmas is one of the most difficult times, and for

their families it is the season when the divide that the prison

walls bring can seem too much to bear. The Angel Tree pro-

gramme seeks to lessen the devastating effect of this divide,

by helping families stay in touch. Angel Tree is a Prison Fel-

lowship programme providing those in prison with an oppor-

tunity to send a Christmas gift to their child(ren) at no cost to

themselves. Through the Chaplaincy a prisoner can apply to

send a gift which is then chosen, bought, wrapped and sent

by Angel Tree supporters around the country. Included with

each gift is a hand written message from Mum or Dad, mak-

ing the gift extra special. Every gift can have a Christian

story book added at the parent’s request. The Chaplaincy

team distribute hundreds of application forms to prisoners in

the first two weeks of October. This signals the start of this

large operation. Forms are checked by the prison and then the

volunteers can start ordering the gifts, paper etc and planning

the wrapping sessions. The local group for HMP The Mount

send about 300 presents to children in Britain and overseas.

They raise the money to buy the gifts which is where we can

help with our fund raising in Tring Team. If we should raise

more money than we need for the gifts at The Mount the

money is sent to headquarters to help other groups at other

prisons who may not have the same success. If any one wants

to know more or would like to help with the packing sessions

please phone Helen Reynolds on 01442 381795.

We plan to hold two ‘Australian Morning Teas’. When I was

in Australia they had tea or coffee with scone, cream and jam

or cake in the morning, so we are going to try this for a

change. We hope they will be held at the Vicarage Aldbury

in Sep and in Tring in Oct. Look out for the dates and do

come and share a novel morning. Please look out for other

fund raising in the church notices or on posters.
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Wheather forecast by Andy Ashwell

AS I sit here in the garden on a glorious sunny day wearing

only shorts and a T-shirt, I take a sip of my ice-cold beer and

wonder how I will remember this summer: sunny, like now;

dry, as during Wimbledon; a monsoon July; or just a random

mixture of everything you would expect for a normal British

summer. Who knows which, but I certainly won’t remember

it as the ‘barbecue summer’ that the Met Office predicted

back in April.

We joined the throng of disgruntled victims of the Met Of-

fice’s iffy forecasting skills during

our summer holiday in Cornwall. It

was frustrating, and sometimes comi-

cal, to watch them struggling to pre-

dict the afternoon’s weather, let alone

that of the next day. Their regular

knocking of St Swithin was a little

unfair considering that his prediction

(for the period of our holiday) was a

reasonable 50% correct, as opposed

to their embarrassingly low 36%. I

remember my Maths teacher telling

me that you will be around 70% cor-

rect if you simply assume that tomor-

row’s weather will be the same as

today’s. When I put his theory to the

test it actually scored 71% - just as

predicted.

Anyway, despite the variable weather, we had a lovely time

and managed to spend most of our time on the beach building

sandcastles, paddling in the sea, and eating ice-cream. One

day, halfway through building a mag-

nificent sandcastle, I turned to Flor-

ence for her approval only to find that

she had gone off with Mummy to buy

yet another ice-cream. I looked

around and noticed that the only other

person digging on the beach was an-

other dad. “I only do it for the kids,”

he laughed, and walked over to help

me finish building my sandcastle.

When Florence returned sporting a

chocolate-coloured ‘Cavalier beard

and tash’ with ice-cream dripping

through her fingers, I asked her what

had happened to mine.

“Mummy ate it,” she replied, as she

kindly thrust the revolting and sticky

remains of her own ice-cream towards

me. “You can finish it if you want,”

she continued, “it’s delicious – isn’t it

Mummy?” But Mummy remained curiously silent as she led

Florence away to wash in a rock-pool.

After many more sandcastles and even more ice-creams we

reluctantly returned home. As is usual after a holiday, the

garden had gone haywire and the back lawn in particular was

in a terrible state. This was mainly because, the day before

we left for Cornwall, Mummy had found an old packet of

lawn weed-killer in the shed (left by the previous owners)

which she had decided to try it out. Unfortunately Florence

had wanted to help and although Mummy tried to explain the

meaning of “sprinkle sparingly over the affected area” she

thought that throwing large handfuls of the stuff wherever

she fancied was much more fun. Consequently, our back

‘lawn’ is now a black lawn punctuated by the odd tufty,

green bit - more suited to an exhibit at the Tate Modern than

to a back-garden in rural Hertfordshire.

Surprisingly, most of our vegetables, ex-

cept for the carrots, coped well in our ab-

sence. But, unfortunately, my nemeses –

the slugs – who have now added carrot-

tops (not Florence – she’s a strawberry-

blonde) to their menu, had chewed their

way through half our crop whilst we were

away. I have already written too much

about my futile war on slugs in previous

magazines but, for the record, I have found

a successful way of controlling them with-

out having to resort to using any nasty

chemicals – just nasty scissors instead. Of

course it only works when I’m around to

wield the scissors – hence the present prob-

lem with the carrots.

Our bumper crop of plums is ripening nicely and so too are

the blackberries that hang over from next-door. The main

problem with both of these fruit, apart from the fact that I

don’t really like either of them, is that they

seem to attract wasps by the bucket-load. My

pretty Victorian wasp-trap has proved to be a

complete and utter waste of time and has so

far caught nothing – apart from a slug which

I’m pretty sure Mummy put in there to tease

me.

But, despite all that, the great thing is that

Florence loves both plums and blackberries,

and Mummy makes great jam. We already

have, thanks to an earlier fruit-picking trip to

Grove Farm, 92 jars of various jams in the

cupboard and not since the builders were

here have we got through so much sugar in

such a short time – and we haven’t even

started making plum jam yet … or chutney.

Well that’s our Christmas presents sorted and

who knows, perhaps next year we’ll even try

entering something in the Long Marston

Show: although they might have to include a new category of

‘garden pests’ if I am to stand any chance of winning any-

thing.

Florence with “Cavalier beard

and ’tash.”
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SELL YOUR HOME QUICKLY

AND PROFITABLY
with the help of

BY DESIGN (TRING) LTD

Sell FASTER and sell for MORE after a

HOME STAGING CONSULTATION

- get the help you need ranging from a few hours to a whole day.

Need some hands on to help to get your home ready to sell? Not

getting the response you expected from potential buyers? Why not

let us use our professional skills on your home for just a day and see

how much we can improve your chances of completing the sale you

need!

In the best of times it can be hard to achieve a fast, profitable sale.

Now it's even harder, so take advantage of our many years of ex-

perience in dressing and selling homes in this area. We strive to

minimise your costs and maximise your profits.

Ring 07979 381410 to discuss how we can be of help. Be assured

you will receive a friendly and professional response.

