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welcome!

Your village magazine -
delivered free to every home in 
Tring Rural Parish

Village News is supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

Another sunny show success
by our outside broadcast team

THE same warm and sunny weather which ensured we 
had a pleasant afternoon at the Long Marston and Put-
tenham Show has taken its toll on horticulture this year.  
“Persistently dry and hot weather was the likely cause 
of a reduced number of entries for the flower classes 
and some vegetable classes”, said show secretary Mar-
garet Kaye. The standard of entries nevertheless re-
mained high and there was a splendid display in the 
show hall. The children’s section was excellent, and 
Amy McMunn’s delightful veggie hedgehog was of 
sufficient merit to be awarded a Diploma of Excellence 
in Horticulture.  Cake makers met the challenge of the 

‘Flights of Fancy’ 
theme with some 
colourful and inno-
vative entries.  The 
photographic sec-
tion has become very popular and attracted some great 
entries.  We particularly liked Emma McDonald’s 
picture ‘Elven Princess’ so did the judges: awarded 
first prize in the People category.
The committee of the Long Marston and Puttenham 
Horticultural Society gave us a great show - though 
one member confided it had been hard work.  Chair-
man John Kaye commented in the programme that 
village life is what we make of it. If you want to help 

make the next show a success, I’m sure they would find 
you a small part! See back page for all the pictures and 
page 9 for the winners.

Amy McMunn’s friendly veggie 
hedgehog wins a Diploma for Ex-
cellence in Horticulture

Emma McDonald and prize winning 
picture ‘Elven Princess’ (top right)

THE Games Day was a 
great success in a new 
venue, for which we are 
indebted to Mr. and Mrs. 
David Kelland.  There were 
the usual 8 sports – Cricket, 
Basketball, Penalties, Ten-
nis, Bowling, Golf, Tossing 
the Caber and Cycling, and 
a steady flow of Champions 
emerged throughout the 
afternoon.  The Produce 
Stall and Tombola were 
well attended.

An added attraction for the 
afternoon was Sumo Wres-
tling. Child and adult alike 
battled it out to become a 
Sumo Champion dressed in 
heavy suits on a very hot 
day, they were brave indeed!

Puttenham Games                    by Christine Rutter 

Sumo Stars at Puttenham
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any
of these services.

Church Services
at

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
3 September

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

10 September
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

17 September
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

24 September
10.00am St Cross Harvest Festival
3.30pm St Mary’s Harvest Evening Prayer

Note: There is no Sunday Club at All Saints on
24 September

Guest Editor this month: Colin Moore
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew, 

Colin Moore, Jill Walker
Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526
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Church services this month Village News

Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing 
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition 
(October) is Wednesday 20th September 2006.

Colin Davenport will be your editor.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk click ‘Local News’, and
www.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham

Thank you to all who have contributed to this months 
edition.  You will find that some regular features have 
moved  to new pages in attempt to maximise the avail-
able space. There has been a flurry of activity - Show, 
Games, Fun Days,Tea at Tower,  Treasure Hunt  and 
many others. 

The finding of half of an old coin or not such an old 
coin  at Long Marston  (see page 12) prompts me to 
include a few lines from an article by Dick Gomm 
which appeared in our  Parish Magazine in the late 
60’s. It reads, “During the recent renovations at the 
Half Moon a number of old coins and oddments have 
been discovered. An unusual find however is a medal-
lion issued in 1880 to commemorate the centenary of 
the founding of Sunday Schools by Robert Raikes 
(1735-1811)…It goes on, “It is interesting to note that a 
banner hangs in the lower Classroom of Wilstone Bap-
tist Chapel also commemorating the centenary of that 
[Wilstone] Sunday School 1810-1910. The school car-
ried on until 1963, 153 years of service to the village.”
Also in the same magazine reference was made to a
Parish Plan of Improvement. See page 13 for an up-

date on our current plan. Does anything really change?
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disputes with local authorities, with housing problems, so-
cial services and the Child Support Agency.  He also had a 
large number of letters from people who wanted to make 
their views known to him on the broader issues - letters in 
support of the Make Poverty History campaign were the 
most numerous last year.  He said: “It’s a tremendous privi-
lege to do the job and I look forward to each day.  Even as a 
‘new boy’ I can still make a difference, and you do feel at 
the centre of things.”

If you need to contact your MP you can visit his website 
www.davidgauke.com, write to him at the House of Com-
mons, London SW1A 1AA, or telephone 01923 771781 for 
an appointment.

Local MP visits Puttenham
Interview by Phil Buchi

MP for Hertfordshire South West David Gauke spent a sunny 
Saturday lunchtime in Puttenham on 29th July to meet local 
constituents.  Puttenham residents Kay and Richard Gibbs 
made their garden available, and open invitations were
delivered in the Tring Rural villages.  Dacorum Councillor 
Derek Townsend organised the day so that local people 
would have the opportunity to meet their MP.  

As the event was getting underway I asked David Gauke 
about the issues which had occupied his parliamentary and 
constituency time over the last year.  He said that local mat-
ters predominated, with the debate on healthcare in Hertford-
shire and the future of the Hemel Hempstead hospital top of 
the list.  The healthcare debate was about a very complex 
funding formula, and he had needed to spend some time 
learning how this worked.  The Buncefield fire had caused 
pollution concerns, particularly about the level of perfluroloc-
tane sulphonate (I think) in the groundwater, and he had been 
able to ask parliamentary questions to ensure that the proper 
checks were being made.  In the House of Commons he has 
specialised in finance and Treasury matters.  He is a member 
of the Treasury Select Committee which involves him in the 
budget debate, and he is also a member of the standing com-
mittee which scrutinises the Finance Bill implementing the 
budget measures.   Recently he has joined the Parliamentary 
Police Scheme, which will see him spending 22 days a year 
with operational police officers.  Constituents had contacted 
him about a wide range of issues, often asking him to help in 
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David Gauke MP with constituent Kay Gibbs
Picture: Village News

Wilstone’s Nikki Burgess runs the High Wycombe Half Marathon

for “Youth in Need”
HAVING moved into Wilstone 18 months ago, I have attended a number of local 
events raising money for the Youth in Need project, enabling the lives of young 
people affected by poverty in Tanzania to be improved. So I decided to enter the 
High Wycombe half marathon on Sunday 9 July in aid of Youth in Need. As I 
started my training I realised running was going to be the easy bit, coming up 
with the money to support this worthy charity was what was important, and that’s 
where you all started to help! 

I’m a regular runner and in addition to my early morning runs I started to put 
some extra training in after work, to ensure I could make it up ‘that hill’ that this 
race is famous for! On the morning as we all lined up at the start, no one’s spirits 
were dampened by the wet weather. Yet within minutes of setting off, the runners 
fell silent, as we individually prepared for the 285-foot ascent up Marlow Hill less 
than a quarter of a mile in! A stitch kicked in around mile 3 but a nice bit of 
downhill eased the pain at mile 6, as we ran down towards Bourne End and the 
halfway point. By 9 miles I was fully aware of my need for some liquid fuel and 
cursing the fact I’d never beat my personal best time for this distance. Carried on 
by the camaraderie of other runners, I turned the corner onto the Rye at 12 miles 
where I saw my Wilstone fan club complete with a huge banner, which gave me that final boost to sprint for the finish in just 
over two hours! And then it was my duty to report my progress back to my sponsors, some of whom I knew would be found 
in The Half Moon that afternoon, and so I headed straight there for some well deserved rehydration!

Thanks to the generosity of family, friends, neighbours and my work colleagues we have collected an enormous £541. This 
will enable those involved in promoting the relief of poverty, the advancement of education and preservation and protection 
of health care of these vulnerable young people in Tanzania to continue. So a huge thank you’ to everyone who supported me 
in helping Youth in Need.

Nikki -A winner all the way
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What’s on...
Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 20 September Long Marston village hall.
Wednesday 18 October Puttenham Cecilia hall.

Saturday 2 September
Jumble Sale at Astrope Folly Stables 2.00pm.
Saturday 9 September 
Sponsored Cycle Ride & wallk  10am–6pm see page 6
Tuesday 12 September
‘Charles Dickens Troubled Childhood.’
8pm  LM Victory Hall

Friday September 15 Gentle Stroll—Start 11am from
Monument Drive (road end) Ashridge 01442 851227
22 to 24 September
Tring School Art Exhibition.
Sunday 24 September
Harvest Festival; 3.30pm St Mary’s Puttenham
Friday 29 September
Cinema at Wilstone village hall. 
Saturday 7 October
Just Ballroom for Fun. Wilstone village hall, 8pm
Sunday 8 October
Tring School sponsored walk - the Ashridge Amble.
Tuesday 10 October
‘Ian Rennie Hospice  at Home 20 years of Caring.’
8pm LM Victory Hall
Friday 13 October
Fashion Show  Wilstone village hall 
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction - Puttenham Trust.
Friday 20 October
All Saints Church Quiz  8pm Victory hall, Lg Martson
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.

