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Parish Warden in Gun Drama 
ON Friday 17 June at about 10am Parish Warden, Colin 

Reedman, was checking the paths through the copse at the 
canal end of Wilstone recreation ground when he was ap-
proached by a woman from a canal boat. Agitated, she ex-
plained that an hour earlier 2 men carrying air rifles came 
along the towpath firing at ducks and her boat! Colin ob-
tained a description of the 2 men, immediately contacted 
the police, to learn that a call had already been made by a 
local resident and that officers were on the way to Wil-
stone. Within a few minutes officers arrived by car and met 
up with the warden and the woman at the canal. It appeared 
that the men had made-off on foot along the towpath to-
wards Marsworth. The officers made their way towards 
Marsworth by road and Colin walked the towpath, keeping 
in contact with them by way of his mobile phone. Colin was able to direct the officers to the 
canal bridge at Watery Lane, Marsworth where the 2 men were seen carrying guns. They 
were detained after a short struggle and taken to Hemel Hempstead Police Station for ques-
tioning in relation to a number of possible firearm offences. The guns were apparently high 
powered air rifles capable of causing considerable damage to wildlife and property. The 2 
men, of European origin, came from an address in Bedfordshire. 

Speaking to Village News Colin said “it was quite a change from picking up litter”.

Local Tennis Champions
LILLI ATKIN and  POPPY ROGERS from Long Marston School 

beat all comers  from Tring schools to become the champions for 
their respective years.The Tring and Village Schools Infant Mini 
Tennis Tournament took place on Sunday 12 June at Tring Sports 
Centre. Long Marston School fielded a boys and a girls team.

The two girls from Long Marston 
School were playing in their first com-
petitive tournament. They were not ex-
pected to win all their games but un-
beaten all afternoon they won through to 
collect their champions medals. 

The boys Robbie Cogger, Jamie 
Jeffery and Alex Kaye all from year 2 
also played well beating teams from 
Frances House and Goldfield and losing 
only to Grove School. In this annual  
tournament Long Marston School has an excellent record with the 
girls winning the tournament 4 times and the boys 3 since its in-
ception 5 years ago. 
Well done the girls !

Lilli Atkin (year 2)

Poppy Rogers (year 1) 
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Worship in the villages Village News
Guest Editor this month:  Colin Moore

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526

JUNE has been an active month, with lots of walking 
and cycling to raise money for charities, Les Girls from the 
Half Moon, doing the Moon Walk,  and as we go to print 
Jenny Mead is walking  26 miles for Breast Cancer. What 
about Chris Nightingale from Astrope  cycling from 
Land’s End to John O’Groats.

Scarecrows and Tea at the Tower, I never made the con-
nection until I stumbled across a rather strange looking 
man  in my neighbours’ garden. On a second take I real-
ised it wasn’t my neighbour but a scarecrow. Of course all 
was revealed, it’s a competition for the best scarecrow at 
the Tea at the Tower.  Apparently these are not any old 
scarecrows but have to made of sterner stuff. They  are 
tested  in a field for weeks on end at the mercy of the ele-
ments and then are attacked by parachuting Teddies! It 
only happens in Puttenham ! So why not try your hand, get 
an entry form, a theme and away you go. 

I would like to suggest a start to the Village Link Walk,
take a stroll down Sandbrook Lane, over the styles and 
across the field towards Chapel End Lane, negotiate the 
cattle pen and walk up Chapel End Lane, take the foot path 
across towards the reservoirs. I think this a lovely start to a 
walk but now you take your lives in your hands and walk 
the 150 yards along the B489 to the relative safety of the 
new car park. The survivors can continue along reservoir 
bank … 

There are several ways of walking to Wilstone Reservoir 
from the village, but all require you at some point to walk 
unprotected along the Lower Icknield Way. We can make 
car parks and cycle tracks so why not new footpaths? 

Church Services 
at

St. Mary’s Puttenham 
St. Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any 

of the services.
3 July

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

10 July
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

17 July

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Pet Service
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

24 July
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

31 July
10.00am St Mary’s Holy Communion

7 August

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

14 August
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

21 August

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

28 August
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, inter-
esting, informative, fun and a good read.  Let us know if 
we are not.