By Design (Tring) Ltd

Your local Interior & Garden Design Company

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Let Pilates help you achieve  
your sporting goals 

 

Pilates is effective for developing core strength to  
encourage peak performance and reduce injury for  

any sporting activity, from tennis, horse riding 
 to running & golf. 

 

Pilates Fitness for Life specialises in 1-1 lessons & small 
group classes for more individual attention. 

 
Call Karen on 07971 400558 

 

www.pilatesfitnessforlife.co.uk 
 

Member of Body Control Pilates Assoc & Register of Exercise Professionals 

This new clinic set in the tranquil countryside at the vil-
lage of Mentmore is now offering a range of osteopathy

and complementary health treatments including:

• Osteopathy including cranial  osteopathy 

• Naturopathy 

• Pilates and personal fitness training 

• Reflexology 

• Aromatherapy, remedial and sports mas-
sage 

• Indian head massage 

• Hopi Ear candle treatment 
 

Each of these is provided by qualified and experienced
therapists. For more information please contact us on

01296 661081.
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The Gubblecote Gob 
Gubblecote’s Very Own Willy Wonka? 

The majority of you have probably noticed by now that 
there doesn’t seem to be a great number of employees at 
the egg factory in Gubblecote, yet it has come to the atten-
tion of the Gubblecote Gob that productivity is at an all 
time high! There are still dozens of lorries coming to & 
from the factory each day, all packed to the brim with 
fresh eggs, yet with no one to pack them, how is this hap-
pening? 

Mystery 
We decided to do some investigating to try & solve this 
mystery. 

Orange 
After many months of covert research we have discovered 
that the factory is being run by Oompa Loompas! That’s 
right, those little orange men made famous by Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate factory. 

Dream 
We have conducted an interview with one of Gubblecote’s 
residents to see how he feels on the matter. 
Charlie Kelly (8) of Lukes Lane had the following to say: 
GG: So Charlie, what do you think about being so close to 
the world famous Oompa Loompas? 
C: Erm...very fascinating. 
GG: Have you seen any Oompa Loompas? 
C: Yes. Sometimes I dream about being an Oompa 
Loompa. 
GG: Charlie, it seems like their presence has really effected 
you 
C: Yes. Some people think that Oompa Loompas aren’t 
real, but I think they’re the most fascinating things in the 
world. They’re very small & funny. 
GG: What do you think this is doing for Gubblecote’s econ-
omy? 
C: Pardon? 
GG: Do you think the Oompa Loompas are bringing more 
business and industry to Gubblecote? 
C: Half & half. (Long pause). Is this supposed to be a joke 
or something? 
GG: Ahem...well thank you for your time Mr Kelly. 

Hamlet 
Well there we have it; compelling evidence that there are 
indeed Oompa Loompas right here in this sleepy hamlet of 
Gubblecote. 

Crime Wave Hits Gubblecote!

It seems of late a crime wave has hit Gubblecote, so we 
thought it only fair to gather a comprehensive report and 
publish our findings. 
To help us, we brought in Gubblecote’s Crime Response 
And Prevention Team, (C.R.A.P. team). 
Here is the C.R.A.P. Team’s report: 
1. Several incidents of loutish hikers (not from Gubble-

cote, may I add), have been sighted walking on the 
wrong side of the road. 

2. A litter bug is on the loose—we found at least 3 
items of litter discarded about Gubblecote, includ-
ing a drinks can and a chocolate bar wrapper on the 
side of the road, and most alarmingly, a Wotsit 
packet flung carelessly into the River Gubb. 

3. An unruly fir tree growing horizontally on the Tring 
Road (see pic below). 

4. Adrenaline-junkie rabbits playing chicken in the road 
have almost caused a number of collisions. 

5. A plague of aphids wreaking havoc in and around 
residents’ homes, causing children to be afraid of 
going outdoors, and a hamlet-wide ban on wearing 
yellow. 

6. A mammoth brick wall has crumbled into the River 
Gubb, causing disruption to the current, we dread 
to think what effect this will have on our fragile eco-
system.  

As you can see, the C.R.A.P. Team have been working re-
lentlessly to try and record & control this wave of antiso-
cial behaviour. 

Trees growing sideways, what next? 

Huge Wall 

Local Weather by our weather specialist,         

Gail Force-Winds 
Weather this month is reported to be either rainy or sunny, 
with some cloud coverage some of the time, and a small 
risk of hail or even snow. 



LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn

Chapman. Both are Members of the British

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,

Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an

Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of

the Association of

Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926
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AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Parish Council news            by Phil Buchi 

Affordable housing:

application submitted

THE planning application by Aldwyck Housing Association

to build eight affordable homes on council owned land in

Wilstone has been submitted to Dacorum Borough Council.

Comments on the plans can be made up until 3rd September

2009, and it is likely that a decision will be made at the 1st

October meeting of the Dacorum development control com-

mittee. The plans were on view at the August Parish Council

meeting at Wilstone village hall, and a number of villagers

came along to see them. Some were pleased that a number of

detailed changes had been made in response to the public

consultation held earlier this year. Details of the application

and the plans can be viewed on the Dacorum website:

www.dacorum.gov.uk. It is easy to submit comments via the

website too. The planning application number is 4/01285/09/

FUL and the case officer is Robert Freeman, telephone

01442 228087. The Clerk to the Parish Council, Mrs Dawn

Slade (01442 824138) also has a copy of the documents and

villagers can phone her to make arrangements to see them.

... and more parking spaces

Associated with the affordable housing scheme is a proposal

to create nine additional parking spaces for residents of

Grange Road, Wilstone. This is in direct response to con-

cerns expressed at the public consultation about the effect of

the new development on traffic and parking in the vicinity.

A planning application has now been made to carry out this

work, and these plans were also available for viewing at the

Parish Council meeting. The nine new spaces will be created

by re-arranging grass verges and shrubberies. The plans can

be viewed on the Darocum website, the application number

is: 4/01286/09/FUL. Comments can be made on this pro-

posal up to 3rd September 2009. The case officer is again

Robert Freeman, and Dawn Slade also has a copy of the plan

(see contact details above).

Hedges grow

No, not a glimmer of a revival in the City, more a statement

of the rather obvious. A plentiful supply of rain in July has

created a great year for growing hedges. Some of these are

now encroaching onto the roadways and footways of the
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Open 7 days
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT

Tel: 01442 828478
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

•Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil
• our own beef and lamb• local sausages and cured

bacon • local pickles • preserves • quality fresh fruit
and vegetables • pet food • Heygates animal feeds.

