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Floral profusion for Long Marston 
Show                             by our outside broadcast team 

Good news on flood prevention funding 

A NEW government initiative on flood prevention is to provide funds for a pilot project in 

Long Marston. Herts County Council has chosen this parish for the £170,000 investment to 

begin this year, and the work of the local Flood Working Party is one reason for their choice. 

Turn to page 14 for a report by Peter Myrants. 

WHATEVER the weather this 

summer, it was a great year for the 

annual horticultural exhibition which 

has always been an integral part of 

the Long Marston Show. Show 

Secretary Sally Smith said that she 

was very pleased with the large 

number of entries,  

particularly in the classes for  

flowers, vegetables and cakes. 

Visitors to the show hall were treated 

to a spectacular array of elegantly 

colourful flower  

arrangements as if to make up for the 

grey skies outside. But after enduring 

a passing hailstorm in the early part 

of the afternoon the grey did clear to 

make way for the games and 

entertainments on the field. There 

was live music from Mo-Jo (who did 

not falter during the hail) and the fun 

dog show run by Willowbrook Dog 

Training was a popular new feature. 

Tug-of-war is always good fun and 

the children's tug provided a knife-

edge contest between some very 

small contestants - very entertaining!  

The first Long Marston World Card 

Cutting Championship  

attracted lots of entries across all 

ages, culminating in a dramatic final 

cut in the area.  

 

This year's winners of the  

prestigious Tom Chapman Award for 

service to the community were announced as Tim and Liz Ayling, who organised the 

community management of the Queen's Head and kept the pub going for 17 months. Though 

the attendance was affected by bad weather earlier in the day, our pictures show how much 

there was to please and entertain. 

Rosie Lloyd with Wilf who won “Best in Show”.
(Picture: Village News team.) 



Village News 

Page 2 September 2017 

Parish Council Plan                                           by Paul Lovis 

DURING September we would like as many people as 

possible to complete the Parish Council 

Questionnaire. It will only take 10 - 15 minutes, and it 

will let us know what your views are so that we can do a 

better job representing you.  We will publish the headline 

findings by the end of the year and draw up a Parish 

Council Plan which will guide us as we draw spending 

budgets and plans for next year and beyond. 

One of our objectives is to increase the amount of 

engagement within Tring Rural Parish.  We have limited 

powers, but we do have some money (from your taxes) 

for maintaining and developing services and we have 

on-going communications with Dacorum Borough 

Council on other issues.   

However it’s your money and we would much welcome 

your views to guide our decision making.  

It would really help us (and save trees) if you could 

complete the questionnaire online. If you don’t have 

access to a computer there will be a paper version too 

(available in the Wilstone Village shop, the Half Moon 

and the Queens Head  – or contact Nigel on 01296 

662922 if you would like us to deliver a copy to your 

home).   

If you have given us your email address already we will 

send you a link to the questionnaire.  If you don’t receive 

an email from us by 6th September you can request it by 

emailing tringruralparishcouncil@gmail.com 

The deadline for completing the questionnaire is 

Saturday 30
th
 September.  This questionnaire is 

designed for adult residents of Tring Rural Parish (we 

will seek the views of younger residents in another way). 

Your Tring Rural Parish Councillors.  From back left: Paul Lovis, Martin Winship, Doug Chalmers, Malcolm Morgan 

(Chair).  From the front left John Thirkettle, Nici Ward, Liz Ayling, Nigel Fox.  
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I think it is only fitting that this bumper edition of 36 

pages (one of the biggest ever) has been sponsored 

by Phil Buchi to mark his retirement from the 

Chairmanship of the Village News. 

 

I wish I knew how many editions Phil has presided 

over. From the early days when there may have 

been an element of “creative reporting” through to 

this packed edition. 

 

A self proclaimed “behind the scenes man” Phil has 

always been supportive, in his own unflappable 

style, to any new (or indeed old) editor. 

Punctual and precise, if Phil said the AGM would last 

no longer than 45 minutes, you could guarantee it 

would be over in 44. 

 

Phil, I know I speak for all on the VN team, when I 

say you will be missed and that you have all our best   

wishes for the future. 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for October 2017 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 20 September. 
All Saints  Long Marston  

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

3 September 

10am      Sunday Worship at All Saints. 

10am      Holy Communion at St Cross. 

 

10 September 

8.15am    Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s. 

10.00am  Holy Communion at All Saints. 

10.00am   Sunday Worship at St Cross. 

6.00pm     Evening prayer at All Saints. 

 

17 September 

10.00am   Worship for all at All Saints. 

10.00am    Holy Communion at St Cross. 

11.00am    Mega Stick Walk around the parish. 

 

24 September 

10.00am     Holy Communion at All Saints. 

10.00am     Worship for all at St Cross. 

3.30pm       Evensong (BCP) at St Mary’s. 

 

26 September 

10.00am     Holy Communion at St Cross.  
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 6 September  at  Puttenham Village Hall 

 

Sunday 3 September 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity Cycle Ride 

Saturday 9 September 

Bike’n’Hike 10am - 6pm. See ad page 6.  

Tuesday 12 September 

History of Chenies Manor. Victory Hall, Long Marston. 8pm 

Saturday 16 September 

Long Marston Cricket Club v Cross Arrows,  

Lord’s  Cricket Ground, London. 10:45 am 

Wednesday 20 September.

The Railway comes to Tring, High St. Baptist Church, 8pm 

Tuesday 26 September 

Macmillan Coffee Morning. St Cross, Wilstone. 11-12am 

Friday 29 September 

Wine Tasting Evening. Long Marston Victory Hall 7.30 for 8 

Saturday 30 September 

Puttenham Jumble Sale 

Saturday 30 September 

Whodunit evening, Nora Grace Hall, Tring. 7.30pm 

Saturday 30 September & Sunday 1 October 

Mentmore Parish Exhibition. 10am - 5pm. 

Tuesday 10 October 

Bill Hamilton, Victory Hall, Long Marston. 8pm 

Friday 13 October 

Quiz Night. Victory Hall, Long Marston.  

Sunday 15 October 

Arts & Crafts Experience, Wilstone Village Hall 

Friday 27 October  

Cecilia Tea  Rooms 3pm - 5pm 

Saturday 4 November 

“October Supper” Puttenham 

Saturday 4 November 

Long Marston Firework Display. Old Tom’s Field 6.30pm 

Diary dates... 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
The Army’s National Charity 

Cycle Ride 
Event starts: 

Leighton United Football Club 
Stanbridge Road, Tilsworth, LU7 9PL 

(opposite Tilsworth Village Hall) 
 

Sunday 3rd September 
 

64 miles start: 8.30-9am   registration:8am 
50 miles start: 9-9.30am   registration:8.30am 
35 miles start: 9.30-10am  registration:9am 
26 miles start: 10am   registration:9am 

 

to register please visit: 
www.soldierscharityride.co.uk 

MENTMORE  
BARN DANCE 

on the 
 

VILLAGE GREEN 
 

Saturday 16 September 
From 7pm * caller BOB ADAMS 

 

Hog Roast 
 

Tickets £22.50 (in advance only) 
07961 199520 

MENTMORE FETE 
on the 

 

VILLAGE GREEN 
 

Saturday 16th September  

2-5pm 

 
Raffle*Tombola*Bric-a-brac*Tug o’ War* 

 Bale Tossing*Welly Wanging* 

Coconut Shy*Terrier Racing*Dog Show*Raffle* 

Cakes/Produce*Teas*Barbecue*Bar*Competitions 

*Children’s Area 
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ARTS & CRAFTS  

EXPERIENCE! 

Sunday, 15 October  

 Wilstone Village Hall  

 11am – 4pm                                 

£2 entry, under 12s free 

Come and meet our amazing group of tal-

ented local artists. Watch them demonstrate 

their skills in ceramics, wax painting, taxi-

dermy and wood carving.   

Why not take the opportunity and have a go 

yourself at one of our workshops on pottery, 

felting, painting and other crafts? We’ll also 

be running a children’s workshop to encour-

age them to learn and create their own special 

items.  All the workshops will incur a small 

charge to cover materials.  

Take the time to browse and enjoy the won-

derful paintings, artwork and jewellery on 

display – it’s also a great opportunity to buy 

some unique early Christmas gifts! 

Need to chill?  Why not try one of our mini 

reflexology or Indian head massage sessions 

or enjoy  a tempting selection of light re-

freshments for lunch or afternoon tea..  

See you there! 

ST. CROSS WILSTONE 
 

MACMILLAN  

COFFEE  MORNING 

 TUESDAY 26 SEPT. 

 11.00 – 12.30 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

PLEASE JOIN US TO SUPPORT 

THIS VERY WORTHY CAUSE 

What’s on continued... 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Mentmore Parish Exhibition 
Mentmore Village Hall 

Saturday 30 Sept & Sunday 1 Oct 

10.00am to 17.00pm. Free Entry. 