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 

Deadline for items for our next edition (Sept) is 
Saturday 20 August 2005.

We do not publish an August edition.
Guest editor next month is Colin Davenport

All Saints, Long Marston
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ON the evening of the 
18th June 2005 we began 
our challenge, one which 
none of us will forget.  
Our team consisted of 
myself Bella Draper, 
Tammie Hill, Vanessa 
Iley, Denise Marks and 
Charlotte Storr.
Our evening started at 

Hyde Park where a group 
of over 15000 women and a few men gathered to do the 
Moon Walk, 26 miles around the streets of London to raise 
money for Breast Cancer research 
and care.

The atmosphere and camaraderie 
was amazing many people in fancy 
dress and everyone in high spirits. 
Linking arms the six of us stood at 
the start line our emotions high but 
relishing the challenge ahead. Try to 
imagine the sight before us as we 
crossed the start-line  thousands 
ahead of us and as many behind us all 
with one goal. Those first few miles 
just melted away, but once out of the 
park and onto the streets car drivers 

hooted their horns and pedestrians shouted support, it was 
amazing!  The thousands of women and men walking to-
gether creating a sea of pink and white must have been a 
formidable sight. Several hours and many miles behind us 
we crossed Tower Bridge and we were homeward bound 
for the finish at Hyde Park. Westminster has always been an 
impressive sight but never was it so welcome to us that 
morning. By now many people could be seen to be suffer-
ing from exhaustion mainly due to the excessive heat, and 
for some sadly their challenge was over. We were still go-
ing, maybe strong is not how we would describe ourselves 
at that time. Our determination and support from each other 
together with the encouragement of the marshals and the 

crowd we knew we could cross that 
finishing line. The last mile was with-
out doubt the longest but also the 
best.With sore feet but very happy 
hearts we crossed that line and our 
challenge was complete.

All we have to do now is to say a 
huge THANKYOU to everyone who 
sponsored us and so far enabled us to 
raise over £4000. We will let you 
know the final total.

Do we say never again to such a 
challenge let’s just say watch this 
space!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

All for Charity 
A Moon Walk by Jan Findlay

And a Cycling Marathon by Tricha Nightingale

Last Autumn Chris Nightingale from Astrope and 8 colleagues 
decided they would like to cycle from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, a total of 1,209 miles for Cancer Research. Months of 
training, organising and fund-raising followed. Finally, with Youth 
Hostel Accommodation booked and a willing support team they set 
off on the 14 May.

They followed the  Sustrans National Cycle route whilst some-
times on road or on disused railway tracks, also passing through 
woodland and some hard going ‘off road’ tracks. Initially the 
weather was pretty kind; some sunshine and a few light showers. 
By the end of the first week, knees and ankles were beginning to 
suffer and the support crew were freezing damp tea-towels where 
they could to wrap around swollen joints! As they reached the 
Yorkshire Moors and the Pennines, not only did the terrain become 
more rugged but the weather turned to heavy rain and high winds. 
The going became really tough. I had serious doubts as to whether 
they were going to complete the task.

I joined them at Aviemore for the last four days. It was really good to see them and despite the obvious aches and pains, 
and some pretty spectacular blow-outs, they were all still really determined that they were going to make it – and as a team 
too. Finally, on the 31 May with cycle bells jingling they cycled into John O’Groats!! It was a tremendous achievement by all 
involved - cyclists and support team.

Both Chris and I would like to offer sincere thanks to all those friends and neighbours who have so generously supported 
Chris and his colleagues.  At the time of writing, if all pledged money and sponsorship is forthcoming, £10,700 will have 
been raised for Cancer Research.

Well done, one and all!!

The team

The over the Moon girls

Only a few miles to go !
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What’s on...
Regulars at Wilstone Village Hall

German Shepherd dog training  Monday evening
Whitchurch Morris Tue eve (Oct-May)
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Wednesday evening
Baby & Toddler Group Thursdays 10am
Brownies Thursday evening
Tring Theatre Group Sundays

Regulars at Long Marston Village Hall
Women’s Institute 2nd Tuesday
Dog Training Mon, Tue, Wed eve
First Steps Pre-School Mon, Tues, Thur & 

Fri  mornings
Toddlers Wednesday am
Accordion Band              Saturday am
LM Football club Sat afternoons

Diary dates…….
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings:
The public are welcome to attend all these meetings.

