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A CIRCUS parade through Wilstone made a 

colourful opening to the annual village fete 

and fun dog show in June. Queen Jane of 

Wilstonia was accompanied by circus pony 

Joey (who later demonstrated his trick), the 

Ringmaster, an extremely tall Mr Doo on a 

unicycle, Chantelle the human cannonball, 

Wilstone Showgirls in charge of a suspicious 

looking covered wagon, a large group of 

Beavers, children and villagers in circus cos-

tumes and the splendid Hemel Hempstead 
Band.  The street was lined with a great turn-

out of spectators and all seemed to go well 

until they reached the Half Moon. Grum-

blings from the covered wagon then erupted 

into a roar as Hercules the Lion realised he 

could dislodge the top of his cage and make 

a grab at passers-by. But he was no match 

for four showgirls equipped with whips, and 

a crisis was averted. Hercules was secured, 

but clearly not well enough. As Queen Jane 

was delivering her opening speech, the wily 

lion managed to sneak out again and chased 

the startled Queen from the arena.  She was 

not seen again. Oh dear. So, everyone got on 

with the rest of the afternoon which featured 

a performance from circus professional Mr. 

Doo, free circus workshops, a very dodgy 

looking human cannonball act, and yes, Her-

cules and the lion tamer. The fun dog show 

was very popular, as was the double-decker 

playbus for children. A beautiful sunny day 

certainly helped the afternoon along and kept 

the recreation ground full until 5pm. A big 
success all round, we think.  

Above: Hercules the Lion alarms villagers 

with escape bid. 

Below: Villagers relieved after Ringmaster 

and Showgirls manage to restore order. 
(Pictures: John Painter) 

More pictures on other pages 

Solar windfall of £60,000 is in the bank 
The Parish Council has now received the voluntary payment of £60,000 for community pro-

jects made by solar power company Hive Energy. See page 9. 
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Cream teas lead to 
Zambia challenge 
 

ELLA FORDHAM, age 13, from Long Marston, 

is taking part in Tring School's World Challenge 

expedition to Zambia this summer. While experi-

encing something of life in Africa, she will be 

taking part in a project to build a shop in a rural 

village.  

 

To raise funds for the expedition Ella offered 

cream teas at Long Marston village hall on 31st 

May. On a damp afternoon the excellent teas pro-

vided a welcome diversion from the weather out-

side. Ella recently completed the Yorkshire Three 

Peaks walk for which she was sponsored, as well 

as holding cake sales and a whisky tasting 

(assisted by Dad). 

 

Village News will again be publishing a full-

colour supplement in the autumn featuring this 

year's World Challenge expeditions, and all par-
ticipants are invited to contribute material for the 

supplement. If you would like us to include your 

story and pictures please contact Toby Davidson 

(07970 636168) or email the Editor at:  

editorwlmp@yahoo.com. 

 
(Picture: Phil Buchi) 

Wilstone Circus Fete (see also page 28) 

The fierce lion now back in the cage.       (Picture: Graham Thorpe) 

A pair of right chancers hoping to play their cards right. 

Left: The kids play 

bus was very popular. 
(Picture: Colin Reedman) 
 

Right: Essential staff.  

Still smiling after four 

hours pulling pints. 
(Picture: John Painter) 
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done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
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Let us know if we are not! 
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Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.  

Editor this month: Phil Buchi 
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email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
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Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist  

John McCall, Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

  
 

 

THE first meeting of the newly elected parish council in 

June turned out to be more controversial than expected. 

Councillors certainly have to handle some tricky issues 

over the next few months and it is clear that there are 

differing views within the community.  Borrowing money 

for building improvements, and investing the £60,000 

received from solar park developer Hive Energy are both 

subjects likely to attract a variety of opinions. Turn to page 

8 for the full story. 

 

There are certainly some great pictures of the Wilstone 
Circus Fete in this edition. A fine sunny day helped the fun 

along too. Does anyone know what became of that lion? 

After capturing Chantelle the Human Canonball he was 

not seen again all afternoon. Very strange. If anyone 

knows, do write in. 

 

I hope that the Long Marston Show on 1st August enjoys 

similar fine weather. On page 6 you can find out how to 

make your nomination for the Thomas Chapman Award, 

and there is information about the Show too.  

See you there. 

                                                       Phil Buchi 

 

Note there is no August edition.  
The next edition will be for September 2015 

and the deadline for items is:  

Wednesday 19 August 2015. 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us  

at any of the services. 
 

 

5 July 

10am  St. Cross WfA 

10am All Saints Sunday Worship 

6pm St. Cross Evening Prayer 

 

12 July 

8.15am St. Mary’s Holy Communion 

10am  St Cross Sunday Worship 

10am All Saints Holy Communion 

6pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

19 July 

10am  St. Cross Holy Communion 

10am All Saints Sunday Worship 

4.30pm Puttenham Worship for All 

 

26 July 

10am St. Cross Sunday Worship 

10am  All Saints Holy Communion 
3.30pm St. Mary’s Evensong 

Read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

All Saints  Long Marston  
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Times for mobile library Route 72 
 

Thursday fortnightly: 9, 23 July and 6 ,20 August  .  

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.00 to 11.20 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.25 to 11.55 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  12.50 to 13.15 

Puttenham (Church Lane)  13.20 to 13.45 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15 

���������	
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Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 1 July   Puttenham Cecilia Hall 

Wednesday 5 August  Wilstone village hall 

Sunday 28 June 

Wilstone Open Gardens and Allotments, 2 - 5pm. 

Saturday 4 July 

Cheddington Fete, The Green. 

Saturday 11 July 

Concert: The Ridgeway Ensemble, All Saints LM. 

Tuesday 14 July 

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start: 

ECB Second XI trophy - Unicorns v Leicestershire 2nd XI. 

Friday 10 July 

Cecilia Tea Rooms, Puttenham, 3 - 5pm. 
Wednesday 15 July  11.00 start 

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start: 

ECB Second Trophy - Unicorns v Yorkshire 2nd XI. 

