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What did the Romans do? By our outside broadcast team
WHAT did the Romans do for us? Well, at
the Wilstone fete and fun dog show on 8th
June they may not have constructed any aqueducts but they did maintain law and order,
escorting Queen Jane of Wilstonia in an impressive procession through the village before doing battle with the ancient Britons in
the arena. Queen Jane, resplendent in gold
armour, remained defiant and declared the
fete open anyway while managing to keep in
check her escort of donkey and pet owl.
(Don't ask.) A beautiful warm afternoon left
the legionnaires gasping in their magnificent
armour and helmets as members of the Vicus
enactment group displayed their tactics in
front of a large crowd. The Wilstone Showgirls kept to this "Fæte of the Romans"
theme with a very different performance, one
from the Imperial Court in Rome we were
told. Lucky Caesar. Entries to the fun dog
show were down on last year - perhaps the
warm weather was a factor - but the hilarious
sausage-eating race had a huge entry, requiring four heats to be run. A great afternoon of
Romano-British fun in the sunshine.
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We depend on readers’
articles and pictures.
So let’s have them!

No.4 is a winner. Poppy is the dog the
judges would like to take homewith handler Taleah

Queen Jane with donkey, owl and her
entourage
More pictures on back page
(Pictures by Colin Reedman.)
The Wilstone Showgirls
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Steam rally began to buy a
cooker
by Phil Buchi
"THE Marsworth Steam and Classic Vehicle Rally was first
started to buy a cooker for our new village hall in 1999", begins the introduction to the programme of this 15th rally held
on Sunday 15th June. In 1999 they raised £1,500 and bought
the cooker. Since then the annual event has raised over
£17,000 for local and village charities. This year a packed
field at Startops hosted 14 steam engines accompanied by
nine delightful model engines which chuffed busily about,
wafting the aroma of coal smoke and hot oil around the show.
Impressive line-ups of tractors, trucks and cars completed the
scene which was graced with a dry day and a big turn-out.
Fairground organs and a dog agility display entertained the
crowds, and there were some useful old bits to be had by
those willing to rummage around in the boxes of assorted
ironmongery. Now an important event on the villages' calendar, the organising committee have created a great day out for
us.

"Look!" Caesar said. "I'm fifth in line to the throne."
Dave Jenkinson.
Picture © 2014 Oliver Facey and reproduced with permission.

Roman caption competition
winner
THE winner of our Roman caption competition in the
June edition is Dave Jenkinson! He wins an iTunes
voucher for £15. Well done Dave, you made us laugh.
Here is the picture again with the winning caption.
Thank you to the other entrants Jill Walker and Dave
Henshaw. For your delight here are their entries too.

Steam up at the Marsworth rally. (Picture: Village News.)

Bake off winner

Florence Ashwell

See Andy
Ashwell’s article
on page 19

"I know the Wilstone Showgirls are popular, but this
protection lark is OTT." (JW)
The Bumblebee !

"You're not bringing HS2 through here mate. We've
only just finished the roads." (DH)
More picture caption competitions to come perhaps. If
you have a suitable picture, send it to the editor!
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WELCOME to another edition of Village News. You will
notice that this is a 4 page colour edition in order to give
good coverage to the Wilstone fete and Marsworth steam
rally in particular. Our next 4 page edition will cover the
Long Marston show so let’s have plenty of colour photos.
Summer seems to have arrived at last - it always seems to
be the week that I am stuck indoors at my computer
producing the Village News. My next issue will be next
year so don’t hold your breath waiting for more good
weather!
The next edition will not be published until 1st September
so save your articles and enjoy the summer.
Colin Davenport

Deadline for items for our next issue is
Thursday
21 for
August
2014.issue
Deadline
for items
our next
(We do not publish in August.)
(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011.

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.
6 July
10.00am
6.00pm

All Saints Morning Prayer
St Cross Evening Prayer

7 July
2.00pm

(Monday)
All Saints Toddler Worship

13 July
8.15am
10.00am
6.00pm

St Mary’s Holy Communion
All Saints Holy Communion
All Saints Evening Prayer

20 July
10.00am
10.00am

St Cross Holy Communion
All Saints Morning Prayer

27 July
10.00am
3.30pm

All Saints Holy Communion
St Mary’s Evensong

3 August
10.00am
6.00pm

All Saints Holy Communion
St Cross Evening Prayer

10 August
8.15am
10.00am
6.00pm

St Mary’s Holy Communion
All Saints Holy Communion
All Saints Evening Prayer

17 August
10.00am
10.00am

St Cross Holy Communion
All Saints Holy Communion

24 August
10.00am
3.30pm

All Saints Holy Communion
St Mary’s Evensong

31 August
10.00am

All Saints Holy Communion

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!
Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.
St. Cross, Wilstone.
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What’s on...
Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 2 July, Puttenham Cecilia hall.
Wednesday 6 August, Wilstone village hall

AFTER a successful village show at Wilstone, let us
hope for some fine weather on the 2nd August for the
Long Marston & Puttenham Flower and Produce Show.
As usual, there are a variety of classes that people can
enter. All households in the local area will receive a
show programme soon that is delivered free and contains all the details that you need to enter all the different classes. After judging, the Village Hall becomes an
exhibition of produce for all to come and see.
A lot of people assume that we only have classes in
horticulture or baking, but you could not be further
from the truth! Yes, a lot of them cover this, but we are
keen to see the creative side of our community, to include painting, photography and handicrafts like Needlecraft, items made out of wood/ceramics and even
Jewellery! So why not have a go? Even the children’s
classes are free to enter!
Sean has great plans for the main arena this year. He
hopes to get Tring Rugby Club to turn up with a scrummaging machine for you to have a go against, as well as
organising some touch-rugby demonstrations. In addition, we hope to have some of the animals from Harry
Potter together with a few of own village canine stars
who have recently been filming in London.
As our theme this year is based on the release 50 years
ago of the film ‘MARY POPPINS’, we hope you all
have a ‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’ day!!

Times for mobile library Route 72
Thursday fortnightly: 10 & 24 July; 7 & 21 August.
Tringford (Piggeries Pine)
11.00 to 11.20
Wilstone (The Half Moon)
11.25 to 11.55
Astrope (Astrope Lane)
12.50 to 13.15
Puttenham (Church Lane)
13.20 to 13.45
Long Marston (Queen’s Head)
14.00 to 15.15

Friday 27 June
Summer Wines at Victory Hall, Long Marston. 7.30. £15.
Saturday 28 June
Fun Day and cream teas at St. Cross, Wilstone. 2pm-4pm.
Saturday 28 June
Beacon Literary festival, Ivinghoe, 10am to 5.30pm.
Saturday 5 July
The Mad Summer Ball, Upper Wingbury Farm, Wingrave.
Sunday 6 July
LMCC fund raising day: President's XI v. Mike Dean XI.
Tuesday 22 July
All Saints Social afternoon 2 - 3pm.
Saturday 2 August
Long Marston Village Show. 2pm.
Sunday 3 August
WW1 commemoration St.Cross
3,4 and 5 August
Minor Counties cricket at LMCC. Herts v. Cumberland.
Tuesday 26 August
All Saints Social afternoon 2 - 3pm.
Saturday 30 August
Jumble sale, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 2pm.
Sunday 7 September
St. Cross Harvest Service and lunch. 11.30am.
Friday 12 September
Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 3-5pm.
Saturday 13 September
Historic Churches, Bike ‘n’ Hike.
Tuesday 16 September
St. Cross Holy Day service.
Sunday 21 September
Wilstone allotments open day
Tuesday 23 September
All Saints Social afternoon 2 - 3pm.
Saturday 11 October
October Supper with Neil Gurney, Puttenham. 7 for 7.30pm.
Friday 24 October
Quiz and Curry, All Saints, Long Marston.
Tuesday 4 November
Rosemary for Remembrance at St. Cross, Wilstone. 10am.