Wednesday 20 July, 8pm Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.
Wednesday 17 August 8pm Wilstone Village Hall 

Monday 4 July
Charity golf day, Mentmore..
Wednesday 6 July 
Village Link Walk starting at 7pm from Wilstone Vil-
lage Hall car park.  
Saturday 9 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston. 2.30pm.
6DWXUGD\���WK -XO\
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Monday 1 August
Registration of entries for Long Martston Horticultural
Show at Long Martston Hall (kitchen) 7-9 pm. 
Friday 5 August
Setting up of Long Marston Village Show—all day
(Please come and help).
Saturday 6 August
The Long Marston & Puttenham Village Show, 2pm.
Sunday 14 August
St Mary’s Puttenham Patronal Festival from 2.30pm

WI Summer Meetings
WI members will gather in the Lock Cottage garden of 
Sheila and John Barron for their birthday celebration picnic 
on Tuesday 12 July.  
The August 9th meeting is the annual Members’ Evening 
arranged without the participation of the committee amidst 
much secrecy.
September 13th sees another OPEN MEETING when eve-
ryone in the villages is invited to hear speaker Barbara 
Young telling us all about The Impressionists.

Musical treats at the Queens Head
AFTER the bank holiday Monday MAHEM festival at 

the Queens Head, the music continues through out the sum-
mer months, starting around 8.30 in the evening

On Saturday 2nd July FUNK YA MAMMA will be re-
turning as the backing band for Katie Buckhaven. Katie has 
chosen to perform at the QH as a warm up performance to 
her South France tour in August.

On Saturday 6th August the SEX BEASTS are set to play 
and are definitely worth making an effort to see after an 
afternoon at the village show.

To ensure August is a musical treat plans are underway to 
arrange for acoustic artists to perform on Sunday after-
noons from about 4pm onwards.

As a finale to the end of the summer a beer and musical 
festival is planned for Sunday 28th August. A selection  of 
real ales and maybe a cider is planned together with a Hog 
Roast .

70th  year for Long Marston Show
The theme for the  Long Marston & Puttenham Horticul-

tural Show on Saturday 6th August is “sports” and will be 
launched with a parade of classic sports cars!

There will be something for everybody – sideshows, re-
freshments and bar, barbecue, arena activities and the exhi-
bition.  In addition to the vegetable classes, there are  lots of 
others for children and adults – cookery, flower arranging, 
crafts, art and photography and many more. Have a go, it’s 
fun to enter. If you would like to join the parade on foot 
dressed in  suitable attire then you will be very welcome, 
starting from Deans Farm Eggs at Gubblecote.(be there by 
1.15pm). To enter your classic sports car for the pararde, 
please contact Alan Rance on 01296 668240.

Long Marston, Puttenham, Astrope or Gubblecote resi-
dents can nominate a local person for the Tom Chapman 
Award for outstanding contribution to village life. Past win-
ners were Phyllis Proctor, Eunice Hall, and Tina Puwar, and 
last year’s winner Brian Prior.

Helpers are needed  to set up the show or on the day to 
man stalls while other have a break and there is always 
plenty of  chairs and tables to move. Please contact the 
Events Manager David Severs on 01296 661021.

Please put a date in your diary now – and we hope to 
see you on the 6th August!
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 …What’s on

Thursday 30th June Morris Dancers

Saturday July 2nd Katie Buckhaven & Band

Saturday Aug 6th Sex Beasts

Sunday Aug 7th TV & Movie Quiz

Sunday 14th August 4pm TBC

Sunday 21st August 4pm TBC

Sunday 28th August Beer Festival (All Day)

Live Music & Hog Roast 

Tel:- 01296 668368

C A R 

T R E A S U R E

H U N T

A 25 – 30 mile drive round the local lanes
With a Quiz en-route

First prize  - Bottle of Champagne

Sat 16th July

Start from Wilstone Village Hall Car Park
any time between 2.30 & 3.30

Followed by a barbecue at the Hall

In aid of the Village Hall and the Church 

…..Diary dates
Saturday 3 September
Jumble Sale - Astrope Folly Stables at  2.pm
Saturday 10 September
Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust
sponsored cycle ride & walk - 10 am - 6pm, See page 20 
7, 8 & 9 October 
Flower Festival at St. Peter & St. Paul, Tring in aid of 
Wilstone Church repairs.