Sunday 19 July  

Presidents team v Mike Deans XI at LM Cricket Club 

Saturday 1 Aug 

Long Marston Village Show - incorporating flower and 

produce show. 

Wednesday 12 August & Thursday 13 August 

Cricket Camp at Marlins (LMCC) - see ad. 

Sunday 16, Mon 17,Tues 18 August 

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start all days: 

Minor Counties Championship - Hertfordshire v Suffolk. 

29, 30 & 31 August 

Marsworth Flower Festival. 

Saturday 5 September 

Scarecrow competition, Central Farm, Long Marston. 

Friday 11 September 

Cecilia Tea Rooms, Puttenham, 3 - 5pm. 

Saturday 3 October 

Jumble sale, Puttenham, 2pm start. 

Saturday 10 October 

'60s & '70s Gala Night at Wilstone Village Hall. 
Friday 16 October 

Wilstone film night: first show of new season. 

Saturday 31 October 

October Supper, Puttenham. 

Friday 20 November 

Wilstone film night. 

A Concert of French  
and English Music 
THE RIDGEWAY ENSEMBLE 
Saturday 11th July with 

Judith Sheridan – Voice 
Margaret Richards – Cello 
Valerie Ashworth-Pirillo – Piano 
William Winfield - Reader 
 

Following their successful Spring programme last year, the 

Ridgeway Ensemble return to All Saints’ Church, Long Marston, 

on Saturday July 11th with ‘Entente Cordiale’, a concert of French 
and English music. The locally based ensemble (Judith Sheridan, 

voice, Margaret Richards, cello, and Valerie Ashworth-Pirillo, 
piano) have been performing in the area for several years, giving 

concerts at Claydon House and the University of Buckingham as 
well as many local churches, and this summer will be performing 

‘Entente Cordiale’ on a tour of southern France. They are again 
joined by reader William Winfield for this varied programme of 

classical and light music with poetry and prose readings exploring 

the relationship between Britain and France. 

 
Tickets £8 available from Rev'd Jane Banister  

jcbanister@btinternet.com  
 01442 822170, and on the door. 

������
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From Jill Walker, Chairman, Wilstone Fete Committe. 

 

Wilstone Circus Fete 2015 - thank you! 
 

Wilstone Fete Committee would like to thank the following 

for their donations and support of the raffle this year. 

Meads Farm Shop, Maggie's Jewellers, The Market House, 

Pendley Manor, Wilstone Community Shop, Wilstone Vil-

lage Hall, Da Vinci Restaurant, M&S, Tesco, Totality Day 

Spa, Olive Limes Restaurant, Tring Brewery, Altered Image 

Hair Salon, The Rex Cinema. 

We would like to make special mention of the huge support 

and help from Guy and Abi from The Half Moon. Also, 

Jenny and Simon Mead for their generous contributions who, 

amongst other things, donated all of the home-produced beef 

burgers for the BBQ. Delicious, and a sell out! Also to Eve-

lyn Chapman and her team from The Long Marston Dog 

Training School for running the Fun Dog Show. 

The Circus Fete was a great success and blessed with won-

derful weather. We believe to have seen a record number of 

visitors and have had some fabulous and very rewarding 

feedback on the whole event. I would also like to take the 

opportunity to say a huge thank you to all who helped in any 

way towards the fete - too numerous to mention! It just 
couldn't happen without all the brilliant volunteers.  

 

                                                             Jill Walker 
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LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE  
& LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6) 
MOST EVENINGS (6-11) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES/CLUBS  
AND LIVE MUSIC GIGS! 

 
For more details and to book,  

ring Liz Ayling on 07973 786389. 

Saturday 5 December 

Christmas Fayre at Long Marston School. 

Friday 18 December 

Wilstone film night. 

Friday 15 January 2016 

Wilstone film night. 

Friday 19 February 

Wilstone film night. 

Friday 18 March 

Wilstone film night: last show of the season. 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm   

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm  

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon 

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   
Registered Charity No. 1077157 

 
Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2016, but are concerned that financial resources might 
not match up to the requirements? Are you under the 
age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, Long Marston, 
Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring, Wigginton or 
Wilstone for at least three years?  
 
To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for 
information and an application form. 
 
Website: www.tringcharities.co.uk/education  
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 
01442 827913. Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk 
 
Please note that the closing date is 15 November 
2015 to lodge a completed application for grants pay-
able from Autumn 2016. 

 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 
No 94 Moderate 

                                                  Solution on page 20. 

Long Marston Show 1st August 
Turn to pages 6 and 7. 
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Entries invited for the Long Marston 
& Puttenham Horticultural Show  
Saturday 1st August 2015                                         by Sally Smith 

DO the words ‘village show’ conjure up images of welly 

wanging, hoopla and coconut shy? Or do they make you think 

of tug-o-war, tombola and plant stalls? To those involved with 

the annual Long Marston & Puttenham village show, they 

mean any and all of these things together with an element of 

the weird and wacky! 

 

The first show was organised in August 1936 and almost 

every year since then the show has been held on Long Marston 

Recreation Ground on the first Saturday in August.  This year 

is no exception.  The ‘rec’ will be a hive of activity from 2pm 
– 5pm, whilst in the Victory Hall there will be the annual Hor-

ticultural Exhibition for both adults and children.  Entries are 

welcome from everyone and will be judged strictly, fairly and 

anonymously; so when the show programme lands on your 

doormat why not see which classes you could enter and have a 

go. 

 

The success of the show depends entirely on your support, 

both in terms of attendance and entries and input from every-

one in the community is an intrinsic part of the day.  All mon-

ies raised on the day are used to support community events 

during the year for the benefit of everyone, so come along and 

be part of a traditional, community event.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Nominations for the Thomas Chapman Award for 
‘outstanding contribution to the villages’           by Toby Davidson 

THOMAS CHAPMAN was a gentleman farmer who lived 

and worked Folly Farm in Potash Lane for most of his life. An 

upbeat and kindly man, he was always generous with both his 

time and money. For a number of years, he was chairman of 

the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society as well 

as being involved in all aspects of village life. 