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon.

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings.
You are all invited to join us at

Saturday 8 November
LM Cricket Club race night at Marlins.
Remembrance Sunday 9 November
Remembrance Day services, St. Cross and All Saints. 10am.
Wednesday 26 November
LMCC AGM in the clubhouse.
Saturday November TBA
Cecilia Concert (date to be arranged).

WORLD WAR ONE
COMMEMORATION
SUNDAY 3RD AUGUST
ST.CROSS WILSTONE

The Madsummer Ball
at Upper Wingbury Farm, Wingrave

on Saturday 5th July 2014
Dancing to Björn Again
Top international DJ
Tim Cullen
Plus lots more entertainment and surprises on
the night. Tickets are £95 each, or alternatively
tables of 10 are available so why not get a group
together? Included in the ticket price are: Pimms
reception on arrival, a four-course meal, ½ bottle
of wine per person.
Please contact 01296 752085 or checkout
www.madsummerball.co.uk
for information and ticket application forms.

THE national day of commemoration to mark the one
hundredth anniversary of the start of the First World
War is Monday 4th August. There will be church services around the country, including one at St. Peter and
St. Paul in Tring at 3.30pm.
St. Cross will be marking the event on Sunday 3rd August, starting at 4.00pm with Afternoon Tea, proceeds
from which will go to Combat Stress (the ex-services
mental welfare association). For very many years this
charity has been at the forefront of researching what is
now called Post Traumatic Stress Disorder; at the time
of the First World War it was known as shell-shock.
However much warfare may change, the psychological
consequences for those involved remain very much as
they were 100 years ago and Combat Stress offers a
vast array of medical and counselling services around
the U.K. to help both ex and current service personnel.
Tickets for the Tea are £3.50, available on the door
but advance booking would help with the catering (Olga
822894 or Pam 824394).
The tea will be followed at 6.00pm by Commemorative
Evensong with music and readings to acknowledge all
those involved in WW1, remembering the enormous
sacrifice of so many lives, and the tragedy which engulfed Europe for so long.
As part of the service, a wreath will be laid at the War
Memorial.
We hope you will be able to join us.

News from All Saints
DON’T forget the Horticultural Show on Saturday 2nd
August. We shall have our usual Cake Stall and would
welcome any donations of home made cakes and
biscuits. Please deliver to Carole by 11am on the day
(at the latest).
Thank you
.Carole Harrison
01296 668526.

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Wilstone
Mary Minter
01442 823605
Puttenham
Christine Rutte 01296 631351
Long Marston Carole Harrison 01296 668526
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More colour in Village
News
AT THE AGM of Village News in May it was agreed to
include more colour pages in the coming year. The 4-page
colour supplements tried for the first time in 2013 (for Global
Challenge and for the Village Walks leaflet) had proved a
success, the meeting thought, and the extra cost was affordable. It was decided to have 4 pages of colour in the July and
September editions, and to produce a Global Challenge
4-page colour supplement again this year.
In the formal business of the evening the accounts for 2013
were approved. These showed a surplus for the year of £425,
with the total reserves standing at £2,574. Advertising revenue had held up well throughout the recession. Joan Dean
was elected as Secretary, filling the vacancy left when Carole
Harrison stood down. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson received a vote
of thanks for his support over the last 10 years. The Chairman, Phil Buchi, drew attention to the significant role played
by the sponsors - The Puttenham Trust, The Long Marston
and Puttenham Horticultural Society and Wilstone Village
Hall Committee - whose annual financial contributions made
all the difference. These meetings have a reputation for concluding within the hour, and at 55 minutes this one was no
exception.

Persistence pays - thank
you!
.

From Ron and June Atkins, Cheddington Lane, Long
Marston
AFTER five years of planning applications we eventually got
planning permission to remove the static home which has
been in our garden for 15 years. By going to appeal we got
planning permission for a two-bedroom cottage. June and I
would like to thank all residents of Long Marston who signed
our petition supporting our case.
The Parish Council and Mike Tomlinson were very supportive
and we know that their input to our cause made a huge difference. The Ward Borough Councillor, Mr Christopher Townsend, wrote a report that helped to explain the level of support
from the villagers and this again had a positive effect on the
final outcome with the planning officer.
As a token of our gratitude for the support we have received,
we will be making a donation towards the ongoing building
work at Long Marston Football Club. Thank you again and
kind regards.
Ron and June Atkins.

A new Latin & Ballroom
inspired dance class
Beginners no partners
Starts from 5 June
To keep you fit and mentally alert!
A great way to meet people and make new friends Starts at
low impact then over the following weeks and months
working up to more advanced steps making routines more
challenging, classes are broken down and explained by a
qualified IDTA/ISTD ballroom and Latin dance teacher.
Dances include Salsa, Meringue, Cha Cha, Samba, Jive,
Quickstep, Pasa doble, Rumba and many more…..

Classes at Wilstone village hall
Beginners (no partners) every Thursday from 5 June
2-3 pm £5 per Person.
Intermediate – Advanced held every Mondays 2-3pm £5
per person.
If you have any queries contact Ann on – 07507 793098
Please come along and wear comfortable clothing and
footwear – plus a drink!

Village News
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Wilstone Village Fete 2014
Dog Show results
Class 1. Junior Handler
1st Taleah with Poppy
2nd Enya Hansford with Basil
3rd JJ Bayer with Yorkie
4th Fleur Cook with Duchess
5th Maisy Beighton with Lucy
Class 2. Best Biscuit Catcher
1st Alfie with with Meg
2nd Ellie Merlino with George
3rd Timmy T with Jazz
4th Heidi Wall with Beanie
5th Lorna Belcher with Max
Class 3. Best trick
1st Alice Symonds with Tuesday
2nd Madelaine Eldridge with Gigi
3rd Rosie Morris with Max
4th Hettie with George
5th Ryan Dawkins with Gracey

Village News
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Class 4. Dog the judges would like to take home
1st. Taleah with Poppy
2nd C Cutting with Taz
3rd Samantha Hinson with Pixie
4th Enya Hinson with Basil
5th Caroline with Rupert
Class. 6 Sausage Eating Race I
1st Mia Holmes with Barney
2nd Cassidy Carter with Cookie
3rd Hettie with George
4th Ellie Merlino with George
5th Heidi Wall with Beanie
Class 7. Sausage Eating Race II
1st Debbie switch Roxy
2nd Nick Russon with Rocco
3rd Gay Granger with Larni
4th Kathy with Mabel
5th Ali with Meg
Well done to all the entrants and to all of the rosette winners.
Wilstone Village Fete Committee would like to thank Evelyn
Chapman and her team from The Long Marston Dog Training
Club for running and judging the dog show for us again this
year.
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Wilstone Village Fete 2014
WILSTONE Village Fete Committee would like to thank
the following organisations and individuals for their sponsorship, support and contributions who helped make our
Faete of The Romans such a success.
Altered Image Hair Salon, Beechwood Fine Foods, Da
Vinci, The Half Moon, Olive Limes, The Rex Cinema,
Royal Palaces, Totality Day Spa, Tring Brewery, Wilstone
Village Hall, Wilstone Community Shop.
Brian Allen and Printique, Phil Madley, Long Marston Dog
Training Club, Jenny and Simon Mead, Meads Farm Shop,
Guy and Abi and staff at The Half Moon, The Scouts, Jane
Shirley, Marjorie and Steve Warner, Berkhamsted Hire,
James Cutting, Florspec. PRS Office Furniture. Long Marston And Puttenham Horticultural Society The Wilstone
Showgirls, Phil Buchi and The Village News team.