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy
tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Stock up for your

Summer Barbeque.
Our beef burgers and beef sausages are

made from our own farm beef.
Great selection of BBQ foods - come and have a look.

Charcoal from sustainable local
Black Poplar pollarding.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  

of the month.  
 

Email:  
queenshead@ fsmail.net

parish creating an obstacle for pedestrians and road users

alike. The Parish Council has received numerous complaints

from villagers and would like to remind householders and

landowners that they have the responsibility of keeping their

hedges in check. Now may be the time for a nice trim.

Strategy matters

Dacorum Borough Council’s consultation on the emerging

core strategy for the next 20 years closed on 28th August.

This is the beginning rather than the end though, as the vari-

ous strategy documents will continue to be debated in public

until they are submitted to an independent planning inspector

in 2011. The draft strategy is contained in a series of docu-

ments of about 20 pages each, of which two are particularly

relevant to us in the Tring Rural villages. The “Spatial Strat-

egy for the Town of Tring” does not sound like a scintillating

read, but in fact it proved to be quite interesting. It includes a

smashing satellite picture of the area and a clear map showing

the various options put forward in the document, on which

comments were invited. The “Spatial Strategy for the Coun-

tryside” is of direct relevance to these villages and includes a

great description of the local countryside and three useful

maps of the area. Well worth printing from

www.dacorum.gov.uk as it turned out. Now I have all this

stuff, I might be inspired to write a piece for Village News

about it - perhaps.
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Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site 

Welding - Tyres - 

Wheels balanced - 

Batteries - Exhausts - 

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

This new clinic set in the tranquil countryside at the vil-
lage of Mentmore is now offering a brand new Pilates /
Personal training studio which offers a range of classes

including:-

• Pilates Classes (max 4 persons) 

• Studio sessions incorporating the Pilates re-
former, rollers & balls 

• Golf Pilates courses designed to improve golf-
ers technique 

• Personal training and conditioning classes 

Each of the classes is provided by Jacqueline Crane BSc
(Hons) MSc, a Pilates and Personal Training Specialist.

For more information please contact

01296 661081 or Mobile No. 07985574153.
www.roseberyremedies.co.uk 
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The agricultural story line… by David Mead

After the combine
AT the time of writing (18th August) the harvest has

been progressing for ten days. Another ten days should

tidy up some Wendover contract work and finally, the

spring sown oil seed rape. Think positive. The sun will

shine and the Bucks Show will be visited. Simon on the

combine, Chris in the drier and assorted corn carters

will have seen one o’clock in the morning and been on

parade at seven o’clock the same morning.

When moving the combine from field to field, Aldbury

to Wilstone, Dagnall to Gubblecote, the corn-carting

tractor and trailer go ahead to slow or stop the traffic at

the narrow points. On two

occasions they took different

routes. The mobile phone

gets hot; cars take to the

verges if possible!

An oil leak on the dryer re-

sulted from a fractured un-

ion. What can be done? It’s

the weekend. A piece was

borrowed from Simon and

Jenny’s boiler; the dryer was

working again. There’s

nothing quite like a cold

shower, but don’t suggest

that to Jenny and family.

In my young days - all those

years ago - the average yield on this gravelly soil was

1½ tons to the acre. The weighing mechanism on the

combine has registered 4 tons an acre this year. What of

the price? Last year we averaged £125 a ton. They are

offering £87 at the moment. Apparently the Americans

have boosted their acreage substantially. Farmers usu-

ally have to sell some at harvest, storage space and cash

flow dictate. Apparently a farmer at Aston Rowant,

close to the M40, has a huge heap outside awaiting

processing and transport.

While the harvest progresses, there are plenty of things

to think about: the final test match at the Oval, the start

of the football season, and the latest instructions from

the dear Minister of Agriculture. The Environment

Agency is worried about our nitrate vulnerable zone.

They have asked for the weight of manure produced

each month by each animal in various age groups, and

how much land is being used by each animal. If you

can imagine this being fed into a computer! Anyway, is

there too much manure and not enough land? Tell this

to the dung beetles. No, don’t - they will have to be

counted too.

Back to normality. The rain in July has kept the grass

green. I think the cattle are looking well. Mr Waitrose

is short of finished cattle - it’s nice to be wanted. A bit

of a battle goes on. They want finished cattle, but we

want finished cattle with a good weight.

I started to take out loads of logs. It seems a bit strange

during this warm spell, but the first cool evenings are

just around the corner. Oh

dear.

Marian and Brian Cooper -

his mother and father ran the

Half Moon for many years -

are visiting us at the end of

the month. He told Teresa

that Cornwall has been

packed solid this summer. I

wouldn’t fancy moving a

combine down there.

It has been reported on an

internet site that there are

two combine drivers in As-

ton Clinton with a combined

age of 160. I know Ren

Stewart is 82. He still does all his own operations at the

farm, which is mainly to the left of Stablebridge Road.

The second combine driver is Don Evitt who has been a

councillor for many years. Ren Stewart has bought a

new combine this year - a new digital challenge -

unlike Dave Lake from Drayton Beauchamp who last

year lovingly coaxed his museum piece out of its shed.

This trailed bagging machine called ‘Daisy’ completed

his four acres of barley with no difficulty.

Despite the dust, the breakdowns, the late nights and

the weather worries, harvest time is still a bit special.

That bowl of cereals, crust roll with pint of beer. It’s

got to be done.

After the combine: straw bales laze in the sunshine

awaiting collection. (Picture: Village News)
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Brownies sing for change by Rachael Mead

ON Thursday 2nd July the 1st Long Marston & Wilstone

Brownies held their Sing for Change fundraising tea. The

year 2010 is the Girlguiding Centenary. To help commemo-

rate this they have issued a challenge called Changing the

World. Girlguiding UK has teamed up with 20 charities and

created a range of pro-

jects for girls and young

women to take part in

and ‘Change the World’.

We got the girls to re-

search the various chari-

ties. They reported back

to the unit and then we

all voted. Water Aid

won our vote, possibly

because it was men-

tioned that we could do

water games and have

lots of fun. We then sent

off for the Water Aid

pack. Their challenge

was called ‘Sing for

Change’. We decided to

do an afternoon tea for

the Brownies parents. At tea the girls sang the special Water

Aid songs and read out facts about the charity and clean wa-

ter. They did not wear Brownie uniform, but wore shades of

blue to represent water. Water Aid is a leading independent

organisation which enables the world’s poorest people to

gain access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education.

Our Sing for Change tea raised £75. This was helped by

P.E.Mead & Sons Farm Shop who very kindly donated all

the yummy cakes. Our thanks to them. Also, some of the

Brownies did their own fundraising. One held a coffee morn-

ing and made £30, and three others ran a cake stall and made

£60. Making it £165 in total!