The Puttenham Trust

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday  3 September

2pm
at

ASTROPE FOLLY STABLES
ASTROPE, PUTTENHAM

Please leave your jumble at the Cecilia Hall from now 

onwards or at Astrope Folly nearer the date 

Scarecrows come

again  to

Tea at the Tower

Saturday 9th July 2.30pm

A Competition and Display

London is making a bid for the Olympics; this 

could be your theme but any ideas welcome.

Come and vote for your favourite scarecrow

All welcome to enter.

Entry forms now available at the

Village Shop/The Boot Long Marston

Other Attractions

Cream Teas             Competition for Children

Fruit & Veg Stalls     Cheese & Pie Stalls

Bees                       Plants for Butterflies

Potter                      Crafts
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In Brief...

New reader
feature

WELCOME to new 
reader Bran Sullivan, 
who arrived 6 days 
early to catch the 
July edition, weigh-
ing in at 8lb 7oz on 
15 June. Congratula-
tions to parents 
Becks and Giles Sul-
livan, and to Indigo 
Sullivan (age 3) pic-
tured here with baby 
Bran.

Well done Wilstone Fete!

IN spite of the damp conditions on the day, Wilstone Fete 
and Dog Show was a financial success for the village hall 
committee, raising £1,258 for the upkeep of the hall.  The 
accounts published last week by treasurer Sheila Reedman 
showed that profits were only slightly down from the record 
£1,402 achieved last year.  The famous tombola was a big 
money spinner, raising £317, while the £368 takings at the 
barbecue represents a lot of  hot dogs and burgers.  Sheila 
said: “ This great result is due to the fantastic support given 
by local people, who were not put off by the morning del-
uge and turned out anyway”.

Art Competition – Results
WE had a total of 39 entries for the free art competition at 

Wilstone Fete this year.  Our judges, Phil Madley and Anne 
Quartly had extremely difficult decisions to make, such was 
the excellent standard of all the entries. The winners were :-

All the winners received a cup and a fantastic art set, 
courtesy of our sponsors, BP. I still have a few entries that 
weren’t collected at the end. If you would like them re-
turned, please let me (Abby Fermont) know as soon as pos-
sible on 01442 825352. 

Drawing or Painting

Under 7’s – Lilli Atkin
Under 11’s – Amy Fantham
Under 16’s – Emily Wood-
bridge

Best Decorated Hat

Under 7’s – Molly Mead
Under 11’s – Ellen Fermont

Collage

Under 7’s – Patrick Atkin

Short Story

Under 11’s – Lydia Kemp
Under 16’s – Rebecca 
Moller

The Village Link Walk - 6 July
THIS year the Village Walk is to be held on Wednesday 6 

July starting at 7pm from Wilstone Village Hall car park.  
The walk, organised by Tring Rural Parish Council, is under-
taken in partnership with the County Council, and the Coun-
tryside Management Agency. A different route is taken each 
year with the aim of making the countryside more accessible 
by inspecting the condition of paths, signs, gates and styles. 
Councillors, parishioners and officials do the walk together 
and everyone is invited to take part.

In response to comments in the Parish Plan, this year’s 
walk will look at the paths linking the villages in the parish 
by walking between the villages. More use could be made of 
these paths, and Councillors will be looking to see what im-
provements could be made. This is a gentle evening stroll 
and if you would like to take part, and make sure your view 
is heard, just turn up at 7pm.

New Floor for Village Hall 
WILSTONE Village Hall will be closed from Monday 8 

August for 1 week while floor renovation takes place.