Recipe for
CHEESY COURGETTES.
NOW is the time for all those lovingly tended courgettes to
fruit. Try the following recipe for a delicious way of eating
them. Use one courgette for each person.
Pick the courgettes whilst still about 7 inches long. Cut each
courgette in half and then cut each half lengthwise into quarters, so you have 8 pieces, each about size of a finger. Place
them all in an oven proof dish, cut sides up. Grate cheese all
over them till completely covered (choose your favourite
cheese, they all cook the same).

Finally, a huge well done and thank you to all of you who
helped in any way....the planning, preparation, setting up
and of course all of the hard work on the day itself.
It couldn't have happened without all of your hard work.
Jill Walker
Chairman Wilstone Village Fete Committee

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry
Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry
experience.
Home consultation and competitive rates.

Place in a hot oven, about 180°c for about 20 minutes until
cheese begins to brown. Serve hot ~ scrumptious

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd
Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery
• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available
01442 876622 • 07884 058795

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN
Village News

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885
paul.skells@btinternet.com

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting
Remote officials are letting us down
THE Parish Council could resolve most issues at a local level
if it had the authority to act, Cllr. Mike Tomlinson declared at
the end of yet another discussion of a long list of items on
which it had so far proved impossible to get government officials and agencies to act. The Chairman of the Parish Council
said: "We could make lives better if we had the authority to
get on and do it. We waste so much time just finding someone
in a remote office willing to talk about the issues we report."
Particularly bad examples discussed were Hertfordshire
County Council, Hertfordshire Highways and their contractors Ringway. Sitting a long way away in their offices in
Hertford they were too far removed from the community they
were supposed to serve, it was suggested. (Ironically we are
only five miles from the offices of Bucks County Council.)
Certainly this parish does not feature highly in the list of
highways priorities, some sections of road could be used for
tank driver training. Every month at the Parish Council meeting the longest agenda item is the list of road defect reports
that have been made to the highways authority, and the time
spent by the Clerk on the phone and internet trying to coax
some response. "Nothing gets done", Cllr Chris Griffiths
complained. "We are wasting our time going through the offi-

cial reporting process again and again. We now need face-toface contact with these officials" he added. Lack of any feedback at all, and the absence of any named person who could
be contacted for a progress report, led to feeling we are being
ignored. Even County Councillors do not seem to have any
greater impact on local issues. In this context at least, government talk of "localism" does seem to be just so much hot air.

Flooding report to be published
THE final report from the hydrologist engaged by the Parish
Council, Mr Paul Webber, has now been received. The revised document now includes additional material so as to
cover the whole parish (as requested by the Council) and has
addressed feedback which arose from the draft report. The
Council agreed that Mr Webber could be paid his fee of
£1,300 + VAT. Cllr. Chris Griffiths said that the final version
of the report should now be made available to villagers once
it has been reviewed by the Council. This was agreed, though
the best way to do it has yet to be decided. In the meantime an
action plan needed to be drawn up before the next meeting,
and contact made with the County Council and Canal and
Rivers Trust.

Problem with your windows?
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but
can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted
Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com
Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today!
cleaning service.
Try our window
ils.
80 for more deta
Call 07875 5347
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New toilets all clear
WILSTONE village hall committee had obtained three quotations for a complete refurbishment of the gent's toilets at that
hall, the first stage of a £20,000 investment programme.
Councillors approved the letting of the contract for the sum of
£2,300. The hall is owned by the Parish Council, but the village hall committee have raised the funds to pay for the work.
It is expected that the new facilities for gentlemen will be
completed in June.

Play investment on July agenda
DACORUM Borough Council has completed the consultation exercise on how the "S106" money from house builders
CALA Homes should be spent. 62 people completed the online survey - approximately 10% of households - which is
apparently considered quite a good response. The money is
intended for investment in play equipment in the villages.
The survey results will be discussed at the July meeting of the
Parish Council, when a decision on the next step will be
taken. (This meeting is on Tuesday 2nd July, 8pm, at Puttenham Cecila Hall.) It is quite ridiculous, we think, that the
amount of money actually available from CALA Homes has
still not been disclosed by Dacorum Borough Council. Why
ever not for goodness sake? It's hardly a matter of national
security. Anyone feel sufficiently moved to present DBC with
a Freedom of Information request?

J ul y/ A u gus t 2 0 14

Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257
Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977
Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668 548
Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190
Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207
Mr Richard Briant 01442 825 674
Mr Robert Briant 01442 825 674
The Clerk to the Council :Mrs Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk
The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031
Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Friendly village pub
Open all day
Food served 12-3 & 6-9

(off the B489
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales Great Food Children’s Menu &
Play Area Large garden Open Fire Heated
Patio Car Park Dog Friendly Mobile Top up

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
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Long Marston Show: programme from 1948
This historic document has been kindly loaned to Village News by Mr Alan Winfield.

Village News

Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society
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The agricultural story line…

by David Mead

THE shearers arrive on Thursday the 19th June, about a
fortnight late. The gang got the sheep in first thing, sorted out
lambs from ewes, put lambs in paddock leaving ewes in yard
to dry out and lessen stomach contents. These shearers like a
nice empty, supple sheep to wrestle with. I’m writing as we
wait for their arrival. Last year we had three shearers and a
daughter rolling fleeces. It’s amusing when lambs meet up
with mums, “what have you done, is it really you ?”. “The
milk tastes the same, thank goodness” We will have another
two sacks of wool to go with last years. It’s hardly worth the
journey to Chearsley, to the collecting depot.

Simon had three days at the Food Fair in Birmingham, selling
the rape seed oil and other associated products. There were
record sales, over a thousand bottles. I gather the costs are
high, rental, food, accommodation, wages etc. The number of
loaves cut up for dipping in the samples was amazing. This
year’s crop is just changing colour, the first stages of ripening,
another three or four weeks to harvest. The silage carters and
wrappers have been in full swing, working in Wing,
Amersham and the well enjoyed Millhill. With the sun shining
it’s been wrapping every day. Chris still has spraying to do in
between jobs.

Anyway I’ve got other things to think about. Rolling back the
carpet in the dining room to investigate stain, piece of
furniture falls through the rotten floor boards. On investigation
it gets worse, more rotten patches. I suppose they have been
there for one hundred and thirty years. Air bricks seem ok.
High water table can’t have helped. Ah well, it’s the right time
of year to get the job done.

The Australian people are due any moment now so I had better
sign on. I’ll tell everyone you have promised to but a nice
jumper for next winter

And then the boiler blows up, sounds bad but soon mended.
We have to worry about the price of oil again. These goings
on in the Middle East make things a bit uncertain.
Never mind about all that, the Wilstone Village Fete was
wonderful. A lovely sunny day, lots of people and everyone,
including the Romans, in a good mood. Some dogs were a bit
serious, especially when competing for a piece of sausage,
nearly as serious as some of the owners. With the lovely
dancing Roman ladies to do their thing whilst the beer was
sampled. The Wilstone village hall is already being improved
barely a week after the show.
Evan and Jose Kempster had a record show in their field at
Startops on the next Sunday. Two fields needed for car park.
There is something magnificent about those Traction Engines.
It’s surprising the power generated from a few gallons of
water.
On the home front the Spring cleaning has resulted in a few
spaces, quickly filled up after Theresa had visited Sue Groves’
stall at the fete. Ah well, an empty space can get a bit boring. I
gather from a book person that surplus books can be taken to
Aylesbury and sold by weight. The quality of the prose makes
no difference, a weighty tome and a comic strip go together to
their next destination.