 

He particularly loved the Annual Village Show especially the 

‘Stepping the Chain’ game for which he would always donate 

a bottle of whisky as a prize. The Tombola was also a popular 

draw thanks to his generous patronage. With his philosophy 
“never you mind boy, everything will be alright on the day” he 

endeared himself to all aspects of village life. 

 

It was therefore right that the Society decided to create a tro-

phy to honour his memory – 

 

‘in recognition of their outstanding contribution, over many 

years, to the life of the village communities of Long Marston, 

Puttenham, Gubblecote and Astrope’. 

 

The trophy chosen was for Outstanding Contribution to the 

Village and the wording above, used on the certificate being 

carefully chosen by the society to reflect how the society felt 

about Tom’s outstanding contribution to the village during his 

lifetime. The trophy itself is a model of Tom’s old tractor and 

was made by Tring School. 

 

The first time the award was presented, the Horticultural Soci-

ety wanted to involve Tom’s family so they asked his son 

Adrian to come along to the show and he presented the first 

trophy. We are sure, knowing Tom, that he would have loved 

having an award in his name. 

 
The Horticultural Society are now looking for nominations for 

this year’s award to be presented at the Village Show on 1st 

August.  

If you know of a worthy recipient, please contact the Chair-

man, Vicky Hayes. Email: vmh604@gmail.com 

 

 

2001 Phyllis Proctor  

2002 Eunice Hall  

2003 Tina Puwar  

2004 Brian Prior  

2005 Christine Rutter  

2006 Carole Harrison  

2007 Daphne Bateman  

2008 Ken Crawford  

2009 John & Margaret Noakes  

2010 Colette Bernard  

2011 Jean Bygate  

2012 Michael Tomlinson  

2013 Glenys Jeffrey  

2014 Serena Williams  

Previous winners of the Thomas 
Chapman Award 
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Election result challenged 

IT was a fractious beginning for the newly-elected parish 

council members at their first meeting on 3rd June. The Clerk 

to the Council, Lucy Bancroft, had received eight letters of 

complaint from voters alleging an irregularity in an election 

address issued by one group of candidates. The subject of the 

complaints is the election address printed and delivered to 

homes in the parish on behalf of six candidates: Richard Bri-

ant, Robert Briant, Chris Griffiths, Nick Murrell, Alan 

Winfield and Ollie Wheeler-Cornell.  All six were re-elected. 
The cause of the contention is a sentence in the opening para-

graph: "You have to vote for eight parish councillors, that is 

eight crosses on your parish council ballot paper". Several of 

those who complained attended the meeting to re-enforce their 

point.  That statement was factually incorrect, they contended, 

as voters were free to cast up to eight votes, and ballot papers 

with less than eight crosses were perfectly valid. If voters were 

misled by the statement in the election address it could have 

influenced their voting intention, they said. Chris Mann asked 

councillors: "Do you think it influenced the result?"  There 

were only three votes between two of the candidates, only one 

of whom was elected, so it was pretty close. Councillors were 

not to get to answer Mr Mann's question though, as the Clerk 

advised that the matter had to be referred to the Returning 

Officer for Dacorum together will all the letters received from 

voters. The Returning Officer will decide if there has been any 

breach of election rules. 

 

Loan will cost £4,000 per year 

After considerable debate over many months and a public con-

sultation exercise, the parish council is to go ahead and obtain 

a loan in order to extend and upgrade the council-owned fa-

cilities at the Long Marston recreation ground. Cllr. Olli 

Wheeler-Cornell said that it was misleading to refer to this 

building just as a "sports facility", as the improvements to the 

building would make it more useful for everyone in the com-

munity. The loan would have to be paid back to Dacorum Bor-

ough Council at £4,000 per year, and would be funded by an 

increase in the "Village Precept" component of Council Tax. 
The money for the first year payment was already available 

from general funds. It would be fair to say that there are mixed 

views in the community about this project and how it should 

be paid for. But there is quite a way to go before the loan is 

secured. Full details of the building work and costs have to be 

provided with the application, and the parish council has to 

show that the application has local support. Councillors said 

that an adequate consultation had already been carried out. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674 

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825674 

Ms Andrea Garnham 01296 660767 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190 

Mr John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman) 01296 662207 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202  

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

 

Parish Council Website: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

 
 

Friendly village pub 

Open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday and Monday evenings) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up 

����������	
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Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Children to be consulted 
Before final decisions are taken on how best to invest the 

allocated £40,000 in new and re-furbished play equipment at 

Wilstone and Long Marston recreation grounds, the parish 

council is to invite local children to help them in a special 

consultation. The money has been made available by a hous-

ing developer's "S106" community payment. Parish council-

lors have been industrious in travelling to see playgrounds 

around the county to check out the latest cool stuff and have a 

shortlist of practical ideas, but are rightly nervous about mak-

ing such difficult decisions unaided. 
 

£60,000 solar windfall 

Hive Energy, who built the solar park electricity generator at 

Folly Farm, have now paid their voluntary donation of 

£60,000 for the local community. The money has been re-

ceived by the parish council, and now councillors have to 

decide what to do with it. Several bids for funds have already 

been received from local organisations. The matter will be an 

agenda item for the council meeting on 1st July - take your 

seats early. 
 

New appointments 
At this first meeting after the election councillors voted Mrs 

Ollie Wheeller-Cornell as their new chairman. (The previous 

chairman, Mike Tomlinson stood down from the council at 

the election.) Mr Chris Griffiths was elected vice-chairman. 



 

Village News 

P ag e  1 0  July/August 2015 

Allotment news    
Wilstone Allotment Association 
 
by Ruth Patterson 
 
JUNE, that most beautiful month, has arrived! The sun is high 

in the sky and the days are running at breakneck speed as the 

longest day approaches. Our plots are nearly full and plants 

are now well established. 