 
A photographic exhibition of people and places in the 

parish of Mentmore, Ledburn and Crafton. The stories and 

interesting facts about the people who lived and grew up 

in the villages. A stroll down memory lane for some and 

an amazing insight for others. The exhibition presents 

some of the earliest history of the area in maps and illus-

trations and the later times in photographs, oral history 

interviews and slide shows. The village hall will be filled 

with the exhibits and artefacts from different periods. 

Teas and home made cakes will be on sale. If you have a 

story to tell or information that you think might be of in-

terest please bring it along to the exhibition or visit our 

Face book page to get a feel of some of the things we are 

discovering about this interesting place. Facebook - 

Mentmore Parish History with Photographs & Stories  

Contact telephone 01296 661141 
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An Evening of Wine Tasting  
 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Friday 29th September 

7:30 for 8pm 
£25 including nibbles 

Always a popular evening  
Get your tickets early to avoid disappointment 

 

Contact Liz Ayling 07973 786389 
lizayling@icloud.com 

 

Wilstone Village Hall committee have been pre-

senting films in the Village Hall for twelve years. 

The aim is to provide a social environment for local 

residents to meet and mix, as well as providing af-

fordable entertainment and refreshments. 

 

The films run monthly on a Friday evening from 

October through to March, starting at 8pm, at a cost 

of £7. Tickets are sold at the Community Shop. 

Next month we will announce the first film to be 

shown on October 20th. Subsequent dates are:    

October 20th, November 17th, December 15th,

January 19th, February 10th, March 16th.

Do you have a film suggestion? , Please send your 

ideas to Peter Walker at  

walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

Everybody is welcome 

 

Reverend Michelle Grace                                by Ken Lawless 

MICHELLE Grace was born in Milton Keynes.  As a child attended 
the Salvation Army with her parents. She worked for Boots for many 
years and enjoyed it. She became an Anglican in her 30's.Michelle 
was a curate in Shropshire in the parish of Oswestry with 
Rhydycrorcsa.  
 
Her favourite hymn is "Be thou my vision" 
 
Michelle was licensed in St.Peter and Paul's on Wednesday 5th July 
2017 where she was given a warm welcome by a large congregation. 
She is  
living in Aldbury vicarage and has responsibility for St.John the 
Baptist church in Aldbury. She has areas of responsibility across the 
team and has joined Jane in the Tring School chaplaincy. She makes 
wobbly pottery and likes gardening.  
 
The photo shows Michelle after Service & Holy Communion at St. 
Cross in Wilstone cutting a cake specially baked for her with the 
words " Welcome to St. Cross" 
 
All attending truly enjoyed it and wished Michelle good luck. 
 

The cutting of the cake. (Picture Ken Lawless) 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”
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Open Wilstone by Peter Walker 

A review of Wilstone’s Open Village & Open Gardens event on June 25
th

, 2017 

IT seems like a long time ago now, but because there is no 

August edition of the magazine, we were unable to report 

properly on the outcome of the Open Village and Open 

Garden events, in a more timely fashion.  

 

If you recall, the aim was to try out the idea of a village event 

building upon the previous biennial Open Gardens event, as an 

alternative to the village fete.  

 

The feedback post event, and the revenues earned from the 

stalls, the Open Gardens and from the Church and Shop 

activities, suggest that the event was highly successful. The 

revenues amounted to £4,206, which after costs (which were 

much lower than usually spent on fetes) resulted in a net profit 

of £3,500. This has been distributed in £1000 lots to the 

Parkinsons Society, St.Cross Church, and the Allotments. The 

balance of £500, which was given to the Village Hall, has 

been kindly donated by them to John Painter, to help with 

production of a book which tells the History of Wilstone. 

Based on photos and notes by the late Dick Gomm,  

the historical documents and photos have been compiled and 

illustrated into a publishable document by John (see article on 

The Illustrated History of Wilstone). 

 

Feedback on the day itself has been nothing but positive. 

Recognising that this event is different from the fete which 

runs to a well proven formula and attracts people from far and 

wide, this Open Village event was not publicised outside of 

the village, and we had no idea how well it would work. 

People enjoyed the inclusive nature of the day, being able to 

wander up and down the street, meeting friends, and enjoying 

all the product and food stalls that were on offer; and of 

course, being entertained by the great music at the Half Moon. 

Those people who would normally work at the fete, were for 

once, able to enjoy the day themselves. Overall, people 

enjoyed the open day more than the fete, but that may be in 

part due to the novelty factor and having the event in the 

middle of the village, rather than in a field away from it. 

 

The Open Gardens event, which was widely publicised outside 

of the village, attracted their biggest ever number of visitors, 

who were probably very surprised to stumble across a village 

in full festive 

mood. 

 

The Community 

Shop pushed out 

its boundaries to 

provide teas and 

cakes in the 

street, and the 

Church grounds 

were full of stalls 

and games which 

attracted young and old alike. Judging from the amount of 

manure in the Paddock on the morning after the event, the 

donkeys had a great time eating carrots. The Half Moon, as 

well as providing the stage for all day music acts, did a roaring 

trade in beef baps and sausage rolls, and were a huge 

contributor not just to the success of the day, but also to the 

final donations to the charities. 

 

In a post event wash up by the committee, it was 

acknowledged that some things could have gone better. The 

plans for, and the communication about, the road closure 

could be improved, but we were very pleased in hindsight that 

we had planned, in the form of a risk management, the ‘what 

if’ scenarios. As it was, barring a few instances of clearly very 

impatient local drivers, and cyclists who failed to see the 

dangers of whizzing through a busy street party (road closure 

notices obviously don’t apply to them), the event passed 

without any major problem. But lessons have been learnt and 

recorded, for future reference. 

 

So that is why we can deem the event to be a success; it was 

even enjoyed by those organising it. There are several people 

to publicly acknowledge for their effort and contribution, 

particularly Gill Glasser for organising the Open Gardens and 

Ken and Olga Martin, for organising the Church events, John 

Painter for the fantastic presentation of the Story of Wilstone, 

for Ali Driver and Diana Crapnell and the shop team for their 

work on the committee and for making the shop such an 

important part of the day.  

 

The village quiz, so creatively produced by Ian and Rita 

Magowan attracted 40 entrants, but not many completed it; 

perhaps there were too many other distractions. Thanks also 

go to Gavin McKay who produced all the road signs, and Guy 

and Abi at the Half Moon, not just for their tireless work on 

the day, but also in assisting the committee in so many other 

ways, and of course, for their significant donation. Finally, and 

by no means least, to Marcus Postings and Colin Reedman and 

the volunteer team for the unenviable task of keeping order on 

the highways and getting visitors directed and safely parked.  

 

Will there be another Open Village day? I hope so, but it 

won’t be for at least another two years. 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Introduction 
 

As a relative newcomer to the parish, I decided to attend the 

Tring Rural Parish Council (TRPC) meetings as a means to 

meet more parishioners and to get involved with local 

community issues. 

 

My first meeting in June was rather disheartening – former 

council members had resigned en masse and so a formal 

meeting was abandoned. 

 

Following local elections, new councilors were duly  

appointed, and they formally took up the mantle at the July 

meeting. 

 

I was a bit stunned by the length of the July agenda, but I can 

only assume there was much unfinished business to conclude 

or to take further forward, and the council needed some time 

to settle in and take stock of past and future actions as well as 

allocate various subcommittee responsibilities and the formal 

appointments of the chair and clerk.   

 

The August meeting reflected a more settled new council and I 

was impressed with members’ enthusiasm and dedication.  

The chairman, Malcolm Morgan, ensured a more focused 

agenda approach, which helped to make for a tighter meeting 

(and shorter!). 

 

At the risk of repeating past decisions, I have focused this 

report on progress or outcomes on some long standing topics 

as well as new issues for the council. 

 

Parish Plan 
 

A working group had been established to progress the plan, 

which still needs an agreed focus and a meshing with  

borough and county plans.  As a starting point, the new  

council is directing its attention to collecting email addresses 

to be able to send out a questionnaire to as many parishioners 

as possible, which will help the council gain insight into  

parishioner’s views on parish priorities and guide the  

development of the parish plan. 

 

Community Action Building 

(CAB) 
 

There seems to be an ongoing debate about the use of CAB 

and requests from external organisations to use CAB, such as 

Tring Tornadoes FC.  Whilst this could bring in some  

income to offset costs of running/maintaining CAB, some  

issues also relate to unlocking and cleaning of changing  

facilities, and with two potential teams using the football 

ground this could lead to damage to the pitch.  In the end, it 

was decided to say ‘no’ for now to Tring Tornadoes. 

 

It should be added that CAB remains a rather contentious 

issue as borne out in the public participation part of the  

August meeting, with the voicing of quite heated and  

passionate challenges to the council. 

 

Mapping out parish footpaths 
 

As part of a P3 grant (Parish Paths Partnership) a  

subcommittee has determined that a number of footpaths need 

work. 

 

Keeping to local land maintenance, the council has approved a 

verge-cutting contractor, Wilstone Village Hall car park 

maintenance is being further discussed and the Flood  

Working Party has made further progress. 

