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We depend on readers’ 

articles and pictures. 

So let’s have them! 

Sun and Fun at the Long Marston 

Village Show                  by Alan Warner 

I’ve lived just outside the  

village for nearly 30 years and 

have always approached the 

week of the Village Show with 

fear and trepidation. Normal 

life is forgotten as family and 

friends are brought in from near 

and far to make their contribu-

tions to the cause of winning 

prizes.  My normally thoughtful 

and mild mannered wife  

becomes single minded and 

highly competitive. I have  

always looked on in puzzle-

ment, accepting that I will be 

ignored for a week, trying to 

make myself available for fer-

rying duties, transporting the 

various entries to the village 

hall.  There I have observed the 

equally focused competitive 

entrants and admired with won-

der the effort and commitment 

of all those involved. 

 

As I drove my car onto the  

recreation ground just after 

2pm on August 4th, I was  

reminded that the Long Mar-

ston and Puttenham Traditional 

Village Show is so much more 

than these fiercely contested  

competitions in the village hall. 

The sun was shining, the music 

was playing and the range of 

activities was impressive.  

The beer was already flowing and a good time was being had by all. The disappointing but 

understandable decision to cancel the dog show – such a central and successful feature in  

previous years – did not seem to be reducing enjoyment. 

 

However, I decided that my first stop had to be the Village Hall, to see the results of the com-

petitions and discover whether my wife would later be celebrating victory or disputing the 

judges’ verdicts on her ‘Cut me and come again’ cake.  I studied the program and realized that 

I had never before appreciated the scale of it all, 94 different categories covering vegetables, 

fruit, flowers, art, cooking, handicrafts, art, photography and poetry, in addition to a number of 

children’s classes.   

                                                                                         ……...continued on pages 7 and 28 

 

 

You’ve got ice cream on you face - I know how to eat 

mine!                                                 (Picture Alan Warner) 

A beautiful smile to go with the face painting.   
(Picture Alan Warner) 
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The Allotment Cup 2018                                             by Joan Dean 

WHAT a resilient lot we gardeners are. Torrential rain in 
the Spring, would it ever stop and let us get started on 
our allotments. Day after day it rained and the ground 
was sodden.  It had been a long winter and we were 
desperate to get out there. 
 

Then, hey presto, it suddenly stopped and there we were 
planting away like mad with not enough hours in the day 
to get the seed into the ground and up and growing. And 
now look at us - the relentless struggle to keep it all 
watered with the sun beating down during the day. 
Therefore it has be done at the crack of dawn or as the 
sun is setting— exhausting! Why do we do it I ask 
myself, how much easier to go into Tesco and buy it all.  
But of course that is our problem. We are country folk 
and that is what we do, we grow our own. We must be 
mad!!!  What do they say about mad dogs and 
Englishmen (sorry and women)! 
 

So after that preamble, or should I say pre-ramble, we 
will move onto the judging of the allotments this year. 
 

I must say our Judges, John Branham and Michael 
Tomlinson were incredibly positive about our results, 
they found something complimentary to say about most 
of the gardens and thought everyone had done an 
amazing job under such trying conditions. To be honest I 
was dreading the day, I thought they would take one 
look over the gate and wonder why we were wasting 
their time, but as always they were totally professional in 
their approach, and the workmanlike way they assessed 
each plot.  So a big thank you to them. 
 

The winner of the Tring Charities Diploma which is 
awarded for whatever the judges decides merits 
recognition.  And this year it was awarded to Paul and 
Janet Skells for the most improved plot over the past 3 
years.  This was quite an achievement considering the 
adverse conditions, so well done to them. 
 

The judging of the Best Allotment for the Cup was an 
extremely difficult task.  As always Steve and Tom 

Poulton have amazing allotments, always a joy to 
behold, everything seems to grow effortlessly whatever 
the conditions, and we all look on in admiration.  
  
However, this year Alan Knight crept up on the outside 
to gain the most points overall.  His herb collection and 
the insect houses on his shed gained extra points and 
this just tipped everything in his favour, so well done 
Alan, a popular winner. 

Alan Knight and his adorable daughter Tanya 

The day the 
gentry dropped 
in!  
 

 By Colin Reedman 
 
These two cars were spotted 

outside the Half Moon public 

house by an eagle eyed observer 

on Sunday 15th July. 

 

They are; on the left a 1950 

Bentley and on the right a 

remarkable 1930 Rolls Royce. 
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Editor this month: John McCall 
Editorial Team  

 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, John McCall and 

Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

  
Without doubt the highlight in this edition is the 
news of the National Lottery Award to fund the 
purchase of a new sound and projection system 
which ensures the continuation of the popular 
Wilstone Film Nights. 
Congratulations and thanks to those who made it 
happen. 
 
Mention also has to be made of one intrepid 
reporter who wrote and sent an article from the 
top deck of a dive boat on the Great Barrier Reef. 
This must be a first. 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the magazine 
which features the very successful Long Marston 
show. 
 
To all those who have been on holiday—welcome 
back, and to those yet to go—have a great time. 
 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

The next edition will be for October  and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 19 September 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

2 September 2018 
10.00am    Sunday Worshipat All Saints, Long Marston. 
 

11.30am    Harvest Festival at St Cross, Wilstone starting at          

the Duckpond. Followed by lunch at 1pm in the village hall. 

Tickets £6.50 in advance from Olga 01442 822 894. 
 

3.30pm      Holy Communion BCP at St Mary’s, Puttenham. 
 

9 September2018 
10.00am     Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston. 

10.00am     Sunday Worshipat St Cross, Wilstone. 

3.30pm       Evening Prayer at St Mary’s, Puttenham. 

6.00pm       Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston. 
 

16 September2018 
10.00am     Worship for All.  Harvest Festival at All Saints, 

Long Marston - collecting items for DENS followed by soup 

and crumble. 

10.00am      Holy Communion. Patronal Festival at St Cross, 

Wilstone. 

3pm             Stick Walk at St Cross, Wilstone 

4pm             Stick Service at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm        Taize at St Mary’s, Puttenham. 
 

23 September2018 
10.00am       Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston. 

10.00am       Worship for All at St Cross,Wilstone. 

3.30pm         Evensong. Harvest Festival at St Mary’s,  

Puttenham, followed by a Harvest tea. 
 

25 September2018 
10.00am        Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone. 
 

30 September 2018 
10.00am        Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston. 

10.00am        Pet Service at St Cross, Wilstone – a non-

communion service. 

3.30pm          Sunday Worship at St Mary’s, Puttenham. 

All Saints  Long Marston  
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 What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  The 

public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

5 September Puttenham village hall. 

3 October Wilstone village hall. 

Notice to Event advertisers 

 
A Diary date entry is free and can list future events up to a year 

ahead . Details to  editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

A Local Events Listing is free for local organisations, Two entries 

not more than two months before the event are allowed  Send your 

text to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Dedicated event adverts 1/8/,1/4 or 1/2 page are available at 

standard rates. You have full control over content and design. 

Contact the Advertising Manager see top of page 3 for details. 

               ST. CROSS WILSTONE 
MACMILLAN  

COFFEE  MORNING 

  TUESDAY 25 SEPT.    11.00 – 12.30 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

 

PLEASE JOIN US TO SUPPORT THIS 

VERY WORTHY CAUSE 

            ST CROSS WILSTONE    

                 PET SERVICE 
 

           SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER  

                      AT 10.00AM 

 
ALL ANIMALS ARE WELCOME 

      CALLING ALL KNITS! 
 

The WI would like help from anyone who enjoys 

knitting. To commemorate the centenary of the 

end of WW1 we are planning to have a display of 

knitted or felt poppies around the war memorial 

and village green in November. Obviously the 

more poppies, the better it will look, so we would 

appreciate any contributions. The pattern below 

is  simple and the finished items are very effec-

tive, so dust off your knitting needles and have a 

go! 

