
Village News 

Wilstone  
Medieval fête a 
huge success 
WILSTONE chose a perfect day and 
theme for their annual fête. Lady 
Godiva led a procession through the 
village and arrival at the recreation 
ground officially opened the fête. The 
scene was set for start of a wonderful 
afternoon with the dancers and bat-
tling knights of the Lions Rampant 
Troupe, the children’s fancy dress 
competition and the fun dog show in 
the main arena . Supported by many 
sideshows and stalls there was plenty 
for everyone to enjoy. See P27/28  
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Local man in Chelsea Gold Team 
KEEN local Gardener John Noakes was part of 
the small team of Alpine Garden Society mem-
bers who won a Gold Medal at the Royal Chel-
sea Flower Show for their Alpine Garden. 
 

John said “ The judges were unanimous in 
their opinion and we were overwhelmed with 
accolades from visitors and television person-
alities including Carol Klein and Alan Tich-
marsh. It has been hard work, great fun and a 
wonderful sense of camaraderie.” 
Read full story on page 18 

Lady Godiva  leading  a group of knights and 
ladies through Wilstone. Photo Village News 

Travellers choose Wilstone to settle 
 
AN Irish travelling family intends to settle 
on land they own in Wilstone and have 
applied for planning permission for 3 
fixed mobile homes and 3 touring cara-
vans. George Purcell and his brother pur-
chased the land in 2004 that lies to the 
south of the village behind Pear Tree Cot-
tage.  It is expected that 10 people from 
two families including 6 children will oc-
cupy the site if planning is granted. 
 

See Council News on page 10. 

The Alpine Garden 

Hard standing for caravans as viewed from the 
north east bank of Wistone Reservoir 
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Help with these 1930's pictures from Long Marston School 
DO you recognize anyone in these delightful pictures 
taken at Long Marston School in the late 1930's? Maybe 
someone from your family is included. The photos have 
been sent in to Village News by Peter Savage. Peter now 
lives in Devon, but in the 1930's his father, Mr Gordon 
Savage, was Headmaster at Long Marston School. Peter 
is preparing some of his father's archive material for the 
school and would be grateful for any information anyone 
has about the pupils and staff in the pictures, and when 
they might have been taken. If you can assist - even 
with one name - please let him know. You can email 
him at peasavage@compuserve.com, or write to us at 
Village News (address at top of page 3) and we will pass 
on your letters. Thank you Peter for offering these 
great pictures for publication. They all look as if they 
are having a lovely time! 
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Village View                            by John Painter 

IT’S been a funny Spring.  After 
May in April came June at the be-
ginning of May and it really looked 
as though Summer was on its way.  
The birds had nested - some had 
even seen their offspring leave 
home.  Then Winter arrived back 
for the Bank Holiday – the 
temperature on the Monday was 5 
Centigrade (41 Fahrenheit).  A long 
hot summer is still predicted – after 
all the rain over the Bank  
Holiday weekend there had just 
better not be a hosepipe ban!  Per-
haps this colourful view will re-
mind us that the local landscape on 
a sunny day is quite idyllic.

The Road to Marsworth, Wilstone Cemetery                                 photo John Painter 

Football team 1934-1935  

1

2
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St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any 
of these services. 

at 
St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
 

1 July 
10.00am St Peter and St Paul, Tring Patronal Service  
 

8 July 
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 
 

15 July 
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

22 July 
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship 
10.00am All Sts Holy Communion & Sunday Club 
3.30pmtab St Mary’s Evensong 
 

29 July 
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion (Team Service) 
 

5 August 
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

12 August 
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion Patronal Service 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 
 

19 August 
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

26 August 
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion  
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 
 

Editor this month: Colin Moore 
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE 
Phone:    (01442) 890 599 
 

Editorial Team  
Caroline Beevers, Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran 
Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore, Jill Walker 

Advertising Manager 
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526 
Finance Manager & Treasurer 
John Harrison (01296) 668 526 

 

It’s all happening in the Parish this time with fêtes and  
shows in full swing, Wilstone with their Medieval theme 
really drew in the crowds, helped perhaps a little by the 
glorious sunny day. Let’s hope Long Marston have the 
same good fortune.  Taking a traditional show approach 
to their annual event, there is live music, many side-
shows, tug of war and plenty of show classes for entrants 
of all ages.  
Puttenham also have events in July and August, not for-
getting the Flying Teddies! 
 

Its good to see such large numbers of people supporting 
local events and taking an interest in their parish. I was 
so surprised see the large number of people at the last 
Parish Council Meeting, although perhaps this was not 
surprising in view of the agenda.  However we should all 
be prepared to take the time and put our views, whatever 
they may be, in writing to the authorities.  This is one of 
the most effective ways to ensure your opinion is heard. 
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Village News 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing 
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800. 

Deadline for items for our next edition  
(September) is Thursday 16 August 2007. 

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at:  

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Village News’ 
www.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’ 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Church services 
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What’s on... 

Saturday 30 June 
Midsummer Ramble 10.30 (changed from 23rd June). 
Sunday 1 July 
Family Games Day - Oakley House, Astrope, 2pm. 
Wednesday 4 July  
 The Alzheimer’s Café, Pond Close Tring 12 noon  
Sunday 8 July 
Youth in Need Activity Afternoon, Wilstone VH, 2pm. 
Saturday 14 July 
Fun Day, 2pm - 4pm, Wilstone village church garden. 
Sunday 29 July 
Chilterns Countryside Festival, 11am - 4pm, Ashridge 
Estate.  Free. 
Saturday 4 August 
Long Marston Village Show. 
Sunday 12 August 
St. Mary's “Patronal Picnic". 
Sunday 19 –Tuesday 21 August 
3 day Minor Counties cricket at Long Marston, 11am.   
Thursday 30 August 
Bucks County Show, 10am - 5pm, Weedon Hill, Ayles. 
Saturday 1 September 
Jumble sale - Puttenham. 
Friday 7 September 
Coffee evening 7.30 pm, 19 Tring Road Wilstone, 
in aid of village church. 
Saturday 8  September  
Sponsored ‘Bike and Hike ‘ 10am-6pm start at your 
local parish church  
Sunday 9 September 
'Snapshot in Time' village photo at Wilstone family 
day and BBQ. Wilstone village hall. 
Monday 1 October 
Flower arranging evening with Neil Gurney. 
7.30 pm Wilstone Village Hall in aid of village church. 
Saturday 6 October 
Supper and Auction - Puttenham. 
Tuesday 18 December 
Carols around the tree - Long Marston. 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm) 
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 
Wednesday 18 July, Puttenham Cecilia Hall. 
Wednesday 15 August, Wilstone village hall. 

Diary dates... THE   ART   OF 
FLOWER   ARRANGING 

 

A N E V E N I N G
w i t h

N E I L G U R N E Y
MONDAY  1 st  OCTOBER 

 

at 7.30 pm 
In Wilstone Village Hall 

 

Tickets £10 each including cheese & wine 
from Village Shop 

or telephone: 01442 824394 
in aid of village church 

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 
 

MIDSUMMER RAMBLE 
 

SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 
 

START – 10.30am, BOOT INN, LONG MARSTON 
 

All welcome – the walk will be about 6-7 miles in total 
with a pub lunch stop in Aston Clinton before  

returning to Long Marston. 
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Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: 5th & 19th July 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.10 to 11.30 
Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.35 to 12.35 
Astrope  (Astrope Lane)   13.15 to 13.35 
Puttenham (Church Lane )  13.40 to 14.40 
Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                14.50 to 16.20 

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

WILSTONE 
 VILLAGE 

F U N D A Y
SATURDAY 14 JULY 

from 2-4 pm 
 

CAKE STALL   BRIC-A-BRAC 
 GAMES        COMPETITIONS 

 RAFFLE       REFRESHMENTS 
IN WILSTONE VILLAGE 

Family fun activities include: 
 

• Beat the Goalie 
• Treasure Hunt 
• Art and Craft 
 

Where: Wilstone Village Hall 
When:   Sunday 8th July 2pm - 5pm 

 Cost:   £5 per child (includes all activities). 
Adults free! From Wilstone Village Shop,   

Janet Henshaw and Vanessa Iley.  
(Phone:01442 826018) 

 

Adults - Please come and support us 
and purchase afternoon tea  

And enjoy the fun!!! 
A raffle will be held mid-afternoon.  
Your support is gratefully received. 