 

Property  
 

There was some discussion of where the Wilstone Village 

Shop might relocate should its lease not be renewed.  Near the 

village hall has been suggested. The council also  

discussed how to continue the support of Victory Hall, an 

agreed community asset.  The council also discussed  

memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery.  Various resident 

planning applications were discussed and agreed, rejected or 

requested to provide modifications. 

 

Traffic 
 

The council was consulted about a change of use by one 

business within the airfield industrial estate, which requested a 

change from skip storage/hire to waste disposal.  The  

council sent its objections Buckingham County Council.  

Member of the public expressed concerns about traffic racing 

through Cheddington Lane, particularly heavy goods  

vehicles, which are supposed to be routed in the direction of 

Cheddington.  Concern was also raised about increased  

traffic through Wilstone.  Nevertheless, the council has voted 

to remove the speed monitor from Wilstone to Puttenham. 

 

The council was unaware that water pipes were due to be laid 

by Buckingham County Council along Cheddington Lane, 

which will be an approximate nine-week project.  The work 

has begun and already traffic flow from Leighton Buzzard and 

Cheddington has reduced or at least been staggered due to 

traffic lights.  Of course, school holidays have also helped! 

 

There is much more to report than this article can possibly 

cover.  Watch this space for future reports and try to attend the 

council meetings or read up on posted council agenda and 

minutes.   
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661389 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

Martin Winship   01296 662388 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft    

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

♦ Furniture & Accessories 

♦ Mirrors & Pictures 

♦ St. Eval Candles & Diffusers 

♦ Gifts & Textiles 
 

We also stock items by local artists,  

including Love Heart horseshoes.

We are your local stockists of Frenchic®  

furniture paint & stencils. We also stock 

vintage & new handles and knobs, every-

thing you need to transform that tired piece 

of furniture. 

 
50 Western Road, Tring. www.nickysharpinteriors.co.uk 

Book review: The Angry Chef Reviewed by Phil Buchi 

Bad science and the truth about healthy eating, by Anthony Warner 

BOOK reviews are not our usual fare, but 

when a new publication included a  

reference to the Long Marston Show it 

seemed particularly appropriate. Author 

and professional chef Anthony Warner 

cites (on page 50) his Second Prize for 

shortbread at our village show - though 

clearly believes he should have been 

awarded First. So what is it that makes 

him so Angry? Well, perhaps not just the 

shortbread issue. As the book's sub-title 

suggests, he really is very annoyed 

indeed about dietary clap-trap and those 

who peddle it. Strength of feeling becomes  

apparent from page 1. As a food professional with a  

background in biological science he is outraged by the  

bad-science masquerading as 'fact' in the financially lucrative 

business of diets and so-called healthy eating. Health  

bloggers (is that really a job?) are especially singled out for  

unsubstantiated claims which generally go unchallenged in a 

world awash with misinformation about food in general and 

fad diets in particular. But this is not just an emotional 

reaction to fashionable eating habits. Fearing that some of this 

misinformation has the capacity to do us harm he has put 

much effort into explaining why he believes these food  

fashionistas are wrong.  

Taking a science based approach he examines the claims of a 

number of published dietary regimes and puts forward  

evidence to challenge those claims. If you have been tempted 

by health programmes involving detox, alkaline ash or paleo 

diets, for example, you might like to read this first. 
 

This is a book of more than 300 pages offering detailed  

arguments and urging us to take a more critical view of claims 

made for fashionable foodstuffs. He explores how some 

historical nonsense about food and health has made it through 

to the twenty first century, and regrets that many of us are 

more ready to believe the sales pitch than scientific evidence. 

His contribution, he says, is to fight back by  

ridiculing false prophets and that is indeed what this book is 

about. There is some good news too. Sugar is not in itself a 

dietary evil. The modern world could not exist without  

processed foods and we should not be made to feel guilty 

about using them. Tea (he is relieved to conclude) is still a 

delightful drink, even though antioxidants may not in fact be 

the 'cure-all superagents of nutrition'. And after all this, is 

there any advice about healthy eating? Well yes there is... but 

then you would not wish me to spoil the ending. 
 

Anthony Warner's new book is published by Oneworld at 

£12.99.  ISBN 978-1-78607-216-0. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

THE APPLE WORKSHOP

Have you any apples in your 

garden? 

 

We can juice and pasteurise 

them for you from £1.60 per 

bottle. 

 

1 year shelf life. 

For further information 

 contact Nigel 

 

Tel: 01442 825110 

Mob: 07950809851 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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Letter... An Obituary for Wilbert 

Long Marston first choice for flood prevention scheme 
 by Peter Myrants, Chairman of the Flood Working Party 

THIS parish is in line for a significant investment in flood 

prevention measures as a result of a new government 

initiative. A public consultation meeting was held on 18th July 

in Long Marston village hall, where a presentation was given 

by Herts County Council (HCC) on the Options Report  

produced as a result of further investigation by the technical 

consultant, following the initial "Section 19" Flood  

Investigation Report. In addition to three members from HCC 

and the Environment Agency (EA), County  

Councillor Nick Hollinghurst offered his support, as did 

members of Tring Rural Parish Council and the local Flood 

Working Party (FWP). Attendance by parishioners  

disappointingly numbered only 15, perhaps a reflection of the 

start of summer holidays and the distant memory of flooding 

events. 

 

Following an update on all the options explored in the  

Report, HCC played a timeline video of flooding events which 

occurred on 7th February 2014, as simulated by a model 

which has been constructed using a variety of amassed 

technical data and anecdotal information received from 

parishioners. Having considered and dismissed all but one of 

the options in the report on the grounds of cost over benefit, 

HCC did deliver some very good news. They announced that 

they had been successful in their bid for  

funding from a new government Natural Flood Management 

(NFM) budget by securing £250,000 for two pilot projects 

across the county and Long Marston was their first choice, 

with Harpenden second.  

 

HCC stated that the choice of Long Marston was any easy 

decision for them given the commitment and the focal point 

that the local Flood Working Party has provided. They spoke 

of a new partnership between themselves, the EA and the 

FWP to look at cost effective natural flood prevention 

measures and their deployment across the parish through this 

exciting opportunity. Though there is no magic bullet solution 

for flooding in Tring Rural Parish, they hoped that Natural 

Flood Management could implement several low cost schemes 

to mitigate or reduce the impact of flooding. HCC and the EA 

emphasised the importance of the two high-profile pilot 

schemes. They are currently recruiting a project officer to help 

run the two-year programme. The NFM initiative is part of a 

national government scheme which HCC were pleased to have 

been successful in being a part of. 

 

For Tring Rural Parish this represents a significant and unique 

opportunity for funding that a village our size would otherwise 

never secure. The project offers us £125,000 of funding plus 

an additional £45,000 from Herts. But for it to be successful it 

requires the support of villagers as well as the Parish Council. 

It is easy to forget the misery that the flood waters brought to 

our parish back in 2014, especially having basked in our 

(earlier) summer sunshine and the drier weather, but it is 

important for the success of this  

programme for us, as a community, to embrace this  

opportunity.  At this time your active interest and  

willingness to support us, whether as a riparian land owner or 

helper in some capacity, is all that we ask until the  

programme begins. Your local Flood Working Party will keep 

you informed through Village News, notices and email with 

the help of the TRPC email database that TRPC are in the 

process of collating. The programme is expected to commence 

in September, so more news soon following our formal 

mobilisation meeting.  

From John Evans. Allotment Holder 
 
Wilbert had stood guard on our Allotment in Wilstone for a 

number of years. Like Dr Who he has had a number of  

reincarnations, his hand made metal frame sporting the latest 

fashions and his polystyrene head, covered with a painted 

pillow case reflected his mood. 

 

On the night of July 5th he sustained a frenzied attack. Some 

naive, we must assume children, ignoring yet again the signs 

forbidding entry to unaccompanied children, came onto the 

allotment site. Having previously, at an earlier date, severely 

damaged two cast iron water pumps, they have now moved 

onto individual plots. Tired of leaving the evidence of their 

cigarette smoking parties on the allotment next to ours, they 

moved onto our plot. They entered the greenhouse and taking 

a pair of scissors proceeded to inflict multiple stab wounds to 

Wilbert's face with sufficient force and quantity to actually 

break his head in half.  

They then stole a shovel from the adjoining plot and beat him 

about the body, breaking his metal backbone and causing 

multiple internal injuries. The weapons were just discarded on 

the plot. 

 

This was a bad case of Scarecrow Phobia by a group of 

mentally challenged individuals sadly lacking any parental 

guidance or respect for the property of others. The worry is the 

nature of the attack raises concerns about what these young 

vandals will be capable of later in life. A worrying act such as 

this when we were young or in fact, involving our own 

children, would have resulted in an immediate trip to the 

police station for a stern talking to. Now that all effective 

means of disciplining children have been outlawed, without 

anything credible being put in their place, children with these 

tendencies are allowed to develop to have a really serious 

impact on society as they get older.  