Seaton’s Catering
Established 1990

We cater for all occasions
working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings
and other family events.
Please call to order discuss your menu

tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk
email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk
“A five star hygiene rating ”

Village News

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.
All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.
Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and
other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.
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Sudoku Corner
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by Colin Moore

No 86 Difficult

There is a 2 and 8 to be found then concentrate on the
centre square.
Solution on page 22

Underhill Services
For all your home maintenance needs.
Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

No job too small.

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

Village News
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS
SPECIALIST NEUROLOGICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Amy Goss & Claire PeplowBSc (Hons) Physiotherapy HPC Registered
We can help you if you have a neurological deficit affecting your
movement including
Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and Balance
Problems.

Tel: 07786 363638 / 07909 982569
Email: physio@neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk
Website: www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding Tyres Wheels balanced Batteries Exhausts Diagnostic Tuning Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs
Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING
CLUB
Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Long established friendly club, catering
for all dogs.
Any age - puppy through to pensioner.
Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.

Qualified instructors.
01296 668752 or 01908 502272
www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk

Recently spotted on Mead’s farm

Village News
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

PLANT DONATIONS

The Long Marston Village Show Involves a huge
amount of effort and organisation to put it all together and we need your help.

The Village Show is well known
Locally for its annual plant stall
That raises funds for good causes
In the area.

The Tombola stall is as yet unmanned!
This is easy to run on the day once it is
Set up for you so why not give us an hour
of your time to help sell tickets .There are
other simple jobs that need help during
the day, so please offer to help us by

Long Marston Cricket Club
By Paul Dumpleton. Chairman
A GOOD start to the season at Marlins with all three of our
Saturday Cherwell sides adapting well to the higher divisions
after all were promoted last season. Weather has been poor
for cricket with the First XI having three of there six matches
abandoned. With only six points awarded to each side in an
abandoned match, it has been a very frustrating start. Having
said that after six matches, the First XI are currently third in
Division 2, the Second XI third in Division 6 and the Third
XI joint leaders in Division 9.
The Sunday season got underway in the Chess Valley League
on 15th June with a 5 wicket defeat at Hanwell. The team are
up three divisions in this league in 2014 and will face some
stiff opposition.
Progress is being made in two of the three cup competition
with recent comprehensive victories against Aston Clinton in
the Coronation Cup and IAS in the Aylesbury Cup. Disappointing to report the team grabbing a defeat from the jaws of
victory against Langleybury in the Davidstow Village Cup.
An uncharacteristic batting collapse from a very advantageous position saw our opponents winning by 19 runs.
Both Unicorns games in the ECB Trophy against Northants
II and Kent II produced good crowds and cricket in early
June.

Village News

WE NEED YOUR PLANTS
All contributions of surplus plants,
Seedlings, etc can be donated via
Our chairman, Martin Winship on
662388 / martinwinship@live.co.uk
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The Old Pastures
Dog Grooming
Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can
cater for any size dog. Easy parking.
For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856.

PAINTING & DECORATING

Logs

SUPERIOR STANDARD

Mixed seasoned logs for sale

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED
LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Toyota pick-up size load
Full load £80

Half load £45

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717
martinjkeable@gmail.com

Phone Richard on 07831 120879

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA
HPC Registered
Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone
07969 741792 or 01296 630189
Village News
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Ecce Panis Angelorum
THE WILSTONE fête is always a bit of a laugh, what with the
light-hearted dog show, the fleet-footed showgirls and the
children’s fancy-dress competition; it’s an occasion not to be
missed. As soon as Anna got wind of this year’s Roman theme
she started to make Florence a toga, keen to impress with her
needlework skills, recently honed from watching The Great
British Sewing Bee.
She also tried to interest Florence in the Roman Bake-off competition and although there had been a recipe for Honey Cakes
in the May magazine and we had had a yellow flyer through
the door about it, it was only when Florence got given a copy
of the recipe from school that she started to show any interest.
When she had made the cakes they looked rather boring and
bland. I told her that in order to win the competition she would
need to make them stand out from the crowd and look a bit
more exciting. I suggested she decorate them with marzipan
bees using flaked-almonds for the wings and melted chocolate
for the stripes.

by Andy Ashwell
Because the prize giving was at the end of the day, Florence
insisted that we stay until then. Seeing as it was such a glorious day it wasn’t too much of a hardship and as it turned out it
meant that I was still around to grab the bargain of the day:
two litres of real ale for £3. After Florence had received her
prize from the Emperor-in-charge, Philus Buchius, she then
helped him to draw the raffle. She wasn’t very good at it because we didn’t win a prize, but it didn’t matter because she
had won the bake-off and I’d got my bargain beer.
As we left the show we each ate one of Florence’s cakes, bees
and all, and as we passed the Vicus Roman encampment Florence generously went over and gave them the rest of her
cakes…and I think I heard one of them say, “Ahh! Ecce panis
angelorum,” or similar: Ahh! Behold the cake of angels.

My suggestion was met with great enthusiasm and marzipanbee production quickly started in earnest. As Florence
splashed melted chocolate randomly over the lumps of marzipan, they started to resemble, well, lumps of marzipan
splashed randomly with melted chocolate. One thing they
most certainly didn’t look like was bees. I tried to offer advice
and grabbed the spoon off Florence in an effort to salvage the
situation and in the ensuing tussle ended up with a chocolatestrewn shirt, a crying (and chocolate-strewn) daughter and an
angry and shouting wife: “It’s a children’s competition,” she
yelled. “They’re Florence’s cakes, and they are her bees. Go
away and leave her alone!”
So, sucking the chocolate from my shirt I left the kitchen in
disgrace, being told only to come back once Florence had finished making her bees. When I eventually returned I noticed
that my bee-making advice had been heeded (smug grin) because sitting on top of the cakes were some much more realistic marzipan bees. For the keen apiarists amongst you, they
looked something like a cross between a Brown-banded
Carder and a Field Cuckoo. See page 2.

Florence drawing the raffle with the Emperor
Philus Buchius

On the morning of the fête we took Florence’s cakes to the
village hall and then returned later to join the procession with
Florence dressed in her toga. There were a great many people
and children dressed as Romans and the like; even a donkey
with a laurel wreath around its ears. Because of this the fancy
dress competition was a tough contest to win and Florence
didn’t even get in the medals, losing out to a young lad wearing a medieval knight’s breastplate and helmet!

Take part in a new BBC series

The kids hardly seemed to notice this historical anomaly and
Florence didn’t appear too distraught about losing to an Iron
Age fashion-visionary as we headed off to see how she had
fared in the bake-off. When I arrived at the table Florence was
already jumping up and down excitedly, pointing at the 1st
place sign next to her cakes. “I told you my bees would win,”
she gushed. And I must admit that they did look rather splendid despite my earlier misgivings.

Do you live in an interesting home you’d be happy to swap
with someone elsewhere in the UK for a short break? It could
be anything from a charming cottage, an interesting conversion, to a modern open plan apartment. If so then get in
touch now!