 

Garter Stitch Poppy 

Cast on 80 stitches Rows 1-10: garter stitch Row 

11-13: knit 2 together across row (10 sts) Finish 

by cutting a length of yarn and threading it 

through the remaining stitches and draw up. Then 

stitch the edges together to form a round. Sew a 

black button in the centre. Remember to leave 

two long pieces of yarn on the back of the poppy 

so it can be attached to the cascade—these can be 

black or red from the sewing up yarn or the but-

ton yarn but need to be securely on the poppy.  

 

For any more information or more patterns please 

contact: 

Maggy 01296 662388 

Pam 01296 661370 

 

Saturday 6 October 

Tambourine Jerk. Wilstone Village Hall 7pm  

Friday 19 October  

Wilstone Film night. 

First show of the season 

Friday 16 November 

Wilstone Film Night 

Friday 14 December 

Wilstone Film Night 

Diary Dates..  
Sunday 2 September 

Harvest Festival St Cross Wilstone. 

Sunday 16 September 

Harvest Festival All Saints Long Marston 

Sunday 23 September 

Harvest Festival. St Mary’s church 3.30pm 

Tuesday 25 September 

Macmillan coffee morning. St Cross Wilstone 11-12.30 

Sunday 30 September 

Pet service. St cross Wilstone 10 am 
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Local Events... continued 

1st Uzbekistan 

2nd Vietnam 

3rd Red Ensign (Merchant Navy day) 

6th Swaziland 

7th Brazil 

8th Andorra 

9th California 

10th Gibralter 

11th Catalonia 

12th Cape Verde 

13th Palestine (Israel-PLO Accord) 

15th El Salvador 

16th Papua New Guinea 

18th Chile 

19th       Jolly Roger (International Talk like a 

Pirate Day) 

22nd Derbyshire 

23rd Saudi Arabia 

24th Guinea-Bissau 

25th Monmouthshire 

26th        Liechtenstein(Constitution Day 1862) 

29th Westmoreland 

30th Botswana 

Cracking Flags  -  September 2018             by Martin Winship 

        Saturday 6th October 

        Wilstone Village Hall 

Tickets £10. Doors open at 7pm 
Cash Bar. Buy your tickets from:  

Wilstone village shop;The Queens Head Long 

Marston; The Half Moon Wilstone; Longridge  

Station Rd, Long Marston or phone 07925 170099 

 

 

 

A World 

Challenge  

fund-

raiser. 

All profits 

go to 

World 

Challenge 

Big lottery award for  

Wilstone film nights 
 

Those of you who come to Wilstone Film Nights will be 

aware that our projectionist, Richard Fields, from Flicks in 

the Sticks, sadly passed away earlier this year. In the in-

terim, we hired a local AV company as a substitute, but not 

only was the quality of the equipment inferior, it was also 

far more expensive than we paid Flicks. It was apparent 

that we could not continue to hire-in such resources, as we 

would quickly become loss-making. 
 

Flicks have told us, very reluctantly, that they can no 

longer provide a technician who would be willing to make 

the journey from Shrewsbury, as Richard did. The equip-

ment provided by Flicks costs around £10,000, so we have 

been faced with a stark decision, to either buy our own 

equipment or cease the film nights, which would be very 

upsetting after 12 years. 
 

But now the good news! With the help of Flicks in the 

Sticks we have been through the tortuous process of apply-

ing to the national lottery for funding the purchase of new 

equipment, and we have been awarded a grant of £9,250 

solely to be spent on equipping the hall with a new sound 

and projection system. We are currently getting quotes and 

plan to have the new kit installed by the end of September 

this year, in time for the next film night season starting in 

October. 
 

So, thanks to the National Lottery, 
film nights in Wilstone will con-
tinue, starting on October 19th, 
2018 
 

PS: We are seeking three villagers 

who can be trained on using the new 

equipment. If it interests you and 

you can be available for film nights, please contact me, 

Peter Walker, at walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

 

Forthcoming film night dates: 

October 19thFinding your Feet 

November 16thTo be advised 

December 14thMama Mia, here we go again 

January 18th, February 15th, March 15th & April 5th 

to be advised. 

  Harvest festivals in the villages 
St Cross, Wilstone on 2 September 2018 at 

11.30am (meeting at the Duck Pond). Harvest Lunch in 

the Village Hall at 1pm. Advance tickets are £6.50. 
 

All Saints, Long Marston on 16 September 2018 

at 10.00am followed by a soup and crumble lunch. All 

Saints will also be collecting items for DENS (Dacorum 

Emergency Night Shelter). 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham on 23 September 2018 at 

3.30pm. This is a Choral Evensong with the organ and 

the Emeritus Brass Quintet. Harvest Tea will follow   

afterwards. The displayed produce will be donated to St 

Francis Hospice. 
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Who’s up for another Wilstone Open Village in 2019?                      by Diana Crapnell 

2017 saw our first ever Wilstone Open Village which 
very successfully combined Open Gardens, which we 
had run before, alongside closing the road through the 
village for the day and having a range of craft and food 
stalls plus brilliant live  
music outside the Half Moon. 
 
It proved to be a fabulous day with hundreds of people 
enjoying all that was on offer and also a lot of locals get-
ting involved in making the whole event run smoothly.  
Not only did we have a really fun day but all the monies 
raised went to support local groups such as the church 
and community shop as well as the Parkinson’s Charity.  
At the end of the day so many people asked ‘are we go-
ing to run it again’? 
 
Well the answer to that is yes we would very much like 
to do so in 2019, most likely the end of June as that’s a 
great time for the gardens.   
The Wilstone Village Hall Committee have once again 
agreed to sponsor the whole event.  However to make it 
all happen the first step is to get key  
actions identified and plans put in place and, yep you’ve 
guessed it, that means people like you and me getting 
involved in a planning group.  There will be a number of 
issues to be considered from organising the open gar-
dens element, then there’s all the stalls and the music as 

these are also really key features, plus, of course, hav-
ing some great food and drink offers for which we are 
famous; and then there’s the absolutely essential, but 
more mundane issues, such as logistics, parking and  
traffic management. 
 
So can you help?  Ideally we need a big enough group 
of people that we can break the tasks down to manage-
able sizes so no-one is overloaded.  Rough plan at the 
moment would be to get together in October to work out 
exactly what is  
required and who can take on what.  We would really 
love you to get involved whether you’ve helped before or 
are someone new to the village or just fancy lending a 
hand this time.  So please give me a call on 01442 
826043 or stop and have a chat if you see me in the 
Community shop.  The more people involved the better. 
 
We will of course be letting everyone know how things 
are progressing and, as soon as its fixed, the day of the 
Event so that you know it’s coming and can make your 
plans accordingly. 
2017’s Open Village was amazing, we hope to make 
2019’s Event even more enjoyable for everyone. 
 
So please give me a call! 

 

Announcing the August and September Village News 100 Club winners 

 

AUGUST  

WINNERS..... 

 

 
1st  Maggie Buchi             £53.00 

2nd Amanda Russell       £26.50 

3rd Ian and Linda Keith £13.25 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  

WINNERS…. 

 

 

 

1st Colin Reedman         £53.00 

2nd Richard Smissen     £26.50 

3rd Kate Heslop              £13.25 

 

There is still time to join for the October draw. Application forms are available from Keith or Jean Fox via email 

on treasurervillagenews@gmail.com. Only £15 for the remaining 3 months 

 

Kate Hughes and Anne Reading select 

the September winning tickets 

Glenn Barrington, landlord of the 

Queen’s Head makes the August draw. 

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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As I chatted to a number of competitors, I learned that the 

warm and dry weather had caused the number of vegetable, 

fruit and flowers entries to be well down on normal levels. 

However there were also some other categories that were 

short on entry numbers, maybe the warm weather had had an 

adverse impact on the productivity and creativity of local 

residents. 

 

However any lack of quantity was more than compensated 

by the quality of entries. There were two pieces of work that 

achieved first place as the only entrant when it was clear that 

they would have won no matter how many others had  

competed. One was a miniature garden by Lexi McKenzie, 

another a Cricketers’ Arms pub sign by Mavis Holdham, 

both superb creations that deserved more competition. Also 

outstanding to a cricket nut like me was the winner in the 

cricket cake category by Emma Lea Robinson, which  

somehow featured, on one cake, a scoreboard, the Ashes and 

a batsman diving to reach the wicket. 