  

Early potatoes are showing their first flowers; Broad Beans are 

stretching tall; and Runner Beans are twining up their canes as 

they head for the bright blue sky above. Leeks and Onions and 

Beetroot are growing strong. I have just planted out Cour-

gettes and French beans. Brassicas are thriving in their veggie 

mesh cage - slugs and snails may challenge - but the mesh will 

keep out the white butterflies – I hope! My Blackcurrant, Red-

currant, Raspberry and Blueberry bushes are filling out well 

and I am looking forward to jam making in August. I made a 

new strawberry bed this year and the twelve plants are already 

laden with flowers and ripening fruit, I have picked a breakfast 

bowl of tender sweet strawberries every three days for the past 

two weeks!  

 

Not only are the crops thriving but also the weeds at what 

sometimes seems a faster speed, so we are all trying to keep 

on top of them. I find that weeding one or two beds at a time 

on a rota when I visit the plot works for me - if I am not dis-

tracted by another job! 

 

I took a walk around all the plots last week, and it is such a 

lovely experience seeing what everyone is growing and the 

different designs and layouts of the plots. Julie and Tony have 

set up several more ‘mini’ greenhouses where they are grow-

ing every variety (I think!) of tomato and chilli that exist – as 

well as many other vegs, salad crops and fruit. Following 
months of exhaustive work to install a successful drainage 

system, Richard and Paul have created a plot to be very proud 

of. Not only are they now growing a huge variety of vegeta-

bles and fruit, but they have built 5 star accommodation for 

their chickens, and a number of large cloches. It is also lovely 

to see the small colourful cottage garden that Keith has created 

within their plot, alongside the fruit cage and raised vegetabl-

beds. Stan, Pat and Nicola have just added to their livestock 

‘hotel’ – two ducklings have hatched and been adopted by one 

of their hens! Nicola is keeping a close watch over them. 

Congratulations and thanks to ‘plots and plantsmen’ John 

(Evans) and Ken (Martin), who during the past few months, 

grew all the plants for the Fete Plant Stall – a magnificent con-

tribution, and they sold out very quickly! They also organised 

the fascinating ‘Image Wilstone’ photographic display stands 

of more than 200 old photographs and prints of Wilstone past 

and present. 

 

If you were unable to visit the allotments on Open Gardens 

Sunday on 28th June, do take a walk up there any Saturday or 

Sunday. You are guaranteed to see one or more of us there and 

any offers of help with watering and weeding will not be re-

fused! 
 
 
 

(Pictures on this page by Ruth Patterson.) 

Richard and Paul’s fruit beds. 

Keith’s cottage garden.  

Nicola and the two new ducklings. 
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On reflection  A story of Longub Puttastone                   by Martin Winship 

ONE morning, Alice Ball (“Aniseed” to Old Siegfried) stood 

in front of her full-length mirror, and decided she was getting 

fat. It is the sort of conclusion many women are inclined to 

come to, when they have finished their chores and find time 

for reflection. Alice was not a vain woman, but she considered 

herself reasonably well-preserved, and instantly resolved to do 

something about her weight. 

 

Her friend Florence Huckleberry from the Longub Puttastone 

Tennis and Croquet Club had enrolled in “Poppercize” work-

outs in the village hall, and had frequently enthused about 
them to Alice. And so Alice, never one to linger over her reso-

lutions, rang the organiser and “joined up” there and then. 

Her first challenge was to kit herself out with suitable apparel. 

She drove into town, and bought herself a leotard, in a dashing 

tiger skin pattern. At home, once more in front of the full-

length mirror, she shuddered, and decided it had not been a 

wise purchase. Undaunted, Alice went on line, and tried – 

without success – to find a whalebone leotard, and support 

leggings. In the end, she ordered a rather unflattering, but con-

cealing, track suit, and a pair of serious-looking trainers. 

When her goods arrived, she walked to the village hall for the 

next session. She was immediately involved in a quite unex-

pected fracas, as several stout ladies jostled and elbowed for a 

place on the back row. Eventually, through sheer determina-

tion, Alice was successful, and in the glow of this minor tri-

umph, began to relax. 

 

Until the music started. It was obviously being played at the 

wrong speed – far too fast. None of the other ladies seemed to 

notice. They set off, kicking their legs and waving their arms 

and generally jumping about. As Alice valiantly tried to at 

least appear to be joining in, she realised she was becoming 

fascinated by the peregrinations of a particularly sturdy poste-

rior two rows ahead. It seemed to have a life of its own, as it 

moved first in one direction, then in the other, and eventually 

in both directions at the same time. 

 

When she managed to drag her attention away from this phe-

nomenon, she became aware of two “shapes” outside, at the 

window, and two pairs of eyes apparently fixed on her. When 

she heard, above the thumping music, a cry of “Go it Ani-

seed!” she determined to have a word with Old Siegfried and 
his pal Jake. Assuming she survived the session. 

 

Her heart was thumping. The music was thumping. The whole 

room seemed to be thumping, in time to the energetic prancing 

of scores of enthusiastic women. Alice thought she was start-

ing to get spots before her eyes, until she realised it was flakes 

of plaster shaken from the ceiling.  

 

At last the music finished, and the other ladies prepared to 

leave, chattering and laughing, none the worse for their experi-

ence. Alice felt dizzy and a tad wobbly, and when Florence 

suggested a quick visit the Half Head pub, she readily agreed. 

Rupert, the landlord, recognising a damsel in distress, admin-

istered restorative Gin and Tonics, followed by large portions 

of health-giving chips.  

 

Alice decided that if, in order to Drop a Size, she would have 

to endure more Poppercize, she wouldn’t bother. She resolved 

to use a simpler device; she would turn her full-length mirror 

to face the wall. 

Special offers for readers 
at Village Wines! 
 

INDEPENDENT wine merchants Village Wines of Miswell 

Lane, Tring, have a huge selection of wines, champagnes, 

malt whisky and exotic spirits from around the world. From 

now until the end of July they are offering some special 

prices for readers of Village News. Details of the offers are in 

their advertisement on page 13. To qualify for the special 
prices, just take your copy of Village News when you visit 

their shop. If you prefer to buy by the case, show your copy 

of Village News when you ask for a price. 