 

Poor Show! 
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Reader offer: present this 
magazine for wine discounts. 

Turn to page 31 to see the summer  
special selections for readers from  

Village Wines of Miswell Lane, Tring.  

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

The Village News team needs a volunteer 

 Council Reporter 
to join our panel of volunteer reporters who write the 
Parish Council News articles each month. If you are 
interested in local issues here is an opportunity to 
share your interest with readers. Our volunteers take it 
in turns to attend the monthly Parish Council meetings 
and write these reports. Each reporter attends up to 
four meetings per year, the schedule being agreed in 
advance. Full briefing is given.  

If you can help us provide this service to readers 
please call Jean Fox on 01442 825846. 

St Cross - a very thankful church                            by Alison Russell 

THE eternal question—will it rain? This country’s great 

dilemma perplexed the residents of Wilstone twice within 

five weeks; on June 25
th
 for Open Gardens/Open Village 

and again on July 30
th
 for the St. Cross Strawberry Tea. 

Sunshine was more important for the former than the 

latter, the Tea at least had the refuge of the church but 

the Garden event had no such luxury. St. Cross had a 

vested interest in both days as the church was very 

fortunate to have been chosen by the village as one of 

the beneficiaries of Open Gardens. 

 

Did it rain on June 25
th
—no it didn’t, the BBC forecast 

was wrong, and the village enjoyed a warm sunny day. 

The main road through Wilstone was closed and lined 

with stalls, entertainers, pop-up cafes, and lots and lots 

of visitors. And at the end of the day, the sun was still 

shining. 

 

Five weeks later the BBC forecast was even more  

negative and this time they were a bit more accurate. 

Showers, be they light or heavy, are a nuisance to all 

concerned and so the decision was made on the  

Saturday evening (St. Cross are very decisive!) to hold 

the Strawberry Tea in the church. We love our pews, 

don’t ever suggest getting rid of them, but their great 

advantage is that they are not fixed to the floor and can 

be moved to give activity space within the church and 

provide seating at the same time. 

 

Thus it was that at 3.00pm –weather showery!--that we 

opened the church to welcome nearly 70 people to St. 

Cross to indulge in all things fattening. Sandwiches, 

cakes, scones with jam and cream, and three large 

bowls of strawberries (and more cream) were devoured 

with great relish by visitors from across the parish,  

including some walkers on an afternoon stroll in the 

area. A raffle added to the fund raising effort and it was 

prior to drawing this that Rev’d Didier Jaquet asked the 

people to pause and remember the anniversary of the 

Battle of Passchendale, to acknowledge the display of 

poppies, and the remembrance candles burning on the 

altar throughout the afternoon. A minutes silence 

concluded with a prayer for peace. 

 

It goes without saying that everyone connected with St. 

Cross would like to say a big, big thank you to all those 

people who helped at the Strawberry Tea and to those 

who provided all the refreshments. To the village  

committee who worked so hard over the previous eight 

months to organise Open Gardens/Open Village, we are 

aware of the work load involved, and are hugely  

appreciative of all your efforts. Both events raised much 

needed funds for the church and we are very grateful for 

all the support we receive. 

 

But perhaps more important is the sense of community 

and friendship which is engendered and multiplies on 

these occasions, as people come together to enjoy the 

hospitality of a small village. St. Cross was really thrilled 

to have been nominated by the residents of  

Wilstone as one of the recipients of Open Gardens, as 

the support we receive from the village both in practical 

and social terms is as important to us as the financial 

benefit. To be recognised as a valued component of the 

local community is very special.  

 

Similarly at the Tea, so many people said how much 

they enjoyed being in the church for the afternoon,  

easily able to talk to other people, and catch up with 

friends from across the locale.  Don’t worry if you missed 

it –(the Tea that is!) we will be doing it all again next 

year; in the meantime look out for new drainpipes, 

drainage gullies, and smart outside paintwork as this is 

where some of the funds will be directed over the next 

few months. 
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Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

Open Mic Night 
At the Queens Head every month 

MARION Bryant, an extraordinary woman.  A land girl 

during the war, she drove a lorry taking the girls to the farms 

when required.  I can remember the corn being threshed at the 

barn where the farm shop is now. It was very dusty, cold and 

wet.  The sheaves were thrown out of the window onto the 

machine.  We were allowed into the barn to catch the mice.  

With about three layers to go, my brother Geof, about three 

years old, held up a rat by its tail.  Oh dear !!  I think rat 

escaped, Geof unbeaten.  
 

I expect Marion was inspired by all this and soon became a 

rodent officer for this district.  They were certainly different 

times - there was a price paid for rat’s tails, bundled in tens.  

Marion had an extraordinary memory.  She would come in for 

a cup of tea and tell us about a friend she had visited in north 

Kent.  With a little encouragement she could  

remember all the stations and a lot more news in between.   
 

Drayton Beauchamp church is a beautiful village church set in 

grass fields, with sheep and chestnut trees, well worth a visit, 

as was the Half Moon afterwards.  A lovely way to be 

remembered. 

 

I had a little dream about yesteryear.  Now Simon gets in the 

combine and off he goes.  At least 40 acres a day, in this 

changeable weather it’s brilliant.  By the time this is read all 

will be done including the beans.  I’ve tried to ask about 

yields, a bit of muttering, well they are O.K. 

Well we did have that wedding.  Alex and Becks, Mr and 

Mrs.  The whole affair was well organised, the weather was 

brilliant and we all got home safe and sound. 

 

They are making a lot of progress with the old stables.  

Houses have to have a lot more layers, insulation and strength 

these days.  A lot of local craftsmen have helped but one gang 

have been coming from Wales to fix some insulation.  A 

swallow has nested in the end room, ignoring builders it 

successfully reared four chicks who flew out through the 

finished window, left open for them.  Last  

Friday evening at least 50 young swallows gathered on the 

overhead electric wires, for one evening only.  They didn’t 

look old enough to get to Africa, anyway next day they had 

gone.  I’ve seen a parent.  Who tells them the way?  How do 

they know the way, one didn’t make it.  A sparrow hawk held 

one down on the lawn.  I caught a glimpse of swallow wings 

as hawk flew away.  If I had my way that hawk would have 

caught its last.   
 

I know life must go on, but! 

The agricultural story line5. by David Mead  

A land girl, a dream and swallows 

Days out 

Easton Walled Garden  Country Market 
Sunday 3rd September £28.00 
Easton Walled Gardens will be celebrating the 11th year of this 
much loved autumn country market. This leading attraction will 
showcase the region’s best crafts, cakes, jewellery & gifts along with 

Knitting and Stitching Show 
Sunday 15th October  
£32.00 
The Alexandra Palace show is the flagship Knitting & Stitchng Show, 
established over 20 years. Whatever your passion, their craft shows 
are the perfect place to find inspiration, learn new skills and shop for 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 
info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 

Wisley Gardens Flower Show 
Sunday 10th September £31.00 
The RHS Wisley Flower Show is one of the most spectacularof the 
late summer calendar events, with its village-style collection of stalls 
and displays. This must-see event promises to provide a great day 
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Well, that went well ….                                              by Sally Smith

The Long Marston & Puttenham Show 

I’M talking, of course, about the Long Marston & 

Puttenham Village Show and Horticultural Exhibition, 

that took place on the first Saturday of August – as it 

does every year.   

This year the date fell on 5
th

August, and the forecast 

was dreadful.  Thunder, lightning, hail and heavy rain 

were all forecast to be mixed in with sunshine; from noon 

until 6pm.  As part of the organising crew for the event, 

my heart fell as I wondered how many people would 

come and support their village and, more importantly as 

far as I was concerned, come and see the horticultural 

display in the Victory Hall. 

As ‘show secretary’, my role in the event began with 

preparing the show schedule which is distributed to 

every household in Long Marston, Puttenham, Astrope, 

Wilstone and posted to other long-time supporters of the 

show; deciding what ‘classes’ should be part of the 

show; taking entries from people who thought ‘I can do 

that’; setting up the hall to display exhibits to their best 

effect; finding judges with sufficient knowledge of their 

subject to ensure that the best entry won; handing out 

prize money to those who win (oh yes, there is money to 

be won); and then taking everything down again until 

next year. 

It sounds a lot when you put it down on paper, but as it 

is spread out over the year, it is only the madness of 

show week that causes any stress or sleepness nights!  

The weather being the one element that nobody can 

have any control over – hence the forecast for Saturday 

5
th

August was not well received by anyone involved! 

It did rain, and hail, and thunder, there might even have 

been some lightning, but it all cleared by 1.30pm and the 

show was able to go ahead without a hitch.  Attendance 

was down slightly, but those who came all seemed to 

enjoy themselves, and the number of entries in the 

Horticultural Exhibition were up – 16 entries in the 

Lemon Cake, an all-time record, and some of the largest 

marrows you are ever likely to see. 