 

I was also fascinated by the range of numeracy shown by the 

organizers of the vegetables, fruit and flowers competitions; 

we could almost have our own version of ‘twelve days of 

Christmas’ with requests for six pansies ,five onions, four 

carrots, three sticks of rhubarb, two cucumbers and one  

marrow. There were also some very specific requirements; 

small onions could not have a diameter of more than 7.5cm 

and beetroot tops had to be trimmed to 10cm; this was  

serious stuff!  

 

I decided to leave this complex numeracy behind and emerge 

into the fun and sun that was taking place outside. I was keen 

to talk to those who were responsible for putting all this  

together and was soon pointed towards a man in a grey cap 

who was presiding over ‘Doctor Steampunk’s patent nerve 

tester’. I was just about to enquire about his medical  

qualifications when he told me that he was really Chris 

Hodges the Show Manager whose team from the Long  

Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society are responsible 

for the behind the scenes work that makes it all possible.  

                                                                                          

Chris mentioned that there are only ten members of the  

society and for various reasons only six could help this year. 

But the extraordinary time and effort they have put into  

setting up, running and – particularly - clearing up afterwards 

– should be recognized and appreciated by all. 

 

The children’s games were a delight to watch with the sack 

and three legged races being the highlight – for amusement 

rather than athletic ability. One unforgettable moment was 

the mother who decided that the best way of helping her 

daughter in the sack race was to get in the sack with her, with 

less than successful results! There was also the brother so 

determined to win the three legged race that his little sister 

was pulled along behind as he threw himself over the finish 

line. 

 

I had to drag myself away from this hilarious entertainment 

to return to the Village Hall for the speeches and presenta-

tions. Here we learnt that we had a celebrity in attendance 

and that his presence explained the magnificent entry to the 

five large onions competition, which put everyone else’s 

smaller entries to shame. We were told that John Branham 

had not only been exhibiting at Long Marston Show for fifty 

years but he had also taken part in the National Vegetable 

Championships. How could ordinary mortals compete with 

that? The answer was provided by Alan Winfield. He pushed 

the mighty Branham into second place with his impressive 

entry in the three beetroot category. 

 

As I drove home, I was pleased to have seen, for the first 

time, that the Village Show is more than the competitions in 

gardening, baking and art. It is an afternoon that has  

something for everyone and brings the community together. I 

will appreciate it more in future. 

 

This positive mood lasted right until I got home to find my 

other half complaining that, though she had obtained both a 

first and second place in other categories, she had been 

robbed of the Victoria Sponge Cake prize. My explanation 

that the show is much more than a cake competition did not 

seem to convince! 

Long Marston Village Show .........continued from page 1 

AS I promised in the July issue an Index of advertisers has 
been added to the web version to make it easier to locate 
adverts  when using  small screen devices. The index has 
been added as an extra  page to the end of Magazine ie 
page 29 so as not interfere with the page numbering. 
  
This is work in progress and the aim is to further automate 
the procedure so the index could easily be incorporated in 
the Magazine.   
 

Making your Magazine work for you              by Colin Moore  

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

                Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

                Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

                Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Summer Delight 
 

What better way to spend a beautiful summer evening than 

attending the TRPC meeting in Wilstone Village Hall? The 

councilors were in a sunny mood, with one even wearing 

shorts for the occasion. One can only admire the dedication 

that makes them prepared to give their time each month, par-

ticularly when the sun is shining. 

 

Post Box Magic 
 

The meeting opened with a fascinating update on the saga of 

the Gubblecote post box. Apparently there have been forlorn 

attempts to contact an ‘invisible man’ at Royal Mail and the 

post box itself has now disappeared. This saga is ongoing and, 

unless someone waves a wand, could clearly last for some 

time. 

 

Football and the Long Marston Super 

Weeds 
 

Gareth Southgate never has this kind of problem! The site 

meeting to discuss the impact of weeds on the quality of foot-

ball has taken place and the outcome was an agreement that 

the pitch requires reseeding. This broadened out the discussion 

to cover the recent agreement between TRPC and LMFC and 

the need for it to be reviewed at the end of June in the light of 

experience so far.  
 

There was a discussion on whether or not any proposals for 

change should be agreed by the Council before negotiations 

take place or approved afterwards. This quandary seemed to 

have a strong resemblance to the cabinet’s ongoing discus-

sions around Brexit. It was confirmed that the proposals for 

change could include confirmation of LMFC’s responsibilities 

and a change to financial arrangements, if this proves neces-

sary to ensure that the deal is cost neutral. 

 

The Joy of GDPR 
 

The Clerk to the Council had previously circulated some excit-

ing papers on GDPR, IDPR and Declaration of Privacy, in line 

with recently introduced regulations. It was clear that every 

council member had meticulously studied, absorbed and en-

joyed their reading to such an extent that no questions were 

necessary. Councillor Lovis suggested that there might be a 

shortened version more relevant to TRPC but agreed that this 

was less important when offered the opportunity to carry out 

the changes himself.  
 

GDPR also requires the shredding of documents and it was 

agreed that a shredder should be purchased, jointly funded and 

shared with Aldbury. The Chairman suggested that it should 

be a cross shredder as pieces from a downward shredder could 

be put back together. Visions of members of Long Marston 

Football Club piecing together the council’s shredded docu-

ments came to mind! 

 

 

Moving the Goalposts 
 

A report from the Royal Society for the Prevention of Acci-

dents has produced a list of potential dangers that need to be 

addressed. Early in the discussion Councilor Chalmers advo-

cated moving the goalposts and we all assumed that he was 

pushing for a fundamental change in strategy. Instead he really 

was talking about moving actual goalposts - on Wilstone Rec-

reation Ground. This was one of the many small jobs that 

needed to be carried out and nearly all had the same solution – 

give it to Shaun. Further details of Shaun were not provided 

but he obviously has the Council’s confidence. 

 

Mayoral Visit 
 

There was an exciting announcement that the Mayor of 

Dacorum is to visit the parish so everyone should be preparing 

their flags and bunting. Of all the wonderful places that she 

could visit, only one specific requirement has been requested; 

a visit to the gin distillery at  Mead Farm. We are hoping that 

the Mayor will enter into the spirit of the occasion and that her 

schedule will not be too tight. 

 

The Poo Bag Story (cont.) 
 

The council’s determination to fully air the topic of doggy poo 

bags was once again evident. Apparently the sum of £332 was 

recently spent on a purchase of over 3000 bags for residents of 

Wilstone (or rather their dogs) to use and about 1600 are still 

in stock. It was argued that this supply makes no difference to 

the amount of fouling and it was thus suggested that bags are 

no longer supplied. There then followed a fascinating discus-

sion of the need to monitor the impact of this decision and 

ways of measuring poo bag use. It was pointed out that people 

are unlikely to complain because they would be admitting that 

they would rather cause a mess than pay for their own bags 

(which are on sale at the village shop). 

 

Planning Puzzle 
 

Surprise was expressed that the planning application for a 

Business Park on Marsworth Airfield has not been turned 

down by Dacorum but has instead been delayed to future 

meetings. It was agreed that the proposal would cause an un-

acceptable traffic load on Lukes Lane.  

 

Emergency Meeting 
 

There will be no meeting in August unless urgent business 

requires a quick decision, in which case a quorum will be as-

sembled and a meeting held on the originally planned date 

(August 1st) 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Gill Craze 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle   01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft       email:tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

 have a vacancy for the post of 

Secretary 
 The post is voluntary and responsibilities include: preparing 

Agendas, attending meetings and taking Minutes. Can you 

spare a few hours a month to take on this interesting role? 

 

For more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com 

Wilstone Fun and Games event, 2018 

The results! 
The revenues for this event were, in round terms, 

£6,900 with profits of £3,700. This compares well 

with previous fetes, and costs were lower at £3,100 

this year versus £5,300 in 2016. 
 

So the fete committee are very pleased with the 

results, and would like to offer some special thanks 

to the newly formed sports committee who devised 

the games, produced them and personally financed 

them. Also to Meads Farm who donated the bur-

gers and loaned us their tractor. 
 