Friends of

Long Marston 
School 
present…

70’s Disco 
Night

Fancy dress optional

Saturday 23nd

September
8pm til late 
Victory hall
Long Marston

£10 a head(inc. free food)
Tickets available from the 

School office,The Boot or Wil-
stone Post Office. Buy early to 

avoid disappointment!

JUMBLE SALE
ASTROPE FOLLY STABLES

SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2 P.M.
JUMBLE MAY BE LEFT AT ANY TIME

Please contact – Christine : 01296 668337

THE  PUTTENHAM  TRUST
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Licensed bar open from 7.15pm. Film starts at 8pm.

Tickets £4 (including interval snacks)

Available now from the Village Store

Wilstone Village Hall Committee announces the launch of its 

first film presentation in the Village Hall on

Friday September 29th

“Saving Grace” is a delightfully funny and moving film about an impoverished widow, who, 

following the sudden death of her husband, discovers an unusual and illegal way to make 

ends meet. Filmed against the beautiful backdrop of the North Cornwall landscape, this, our 

first Village Hall film, will be a great evening’s entertainment.  

Starring Brenda Blethyn, Craig Fergusson, Martin Clunes & Leslie Phillips

P r e s e n t s  N i g e l  C o l e ’ s

a w a r d  w i n n i n g  f i l m

&
FLICKS
IN THE
STICKS
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What’s on...
Art of Wilstone
THIS September sees the welcome return of the Hertford-
shire Open Studios. Wilstone is well represented this year. 
Out of seventeen 
venues exhibiting 
artwork in 
Dacorum, three are 
here in the village. 
People can view an 
exciting range of 
innovative work 
including paint-
ings, mixed media 
and photographs. 
The participating 
artists, Penny God-
dard, Phil Madley 
and Sara Wickenden are looking forward to meeting you 
and say everyone is welcome. Details of opening times and 
locations can be found online at http://www.hvaf.org.uk/os/
os06/index.htm or in the Open Studios Brochure available 
from the artists, local shops, pubs, cafes and libraries.

Penny Goddard Garden Studio, 10 Grange Rd, Wilstone 
Phil Madley 50 Tring Rd, Wilstone
Sara Wickenden 1 The Green, Wilstone Green, Wilstone 

Fashion Show!
Make a note of this on Friday 13 October 7.15pm for 
8.00pm start.  A Fashion Show with a distinct difference 
will be held in Wilstone Village Hall. All the creations, 
second hand of good quality and brand new lingerie will be 
auctioned after the show. 
You can’t miss this unique event so for a night of fun and 
entertainment look no further and book your tickets early to 
avoid disappointment. Ticket will cost £5 including a glass 
of wine.
Donations for the bottle tombola, that is anything in a bot-
tle, would be most appreciated. For more information ring 
01442 826018.

Village News fashion reporter will be there Ed.

New times for mobile library
Thursdays, Fortnightly from August 31st.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30
Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35
Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20
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Food served
12 noon - 9pm Monday to Saturday

Sunday Lunch  12 noon to 5pm

Tapas Menu
Monday & Tuesday 

Evenings

Live music

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

The 

Queens Head
Long Marston

Wilstone Village Hall Committee Presents...

Just Ballroom for Fun!

Another evening for

everyone who loves dancing.
Back by popular demand following the huge success of 
the first two events. No obligation to be any good at it 
- just get on the floor and have fun! All dance enthusi-

asts welcome.  Ballroom, Latin and Jive. Help from 
dance professionals Joanne and Gordon. If you really 
are hopeless, come anyway - there’s a bar! A great 

social evening with non-stop music to dance to.  

Saturday 7th October, 8pm 
Wilstone Village Hall

Tickets £8 from Margaret Buchi 01442 890599
Licenced bar - Charity raffle

Sponsored Walk
A sponsored walk ‘Devoted to Life’ to raise money for the 
Marie Curie Nurses working in Hertfordshire, will be taking 
place on Sunday 10 September at Hunton Park, near Wat-
ford, 
The walk, with a choice of routes of 2, 7 or 9 miles, will go 
around the beautiful  grounds of Hunton Park and along the  
Grand Union Canal to Cassiobury Park in Watford. Entry is 
only £5 and adults are encouraged to raise £60 in sponsor-
ship. The Walk is open to everyone. Marie Curie Cancer 
Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give ter-
minally ill people the choice of dying at home supported by 
their families. For more information and an entry form 
please contact Maria in the fundraising office on 01920 
468956.

TAPAS TO ‘SANTANA’ 
Review        by Rebecca Wass 

After spending the day lounging about in the sun, few of my 
closest friends and  I decided to trundle on down to the 
Queen's Head to try out their tapas night!
We were actually quite surprised by how good it was. The 
Spanish style food is fantastic (try the cod goujons) and 
great value. Also we were lucky enough to catch the 
monthly Spanish band, who some of you may know as three 
members of 'Fifth Element'. They even kindly put up with 
our constant requests for Santana! 
The themed music and tasty food created a great atmos-
phere and I can happily recommend the night to everyone!

...continued
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In Brief...

Web site success!
Brian Prior, previously of Long Marston but now living in 
Wendover, sent us an email to say how impressed he was with 
the availability of Village News on the internet (courtesy of the 
Tring  Rural Parish Council web site).  “I will continue to keep 
abreast of Parish events via the net,” he said.  Your friends and 
relations who have moved out of the area can do the same if 
they have access to the internet.  The website address is 
www.tringruralpc.org.uk.  Follow the links “Our Parish” and 
“Local News.”  We would very much like to know of any 
long-distance readers we have.  If you are reading Village 
News via the internet, or you know someone who is, then drop 
us an email to editorwlmp@yahoo.com.  From September we 
are making it even easier by producing a special file for the 
web site which will be quicker to download.

Opportunity doesn’t knock
Wilstone village hall committee have decided not to go ahead 
with the proposed “Opportunity Knocks!” show which had 
been scheduled for 21st October.  The idea for a spectacular 
show of local talent had been well publicised in Village News.  
Although this generated much discussion in the public bar, 
committee members were disappointed that not even one entry 
of a local act resulted.  This is a pity, as sources inside the 
committee revealed that they were putting together a fabulous 
headline act to open the show.  They already had 10 stunning 
local ladies lined up to perform the Cancan in dazzling full (or 
not so full) costume.  Now that’s serious talent. What a shame 
to miss it!

Steam rally donations
The Marsworth Steam and Vintage Rally, held earlier in the 
summer, was a big success and raised funds for a number of 
local causes.  Secretary Mrs J E Kempster wrote to Village 
News treasurer John Harrison enclosing a donation of £50 to 
help with production of the village magazine.  Editor Phil Bu-
chi said: “We are very grateful to the organisers of the Mars-
worth Steam and Vintage Rally for including us in the dona-
tions they have been able to make this year.  Though advertis-
ing revenues pay for most of our costs, donations like this 
from local organisations make up the rest, and have helped us 
to make improvements such as more ‘colour’ editions.  It is 
also a great boost to the Village News team when we get sup-
port like this.”  Among other donations made by the rally or-
ganisers was one of £300 to All Saints Church, Long Marston.

Old family photos request
Do you have any old photos of members of your family taken 
in this area in the 19th or early 20th centuries?  Village News 
would love to borrow them for publication.  Photos taken in 
the early days of photography were often taken by profession-
als and very competent (wealthy) enthusiasts, as the process 
was difficult and the equipment expensive.  The resulting pho-
tos are often of astonishing quality, even by today’s standards.  
Photos of people tell us much about the past and are a fascinat-

ing part of family history.  We would like to tell some of 
these stories in future editions.  Our scanning equipment is 
portable, can be brought to your home if you wish, and does 
not damage the originals.  If we use your picture we will 
provide you with a digital image of your treasured photo.  
Contact Phil Buchi, 01442 890599.

Three days, four bikes & five 
hundred miles!
The Dordogne Challenge Sept 22nd -24th, 2006

Once again, Jill Walker 
and her three team mates 
and two support crew 
embark on a cycle mara-
thon in France, covering 
500 miles from Rouen to 
Rocamodour in the Dor-
dogne in three days.
Her aim is to exceed the 
£2,000 the team  raised in 
2004 when they did the 
Burgundy challenge. The 
plan is to raise money for 
various needy charities 
including Wilstone’s own 
local charity, Youth in 
Need, as well as Cancer 
Research and the British 
Heart Foundation. The remainder will go to the or-
ganisation’s other chosen charities.
Please support the challenge by sponsoring Jill Walker. 
Forms are in the Half Moon and Wilstone Village Store, and 
Jill would like to express her thanks to Bob and Jan Findlay 
and Jenni Cosby for supporting this event.