The Brownies worked to-

gether well on this project

and deserved their special

Change the World badge.

They did activities including

water games, drama, henna

hand painting, clay hands,

Indian food tasting and ‘wet

and wild’ night. They all

showed genuine interest in

this project which is reflected

in the fact that they did their

own fundraising. Thank you

to all who contributed.

Rachel Mead, Brown Owl.

P.S. Brown Owl is leaving Brownies at Christmas. Claire

Fordham, Barn Owl, is taking over. If anyone out there wants

to become a leader or unit helper please let us know.

Top cat by Hector the Cat

MY name is Hector; I am eight years

old - born on Christmas Day. I live

in Tring Road, Wilstone. Jeff lives

next door and I like to visit him. If

the weather is fine I like to go next

door about eight in the morning, but

if it is raining I stay at home a little

longer. You see, I am a Pedigree and

Pedigrees do not like getting wet. I

do like to be made a fuss of, but then

I should be, because as everyone

says I am beautiful. But do you

know, sometimes Jeff reads the pa-

per which is most annoying, so I

purposely sit on it. Once, instead of

caressing me he started to write a

letter, so to teach him a lesson I

nipped him (not too hard) to show I

did not approve. What is the world

coming to? One must have disci-

pline.

I know how to open cupboard doors and

like to explore. When I feel tired I have the

choice of three armchairs. I try each in turn;

in fact I have my very own red cushion.

Before I go home I have a tasty snack. I like

the Tuna and Mackerel which I thought

must come from one of the reservoirs, but

Jeff tells me it’s from Marks and Spencer.

Yes, of course - that’s where Mrs Lovett

gets my Organic Luxury Chicken. Hmm - I

think it’s time she got me some more. I

shall ask Jeff to ring her. Two dogs have

decided to live with us back at home. I did

not think much of this to start with, but

have let them know who the boss is. At the

village fete they won prizes for wagging

their tails - the show-offs. I keep Jeff’s gar-

den free of intruders. Can anyone do with

some feathers?Hector the cat. Photo by Caroline

Johnson

Brownies—but not dressed in brown!
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The diary of a prairie dog by Scruffy Ed

Readers will remember their disappointment earlier in the year when the very last “Tales from Tringford Farm” was

published, following the demise of the authors, sheep Gary and Minty, and the relocation of many of the other animals

to neighbouring farms. Among the stars of that series were dogs Scruffy Ed and Alf and the beautiful mare Miss Nina,

owned by Bo-Peep. At the end of May all emigrated to Canada where Scruffy Ed’s literary talents have blossomed and

he has metamorphosed into “Ed the Prairie Dog”. He has been commissioned to produce an occasional article and

hopes to secure a picture or two next time.

As you may have observed I have not been around the village

for a month or two of late, but being a village you will all no

doubt have heard that I along with my friend Alf have emi-

grated to Canada; the prairie province of Alberta to be exact.

Oh yes, Miss Nina the horse has come too but more on her

another time.

Now how, you ask, did we travel to Canada? - with great

organisation. We had a double air kennel especially made

for us both to travel together. On arrival at Heathrow the

cargo people from Air Canada took special care of us, load-

ing our kennel into a special hold under the pilots’ seats.

Here we slept away the journey to arrive in a place called

Calgary some eight hours later. We were met by our people

who seemed overjoyed to see us, as were we to see them -

well I was. I barked and barked and raced around glad to be

on solid ground again. Alf just yawned and stretched and

took it all in his stride. He jumped into the truck and was

ready for our next jaunt. This was a ride from Calgary to a

town called Lethbridge. We stayed in a very smart hotel, our

room overlooking an indoor garden with a swimming pool.

We were not allowed into the garden so I made up for that by

running up and down the corridors to see how many replies I

could get from the closed doors. Quite a few, much to every-

body’s annoyance.

Next morning it was back into our truck to our final destina-

tion which is to be our home for evermore. This is a small

homestead, another term for smallholding, 25 acres with

house, barn, and a very old heritage grain elevator. Alf and I

have already explored and marked it as a likely hunting spot

for mice and rats. The hunting out here is out of this world:

there is an abundance of gophers, squirrel like creatures that

can disappear down a hole way before I can reach them. Alf

has not had much luck catching one yet either. There are

also deer, rabbits, wild cats, skunk and porcupine. Those last

two we have been warned to stay away from. Mind you Alf

won’t take any notice - if it moves it has to be chased. We

think he had already met with a skunk. He came home for

supper smelling so bad he wasn’t allowed in until he had a

wash under the yard hose. Even then he smelt. Another bath

the following day helped a bit but it was a good few days

before he smelt good again. The one big worry for our peo-

ple we have heard them discussing is something called coyo-

tes. This appears to be a big dog which they tell us is trouble

and nasty for us to get involved with. In fact these people of

ours have some nasty flash bangs called “Bear Bangers” to

keep them away.

At present it is very warm and sunny but I will report later on

the winter months. The local ranchers tell us that last winter

the snowdrifts were 7ft deep and the temperature was minus

43C. I will not be going out in that; too much snow even for

a snow lover like myself.

That’s all for this time. Next report on Miss Nina’s arrival.

She is here making out she is the queen of all.

Cheers Ed and Alf

Memorial services held for village stalwarts

MEMORIAL services have been held at St.

Cross, Wilstone, for two of the village’s

truly great citizens. Not surprisingly the

church was filled to overflowing on both

occasions.

The passing of Mrs Vera Rance was marked

at a service on 11th July conducted by Rev’d

Joanne Wetherall. Villagers described the

lifelong contribution she had made to the

village and there was a special musical trib-

ute. The church was decorated with large

sunflowers, and everyone was invited to take

one away creating a colourful scene in the

village afterwards.

On 7th August villagers gathered to mark the

death of Mr Richard (Dick) Gomm, who died in

Torquay after a short illness. His son, Robin -

who was one of the last pupils at Wilstone

School - delivered a fascinating account of his

father’s life and his own childhood memories in

Wilstone. Dick Gomm’s ashes were later buried

at Wilstone cemetery. The service was con-

ducted by Rev’d Joanne Wetherall.

So pass on two stalwarts of the post-war family

generation who revived village life after the war. It

is this energetic group that we have to thank for our

present village hall, and for laying the foundations

of the lively community that we have here today.

Sunflowers filled St.

Cross for Vera
Rance.
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Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byron

in Pitstone

07860 340 130

News from the Hospice

Sir Michael Parkinson presents award to Hospice chef

A big-hearted chef and his dedicated team of kitchen assis-

tants and volunteers have been presented with a prestigious

award by Sir Michael Parkinson.