 

As well as a full range of wines and beers for everyday, the 

shop is an emporium of vintage wines, impressive cham-

pagnes, and an amazing range of malt whisky. Many of these 

would be hard to find elsewhere, and are not likely to be seen 

on supermarket shelves. Well worth a visit just to have a look 

at the shelves of well displayed stock. Village Wines is at 8 

Miswell Lane, Tring (in the parade of shops). Open seven 

days: Monday to Thursday 2pm-10:30pm; Friday and Satur-

day 12:30-11pm; Sunday 12:30-10:30pm.  
(Offers end 31 July 2015.) 

From Councillor Ollie Wheeler-Cornell 

Chairman, Tring Rural Parish Council. 
 

Information for all parish residents 

from Tring Rural Parish Council 
 

THERE seems to be continuing confusion about the build-

ing on the recreation ground at Long Marston. We refer to the 

building that people import to be 'the football club'. 

Tring Rural Parish Council wishes to clarify the status of 

that building. It belongs to the parish, as does the recreation 

ground. The Parish Council is responsible for its manage-

ment. It is a community asset for use by the parish commu-

nity; that is - anybody in the parish.  

As a Parish Council we would like to promote activities for 

everyone, but especially for the young people within the com-

munity. This facility will be a useful base for this commis-

sion. When building work is complete, rent income will be 

coming from all users.  

In order to alleviate any more misunderstanding we propose 
to use the title: 'Tring Rural Parish Council Community Asset 

Building'. That is, until someone from our younger generation 

comes up with a better name. 

������
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Over 25 years of joinery  

and carpentry experience. 
Home consultation and competitive rates. 

 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  
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Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

Quality wines and spirits at unbeatable prices. 
We specialise in champagne, fine wines, malt whisky, vodka from 

around the world, exotic cocktails and world beers.   

Special offers for Village News readers 
Campo Viejo Rioja Reserva £8.99 • Campo Viejo Rioja Gran Reserva £13.99! 

Grand Reserve Bergerac Cabernet/Merlot £9.99 
Oyster Bay Sauvignon  Blanc £8.99 • Sancerre £13.99 

Bollinger Special Cuvée Champagne £33.00 • Veuve Clicquot £32.00 
Laurent-Perrier Cuvée Rose Champagne £43.00 • Courvoisier 70cl £21.41 
Havana Club Añejo Especial £18.99 • Old Speckled Hen 4 x 500ml £5.60 

 

 Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 - 
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. Offers end 31 July 2015. 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with ���������	

���� Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

T&S TREECARET&S TREECARET&S TREECARET&S TREECARE    
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 

HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED. 
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 

TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 

MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 ���� 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 
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For the community, run by the community 
 
 
We aim to serve the community by: 

• Keeping prices fair 

• Offering a wide range of goods and services 

• Stocking home-made and local produce 

• Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work. 

����������	���	�������������������	���	�������������������	���	�������������������	���	���������				

Did you know?  We are directly supplied by Smiths News Wholesale and can provide you 

with any News or Magazine title you wish. In addition to being able to pick up from the shop 

7 days a week there is a newspaper home delivery service Monday to Friday.  For regular 

newspaper customers we offer a 25 percent discount on monthly magazine titles. 

���������	�����������������	�����������������	�����������������	��������				
Also… some newspaper publishers have a subscription facility, enabling you to buy their 

newspaper at a lower price. For example, The Times (Monday to Friday) is 80p instead of 
£1.20. The way this works is that when you buy a subscription the 
newspaper publisher sends you vouchers which you use to pay 
for the newspaper.  
 
Even though you have paid a lower price the shop sends the 

voucher back to the publisher and receives the full price of the  

paper so the shop does not lose out when you pay by vouchers. 

For anyone taking a newspaper on a regular basis (providing it 

offers a subscription service) then we recommend that you take 

advantage of the subscription service to lower the cost of your 

newspaper. Newspaper vouchers are accepted for titles collected 

from the shop or delivered to you. 

����	����	������������	����	������������	����	������������	����	��������				
Need help? For those who find it difficult to get out and do their regular shopping, we are 

considering offering a home-delivery service.  To register an interest, please ring the shop 

on 01442 891167 or come in and see us. 

����	��	��	������� ����	��	��	������� ����	��	��	������� ����	��	��	������� 				
Want more news? ‘Like’ our Facebook page and you will receive regular noti-

fications of the latest products and offers at the shop, and do feel free to post 

us your suggestions as well, all feedback and ideas are especially welcome! 

Promotional feature for Wilstone Community Shop. 

Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 
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Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

C ecilia  Tea  R oom sC ecilia  Tea  R oom sC ecilia  Tea  R oom sC ecilia  Tea  R oom s    
 

FRIDAY, 10th JULY 
3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 
£3.50 per head 

 

O pen for full afternoon Tea. O pen for full afternoon Tea. O pen for full afternoon Tea. O pen for full afternoon Tea.     

A  w ide range of sand w iches and Cakes, A  w ide range of sand w iches and Cakes, A  w ide range of sand w iches and Cakes, A  w ide range of sand w iches and Cakes,     

and as m uch tea/coffee as you w ish to drink.and as m uch tea/coffee as you w ish to drink.and as m uch tea/coffee as you w ish to drink.and as m uch tea/coffee as you w ish to drink.    
 

You are most welcome to just come along on the day, but booking your 
seat greatly helping with catering.  Tel: 01296 668337. 

    

Our charity this time will be St. Lukes Hospice in Basildon. 

FRIENDS  OF  PUTTENHAM  CHURCH 
 

It gets even better !! 
 

 A figure we could only previously dream of, the total for the Jumble Sale, after a very profitable 

visit to “Pre-Loved” in Aylesbury plus some late money which has come in, we are now at the won-
derful figure of £1549.50 – all produced as a result of re-sale of things that people no longer needed.  

It really is amazing. This money will go towards our funds for the upgrade of St.Mary’s floor and 

heating which is now rapidly reaching the design stage. 