Bike Wanted
Anyone got a man’s bike for sale. Must be in working order 
Telephone o1442 822351

Jumble Sale 
Once again, The Puttenham Trust  provides you an oppor-
tunity to clear out wardrobes, cupboards and drawers etc. 
from all around the house.  As everyone knows, who has 
attended this particular sale, the stables become “shops” and 
the yard is covered with a marquee.  Teas are served in the 
garden.  All we need is a good fine day to encourage folks to 
come out and acquire yet another bargain! All are welcome  
at Astrope Folly Stables on Saturday, 2 September at 
2.00pm.

A whiff of Sandbrook Lane 
Wilstone seems to have had its problems of late with road 
works and reports of unpleasant odours in Sandbrook Lane. 
Anyonewith a further whiff of an unpleasant nature in this 
leafy lane, should contact Thames Water Emergencies on 
0845 9200800

Jill  gets in some training 
Bon chance en France .
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Huw to raise money 
Long Marston Church is in desperate need of repair see 
page 26. Huw the Vicar will shave his beard off if enough 
money is pledged and it will need to be a lot – no one has 
seen his face since the day he left school and stopped shav-
ing! Huw’s wife said “He did shave it off once but I still 
find it too traumatic to talk about”.

Also Chris and Guy Nightingale and friends are cycling 
from Holyhead in North Wales to Hornsea just north of 
Kingston-Upon-Hull. This is a journey of some 350 miles  
in 6 days- 11-17 September.  Most of the ride is off 
road.Please sponsor them..

If you can help us with fundraising or would like to make a 
donation please call Huw on 01442 851200.  Please help to 
support this village asset.

Wilstone Slowly
Enters the 21st Century
Since June the contractors have come and gone and the cas-
ual observer could be forgiven for wondering what is  dif-
ferent. They dug some trenches, and for the next few weeks 
chaos reigned.  The hedges have been kept nicely trimmed 
by large trucks. Watching a large truck trying to reverse 
down the lane with its wheels just millimetres from a three 
feet deep ditch was quite entertaining!
When refuse collectors were unable to take their truck down 
the lane, enterprising householders wheeled their bins into 
Tring Road – one, a 
little late, was seen rac-
ing down Tring Road 
with his wheelie bin as 
the truck drove off.  A 
certain Lonnie Donne-
gan song comes to mind 
(for those of us old 
enough to remember!). 
The squeaky wheelbar-
row frayed a few 
nerves. Finally in frus-
tration one Friday after-
noon, someone rushed 
out with a can of WD40 
to oil the axle. Much to 
the surprise of the con-
tractor, we all cheered!

So is it any different?  
Well, the lane looks the 
same – the electricity 
wires are still there - presumably for decorative purposes as 
the electricity cable is now underground! We presume that 
the wires will be removed eventually but the poles will re-
main as they still carry the phone lines, although we are 
expecting BT to come along some
time during this century to repeat the operation. 

Chaos in the Chapel End Lane 

Pitch up for the dig
The recreation ground was transformed from showground 
to barren landscape within days of the Long Marston and 
Puttenham Show, as work on the new pitch for Long Mar-
ston FC got under way right on schedule.  Our picture, 
taken on the Friday after the Village Show shows what one 
man and his Komatsu can do in only 4 days.  

Ground works specialist Tim Daly, of T J Daly Plant Hire, 
is the sub-contractor for this first part of the work, and has 
been hard at it removing and storing the topsoil and then 
levelling the sub-soil to the required plan.  Tim, from 
nearby Brill, is himself a keen supporter of village football 
and is involved with his local team. Both his sons have 
played on the Long Marston pitch and he thought the Coun-
cil were doing the right thing in making these big improve-
ments.  He is keen to do a good job, and demonstrated how 
his laser theodolite beamed the correct levels direct to the 
cab of the digger, and to a portable ranging rod which en-
abled him to check the level to within 1cm.  He would need 
another week to complete the basic levelling work, after 
which the topsoil would be re-laid and seeded by the main 
contractor.  The works can be viewed from the car park at 
the rear of Victory Hall.

The recreation ground is owned by Tring Rural Parish 
Council, who have put up £10,000 towards the cost, match-
ing a £10,000 grant from the Football Foundation.  Long 
Marston FC expect to begin using the new pitch during the 
2006-07 season.

Free IT help for business
AGRE (Action for Growth in the Rural Economy ) can pro-
vide Free IT business training support with one-to-one com-
puter help designed to assist business development.
To qualify you need to be over 18 years old and own, run or 
be employed by a business in a small market town or in a 
rural area in the county of Hertfordshire. You will need  to 
identify how this training will help you to benefit the busi-
ness. Places are limited, so contact us as soon as possible 
for an application form or to find out more on 01279 
877902.

Tim Daly manoeuvres his laser guided Komatsu to make short 
work of the infamous ridges on the Long Marston pitch.
(Picture: Village News)
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book review:

First landing
by Francis Hanford

The story of the first arrival 
of aircraft on the Halton 
Estate

THIS fascinating account of  the 
origins of RAF Halton is 
contained in a 12-page pamphlet 
published by  the Trenchard 
Museum, of which 4 pages are 
rare photographs of early 
aviation.  The army manoeuvres 
of  1913 included the use of aircraft for spotting troop 
movements.  Landing sites were needed, and Mr Alfred de 
Rothschild was quick to offer the use of his estate at Halton.  
No.3 Squadron of the Royal Flying Corps arrived in 
September 1913 together with 3,000 troops.  This was the 
start of a long association which continues to this day.  The 
booklet describes in some detail the assortment of aircraft 
used - almost all experimental, as this was only 5 years after 
the first flight in Britain.  Details of the flight crew of No.3 
Squadron are included together with extracts from official 
and personal records.  

Francis Hanford tells the story very well making the booklet 
of interest to anyone curious about this area as well as to 
aviation enthusiasts.  I particularly enjoyed the account of 
Mr de Rothschild’s welcome for the troops, when he hired 
marquees and caterers to provide hot pies and beer for 
3,000 soldiers.  The authorities were not too keen on this, 
but it made him very popular with the men! Well worth the 
cover price for the illustrations alone.

First landing, by Francis Hanford, is published by The Trenchard 
Museum and is available price £2 from the Wendover Bookshop, 
35 High Street, 01296 696204.

Now Showing 
WILSTONE Village Hall are 
pleased to announce the launch 
of the Village Cinema on Fri-
day September 29th.
The first screening will be Sav-
ing Grace, a delightful film set 
in Cornwall starring Brenda 
Blethyn, Craig Fergusson, Les-
lie Phillips and Martin Clunes.
Organiser, Peter Walker, said “We hope to create a thor-
oughly enjoyable and sociable evening. There will be a bar, 
and the ticket price of £4 will include some snacks in the 
interval. Depending on the success of this first night, we 
plan to show a variety of films, some quite new and some 
classics, during the long winter season.”
A professional company called Arts Alive, who operate 
under the banner of Flicks-in-the-Sticks, set up all the 
equipment to provide an experience as close as we can get 
to a real cinema. 
The film has a 15 certificate and entrance is by ticket only, 
available now from Wilstone Village Shop. 

A letter of thanks
I would like to express my thanks to everyone who offered 
their good wishes during my recent illness. Thank you.
It just goes to show; you can't get away with much
In a village like Wilstone!
Dave Shirley.

Give your brain a 
work out. Fill in the 
grid so that every col-
umn, row and 3x3 box 
contains only the dig-
its1 to 9. 
Su Doku puzzles have 
one solution and only 
require a dose of  de-
ductive logic.
You can apply many 
rules to solve more 
difficult puzzles. Hav-
ing worked out the  
‘possibles’ for each 
cell, examine these in 
a row, column or box 
for unique digits. Say. 
in a row a cell contains 
possible values of  
1,3,5,7. Looking along 
the row no other cell 
has a possible value of 
7 So the original cell 
must contain 7! Now 
update the ‘possibles’ 
to excludes 7’s in the 
related columns  and 
boxes, this may leave 
some other single val-
ues so again update  
before proceeding. 

Su Doku Corner  by Colin Moore

Treasure at Last
Back in July Wilstone Village Hall held a Car Treasure
Hunt and evening Barbercue. Village News heard from reli-
able sources that the hunt went out to some very remote 
parts and some had to rely on ‘Sat Nav’ to get back!

Andy Minter (right) present Treasure Hunt winner 
Colin Davenport with  a suitable reward.
Photo Colin Reedman

No 12 Easy 

No 13 Difficult 
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Lucky little owl      
by Jenny White 
I was woken early 
one morning to the 
most horrific 
screeching noises and 
I leapt to the 
bedroom window 
where I saw at least 
10 large birds 
fighting. At first I 
thought it was just 
crows and magpies 
until I saw a little 
owl rise up from the 
middle of the fight.  
My husband and I had watched the owls keenly since 
moving to the village, so were obviously concerned when 
we saw one of the family was at the centre of the ‘scrap’.  I 
screamed “we must do something”. My husband hastily 
donned some shorts and to my surprise (despite his age) ran 
downstairs quite sprightly , jumped the garden fence and 
ran into the fields beyond.