COFFEE EVENING 
with 

MARY and ANDREW MINTER 
19 NEW ROAD WILSTONE 

FRIDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 
at 7.30 pm 

BRING & BUY and RAFFLE 
in aid of 

Wilstone Village Church 

Sponsor a duck and help break 
a world record!
On Sunday 2 September, organisers of the Great British 
Duck Race aim to send 165,000 rubber ducks down a 1km 
stretch of the River Thames and set a new World Record, 
raising thousands of pounds for UK charities. Please sup-
port Scannappeal, sponsor a duck, help break the record and 
give yourself the chance to win £10,000 in this national 
scheme.  Visit www.thegreatbritishduckrace.co.uk for more 
information. 

Friends of Ashridge    
The next big event being organised by the 
Friends of Ashridge is an open-air theatre pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s light-hearted comedy,  
Much Ado About Nothing by the Chapterhouse Theatre 
Company at Ashridge Monument (near the visitor centre) 
on Friday 24 August, 7.30pm. Bring a picnic (from 6pm) 
and chairs – plus appropriate weather protection! Tickets 
are £12 per adult, £8 students and children, £35 for a family 
of up to four. There is a 10% discount for groups of 10 or 
more.  
 

Book via See Tickets (www.seetickets.com or 0871 
2200260) or in person from: Michael Edmunds Insurance, 
Tring.  
The Friends’ Gentle Strolls continue through the summer, 
alongside the NT’s extensive programme of walks and 
talks. Brian and Siân Barton will lead these up-to-2 hours,     
informal walks, observing the wildlife in different parts of 
the Ashridge Estate. 
Sunday 19 August 2.30pm  
Map ref. SP 971 131 - meet by the Visitor Centre on Monu-
ment Green. 

Friday 21 September 10.30am  
Map ref. SP 979 127 - meet at B4506 road end of Monu-
ment Drive. 

Tuesday 16 October 2.30pm   
Map ref. SP 979 127 - meet at B4506 road end of Monu-
ment Drive. 
 

Stout waterproof footwear recommended. All welcome, no 
booking required, £1.50 per person on the day. More infor-
mation: 01442 823 727. 



Village News 

Page 6  July/Augus t  2007  

What’s on…            continued 

Great Gap, Ivinghoe, 
Nr Leighton Buzzard 

LU7 9DZ 
 

Open from mid June to October 

30 different varieties of fruit 
and vegetable to pick your own 

 

Visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk
or ring 01296 668175  
for more information 

THIS IS PENDON 
 An exhibition in miniature of life in the 

Vale of the White Horse during the 1920s and 1930s 

NOW ON! HOLIDAY HAUNTS: Discover what 
(TIL END OF SEPTEMBER) attracted hundreds of thousands to Go 
 Great Western to the sun – a nostalgic  
 look at holidays over 70 years ago. 
 JULY 21st & 22nd NOSTALGIA WEEKEND: What 
 (11.00 til 5.30pm) people did on their summer holidays 
 AUGUST 11th HISTORIC MADDER VALLEY 
 (2.00 til 5.30pm) RAILWAY COMES TO LIFE! 
From SEPTEMBER 11th SPEED TO THE WEST: With inspired 
 advertising and posters, its own jigsaws, 
 books & iconic trains such as the Cornish 
 Riviera Ltd and the Torbay Express, the 
 GWR promised sun soaked  
 Mediterranean holidays here in England. 
OCTOBER 13th & 14th DOLLS HOUSE WEEKEND 
 (11.00 til 5.30pm) 
 NOVEMBER 11th MADDER VALLEY RAILWAY 
 (2.00 til 5.30pm) RUNS AGAIN! 
 
See the map, opening times and prices at   www.pendonmuseum.com 
PENDON is at Long Wittenham, OX14 4QD, Near Abingdon and Didcot.

When you visit, please tell us where you saw this advertisement 

REMEMBER THIS DAY 

Your opportunity for you and your family to be part of Wilstone’s 
 photographic history 

The Village Hall Committee is arranging a photo shoot as part of the Village Family Day, and want 
to include ABSOLUTELY EVERYONE who lives or works in or around Wilstone. It will include 

those who used to live here, or has any association with it. 
 

It is simply intended to reflect a point in time in the life of the people of Wilstone. 
 Prints will be available if required. 

 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW TO COME TO THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 9TH
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What’s on in Puttenham  by Christine Rutter 

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST 
 

FAMILY GAMES DAY
SUNDAY, 1ST JULY – 2 p.m. 

 

OAKLEY HOUSE GARDEN, 
 ASTROPE 

 

Become a “Champion” in 
 

Cricket, Cycling, Penalties, Golf, 
 Table Tennis Tossing-the-Caber, 

 Skittles & Basketball  
 

and go home with a “Gold Medal” 
 

Fun for all the family (£1 for 2 rounds) 
Tea Marquee  -  Produce Stall  

 Tombola 
Wooden Horse Racing 

St. Mary’s 

PATRONAL FESTIVAL  
FUN 

 

SUNDAY – 12th AUGUST 

From 2.30 p.m. 
 

Floral Displays - “Flying Teddies”  
 Entertainment 

Puttenham Cream Teas ! 

Come and join us, be it wet or fine 

VISIT OUR STALL AT “The Horti Show” -- Sat. 4th Aug 

JUMBLE SALE

SATURDAY  1st SEPTEMBER 
2 p.m. at  

 Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 

MAYHEM at the Queen’s Head                               by Jon Reeves 
WATER water everywhere. Like many of the properties in Long Marston last bank holiday 
Monday, the Queen’s Head was underwate, if only by a few inches. In the spirit of the festi-
val season we decided to go ahead with the music. The event was started off with a set by 
Richard Dunn, a local lad from Tring, who had luckily turned up in his shorts and so he per-
formed his set in bare feet, as the fire brigade started to pump out the water. 
 

All the artists performing on the day really entered into the spirit of the day. Richard Miller, 
slide guitarist, enjoyed himself so much he has decided to return to the Queen’s Head for a 
regular Sunday lunchtime performance, so if you missed him the first time now you have 
another chance. 
 

This was a truly great day that owes everything to the bands that played, the guys behind the 
bar and the audience who kept on having a good time and all with wet feet, but most of all to 
the fire brigade who saved the day and we were pleased to welcome them back for some 
Hog Roast. 
 

Thank you everyone for making it happen. Here’s to the next time! Electrifying! 

DROP IN at the CECILIA HALL FOR REFRESHMENT 
 WHILE CYCLING -- Beds & Herts Cycle Ride  Saturday 8th Sept. 
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In brief... 

Thanks to Dog Show helpers 

Jill and Peter Walker and the 
Wilstone Village Hall Commit-
tee would like to say a big thank 
you to Evelyn, Linda, Rose and 
Yvonne from the Long Marston 
Dog Training Club and their 
help in running the Dog Show so 
well again for our 4th year! Call Evelyn Chapman for more 
details of dog and puppy training classes, which take place 
every Monday evening in Long Marston Village Hall. Eve-
lyn’s phone number is on the contact list at the back of The 
Village News. 

The Fête 
 

I would like to thank, from the bottom of my heart, the Vil-
lage Hall Fête Committee and all the wonderful helpers for 
staging such a fantastic Fête. What an amazing spectacle! I 
am so proud to be part of this community. THANK YOU 
TO ALL OF YOU. 
 

An old Wilstonian  

Local charities team up 
Community nursing teams from Iain Rennie and the Hos-
pice of St Francis are working together on a pilot scheme 
that aims to enhance the care of people living with ad-
vanced illness. The St Francis nurses will support and ad-
vise the hands-on Iain Rennie nurses to provide the best 
care the two hospices can give. Dr Ros Taylor, the Hospice 
of St Francis Medical Director said,“This is the first step to 
using the skills and resources of both teams to provide care 
for our patients in their own homes. There are many people 
who have wanted to see the two hospices work more closely 
together for a long time.” 