Sweet Success
ON behalf of the ‘Friends of Youth in Need Project’, 

Vanessa and Janet, thank everyone who supported their 
‘Candy Box’ at the Wilstone Fete. A marvellous £107 was 
raised. They will be looking forward to seeing you all next 
year and who knows, a whole new variety of fudge!!!

College grants- are you eligible 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 2006, but 
are concerned that financial resources might not match up to 
the requirements? Are you under the age of 22? Have you 
lived in Long Marston, Puttenham, Tring or Wilstone for at 
least three years?.

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to Tring 
Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation for information 
and an application form. Write to Margaret Flanigan, Secre-
tary to the Trustees, 43 Mill View Road, Tring, HP23 4EP. 
Please note that the closing date is 15 October 2005 to lodge 
a completed application for grants payable from Autumn 
2006.

An apology to Rev’d Macdonald
WE offer an unreserved apology to Rev’d Martin Mac-

donald for changing his name to Malcolm in the June issue 
(page 32). This was entirely the fault of the editorial staff, 
who have been given a serious dressing down. Rev’d Mac-
donald himself has taken action to avoid future confusion by 
having his real name painted in large letters on the side of his 
narrow boat.

Picture: J Walker
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WALKING & 
WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 
and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

...In Brief  

WI visit to -

Calendar Girls Garden!
THE first of the summer’s outdoor meetings saw WI 

members journeying to Elstree. The stunning one acre St 
Mary’s Croft garden of Hilde and Lionel Wainstein was 
ready for it’s annual opening as part of the National Gar-
dens Scheme, but a private view had been arranged for our 
WI.

Hilde is a genuine plants woman who has spent the past 
25 years developing the structure and content of her garden. 
We followed the intricate paths past a wildlife pond, a bog 
garden, tall grasses surrounding bird sculptures, then un-
usual herbs and envied flowering plants. Each glance pro-
duced a question – what’s that? How did she decide to pair 
that with that? Where can I get one of those?

Hilde was willing to spend time answering all our ques-
tions and was able to supply some of the plants from her 
stock. The visit was followed by a reviving cuppa in the 
imposing Victorian conservatory which featured in the Cal-
endar Girls film. The photo we took of the occasion did not, 
you will be happy to hear, follow the calendar’s famous 
style! 

And we held space for it! Ed.

JCB needed for BMX
GOOD progress has been made with the construction of the 
new BMX track at the Long Marston recreation ground.  
Project leader Dave Jenkinson said that thanks to the gener-
osity of Nick Webb and the crew and heavy equipment 
from Prism Construction Ltd, much of the work has been 
completed. He hopes to finish the job in the next 2 weeks, 
but needs the use of a JCB with shovel and back-hoe for a 
few hours one evening. If you can lend and operate such a 
machine to get this job done Dave would like to hear from 

you. Contact him on 01296 661103 or 07774 265242.

Marsworth Steam Rally
Tricha Nightingale would like to thank all those who helped 
to serve, make cakes, tray-bakes and sausage rolls for the 
refreshments at Marsworth Steam Rally. Trica had to step 
into the shoes of Carole Harrison who had previously run 
the event, never an easy task. The day was a hot and sticky 
and refreshments seemed to go down well with all who vis-
ited our marquee. Squash was the order of the day and by 
2.30pm 3 litres of concentrate had been used !!

Bargain A4 Paper
The Youth in need Project (Tanzania) has received a dona-
tion of 20 reams of A4 paper from a local business. This is a 
high quality 90gsm paper and can be purchased for the bar-
gain price of £1.50 per ream. Contact Janet Henshaw, 
01442 826018. Proceeds to the building of a skill centre in 
Tanzania.
www.youthinneed.org.uk

School Draw – results 
In this month Friends of Long Marston school draw  ticket 
No: 4 gave Lorraine Elliot the 1st prize of £15 and the 2nd 
prize of £10 went to Paula Shipway with Ticket No 31.
It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!  Sub-
scription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced 
subscription is available if you join during the year. All 
proceeds help our village schoolchildren. There are 2 prizes 
of £15 and £10 per month for 10 months plus Jackpot prizes 
of £50 in July and December. Ring the school (01296 
668386) if you wish to join.