The proceeds of the Dog Show, which was bigger 

than ever this year, is being donated to Chiltern 

Dog Rescue who judged the event. It amounts to 

£202. 
 

Thank you so much to all who enabled this 

event to be so rewarding. 
 

Jill and Peter Walker  

 

 

 

 

 

Dog  Poo  Bags 
 

Once the current stocks have been 

used, Tring Rural Parish Council 

will no longer provide dog poo bags. 
 

Please continue to pick up your dog 

poo using your own bags and dis-

pose of in the bins provided. 

Thank you 
 

Tring Rural Parish Council  
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Wilstone allotment association                                  by Chris Owen 
  

Our first year on having an allotment in Wilstone 
MY desire for an allotment dates back several decades 

to when I was lucky enough to be working in the Natural 

History Museum in South Kensington where the route to 

my office took me through the Insect Gallery. One exhibit 

displayed British insects, the backdrop to which was a 

painting of a classic countryside allotment scene with the 

gardener making his way back to the isolated cottage 

having just lit a bonfire, the grey smoke drifting into the 

glowering evening sky. This image struck a chord with 

me – I thought I’d like to do that one day and now, some 

forty years later, I have, thanks to the efficiency of the 

allotment association’s communication network. Having 

moved into Wilstone a week or so earlier, I was in the 

community shop and mentioned that I’d like an allotment 

if one was available and within days I got a call from a 

member of the association  

saying that one had become free if I’d still like it –  

needless to say, I snapped it up. So have my dreams 

been realised? 
 

I was fortunate that the allotment we took over,  

although somewhat overgrown, had an excellent basic 

structure and comprised raised vegetable plots, flower 

beds and netted fruit cages linked by meandering grass 

pathways. So, after some less than judicious pruning, 

lots of weeding and mowing, the allotment looked fairly 

presentable – nowhere near the standard of most of the 

others on the plot, of course, but good enough for us.  

Fresh planting began last autumn and we now have 

rather a lot of garlic bulbs and red onions but they’ll 

keep, I hope. Home-grown produce tastes so much bet-

ter than shop bought and spring onions are no excep-

tion. The star of the crops, however, has been the as-

paragus which fortunately came into its third year of 

growth in the spring. We made sure the previous owner 

had some spears. The strawberries and raspberries 

have been plentiful and delicious, as have the other 

fruits. And we should have enough potatoes and leeks to 

keep us going through the autumn. 
 

But having an allotment isn’t just all about filling the lar-

der or freezer – highly beneficial and satisfying though 

that is. Apart from the opportunities for exercise and to 

stretch the muscles in the fresh air, allotments are 

places where some owners like to entertain friends and 

neighbours on a warm summer’s evening in a  

tranquil and secluded spot (Luton airport notwithstand-

ing). Others take their young children where they can run 

around and ‘help’ their parents tend their plots. But for 

me, they are places away from human habitation where 

you can create an environment that attracts many spe-

cies of wildlife to live and breed – particularly insects 

such as butterflies and bees that fertilise the flowers, 

birds such as blackbirds that steal your berries and 

pesky pigeons that wait patiently on the telegraph wires 

to swoop down once you’ve left and strip your cabbages 

to the core. Then there’s the mammals, of course – 

squirrels, mice, rabbits and rats – all of which are a nui-

sance but, despite these setbacks, perhaps it’s simply 

the close proximity to nature that an allotment affords 

that made the picture in the Insect Gallery so appealing, 

although I haven’t yet had an opportunity to light a bon-

fire.  
 

*For convenience, I have written this mainly in the  

singular but, of course, I share the allotment with my 

wife, Rita (she does pick and eat the fruit after all). 

WI News                                                                                                                              by Maggy Winship 

JULY was our Birthday Party Meeting and as usual we 

had a wonderful display of party food, all produced by 

our members. We welcomed twelve visitors, many from 

other local WIs. We had asked people to bring along any 

old photographs they might have of the village in days 

gone by, and it was fascinating to see how the village 

has changed in the past one hundred years. There were 

also school magazines dating from the war years, and a 

very interesting book of newspaper  

cuttings from the 1940s, all featuring Long Marston in 

some way. 
 

Also in July one of our group arranged a trip for  

members and their families to the Trenchard Museum at 

RAF Halton. We were given a talk by the Curator about 

the history of Halton, which was the birthplace of the 

RAF. We were then allowed time to look at the  

exhibits and even sit in an old training aeroplane.  

However, for some, the best was kept until last as we 

were invited to try our hand on the flight simulator, where 

we could take off and land at Halton airfield. Luckily 

there was only one crash landing! 
 

Our August meeting was the Committee's favourite, 

when the members organise a surprise evening for us. 

This  year we had a wonderful evening learning all about 

Nordic Walking, which besides being a lot of fun is excel-

lent exercise. At one point we were walking in circles 

inside the hall with the aid of walking poles! 

In September we are holding a mini-nomics competition, 

and going on a trip to Tiggywinkles Wildlife  

Hospital 
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Suppo

Village cottage for rent 
January to May 2019 

Situated in the heart of Wilstone close to the Half Moon 

pub, this fully furnished two bedroomed  

(one bedroom+office) end terrace cottage is available 

for short term rent from mid-January 2019 until mid-

May. It has a sitting room and modern kitchen diner, 

leading to the private garden. There is a wood burner in 

the kitchen, an open fire in the sitting room,and full 

central heating. 20mg broadband is available. 

Call Peter Walker on 01442 827891 for more 

information. 

St Cross—where is the money going?                                     by Alison Cockerill 

FUND raising is a global phenomenon; it reaches all corners 

of the earth for numerous good causes. National and interna-

tional charities send their supporters regular updates, telling 

them where their money is being spent. At the other end of the 

scale, the Friends of St. Cross endeavour to do the same. We 

issue a twice yearly newsletter, informing people of news 

from the village, fundraising events, and plans for the future. 

Many people are very generous in their support of St. Cross, in 

both practical and financial ways, and we like them to know 

their actions have a tangible outcome. 

 

Being a very small church, fundraising options are slightly 

limited, but the end of July Strawberry Tea is now an annual 

fixture in the calendar. This year we chose the only wet day in 

weeks of unbroken sunshine but that didn’t deter visitors, who 

came from across the parish to squeeze into St. Cross and en-

joy a selection of sandwiches, cakes, scones and strawberries 

and cream. It was a bit of a tight fit because we were joined by 

a group of walkers from the Hertfordshire Health Walks 

scheme. Quite how they reconciled a cream tea with a health 

walk nobody could really fathom, but we were really pleased 

to include them, and understand they are planning to come 

next year! 

St.Cross, like all churches, constantly needs money spending 

on it, but our major issue revolves around how to replace the 

decking at the entrance to the building. The decking is now 

twenty years old and is fast approaching the end of its life. 

Various options have been considered but everyone is in 

agreement that whatever type of replacement is chosen, it 

must have very long-term sustainability, ie one hundred years 

not twenty. This project will cost a lot of money but we feel 

there is an obligation to the future of the church and those who 

will worship there to get this right. 

 

The money raised at the Strawberry Tea will be added to the 

fund, which is slowly accumulating for rebuilding the entrance 

to the church. A big thank you to everyone who joined us on 

July 29th, we really enjoyed welcoming you to St. Cross, and 

are very grateful for the generous support extended during the 

afternoon, which raised just over £400. We have promised the 

Hertfordshire Health Walkers there will be another Tea next 

year, on the last Sunday in July, so we very much hope that 

you and they will join us again for more tea and cakes, and 

maybe even sunshine! 

 

No 123 moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

.                                       Solution on page 20 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com 

 
Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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FOR once, all the meteorological punters were in complete 

agreement. Having used every prediction technique and 

consulted every cunning device, from seaweed to super 

computer, the forecasters’ prognostications were universally 

adamant that June would be the coldest, wettest and bleakest 

“Since Records Began”. There was, apparently, absolutely no 

possibility of error. So when June did arrive, with blue skies 

unbroken by the slightest hint of cumulus, cirrus, nimbostratus 

or any other cloudy object, and the heat hammered down from 

the lapis lazuli heavens, no one was in the least bit surprised. 