Village shows are a traditional event in the country and 

one that many people enjoy as a reminder of their own 

childhood, but they do rely on volunteers to run them, 

and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who helped with ours – those who put time 

and effort into creating and growing show entries; those 

who helped to set the show up both in the hall and on 

the field; those who judged the show entries; and those 

who came to the show despite the dreadful forecast.  I 

hope you enjoyed it, I know we did. 

 

Lemon Cake Recipe (from the show) 

If you didn’t enter the Lemon Cake category, but would like to make the cake: 

Ingredients 150g softened butter             150g caster sugar 

 2 eggs (beaten)   Grated zest of 1 lemon 

 150g self-raising flour  4 tablespoons of milk 

 2 tablespoons of icing sugar Juice of 1 lemon 

 

Pre-heat the oven to Gas Mark 4, 180˚C, 350˚F

Method 
1. Beat the butter in a bowl until soft and then beat in the caster sugar 
 

2. Add the beaten eggs very slowly to ensure they don’t curdle. 
 

3. Beat in the lemon zest and then sift in the flour 
 

4. Add enough milk so that the mixture is ‘dropping’ consistency 
 

5. Spoon into a loaf tin and flatten with a spatula before baking for 40 minutes 
 

6. Mix the icing sugar with the lemon juice.  Prick the top of the cake with a fork and pour the juice over whilst 

the cake is still warm. 



Village News 

Page 19 September 2017 

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 

Cup Winners 2017 

Name of Trophy Winner 

Thomas Chapman Award Tim & Liz Ayling 

William Dean Cup John Rowe 

Grace Trophy John Rowe 

Ernest Gregory Cup Lynne Bruges 

John Chapman Trophy John North 

Val Brash Memorial Cup Rozanne Wallace 

Parker Cup Helen Rowe 

William Huckvale Cup Shirley Wheeler 

Katharine Severs Memorial Plate Emma-Lea Robinson 

Woman Magazine Cup Maggy Winship 

Frank Hopkins Trophy Liz Davies 

Hales Trophy Shirley Wheeler 

Alan Taylor Trophy John Rowe 

Sheila Wood Trophy Mazy Rees 

Kasey-Lee Wallace 

Sheila Wood Cup Massimo Pett 

Mazy Rees 

Kasey-Lee Wallace 

Sir Harry Vaisey Cup Florence Ashwell 

Astrope Cup Millie Bancroft 

Elise Denman 

Oumnia Abownouar 

Tring Charities Diploma for outstanding beans Eddy Clarke 

Joan Dean Allotment Cup Steve Poulton 

No 114 moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 27 
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Long Marston Cricket Club. by Paul Dumpleton 

A GOOD birthday season at Marlins. The fantastic June 

weather for our cricket week very soon disappeared and 

we are suffering from the very wet July in our quest for 

promotion to the Home Counties feeder league. Four 

abandonments at six points a time is making things 

difficult. Our First XI were at the top of the table last 

Saturday (12
th
 August) before taking a thumping at 

Tiddington to bring us down to earth. Looks like a three 

way fight for the title with two of the top three Dinton and 

Tiddington opposing each other on 19
th
 August. We 

should benefit from the outcome of that. 

 

The Second XI’s quest for promotion is still in good 

shape as they sit in 3
rd

 place in Division 5 with three 

matches to go. An interesting final few weeks ahead with 

a lot to play for. 

 

Our pool of youngsters continues to increase and 

develop under the stewardship of Lee Beesley. Lee can 

be contacted on  

develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk or mobile 07923 462037 

if you have a youngster with cricketing aptitude who is 

looking to develop further.  

 

Sessions are held at Marlins every Sunday morning. 

Why not come along for a coffee and bacon roll whilst 

the juniors are being coached. 

 

Successful Minor Counties fixture, Unicorns T20 and our 

first ever ladies T20 have all been well supported 

attractions at the club this summer. 

 

Our team to represent the Club in the 150
th

Birthday game against the Cross Arrows on 16
th
 

September at Lords has been announced – what a 

difficult task that turned out to be. Obvious  

disappointment from those that didn’t make it but a 

coach load of supporters going from Marlins on the day 

to witness this major milestone in the clubs history. 

 

We are looking for Umpires. If anyone is  

interested or knows of or has a family member or friend 

who might want to join us for this role please get in 

touch. Phone details in this  

magazine. We can provide courses and training to  

interested parties. 

 

Keep up to date with club progress on our website 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

 

What’s Going on at College Lake by Paul Simmons 

THE school summer holiday period is always a busy 

time here at College Lake with lots of families visiting us. 

Whether it be for one of our family activities, using our 

Discovery Packs or Passport to Nature books to become 

nature detectives or just for a walk or picnic. 

 

As well as all of our human visitors we have also had 

some really good wildlife sightings in the past few weeks. 

There have been great butterfly records  

including Chalkhill Blue, White Letter Hairstreak, 

Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady all being seen on the 

reserve. Reptiles for some reason are seldom seen at 

College Lake but recently we have had reports of Slow-

worm and Common Lizard. Our breeding birds have also 

had a fairly good year with Lapwing,  

Redshank, Oystercatcher and Little Ringed Plover all 

fledging on our Marsh area. 

 

Our work parties have been busy improving path  

surfaces and painting some of the hides as well as  

carrying out fencing work. They are currently in the 

process of carrying out grassland management in  

various areas including the banks around our Visitor 

Centre, by cutting and raking up all of the material. This 

helps to maintain a floral rich grassland by  

keeping nutrients out of the system and keeping more 

competitive species under control. 

The next major task going on through September is to 

manage the islands. This is achieved by cutting the 

vegetation to create habitat suitable for the breeding 

waders which will return next spring. There is only a very 

short window of opportunity to carry out this work which 

is carried out once the waders have fledged and before 

the wintering wildfowl return. So if you visit in the next 

few weeks and see us out on the islands, this will be the 

reason. 

 

Keep an eye out for our upcoming events which  

include the College lake Artists being in residence from 

Thursday 21
st
 to Monday 25

th
 September.  

Details for this and our other events can be found at  

http:/www.bbowt.org.uk/whats-on 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 
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HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
Temporary Traffic Measures and road closures during the 

Tour of Britain Cycle Race (Extract). 

1) that length of Kiln Road/Toms Hill Road, Aldbury from its junction with B4506 New Road north 

westwards, south westwards, northwards and north westwards to its junction with Station 

Road, a distance of approximately 1874 metres. 

 

2) that length of Station Road, Aldbury from its junction with Toms Hill Road south westwards, 

north westwards, south westwards and north westwards to its junction with Northfield Road, a 

distance of approximately 1390 metres. 

 

3) that length of Northfield Road, Aldbury from its junction with Station Road north westwards to 

a point 29 metres south east of its junction with the B488 Upper Icknield Way/Westfield Road 

roundabout, a distance of approximately 2168 metres. 

 

4) that length of B488 Upper Icknield Way, Bulbourne/B488 Bulbourne Road, Tring from a point 

124 metres south west of its junction with the Northfield Road/Westfield Road roundabout 

south westwards to its junction with Tringford Road, a distance of approximately 1853 metres. 

 

5) that length of Tringford Road, Tring from its junction with B488 Bulbourne Road north west-

wards, westwards and north westwards to its junction with the B489 Lower Icknield Way/

Tringford Road roundabout, a distance of approximately 1403 metres. 

 

6) that length of Wingrave Road, Tringford/Gubblecote from its junction with the B489 Lower 

Icknield Way/Tringford Road roundabout north westwards and northwards to its junction with 

Tring Road, a distance of approximately 1735 metres. 

 

7) that length of Tring Road, Gubblecote/Long Marston from its junction with Wingrave Road 

north westwards to its junction with Station Road, a distance of approximately 837 metres. 

 

8) that length of Station Road, Long Marston from its junction with Tring Road north westwards 

for a distance of approximately 2857 metres. 

 

There are no alternative routes available for vehicles whilst the event takes place. However  

vehicular access to properties in these roads will be maintained whenever possible 

throughout the duration of the event. 

 

These sections of roads will be closed between the hours of 10.00am and 12.00midday on 

Saturday 9 September 2017, when signs are in place. 
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Cross Words……...A Story of Longub Puttastone              by Martin Winship 

WHEN the idea of a Scrabble night was first suggested, 

Rupert, landlord of the Half Head pub, was to begin with 

dubious and unenthusiastic. It seemed to him that it was an 

unlikely event to attract more customers, but then he was a 

traditionalist; he instinctively felt more at home with darts, 

dominoes and shove ha’penny – games, in other words, with 

beer in their veins. But he was also a believer in trying  

anything once, so he knocked up a couple of posters and 

pinned them up on the walls. To his great delight and  

surprise, the spaces for people to put their names if they were 

interested rapidly filled up. He was doubly surprised – not 

only because there were so many names, but also because of 

the wide range and diversity of those who signed up. He had 

certainly anticipated that the Winchesters would jump at the 

chance, and equally he had harboured few doubts that Prunella 

Lympe would dragoon her husband into embracing another 

opportunity to make a suitable impression with her friends. 