Web Site 
For non residents  Village News can be seen at 
www.wilstone.me.uk
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J B Services
patios & drives

block, shingle & tarmac
drainage work 

exterior maintenance 
rubbish clearance

no job too small

tel: 07799 398335,

or 01442 826648 (evenings)

Andrew Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Come on ladies!
Get someone else to do all those jobs

you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!
Phone Andrew Waring

(01525) 240691

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 13 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in contact phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely 

recommended.

The Old Post Office
34 Tring Road

Wilstone Nr Tring
Herts

HP23 4PB

Wilstone Post Office
& Village Stores

Wholesome foods - local produce

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 
(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon).

Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon

Holidays are here!!
So visit us to get

Your new-style E111 
(previous versions are no longer valid)

Travel insurance
Euros and other holiday pocket money

Sweets and drinks for the car
Magazines for the flight delay
Tetley tea bags (just in case)

An ice cream to get you in the mood
Have a great holiday!
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Gubblecote gob      

SMOOTHLY DOES IT

Well, not so long ago, residents saw a glimmering 
speck of hope when one morning, a van appeared and 
out hopped a jolly little man who kindly sprayed 
pretty yellow paint around all the potholes.

‘Could it be that these marks are to show some more 
jolly little men where to put nice new tarmac?’ ex-
claimed one excited resident. 

Sure enough a couple of days later another jolly little 
man appeared and filled in almost half of the holes!

Although the road is still far from baby’s bum 
smoothness, residents are positive.

You never know, one day the entire road might be 
resurfaced! Or at least all of the holes filled in…

Maybe one day the roads of Gubblecote will be as 
smooth as this man’s head…

Gubblecote is known all over the world for its fa-
mous Gubblecotian Giant Ghekko, now sadly highly 
endangered.

It was a sad day in Gubblecote when on 17th June 
one of our eldest Ghekkos, known as Gary, was struck 
down by a steam engine on its 
way to the Steam Rally held in 
Marsworth.

Gary was 52, measured a whop-
ping 4' 3", and could regularly be 
seen bathing in the River Gubb 
whilst munching peacefully on his 
favourite food, beef rogan josh.

The driver of the steam engine, 
who shall remain unnamed for 
legal purposes, knew Gary very 

well, as he also lives in Gubblecote.

Our press team managed to talk to him and this is 
what he said: ‘Flippin’ thing shouldn’t have messed 
with my engine!’ As you can see, the driver is ex-
tremely remorseful over the incident.

For those that knew and loved 
Gary, there shall be a memorial 
service held in Lukes Lane; 
date to be confirmed.
The other ghekkos have sinced 
moved on to neighbouring vil-
lage Marsworth, as they feel 
they cannot face the sight 
where their beloved was cruelly 
snatched away from them.

WHAT A SCORCHER!

What with last month’s arrival of steam in Gubble-
cote it’s clear that Summer is well underway. Scorch-
ing temperatures mark Gubblecote’s hottest June since 
time (or my skills of recollection) began.

However, all this hot weather has brought sinister 
consequences for this oven-like hamlet. 

Over the weekend of 18th & 19th June a plague of 
shirtless, beer-bellied, middle age dads were out in 
force branding white chicken legs complete with socks 
& sandals.

Onlookers were horrified at the sight, that’s when 
the GG press team was called in to issue this warning:

NO MATTER HOW HOT IT IS – WE DON’T 
WANT TO SEE IT!

Rest in peace Gary

ENDANGERED SPECIES LOST

By Lois Kelly
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4D BUILDING
SERVICES

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

RAMAGE & SON
LANDSCAPES

For all your garden needs.
Fencing, grass cutting, patios and paths.

Logs for sale.

Telephone:

Stuart: 01442 890842

(Mob - 0797 906 0675)

Bob: 01494 433106

(Mob - 0778 877 7785

PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

St. Mary’s Patronal Festival will again take the form of pic-
nic in the Churchyard on Sunday, 14TH August from 2.30 
p.m.

You are invited to bring along your picnic but, as last year, 
we shall be supplying the strawberries and cream on scones 
and all the tea you can drink.