Village News

by Hannah Reid
BBC ONE are looking for people who live in interesting
homes across Hertfordshire and would be happy to try a
home swap holiday for a new TV series.

For an application form please email homeswapholidays@bbc.co.uk with your contact details.
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F.R. Jeffery & Son
Coal Merchant
Coal & Smokeless Fuels
Logs & Compost
Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

Delivered to your door at low prices

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Contact Us on: 01296 661258

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd
All ovens hobs and extractors
•
•
•

Professional service
Excellent value and fully insured
Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

J B Services
patios and drives
block and shingle

Do you want a local reliable

drainage work
exterior maintenance
Brickwork

PLUMBER

no job too small
tel: 07799 398335
or 01442 826648 (evenings)

that you can trust?

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)
‘MAN WITH A VAN’
•
•
•
•
•

TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel: 01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com
Village News

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines
taps, radiators, towels rails etc.
Call John Byrom
in Pitstone
07860 340130
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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The Puttenham Page

compiled by Christine Rutter

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH
PLEASE SUPPORT “THE FRIENDS” by visiting the SPINNING JENNY STALL at
the Horti Show in the Long Marston Recreation Ground on Saturday, 2nd August from
2 p.m. All the usual suspense of whether the wheel will stop on your numbers and the
selection of a prize.
FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE
SATURDAY, 30th AUGUST – 2 P.M.
CECILIA HALL
As usual, items for the sale may be left in the porch of Cecilia Hall. Any help with
sorting on the week prior is always much appreciated, and also on the day of the
sale. No videos, please, and if delivery of goods can be left until nearer the end
of August, this would be appreciated.
For offers of help, please telephone : 01296 668337

The Cecilia Tea Rooms……
Will be open for the last time this year on
Friday, 12th September – 3p.m until 5 p.m.
£3.50 per head
As always, the proceeds will go to a local charity.
More information in the next magazine.
SPONSORED BIKE ‘N’ HIKE for the Beds & Herts Historic Church Trust will take place
on Saturday, 13th September. Please dust off your bike or get out your walking shoes to
raise money for this worthwhile Trust. Sponsor form available from Christine 01296
668337
We are very pleased to announce that the last CECILIA TEA ROOMS in June raised
£149 for the Tring Dementia Café. Thank you to everyone who attended. If the chatter and laughter were anything to go by, everyone had a really enjoyable afternoon.
Village News
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D-Day anniversary:

Following in my
Dad's footsteps
by Christine Jellis and Jacqueline Wales
On 6th June, to mark the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings, Christine Jellis travelled to Normandy to follow the footsteps of her father, John Reeves, who landed on Gold beach
with the Royal Engineers on that fateful day in 1944. Here,
she and her sister, Jacqueline Wales, tell us something about
their father, who died in 1996.

J ul y/ A u gus t 2 0 14

After the war he came home to Loxley Farm, Long Marston,
where his Mum and Dad lived together with brother Alec (in
the RAF), brother Alan and sister Mary. John stayed in the
village for the rest of his life and looked after his Mum and
Alan. They moved to "Killin", Chapel Lane, a bungalow that
Mary and Norman had built - tragically both died very young.
John worked at Gregory's farm in Long Marston, and married
Daphne from Marsworth, moving to "The Red House", Station
Road, where they lived for 45 years, having two daughters Jacqueline and Christine. This year Christine was able to
travel to France to take part in the 70th anniversary of the DDay landings.
His daughters are proud to remember him - a very brave and
caring man. Lest we forget.

DAD never told us of the awful things he saw and the friends
he lost that day. He was in the Royal Engineers and landed at
Gold Beach near Arromanches on D-Day morning attached to
the 50th Division. He then went inland to Bayeux where he
made landing strips for Spitfires. His unit then moved on to
Holland where he had his 21st birthday. All he had on him
when he landed were cubes of tea (like OXO), porridge, fags
and matches, a tin to open up and put a mug of water on to
boil, wax boxes, 'dog biscuits', first aid kit, emergency rations
to last two days, thick chocolate in a tin and a Sten gun.

Christine Jellis pictured on Gold beach in Normandy for the 70th anniversary of the D-Day
landings.

No 86 solution
e

D-Day veteran John Reeves (1923 - 1996).
Village News
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The Whitchurch Morris Men –
Remembering by John King WMM
WELL May finished as it started – very wet and the lengths
and widths, sorry dancing, went as well as it could. Coming
home from Yorkshire and Essex I did not know whether to cut
the grass or harvest kelp! Still, despite the almost never ending rain, May has been as busy and as fun as expected.
Some of you might remember my January article referring to
the sudden and unexpected loss of Steve Adamson who was a
friend to so many in the Ring. You may ask the question as to
what happens to well respected Morris Men when they go to
the Great Ring Meeting. For Steve a decision was made that,
during the Thaxted Ring Meeting (Essex), a window in the
church would be dedicated to his memory and his ashes would
be interred at a later date in the church yard. I’ll write more
about Thaxted on another occasion.
Our Tuesday evening dancing out programme continues but
it’s almost July and this, for now, will be our final weeks out
there:- 1st July; The Broad Leys Aylesbury, 8th July; The Half
Moon Wilstone, 15th July; The Betsy Wynne Swanbourne,
22nd July; The Rose and Crown Wingrave and the 29th July;
The Old Farm Inn Totternhoe.
After that, the holidays and harvest take over. New recruits
will be wanted for September!!! That’s when the Ale and

Village News

Steve Adamson’s Window
feast begin again. Photographs of our tours so far can be
found on our website:www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk
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ROOFING
Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031
Mobile: 07951 220904

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS
Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium
Secondary Porches
10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Local
General Builder
Do you need a
reliable general builder?
Bricklayer by trade,
but can do many more jobs.
Please call

Darren Paul
Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771 706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call out charge with this advert please call for further information.

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
www.wilstonesticks.com
wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

Village News
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Show time

By Martin Winship

A Story of Longub Puttastone

stalls. The bookstall and the tombola should be safe, she
thought.

WHEN Prunella Lympe agreed to join the village Gardening
Club, it was in the sincere belief that this was a Good Thing,
the existing members were a jolly crowd, and not without
influence. She also thought it would be a Good Thing for her
husband to spend his time with a better sort of companion,
the sort whose sole interest was not beer. Although she had
never had noticeably green fingers, Prunella did not consider
that this would be much of a handicap, as most of the club’s
activities were social rather than horticultural – a dibber was
not considered de rigueur.

Some time (and many sausages) later, he returned, a copy of
The Good Beer Guide in one hand, and a bottle of Spanish
wine, won, he informed Prunella with a smirk, on the
tombola, in the other. Needless to say the bottle was empty.

Her preconceptions were justified when the first event she
was asked to help with was the annual Village Show. This
did include some rather obscure vegetable and craft classes,
but they were discreetly hidden away in the hall, while the
important elements – ice creams, coconut shies, dog show
and donkey rides – were enthusiastically enjoyed on the
recreation ground. Prunella pencilled her husband in for
various simple manly roles, helping to set up the arena,
burning sausages on the barbeque, and clearing everything
away once the show was over and the happy crowds had
wended their way home.
The day before the show arrived with clear blue skies and
glorious sunshine, and while Prunella busied herself checking
what the other ladies of the committee were wearing, she sent
her husband off with the men to collect straw bales. These
would be arranged for seating and to mark out the arena. The
day wore on. The sun continued to shine. The marquee
arrived and was swiftly erected by the nice young men from
the contractors, who needed disappointingly little instruction
from the ladies. The small gazebos and tents for the
bookstall, the tombola, and the band, mushroomed. Prunella
became aware that neither her husband, the other men, nor
the straw bales had yet appeared. She made low-key
enquiries, and was dismayed to learn that the bales were
being borrowed from a public house in the next (rather
rough) village. Still, she tried to reassure herself, her husband
was with the Chairman who was a very mature and
responsible sort of gentleman.