Chris Took, who can always be seen popping in and out of

the kitchen at the Hospice to talk to patients about their needs

and concerns, was nominated by colleagues for his upfront

and caring attitude when working with patients and their

families to assess their nutrition and dietary requirements.

His work was recognised and Chris was invited to attend a

regional award ceremony, which he won. He then went on

to be selected for the national award.

Last week he attended the Health and Social Care National

Dignity Award for People in Care Services at Excel with a

team of ten staff, volunteers and two family members of a

patient. All enjoyed a suberb meal and were entertained by

Darren and Lilia from Strictly Come Dancing!

Since May 2008 Phil Hope, MP, Minister for Care Services

has been working to share best practice on dignity in care and

to raise the profile of Dignity in Care. The National Dignity

Ambassador, Sir Michael Parkinson has accompanied him on

part of the tour.

Sir Michael spent two hours chatting to winners and later

presented Chris with his award. Sir Michael spoke passion-

ately about why the award means so much to him.

The following day, he appeared on GMTV to talk about the

night and highlighted his plans to work with the Department

of Health to improve the diginity of patients who are being

cared for. The programme also showed a clip of Chris receiv-

ing his award.

Sir Michael Parkinson, the Dignity in Care Ambassador says:

“Most of us will at some point be in contact with care ser-

vices - be that in our work, or as a service user, a carer, a rela-

tive or friend. The People's Award for Dignity in Care is a

great way for us to recognise the dedication of health and care

staff treating people with the dignity and respect they de-

serve.

“I was really moved by Chris’ story. He gives people back

their basic enjoyment of food, which most of us take for

granted. He thoroughly deserves the People's Award for Dig-

nity in Care and he’s a credit to Hertfordshire and to care ser-

vices.”

Dr Ros Taylor, Hospice Director said: “Dignity is the corner-

stone of hospice care and underpins all that we do for patients

and families at St Francis…..so CONGRATULATIONS to

Chris and his catering team for showing the world that some-

thing as ordinary but important as eating can be approached

in a dignified and compassionate way, helping patients to

rediscover pleasure in food when pleasure has been long gone

and understanding that mealtimes can be a source of resil-

ience for families in difficult times.”

ASPARAGUS
Home grown, freshly picked

and delicious.

At Bull Lake Farm,

Ford End, Ivinghoe,

Leighton Buzzard,

LU7 9EA.

Ring 01296 668175 for

availability and directions.

of St Francis by Michelle Martin
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,

Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter

Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,

for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are

enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome.

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Vale  

 Burner 

 Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers

OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR
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T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.

We also do turfing, grass cutting

and fencing.

All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a per-
sonal touch giving your dog the extra attention they

deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

Arboricultural services to include:

-Professional pruning of ornamental trees and

shrubs.

-The controlled sectional dismantling of danger-

ous trees.

-Advice, supply and planting of appropriate

species.

-The supply of quality seasoned firewood.

-Tree hazard evaluation and written reports.

5 Nup End Lane, Wingrave,

Bucks, HP22 4PX.

Tel/Fax: 01296 682726.

Mob: 07884055207.

alexpeacock@btconnect.com

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’
• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745
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Recipe page       by Anna Ashwell 

Anna’s  

 

Plum 

 

Cobbler 

After our miserable crop of plums last year we have an abundance of fruit this year. I

have adapted this recipe as it originally used gooseberries. Other fruit such as

peaches, apricots, or rhubarb can also be used instead.

Ingredients:

Fruit

900g ripe plums, stoned and halved

50g of caster sugar (or more if you prefer the fruit sweeter)

Topping

225g plain flour

½ teaspoon salt

3 level teaspoons baking powder

110g ice cold butter

170ml of buttermilk

1 heaped tablespoon sugar

Arrange the fruit in an oven proof dish and sprinkle 50g of caster sugar over the top.

For the topping, place the sifted flour, salt, baking powder and butter (cut into

chunks) into a food processor, or rub in the butter by hand, until the mixture resem-

bles fine breadcrumbs. Then pour in the buttermilk and mix again briefly until you

have a thick and very sticky dough.

Next, spoon the mixture over the fruit. I like putting spoon-sized dollops on as I like

the rustic appearance this gives. Finally sprinkle the sugar over the top of the dough,

then put the dish onto a high shelf in the oven at 220 degrees for 25 to 30 minutes, or

until it is crusty golden-brown.

Spitfire pilot drops in by Phil Buchi

NIGEL HUXTABLE,

who flew the Spitfire

over the Wilstone

Fete as part of the D-

Day commemoration,

dropped in to the Half

Moon to meet locals

and receive the

thanks of the village

fete committee for his

stirring contribution

to the afternoon.

Nigel is a profes-

sional pilot, and just

one of his tasks is to

look after the Mk 26

Spitfire. All agreed

that his fly past for

the D-Day anniversary was a fantastic tribute and

was the highlight of the commemoration, even

though grey skies and low

cloud made flying condi-

tions difficult.

Nigel said he was pleased to

take part, and had not

wanted the poor weather to

prevent the fly past. Local

flying enthusiast Roger ‘The

Pilot’ Watts had made the

arrangements with Nigel

when he heard of the com-

memoration being planned

for the Wilstone fete.

Jill Walker, chairman of the

fete committee, was there to

thank Nigel and Roger for

making such a special contribution that day.

Chairman Jill Walker with Nigel Huxtable (centre) and

Roger ‘The Pilot’ Watts at the Half Moon.

Picture:Village News
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Puttenham’s got talent—the big lunch July 19th
by Caroline Smith-Wright

A familiar yell from my son Freddie greeted me one morning

in May, ‘Mum! Are you doing the Big Lunch, Mum quick

it’s on the telly?” I’d never heard of a big lunch but feeling

rather guilty that I should’ve known more about it, being in

the ‘food media business’, I found myself vaguely saying

“Oh yes, I should think so”.

Not sure what I had just agreed too I immediately jumped

onto Google and typed in ‘The Big Lunch’. At first I got the

Eden Project which guided me through to The Big Lunch

page. How could I have missed this? It sounded amazing, we

were being encouraged to shut our streets and hold commu-

nity street parties, come out of our houses and our own per-

sonal worlds to get to know each other, share food, wine and

celebrate our neighborhoods - just for fun on one summers

afternoon. The event was called The Big Lunch and was to

be held on the 19th July.