He surveyed the area and reported back that all was well but 
at the last minute did a backward glance and shouted “you 
had better get a box and ring St Tiggywinkles - there is a 
baby owl here that has been attacked.”

Needless to say I did both.  Our concern was should we 
leave him or take him away from his family?  We rang the 
wildlife hospital who recommended we bring him in as the 
crows would only attack and kill him if we tried to put him 
back in the nest. 

I was saddened to see this small bird as his wide terrified 
eyes showed the extent of his ordeal – probably on his first 
day out of the nest. He initially ‘played dead’, but by the 
time we got him into the garden he was sitting up but totally 
unable to fly.

We were no strangers to the Wildlife Hospital as we did 
some fund raising for them in their early days and we had 
taken other unfortunate wildlife to them. We were surprised 
to see they already had 4 Little Owls in, so ours was the 5th

– this had risen to 14 when we returned to see how he had 
progressed just seven days later.

We were delighted to learn that he only had superficial 
injuries and that he had made a good recovery. We still see 
‘Mum and Dad’ and would love to tell them their baby is 
alive and well and shortly to be released back into the wild.

Cleaner  Wanted    
We are looking for a non-smoking person

to clean our friendly family 4 bedroom house

in Chapel End Lane, Wilstone.

4/5 hours once a week preferably on a

Thursday or Friday.

Please contact 01442 825705

Whitchurch Morris tour
WHITCHURCH Morris men have a long association with 
our villages, and based their summer tour weekend in Wil-
stone, where they were joined by guests The Durham Rams 
from the North East. The Rams dance traditional Rapper 
dances from Durham and Northumberland, involving the 
high speed waving and weaving of spring steel swords -
‘rappers’.  These alarming blades were, with much inter-
twining of the dance, all woven together into one.  How do 
they do it?  Always on the lookout for new recruits, our 
picture shows one local lady carefully considering her op-
tions as the proposition is put.

New recruits welcome!  (Picture: Village News)

A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night

A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu. 5.30pm to 11pm.

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet

A selection of different dishes every week
12 noon - 3pm

132 London Road, Aston Clinton, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360
www.shaadrestaurant.com

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner, 
including Bank Holidays

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm

Excellent Takeaway Service
20% Discount for a Limited Period
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Parish Council news    Cllr Abby Fermont 

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always happy 

to advise or help anyone interested in buying or 
selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely 

recommended.

The Old Post Office
34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts
HP23 4PB

P.E.MEAD

& Sons

FARM SHOP

Always a big selection of quality 

fresh vegetables. Extensive freezer selection 

too. Home produced beef and lamb.

Top brand pet food and Heygates animal 

feeds. Also stockists of Heygates flour.

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Cafe and Gift Shop, set in the historic 

surroundings of a restored 18th century barn. 

Toasted sandwiches, salads and ploughmans.

Open 9 - 5.30 M-S; Sun 9.30 - 4.30
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green

(01442) 828478

Buried and Not-So Buried
Treasure
The work to make a flatter football pitch at Long Marston 
recreation ground has at long last got underway.  Archae-
ologists from Dacorum have been keeping a close eye on 
the works to ensure nothing of significance is missed.  A 
flurry of excitement ran through the workers last week 
when they unexpectedly found some foundations – was it 
part of an Anglo Saxon village or perhaps even something 
from the Stone Age?  Sadly, no… it turned out to be the 
foundations of the old cricket pitch!  A few antique pieces 
have been discovered; some fragments of pottery and half 
of a 1914 coin, but perhaps the most lucrative find was the 
number of modern day pound coins dropped by visitors to 
the Long Marston show the previous weekend! 

The contractors are pleased with their progress so far and 
due to the excellent weather they are at the moment ahead 
of schedule.  The children’s play area will remain open 
throughout the work.

Parish Paths
On 26th July, at the invitation of John Savage from the Ram-
blers Association, a number of Parish councillors went on a 
long walk taking in an area to the north of the Parish on the 
border with Buckinghamshire.  The route was chosen to see 
first-hand a number of footpath changes proposed by The 

Ramblers Association, to Footpaths 12 and 13.  It was 
agreed that the Parish Council would support the proposed 
changes as they ensure that the footpaths will now be linked 
to other paths in Bucks rather than just running into dead 
ends.

The Parish Council has also received the paperwork regard-
ing Parish Paths Partnership grants for 2007/8.  As walkers 
will have noticed, stiles throughout the Parish are gradually 
being replaced with gates to make paths more accessible.  If 
you know of any footpaths that you feel could benefit from 
improvements please forward your nominations to the 
Clerk, Dawn Slade on 01442 824138.

Noisy Aircraft
Is anyone noticing more low-flying and noisy aircraft since 
Luton changed its flight plans?  If you are concerned, it is 
important for individuals to complain about any noise as
LLAOL operate a noise complaints database. All com-
plaints are logged and help the airport to build up an accu-
rate picture of the noise nuisance.

There are 4 ways to contact them, either: 
Telephone 01582 395382 (recorded messaging service open 
24 hours)
E-mail to mailto:noise@ltn.aero use the form on Luton Air-
port's web site.
Write to: Airfield Environment Office, London Luton Air-
port, Navigation House, Airport Way, Luton, Bedfordshire, 
LU2 9LY or even fax 01582 395500. 
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The

Chapel Room
Wilstone

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 

Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages

Hand and Foot treatments

‘St. Tropez’ tanning

‘Hive’ waxing

A variety of eye treatments

Gift vouchers available

Take advantage of a 20% discount 
off your first treatment

Helen Lishman
Fully  qualified 

beauty therapist and aromatherapist

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring,

Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL

Tel: 01442 890933

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC        
Aluminium      Secondary   Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Parish Plan Review Meeting

It is over a year since the Parish Plan was launched and the 
Parish Council will be holding an Annual Review meeting 
to check progress on the 24 actions identified within the 
Report, and identify priorities for the coming year.  Mem-
bers of the public are invited to attend this meeting, which 
will take place on Thursday 5th October at 8.00 pm at Wil-
stone Village Hall.

Roads

The situation and condition of local roads continues to 
cause concern.  After a recent serious accident on the junc-
tion of Lukes Lane and Wingrave Road, the Parish Council 
were pleased to read in the local press that work to improve 
the surface and repaint the white lines in Lukes Lane will be 
starting in near future.  Also mentioned were the improve-
ments to Astrope Lane, which has been marked up for some 
time.  The clerk will be writing a monthly letter to Hertford-
shire Highways to ensure they are fully aware of all the 
issues.

Cllr Abby Fermont 
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After leaving school Ron 
wanted to be an artist and he 
joined the firm with that in 
mind.  Instead he found 
himself learning the art of 
hand printing exotic 
wallpapers, and after 45 
years in the trade can 
reasonably claim to be 
something of a national 
expert.  The trade is part 
artist and part printer, 
requiring great precision and 
patience to individually ink the 
2-foot square printing blocks 
and align them so that you 
can’t see the join on the roll. 
The colours are all mixed by 
eye and applied by hand -
artistry indeed.  Even after 45 
years he says it’s easy to 
make a mistake - and then he has to start again!  A keen gardener 
in his spare time, Ron is pictured here in his Wilstone garden with 
a sample of the famous paper he made for the Lord Chancellor’s 
rooms at the Palace of Westminster.  Beautifully coloured in three 
tones of green and hand flocked too, it is indeed a work of art.  But 
don’t ask Ron to admire your new wallpaper.  He can spot all the 
joins!

If you have an Amazing Job which we could feature in a short 
article we would like to hear from you. Ed 
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LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye La sh & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full B ody 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye La sh & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full B ody 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston

Amazing jobs: Ron Faulkner

Wallpaper block printer
by Phil Buchi

Ron Faulkner makes £800-a-roll wallpaper, printing it by hand using 
carved wooden blocks - a method that dates from the earliest days 
of printing.  The trade is now so unusual that he is one of only two 
men employed by Coles and Sons to do this, and they are one of 
only three companies in the world in the business of hand making 
antique wallpaper.  Coles and Sons, of Manor House, London, 
specialise in reproducing antique wallpaper for palaces, stately 
homes and public buildings, using the original methods and 
materials to create an exact match.  Coles have kept every pattern 
they made since the company’s 1873 origins. The original pear-
wood carved printing blocks are used if still available, and many of 
these are now over 100 years old.