Indeed, Old Siegfried maintained, despite having said nothing 

of the sort, that he had clearly and publicly foreseen a heat 

wave this summer as far back as Easter. As might have been 

expected, everyone, of  

whatever youth or vintage, recalled nostalgically that this was 

exactly what summers used to be like, when they were 

children – the skies always blue, the sun always shining, and 

any rain with the impertinence to fall conveniently  

restricted itself to the night time. Equally predictably, after a 

scarce few days of the initially very welcome balmy weather, 

everyone started to grumble and agree that really, it was too 

much. 
 

Siegfried soon started to complain about the effect of the hot 

sunshine on his plants, and sharply criticised the  

authorities who had seen fit to have some elder trees cut down 

and thereby deny Siegfried’s patch some currently much 

needed shade. He conveniently forgot that his was the most 

insistent and strident voice amongst those calling for the 

removal of said trees because they were stopping the sunshine 

reaching his precious allotment. He could do little about this, 

but his remedy for his own personal over-heating was 

effective, if decidedly unconventional, and caused unforeseen 

side effects. He removed his piles of ancient and disreputable 

hessian sacks from his shed, and having given them a good 

soaking in cold water, he draped them about his partly 

disrobed figure, and took his ease in his rickety deck chair.  

Thomas Crab, of course, always had a large stock of his 

notorious homemade cider to fall back on for refreshment. The 

difficulty was that, so strong and potent was his brew, falling 

back – or forwards, or to either side for that matter – was the 

inevitable result of imbibing any more than a very small 

quantity; certainly nowhere near enough to combat the 

debilitating heat. Thomas therefore tried mixing his brew with 

other, non-alcoholic drinks. The addition of  

lemonade created a sort of over-sweet, insipid beverage, and 

while ginger beer produced a much better result, it did, 

regrettably, give him wind. In the end, he found that Indian 

tonic water added to his cider in equal measure produced a 

very satisfactory and refreshing drink, and he comforted 

himself with the thought that the presence of Quinine in the 

cocktail would be an added advantage, should the hot weather 

encourage mosquitoes. 
 

Word soon got around the village that the ever resourceful and 

helpful Alice Ball had created a quantity of special ice lollies, 

and people were eager to try them. However, when it was 

discovered that special actually meant that they were made 

with her Celebrated Brussel Sprout Relish, interest slackened 

off remarkably. Meanwhile, Prunella Lympe had instructed 

her husband to order a top-of-the-range inflatable swimming 

pool (with water slide) for their garden, and she had also 

bought herself a stunning gold lame swim suit with matching 

sandals and sombrero. News of this new facility spread 

quickly, and when Prunella stepped out, in co-ordinated glory, 

she found virtually every child in the village (and a good 

number of their friends too) already enjoying the cool water. 

Some of the noisy urchins were actually naked. Prunella made 

an odd squawking gurgle in her throat and retired hastily back 

inside the house.  
 

The Half Head pub was, naturally, doing brisk trade as a 

consequence of the thirsty weather, but even here all was not 

well. The lager was ice cold and refreshing, but not everyone 

was a lager drinker. Almost the opposite, in fact. Most of the 

regular customers – men and women – much preferred their 

pint of Proper British Beer; indeed most would not 

countenance an alternative under any  

circumstances. So, to try and please everybody, Rupert, the  

landlord of the Half Head, jury-rigged a clever system which 

fed the best bitter through a cooler. The result was a bit odd. It 

was lovely and cold, certainly, but the chill had caused a sugar 

haze so the beer was slightly cloudy, and at the inappropriately 

low temperature at which the beer was served, it had lost all its 

flavour. Some customers called it “Making Love in a Punt”, 

which soubriquet the vicar did not understand. No one was 

inclined to explain. 
 

Rodney Shoemaker always tried to make the best of any 

situation, in a pecuniary sense, that is. The heat wave was no 

exception. He was a keen scrutiniser of the weekly  

Extort & Mark, always on the look-out for a bargain and a 

chance to make a few bob. He was perusing the pages of this 

informative publication, over a pint of the previously 

mentioned cold beer, when his eye was caught by a small 

advertisement for a job-lot of Russian army surplus air 

conditioning units. He immediately saw the potential, and rang 

the number straight away, hoping that no one else had beaten 

him to it. They hadn’t, and his disgracefully low offer was 

accepted without argument. He completed his arrangements, 

finished his pint, and went off in search of a trailer.  

 

Next day, Rodney collected and paid for the rather unusual-

looking air conditioning units. They were unexpectedly 

camouflaged in green and brown paint, and seemed to have an 

extravagant number of large rivets in their robust  

construction. But the price was right, and Rodney gleefully 

calculated his expected profit several times on the way back to 

Longub Puttastone. He was nearing the village when he 

became aware of a build-up of ominous looking black clouds, 

scudding determinedly towards him. The trees by the roadside 

were suddenly threshed by a twisting wind, and as he pulled 

up in front of the Half Head, a burst of rain swept over the 

village. He got out of his pick-up, and was met by an icy blast 

full of rain, like bullets. He stood,  

miserably, glaring at the air conditioning units. Then he gave 

the wheel of the trailer a vicious kick, and slouched 

disconsolately off into the pub.  

 

The heat wave was over. 

Pest Control..........A Story of Longub Puttastone                      by Martin Winship 



 

Village News 

Page 14 September 2018 

 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

BEDS & HERTS SPONSORED BIKE ‘N’ HIKE  
 

Saturday, 8th September, 2018 
 

Please come and cycle (or hike) for St.Mary’s.  50% of your sponsorship to BHHCT and 50% to 
St.Mary’s.  Cecilia Hall will be open for refreshments throughout the day from 10 am. to 6 pm. For 
all cyclists. Please support your local church. Sponsorship forms available from Christine:  
07514 548289 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

St. Mary’s Church – HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Sunday, 23rd September – 3.30 p.m. 

 
Harvest Evensong with musical interludes by our new resident musicians  Emeritus Brass.  
Also the dedication of a brass plaque to Joan Newman.  The service will be followed by a 

Harvest Tea in church. 
Church harvest decorating will take place on Saturday, 22

nd
 September from 10 a.m. 

Please join us with the fun activity. Any contributions of fruit, vegetables, flowers, green-
ery etc., will be very much appreciated.  All produce is donated to St.Francis Hospice. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JUMBLE  SALE 

SATURDAY, 29
th

 SEPTEMBER – 2 P.M. 
 

All jumble may be left in the porch at Cecilia Hall (NO VIDEOS, please).  If you are able to 
leave this until the week prior to the sale, it would be a great help. 
We welcome anything that will fit inside a car.Offers of help for sorting and at the sale 
would be much appreciated.  Contact: Christine 07514 548289 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Puttenham Trust 

OCTOBER SUPPER  
7 p.m. – SATURDAY, 6th OCTOBER 

 
We shall have some after-dinner musical entertainment by Emeritus Brass. 

Book your seats through Christine: 07514 548289 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Cecilia Tea Rooms 
Friday, 12th October – 3 p.m.-5 p.m.  £4.50 per head 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 

boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accommo-
dation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given to 

your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 
01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Bombshell from Booker  
In March this year, our wholesale supplier, Booker, dropped a 

bombshell. They announced that their retail customers (including 

Wilstone Community Shop) would have to place a minimum 

order of £1000 per delivery with immediate effect, else we would 

have no option but to collect from their store in Watford.  On 

investigation, it appeared that this minimum spend did not apply 

to their catering customers, including our local pub, the Half 

Moon, 100 yards down the road, who could still benefit from the 

£100 minimum spend that we had previously utilised. 

 It seems a huge coincidence that this new trading  rule 

was introduced just four months after Booker was acquired by 

Tesco.  At the time, Charles Wilson, the then CEO of Bookers 

claimed that the takeover would bring ‘major benefits to...our 

customers’.  Our experience has been quite the reverse. 