The website invited me to type in our postcode to see if there

was a street party happening near where I lived. The answer

was a firm no, so. So I enthusiastically registered The Putten-

ham People’s Party and my garden as a party location, why

not, what a great excuse for a party. Then I got on with the

rest of my day and entirely forgot about it ... until ...I was

chatting to my neighbour Natalie McGrath (whilst she was

blow-drying my hair), ‘What a brilliant idea, I’ll help you do

it’, she gamely said. ‘I’ll make a big bowl of Pimms and a

Pavlova’. Encouraged by her keenness I mentioned it to an-

other neighbour Cheryl Belchamber; ‘Ohh I don’t mind mak-

ing some bunting and chocolate brownies.’ OK, this was

turning into something that could actually happen.

I typed up a rough invitation for a Puttenham meeting to take

place at my house. Freddie designed a colourful poster fea-

turing a food laden table with bunting and balloons. We

printed them and then took a walk with Daisy on a freakishly

boiling hot June day and delivered them to everyone’s houses

in Puttenham.

The evening of the meeting came and I wondered who if

anyone would walk through the gate. The stalwarts Cheryl

and Natalie came along and so did Paula from the Church

barns and my Mum. So we were a merry band of 5 which

was the start of a planning committee for our bring a share

‘garden party’. Much discussion, chatting and guzzling of tea

(mainly) occurred as we set out an informal plan of action.

On the day the clouds loomed and you guessed it, the worst

case scenario occurred with thunderous downpours which

meant we had no choice but to relocate at the very last mo-

ment. This created much havoc as we moved gazebos, chairs,

bunting, bouncy castles, table tennis and barbecues up the

lane to the hall. It resembled a rather frantic soggy episode of

changing rooms with minutes to go before everyone arrived

at midday.

When I say Puttenham’s Got Talent, I don’t say that lightly.

Roy Belchamber professionally designed The Big Lunch

posters and registered Puttenham Peoples Party as a fantastic

website. Natalie, Paula and Cheryl had decorated the hall so

sweetly with retro table cloths and Cheryl’s exquisite bunting

and Simon my husband had sorted out a brilliant selection of

music to accompany the day. Also the Puttenham Trust had

stepped in and generously donated the cost of the welcome

drinks,gazebos and meat for the party which was a huge bol-

ster to our finances and meant we didn’t have to charge for

anything.

The food that began to abundantly flow through the doors at

midday was truly top notch, Natalie’s humunguss Tropical

Pavlova, Annette’s delicious Greek Salad, Jos’s perfect

roasted new potatoes, Susan’s scrumptious oaty apple cake,

Lorraine's beautiful salad bowl, Pat’s heavenly raspberry and

hazelnut meringue and my honey and lavender cake was al-

right too. Jonathan Lear and his girlfriend Caroline arrived

with their delicious home reared chicken and beef which was

scooped up later in everyone’s doggy bags.

Paula’s Sangria was a revelation and Natalie’s bowl of

Pimms unassumingly alcoholic and moreish. The chefs (Roy,

Stuart, Trevor) barbecuing skills faultless and relentless, (not

a burnt cinder in sight Stuart), the flower arranging scooped

up from the garden that morning was elegant, Mrs Jackson.

Trevor the quiz master’s Puttenham brain teaser fascinating

(who would’ve thought there were 4 street lights in Putten-

ham, 3 fire hydrants, 12 footpath signs, 19 households in

1991 and 30 in 2009! I didn’t know any of it!). Jennifer beat

us all and got top marks, (last seen clutching her winning

Smartie tube hotly pursued by a gaggle of children).

The children and young ones all sat on one long table to eat

lunch and were kept enthralled in between downpours with

escapades on the bouncy castle loaned by Clare Beckwith

from Potash Barns. The table tennis saw much action (kindly

wheeled up the lane by Joseph Watson), and most of the chil-

dren took it in turns to hurtle each other around on the Bel-

chambers cart, which took a bit of a bashing!

Even the washing up was fun as everyone shared a tea towel

and a chat. It was a heartening scene to see the young and old

neighbours meeting and enjoying each others company many

for the first time and forging friendships that could last long

after the bunting’s taken down. Here’s to the Puttenham Peo-

ple’s Party 2010 (there was careless talk that we might stop

the traffic, shut off the Puttenham ‘race track’ to cars and

reclaim it for the people next year! Now that would be a

first!) In the words of Freddie post party/pre bedtime:

‘Puttenham’s cool’.

See Roy’s photos of the happy day at

www.puttenhampeoplesparty.co.uk
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WI News

Prize winning entry

The Long Marston and Puttenham branch is one of the small-

est in the Bucks Federation of Women’s Institutes so mem-

bers were delighted to have come second in a county-wide

competition to make a ‘Story Sack’. The aim was to fill a

sack with the characters or

ingredients from a children’s

book which could be read to

and played with by young-

sters.

‘The Very Hungry Caterpil-

lar’ is popular the story of a

caterpillar which eats its way

through a great variety of

fruit, cake, cherry pie, cheese

salami, sausage, and so forth.

Twelve members rose to the

challenge of knitting or sew-

ing the caterpillar and all the

things he ate. A good deal of

ingenuity being needed to

make things like a lollipop

and an ice cream cone.

The sack was shown at the

Chiltern Show in July and

will be exhibited at the WI council meeting in October. It will

first be used in High Wycombe Library for story time during

the autumn half term before being used locally.

The sack was made at WI craft evenings which will continue

in the autumn if any newcomers would like to join. The next

challenge is to make a sampler depicting the village.

The Big Tidy

A lorry wheel, four car tyres, a car battery and 16 bags of

rubbish were collected by 10 volunteers from the roadsides in

and around the village during the Big Tidy at the beginning of

June. The larger items appeared to have been thrown from

vehicles on the putskirts of the village.

Gillie Russell-Mann wth the

days of the week sun panel

she made for the sack.

Pre– School news

September marks the start of another academic year and no-

where is this felt more than at Pre-school. On Thursday 3rd

September, the first day of the new term, the staff will be

peering through the windows and doors eager to catch a

glimpse of those children who will pass by in their school

uniform, eager for their first day at Long Marston School.

At First Steps, we will be welcoming Oli Tod, Samuel Hayes

and Florence Ashwell as they begin their adventure in educa-

tion and we hope that they will be very happy during their

time with us and enjoy the themes planned for the term which

include colours, shapes and superheros.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston

every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.15am –

11.45am during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and

Friday until 1.15pm. We welcome all children aged between

2½ and 5 and consequently many children stay with us until

they ‘cross the road to big school’. The autumn term begins

on Thursday 3rd September and will end on Friday18th De-

cember; half term will run from 26th – 30th October inclu-

sive.