Ron can see his work hanging in some of Britain’s best known 
buildings.  He has made wallpaper for Buckingham Palace, 
Churchill’s home at Chartwell, Althorp Hall, Brighton Pavilion, and 
perhaps most famously, he made the Pugin-designed wallpaper for 
the Palace of Westminster.  Not all of it has been put up correctly 
though - he did spot in a stately home a very elaborate and 
expensive paper hung upside-down!  It doesn't all cost £800 a roll 
though.  Some is as little as £500 (for 10 meters), while machine 
printed reproductions are a snip at £150.  Not surprising then that 
Ron’s main customers are the landed gentry, the National Trust and 
English Heritage.  Sadly the market for hand blocked paper is in 
decline, though the firm has a healthy and growing business from 
machine printed reproductions.

Ron Faulkner with a sample of 
the Pugin-designed paper he 
made for the Palace of West-
minster - an exact reproduction 
of the original. (Picture: Village 
News)

Tea at the Tower Will this be 
the last one? By John Noakes

TEA at the Tower faced stiff opposition this year, namely Ladies 
Finals at Wimbledon; not surprisingly numbers were down but 
there were lots of new faces and young families. The children had 
a great time taking “turns” on the potter’s wheel and candle rolling 
Painting and treasure hunting meant they were happily occupied 
for most of the afternoon.
Unfortunately some stall holders were unable to attend but as 
usual there was a lot of attention focussed on the beekeeper’s 
demonstration. The vegetable and fruit stall looked very inviting 
and there was an immediate sell out of raspberries which were 
being sold at ridiculous knockdown prices. We still have enough 
onions over to supplement the burger barbecue at the Village 
Show! Our sincere thanks go to Tom & Sophie Leach of Grove 
Farm for their help towards this stall.
Interest was shown in a small exhibition of Butterflies and Moths 
held in the hall of Old Church Cottage. This was a small part of an 
exhibition to be held in March 2007 at the Natural History Mu-
seum, Tring.
Teas and scones were as good as ever produced by our team of 
loyal helpers. Not many people noticed that we had imported 
some alien scones bought nearby-no complaints.
As numbers were down so were our takings but we were still able 
to support two important local organisations. We will be passing 
on £207 to The Village News and £414 to All Saints 

Church, Long Marston.
Will this be our last event? A decision has been made not to 
hold the event next year for a number of reasons but possi-
bly to resume in two years time.
If you enjoyed the event, as we all did, we would welcome 
any new input to make Tea at the Tower a definite event in 
2008 and not just a possible one.
Thank you to all of those who came and of course to the 
helpers.
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:
01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

4D BUILDING
SERVICES

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Wilstone Post Office
& Village Stores

Wholesome foods, local produce 
and friendly personal service.

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 
(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon).
Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon

Fine delicatessen with cooked chicken, salt beef, 
ham, pate, smoked salmon, home made cottage pies, 

pasta salads and pasties.

Locally produced sirloin steak, chicken, lamb 
chops and pork chops fresh in on Fridays and Satur-

days.

Also, ask about our new Gluten Free cakes and biscuits.  
“They taste great”, our customers tell us.

You can get cash with no charges 
if you bank with 

Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Co-op Bank.

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE.
FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL 

CONTACT 

MARK LEE 0791 435 5180

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery

High quality professional service

Domestic and commercial

Excellent value    Fully insured

Free consultation and quote

References available

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795
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Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary and Minty

WELCOME once again to our diary of events at Tringford 
Farm.  After a two month summer recess we have a little 
trouble remembering just what has been going on here at 
the farm.  This hot sunny weather has encouraged us to 
spend rather a lot of the day, after we have had our fill of 
grass of course, under the hedgerow in the shade snoozing. 
Our woolly coats are rather an encumbrance in these hot 
conditions don’t you know!

Ah yes, we were going to tell you why that ferocious cock-
erel Beaky suddenly reappeared overnight from the new 
home he had been sent to.  It turns out that he really went 
OTT this time with his new owners.  A perfectly happy 
family – mum, dad, children, pets, dog and cat – who were 
just not prepared for what was in store for them, and not 
equipped with the know-how in how to handle a character 
like Beaky.  He went for everybody in turn even putting the 
dog and cat to flight, leaving the family rather shell 
shocked.  They should have had Bo-Peep there to show 
them how to control him. However he is back with us, strut-
ting his stuff and has even encouraged Son of Bill, the other 
young cockerel, to follow his example in his evil ways, but 
neither of them can stand up to Bo-Peep when she goes 
after them with her witch’s broom.  So walkers, beware 
when coming through our field!!

Scruffy Ed (Bo-
Peep’s little terrier 
for those who 
haven’t been in-
troduced), came 
up with a funny 
for us this month;  
we often have a 
chat when he 
comes in to pinch 
some of our sup-
per.  Now and 
again he has a 
walking arrange-
ment with his 
friends, Tilly and 
Cobber, a couple of terriers who live in Wilstone village.  
They do love to go rabbiting around the hedgerows, without 
much success we understand.  On this particular day relat-
ing to our story all three of them were in Tilly and Cobber’s 
garden when hey! up pops a rabbit either a very brave or 
very stupid rabbit.  The chase was on at full speed ahead 
with a crescendo of barking and yapping with all three dogs 
taking off in different directions until they converged onto 
the garden shed where Mr Rabbit had obviously, or so they 
thought, taken refuge.  Now at this stage one should de-
scribe the attributes of the pursuers.  Ed and Tilly might be 
classed as senior citizens of the dog world, so are rather 
more streetwise than Cobber, who could be compared to a 
certain young bear, who was described as ‘a bear with very 
little brain’.  Pooh Pooh to that, you might add!!

Therefore Ed and Tilly were running around the outside of 
the shed keeping an eye on any breakout attempt, and keep-
ing up with the chorus of yaps, yelps and barks, while big 
brave impetuous Cobber was digging frantically under the 
shed to get at a rabbit that was long gone and was probably 
laughing his socks off way across the fields.  This all ended 
with Bo-Peep coming on the scene and finding Ed and Tilly 
looking rather worried and Cobber fast stuck under the 
shed, wedged in the hole he had made to get at the rabbit.  
No amount of pushing and shoving would free him from his 
captivity.  The only way out was up.  As the shed was rather 
large and full of what sheds are made for, junk, it was de-

cided to remove some of the floor boards to allow Cobber out 
that way.  This was the end result with nary a thank you or by 
your leave from Cobber who straight away set off on the 
chase again.

Further to the story of the rabbit chase, Ed was telling us of 
two other incidents in the same week when Cobber fell into 
the canal - not once but twice – both events to do with chas-
ing birds.  The first instance, when after a moorhen, he found 
the difference between terra firma and soft reeds was an all 
over dunking in the canal.  All that could be seen of Cobber 
was his head and two great big eyes pleading ,“Get me out of 
here” as the reeds were too thick for a good foothold for him 
to scrabble out.

The following day we had a repeat action replay, this time 
when he decided to chase Mrs Duck and her nine ducklings, 
who were all in Jeffrey’s Lock having an early morning 
swim.  Cobber sets off around the lock, over the lock gates, 
getting more and more excited with each circuit until the in-
evitable happens: he misses his footing and pow! he is in the 
lock with the ducks.  Once again it’s a haul out process with 
those great big pleading eyes wishing to be rescued.  This his 
walker did, and the only thanks he received was a good soak-
ing from a very wet soggy dog whose sole aim was to go on 
chasing the ducks, but was promptly clipped onto his lead and 
hauled away before any more havoc was caused – what a 
crazy crazy mutt!

On the subject of hunting we now turn our attention to a real 
professional.  We haven’t talked about Oscar the cat for some 
time – he is a typical hunting cat who keeps himself to him-
self but does bring Bo-Peep presents from time to time like 
the odd baby rabbit still alive and kicking.  She gave him a 
good talking to and told him to leave the rabbits alone and 
concentrate on the vermin like rats, mice, etc and keep them 
away from the chickens and ducks, especially the Call ducks 
who have made a nest in Mr McGregor’s flower bed and are 
sitting on twelve eggs.  Well it seems to have worked this 
week because we have had moles, a weasel and various mice 
all laid out in the yard for inspection.  He never catches birds:  
I suppose it’s something to do with being a kitten when 
Beaky was a chick and they grew up together with Bertie the 
Yorky who is Oscar’s friend.

The Call ducks have blotted their copybook with the nest in 
the garden.  The three ducks were taking it in turns to sit on 
the nest and would quack to each other to organise the 
change-over procedure.  This was no problem during the day, 
but they carried on with the same pattern during the night 
which rather disturbed the sleep of Mr & Mrs McGregor who, 
after a few nights of 0300 hours quacking, decided enough 
was enough.  The eggs have now been moved to the incubator 
where their daily turning and damping down will be another 
job for Bo-Peep.  Here’s hoping for some fluffy ducklings to 
join the gang on the pond.  We will keep you posted on pro-
gress.