News from All Saints 
 

After several days of heavy rain showers, Sunday 17th June 
turned out to be a dry and warm day for the Marsworth 
Steam Rally. Our marquee had been set up and the genera-
tor put in place, the urns and teapots were collected and the 
cakes made – now it’s 9am and time for us to set up. The 
small band of helpers spent a busy 7 hours making tea and 
coffee and serving juice and cakes to over 400 adults and 
children. We would like to thank Josie Kempster for invit-
ing us again this year and also thanks to those who made 
cakes. A big thank you goes to everyone who helped on the 
day – our profit of £322 was well worth the effort. If you 
did not help this year perhaps you can join us in 2008! 
 

Our next fund raising venture is at the Long Marston Show 
when we will have a CAKE STALL again. All donations 
are most welcome and can be left with Carole Harrison. 

Tring Alzheimer’s Café Launch  
 
THE Dacorum branch of the Alzheimer’s Society is, in con-
junction with this year’s Alzheimer’s Awareness week, 
launching The Alzheimer’s Café on Wednesday July 4th at 
Pond Close, Tring 12noon – 2pm. 
 
This new venture will give people with dementia and/or 
their family and friends the opportunity for a regular gather-
ing in a safe welcoming environment in the company of 
other carers, volunteers and health care professionals. 
 
Following the launch, The Alzheimer’s Café will be held at 
Pond Close 10a.m. to 12 noon on alternate Mondays, com-
mencing Monday July 16th 2007. 
 
Dr Tomar, Consultant Psychiatrist from the Specialist Men-
tal Health Team for Older People will be our guest speaker 
at the launch. For details contact Glenys Bromage  Tel/Fax 
01442-260088 

After the flood! 
 
A SAFE place has been found to store surplus sandbags left 
over from the recent floods in Long Marston - just in case.  
The seriousness of the flooding was aggravated by failure 
of the sewage pumping station at Chapel Lane, Long Mar-
ston, during heavy rains.  The pumps upstream at Ched-
dington were working very well though, and they continued 
to send their cargo down the line to Long Marston regard-
less.  Parish Councillors heard the almost comic explanation 
that Thames Water were not aware that the pumps had 
failed because the automatic alarm had not worked - as the 
telephone line on which it depended was under water!  For-
tunately everyone else did take prompt action.  Dacorum 
Councillor Derek Townsend was thanked by the Parish 
Council for mobilising the fire brigade and the Borough 
Council, who were on the scene quickly.  Villagers rallied 
round, and cups of tea were produced for the firemen and 
workers while sandbags and mops were deployed in anger.  
Thames Water look like the villains of the piece though and 
remonstrations are in progress. 
 

Cyclist parking 
 
Cycle racks have now been installed at Long Marston and 
Wilstone village halls at a cost of £930.  Parish Councillor 
Peter Foster organised the project, and managed to get a 
grant for the full amount.  Cyclists may now dismount and 
wait awhile. 
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Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of  
quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 
Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 
Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 
And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Café and Gift Shop, set in the  
comfortable surroundings of our restored 

18th century barn.  
Toasted sandwiches, salads  
and ploughman's lunches. 

Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

Music under the stars 
IN nearby Buckland village, Diane and Richard Peel 
opened the gardens of Lower Farm on 2nd June for an after-
noon and evening of music under the stars. Four quite dif-
ferent bands appeared  giving the  audience a range of en-
tertainment from folk singers to dance band. The gardens 
were a delightful setting for the music. Though essentially a 
private event for local people, quite a number of visitors 
from this parish were observed to have sneaked across the 
border into Bucks to enjoy the festival. The concert raised 
money for the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home. Thank you 
Diane and Richard. 

Su Doku Corner      by Colin Moore 

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every 
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9.  

No 24 Difficult 

Stemming the tide in another direction, Parish councillors 
have met British Waterways officials investigating the ear-
lier flooding near Wilstone and Puttenham.  It has been con-
firmed that the new sluice and outflow at Wilstone reservoir 
are correctly built and were not the cause of the problem.  
Heavy rain over a prolonged period caused the extra flow.  
Good news though is that the Environment Agency pro-
poses to ‘adopt’ the Gudgeon Stream, which flows past 
Wilstone, as an official waterway in 2008.  This means that 
they will accept responsibility for maintaining the stream.  
The Parish Council will ask the EA to bring this adoption 
forward. 
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Parish Council News         by Phil Buchi   

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034. 
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly. 
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts 
HP23 4PB 

AWJW SERVICES 
All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 
Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  
Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  
& Harrowing 

 
Alan Winfield  

Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  
Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 
Tel: 01296-668977   

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com 
 

Fully Insured.  
Established Over 20 Years. 
New Inquiries Welcome. 

 

It was pointed out to the meeting that all residents had the 
right to register their comments on the application and that 
these comments had to be taken into account along with the 
views of the Parish Council. People were urged to make 
their views known to the planning authority, Dacorum Bor-
ough Council, before the deadline of 2nd July.  Comments 
may be registered via their website www.dacorum.gov.uk, 
or in writing to Fiona Bogle, Planning Officer, Dacorum 
Borough Council, Civic Centre, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 
1HH, quoting the application reference.  Full details of the 
application and all the supporting documents can be viewed 
on the website. 
 

Housing answers 
Kate Bowles from Dacorum's housing department came to 
answer in person councillors’ questions about the proposed 
development for local affordable housing in Wilstone. She 
said that the proposal to incorporate some privately owned 
land in the development was just one option, and did not 
have to be part of the scheme.  She confirmed that as the 
Parish Council had asked for all of the properties to be 
available to local people for affordable rents, not just 75%, 
then this could be incorporated into the scheme subject only 
to an exceptions clause to prevent properties sitting empty.  
She also confirmed that tenants would not have the right to 
buy, and would be excluded from the similar "right to ac-
quire". Rents would be set by the housing association in 
accordance with government regulations.  Responding to 
Councillors concerns she said: "Lessons were learned from 

Caravan objections 
 

MORE than 60 villagers attended the June 20th meeting of 
the Parish Council to voice their objections to an applica-
tion to use a plot of land on the outskirts of Wilstone for 3 
residential and 3 touring caravans.  Application number 
4/01070/07/FUL relating to a plot of land behind Pear Tree 
Cottage, Wilstone Green, was made to Dacorum Council by 
Mr George Purcell for change of use to accommodate the 
caravans for occupation by a single traveller's family.  Four 
adults and six children belonging to Mr Purcell's family are 
listed in the application documents as the intended occu-
pants of the land, which was purchased in 2004. 
 

The Parish Council heard people’s views that this was an 
unsuitable site for the proposed development.  All the 
speakers voiced objections.  Also present to hear local opin-
ions were Borough Councillor Derek Townsend, County 
Councillor (and Mayor of Tring) Nick Hollinghurst, and the 
Dacorum Enforcement Officer, Jim Henderson.  After dis-
cussing the application themselves, the Parish Council 
agreed to object to the application as it was an inappropriate 
development in a rural area outside of the village boundary; 
it did not meet the requirement that any new development 
had to enhance the area; access to the site is unsafe because 
of the busy road; and that there had been previous breaches 
of planning regulations for which enforcement notices were 
still outstanding. 
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 
Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 
Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 
Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 
Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 
Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 
Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 
Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623 
 
The Clerk to the Council is: 
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 
 
The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 
 
Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 
 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   
Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

Julie Nicholls 
Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 
Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 
Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 

The Mill scheme - we will not make these mistakes again".  
The brief would be put out to developers in July with bids 
returned by the end of September. The Parish Council 
would be involved in the final selection and details of the 
development.  Councillors felt that their questions had been 
satisfactorily answered. 
 

Poor finishing 
The standard of finishing-off the recent repairs to local 
roads was so poor that Councillors were appalled by the 
shoddy work.  Contractors working for Hertfordshire High-
ways had sprayed tar over rubbish, puddles and verges with 
no preparation prior to chipping the surface.  County Coun-
cillor Nick Hollinghurst said the situation was 
“disgraceful", and he was taking it further.  Parish council-
lor Chris Griffiths had spent a considerable time trying to 
get Herts Highways officials to respond to his complaints 
without success.  This sorry tale is not over yet. 
 