 As soon as we were informed of the new regime our Shop manager, Ali, invited the Booker Area 

Manager to come out to visit our store, to see for himself that we are a community not-for-profit store, who 

would struggle to meet their demands.  We also pointed out the proximity of the pub, and the fact that a Booker 

delivery driver would be literally coming past our front door.  This seemed to make no impact. He did agree that 

we could order the minimum spend every two weeks, however this has meant a huge re-organisation of the shop 

to accommodate the additional stock and it also means that we are not able to respond quickly if items sell out.  

You may have noticed some empty shelves.  There is, of course, no guarantee that this arrangement will 

continue to be honoured. 

The Management Committee have now written to the Chief Executive of Tesco to make him aware of the 

situation and to seek his assurances that Tesco's ownership of Booker will not further impact upon small stores 

‘Delight customers with better availability’  

- really?! 

A taste of Sweden 
Sweden, the home of Abba and Ikea is now the 
producer of a new range of non-alcoholic drinks with a 
chilli-infused kick called ‘Caliente’.  We are delighted to 
be stocking three flavours for you to try; blueberry, 
lemongrass, chilli, plum, rosemary chilli and ginger 
lime chilli.  Best served like a long drink with ice, these 
drinks provide a tasty non-alcoholic drink for grown-
ups.  I tried the ginger-lime version, probably has the 
strongest kick of the three—and I thoroughly enjoyed it! A family enjoying outdoor seating and cupcakes at our  

Alzheimer’s event in June. 
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  From the Vicarage                                 by Rev’d Didier Jaquet  

It’s not a particularly original slogan. It is plastered all 

over a bridge on the M25 for some unfathomable reason 

and  I seem to recall it being part of a joke on The Harry 

Enfield Show. Anyway it also happens to be the title of 

the Bishop of St Alban’s Annual Harvest Appeal, which 

the Tring Team is supporting. Each year the Bishop 

chooses a charity appeal which he encourages all of the 

parishes in the Diocese (which broadly covers the coun-

ties of Hertford and Bedford) to also help through their 

giving at harvest. 
 

Our Harvest Festivals celebrate the gathering in of the 

harvest and give thanks to God for the gift of creation. 

We pray for our own local farming communities. We also 

think of those who are not so fortunate as ourselves and 

we share with them the bounty of the harvest: it should 

be a bit more than that ageing tin of vegetable/fruit which 

I used to fish out from the cupboard when I was younger. 

For many of us it won’t be something we have grown or 

harvested ourselves but that doesn’t mean that what we 

have earned through our labours – whatever they might 

be – may not also form part of the harvest gift. 
 

Give Peas a Chance is an appeal to help the farming 

communities in southern Malawi. Because of changing 

climates and weather patterns, these farmers and their 

families have experienced severe hardship. This is 

where the ‘pea’ comes in. There is a crop called the Pi-

geon Pea which, miraculously, is commercially valuable 

and is also drought resistant. More than that it puts nitro-

gen in the soil and its leaves can be used for rich mulch 

and to feed livestock. 
 

It is a transforming crop. Pigeon Peas have given hope 

to those malnourished and impoverished by previous 

harvest failures. So please help us support this appeal 

by giving generously. Christian Aid says that £10.00 

buys a 5kg bag of seeds which is enough to sow more 

than an acre; whereas £50.00 means farmers can buy 

sufficient seed, fertilisers and tools for a family to turn a 

decent profit from their crop. Our gifts can truly make a 

difference. 
 

Giving is easy to do: come along to any of our Harvest 

Festivals in the Tring Team and donate there or you can 

do it online by visiting  

https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?

ApproachCode=A031377  
 

And if you can, please gift aid it. 
 

(Details of the Harvest Festival services are on page 5) 

 

Have you any apples in your 

garden? 

We can juice and pasteurise 

them for you from £1.60 per 

bottle. 

1 year shelf life. 

For further information 

contact Nigel 

Tel: 01442 825110 

Mob: 07950809851 

THE APPLE WORKSHOP 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 

 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com 

 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 
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 Letters to the editor ... 
From Elizabeth Waters 

 

To the community of Long Marston, Puttenham and 

Wilstone: 

 

My father, Henry Meredith Newman, died in 2003. While 

clearing out his effects, I became interested in 2 letters 

my father had kept, written by his Uncle Edwin Warwick, 

sent from long Marston Vicarage in 1968 and 1969. 

 

Consequently, 3 years later, my husband and I visited 

the area and Mr. Munday, then Churchwarden showed 

us around ALL Saints Church, Long Marston. I was 

given a booklet of the history of the church which 

included a resume of past vicars. I was delighted to see 

a photo on page 20 of Rev F.H. Warwick (with whom 

great Uncle Edwin was staying when he wrote to my 

father). Rev F.H.Warwick and my father were cousins. I 

could see the family resemblance. 

 

Page 24 of the booklet mentions "the Little window in the 

North wall was reglazed as a memorial to Mr. Warwick's 

mother in 1968. Rev. F.H.Warwick's mother's maiden 

name was Ethel Newman. She was the sister of my 

grandfather, Gerald Meredith Newman. 

 

In 2008 we were only able to see inside ALL Saint's 

Church at Long Marston, but in our visit earlier this year, 

we were able to enter St. Cross church at Wilstone. I 

was very moved at the beautiful and practical screen 

and porch dedicated in memory of Rev. F.H.Warwick. 

We were also able to enter the Puttenham church and 

saw the new refurbishment. I took the opportunity to 

read the gravestones. I was pleasantly surprised to find 

that two memorials recorded details of 6 people with the 

surname "Newman", including Joan Newman, founder of 

the Puttenham Trust and instrumental in the construction 

of the St. Cecilia Hall. 

 

I wonder if there is a family connection between the 

Newman families commemorated in Puttenham 

churchyard and Rev. F.H.Warwick (whose mother was a 

Newman before her marriage)? I am interested in 

making a contact with descendents of the Newman 

family (maybe the children of the sister of Joan Newman 

are still in the area?). I am also interested in learning 

more about the family of Rev. F.H.Warwick. 

 

If anyone has information they are willing to share with 

me about the Newman or Warwick families, my details 

are: phone: 01732 761431; email 

alan.elizabeth@yahoo.co.uk; address: 4, Orchard Way, 

Kemsing, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. TN15 6QA. 

 

From Chris Owen, Wilstone 

 

Otters 
 

 I thought readers might like to know that, whilst  

walking the dogs along the canal path on Sunday  

morning (8 July) between Dixon's Gap and Wilstone 

bridges, I watched a family of about five or six otters 

swim across the canal, climb up onto the path and go 

through the hedge into the field where they disappeared 

from view. 

 

 According to Wikipedia, there's been a biodiversity plan 

to re-establish otters to those river and coastal habitats 

they occupied in 1960. It would appear that the plan is 

working as far as the Aylesbury Canal at  

Wilstone is concerned, although whether they were there 

nearly 60 years ago I wouldn't know. 

 

It would be interesting to know if anyone else has had 

the rare pleasure and privilege of seeing these elegant 

and playful British mammals along the canal at  

Wilstone. 

 

 

From Ivor Gregory, Astrope 

 

A Note for Dog Walkers:- 
  

Under section 1 of the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 

1953, if a dog is worrying livestock on agricultural land, 

the owner (or person in charge of the dog if not the 

owner) is guilty of a criminal offence and can face a 

penalty of up to £1,000. 

“Worrying”, as defined in the Act, does not just include 

attacking livestock but also chasing them in a way that 

may cause injury, suffering, abortion or loss of 

produce.  It also includes being at large (not on a lead or 

otherwise under close control) in a field or enclosure in 

which there are livestock. 

 

No 123 solution  

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

 
   

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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William Cameron and the team at Bakers’ Dozen, are 

celebrating their first year in business at the artisan 

bakery at Mead’s Farm in Wilstone.  
 

William has a passion for proper bread making, and in 

particular for bread produced in the traditional French 

way, which is a time consuming and labour-intensive 

process, and requires much skill and high quality 

ingredients. To achieve this the baker, who holds a 

Boulangerie Diploma (France is one of the few countries 

that drive higher bread making standards through 

qualification) works tirelessly every night. 
 