If you would like to know more about Pre-School or put your

child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either Teresa

Giddings, pre-school leader, on 07925 185311 (during pre-

school hours) or our Chair, Sally Smith, on 01296 661689.

Thank you to everybody who supported the pre-school ‘sweet

tombola’ at the Village Show on Saturday 1st August. We

began the afternoon with over 200 jars filled with sweets and

ended it with a clear table and a tub full of money which will

be used to purchased new toys and equipment for the children

currently at pre-school.

Long Marston parent & toddler 
group 

If you have a youngster who is not at school, why not pop

along to Toddler Group at the Victory Hall?

We meet every Wednesday morning from 10am – 11.30am

during term time and all children who are not yet at school,

and their parents or carers, are welcome. There is always

something for them to do and somebody for you to talk to.

So if you find yourself at a loose end and your children need

to let off steam, why not come along. For £1.50 you can en-

joy a moment of tranquility whilst the junior members of the

family have fun in a safe environment.

Contact Sally Smith on 01296 661689 for further information

Pam Edmunds, Daisy Fermont, Mike Tomlinson,

Carole and John Harrison with some of the rubbish
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WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

www.wilstonesticks.com 

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

carpets ● oriental Rugs ● upholstery 
 

High quality professional service 
Residential and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk  

Total Home 

 Maintenance 
 

Plumbing, tiling, carpentry, 
painting  

and decorating, flat pack assembly etc. 
 

Garden jobs such as patios, decking, fenc-
ing, shed assembly, children’s play areas. 

 

●Phone Alan on 07711 941 204 

●Based in Long Marston 

●All jobs considered 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and
wrapped for just £5 per Kg – with no minimum order.

Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers**

Call 01442 540082 or 07527 026579 

Email iron@domestikate.co.uk

Fully insured. www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. *Within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts.
** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household . Registered number: 6379767.

Domestikate Ltd 

Ironing Service 

Gas Safe Registered

Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

Central Heating systems installed and repaired

Bathrooms planned and installed

All your plumbing and heating needs covered

Alpha Flow Ltd, First Floor, 64-66 Akeman Street, Tring,

Hertfordshire, HP23 6AF.

Mobile: 07776 112846. Office Tele. 01442 824117.

Office Fax: 01442 823625. E-Mail: enquires@alphaflow.co.uk
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The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by the Puttenham Trust

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE

SATURDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER - 2 p.m.

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM

Jumble may be left in the hall porch at any time - If you require collection, please telephone 01296 668337.

Any offers of help with sorting, at the sale on the day, or helping to clear the hall afterwards are always very much

appreciated. Please contact Christine (Tel. as above)

The Beds & Herts

SPONSORED BIKE & HIKE - SATURDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER

If you are a cyclist, or enjoy walking, have you asked for a sponsorship form in support of St.Mary’s Church and

the Beds & Herts Historic Churches? Your sponsorship amount will be split equally between the church of your

choice and the “Beds & Herts”.

Don’t forget, you can also get sponsorship for helping on the day – St.Mary’s is a favourite stop-off for not only

booking in, but taking some well earned refreshment at any time of the day.

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, PUTTENHAM

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE

SUNDAY, 27th SEPTEMBER - 3.30 p.m.

Please join us for this very happy and seasonal service. If you are able to provide any items of fruit, vegetables or

flowers, these may be left in the church porch on the morning of Sat.26th. Any offers of help with decorating the

church would also be gratefully received. “No previous experience necessary” !!. You will be most welcome

PUTTENHAM TRUST

OCTOBER SUPPER & AUCTION

SATURDAY, 3rd OCTOBER

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM - 6.30 p.m. for 7 p.m.

Tickets: £8 (Auction/Raffle/Weight of Marrow)

Bring your own Drink & a Glass!!

Home produce/baking for the auction would be very gratefully received.

PUDDING BASINS for filling with Christmas Puddings for the auction (see above) are urgently required. Do you

have any in your cupboard from previous auctions & Supper evenings? If you do please contact Christine (668337).

They will be much appreciated.



Page 28 Sep tember 2009

Village News

Local names and numbers 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,

Startops End.

Your editor for October will be:

Caroline Beevers

01442 823489

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our advertising managers:

Alison & Matthew White

01296 660402

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Deadline for the next edition is

Thursday 17 September
for the October edition, published on 1st October 2009.

Read Village News on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Stephen Hunneysett 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Emma Lennox 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Rachel Mead 01442 823570

Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170

Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Angus Munday 01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021

Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men
Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272

Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Carole Harrison, 01296 668526.
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News from All Saints

Coffee afternoons

OUR church buildings are a wonderful resource but we

don’t use them as much as we could do. All Saints’, Long

Marston for example, is used on Sundays of course, and

twice a month Toddler Worship meets there on a Monday

afternoon.

The autumn sees a classical concert (the acoustics are very

good in there and it would be great for recording if it were

not for the noise of the traffic), and the WI have used it for

their craft meetings. It has plenty of space, much better

heating now, as well as a loo and a kitchen. And yes, I am

advertising it! If there is anything for which you feel it

might be suitable, then let us know. This applies of course

to all the churches in our parish.

One of our current focuses is to look at how we use the

space in our places of worship – do they serve the needs of

the community, are they welcoming, do they provide a

space where one can find peace and company (which are

not exclusive) and do they speak of encountering God. It is

on the light of that, that All Saints’, Long Marston is going

to follow the example of Aldbury, Wilstone and Tring

churches and open for coffee/tea and socialising. But we

are going to be different and try an afternoon rather than a

morning. Several local residents used to meet for coffee

regularly at the Boot so we are hoping to continue that just

in a different location and add to the numbers.

The first session was on 25th August at 2pm, and at the mo-

ment the plan is to meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays

of the month, provided this suits those attending. All are

welcome – we have comfortable chairs, easy access, and

also toys should those with small children wish to come.

There is no charge but donations are always welcome

whether in the form of money, or biscuits or cake! We will

try to use Fairtrade tea and coffee, and if anyone is inter-

ested in helping set up and/or wash up, please let me know.

Rev Jane Banister 01442 822170

Sunday Club news

AFTER over 10 years at the helm Elaine Smith has passed

over the baton of running the Sunday Club to myself and

Maria Adams. Elaine's final Sunday Club saw many friends

come along to thank her for all her hard work and hours of

fun and teaching during that time. The children made a beau-

tiful banner which has now been pinned up on the notice-

board for us all to enjoy. Many children and parents will re-

member happy memories of the services, the picnics, har-

vests, Easter gardens and Nativities which Elaine has contrib-

uted so much to. As we discussed the handover together, I

was struck by the amount of work Elaine has put into running

the club over the last 10 years, the artwork that had been pro-

duced, also the many topics from the Bible which had been

covered so very imaginatively. The Sunday Club had also

contributed to collecting funds for several charities and or-

ganisations, and Elaine had kept the "thank you" letters docu-

menting that the Club had bought a desk for a teacher in Af-

rica amonst many, many other good causes.