Tree questions 
Tree experts commissioned by the Parish Council have rec-
ommended that two elderly trees at Long Marston recrea-
tion ground do not need to be felled, but should instead be 
pollarded.  The Council agreed to carry out the work and 
will obtain the necessary quotations before proceeding.  
Chairman Cllr Mike Tomlinson suggested that ad-hoc 
maintenance jobs like this should be part of a long term 
plan to develop and enhance the council-owned recreation 
grounds at Long Marston and Wilstone for the benefit of the 
community.  Further thought will be given to how this 
might be done. 
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Trainspotters’ corner! 
 
London & South Western Railway 2-4-0 well tank engine, 
No. 30585, can often be seen locally as it is based at the 
Bucks Railway Centre at Quainton.  Designed in 1874 for 
pulling suburban trains from Waterloo, it then worked on 
clay trains in Cornwall until 1962 - a working life of around 
90 years!  Seen here departing with the afternoon excursion 
at Didcot Railway Centre recently. 

London & South Western Railway 2-4-0 well 
tank engine, No. 30585 

WI admire blossoms 
 

EACH June Long Marston and 
Puttenham WI enjoy an evening visit 
to a local ‘Yellow Book’ garden.  This 
year the sun shone on ‘Blossoms’,  the 
glorious four acre garden created by 
Dr and Mrs Hytten high in the Chil-
terns at Cobblers Hill above Great 
Missenden.  Created from hill-top 
fields, the garden features eucalyptus 
and acers, an old apple orchard, large 
climbing roses and new herbaceous 
borders.  Dr Hytten’s skilful wood-
carvings stand beside great trees.  He 
has made a very special place and with 
his gentle and informative guidance, 
the WI had a very special evening. 

WI members with 'Blossoms' creator Dr Hytten. 

And now a fishy story 
 
By Paul Dumpleton 
 
My wife and I were walking the Aylesbury arm of the 
Grand Union canal between the Gudgeon stream and Put-
tenham on Easter Monday in the late afternoon. We noticed 
two anglers on the tow path ahead accompanied by much 
splashing and activity. As we got to them we watched them 
pull out and weigh the 17lb 5oz common carp and we pho-
tographed them holding it. The anglers said they had caught 
two other 10 – 12lb specimens earlier in the day but this 
monster far surpassed the others.  

Paul suggests that a better story would be that  a very good 
friend of the mine caught it using an 8 ft bamboo cane, 10 
yards of bale string and a bent nail whilst taking a sleep on 
the tow path while pretending to listen to the test match on 
his radio.!! Ed  

Unknown anglers catch monster carp! 
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter 
All aspects of commercial 

& domestic carpentry considered 
 

Get someone else to do all those jobs 
 you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages! 

Phone Andy 
(01525) 240691 

Your local and friendly private hire taxis 
 

Do you like good quality service with a difference? 
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers 

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys? 
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages 

Business/private accounts welcome 
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk 

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call: 
01296 661999 

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.com 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions 
Conversions 
Refurbishments 
All aspects of building 

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970 
 

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL 

CONTACT 
Owen Slater 07894 389461 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 
Domestic and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST 

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   
 Statutory Accounts 
 Management Accounts 
 Budgets and Cash flows 
 Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll 
 CIS, Corporation Tax Returns 
 Personal Tax Returns 
 Tax Planning 

Brensham Cottage 
Malting Lane 
Aldbury 
HERTS 
HP23 5RH 
 
Phone:  
01442 851962 
Fax: 01442 851962 
E-mail: 
info@sarahbuttars.co.uk 

T & S TREECARE 
 

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.   
All hedges shaped, pruned or removed. 
We also do turfing, grass cutting  
and fencing. 
All garden rubbish removed. 

 Mini Digger for hire  
 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 
 

Tel 01296 662167 
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A Rain-Free Day For Tennis Club Tournament         by Magaret Kelland 
THE annual Long Marston Tennis Club ‘Branham and 
Chorlton Cups’ tournament had been  
postponed from the rain-soaked Bank Holiday weekend.  
Sunday 17th June kept fine, and the 
competition kept the players busy all day.  The club was 
delighted that several new members took part,  
having been encouraged by regular participation in the 
summer Saturday club mornings. 
 
The Ladies’ Branham Cup was won by Margaret  
Kelland, with Lynn Dumpleton just one game  
behind.  The Men’s Chorlton Cup was shared by Terry 
Fitt and Dave Milburn, with Mike Dean a close runner up. 
 
Future fixtures include the club finals on 14 and 15th of 
July and the American Tournament on 2nd of September. 

Chorlton Cup winners Terry Fitt and Dave Milburn cele-
brate their win with Club Chairman Jane Dean.

Yacht Club feature 
Boating down under                                                 by John Rose 

Well known member of the local boating fraternity, John Rose, has extended his cruising range beyond Thrupp with a trip 
along the vast Parramatta and Hawkesbury Rivers in Australia.  Here he passes on his experiences for the benefit of other 
skippers.  

IF Auckland is the city of sails, then Sydney must be the city 
of petrol driven cruisers and ferry boats. The numerous inlets 
and bays at the mouth of the Parramatta River mean that the 
half-mile ferry crossing can save a ten mile car journey. The 
frequent ferry has to share the river with seagoing liners, trip 
boats, replica sailing boats and at least ten thousand privately 
owned boats, all of which move at about 20 knots.  This river 
is not a place for amateurs and everyone has to have a boat 
licence to use it. 
 

About 30km further north the Hawkesbury River, which 
winds from the Blue Mountains to the Pacific Ocean via Eng-
lish-sounding towns and national parks, is a much more gen-
tle affair. There are no locks, houseboats are rented out, while 
twin-engined boats can reach 10 knots on this narrow, slow 
flowing river.  Hirers of cruisers are not allowed to moor to 
other boats, enter marinas or take to sea, but it is quite an 
experience to look out on the Pacific after sailing to the 
heads of the river.  Floating buoys are provided for mooring 
or you have to drop the anchor. It is then possible to reach 
the shore on the tender which is provided with the cruiser, 
making us feel like Captain Cook rowing ashore for the first 
time.  Most inland waterways users find the anchor a mysterious object, but after a few goes it becomes as easy as mooring 
pins and ropes. 
 

On jaunts ashore it is advisable for one member to remain sober, having first memorised where the boat is anchored. It has 
been known for a party to finish up in the river or to board the wrong boat. Fortunately the river is pleasantly warm and non-
swimmers are provided with life jackets. Hiring terms are very similar to our own. There are a variety of sizes of boat rang-
ing from 2 to 10 berths and medium to luxury class. All boats come with showers and vacuum toilets as standard. It is possi-
ble to hire for as little as 2 days - a relaxing change from air travel - whilst the good fishing can provide you with edible fish 

A view of the Hawkesbury River in New South Wales 
where the weather is a bit more consistent than on the 
English inland waterways.                      (Picture: John Rose) 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

Problem with your windows? 
 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

AIRPORT 
CONNECTIONS 

Mobile: 07836 272122 
Licenced Private Hire 

ALPINE 

NEED A HANDYMAN! 
House & Garden Maintenance 

The Summer is Here: Get all Those Jobs Done  
That You Just Do not Have Time For!  

 

Grass Cutting, Patio Cleaning 
Painting,  Tiling  

(BTec, CITB Qualified) 
 

Ref No Problem 
 

Reasonable And Reliable 
 

Call Gavin on Tring (01442) 381306 
Mobile 07731 047439 
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Cows, Cows and More Cows                        by  Andy Ashwell 

WE have been continuing our walks in and around Long Mar-
ston over the past month or so and have only managed to an-
swer one or two of our questions from last time. We’ve found 
streams popping up all over the place (even up into some-
body’s toilet during the torrential rains); the donkeys aren’t 
radioactive horses and the spaceship isn’t theirs.  
 

As mentioned before, my daughter Florence loves animals 
and we spend much of our time together looking at those in 
the fields at the back of our house. However, as this can get a 
little bit tedious 
(for me, not for 
Florence) after 
our fourth or fifth 
visit to see them 
in one day, I try 
to add some vari-
ety to our walks 
and if possible 
incorporate some 
exercise into the 
bargain as well. 
 