So, what is so special about William’s bread, given that it 

does not keep as long as mass produced bread does, 

and that it is more expensive? Mass produced bread 

keeps longer because of the additives, enzymes and 

preservatives, in the mix. That is not to say that the 

additives are doing you any harm, but to me it does not 

seem healthy that some breads are still apparently 

edible even after weeks. In the UK we have been used 

to consuming bread made in the modern commercial 

process used in large bakeries is known as the 

Chorleywood Bread Process (CBP) which was 

developed in 1961 at, not surprisingly, Chorleywood. 

CBP uses mechanical energy in the form of high speed 

mixing to develop the dough for proving and baking. It is 

essentially a rapid form of kneading helping to develop 

the gluten structure within the dough (this means that the 

lengthy bulk fermentation of traditional processes is not 

needed), speeding up the entire process and making it 

cheaper. To achieve this, a flour treatment agent 

(ascorbic acid) and a little fat or emulsifier need to be 

added; these are usually combined in a bread prover.  

                                                                                            

William’s bread, like most French bread, solely 

comprises specific flour from French mills, salt, yeast 

and water with nothing else added, except 

craftsmanship. William says “the best ingredients, mixed 

by skilled hands, and kept at the right temperate, are the 

only way to make the best bread”. 
 

Why use French flour when we have an abundance of 

wheat in the UK? William says “Fact is, the UK has a 

deficit of flour and has to import millions of metric tons 

from North America, Canada, Kazakhstan including 

100,000 tonnes from the EU to make up for the quality 

and quantity required for our regular bread.” 

Consequently, most UK flour comes from mills of 

variable quality according to the source, without many 

regulatory standards. French farmers adhere to highly 

specific standards of flour, all precisely identified on 

each bag. The importance of this is so that the bakers 

know exactly where the flour has come from, and what 

the recipe for the bread should be used with according to 

that standard, thereby reducing waste and providing a 

consistent standard. French flour mills use more 

traditional milling methods than larger industrial mills, 

resulting in a better quality product” 

 

The process for making bread at Bakers’ Dozen is 

labour intensive and time consuming; the bakers start 

work on, say, a Friday night from about 8pm and finish 

around 4am, mixing the dough in a special machine 

which, through its spiral mixer design and large turning 

bowl, ensures an even temperature throughout the mix. 

The amount of dough mixed daily is governed by a 

clever piece of software which details exactly what 

ingredients, in what quantity, are required for each 

customer’s order. The dough mix is then poured into 

Flour Power 
A story of the new bakery rising in Wilstone                                               by Peter Walker 

William Cameron with the raw French ingredient 

The finished article 

                                                    (continued on the next page)     
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special trays which have absolutely flat bases and 

curved corners and sides, which ensures the temperate 

is evenly spread and that no bacteria can hide in 

corners. (The launch of Bakers Dozen was delayed by 

several weeks as these trays, very hard to find had to 

be imported from the US, were held by Customs and 

Excise, who impounded them  they investigated the 

composition of the trays). 

  

The mix made on the Friday is stored in a walk-in fridge 

to ferment and is not ready for proving until the next 

day, where it is baked for consumption on Sunday. So 

on Monday night, the Wednesday dough is mixed, and 

the dough that was made previously on Sunday is 

shaped and baked. Finally, before baking the dough, it 

is cut across the top with a razor blade to create the 

distinctive style of French bread and then slid into a 

bank of ovens at 250 degrees, which bakes the bread 

with a steam injection system forming the crust and 

gives the bread its distinctive colour. It then has to cool 

before it can be sent out for delivery. 

 

Hopefully this description of the process goes some 

way to understand why, because of their high quality 

ingredients and labour intensive processes, these 

products are more expensive than you would pay in the 

supermarkets. 

 

William produces a traditional white loaf, a Pain de 

Campagne, baguettes, as well as wholemeal and white 

tins. Sourdough is not a specific product description in 

the UK, and is recognised in France as pain au levain. 

It is bread made from a live culture comprising naturally 

occurring yeast, which sounds a lot healthier for you. 

For more information about sourdough bread and 

gluten intolerance, go to https://www.theguardian.com/

lifeandstyle/2014/aug/12/rise-sourdough-bread-slow-

fermented-health-benefits 

 

In addition, William is now increasing the product range 

with croissant and pain au chocolat made with Tourage 

butter which is only produced in Charentes Poitou 

region of France because of the traditional butter 

churning techniques dating back from 1884. He will 

soon be producing other patisserie. 

 

And what of the future for Bakers’ Dozen? William will 

shortly be taking over an adjacent building to add 

storage and more room for preparation, in anticipation 

of adding new retail customers to his small but healthy 

customer base, and to enable a move to a seven day a 

week business. Additionally he plans to set up bakery 

lessons for all who are interested in learning about the 

art. 

 

Start-up businesses are notoriously difficult to make 

work, but William is on plan. It has not been without 

setbacks, but such is life in a start-up business. William 

is particularly grateful to Simon and Jenny Mead for the 

help and encouragement that they provided, enabling 

William to get his business off the ground. 

 

Bakers’ Dozen bread and pastries are available at 

Meads Farm shop from Tuesday till Sunday. 

 

(The general explanation of bakers’ dozen was that in 

the mid-13
th
 century, under the Assize of Bread and Ale 

the penalty for selling underweight loaves was 

draconian, so bakers unwilling to take the risk of 

cheating customers added a free loaf for every twelve 

ordered. Sadly, there is not a brewers’ dozen). 

 

Technical information supplied by William Cameron. 

Aylesbury Sailing Club 
World Challenge and Guinness world record attempt                by Diane Armson 

SAILING on the Weston Turville reservoir can be a seri-
ous challenge in windy conditions as the gusts swirl 
around the trees in a way only regular sailors can antici-
pate but when there is a light wind and bright sunshine, 
which we have seen quite a lot of this year, sailors dis-
cover how well they really are trimming and setting their 
sails.  This is when most of us learn how to sail properly.  
 
Getting your certificates and learning to sail is stage one 
but, like driving a car, once you have passed your test 
you really start to learn how to drive and sailing is no 
different. Our club encourages everyone, young and old, 
experienced and newly qualified sailors, to get on the 
water to build up confidence and skills. 
  
One annual event our club encourages maximum partici-
pation in is Bart's Bash, a world challenge, where every 
participant gets a world ranking.  Bart's Bash was started 

in 2015 in memory of Andrew Simpson, a British double 
Olympic medalist who tragically lost his life while training 
for the Americas cup in 2015.  
 
This year the event is taking place on Saturday 15th 
September. This is a charity event and clubs are being 
encouraged to raise money for local good causes. Ayles-
bury Sailing Club will raise money for the Cancer Care 
and Haematology Unit in Aylesbury. We hope at least 30 
boats will participate on the lake and therefore will be 
competing on the world stage with professional and 
Olympic sailors. This year the race organisers are at-
tempting to gain a Guinness world record for the number 
of participants. 
 
If you would like to know more about Aylesbury Sailing 
Club visit www.aylesburysailingclub.org.uk 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Unique reclaimed wood furniture 
We provide clients with unique up-cycled furniture 

- Coffee tables 

- Bedside tables 

- Side tables 

-T.V. units 

- Chests 

And much more! 
 

Web: www.cswjoinery.com 

Email: c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com 

Tel: 07718088212 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 
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Highways working party —  progress report 2                                by Nigel Fox 

SINCE the last update, members of the Working Party 
have continued collecting traffic and road data; data 
which we believe will strengthen our case for traffic 
amelioration measures with the District and County 
Councils.  Having completed five morning and evening 
lorry/van surveys in Long Marston we will be carrying out 
similar two-day surveys in Wilstone and Puttenham in 
September.  In respect of results for Long Marston you 
won’t be surprised to learn that in over 20 hours of 
recording we saw a significant number of heavy lorries 
which we believe are both too heavy and wide for the 
local roads and bridges. 
 