Nor had the willingness of the vicar to join in raised any 

eyebrows; despite the numerous knocks and shocks he had 

sustained in the fulfilment of his pastoral duties, he showed no 

signs of losing his breathless enthusiasm.  

 

But Rupert was amazed to see that the Gang of Four had put 

their names down for the proposed event – Old Siegfried, Jake 

Sparhawk, Rodney Shoemaker and Thomas Crab. Nice 

enough blokes in their own way he supposed. But that was the 

thing, you see. There really was nothing quite like their own 

way – different in almost every aspect from any other. 

Stubborn, cunning, scheming, self-willed and centred, and 

what the vicar had referred to as “earthy” – but by no stretch 

of the imagination would you ever describe any of them as 

intellectual. Well, thought Rupert, it just goes to show; you 

never can tell. 

 

Several villagers offered to lend the pub their Scrabble sets so 

that multiple games could be played at the same time. Rupert 

accepted these offers, as well as the suggestion that a few of 

the regulars would be happy to provide some snacks for the 

evening. The event was arranged for a Thursday night (usually 

fairly quiet) and Rupert spent part of the afternoon moving 

tables and chairs to accommodate the boards and players. 

People started to arrive soon after seven o’ clock, and trade 

was satisfyingly brisk from the off. Early comers were a few 

of the lads from the football club – again, not obvious 

candidates for a contest of vocabulary. Not the Scrabble kind 

of vocabulary anyway. Rupert had agonised about whether he 

should let the lads join in, but when he noticed that the 

football referee and her partner were  

intending to come along, he was reassured. There would be no 

inappropriate behaviour under her ever-vigilant glare. 

 

The Lympes arrived and caused something of a sensation. 

They were dressed, strange to relate, in matching “his and 

hers” track suits, in an eye-watering shade of lime green. 

Prunella was also sporting a sparkly head band, and both wore 

expensive-looking trainers. “We’ve been in training for this 

evening,” Prunella admitted to the astonished onlookers. “I’m 

sure we’ll manage to hold our own. I must say I was very 

surprised to find we were both still quite flexible and 

energetic.” She gazed about the fairly crowded bar, at the 

more of less solid arrangement of tables. “But where is the mat 

going to go?” She looked round at the circle of blank faces. 

“You know; the big white square with all those  

coloured circles on it.” Someone tittered. Rupert smiled, and 

took Prunella by the arm. “Ah, no, Mrs. Lympe. That’s 

Twister you’re thinking of. We’re playing Scrabble – you 

know, little tiles with letters on ‘em.” Prunella flushed a deep 

red which went very well with her track suit, and fervently 

wished she could leave. But she knew that once her husband 

was ensconced in a pub – any pub – it would take at least an 

earthquake or a small war to shift him, so she resigned  

herself to yet another social disaster. 

 

The games began, and the bar quietened down. Only the sound 

of rattling tiles, mumbled comments and the emptying of 

glasses could be heard. Peace reigned – briefly. In his  

contest, Rodney had confounded the forecasters who had 

predicted his annihilation at the hands of Ben Winchester. 

Rodney had established a lead straight away, and was  

steadily scoring well, and putting more distance between him 

and his bemused opponent. Then a spectator, more vigilant 

than the rest, noticed that there were a good many more blanks 

appearing on the board than the rules allowed. Closer  

investigation revealed that Rodney had a pocketful of these 

useful little items. He was not unduly troubled by his  

unmasking; he grinned, shrugged, and resigned, and “made 

everything alright” by buying Ben a pint. 

 

Meanwhile, the vicar was doing his encouraging rounds 

amongst his flock. He genuinely gloried in such events – he 

was inspired by the sense of a community coming together to 

enjoy such innocent pleasure and good company. He had 

paused at several tables, exchanging pleasantries and wishes 

of good luck, and now found himself standing by the game 

table where Old Siegfried and Jake Sparhawk sat, engrossed. 

He beamed benevolently down at their old grey heads. His 

eyes moved to the game board, and slowly focused. The smile 

on his face became a fixed rictus, his eyes opened wide in 

horror, and his hair stood on end. He had to be helped through 

to the snug bar, where he was given a large glass of brandy. It 

was some time before he was recovered enough to make his 

shaken way home to the vicarage. 

 

Old Siegfried and Jake looked at each other across the board, 

winked, clinked glasses, and leered wickedly. 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

ROOFING 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 
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Letters to the editor ... 

From Reg Haslett, Long Marston. 
 

Open and transparent? 
 

Being a resident of Long Marston I contacted Mr. Malcolm 

Morgan, the Chairman of T.R.P.C., by phone. 

I explained that I have a disability which only allows me to 

walk a very short distance and ask if it was possible for him 

to visit me in my home. He asked the reason for the meeting. 

I explained it was about T.R.P.C. business 

 

He asked for my phone number and said he would meet me 

and would let me know when it was possible for him to visit. 

About 30 minutes later my phone rang, it was Mr. Malcolm 

Morgan. He asked for the specific reason I wanted the 

meeting. I explained that it was brought to my attention that 

Dacorum Council now own the Long Marston Playing Field 

and I would like to know when ownership from T.R.P.C. was 

transferred to Dacorum Council. He refused my request for a 

meeting and said he would not now meet me. He then 

suggested I contact Dacorum Council and ask them. I replied, 

that if T.R.P.C. transferred ownership to Dacorum Council, 

surely it is T.R.P.C. who should supply the information I 

require. Mr. Malcolm Morgan said he was sorry but, he could 

not help me. I then finished the phone call. I ask this 

question: Is that a response you would expect from the 

Chairman of T.R.P.C. who say they are open and 

transparent?   

 

We asked Councillor Morgan if he would like to comment 

on Reg's letter and he has given us this reply. 

 

From Councillor Malcolm Morgan, Tring Rural 

Parish Council. 
 

Thank you for bringing to my attention the letter that you 

received from Mr Reg Haslett. Unfortunately, his letter omits 

to include the answer that I gave to him during the telephone 

call of several weeks ago – that I did not know how or 

precisely when Title of the LM recreation ground was 

transferred to Dacorum Borough Council (DBC) but that it 

must have happened before I was elected onto the parish 

council last year. I suggested to Mr Haslett that he contact 

DBC for their understanding of how the transfer took place as 

the parish council was still seeking clarity on the matter. Mr 

Haslett expressed his dissatisfaction with my answer. By way 

of background information, on learning that DBC held Title 

to the recreation ground the new parish council reported it in 

their first meeting in May with an action to follow it up with 

DBC. It transpires that the transfer likely took place in 2007. I 

am unable to discuss the particular piece of land further as 

litigation is pending. 
 

I am delighted and privileged to be serving on a new and 

fully elected council whose members, within four months of 

being formed, have demonstrated great enthusiasm and 

commitment to their role in serving the community. I strongly 

From Phil Buchi, Long Marston. 
 

Patrick Crockett: message of thanks 
 

IN the months since Patrick (The Big American) died, David 

Shirley and I have been able to establish contact with 

members of his family in Independence, Missouri. This took 

some time because of an error in recording an address in 

Patrick's papers. But now we have been able to correspond 

we have received some charming letters in reply. I have been 

asked to pass on the Crockett family's heartfelt thanks to 

Patrick's friends in Wilstone who rallied round and supported 

him as he became more affected by Parkinson's disease, 

particularly his friends at the Half Moon and the community 

shop. I am pleased to do this through the pages of Village 

News. 

From Jenny and Alan Warner, 

Long Marston. 

 

The Angry Chef and Long Marston 
 

WE thought that villagers might like to know that Long 

Marston is mentioned in a recently published book written by 

our son, Anthony Warner. The book is: "The Angry Chef - 

Bad Science and the Truth About Healthy Eating", and the 

mention of our village comes in chapter 3. He describes how 

he dealt with a difficult sous chef earlier in his career and 

solved the problem using the approach of behavioural 

economist Daniel Kahneman. He contrasts Kahneman's 

Nobel Prize with his own lack of formal awards, admitting 

the only prize he ever received was a certificate for second 

place in the best shortbread competition at the Long Marston 

Village Show. He also claims, with tongue in cheek, that: 'I 

was robbed'! 

 

(A review of Anthony's book appears on page 11 in this  

edition. Ed.) 

From Dave Jenkinson 
 

Just remembered about the unknown plant in last months 

issue, I think it looks like a variety of “Verbascum” and if 

that is correct it will probably have or had yellow flowers. 
 

It will be interesting to know, 

urge anyone who has any doubt that this council is open and 

transparent to come to our monthly meeting to see for 

themselves their new council in action. I’m confident that in 

the months ahead you will see the positive impact many of 

our new initiatives will have on our community. 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

Thanks to Wilstone 
 by Anon - no names no pack drill 

Thanks for our village shop 

Coffee or food, in you drop. 

Thanks volunteers for all you do 

Nothing would happen without you. 