The main ani-
mals that we see 
on our longer 
walks tend to be 
birds, rabbits and 
cows. The birds 
fly away and the rabbits disappear as soon as you spot them, 
so it’s quite fortunate that Florence is particularly fond of 
cows. She can spot a lone cow at 600 metres and a herd at 
over 800 metres. Once cows are spied she alerts me by jump-
ing up and down and pointing and mooing from her vantage 
point in the backpack. 
 

There are quite a few herds of cows in the fields around us 
with varying temperaments and levels of curiosity. There’s a 
herd near the spaceship, but they always seem to be at the far 
end of the field when we walk that way. The black cows be-

tween Chapel Lane and Astrope Lane are particularly in-
quisitive and come pretty close at times. However, once 
we’ve taken their photographs and moo’d  goodbye they 
seem to be happy to stand and stare as we proceed on our 
way.   
 

There are 
two other 
herds on the 
way to 
Wiltstone 
and the one 
nearest to 
the canal 
has several 
young 
calves. The 
other week 
we posed 
happily with 
one young 
mother and her calf and were a bit surprised to hear later 
that some poor soul had been trampled by those same cows 
and in that same field. Perhaps we’ll stick to mooing and 
pointing from a distance in future.  
 

Of course, another obvious problem with venturing into 
cow country is with their strategically placed calling cards. 
Although these are apparently spread randomly about the 
place, one will inevitably appear under your foot the mo-
ment you let your guard down. Fortunately for me I went to 
a school where they allowed cows to graze on the sports 
fields during the school holidays. As a result I am well prac-
tised at sidestepping these lovely bovine boot browners, 
having had to play rugby amongst them for the first few 
weeks of each new term. 
 

There’s still plenty for us to explore around the villages and 
as long as the weather and my back hold out, we’ll be ven-
turing further a field in search of more points of interest 
rather than more herds of cows.  

Friend or foe? 

Smile ! 

Cow spotting - Andy and Florence  

Moo 

?

Moo 

?

Spot The Footpath                            editor’s gripe  
A few years ago British Waterways when upgrading the car park at Wilstone reservoir pro-
vided at considerable expense a hard gravelled footpath from the north corner of the reser-
voir to the car park and steps. This gave much safer access for pedestrians and avoided 
having to walk along the highly dangerous Lower Icknield Way. Not much fun for anyone, 
let alone parents with young children.  
 
But where is the footpath now ? Completely overgrown and virtually impassable. 
 
Who is responsible for the path - British Waterways, Hertfordshire & Middlesex Wildlife 
Trust who manage the site ,or maybe Dacorum Council? I don't know, but it certainly 
needs attending to.  

Hidden Path 
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MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 
7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 
have moved to new business premises. 

All mechanical repairs 
Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned - 
 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site - welding -  
breakdowns - wheels balanced - 

tyres - batteries - exhausts.  
 

Fuel injection  
service. 

 

Phone or fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328 

 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

LTD 

 
�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES 
�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX) 
�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS & SERVICING       
�SHOWER & IMMERSION HEATER INSTALLATIONS 

AND REPAIRS 
�OUTSIDE LIGHTING 
�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING 
�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES 
�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING 
�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION 
�PART "P" APPROVED 
�FREE ESTIMATES

01296 – 712776    MOBILES... 07966 – 309846 
01582 – 668698                           07967 - 751001  

E-Mail... Dcelectricalltd@aol.com 

The  

Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Pub lunches and sandwiches served 
Monday to Saturday  

12 noon to 5pm  
Sunday lunch 12 noon to 5pm 
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I have always been a keen gardener and of recent years, 
developed a passion for alpine plants. Having a limited 
space in my garden these particular plants lend themselves 
to a small scale gardening if given the right conditions. Al-
though small, many have spectacularly vivid flowers and 
when seen in their mountain habitats they look like jewels. 
 

After a number of mountain plant expeditions I joined the 
Alpine Garden Society (A.G.S), an organization profiling 
alpine and high mountain flora together with small bulbs. 
This year I was invited to join a small team of the A.G.S. to 
build a display garden at the Chelsea Flower Show. 
 

One of the team had planned the design and one week 
ahead of the opening day we met to commence work on 
site. Our position was on a flat, virgin area within the Grand 
Marquee. It was just as well, as those outside were sub-
jected to successive downpours of rain, turning their efforts 
initially into bog gardens. 
Our design consisted of two large raised beds to be made 
from piled up railway sleepers. Between these would be a 
large metal water trough, together with a vertical section - a 
rill, over which water would flow. At ground level on either 
side of the trough was to be a paved area. Behind and at a 
higher level would be a large raised area constructed of 
wooden sheeting, supported by box pillars. This was 
planned to be a woodland area on one 
side and a scree on the other. 
 

On the first day a large lorry, hired by 
a group member, arrived bringing in all 
our equipment including more railway 
sleepers than I wish to see or move 
ever again! In addition were the vari-
ous sections of the water feature. 
Getting the lorry to the show ground at 
a particular time was a complicated 
exercise as everyone else was trying 
to do the same thing. The organizers 
had to operate like air traffic control-
lers, giving everyone a specific time 
slot for arriving and departing. A holding, stacking zone for 
lorries and vans was situated beside the old Battersea 
Power Station. 
 

The first task consisted of bolting together the sections of 
the water trough and the vertical part of the rill. The levels 
had had to be absolutely right, as  water is very unforgiving if 
the structure is not one hundred percent horizontal. 
 

Then came the shifting and arrangements of the railway 
sleepers; these had to be positioned on either side of the 
water feature. All this was back breaking stuff! I was not 
there the next day but our designer did not care too much for 
the layout of the sleepers and they had to be rearranged; a 
good day for me not to be around. 
When this was completed two of our group laid out a patio 
area of Derbyshire stone at the base of the sleepers on ei-
ther side of the water trough. 
 

Great fun was had carrying out the final major construction 
task. This was to lay out a large wooden platform supported 
on columns at the back of the display stand. This was 
enough for one day. 
 

On my return the sleepers had been put into their final rest-
ing place and we awaited a delivery of trees. These duly 
arrived and the driver, a huge man, dragged them from the 
back of the van with a large metal hook. It then took two and 

at times three of us at a time to lift and position the trees, 
mainly silver birches and maples, on top of the raised plat-
form to create a small wood. The trees had to be shifted 
around a number of times and holes cut in the platform to 
lower some of the taller specimens in order to achieve the 
right aesthetic result. 
 

Earlier we had a delivery of large rocks which looked as 
though they weighed several tons. In fact to our surprise 
they were amazing light and made out of polystyrene type 
compound. It also caused surprise to other nearby display 
workers as one of us walked around carrying one of these 
supposedly enormous rocks.  
 

Having positioned the rocks and trees we then had to seal 
all the cracks and gaps in the platform. Even at this stage 
the display began to look exciting. The white stemmed 
birches and the purple dissected leaves of the maples would 
be a great foil for the woodland plants to arrive later. 
Our contribution was almost complete. We considered our-
selves to be rather like ground workers and bricklayers, put-
ting up the basic construction in order that other members 
could plant up all the wonderful alpine, woodland and water 
plants that were being provided by alpine group members 
and specialist nurseries in the two days before the opening 
of Chelsea. 

 

In breaks between the construction work, 
we did take time off to look at progress 
around the ground of Chelsea Hospital. 
The whole area was a gigantic building 
site. Huge lorries were marshalled through 
the muddy avenues delivering marble, 
rocks and all types of building equipment. 
Later these were replaced by lorry loads of 
trees and plants by the thousand. Hun-
dreds of people were working furiously to 
tight deadlines and in wet weather in order 
to make theirs to be the best display and 
win a coveted gold medal. 

 

I was unable to get back for the Monday when the Queen 
officially opened the Show. It was the day when the judging 
took place and only special people and celebrities were al-
lowed admission. However I was part of the team that 
manned the display the next day; Tuesday, Members’ Day. 
 

I was full of anticipation and excitement as I entered the 
ground. On reaching our display I could see our team had 
done a marvellous job, planting out a fantastic range of won-
derful plants. The construction site had been transformed 
with a woodland area consisting of rare plants from China 
and far eastern countries and a scree area packed tight with 
tiny alpines from high mountains all over the world. The wa-
ter feature flowed perfectly and the trough was level. The 
patio section was scattered with many types of containers 
featuring dwarf plants suitable for the modern small garden. 
A lot of use was made of tufa, a carboniferous rock, in which 
certain plants grow happily straight into the rock with no visi-
ble soil. In all a great display; but what did the judges think 
of it?  
 