To the future - all children will be most welcome to attend

the Sunday Club which runs on the 4th Sunday of the month

at All Saints Church, Long Marson. We will be starting on

27th September, with the focus on themes of harvest, fair

trade and God's command for us to love each other and deal

with each other fairly. The other dates for the Autumn will

be October 25th and November 22nd. As usual, we will

spend time exploring the Bible through games, activities, mu-

sic and crafts, squash and biscuits will be provided and after

the service we can all relax over a cup of coffee! (Elaine will

still be around for the Nativity and Christmas Crafts and gen-

erally supporting).

Jeannie Jenner

WE must thank everyone who made cakes for our stall at the

Horticultural Show. We had a wonderful selection to sell and

made a healthy profit for Church funds.

Toddler Worship continues on the first and third Mondays

each month at 2pm. Come and enjoy craft, music and prayers

followed by drink and biscuits

Herts and Beds Historic ChurchesTrust Bike ‘n’ hike 12th

September. All Saints will be open from 10 – 6 and sponsor

forms are available if you would like to ride or walk and raise

funds for the Trust and All Saints Church. Sponsor forms

from Carole Harrison.

Sunday Club will recommence on Sunday 27th September so

do turn up and see what fun Jeannie Jenner has planned for

you.

Quiz Night Friday 23rd October. The hall is booked and Toby

is getting prepared so we hope you will book the date in your

diary. Tickets £4; please bring your own drinks and nibbles

and try to make up a team of eight (for £30!).

Further information from

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

General news

Global warming
THERE is a warm glow in All Saints ready for next winter;

we have gone from being the coldest church in the world to

one of the warmest! Or at least one of the more user friendly

churches, so we can now extend a warm welcome to every-

one!

We would like to welcome Jeanie who has taken over as the

new Sunday Club leader and thank Elaine for her years of

sterling service.

We would also like to record our thanks to all those who

helped with our annual refreshment tent at the Marsworth

steam rally, to all those who made cakes which sold very well

and to Glynnis and the others who helped on the day once

again our heartfelt thanks.
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Buckland, Halton, Tring 

and Aylesbury 

Morning & Evening Classes 

Jazzercise blends aerobics, Pilates, yoga, and 

kick boxing movements into fun routines, suitable 

for all fitness levels. 

Expect fantastic results and great value for 

money in a fun, friendly environment! 

www.jazzclass.co.uk

07900 987230 

First class free with this ad 

Energy efficiency by Gordon Glass

How not to overheat in summer

When sizzling hot weather is forecast, how can you
store that early morning cool? Try these tips:

Move into the shade
Use blinds (or sheets) on south facing windows to re-
flect the sun.
Draw south facing curtains to keep the sun's heat out
and cooler air in.
Insulate loft and cavity walls to slow the passage of heat
from outside.

Make less heat
Check the hot water tank is insulated. If not, it will leak
heat into the room.
Turn off appliances you’re not using (even adaptors
generate heat).
Reschedule physical work, avoid direct sunlight and
drink cold water

Ventilate
Open windows on opposite sides of the house, but only
if this creates a cooling through-draft and is not a secu-
rity risk.
Use a rotating desk fan. Portable air conditioners use up
to 100 times more energy.

Helpline
If you need to insulate, call Cocoon on 0800 8048 777.
This comparison service is Energy Saving Trust ap-
proved and can help over 70s to get
the work done free.
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Village View                          by John Painter 

The Wendover Arm, Little Tring. As it was in1992

“IT’S all about the team”, Peter Dickenson

said when asked about the undoubted success

of Long Marston School during his 20 year

stint as headteacher, which ended in June.

During that time the school has grown from 3

classes with 79 children to a thriving 5 classes

with 136 children, and is officially rated as

“Outstanding” by the schools’ inspectors,

Ofsted. Local parents certainly seem to agree

that Long Marston has a great school, and

today it attracts 30% of its pupils from outside

the immediate area.

“Mr D.” came to Long Marston School in

1989 from Dundale School in Tring, where he

had been deputy head. He came to see the

school at the suggestion of the previous dep-

uty head; liked the place, and applied for - and

got - the job as headteacher. Looking back

over two decades of progress, he is proud of

what has been built here. The increase in num-

bers of children makes the school much more viable - more

teachers and teaching assistants can be employed, which

makes it better for the children. In fact the school has be-

come a significant employer, with 33 on the payroll, mostly

part-time and mostly local people. Helped by the school gov-

ernors and an enthusiastic “Friends of Long Marston School”

committee, he feels that both government money and locally

raised funds have been invested wisely. He is proud of the

wide involvement of parents and of the children themselves

through the School Council.

On the way from his modest office to the (also modest) staff

room for our interview, I saw the modern

classrooms and good facilities provided.

Surprised by the peace and quiet at 9.30am

on a Friday morning, Mr.D. assured me

that everyone was in fact in school, and

that it was supposed to be calm like this.

But presumably not for sports events

though, for which Long Marston has

gained a fearsome reputation. Wining the

inter-village school sports for the last 11

years in a row shows pretty consistent

form and effort, and both the boys and

girls football teams are competition win-

ners. Last year the cricket team repre-

sented Tring, and reached the semi-finals

of the County championship. I can see he

particularly enjoys the sporting success

from the broad smile when he tells me

about it, and he agrees he loves the sports

fixtures.

But after twenty successful and enjoyable years at Long Mar-

ston, Mr. Dickenson has decided to leave the job and move to

begin a new life in Kent. He told me that he is open-minded

about the future, and content just to see what happens. “I

have had tremendous support for twenty years, and will al-

ways be grateful for that,” he said. “Thanks to everyone who

has helped - children, parents and colleagues.”

He leaves the Long Marston School in good shape and serv-

ing the community well. We wish him good fortune in his

new life, and look forward to meeting his successor.

Mrs Sarah Winter has been appointed headteacher, and be-

gins her new job at the start of the autumn term.

Peter Dickenson, Headteacher Exclusive interview by Phil Buchi

Mr Peter Dickenson

pictured at Long Marston
School in June.
(Picture: Village News)
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The great Long Marston Show in pictures

Straight from the grill.

How to beat Andy Murray!

And the band played on.

“Dig for victory” cake.

Goodies from Kelly’s Kitchen.

Magnificent in their uniformity.

Cultivated with pride.

In the pink!

See page 6 for reports