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH 
 
Still on a quest to raise money,  as usual we will be having our usual stall at the Long Marston Horti 
summer show on Saturday, 1st August… 

THE SPINNING JENNY 

Come visit the stall and try your hand at small-time gambling to see if you can win a prize.   

As always, we shall have a wide variety of gifts, both for adults and children, and you get to choose 
your own prize. 

Read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

The Puttenham Trust is a sponsor of Village News.  
This generous annual sponsorship supports the  
magazine and pays for this page. 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 



 

Village News 

Page  19  July/August 2015 

Long Marston Cricket Club: When is the summer coming?   by Paul Dumpleton 

THE longest day will have passed by the time you read this 

article and our playing season will be half way over on the 4th 

July. 

 

First XI continues to find playing in the Cherwell Division 1 a 

different proposition to the lower divisions, and have to battle 

hard for every point. Our stated aim at the start of the season 

for this team was for it to retain Division 1 status. There are 

some stiff  battles to come but all are confident of achieving 

that goal, especially as the ‘youngsters’ are returning from 

university and raring to go. Having reduced the age of our 
First team considerably we now have the problem, not en-

countered before, that team selection early season is compro-

mised. The team is in the bottom two at the time of writing but 

nothing a couple of wins won’t put right. 

 

Second XI is going well in Division 5, and Phil Jackson and 

his team have had some excellent victories and are comforta-

bly placed on the shoulder of the top teams as we attempt to 

gain promotion for this team to Division 4 for the 2016 sea-

son. 

Pete Woodruff continues to coax and cajole the mix of very 

young, very experienced and occasional 3rd XI cricketers in 

Division 8 of the league. Pete’s teams have three wins and are 

sitting in third place at the time of writing. 

 

All our three matches were abandoned on Saturday 13th June 

due to the weather and we have been disadvantaged in some 

areas as those that played and won get 25 points compared to 

6 points for abandonment. 

 
Sunday 28th June sees a very competitive game of cricket as 

we host the stars of the future when Bucks under-17 play 

Oxon under-17 in a 50 over game starting at 11am. The team 

defends the Coronation Cup in the final, to be played at Ascot 

Park Wing on Friday evening 10th July, having beaten both 

Wing and Aston Clinton on the way to the final. 

 

Progress still being made in the Aylesbury Cup with an away 

fixture to Longwick coming up on 26th June. 

Follow progress on: www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub  

Sad spring for Wilstone  

reservoir Oystercatchers 
 

David Mead’s  mention of Oystercatchers in his agricultural 

storyline in the June edition of Village News, leads me to re-

port on the Oystercatchers of Wilstone Reservoir Nature Re-

serve. Two years ago a pair began breeding on the largest of 

the four tern rafts floating in the Drayton pound. In their first 

year they successfully reared one chick and last year  two 

chicks fledged. 

Inland breeding Oystercatchers feed almost entirely on 

earthworms, the larva of crane flies [leather jackets], moth and 

butterfly caterpillars, beetles [wireworms are the larva of click 

beetles] and other large insects and their grubs. As they are 

usually close to water they will also search for fresh water 

molluscs and crustaceans on, in our case, the draw-down 

zones of the reservoirs. 

This year the pair returned as usual in early March and in 

April took up residence on the raft. One of them began incu-

bating at the beginning of April. Incubation usually shared, but 

mostly done by the female, should take up to 24 to 27 days 

commencing with the first egg. As the days and then weeks 
went by with a bird still huddled on the nest and no signs of 

any young . We decided to go out to the raft on the evening of 

the 10th of June to look see. Sadly we found that the adults had 

been sitting on just one addled and broken egg. (See the photo 

at www.FoTR.org.uk)  So much parental care and expectation 

to no avail. 

Were there ever any other eggs? If so what happened to 

them. Perhaps they could not find enough food to produce 

more than one egg. Many other species of birds are finding 

this Spring a very difficult one to raise young in. Maybe David 

Mead’s wild flower meadow will provide a fruitful hunting 

ground for the Oystercatchers next Spring!    

 

John Taylor,   
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust,  

Tring Reservoirs Nature Reserve. 

Oystercatcher (RSPB illustration) Broken egg    (Lynne Lambert) 

The editor adds: Thanks for completing the picture John. 

There are indeed many splendid photographs of local sight-

ings on the Friends of Tring Reservoirs website.  

Recommended viewing.    www.FoTR.org.uk 

Crime figures from Herts Police 
 

Herts Police have published the following May crime figures 

for Tring Rural Parish and for the whole of Dacorum. 

 

 

 

Dwelling burglary - 1 (28 in Dacorum) 

Burglary, other - 0 (29 in Dacorum) 

Criminal damage - 0 (97 in Dacorum) 

Vehicle crime - 0 (67 in Dacorum) 

Anti-social behaviour - 0 (269 in Dacorum) 
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No. 94 solution  
 

THE last time I wrote for Village News, I was mourning 

reaching the end of the television series, Breaking Bad. 

Thankfully, I got a number of recommendations for what to 

take up next. Better call Saul was by far the most popular and 

so I am looking forward to putting my feet up, opening a bot-

tle of beer and catching up on a bit of this box-set. Not that 

that is likely to be happening any time soon. Because June and 

July are going to be some full on months (as I write this I am 

looking forward, but appreciate that by the time you get Vil-

lage News some of these events will have already taken 

place). 
  

On Father’s Day, we enjoyed our regular Stick Sunday walk 

which started from St Cross, Wilstone. Stick Sunday (so 

named because the children who join us often compete to col-

lect the biggest sticks they can find) has been a real suc-

cess:  people from all around the parish spending some time 

together, enjoying the countryside. The walk is finished by a 

sit down, a short service and some tea of sandwiches, crisps 

and juice - basically all the things that will soon reverse all the 

good we have done during our walk.   

  

Then on 28 June 2015, again at St Cross, I was licensed by the 

Archdeacon of St Albans to be an associate minister in the 

Tring Team Parish. This means the Bishop has authorised me 

to carry on in this Team and work alongside Huw, Jane, our 

new curate, Graham, and the rest of the Ministry Team. I re-

main a self-supporting minister which means I am unpaid and 

so will carry on working with my wife in the family business.   