We are also conducting a review of signage on all key 
roads in the Parish, including the road through Little 
Tring, to identify signs that are obsolete, misplaced, in 
need of renewal, contributing to excessive speed or 
contributing to traffic problems by their absence.  You 
may have noticed a number of signs featuring a lorry in 
the Parish and be surprised to learn that these denote a 
lorry designated route through Long Marston.  Whilst we 
have been told, unofficially, that this designation may 
have been withdrawn the signs clearly encourage heavy 
vehicles through the village.  We are actively seeking 
clarification of the status of these signs. 
 

In addition to our surveys on lorries we are also  
conducting a week-long survey of the speed(s) and 
volume(v) of vehicles on 9 roads in the Parish.  These 
S&V strips are being installed by Dacorum Highways 
department and we are indebted to County Councillor 
Nick Hollinghurst who is using part of his budget to pay 
for their installation.  Obviously the date for these strips 

to be put in place will be after the school holidays,  
probably in October or November.  Data from this  
survey should assist the Working Party frame their  
recommendations for reducing the impact of traffic on 
residents. 
 

The bridges over canals within the Parish are clearly 
vital for the flow of traffic and work  to establish the 
weight-limit of these bridges is being carried out.  In view 
of the point earlier about the weight of some of the 
lorries we observed passing through the Parish this is 
critically important. If those bridges fail, owing to 
excessive tonnage passing over them, then traffic flow 
will be seriously impaired.  In this regard we would 
welcome any information residents may have on the 
bridge at Dixons Gap where the permissible weight-limit 
seems unclear.  In addition we would welcome photos of 
large lorries crossing bridges in the Parish.  Sometimes 
a photo highlights a problem in a way words fail to. 
 

Members of the Working Party would like to thank  
residents for their positive response to the first update.  
Pictures have been flooding in of huge lorries causing 
log-jams on our roads, which are clearly too narrow for 
these vehicles to negotiate, along with registrations of 
lorries that obviously come from the airfield in 
Cheddington Lane.  Perhaps the most heartening aspect 
of the response has been the many supportive 
comments that members of the Working Party have 
received; these kind words do much to sustain our 
determination to reduce the threat to our well-being that 
traffic poses. 
 

And so it begins..... again!                                                                         by Sally Smith 

I ALWAYS think of September as a new year. Obviously 

it isn’t filled with fireworks and frivolities, but rather with 
apprehension and shiny shoes! 
 

For those involved with education, whether their own or 

that of their children, September means the start of the 
new academic year with new teachers, classrooms and 

timetables. Social media will be filled with images of 

smiling children dressed smartly in their new uniforms, 

ready for the first day . Strangely, there are far fewer 
photos of day 2 - probably because the excitement has 

dissipated as the reality that summer is over and the 

alarm clock will be ringing every weekday sinks in.  
 

For those who have been at work for the entire summer, 

there may be the hope of an autumn break to look 

forward to, or possibly the realisation that a career 
change is definitely due and that steps must be taken to 

effect that move. It’s a documented fact that more 

people change jobs in January and September than at 

any other time of year. 
 

September also brings the autumn equinox, marking the 

beginning of autumn. The nights are starting earlier and 

flip-flops are, usually, worn less frequently. Fashion 
magazines entice readers to ‘drop a dress size for ...’ 

and home improvement magazines seem  

obsessed with wood burners. 
 

Most changes are subtle as autumn creeps up on us - 

blackberries ripen on hedgerow and conkers fall from 

horse chestnut trees. For those with allotments the  
harvesting continues, although the extreme weather we 

have experienced this summer has brought forward 

some harvesting and led to lower yields for others. 
 

For me, September is a special month of sorting,  

decanting and preparation as I look through my stocks of 

previously made sloe gin, check on the pickles  
quietly marinating and decide what I should focus on this 

year. A great deal depends on the quality and quantity of 

the harvest, but you can rest assured the store cupboard 

will be filled at the end of it all! 
 

There is no recipe this month as I am writing this article 

from the top deck of a dive boat on the Great Barrier 

Reef, so I leave it for you to choose how to start the ‘new 
year’, but hope you will face your new challenges with 

enthusiasm set to max. 

 

Sent using modern technology 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 

PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter

 01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Lucy Bancroft     email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School   01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Mick McManus 01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you 3 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note  this is EDITORWLMP in lower case ) 

 

 

Deadline for items to go in the October  

edition is: Wednesday 19 September  

The editor will be Caroline Clist 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

  Local names and numbers 
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Lady’s Bed-Straw                                                   by Martin Winship 

IF you have walked along any of the field 

paths around our villages in the last month or 

so you have probably noticed patches of 

bright lemon-yellow flowers growing amongst 

the parched grass. These are the blooms of 

Lady’s Bedstraw, GALIUM VERUM.  

As the common name suggests, the dried 

plants were once used to stuff mattresses, 

because they smell of Coumarin (which is a 

white vanilla-scented ester) and this odour 

repels fleas. The flowers were used to make 

and colour cheeses, in particular Double 

Gloucester, which gave the plant its alterna-

tive name of Cheese Rennet. Red and yellow 

dyes can be made and in Denmark the plant 

is infused in spirits to create the Danish drink 

Blaesk. Herbalists considered the plant to be 

a remedy for Hysterical Complaints, Epilepsy 

and Inflammation of the Brain.  

A decoction was held to dissolve Stones and 

to “Promote Urine”, and to stop Internal 

Bleeding.  

An ointment made by boiling the flowers with oil and wax helped with Burns and Scalds, and Scrofulous Sores.The 

Celtic hero Cu Chulainn  often had fits of rage while in a battle, but afterwards a nice cup of Lady’s Bedstraw tea 

would calm him down a treat. 

Lady’s bedstraw in bloom 

Or to give it its full title The Heritage Park Pitstone 

Museum . 
 

I HAVE written several adverts in this publication for 

volunteers for such places as the Wilstone Community 

shop, the village hall committees, the Horti and of course 

this publication. One of the places where I actually 

volunteer is the Pitstone (farm) Museum. For those of 

you not familiar with the museum it is a wonderful 

collection of farming equipment and memorabilia plus 

many more items from the past. It is open to the public 

from April to October on the second Sunday in the 

month plus Bank holidays from 11am until 5pm. No 

traffic jams getting here! 

 

Amongst items not connected to farming are a Lancaster 

bomber cockpit, the growth of computers from the basic 

Sinclairs, a model railway, craft stalls, a small classic car 

display (bring yours and get in free) , pottery making and 

the Colin Cook collection which is an amazing collection 

of  many household items and memorabilia and artifacts 

associated with trades and professions and the social 

history  of the area. You will hear the term “My Dad had 

one of those” used frequently in this display which is 

housed in the top half of one of the large grain stores. 

You will see working farm machinery, you can have  a 

tractor ride to the mill, see a blacksmith at work in the 

forge, a steam car and visiting steam engines,  pet a few 

small farm animals plus much more. There are 

refreshments available in the small café or bring your 

own picnic, and plenty of free parking.  

Entrance is 7 pounds for adults and 2 pounds for 

children 

 

As a volunteer, I go there on a Tuesday morning with  

many other retired men and women including a dentist, 

an accountant, a school teacher, a squadron leader, a 

garage owner and a few engineers to help keep the 

place going with repairs and modifications to the 

premises and equipment. Special skills are not required. 

Others also go on a Thursday and many come just on 

the Open days if they are working during the week. If 

you are interested come along on any of these days and 

ask for Pete, the site manager. 

 

It is located in Vicarage Road opposite the village hall in 

Pitstone and accessed  by the short driveway. Postcode 

LU7 9EY. 

 

More information can be found at 

www.pitstonemuseum,co.uk   

Pitstone Museum                                                                                                               by Colin Davenport 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

Long Marston Village Show                                  (Pictures by Alan Warner and Phil Buchi) 

 

Giant onions of the mighty Branham. A beer to cool off. A superb miniature garden. 

This prize winning cake bowled everyone over. Abby’s “object” - a strange ornament from the bric-a-brac stall. 

The best CricketeersArms pub sign. Certificate of Merit well deserved. 

This dog just couldn’t stay away. 

A young customer on the “nerve  tester.” 