Thanks for the pair who opened it again 

Taking a chance – suffering the pain. 

Thanks for our paper boy never seen 

Early morning already has been. 

Thanks to the pair who run our pub 

All good beer, dogs and grub. 

Hours and hours of hard work 

The pair and their staff never shirk. 

Thanks to the committee who run the hall 

Used so often by us all. 

Thanks for the films on monthly nights 

Some with laughter, others frights. 

Thanks to all who ran the fete 

Not this year, much too late. 

Hope the street party we had this year 

Worked so well, of course, no fear. 

Thanks to all who run the church, open to all 

Tuesday coffee, come and call. 

To all of you in the hard working crew 

We appreciate all you do. 

Thanks for all the smiling faces 

Local folk and those from other places. 

Thank you all and God bless 

But in the village -  please no mess! 

 
Apologies if this ode appears later than expected but there  

wasn’t a July edition and  there was no way of contacting the 

sender as it arrived by post - ED 

Cracking Flags September 

1st Uzbekistan 

3rd Red Ensign (Merchant Navy Day) 

6th Swaziland 

7th Brazil 

9th California 

11th Catalonia 

12th Cape Verde 

16th Papua New Guinea 

17th Chequered Flag (Malaya F1 GP) 

18th Chile 

19th Jolly Roger (International Talk Like 

a Pirate Day) 

20th Derbyshire 

24th Guinea-Bissau 

25th Monmouthshire 

29th Westmoorland 

 MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   
Registered Charity No. 1077157 

 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2018, but are concerned that financial resources 
might not match up to the requirements? Are you 
under the age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, 
Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three 
years?  
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation 
for information and an application form. 
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education 
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 
01442 827913 
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk  
Please note that the closing date is 15

th
 November 

2017 to lodge a completed application for grants 
payable from Autumn 2018. 

Dangerous Canisters     by Liz Ayling 

These canisters are being 
found regularly on the Rec 
in Long Marston.  I've 
spoken to the PCSO for the 
area and his advice is to 
clear the canisters away if 
you find them, or call one of 
the PCSO Team and they 
will clear it away.  

 
The canisters themselves are ok to touch and dispose 
of in normal rubbish bins, but could pose a threat to 
small children and pets who may choose to put them in 
their mouths. 
 
If you want more information about Nitrous Oxide 
there's a link below 
 
http://www.talktofrank.com/drug/nitrous-oxide 

No 114 solution  
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

What a glorious day 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

The Community shop ran a pop-up tea room for our 
Open Village day in June.  Set up on the road outside, 
we had a huge range of delicious cakes.  From 
serving bacon butties to stall holders in the morning, 
to dishing up tea and cake to visitors—including the 
magician—we had a brisk trade throughout the event. 
Thanks to all our volunteers for helping to run the 
shop and for producing all the delicious cakes.  We 
were very happy to be part of such an enjoyable and 
successful day. 

Shop News:  We have begun stocking a new Tring Brewery 

beer: Drop Bar, which is already proving extremely 

popular.  It is described as a beer to drink all night long and 

all year round.  A slower, low temperature fermentation and 

dry hopping with Mosaic yields crisp flavours, subtle 

bitterness and a gentle floral, tropical fruit aroma… At 

£2.20 a bottle why not give it a try and see if you agree?  

We’re also going to be stocking the popular locally-made 

Sidepocket sausages in the deli from September. 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

IN the words of the great Bonzo Dog Doodah Band, “Once I 

was a seven stone apology; now I am two separate gorillas”. 

If you have ever glimpsed my heroic stature lurching round 

the villages you may have wondered how I achieved my 

astonishing physique. Well, unlike the hero in the Bonzo song, 

it has had nothing to do with following Mr. Apollo. Up until 

now, my secret has been closely guarded, but I have been 

persuaded to reveal all in the interests of my fellow man (and 

woman). 
 

Put simply, the key is DIET. And in particular, breakfast.

Starting the day the right way has always been recognised as 

crucial to a healthy body (and a healthy mind) – and many 

different dishes have been promoted to fill this important 

niche. We have been exhorted to “Go To Work On An Egg”, 

and assured of “The Best To You Each Morning”, told “About 

The Honey, Mummy” and encouraged with a “Snap, Crackle 

and Pop!” Fiddlesticks, I tell you! 
 

The true elixir of Breakfast is – Black Porridge! Modestly, I 

have to admit that this Ambrosia, this Food of the Gods, this 

Fountain of Youth and Good Looks, this miracle-in-a-dish, is 

entirely my own invention. But you will be now be chomping 

at your spoon, impatient to try this mouth-watering delight, so 

here’s how. You will need; 

 ½ cup porridge oats; ¼ cup water 

 2oz Black Pudding *, Tomato Puree 

 Salt & Pepper, Henderson’s Yorkshire Relish **                                                                            

1) Put the oats in your bowl. Add a pinch of salt.  

 

2) Chop up the Black 

Pudding and add to 

the oats.  
 

3)Add the water and 

stir. Microwave for 2 

½ minutes, stirring 

about half way 

through. 
 

4)Add salt and 

pepper, and a good 

splodge of tomato 

puree.  
 

5)Finish with a 

generous jigger of 

Henderson’s 

Yorkshire Relish, 

and stir again. 
 

6) Then enjoy the 

wonderful experience of eating the best breakfast in the 

world.
* Scottish Black Pudding available from the butchers in 

Dolphin Square, Tring 

**Henderson’s Yorkshire Relish available from Wilstone 

community shop. 

Breakfast on - Black Pudding by Martin Winship 

Pure enjoyment 
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The Puttenham Page ………. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

St. Mary’s Church 
HARVEST FESTIVAL  

Sunday, 24th September – 3.30 p.m.
Church decorating will take place on Saturday, 23

rd
 September.   

Any contributions of fruit, vegetables, flowers, greenery, etc. are always 
much appreciated.  All the fruit and veggies will be donated to St.Francis 
Hospice.   Come along on Sunday and sing all the traditional harvest hymns.  
 Harvest Tea served after the service. 

BEDS & HERTS SPONSORED BIKE RIDE
9

th
 SEPTEMBER

St.Mary’s has been very grateful to the Beds & Herts Historic Churches 
Trust for their very substantial donation towards the upgrading work to the 
church. 
 

Jeremy will be cycling for St.Mary’s (and if anyone would like to join him, he 
would be most pleased) and Christine, plus helpers, will be providing food 
in Cecilia Hall for all the hungry cyclists throughout the day.  The clue is in 
the word SPONSORED.  If you would kindly help by sponsoring either  
Jeremy or Christine & “Co.” please contact on either 01296 668337 or 
 07514 548289 with your contribution.  
 

We shall be most grateful for your help to repay the Beds & Herts.. 

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday, 30

th
 September -  2 p.m.

Cecilia Hall, Puttenham

Another Jumble Sale is upon us.  Your offers of help on the day or with sorting dur-

ing the week prior would be much appreciated.  We can take anything you can fit in 

a car but, please, NO VIDEOS, as we cannot sell these nowadays, technology having 

moved on! 

Jumble may be left in the porch of Cecilia Hall at any time, but the nearer you can 

leave it to the week prior would be good. 

 

Please contact Christine if you can help in any way: 07514 548289 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 

 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

An unrivalled variety of vodka, brandy, gin and 
fine malt whisky. Here are some current offers. 
Absolut Citron vodka. Usually £29.99, now £19.99 to readers. 
Belvedere vodka (Poland). Usually £38.99, but £35 to readers. 
Grey Goose vodka (France). Usually £38.99, this month £35. 

Torres 10 Gran Reserva brandy (Spain). Was £21.99, now £19.99. 
Gran Capatz Brandy de Jerez. £19.99, offer price £15.99. 

And we always have a great selection of Prosecco, Champagne and 
other fine wines. Having a party? We can offer a discount on cases. 

 

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2.30pm-10.30pm. Fri and Sat:  
12.30 - 11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. While stocks last. Offers end 30 November 2017. 
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Didier Jaquet 

Mega Stick Sunday 

Sunday 17 September 
MEGA Stick Sunday is back. On 17 September, the 

churches in and around Tring try to raise money for 

Christian Aid. We do this by a sponsored walk around 

some or all of the churches within our Team. If you walk 

to all five, you will end up walking around 13 

miles.  People young and old will walk it with the 

common aim of supporting Christian Aid, whose vision is 

simply to end  

poverty. 

 

September is also the time we celebrate Harvest 

Festival. It is a chance to give thanks to God for the food 

which sustains human life, acknowledge God as creator 

and commit ourselves to be responsible stewards for our 

world. An important part of any Harvest Festival is the 

giving, whether that is money, a loaf of bread or a tin of 

vegetables. We give to others less fortunate than  

ourselves. 