  

The same weekend, we joined in with the celebrations for 

Tring 700 and we also got our first glimpse of the new Bishop 

of Hertford as he came to lead our service of celebration at St 

Peter & St Paul’s Church,  

Tring, on the Monday night.  

  

Looking forward to 5 July 

2015, our new curate, Gra-

ham White is being or-

dained – church speak for 

‘being made’ - a deacon. He 

will start in the parish on 6 

July 2015 and his joining us 

marks an important stage in 
fulfilling our vision for a 

chaplaincy team at Tring 

School. He will be trained 

in precisely the same way as 

any other deacon but his 

focus will be on the school, 

working alongside Jane 

Banister to take the chap-

laincy project further. That 

doesn’t mean Graham will 

be a stranger to our Team’s churches. In July, the White Tour 

begins and he will visit each of the Team’s churches. He’ll be 

at All Saints on 26 July at 10.00am; St Mary’s at 3.30pm and 

at St Cross on 23 August 2015 so we can all welcome him.   

  

Graham trained down the road at Ripon College Cuddesdon 

but before that he lived in London and was one of the Dioce-

san Youth Advisors. He worked to try and draw children and 

young adults into church life. So we look forward to learning 

lots from him. 

  

Some of you may be wondering about Jo’s replacement. At its 

meeting on 10 June, the Tring Team Parish Church Council 
committed to finding a replacement Team Vicar who will be 

licensed to the Team Parish but will live in Aldbury Vicar-

age.  A parish profile and job description are being drawn up 

and an advert will be placed in the Church Times.  The ap-

pointment will be made by the Bishop of Hertford and the 

Team Rector. We are hoping and praying for a great candidate 

to replace Jo. So you’ll appreciate that watching any box-sets 

at the moment is not going to be easy with all that’s going on 

but then I suppose that’s why we have the long winter eve-

nings!                         

                                       Have a great summer. Didier. 

Nathan won the last Stick  

Sunday find-the-biggest-stick 

competition. 

Rev'd Didier Jaquet (right) officiates at the Wilstone fete 

tombola in June.                                   (Picture: John Painter) 

Sudoku 
by Colin Moore  
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Local  
General Builder  

 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

 Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

 

ROOFING 
Specialist in  

Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 
Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 

56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  
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A year of investment at  

Wilstone village hall 
 

A HEALTHY income from hiring and events has allowed the 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee to invest over £7,000 in 

repairs and improvements in the past year, the AGM on 13th 

May was told. The main project was a complete refurbishment 

of the gent's toilets. A successful village fete, and the social 

events programme (particularly the popular film nights and 
wine quiz) has also contributed to a total income of £26,699 in 

the year ended 31 March 2015. Expenditure rose to £25,847 

(from £17,253 in the previous year), but this still left a surplus 

for the year of £852 to add to reserves. Committee Chairman, 

Richard Smissen proposed, and the AGM agreed, that the pro-

gramme of refurbishments and improvements would continue 

in 2015. 

 

 

More colour for Village News 
 

THE experiment in 2014 and 2015 with four pages of full col-

our on selected editions had been judged a success by readers, 

and was well worth the additional cost, the AGM of Village 

News heard in June. The AGM agreed that the use of four-

page colour covers would be extended as funds allowed. The 

addition of a new sponsor in 2015, Wilstone Community 

Shop, would enable editors to provide more "colour" editions 

in the year ahead. Advertising Manager Graham Thorpe re-

ported that the number of advertisers had remained broadly 

constant over several years. As a result, Treasurer Toby 

Davidson was able to present a very healthy set of accounts 

for the year ending 31 December 2014, with a respectable 

closing reserve of £2,084. The accounts for 2014 were ap-

proved. It was agreed to again produce a World Challenge 

colour supplement in the autumn. Chairman Phil Buchi 

thanked the many people who worked behind the scenes each 

month to make the process work, and the regular contributors 
who provided interesting things to print. 
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Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 
kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 
 

Call John Byrom  
in Pitstone 

07860 340130 
 

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 

 
Fed up of doing your ironing? 

Let me do it for you. 
£3.50 per kilo 
Shirts £1.00 

Bedding £1.50 - £3.50 
 

Please contact me on 07770993784 / 01442767319 
eyvindssonkate@yahoo.co.uk 

����������	��
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26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 
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ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 • TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 
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Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 
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MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com 

���������������������	�����	��	�	���
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

$����������3�����������8�5��
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Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Steve Hunneysett                01707 354192  

PCSO Lee Clements   01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 
John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202  

Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Emma Lynch   07870 729950 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965 171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Margaret Kelland   01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 

Sue Barraclough 01296 668272 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for items to go in the next edition is: 

Wednesday 19 August 2015. 
 

Your editor will be John McCall 
 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Where to Try 
Whitchurch Morris Men          by John King 
 

AT the end of May this year I found myself changing jobs.  

Not wishing to make a great deal of moving on, I asked those 

who wished to, to come and try an evening out with the Side 

and some did.  One colleague said to me the following day 

that she’d always pooh –pooh’d the idea of Morris with han-

kies and sticks and shared this perspective with her sisters.  

However, having tried it she was won over and had told her 

sisters as much.  Great fun, great exercise and great people. 
 

So where might you find such events happening elsewhere?  

One such event happens in St Michael’s Street in St Alban’s 

on the 1 July 2015.  From 8 – 10 pm, traffic is redirected giv-

ing way to an evening of music and dance based on the two 

remaining pubs and continues until closing time.  Started in 

1988, the evening has established itself as an annual event 

which always occurs on the first Wednesday of July.  Much 

has changed over the years and now they even let Scottish 

dancers join in. 
 

The principal participants include Sides that dance Cotswold, 

Border, North West and Rapper.  Singers and musicians from 

the Redbourn Folk Club together with young Irish musicians 

from Comhalthas Ceolteori Eirann add a wider flavour.  The 

whole evening is called together by the bell ringers of St Mi-

chael’s church who begin at 7 pm.  The whole evening is free 

except for providing your own refreshments so all you have to 

do is join in.  Postcode AL3 4SH will get you there. 
 