Young Mo, the new lamb, has had an attack of the fly the 
same as Minty, but Bo-Peep was onto it with her daily inspec-
tion nipping it in the bud early. Lucky for Mo because Minty 
says it can be very painful if not cured quickly.  Mo now has 
her woolly coat off and really loves the feeling as she runs 
and jumps around the field with Alfie her friend.  They are 
both in the big field with us now, so if you are walking 
through some time they will most likely come and introduce 
themselves.

That about covers this month’s goings on.  Signing off with 
our Bah Bah – Minty and Gary.

Hello I’am Scruffy Ed 
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M.D.SPRING 
AUTOS

have moved to new business premises.

All mechanical repairs

Very competitive prices

All work guaranteed

Vehicles collected and returned -

no extra charge.

MOTs arranged - welding -

breakdowns - wheels balanced -

tyres - batteries - exhausts. 

Fuel injection 

service.

Phone or fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250

MAN WITH A VAN!
Nationwide collection & delivery service

Anything considered e.g.
student moves, small house moves etc.

7 days a week
01296 427182
07770 237745
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead

Lynn and David take the titles 
By Magaret Kelland

LONG MARSTON Tennis Club’s summer tournament included two members 
who each won all their finals.  Lynn Dumpleton won the Ladies’ Singles, went 
on to win the Ladies’ Doubles with her partner Jane Dean, and then completed 
the hat-trick with her partner David Milburn in the Mixed Doubles.  David won 
the  Men’s Singles and then completed his three by winning the Men’s Doubles 
with his partner Terry Fitt.  Both David and Terry were suffering from injuries 
sustained during their winning participation in the cricket six-a-side the previ-
ous weekend, but you can’t keep a winner down.

Club Chairman Jane Dean presents Lynn 
Dumpleton and David Milburn with their 
doubles cup

Home Guard action in Home Close
THE rain on Saturday stopped Simon in his combine, so I stopped pushing my buttons in the dryer and was able to push a 
pen instead.

I’ve come back to a field here in Wilstone.  The four-acre pasture in front of my house.  On the north west side is some ridge 
and furrow, evidence of strip farming of bygone days.  On the old maps the field was called Home Close.  In my time it has 
been called Ross’s Meadow.  The house and meadow were let to ‘Colonel’ Ross just before and during the `39 -`45 war.  Mr. 
Ross was in command of the local Home Guard.  My earliest memory is of target practice using a piece of tin leaning against 
the ash tree in the NW hedge.  That tree has never looked well.

The local Home Guard platoons had exercises.  On one occasion a soldier was 
holding a position in the ditch outside our house.  I went to investigate.  To my 
surprise a man with a stick under his arm announced that the man in the ditch 
was dead!  Man in ditch climbed out - I suppose he counted up to a hundred -
and went off to try again.  After Sunday morning parades Sergeant Bateman 
would parade his platoon exactly mid-way between the Half Moon and the 
Buckingham Arms.  On the command “Dismiss!”, well - the Half Moon drink-
ers would not be seen in the Buckingham, and vice-versa.  Wars have started for 
less.

I was looking through an old account book.  On the payment side for January 
19th, 1945: “Threshing girls: 186½ hours @ ½, Total £10.17.7d.”  My calcula-
tor wouldn’t check that.  To my surprise Marion Briant remembered the occa-
sion.  The Land Girls helped thresh the wheat which had been stored in the barn 
where the tea room is now.  Half the ‘girls’ worked round the machine - which 
was a very dusty job.  The rest were in the barn passing the sheaves to the ma-
chine.  At lunchtime the two teams swapped places.  I commented about the low 
pay, prompting Marion to sing a song which the girls sang in the lorry going 
back to base.  It went something like this.

“We volunteered, we volunteered for the Land Army,
Fourteen bob a week and not much to eat,
Hobnail boots and blisters on our feet,
We volunteered for the Land Army.”

Marion admitted the food was actually quite good.  With her amazing memory, 
Marion probably remembers the make of the lorry, who was driving, and what they had for pudding.

A senior citizen in the Half Moon recently told me of a member of the Home Guard who was caught by Col. Ross asleep 
while guarding the canal bridge.  He was told on parade next day that he would be shot.  (Let’s hope he was not.  Anyone 
willing to own up?  Ed.)

Ex Land Army Girl Marion Briant today: an 
amazing memory (Picturse Village News)
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A few weeks 
ago I returned 
from my latest 
trip to Tanzania 
feeling very 
happy. The pro-
ject is really 
moving forward 
and now we can 
see the fruits of 
our labours 
from the past 
two years of 
planning and 
raising money. This time I spent a month in Tanzania, but 
the time went very quickly and, as always, I wished I could 
have been there longer. 

One of the main aims of this trip was to actually get the 
project started, by moving some young people into a centre 
- getting them off the street - and begin to teach them some 
carpentry skills. One of our biggest challenges was to de-
cide how to do this in terms of management of the unit. And 
I, Theo, Rashidi, David, began putting our ideas together to 
explore how we could do this but then Theo surprised us, by 
saying that he would give up his current job at Mkombozi 
(a centre for street children) and work full time for the 
Youth In Need Project. We talked this through, because I 
was worried, as at this stage our project does not have se-
cure income from donor organisations and we cannot guar-
antee salaries for staff in the long term. And I was espe-
cially worried as Theo’s wife is due to have twins at the end 
of September! Theo told us that he was prepared to take this 
risk, as he has dreamed of creating this project for such a 
long time and felt he needed to be there to see the dream 
through. So Theo resigned from his job at Mkombozi, much 
to their disappointment as they did not want to lose a great 
social worker, and Theo officially became employed by the 
Youth In Need Project on 1st August 2006.

Joining Theo in employment with the Youth In Need Pro-
ject on 1st August was Rashidi Sokolo, who is working as a 
social worker for the project, and we also welcomed Mr 
Comas Khaniki, who we are employing as a full time car-
pentry teacher. Mr Kitundu, the guy who helped us gather 
the information about the costs of providing the vocational 
training, introduced us to Mr Khaniki. Mr Khaniki has a 
wealth of experience as a vocational training teacher as his 
previous job was as a Head Teacher of a vocational training 
centre belonging to the Catholic Church.

The next 
thing we 
needed to do 
was to find 
premises 
where we 
could set up 
the project. 
After a lot of 
hard work 
and negotiat-
ing the price, 
we found a 
3-bedroom 

house in Monduli. The rent is £75 per month. It was so excit-
ing the first time I went into the house. It was empty but I 
was imagining what it would be like when the street children 
would be living there. There is one bedroom for the young 
people to sleep in, one bedroom for staff and the third bed-
room to be used as an office. There is a nice kitchen area, a 
bathroom and a big living room area, which will be used as a 
classroom, dining room and sitting room. Mr Khaniki will 
build a shed outside in the garden to use as a workshop. 

So when I left Tanzania at the end of July I knew we had a 
unit and 3 members of staff. Since Theo, Rashidi and Mr 
Khaniki have begun work we have completed the process to 
become a registered Tanzanian Trust, and Mr Khaniki has 
made furniture for the unit. But now I am even happier to 
report that 4 street boys have moved into our centre. The 
work that Theo is currently doing is interviewing Maasai 
boys, as he has to select 4 boys to come to the centre as day 
students. Its amazing to think after all this time we have got 
to an operational status, and we actually have vulnerable 
young people making use of our project to help them to im-
prove their future. These 4 boys no longer have to eat from 
the rubbish dump, or sleep in the doorway of a shop or wash 
in the river. They have a safe place, where they have food, 
accommodation and can learn skills to give them a chance in 
life.

The other news is that we’ve made an application to Comic 
Relief for funding, so keep your fingers crossed and hope-
fully they will want to support our project. At the present 
time we are relying on the money we raise here in the UK, 
so if anyone wants to donate or raise some money we would 
very much welcome this - every penny counts!

Asante sana,

More information at www.youthinneed.org.uk
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New premises in Monduli.

Tanzania Report    by Sarah Henshaw

Sarah with the Team

FIELDWIN SERVICES
David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)
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THE  WOODWORK 

SHOP

Your Project in Wood

Unit 4b
Woodlands Farm
The Vale 
Chesham
Bucks HP5 3NS

Phone  or Fax
01494 772600
Email  ajm42@msn.com

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.  

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.      

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality.

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and 

Cattery, Wingrave.
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS 

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY
No matter how small the job 

call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN

J B Services
patios & drives

block, shingle & tarmac
drainage work 

exterior maintenance 
rubbish clearance

no job too small
tel: 07799 398335,

or 01442 826648 (evenings)
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 

near Tring and 

Aston Clinton)

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

A big thank you to everyone who helped make the Magic of 
the Musicals held at Tring School a huge success both by 
helping on the night and by coming along to support the 
students.  Over 2000 people filled the school playing fields 
on a perfect summer’s evening to be entertained by 200 
young and talented musicians.  £6,500 was raised on the 
evening for the school which far exceeded expectations.  
The money will be used to equip the school hall with sound 

Magic of the Musicals

Part of the large audience at Tring School

SEPTEMBER sees the start of a national WI recruitment 
drive.  We hope you know that your local WI always wel-
comes visitors and would be delighted to have new mem-
bers from all the villages covered by Village News.  We are 
a small friendly group, still the only local organisation to 
have regular talks by visiting speakers. In both September 
and October our meetings are open to everyone.