The afternoon passed gently; the space-hopper races, the eggand-spoon events, the tug-of-war, and the dog show, and the
band played on. The last sausage was sold, the crowds began
to thin, and the barbeque was cleared away. Prunella
prevented her husband from helping to get rid of the last few
pints in the beer tent, and interceded to stop him bidding for
unclaimed tombola cans in the auction.
Next day they helped to tidy up and put away. Prunella did
not put her husband on returning straw bales duty, and kept
him on a very short leash. She began to have serious doubts
about the beneficial effects of joining the Gardening Club,
especially when she learned that her husband had been
elected as Vice Chairman.
It was the “Vice” part she found so worrying…..
I wonder how this story came about? Ed.

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old.

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30.
We have a great team of enthusiastic staff.
For more information or to arrange a visit, contact our
playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com
LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP
every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am
Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome.
Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.

This mature and responsible gentleman had a very silly grin
on his face when he finally arrived with the bales. So did
Prunella’s husband. So did all the men. And they all made far
too much noise while they arranged the bales. Her husband
fell over the bale he was carrying and they all seemed to
think this was hilarious.

Long Marston pre-school to
open new outdoor area

The next day, after a very quiet night, Prunella and her
husband took up their stations behind the barbeque, ready to
feed the hungry masses. The strongest thing available on the
stall was brown sauce, and she was confident that her
husband would be safe with this. They did a brisk trade from
the start, and she was so fully occupied with taking the
money, issuing serviettes, and maintaining order, that
Prunella did not immediately notice her husband, who had
temporarily left his post, was standing by the corner of the
next marquee. A hand emerged, with a brimming pint glass
in it. A moment later, and the empty glass was handed back,
and her husband returned to his duties. She gave him what he
referred to as one of her “Force Ten” looks. To no avail. Half
an hour later he went AWOL again and had his corner
rendezvous with another pint. After the third absence, she
commandeered a passing committee member, and told her
husband to go for some fresh air and a look at some other

WE are delighted to announce our new outdoor area which
will be ready for September. We would like to thank the
Victory Hall Committee and Tim Austin for their support in
helping us to get this set up. The children will have even more
supervised access to fresh air each session. It's been a really
busy term at pre-school with lots of exciting things
happening. We have had a school trip, the travelling theatre
came to pre-school, a successful sports day and a fun leavers
party. We wish Millie, Tilly, Henry, Toby, Emma, Johanna,
Alex, Freya, Eva, George, Tabitha, Finlay, Isabelle, Emily,
Jessica and Florence lots of fu and success as they move onto
their next schools. If you have a child that would like to join
in the excitement at First Steps Pre-school please see the
website for details www.firststepspreschool.org.uk. Kelly
Wall, Chairperson, First Steps Pre-School

Village News

by Kelly Wall
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From the Vicarage
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by Jo Wetherall

EVEN if our temperature has settled with our home
team’s disappointing results, football fever still has a
hold on the world.

I am reminded too of the heart rending songs born in the
toxic days of oppression and slavery, when holding on to
God’s love in the face of inhumanity was a life line.

I was trying to see if there was any way of working out
some ‘football theology’ and thought about the chant
fans use to goad the opposition ‘You only sing when
you’re winning!’ Not so surprising really it’s easy to feel
optimistic and joyful when you are in a winning position
much harder to keep that spirit alive when you feel demoralized.

The beautiful game is just that: in spite of Bill Shankly’s
legendary quip it's not a matter of life and death. Most
people probably don't know that modern football first
emerged out of late19th century church urban mission . I
can imagine that in those days there was huge encouragement to sing what ever the outcome.

The Bible however is full of people who sing in the most
difficult circumstances, Mary young, unmarried and
pregnant sings out the Magnificat, her words echo Hannah’s from centuries before, Hannah who longed for a
child and poured out her heart to God in song.
King David, who had many qualities, but was also an
adulterer and murderer wrote many of the Psalms and in
the midst of all his terrible darkness God tells Job that
when the earth was made it was made for joy, made for
singing.

An invitation to join
Wilstone Village Hall Committee
YOUR committee welcomes new members to
help organise events for the village and look after
this well used village hall. As well as running the
annual Wilstone Village Fete, we put on social
events at the hall such as the popular film nights,
quizzes and wine tastings. Your ideas are very
welcome! The meetings are friendly and fun and
it's a great way to make a contribution to our
community. Interested? Please contact Richard
Smissen: 01442 823253, mobile 07768 802093,
email richard.smissen@btinternet.com.

Village News

The skill and dedication of the majority of players, their
team work and, for the most part, joy in the game not the
fame, mean football is a hugely rewarding sport to
watch.
I would love to see the sport liberated from its own oppression of corporate finance, which leads to unaffordable tickets and merchandise and good results at human
cost – that really would be something to sing about.
A first step would be to see genuine camaraderie grow
between the fans of opposing sides hear them sing for
the joy of watching the game. I guess I am an idealist!

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for
dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX
VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters
Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
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Wilstone Allotments
by Ruth Patterson
On your doorstep – ‘The Eighth Wonder of the Natural
World’!
YOU don’t need to travel across the world to the Grand Canyon, the Great Barrier Reef, Mt Everest or even to the Victoria
Falls, to see and experience the breath taking ‘Eighth Wonder of the Natural World’.
This remarkable cosmorama can be viewed via a short walk
along the public footpath at the top of Rosebarn Lane in
Wilstone!
Yes! The Wilstone Allotments present a spectacular panorama
of natural propagation and cultivation! Everywhere you look
you can see the reward of plot holders dedication and enthusiasm to ‘grow their own’!
You can also see inspired examples of innovative engineering
and resourcefulness, with the use of 100% recyclable materials
to create irrigation systems and construct growing areas and
sheds – especially on Richard and Paul and Julie and Tony’s
plots – it is hard to believe that they only started a few weeks
ago! Their crops are on course for bumper harvests. The
floods of March and April, when all the plots were under water, seem a lifetime ago, and the transformation in a few weeks

from muddy, boggy, floating ‘ponds’, to vibrant prize winning
raised beds, and plots bursting with vegetables and flowers, is
truly nature at its best. One of the highlights of the year so far
has been seeing and hearing (!) several children working enthusiastically on their plots with their parents and friends.
The biggest challenge is now underway, no not the arrival of
the Roman 9th Legion but, all things slimy, slithery and scaly
- bugs, slugs and other invaders! Let battle commence as we
all prepare to defend our crops! Some shared ideas for the
elimination of slugs: a dish of caffeine; chickens (advantage
Richard and Stan!); salt; wooden boards (check underneath to
trap); bran –a bag filled with rotting lettuce and bran will attract slugs and snails which can then be disposed of! Ladybirds love aphids, so plant fragrant flowers such as pelargoniums, tansy, or angelica to encourage ladybirds to stay for
lunch.
Sharing ideas and expertise, solving problems and celebrating
each other’s successes, are the joys of being an allotment
holder, but above all – having a sense of humour is essential!
A date for your diary: Allotment Open Day: Sunday 21st
September 2014 .The opportunity to meet allotment holders,
visit the plots, enjoy refreshments, sample our produce, and to
see for yourself ‘The Eighth Wonder of the Natural
World’!
See for yourself now on page 31.