The judges were unanimous in their opinion and we were 
overwhelmed with accolades from visitors and television 
personalities including Carol Klein and Alan Tichmarsh. It 
had been hard work, great fun and a wonderful sense of 
camaraderie  and 
 

Yes we won a Gold! 

Going for Gold at Chelsea                                  by  John Noakes  

Getting started  
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Long Marston Cricket Club lead the way. By Paul Dumpleton  

After the fixtures on Saturday 16th June both the club’s 1st and 2nd XI’s top their respective divisions in the Oxford 
Cherwell League. Consistent performances both home and away have given both teams a tremendous start after six games. 
The club holds its Annual Six a side fund raising competition day on Sunday 1st July and the club extends an invitation to all 
to come along and join in. 
 

LM 1st XI v Kimble (LM won) 
Kimble - 58. Pete Toovey 5 for 18. 
LMI 60 for 1. Mike Lyons 40(no.) 

Kingston Bagpuize II v LM II (LM won) 
Kingston Bagpuize  91. Nigel Horn 4 for 26. 
LM 92 for 5. Richard Adams 30(no) 

Sat 
9th 

June 

Sat 
2nd 

June 

Sat 
May 
19th  

Witney Mills v LM 1st XI (LM won) 
Witney Mills 181. Martin Keable 5 for 28 
LM 183 for 3. Mike Lyons 81, Paul Marsh 33. 

LM II v Witney Mills II (LM won) 
Witney Mills 169 for 6. Matt Wareham 3 for 57  
LM 170 for 2. Bryen Rose 49 (no,) 

Cherwell League D3.  Cherwell League D7. 

LM 1st XI v Cropredy (LM won) 
Cropredy 173 for 9. Lee Beesley 5 for 28. 
LM 177 for 5. Mike Lyons 53, Paul Marsh 52 

Sat 
26th 
May 

LM 1st XI v Dinton II (LM won)  
Dinton 144. 
LM 145 for 5. Mike Lyons 72. 

Cumnor III v  LM II (LM II lost) 
LM 54. 
Cumnor  57 for 3. 

Didcot II v LM II (LM won) 
Didcot 111. Johnny Horn 4 for 30, Adam Wells 3 for 
32. LM 115 for 5. A Vessey 53. 

Chearsley v LM 1st XI (LM won) 
Chearsley  147 for 10. Martin  Wright 5 for 64, Lee 
Beesley 4 for 29.  LM 151 for 4. Paul Young 44, Mar-
tin  Wright 42(no), T Green 33(no). 

LM II v Cropredy II (LM won) 
Cropredy 93. Nigel Horn 5-29, Simon Vessey 3 for 20. 
LM 94 for 4.Bryen Rose 63(no). 

Sat 
16th 
June 

The Sunday Development XI has had mixed fortunes recently with a draw against Tring Park ll, defeats to Rivets and Arthurs 
CC and an embarrassing defeat to a star celebrity side from Long Marston Village. However they did manage a win against 
Warners End. 
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium         Secondary   Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Established 200 years 

K.Y.GREEN 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Monumental Masons 
 

29 Cambridge Street, 
Aylesbury, Bucks.  

HP20 1RP 
 

For personal attention and advice phone 

01296 – 482041 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Marsh Road, Little Kimble. 
Golden Charter 

Pre-payment Plans Available 
 

Please contact us, without obligation, 
 for your free brochure 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-
joying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 
(01296) 681306 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 
we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters. 

Fully insured. 
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals. 
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
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Tales from Tringford Farm                 by Gary and Minty  

PHEW!! Wow wasn’t it hot for the day of days at the Wil-
stone Fete?  We thought something was up during the week 
before the day.  Minty was carted off in Bo’s trailer to we 
knew not where.  That left us three a bit fidgety I can tell 
you.  When he came back we were all ears to find out where 
he had been on his own and what had he been up to. 
 

Well he can tell a good story and he said he rode in triumph 
like a Roman Emperor through an ordinary flock of sheep 
with their lambs, who all greeted him like the great one with 
the baas and bleats.  He arrived in this big farmyard where 
there was a great big cage waiting for him.  He was dubious 
at first about going into this cage but the enticement of a 
bowl of food did the trick.  He says he has learnt all about 
that one very quickly – pretend to hang back and stick your 
feet in and await the arrival of the bowl and then off you go 
after a good old munch of the good stuff:  it works every 
time in Minty’s favour.  This cage thing was called a 
“Crush” designed to weigh us animals, the idea is you step 
in and the gate is closed, then the farmer, in this case 
Farmer David at Great Farm, pulls a lever which suspends 
the cage for the farmer to read off the weight on a big dial.  
The first time they 
did this, they thought 
it couldn’t be correct 
so they tried again 
with the same result, 
132 kilos - it wob-
bled a bit with 
Minty’s fidgeting.  
Farmer David said 
“but he is rather a 
large sheep isn’t 
he?”.  When Minty 
walked out of the 
cage into his chariot again (Bo’s trailer) they decided to 
check the zero on the weigher which they found to be cor-
rect, so there you are folks - that’s the weight you had to 
guess.  On the way back to Tringford Minty said he quite 
enjoyed his ride and had a good old baa and bleat to all that 
would listen to him. 
 

After that we had to have a tidy up with any bits of wool 
hanging down cut off, but Bo stopped at giving us a bath 
like they do for show sheep as she thought Minty could do 
with a couple of days’ soak then a good pressure hosing 
down. 
 

On show day we had another tidy up, then a luxury ride in 
Miss Nina’s horsebox up to the village.  There we had our 
own little pen to receive our guests and guessers of Minty’s 
weight.  We quite enjoyed meeting all the people and had a 
good view of all that went on.  Some of the little children 
were a bit shy, but Minty’s nose rubbing put them at rest, 
and the bigger children were shown where Minty likes his 
back scratched which sends him into a semi trance.  He 
loves it and always sidles up for a good old scratch when in 

our pen at home. 
 

You obviously noticed that me, Gary, was the slim back one 
of us two, me having had my woolly vest taken off during 
the week while Minty still had his woolly vest on – that was 
for tactical reasons to make it harder for you to guess his 
weight.  As it turned out there were only three people who 
guessed anywhere near that which Minty weighed and they 
came in at 135 kilos, 280 lbs and 150 kilos – even a butcher 
amongst the guessers couldn’t get that close.  So the big old 
cuddly softy kept you all guessing. 
 

Us woolly backs are hogging all the story this month, so I 
may as well continue with our shearing experience.  That 
for the uninformed is the operation to take off our woolly 
jackets, our fleece as you call it, before the summer heat 
gets going.  We all looked on while us three were stripped.  
First it was Alfie’s turn and turn it was!  This big strange 
man came into our pen, grabbled Alfie around the neck and 
in one heave turned him over and sat him on his bottom 
with his legs in the air and his head trapped between the 
man’s knees.  Then he proceeded to run the clippers over 
his tummy and along his sides and over his back.  In no 
time flat his fleece was off in one big piece.  We all had a 
go except Minty who will have his turn after the fete.  It 
will be interesting to see how he will turn Minty onto his 
bottom. 
 

It was nice to get our woollies off.  Luckily at night, if it’s a 
bit chilly, we can retire to our pens and snuggle up in the 
straw to keep warm while Minty shows off and sleeps be-
neath the stars.  That will soon change when the woolly 
comes off next week.  If anybody fancies knitting up a 
woolly jacket there are four fleeces available at Tringford 
Farm. 
 

On a sad note to finish our diary for this month:  Rodney 
the colourful cockerel passed away.  He was feeling unwell 
for a couple of days when he was in the hospital pen and 
then he just gave up.  We think he just couldn’t stand the 
pace of looking after all those hens, especially the crop of 
energetic youngsters.  You could say he passed on to a case 
of a poor henpecked husband!! 
 

The donkeys are all well, with young Al galloping around 
on his own away from mum and being egged on by Donk.  
But he soon comes back to mum for a touch of refreshments 
after each sortie.  The ducks seem to be set on increasing 
the duck population with one of the “girls”, the original 
white ducks and a Call duck sitting on eggs.  More news on 
them next month we hope. 
 