To keep the very young ones happy (and the not-so-young 
also) all brave Teddies are requested to attend the afternoon 
to show their flying skills by parachuting from the top of the 
church tower. We had some excellent flyers last year – and 
also those whose bumpy landings brought tears to your eyes! 
(Please ask Teddy’s permission first before bringing him 
along).

We also hope to have some on-going entertainment in the 
churchyard, and some floral displays in the church.  The 
theme this year is Mothers : mothers from the bible or con-
nected to religion in some way.  Put your thinking-caps on 
and  come up with some original and attractive displays.  We 
hasten to add that this is not a flower festival, just some  rea-
sonably inexpensive ‘floral entertainment’.

It is during this week-end that we shall have some Putnam 
visitors with us from America.  Some of you may remember 
Edith Thornton (nee Putnam) who last visited us several 
years ago. She is bringing her cousin and her nephew and 
family, and hopefully will be able to join us.  Edith is a 
church organist in her home town in America and likes to 
play St. Mary’s organ when she visits. We may get treated to 
some American style hymns/music etc. if they are all able to 
stop with us.

PUTTENHAM & LONG MARSTON 
‘HORTI’ SHOW 

When coming to the Show on Saturday the 6th of August, 
please remember to visit the Puttenham Trust Stall and try 
your hand at the “Spinning Genny” If your number is the 
winning one, you will win a prize of your choice from our 
selection. Please join us for all the fun of the afternoon.

JUMBLE SALE 

How quickly the time comes round to yet another Jumble 
Sale to be held on Saturday, 3 September starting  2 p.m. at 
Astrope Folly Stables on behalf of the Puttenham Trust. 

It is only June, and already we have had quite an amount 
given to us! So, during your summers hols., get turning out 
the drawers and cupboards, the loft and the garden shed/
garage and help us make this yet another bumper sale.

Jumble can be left at Cecilia Hall in the doorway, or, 
nearer the date, at Astrope Folly.

We are setting up over the Bank Holiday week-end, and 
will start sorting on the Tuesday. Anyone willing to help 
with this fun task, do please contact Christine. Tel: 01296 
668337. Also if you are able to help on the day itself at the 
sale. We can never have too many helpers.

Those who have been to this sale before know that it is 
slightly different from the average Jumbley. The stables 
become shops, and a marquee turns into a market place in 
the stable yard. Tea is served from the conservatory for you 
to take out on to the lawn. A chance to inspect your pur-
chases, and re-energize for another turn round the sale 
‘shops’.

News from Puttenham

Boat stops play!  Practising for the  Drennan league match at 
Puttenham . No prizes for a better caption. 
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16th Canal Festival - A teenage view By Georgina Spratt-Smith

MY friends and I went to the Canal Festival on Sunday 29 May.

There were lots of different stalls selling funky clothes, candles, soaps, food and 
sweets. Some were charity stalls. A man was demonstrating wood turning on a 
lathe and he made an apple out of a block of wood while we were watching. We 
missed the falconry display but as you can see, I held an Eagle Owl.

I enjoyed it so much I went again on Monday! 

The Eagle Owl is 
the largest of the 
European Owls. It 
rarely visits the 
British Isles.
Eagle Owls hunt 

large prey such as 
Hares and Caper-
caille. Ed.

The Little Tring  winding  hole     Pictue: Village News

Picture: Village News

The Festival proved to be as popular as ever attracting 
around 150 boats moored along the arm. Many thousands of 
visitors enjoyed the many attractions including Canal boat 
trips, falconry displays and a special commemorative real 
ale, called “Under the Bridge”, from Tring Brewery. 