Charles Dickens’ 
Troubled Childhood
will be explored by Colin 

Oakes on Tuesday September 
12th.
On Tuesday October 10th Ian 
Rennie Hospice at Home will 
tell us about their Twenty 
Years of Caring.

Both meetings are at 8pm at 
Long Marston Victory Hall.   
Visitors £2 including refresh-
ments. 

Should you need transport to 
the meetings or for WI membership enquiries contact Pam 
Edmonds 661370

Long Marston W.I. 
welcomes all...

Long Marston Show Winners
Thomas Chapman Award for outstanding contribution to 
the village: Carole Harrison.
William Dean Challenge Bowl (fruit and vegetable): John 
Rowe.
Grace Trophy (vegetable collection): John Rowe and 
Ernestine Matthews.
Ernest Gregory Cup (flowers): John North.
John Chapman Trophy (roses): John North and Alan 
Winfield.
Val Brash Memorial Cup (floral art - novice): Not awarded.
Parker Cup (floral art): Rita Morgan.
William Huckvale Cup (domestic): Gillie Russell-Mann.
Katherine Severs Memorial Plate (domestic - cakes): Ro-
zanne Wallace.
The ‘Woman’ Magazine Cup (handicraft): Carole Harrison.
Frank Hopkins Trophy (art): Angela Wilkinson.
Sir Harry Viasey Cup (most points - child): Laura Ed-
monds.
The Sheila Wood Trophies (child - vegetables): Laura Ed-
monds, Molly McMunn, Ryan Brown.
The Sheila Wood Cup (child - flowers and vegetables): 
Laura Edmonds.
Hales Trophy (most points - lady): Gillie Russell-Mann.
Alan Taylor Cup (most points - gentleman): John North.
Astrope Cup (photographic - child): Laura Edmonds.
The Sheila Wood Trophies (child - vegetables): Laura Ed-
monds, Molly McMunn, Ryan Brown.
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This month I would like to introduce an excellent article about autumn cyclamen by John Noakes a real 
enthusiast for this beautiful and unusual garden flower. If any of you ardent gardeners would to like to  
write a short article about your particular favourite or other gardening subject, please contact the editor. 

Grow your own by Fred Planter
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Problem with your windows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

or is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

can't?

- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com

New for 2006!

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Cyclamen-The Autumn Species
By John Noakes 
MANY people associate 
cyclamen with that potted 
plant received at Christmas 
or on a wedding anniversary 
that shrivels up in an over-
heated room and then dies; 
the plant that is, although 
both might be possible!. This 
type of cyclamen is Cycla-
men persicum and over many 
years nurserymen have cross 
fertilized it to such an extent 
that it bears almost no re-
semblance to the wild spe-
cies. It is not hardy in the 
open garden; it is a cool conservatory plant.
There are approximately twenty wild species of Cyclamen, 
not all hardy in this country. They belong to the Primula 
family which at first sight seems surprising but if you can 
imagine the petals of a primula reflexed back like rabbits 
ears then one can appreciate the link. Most come from the 
Mediterranean or Middle East and not all are fully hardy, 

however there are many that can cope with our climate. It is 
possible to have a cyclamen in flower in the open garden 
throughout almost the whole year. They all grow from tu-
bers and in some of the species these can develop into the 
size of dinner plates, living for years. Even when out of 
flower many species have attractive patterned leaves that 
last for months; an added bonus.  One of the curious fea-
tures of cyclamen is its seed distribution. After flowering, 
the stalk below the seed capsule contracts and then spirals 
down, pulling the ripening seed capsule to lie on the 
ground. Slowly it splits open to reveal the seeds which are 
covered in a sweet sticky, jelly like substance beloved of 
ants. They carry off the seeds to devour just the sticky sub-
stance and drop the seeds. In my garden I find cyclamen 
popping up in all sorts of extraordinary places and it’s all 
through courtesy of ants.
Of the autumn flowering species it is possible to grow five 
outside in our gardens. They are Cyclamen hederifolium, 
C.cilicium, C.mirabile, C.intaminatum and C.purpurascens

C.hederifolium should be in everyone’s garden as it is easy 
to grow; it has wonderful leaves which persist long after 
flowering. Like most of the cyclamen the flower colours 
range from white through to red. It often starts to flower in 
late summer; currently writing this in late July I have al-
ready a few showing their heads above ground emerging 
from tubers almost four inches across. It is a widespread 
inhabitant of southern Europe. If I had to choose one cycla-
men to grow, this would be the one.
C.cilicium comes from the Taurus Mountains in southern 
Turkey. It’s a smaller more refined plant than the last and 
not so vigorous.
C.mirabile used to be described as a form of C. cilicium. It 
comes from western Turkey, so they are separated geo-
graphically. The leaf patterns, red colouring and scalloped 
leaf margins distinguish it from C. cilicium.
C. intaminatum is the smallest of all the cyclamen. It has 
tiny white flowers with rounded leaves. It is one of my fa-
vourites but requires special siting as it can be swamped by 
other plants. 
Finally C.purpurascens. It is a species that occurs in central 
Europe and tends to be an intermittent flowerer starting 
often in mid summer. It is difficult to please, requiring a   
shadier site than the others.

Cultivation really is not difficult for C. hederifolium; the 
others are more tricky. Most species grow at the edge of 
woodland where the soil drains easily. They hate persis-
tently damp conditions and can cope with summer drought 
quite well, so a gritty loamy soil in part shade suite them 
best. All come easily from seed, sown when fresh and be-
fore the ants make off with it. Never buy dried tubers, as 
they rarely succeed and they have probably been dug up 
from the wild. If one can get hold of small pot-grown plants 
this is the best option.

As you may gather, I am a cyclamen freak and do grow 
most of these species and others. If any one is interested in 
growing them and seeing them in flower, I would happy to 
introduce them to these fascinating plants.

Cyclamen hederifolium
Picture John Noakes 
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What’s the recipe today Jane?  

SWEET 

AND SOUR 

CHICKEN

Jane says: When you see how easy and delicious this is, you will won-

der why you ever ordered it from the Chinese takeaway !!

SWEET AND SOUR CHICKEN

WHAT YOU NEED
4 skinless boneless chicken breasts, cubed
vegetable oil, for frying
1 onion sliced
1 red pepper, cored and cut into 2.5 cm (1in.) pieces
1 orange pepper prepared as above
435g can pineapple chunks, in natural juice
1 tbsp corn flour
2 tbsp tomato ketchup
2 tbsp light soy sauce
1 tbsp white wine vinegar
135 ml ( 4½ fl oz ) water
handful fresh coriander leaves for garnish ( optional )

WHAT YOU DO
1. Heat the oil in a frying pan or wok and cook the chicken until 

golden. Drain on kitchen paper.
2. Empty the oil from the pan leaving a thin coating and cook the onion 

and peppers for 2-3 min. Strain the pineapple chuncks – keep the 
juice – and add to the pan.Cook for a further 2 mins.

3. Mix the corn flour with a little of  the juice to make a paste. Stir this 
into the remaining juice, ketchup, soy sauce, vinegar and water. 
Pour into the pan and bring to the boil, stirring until the mixture 
thickens.

4. Add the cooked chicken and simmer for 5 mins until cooked 
through. Serve with rice with a handful of fresh coriander.

Hot tip …….
Did you know that peppers can be easily frozen? Remove seeds and cut 
into strips or squares and freeze in bags. When we go to France, I buy 
loads as they are usually twice the size and half the price!! This makes this 
delicious meal a “store cupboard” favourite.

by Jane Kelly

Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

Julie Nicholls
Tel: 01296 660686

Mobile: 07960 766418
Julienicholls11@aol.com

Handmade soft furnishings

Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles 

Fabric advice & room design
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Chris Griffiths

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257

Mobile 07768 222127

Great Gap, Ivinghoe, 

Nr Leighton Buzzard

Open from mid June to October

30 different varieties of fruit 

and vegetable 

to pick your own

Visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk

or ring 01296 668175

AZURE POOLS 
& HOT TUBS

Your local dealer for
� SWIMMING POOLS
� SAFETY COVERS

� POOL ENCLOSURES
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 

(we deliver to you-same day service available)
� HOTTUBS 
� SAUNAS

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR 
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL 

SHOWROOM
(private sessions by appointment)

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY 
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE 

CONTACT US!