Rose Cottage Kennels
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accommodation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given
to your dogs.
NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!
Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.
Tel. (01296) 681306
Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Sewing Alterations
& Soft Furnishings

Reliable and local.
20 years experience.
Call Sue on
01525 229639.
Village News

Call Genie on 07931 307912
gardengenie1@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance
BUILDING POINTING GUTTERING
PAINTING GLAZING TILING
PATIOS PATHS FENCING
PLUMBING BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN

Supported by the Puttenham Trust
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RUTH OSBORNE (1680-1751)
WHEN I moved to live in Long Marston in 1990, I was
greatly taken by its remoteness and rural surroundings, lying
as it does deep in the “Tring Enclave” and guarded on all
approaches by the twisted sentries of nationally rare black
poplar trees. It came as no surprise to discover, while
investigating aspects of the local history, that the village was
linked with the tragic story of the last witch hunt (and
murder) in England; a story which reveals public savagery
and ignorance, and the apparent indifference of the
authorities of the time. It is also a story which has become
confused, tangled and doubtful, with many conflicting
versions of the “facts”.
It is difficult to appreciate how hard, short and unforgiving
life was in the middle of the 18th century for most people,
especially for the poor, the old and the infirm. (It was a time
of great uncertainty and threat, with the Jacobite rising - the
’45 - in full swing.) Ruth Osborne and her husband John were
all of these - poor, old and infirm – and in consequence they
were often inmates of the workhouse at Tring. John is usually
reported to have been younger than his wife, and able to earn
small amounts occasionally by labouring on local farms, but
Ruth had no option but to beg for scraps. At John
Butterfield’s dairy farm at Gubblecote her plea for some
buttermilk (which she had noticed in pales in the farmyard)
was refused, as the farmer insisted he did not even have
sufficient for the needs of his animals. In return, Ruth
apparently “cursed” Mr. Butterfield, although the exact words
she used are not certain. Various versions are quoted (“the
Pretender would have him and his hogs too”, “hope his cattle
would be overtaken by the Pretender” and so on.) Most share
a reference to the Pretender – Bonny Prince Charlie – which
would indicate the year to be 1745. There is some difficulty
with this date however, as the sequel is on official record as
having happened six years later, by which time one would
assume such a minor incident would have been forgotten.
The farmer, Mr Butterfield, became ill, suffering from fits (he
had had similar problems before, and may have suffered from
cholera) moreover, his calves also became ill (probably
distemper.)
Whether it was because of the likely cost, or because of their
perceived limited abilities, he was persuaded that doctors
could not help in a case of “witchcraft” and so –
hypocritically – a “wise woman” was sought instead. (“Wise
Woman” was a euphemism for “White Witch” – probably
young and presentable rather than old and wizened.) An
apparently suitably qualified woman was found in
Northamptonshire. She was referred to as a sagacious,
renowned person, famous for curing diseases produced by
witchcraft. Despite also being considered “somewhat costly”
she was summoned to Tring. On arrival, she immediately
confirmed that Ruth Osborne was a witch, and that John
Butterfield was cursed and gave instructions for a guard to be
placed around the victim’s house. Six strong men were armed
with pitchforks, staves and “other weapons” and stood vigil
night and day. They were provided in addition with “charms”
by the wise woman to protect them from also being
bewitched. All this proved of no immediate help to Mr
Butterfield; nevertheless, he did make some eventual
recovery.
By 1751, Mr Butterfield was no longer a farmer, whether as a
result of his own ill health or the misfortune with his animals
is not known, but in an attempt to escape the curse he had
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By Martin Winship
become the proprietor of a “low ale house” (which was also
located in Gubblecote, although no trace of it now remains.)
He must have related his unfortunate run-in with the “witch”
Ruth Osborne to his customers on many occasions. In April
“unknown persons” decided to do something about it (and to
drum up some trade for the pub, the hamlet and the Tring
area generally.) An anonymous letter was circulated in Tring,
and it was also arranged for this letter to be read out, on the
18th April 1751 (market day) by the town crier of Hemel
Hempstead, and by the town criers of Leighton Buzzard and
Winslow on their subsequent market days. The letter
announced the intention to “swim” a couple on the 22nd. The
contents of the letter were discovered by the Parish Overseer
of the poor in Tring (Mr Matthew Burton [or Barton]) and
when he realised that the intended victims were Mr and Mrs
Osborne, he placed them in the workhouse.
Little more was done to prevent what was by then an illegal
act – the Witchcraft Act of 1735 had removed the
“impossible crime” of witchcraft from British law – apart
from lodging the old couple in the Tring workhouse for their
safety; then, when the size of the threatening crowd became
apparent to Jonathan Tompkins, Master of the workhouse,
the Osbornes were moved to the sanctuary of the Parish
Church vestry. The mob gathering at Tring workhouse on the
22nd was estimated to number between 4000 and 10000 and
although composed mainly of the poor and the ignorant, also
included many well-dressed persons, some even mounted on
horseback. They broke into and searched the workhouse,
without success, and in frustration the mob caused extensive
damage, breaking windows, smashing down a garden fence –
and even managing to pull down the end wall of the building
(which later had to be abandoned and demolished, the
inmates being transferred to Berkhamsted.)
In mounting fury, they ransacked the place and, in the belief
that a witch could hide in the space occupied by a cat, even
searched inside the saltbox. When they gathered dry hay and
torches and threatened to burn down the workhouse, and the
town of Tring as well, and murder the workhouse master, Mr
Tompkins, he gave in and revealed where the poor old couple
were hiding. The mob marched to the church and with scant
regard for “sanctuary” broke down the door and captured
Ruth and John. They secured them in the defined manner –
left thumb tied to right big toe, right thumb to left big toe –
and dragged them to Gubblecote, where a stream had been
dammed to make a pool sufficiently deep for the swimming.
One yeoman farmer of Wilstone (Mr Nott Gregory,) a braver
and better man than most, interceded and removed the
blockage. But the reprieve was short-lived; the couple were
dragged further to Marston Mere (several different names
and locations are quoted) and, separately, subjected to the
torture of being ducked repeatedly and being pulled across
the water by ropes.
No individual person was solely responsible for the murder
of Ruth Osborne, but Thomas Colley, a local chimney-sweep,
was seen by many witnesses to use a stick to push the old
woman under the water and round the pond; at one point,
now completely naked, she reportedly got her head above the
surface and grabbed hold of the stick, but Colley pushed it
down on her chest and forced her under again. After three
duckings and three pullings across the pond, she was dead
(and was therefore innocent.) John Osborne did not drown
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(and was therefore guilty) and despite the subsequent ordeal
of being tied to his dead wife probably survived the ordeal,
although accounts differ on this. Thomas Colley now took a
collection of money from the crowd for the “sport” he had
shown them.
At the inquest or inquiry which was quickly held at the Half
Moon pub in Wilstone, there were many witnesses to these
barbaric actions, but few people were indicted or brought to
trial. There are differing accounts of the roles and
responsibilities of the few named suspects. The one definite
name is that of Thomas Colley. His part in the witch hunt
was limited, no mention being made of him (in any of the
witness statements) in connection with the instigation nor the
execution of the Tring riot and ransacking of the workhouse.
His actions at the actual scene of the murder of Ruth proved
sufficient for him to be arrested and taken to Hertford for
trial. He was found guilty and sentenced to be hung. There is
evidence that this sentence was deliberately calculated to
help stamp out entrenched belief in witchcraft and the
vigilante reaction to it; in a letter from the Reverend Roland
Johnson, JP for Hemel Hempstead, to Lord Cowper, Lord
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, he said “…absolutely necessary
are such punishments for the common people…are strongly
instigated to commit disorders of this kind, unless restrained
by examples…”
When the time came for Colley to be moved from Hertford
gaol to be executed, the guard of the sheriff and his men was
bolstered by a party of soldiers; 108 men and their officers
(with trumpeters) of the Blues. After an overnight stop at St.
Albans, the procession moved on to Tring, where another
bizarre episode occurred. When Colley’s wife and daughter
were allowed to see him, the handkerchief of one of the
soldiers became stuck in his holster; when he pulled out his
handkerchief his pistol went off, and the ball went into the
ground. This caused confusion and dismay and it was at first
thought that the soldiers were being attacked and that the