Going back a little while ago, we had a Whitsun wedding 

when our Squire, Harry married his fiancé Louise on the 29 

May (see picture) and hence our practice of the Headington 

Quarry dance – the 29 May. Attended by the Towersey and 

Whitchurch Morris Men, Louise is being danced around to 

The Rose, a Fieldtown dance from the village of Leafield in 

Oxfordshire. 
 

Meanwhile our 8pm Tuesday programme for July looks like 

this:- 

7 July; The Broad Leys, Wendover Road, Aylesbury 

14 July; The Betsey Wynne, Swanbourne 

21 July; The Chandos Arms, Weston Turville 

25 – 26 July; Ulverston Tour of Cumbria with the Furness 

Morris Dancers. 
 

If you want to join us please come along or for further infor-

mation about learning to dance go to our website at 

www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk   

Wassail, John King. 

Wedding celebration for Louise and Squire Harry. 

Summer term at First 

Steps Pre-School 
 

by Emma McDevitt 
 

THE end of summer term is fast approaching and we will 

have spaces for new children in September, please feel free to 

come and have a look around before we break up for the sum-

mer holidays on July 17th.  We have an open morning on July 

2nd from 9:30am and all are welcome. 

Our 14 older children will be moving across the road to 

Long Marston School in September.  We will be very sad to 

say goodbye but are also excited for the children as they start a 

new chapter in their childhoods.  We work closely with the 

school and coordinate our drop-off and pick up times, the chil-

dren are already familiar with the school grounds as we use 

them regularly for play but over the next few weeks they will 

be getting ready for the transition.  The children have been 

doing lots of role play with dressing up in the schools uniform 

and learning about the school rules and why they are impor-

tant.  The reception teacher and nursery nurse will also come 

and meet the children before spending a morning at school in 

July.   

Our summer term has been a lot of fun!  We had a brilliant 

outing to Wendover Woods, the sun shone for us while the 

children did scavenger hunts, hid in dens, had a picnic and 

hunted down The Gruffalo, coming home with muddy faces 

and huge smiles.  We had a visit from a children’s theatre 

company with a hugely interactive performance of Little Red 

Riding Hood.   We will have Sports Day and the end of term 

show over the next few weeks and the children are starting to 

rehearse and learn their lines and songs. 

Preschool would like to thank Debbie and Lee Dimond for 

their generous donation from the funds raised by the fantastic 

charity football match.  We also had our first stall at Wilstone 

Fete with a sweet tombola and goal scoring game that was a 

lovely day and successful fundraiser. 
First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston 

every Monday (9-12), Tuesday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30 and 

afternoon session 1:30-3), Thursday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-

1:30) and Friday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30) during term 

time.  We welcome all children aged between 2 ½ and 5 years. 

There are no Pre-School sessions on a Wednesday, the Baby 

and Toddler group runs from 10am-11:30am for children from 

birth to 5 years (great fun and a good introduction to the set-

ting and peers for those planning to join preschool to help set-

tling in), for more details please contact Tara Thirkettle on 

07796 965 171. 

If you would like to know more about Pre-School contact 

either Teresa Giddings our Pre-School Leader on 07925 185 

311 (during Pre-School hours) or our Chairperson Emma 

Lynch on 01442 823 013 or email  

firststepslongmarston@gmail.com  
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The agricultural story line…   by David Mead 

SPRING 2015 has been very good. Enough rain, very little 

frost, so the grass was growing by the end of February. The 

ewes couldn't believe it. As soon as they had had their little 

lambs, out they went. The shearers from New Zealand arrived 

on 16th June and in just over two hours had done the lot. They 

are the best lambs ever. Chris is now in charge, and I should 

think he is quietly pleased. Silage making is now in progress 

with the 'wrappers' travelling to all parts. I believe Alex was 

off to Mill Hill today. I remember last year running low on 

fuel, so at 3 o'clock in the morning stopping at a garage on the 

Watford by-pass. The wrapping machine is a large wide vehi-
cle, not the best for going down Chiltern lanes. Luckily we 

have finished ours, so when Phil Matthews' phones, off they 

go. 

 

Now what about the Wilstone Fete? First of all, the weather 

was perfect. I made the comment it had the atmosphere of a 

garden party, not that I have been to many of 

them. I haven't heard the financial result but 

they must have sold a lot of cakes. The dogs 

did their bit and the bottle of Side Pocket 

went down a treat. I wish Long Marston all 

the luck with their show. I remember when I 

was a lad, 70 years ago (!!), with Mary Rid-

path ever present, having a proper horse 

show, and the Dagenham Girl Pipers enter-

tained. After a few years of that, up went the 

village hall. 

 

Alex's wild flower field is in full flower and 

well worth a visit. There are instructions at 

the Farm Shop Tea Room and a path has 

been cut so everyone can have a good walk 

round. There is a patch of poppies close to 
the kissing gate. When Wilstone School was 

redeveloped the soil and stone from the play-

ground was dumped in the rick yard behind 

what is now the farm shop. In 

the first spring a multi-coloured 

crop of poppies appeared. Well, 

this heap had to be moved and 

was dumped where the flowers 

have now appeared! How long 

have those seeds waited for their 

moment? 

 

Simon spent three days at a food 

fair in Birmingham, spreading 
the word and hopefully the rapeseed oil. Good consignments 

of oil are going out and we have all helped tasting samples of 

mayonnaise. A tricky old job, but worth the effort. Evan 

Kempster has his machinery show next weekend. It is always 

worth a visit. It will be over by the time this is read, but I hope 

they have a good day.  (Wild flower pictures: Alex Mead.) 

Wilstone Circus Fete (Continued from page 28) 

Above: Brilliant circus clowns in a fine turnout from the 

1st Wilstone and Long Marston Beavers. 

Above: Really essential 

staff. 
(Pictures: John Painter.) 
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Circus fun and sun at colourful Wilstone fete 
Pictures by John Painter, who also designed this page. 