Not forgetting Nina and Po:  they are in great form enjoying 
their new grass but having to be rationed to mornings only 
to keep their bellies from getting too large, especially Miss 
Nina, whose stable name is Miss Piggy, because she has to 
be kept fit for her eventing programme. 
 

There you are then, that about covers our news for this 
month.  Gary and Minty signing off with a baa and a bleat. 

Gary and Minty as baby lambs  
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The agricultural story line...                       by David Mead 

Some farming news! 
 

I’VE been asked for a bit more farming news.  This year 
seems to be progressing quite well with enough rain and 
sunshine to ensure the crops are looking promising.  We’ve 
stacked some good silage for the winter and have started 
contract wrapping, all going well.  Then we were stopped in 
our tracks.  Matt Kempster was working at Wing when 
Simon got a call.  We rushed to the field, getting there be-
fore the ambulance.  While tracing a fault the machine had 
started.  Matt was flown to Milton Keynes Hospital where 
he was found to have broken bones in both hips.  I suppose 
it could have been much worse.  Matt is not going to have 
much fun having weeks under traction.  We all wish Matt 
and his young family a speedy recovery.  Farm machines 
are so big and powerful these days and the operator is often 
working on his own, though in this case there was another 
man in the field who was able to stop the machinery.  Any-
one visiting should have a good sense of direction.  There 
are few signs for the hospital and many roundabouts. *See 
footnote. 
 

Sheep shearing was a bit late this year.  Three men and a 
female fleece roller, all from Australia, arrived at 6 p.m. 
having spent all day at Leeches in Ivinghoe. Well, in l½ 
hours our 60-odd were finished and they were off to the 
next farm.  It’s a pity the wool buyers aren’t as keen. I 
gather the Russians have to be tempted back into the mar-
ket.  We can always blame global warming again.  Travel-
ling about there seem to be a lot of sheep with plenty of 
grass. 
 

The beef trade is traditionally a bit better in June.  Finished 
cattle numbers are down.  Winter-yarded cattle are low 
while grass-finished cattle are not on stream.  With the Chi-
nese getting a taste for beef, perhaps beef from Brazil and 
the Argentine will be diverted there.  We can but dream.  
Mr Waitrose is still keen on ours. 
 

Simon, Chris and Alex went to a cereals demonstration near 
Royston where they were told about machines for convert-
ing rapeseed into fuel good enough for tractors.  I have also 

read about wheat, 
sugar beet, 
maize, sugar cane 
etc. being con-
verted.  The 
wheat trade has 
freshened a bit; it 
is almost back to 
the price of 15 
years ago.  Farm-
ers are accused of 
moaning, but we 
are in the same 
position as all 
manufacturers, 
battling with 
cheap imports on 
one side and high 
costs on the 
other.  We are 
reminded it’s a 
wonderful way 
of life. I agree.  
When the sun 
comes out at this 
time of year the 
troubles are for-
gotten.  Village 
fetes, a good country wedding, strawberries and cream.  
 

Back to reality, I gather there aren’t enough migrant work-
ers willing to pick the strawberries. I’m getting confused in 
my old age.  I think in next month’s epistle I’ll pass on 
some more tales from the past.  School trips on the railway; 
apple scrumping with P.C. Tuygay clipping some boy and 
dragging him back to his dad; cattle escaping up Tring High 
Street and Gordon Cartwright’s geese holding up the 
weekly bus.  
 

* I have just found out that Matt is progressing very well, 
and is expected to be back at home by the time you read 
this. Great news. 

Local wheat, doing well.  Prices are 
better this year. In the USA a drought 
is seriously damaging wheat produc-
tion, which is sure to affect the world 
market.  (Picture: Village News) 

A very civil party 

THE glitterati of Wilstone were invited by Caroline and Ann to 
celebrate their recent Civil Ceremony with a big bash at the 
village hall on 16th June. Guests were fed generous quantities 
of food and then required to dance for hours in order to restore 
some equilibrium to their metabolism. As the music was fast 
and hot few held back, and there were some nifty displays of 
footwork on view. It was a bit of a risk putting the drinks out 
on the terrace to make more room inside, and the local meteor-
ology responded to this impertinence with heavy showers. A bit 
or rain never deterred anyone with an empty glass though, and 
these guests were made of sterner stuff. “Great party,” all 
agreed, and congratulations were offered to Ann and Caroline. 
 

The happy couple                       photo Caroline Johnson  
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What’s the recipe today, Jane?   

Apple  
Cake   

Jane says: 
How times have changed!  Whilst reading through an old recipe book recently I came 
across the following introduction to a cake recipe, which made me laugh: ‘caught on 
the hop without a rich fruit cake in the tin maturing ?…...This recipe is ready in one 
day’.  How many of us have cakes in tins these days?  This is not the recipe in ques-
tion but  I hope you enjoy making it anyway. 
 

APPLE CAKE 

-What you need 

What you do 
1. Pre heat the oven 180C, 350F gas 4 and grease a (20cm) round cake tin. 
2. Put grated apple and lemon juice in a bowl. Stir to prevent apple from brown-

ing. 
3. Cream the butter and sugar until pale, light and creamy. Add eggs a little at a 

time. 
4. Sift the flour and spices into the mixture and gently fold in with the apples. 
5. Spoon into the prepared tin and sprinkle the almonds over 
6. Bake for 1 – 1½ hours until golden brown. A skewer inserted in the middle 

should come out clean. 
7. Cool in the tin for 10 mins then turn onto a wire rack to cool completely. 

by Jane Kelly 

Tamarind Restaurant: contemporary and cool 
 

THE Tamarind in Tring High Street is a contemporary Bangladeshi and Indian 
restaurant. Step through the doors and you will be met by friendly attentive staff 
who will attend to your every need from that moment. The ambiance is modern 
and stylish but also warm and comfortable. Air conditioning is a welcome addi-
tion for the summer too! The menu is extensive and we certainly needed advice. 
I treated myself to a Prawn Puree to start and my companion had King Prawn 
Butterfly.  Both were delights to our taste buds.  We followed with Chicken 
Dhansak - fairly hot and scrumptious - and Lamb Sagwala, cooked with medium 
spices and herbs with spinach.  We indulged in some vegetarian side dishes - 
Tarka Dall, Cauliflower Bhajee and some wonderful Peshwari Nan and Lemon 
Rice.  A haven for vegetarians. Where did we put it all?  Every mouthful was 
great and so we managed fairly well.   
 

Why the name “Tamarind”?  Owner Abdul Kadir explained that the tamarind 
fruit is a valuable ingredient in many of their dishes.  It grows on a large tree 
which produces the tamarind pods.  The pods are collected, de-seeded and dried.  
The dried tamarind can be ground with other spices or soaked in water and the 
juice squeezed out.  (This is the tamarind water used in curries.)  So now we 
know.  The Tamarind Restaurant is at 75 High Street, Tring - opposite the li-
brary.  Open seven days a week from 6pm. For reservations call 01442 822333.  Recommended.  

Restaurant Review                    Reviewed by Margaret Buchi 

Proprietor Abdul Kadir offers you a 
warm welcome to the Tamarind.  
(Picture: Village News) 

(250g) eating apples grated – Granny 
Smiths are perfect 
2-3 tbsp lemon juice 
(100g) butter 
2 eggs - lightly beaten 

(225g) self-raising flour 
½ tsp salt 
1 tsp cinnamon 
¼ tsp ground cloves 
2 tbsp flaked almonds – lightly toasted 
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From the Vicarage…           by Rev’d  Frank Mercurio 
“And the time will be...” 
 
THERE are 86,400 seconds in a day. 
 
We have all the time in the world.   Life is too short. 
The reality is somewhere in the middle of those two state-
ments. 
 
To realise the value of a year, ask a student who has just 
failed an exam.  Or the value of a month, ask a mother who 
has just given birth to a premature baby; or the value of an 
hour, ask two people in love waiting to be with each to-
gether; or the value of a minute, ask a person who has just 
missed a train; or the value of a second, ask the one who 
just avoided an accident; or the value of a fraction of a sec-
ond, ask the Olympic athlete who is taking second prize. 
 