Classic motoring

By Colin Davenport

TO MANY people Classic cars are kept in museums or only
come out for shows but there is a huge brigade who believe
that classic cars should be used and enjoyed.
I am one of the latter, along with my wife Heather, so we are
often out and about, but I must admit to restricting its use to
spring, summer and autumn and hopefully dry spells but that is
not always possible.
A good example of that happened last year at the end of May
and early June when we took our 60 year old MG from
Santander in Northern Spain across the French Pyrenees to
Perpignan and Cadaques on the Mediterranean coast. We then
returned across the Spanish side of the Pyrenees.
We had rain for 10 out of the 14 days and even had to turn
back on one occasion because the road was blocked by 3 feet
of snow. We were in the company of another but younger MG
(only50) and had a wonderful time despite the weather.
Over the last few years we have travelled in Italy, France,
Spain, Holland and in June to Belgium. Earlier this year an
800 mile trip round North Wales during splendid weather was
only marred when the battery suddenly died completely,
resulting in a call to the AA who turned up with a brand new
battery. Thus we continued without further mishap.
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shot had come from an overlooking window. When order
had been restored the party moved off once more to the
place of execution at Gubblecote Cross in Lukes Lane, on
the border between Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire.
After the confession and death statement of Colley had been
read out to the massive sullen crowd (said to number many
thousands, and muttering comments like “it was a hard case
to hang a man for destroying an old wicked woman that had
done so much mischief by her witchcraft”) he was hung. His
body was left hanging in the gibbet until only his skeleton
remained.
Lukes Lane is a narrow, twisting road between high hedges
and trees, and there is small wonder that it subsequently
gained the reputation of being haunted, by both the spectral
rattling of Thomas Colley’s bones, and later by the
manifestation of a great black dog, also reputed to be the
ghost or spirit of the hanged man. A local schoolmaster
wrote “When we came near the spot where a portion of the
gibbet had lately stood, we saw on the bank of the roadside a
flame of fire as large as a man’s hat. ‘What’s that?’ I
exclaimed. ‘Hush!’ said my companion and suddenly pulling
in his horse, made a dead stop. I then saw an immense black
dog in front of our horse, the strangest creature I ever
beheld. He was as big as a Newfoundland, but very gaunt,
shaggy with long ears and tail. Eyes like balls of fire and
large, long teeth for he opened his mouth, and seemed to
grin at us. In a few minutes the dog disappeared seeming to
vanish like a shadow or to sink into the earth and we drove
over the spot where he had lain.”
Time and repeated re-telling of the story of England’s last
witch hunt have resulted in the uncertainty about many of
the details, muddying the waters as much as the pond in
which poor Ruth Osborne was drowned. Still, anyone is
welcome to come and investigate further the dark lonely
corners of this remote part of Hertfordshire – if they dare!

Compared to modern cars, old cars are very easy for the
average man (or woman) to maintain and if the cars are more
than 40 years old, you pay no road tax, insurance is relatively
cheap if you go for a limited mileage, 3-5000 miles per
annum ,which is the norm. In addition, provided you choose
the right car, they can be an investment with no depreciation.
Our next trips are to Denmark in August along with 250 other
MGs and then the Loire valley in September.

Enjoying the Mediterranean sunshine
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Local names and numbers
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Steve Hunneysett
01707 354192
PCSO Lee Clements
01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000
Call the police if you see a crime being committed.
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter
01296 668337
Brownies
Rachel Friedli
01442 827577
Guides
Sheila Hill
01442 823463
Beavers
Sarah Hodgson
01442 823787
Cubs
Jane Dawson
01442 827410
Scouts
Kate Blanchard
07971 404465
LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs
01296 661021
St Cross Wilstone
Vicar Rev’d Joanne Wetherall
01442 851200
Churchwarden
Ken Martin
01442 822894
St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis
01442 822170
Churchwardens
Christine Rutter
01296 668337
John Barron
01296 631351
All Saints Long Marston
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
01442 822170
Keyholder Carole Harrison
01296 668526
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson
01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Lucy Bancroft
07590 989202
Villages Warden
Colin Reedman
01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Liz Ayling
07973 786389
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton
01296 662849
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Kelly Wall
07830 215266
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group
Ali Driver
01296 662482
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland
01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman
01296 668054
Long Marston School
01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke
0207 219 4459
Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781
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Pet Dog Training
Claudia Cox
Evelyn Chapman
Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge
Village News
Phil Buchi
Whitchurch Morris Men
John Bush
Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Jane Waterhouse
Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings:Tony Short
Wilstone Toddlers
Jane Cole
WI
Sue Barraclough
Wilstone Community Shop

01296 668752
01908 502272
01442 891444
01296 661339
01296 641382
01442 826813
01442 823096
01442 828272
01296 668272
01442 891167

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home
in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.
Advertising enquiries:
Graham Thorpe
01442 822923
villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com
Send your editorial contributions, articles,
event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:
Thursday 21 August 2014.
John McCall will be your editor.
You can read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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60 years and going strong
WILSTONE residents Chris and Vic Spratt have recently
celebrated their 60th (yes 60th!) wedding anniversary. Both
are very active bridge players, volunteers for the National
Trust at the Pitstone Mill and keen motorists. They are pictured here with their spotless MGB which is often seen going
through Wilstone. Chris has only just given up playing golf
at Mentmore where she is a lifetime member and Vic is a
volunteer at the Pitstone museum.
Vic started the Berkhamsted Tool Hire shop 42 years ago and
it is now run by their son Stuart and his wife Lesley.
One evening about two months ago there was a knock at our
front door, on answering we were greeted by the Brownies
who very kindly and unexpectedly presented us with a pot of
pansies. We were delighted with this little present and found
a place for them in our garden.
We would like to let the Brownies know that the pansies are
still alive and well and have given us a lot of pleasure and are
still doing so.
They are being cared for by the gnomes as can be seen in the
picture.
Vic and Chris Spratt
Pictures courtesy of The Gazette/David Satchel and hemeltoday.co.uk

A junior male kingfisher captured on the north bank of the
Wilstone reservoir.

Pictures by Jason Lee Charles Hurst
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No, not the eighth wonder of the world - see the article
on page 28
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The opening ceremony
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“My sword is bigger than yours”

The child handlers

Waiting for the results

The children’s fancy dress competition

See page 2 for the
winning caption

The Barbeque and bar staff kept everybody fed and watered (water !!!!!) while the Hemel band played on.

The Roman encampment
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At the end of an exhausting day!