 

I don’t know about you but I seem to be forever receiving 

requests for donations to support this or that charity, 

whether it’s through Facebook, television, the post or on 

the streets. Don’t get me wrong, I think giving is good. It 

helps us to look beyond ourselves and can alleviate real 

suffering. However, I feel wary if my giving is entirely 

dependent upon my being ‘guilted’ into giving. That my 

giving is done just to make me feel better. I wonder then 

actually who am I helping: the person whose sad face 

stares out at me from the charity envelope or am I more 

concerned about assuaging my guilt? I suppose for the 

recipient of my munificence it scarcely matters. 

 

I don’t have any magic answers about which charity we 

ought to support – though if you are able to help us with 

our Mega Stick Sunday that would be great. But when 

we are faced with so much turmoil in the world and when 

there are so many causes to support, it might not be a 

bad idea for us to think from time to time about what and 

why we are giving to one charity over another, or, even, 

if we aren’t giving at all. 

 

What sort of world are we trying to create, when we 

give? For I don’t know many people who give without 

hoping for some change. What is the change we are 

searching for? And is my giving confined simply to that 

which is financial or am I going to help in other ways - 

am I prepared to use my time and talents too? If either of 

the answers to these questions are negative, then what 

are we doing? 

 

It seems to me that giving is vitally important. The world 

is too full of suffering for those who have plenty not to 

share with those who have nothing. It also allows us to 

appreciate what we have and to be grateful. Giving is 

also an important part of loving – in loving I give of 

myself. 

 

It’s why in the end, when we give of ourselves (and not 

just our money) do we truly reveal what we love. May be 

when we start to consider to what causes we are giving 

we might find the answers as to why surprising. 

 

Mega Stick Sunday on Sunday 17th September - a route of around 13 

miles taking in the 5 churches of the parish (which can be run!) and a 

shorter walk home. 

 

Starts from Wilstone Church at 3.30pm.  

 

All routes finish at Tring Church with a short service at 5pm followed by a BBQ. 

Sponsor forms in the churches or contact Janet@tringteamparish.org.uk 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click o

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency                     0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan    01296 661747r 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Lucy Bancroft     email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann                    01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward  01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Thank you 5
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  
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Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the October2017 

edition is: Wednesday 20 September 2017.  
 

The editor is Caroline Clist 
 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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WI News       by Maggy Winship 

JULY is the month when we hold our birthday party. We 

were pleased to welcome members from other groups in 

our area to a social evening, including quizzes and a 

delicious buffet. 

 

In August we had our usual important role at the Village 

Show, keeping people supplied with tea and cakes 

throughout the afternoon. Our Hook-a-Bag stall was very 

popular, and everyone who had a go left with a prize. 

Our most recent evening was a favourite with the 

Committee, as this is the meeting in which the members 

organise everything. Our surprise speaker was Phil 

Madley, a caustic wax artist, who lives and has his 

studio in Wilstone. He demonstrated how he creates 

amazing pictures by the use of wax, an iron and a 

duster, and had us all laughing at his anecdotes. Anyone 

wishing to try their hand at this is able to book up for one 

of his courses, which look like fun and probably rather 

messy. 

 

Our walking group has been out and about, dodging the 

showers around Ivinghoe Beacon and Ashridge. 

At the end of August members of our group will be 

exhibiting their craft skills at the Bucks Show. The 

competition is entitled "A Victorian Room", and includes 

examples of art, needlecraft, baking and flower 

arranging, all displayed in a miniature Victorian kitchen. 

We have some exciting speakers coming up, so keep an 

eye on the Parish Notice Board for the latest information. 

 

Hospice News - September 

ANYONE who has a relative or close friend with a life-

limiting illness will appreciate the importance of hospices 

during this difficult period in the lives of the patient and 

all involved. The support that hospices provide at this 

time is invaluable and we at The Hospice of St Francis 

serve patients and families across West Herts and South 

Bucks, providing free expert care and support. 
 

People often think that we are funded by the NHS, but in 

reality, we receive less than 20% of our over £5m annual 

running costs from the Government. For the remainder, 

we rely on voluntary donations. If you would like to help 

us raise funds to ensure that we can sustain our vital 

services, , there are a number of exciting fundraising 

events coming up this autumn. Here’s just a taste of 

them! 
 

Mud Pack Challenge 

If you haven’t signed up yet for our legendary Mud Pack, 

don’t delay! Nearly 700 people have already signed up 

to get filthy in our five or 10-mile muddy obstacle 

challenge around the stunning grounds of Ashridge 

House and there are just 200 places remaining! 

Grab your friends, step out of your comfort zone and 

challenge yourself for charity on Sunday 15 October.  

Registration costs £35 per person (including your 

exclusive Mud Pack T-shirt).  Sign up now at 

stfrancis.org.uk/mudpack 

Wedding Dress Ball 

If you fancy something more sophisticated and you’re 

looking for a chance to wear your wedding dress or 

favourite bridesmaid’s dress again, why not join us at our 

inaugural Wedding Dress Ball on Saturday 7 October. 

Whatever your marital status enjoy this unique evening  

set in the stunningly 

refurbished Pendley 

Manor, Tring, which will 

include a drinks reception, delicious three-course meal, 

entertainment, photo booth, raffle and live auction. 

Tickets priced £65 per person, or £600 for a table of 10 

are available from our website. 

What’s Your Hospice Challenge? 

Take on a run, walk, cycle or sky dive to support The 

Hospice of St Francis and really push your limits!  Visit 

stfrancis.org.uk/challenge to choose your Hospice 

challenge. Alternatively, if you’d like to travel further 
afield, come and find out more about our adventurous 

Trek Sahara in November 2018 at our Trek Sahara 

Open Evening on Tuesday 7 November at 6.30pm.  

Farewell to Steve Jamieson 
Finally, we were sad to bid a fond farewell last month to 

our Chief Executive Officer, Steve Jamieson, who has 

left us to take up the helm at The Society and College of 

Chiropodists and Podiatrists in London. 

 

Steve had been a committed leader for our organisation 

since  March 2015, during which time he has overseen a 

raft of organisational changes to improve efficiency, 

procedures and our ability to provide the excellent care 

for which we are known – as recognised when we were 

rated outstanding  by the Care Quality Commission in 

2016. 
 

Our search for a new Chief Executive Officer is well 

underway and we hope to announce the appointment of 

a successor shortly.  Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

for regular updates about our care and events or visit our 

website at stfrancis.org.uk to find out more. 
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A Labour of Love     
The making of an Illustrated Story of Wilstone 

IT has taken several decades of dedicated research and 

careful collection and collation of data and photographs, 

to produce this remarkable publication, “The Story of 

Wilstone.” Village resident John Painter has undertaken 

this marathon task over ten years. Whilst the late Dick 

Gomm had also previously researched village history, 

some of which has been included and acknowledged in 

this book, John’s research was  

independent of Dick’s.  As well as undertaking detailed 

investigation of the village going back hundreds of years, 

this 50 page bound document with over 200  

illustrations is the result of so much painstaking work. 

Wilstone was known as Wivelestorne in 1232 and the 

name meant Wifel’s thorn tree.  

 

The village was mentioned in the Domesday book, as an 

outlying village of Tring, but there is evidence that earlier 

settlements will be much older than that. Many archaeo-

logical finds have been made around the village, particu-

larly the fields around Great Farm and the reservoirs. 

The book contains many illustrations and 17
th
 century 

maps, as well as many photographs of village properties. 

There is a delightful report of misdemeanours at the Half 

Moon in May 1662, where the landlord, William Smythe, 

was fined for selling ale on a Sunday! Moving on to the 

mid 1800’s, John catalogues the decline in Wilstone, 

with nearly half the population having moved away, and 

the village became almost abandoned. Fascinating stuff, 

and whether you live in the village or not, this labour of 

love is of huge historical interest to us today, and a 

treasure chest of recollections for future generations.  

So, John has now completed this extraordinary work, 

which will soon go on sale at the village shop and at 

Meads Farm shop. It has just gone to print and we are 

producing a limited run of 200 copies, and the costs for 

doing so have been donated by Wilstone Village Hall, 

Meads Farm, and many, many individuals.  

At the time of writing this piece though, we are short of 

around £400, so if anyone out there would like to help 

John fulfil his ambition of completing this work, you can 

donate at the Half Moon or the Community Shop. Cur-

rently, John is managing the printing of this document 

from his hospital bed where he has been recovering 

from an infection as a result of chemotherapy. By the 

time this magazine is printed, we hope he will be back 

home and recovering from his ordeal. 

 

The Story of Wilstone goes on sale in September priced 

around £15. 

 

Written by Peter Walker on behalf of John Painter.

John Painter, Author Extraordinaire. 

The book all Wilstonians should have. 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

The Long Marston Show                                (more pictures by Village News) 

Delightful children's entries - olive penguins, a veggie cat and a veggie sheep with a hedgehog. 

Enthusiastic sack racers heading 

for the finish  and an equally  

enthusiastic beer drinker who is 

maybe just starting! 

“Mo-Jo” kept on playing despite the 

rain; lucky tombola winner; two of the 

floral arrangements; the finalists of the 

popular “World Card Cutting Contest” 

and the dog show finalists. 