What we do with our time is important.  There are so many 
good things that can be done, but often we allow damaged 
emotions, painful events and vicious opinions to take root in 
our minds.  We end up with negative impressions of our 
worth - or the worth of someone else. 
 

Of course you have failed at some things in your life - we 
all do.  But that doesn’t make you a failure!  Of course 
someone has hurt you or upset you - that happens to each of 
us...and sometimes we hurt and upset the people we love 
the most. 
 
We carry memories and flashbacks of well rehearsed 
events...a broken relationship, an unkept promise, a per-
sonal calamity.  They’re like bad television repeats; we 
don’t enjoy them but we’re hooked.  We spend valuable 
time and waste energy re-playing them in our minds.  
 
You are a child of God and you don’t have to constantly 
watch those episodes playing in your mind. 
The greatest censorship of a television programme is to 
change the channel! You have control over your TV and 
you have control over your thoughts (2 Cor 10, 5).  You can 
re-programme yourself to think better thoughts. 
 
“FIX your thoughts on what is true and honourable and 
right.  THINK about things that are pure and lovely and 
admirable.  THINK about the things that are excellent and 
worthy of praise...and the God of peace will be with you”  
(Phil 4, 8-9).   

Wilstone Fun Dog Show 
Results 
 
Well done to all those who came along to the Dog Show and en-
tered one  or more of our 4 classes, the Sausage Eating Race or 
the Agility Race. The top 5 in each category walked away with an 
official rosette to mark their achievement. Thanks to The Long 
Marston Dog Training Club which expertly ran and judged the 
classes for our 4th year. 

 
WAGGIEST TAIL 
1st - Harriet and Poppy Rogers with Lola 
2nd - Sue Prout with Whisper 
3rd - Georgina with Archie 
4th - Grace Simmons with Rupert 
5th - Hannah Mooney with Bertie  
BEST CHILD HANDLER 
1st - Helena Kearsey with Rowan 
2nd - Alexandra with Basil 
3rd - Hope Whitson with Mitzy 
4th- Emily Smith with Hamish 
5th - Jade with Flash 

BEST JUNIOR HANDLER 
1st - Eleanor Clark with Toby 
2nd - Grace Kearsey with Rowan 
3rd - Joe Smith with Hamish 
4th - Molly Kempster with Pickle 
5th - Georgina J with Max  
SAUSAGE EATING RACE 1 
1st - Victoria Poulton with Theo 
2nd - Alexandra with Basil 
3rd - Georgina J with Max 
4th - Georgina Aylwin with Reg 
5th - Lesley Holland with Rowan 
 

BEST TRICK 
1st - Thomas Kaye and Ches doing 'distance down and crawl' 
2nd- Jane Searl and Maggie doing 'figure 8 and twist' 
3rd - Jade and Alfy doing 'a jump' 
4th - Lesley Holland and Tudor doing 'figure 8 and twist' 
5th - Jackie and Skye doing 'a twist on hind legs' 

SAUSAGE EATING RACE 2 
1st - Michelle with Flash 
2nd - Victoria Poulton with Bessie 
3rd - Thomas Kaye with Ches 
4th - Keith with Poppy 
5th - Yusuf and Phoebe  
AGILTY RACE 
1st - Jane and Maggie 
2nd - Michelle and Flash 
3rd- Lesley and Roman 
4th - Lesley and Tudor 
5th - Amelia and Shiny 

I did intend entering but somehow this new bed is 
difficult to leave, especially when the cricket’s on! 

And I’m so  
beautiful ! 
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 
 
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 
PC Brian Rutt                         0845 33 00 222 
PCSO Emma Lennox             0845 33 00 222 
 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228 666 
Call the police if you see the crime being committed. 
 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 
Beavers 
Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 
Brownies 
Allyson Alford                        01442 890705 
Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 
Guides 
Michelle Hall  01442 890149 
Scouts 
David Colvin  01442 381544 
Horticultural Society 
David Severs  01296 661021 
 
Rector 
Rev’d Frank Mercurio               01442 822170 
Team Vicars 
Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200 
Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953 
Churchwardens 
Long Marston All Saints: 
Neil Brown       01442 825956 
Angus Munday                        01296 660303 
Wilstone St. Cross: 
Andrew Minter  01442 823605 
Puttenham St Marys: 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 
John Barron  01296 631351 
 
Tring Crime Prevention Panel 
(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 
Village Warden 
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 
 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Colette Bernard  01296 661172 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 668112 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Alison Munt                            01296 662282 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 
Long Marston School  01296 668386 
Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
David Gauke                         020 7219 4459 
Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781 
 
Pet Dog Training 
Ann Clarke      01296 624330 
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 
Whitchurch Morris Men          
 Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259 
Wilstone Village Hall 
Colin Reedman     01442 822031 
Wilstone Toddlers 
Kerie Ivory                            01442 822117 
Women’s Institute 
Pam Edmonds                        01296 661370 
 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End. 
 
Your editor for September will be: 
Caroline Beevers 
01142 823489 
 
editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 
Our Advertising Manager is: 
Colette Bernard 
01296 661172 
 
Deadline for next month is  
Thursday 16 August    
for the September edition,  
published on 1st September 2007. 
 

We are on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Back in time with Lady Godiva                       by Phil Buchi 
THAT Lady Godiva certainly knows how to draw a crowd.  With a 
magnificent horse and very little else she led a large procession of 
knights, princesses and ladies with assorted serfs, wenches, peas-
ants and camp followers through ye ancient Saxon settlement of 
Wilstone to the medieval battle ground (behind the village hall). 
There knights in armour gave battle to the finish with hefty looking 
swords, clubs and axes while the crowd were warned to keep well 

back from the flying metal.  From 
the saddle, Lady Godiva declared 
the 2007 Wilstone medieval fête and 
dog show open on an unusually 
warm and sunny afternoon assisted 
by a trumpet fanfare from the Lions 
Rampant troupe, who staged medie-
val music, dancing and bloody war-
fare in the show ring in front of an 
enthusiastic audience.  
 

About 20 children dressed as 
knights, princesses and dragons en-
tered the fancy dress competition, 
which took some time to judge be-
cause they all looked terrific.  A 
large number of villagers sported medieval costumes for the 
afternoon and looked as though they were enjoying the differ-
ent theme for this year’s village fête. The wenches seemed to 
be very popular, the peasants were revolting and the execu-
tioner looked downright evil. 
 

“A great success,” and “One of the best ever,” were among the 
comments heard from villagers during the afternoon.  The fun 
dog show, run by the Long Marston Dog Training Club, was as 
popular as ever and there were guest appearances by our fa-
mous sheep, Gary and Minty.  Also new for the medieval theme 
was the opportunity to put your friends in the stocks and throw 
wet sponges at them.  Brave Dacorum Borough Councillor 
Derek Townsend volunteered for the stocks, as did Parish 
Councillors Peter Foster and Abby Fermont.  They all got the 
wet sponge treatment - and some good photos to prove it!  We 
say - good for them. 
 

Organisers estimated that the numbers attending the afternoon 
were significantly higher than previous years. After expenses, 
the event raised £2,400 for the upkeep of the village hall - a 
record amount. The Bucks Herald were also impressed, and two 
nice pictures appeared in their 13th June edition.  The organis-
ing committee have set themselves a hard task for next year.  

Lady Godiva is invited to open the fête by the Master of 
the Lists.

Derek the mighty Deputy  
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire  
in the stocks.  

Knights parade through the 
village(Photo Ken Lawless) 

Fearsome young squires.  

The evil  executioner. 
Ladies and a knave or two on their way to the fête  
(photo Ken Lawless) 

and in mortal combat  



Village News 

Page 28  July/Augus t  2007  Page 28  July/Augus t  2007  

Behold a right medieval fayre  

4

11 

A medieval 
sausage 
race (left)   

A Knave with 
trick or two up 
his sleeve (left) 

Lady Godiva prepares for her infamous ride 

Wenches visit 
the local town 
to spread the 
news of the 
fête (right) 

Is this peeping 
Tom? 

Lords and ladies 
step out the 
pavane, While 
knights do battle 
and children are 
judged for their 
sense of dress 

On the  
practice 
tilts (right) 