01525 223127 or 07957424106

or visit us at
UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Tom Evans 07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Angus Munday                01296 660303
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 4459

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Kerie Ivory                 01442 822117
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds              01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have 

delivered this Village News to every home in 

the parish. Distribution enquiries to:

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

October’s Guest Editor will be:
Colin Davenport
01442  890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Wednesday 20th Septem-
ber 2006 for the October 
edition, published on 1st October.

We are on line at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on local news)

www.wilstone.me.com (Click on Village News)
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From the Vicarage…   by Rev’d Frank Mercurio 

WHO MAKES IT HAPPEN?
BEFORE I was ordained to the priesthood, I worked for 12 
years in a variety of restaurants in London and in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  As manager and chef I was responsible for food 
preparation as well as hiring new service and kitchen staff.
Regardless of the job for which they were hired, each new 
member of staff spent the first day working in the kitchen, 
doing a bit of everything that needed to be done to provide 
the meal for the customer.  That first day included cleaning 
and preparing vegetables, cleaning seafood, storing food 
deliveries, washing dishes, and cleaning the kitchen - walls 
and floors - mid-afternoon and at closing. It gave a greater 
appreciation for the many separate tasks required and 
helped everyone working in the restaurant to know that each 
task was important to the final product.  The chef is impor-
tant, but no matter how good the food, if the cutlery has 
caked bits of food, the wine glasses are smudged, the floor 
is littered, and the loos aren’t clean, your perception of the 
restaurant is clouded.
As I take services week after week in the 5 churches in this 
Team, I am constantly impressed with the faithfulness of all 
the people who make our churches available for worship. 
There are vergers, sidemen and women, musicians, servers, 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH news
We shall be decorating the church from 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, 23 September. Your contributions of fruit, vegetables, 
seasonal flowers and greenery would be much appreciated. 
The edible produce is donated to St. Joseph’s Residential 
Home in Tring, and therefore your generosity is doubly ap-
preciated. The Harvest Festival takes the form of a Harvest 
Evensong complete with all the traditional harvest hymns, 
followed by a Harvest Tea in Cecilia Hall. Please make a 
special effort to join us.

Patronal Festival
Despite such inhospitable weather, a faithful group gathered 
at St. Mary’s.  When the weather allowed, the Teddies flew 
from the Tower (gaining their bravery Certificates).  We all 
condensed inside the church where there were floral dis-
plays depicting St. Mary, St. Patrick, St. Cross, St. Martha, 
St. Christopher and St. Cecilia.  Our grateful thanks to those 
who took the time and trouble to create the lovely displays. 

The Cream Teas were eaten with relish, and we made at-
tempts at ringing hand bells.  We made our mistakes, had a 
lot of laughs and, eventually, made a “passable” attempt at 
The Bells of St.Mary’s and a harvest hymn.

News from ALL SAINTS
We have had another couple of busy months with our fund 
raising and we should like to thank everyone who has 
helped with the baking, washing up or serving teas. The Tea 
at the Tower was another success and All Saints have re-
ceived a very generous donation from this event. Did you 
visit the Cake Stall at the Horticultural Show? The variety of 
cakes were most tempting and we managed to raise over 
£180.
Looking to the future, we shall be taking part in the Historic 
Churches Bike Ride on 9 September – volunteers to cycle, 
and sponsors are needed: please contact Neil Brown on 
01442 825956.
On Friday 20 October we are holding our annual Quiz Night 
– Toby is already planning the questions so please organise 
your team and encourage others to make this another fun 
event. Enquiries to Carole Harrison on 01296 668526.

All Saints Building Repairs
The stonemasons have 
now begun the repairs 
to  the stonework. Wa-
ter had been getting 
into some of the stone 
causing it to deteriorate 
rapidly.  
The bad news is, our 
architect having con-
ducted a closer survey 
of the higher levels of 
the church, says that 
the damage is more 
extensive than we feared and the old chimney is unsafe.  In 
our previous fundraising we had built in a contingency fund, 
but these new works have proved to be far more expensive 
than we could have imagined – a further £10,000 is needed.
No one particularly relished the idea of finding another 
£10,000, but we have decided with support from the other 
churches in the Tring Team Parish the work must proceed 
even if it means borrowing the money. In the coming 

months we will be looking for 
your support in our fundraising 
activities.
To start with Chris and Guy 
Nightingale and friends are 
cylcing from Holyhead in North 
Wales to Hornsea, a journey of 
some 350 miles in 6days ..Huw 
the Vicar will even shave his 
beard off if enough money is pledged .
If you can help us with fundraising or would like to make a 
donation please call Huw on 01442 851200. Please help us 
to support this village asset.

choir directors, lay ministers, members of the choir, clean-
ers, polishers, sweepers, bell ringers, clergy, flower arrang-
ers.  People who provide refreshments, care for the fabric of 
the building, clean and iron the altar linens, manage the 
sound system, prepare the notice sheets, update the notice 
boards, churchwardens, those who look after the church 
grounds--grass cutting, planting flowers, clearing the paths.  
There are those who do the readings and intercessions; 
those who are crèche attendants, Sunday School and youth 
group leaders...
Each has a part to play in making our churches and services 
welcoming, prayerful and available to the community.  
So many people are working hard to make our churches 
available for our use. Often the only comments are com-
plaints when something isn’t done.
A word of thanks and encouragement is always appropriate! 
But all that we do is primarily for the glory of God. While all 
would say they give their time and skills willingly, and not for 
recognition, it is good for us to acknowledge those who work 
so diligently.
From all who use our churches in any way -to all of you who 
so faithfully prepare our churches for worship and maintain 
the church grounds…THANK YOU!
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tables and the PA system and especially to Jenny Mead at 
The Farm Shop and Jenni Corsby at Wilstone PO Stores for 
superb donations to the raffle.  Finally a message to ‘The 
Great Organiser’and her 4 family helpmates – we’ve saved 
the bunting, the ‘Fun Day’ notice to go on the hedge, some 
of the trophies on the knick-knack table, and all of the 
games, so please get out your calendar now and start plan-
ning for another successful 

WILSTONE CHURCH FAMILY FUN DAY next year.
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Fun at St Cross       by Eileen Doley

THE trees bent almost down to the 
ground in strong wind yet many brave 
mortals flocked to one of Wilstone’s 
most popular events – FAMILY FUN 
DAY.  Held in  the garden of the village 
church, In spite of windy conditions  
there was no lack of puff from the 
doughty contestants at the more sport-
ing of the games.  New this year, and an 
immediate magnet for Fun Day-goers, 
was the ingenious Shuttlecock Precision 
Past-time, and just look at the shot of 
Magda Melo from Tring proving she 
was a real dab hand at the game!  Other 
activities in athletic vein were step the 
chain, bowling, a demure hook-a-duck 
and a vociferous splat-the-rat. Not to 
mention the wrist bending exercise to 
guess the weight of a cake and, for the 
youngsters, the physical effort of pick-
up-a-lolly.

For the many intellectuals in the crowd 
there were the complexities of the treas-
ure map, a picture quiz, and many oth-
ers. The bric-a-brac table and the Money 
Game gave buyers and gamblers alike a 
chance to gain.

It was great to hear that proceeds from the stall selling Afri-
can jewellery and Wilstone home-made cakes (organised by 
supporters of Youth in Need in Tanzania) really benefited 
its funds considerably as this is a charity supported by the 
whole village.

So thanks to all  the hard-working helpers and  to the ga-
zebo providers, putters-up and downers, efficient manage-
ment of the kitchen, to Wilstone Village Hall for the loan of 

Village View      
by John Painter
Black Poplars in  
summer, Hall Mead, 
Wilstone

THE black poplars, for 
which this part of the 
country is renowned, are 
striking at any time of 
year but never more so 
than in early summer, as 
the new leaf develops.  
This picture was taken 
on the Black Poplar 
Walk on one of those  
bright but stormy days 
when the sun lit up the 
landscape despite the 
grey clouds overhead.

Magda Melo from Tring shows her winning technique at the St Cross Fun Day. 
(Picture: Village News)
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All the fun of the show
(Pictures Village News)

The Hemel Hempstead Band strike up to start the show

Fantastic slide!

All hands to the urn 

Show crowds on a sunny afternoon

Flights of Fancy: 1st Rosanne Wallace, 2nd Emma-Lea 
Davis, 3rd Carole Harrison

These onions are definitely 
not in the ‘under 3 inches’ An astonishing selection of cakes for sale 1st prize for Jeffrey Nor-

wood’s vase of perennials

On the showground, bouncy castles are clearly now passé as 
the fabulous giant inflatable slide seemed a much more inter-
esting proposition and attracted good business from those of a 
certain age all afternoon. What a pity we can’t all have a go. 
The other sure-fire success is the Tombola.  What is it about 
these that guarantees a queue?  With the Hemel Hempstead 
Band providing that evocative sound of a country village 
show,  people strolled around the stalls and sideshows enjoy-
ing the sunny afternoon.