Georgina with a new found friend 

VISITORS to this year’s Tring Canal Festival were able to 
celebrate the re-opening of the Litte Tring winding hole. 
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Parish Council news   

“A fresh approach to

selling property”

in and around your village

Phone now for a free, no obligation, 

valuation of your property

(01296) 660230  Pitstone, Bucks
(01442) 863737  Berkhamsted, Herts

www.plummproperty.co.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

Berko say “Non” and follow 
the French

POSSIBLY inspired by events in France and Holland, 
Berkhamsted  Town Council have vetoed a borough wide 
quality standard which all other town and parish councils 
were ready to adopt. The document set out standards by 
which local councils would operate, and though possibly 
not of huge consequence to the world, no doubt cost us all a 
few pounds to produce and agree. The Berko veto resulted 
from an apparently reasonable statement in the document 
that Dacorum BC would hold all the town and parish coun-
cils in equal regard. Not good enough for the burgess of 
Berkhamsted Town apparently. They are seeking something 
called “charter status”, which they think will make them 
better than us - so they are no longer willing to be held in 
equal regard with mere parish councils. So it looks like the 
whole thing is to be shelved. Heard about something similar 
recently?

Parish Plan to printer
THE Parish Plan is complete and ready to go to the print-

ers. More than one year of  consultative work by the Parish 
Plan Group will conclude shortly when the finished docu-
ment is illustrated and printed. Councillors approved print 
company quotes and agreed to provide a copy for every 
household in the parish in addition to those required by offi-
cial bodies.  They heard that the entire project had been 
completed for less than the budget allocated to it by 
Dacorum and the Countryside Management Service. An 
early action in response to the plan is that this year’s Parish 
Walk  (6 July from Wilstone village hall car park at 7pm) 
will check footpath links between the villages.

Highway priorities 
EFFORTS to get some specific actions by Hertfordshire 

Highways to improve local road conditions have resulted in 
some commitments from the road maintenance people, but 
not in the right order. Herts Highways have agreed to im-
prove Watery Lane/Astrope Lane, but no action has been 
taken to surface the Lukes Lane junction at Gubblecote, 
which is in a dangerous state. Councillors felt strongly that 
the Lukes Lane work should have a much higher priority 
and will ask for it to be done before Astrope Lane.
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden

Local school/playgroup pickup
References available: Fully insured

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

P.E.MEAD

& Sons

FARM SHOP

SUMMER FUN!

Why not try our quiz/
scavenger hunt?

Available end of July and all of August
Take a leisurely stroll around the 

Wilstone reservoir,
complete the quiz (£1 per entry)

Then return to the shop for a 
FREE  ice cream

Open 9 to 5.30 M-S; Sun 9.30 to 4.30
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green

(01442) 828 478

by Phil Buchi    

More forms before football
AFTER some encouraging progress with the grant appli-

cation to the Football Foundation for improvements to the 
Long Marston football pitch, Clerk to the Council Dawn 
Slade was clearly dismayed at the formal reply received 
requesting several hundredweight of additional documenta-
tion to support the claim. Nevertheless, she agreed with 
Councillors that the only thing to do was to plough on and 
meet these requests, and that’s what will be done.

Airfield lorry traffic
RESIDENTS have expressed concerned about increased 

use of the airfield site and access roads by commercial vehi-
cles. Councillors had evidence that some of these vehicle 
movements were unlicensed.

For effective action to be taken against unlicensed opera-
tors, individual members of the public have to report details 
(registration number, location, company involved) to the 
Traffic Commissioners. Members of the public should also 
watch for new applications for operators licences which are 
published in the Gazette and Herald.

Three applicants for Parish vacancy
THREE people have declared an interest in the Parish 
Council vacancy left by the departure of Michael Glasser. 

As there has been no request from electors to hold an elec-
tion (the signatures of 10 electors are required to trigger 
this), councillors will interview each applicant with a view 
to co-opting one to fill the vacancy.

Parish Councillor Profile: Peter Foster

PETER FOSTER has 
lived in Wilstone -
next to the Half Moon 
- for 10 years. He is 
married to Jane and 
they have 2 sons; 
Mark (13) who is at 
Tring School and 
David (10) who goes 
to Long Marston 
School. Peter works 
from home (in the 
loft!) which is why he 
can be seen wander-
ing up to the village 
shop most lunchtimes. Peter 
became a parish councillor in 2004. As part of his TRPC 
duties he has also recently joined the Wilstone Village Hall 
Committee.

Picture: Village News

Spanish Holiday ?!

Javea, Costa Blanca.

Spacious luxury two-bed appartment.

3 mins from sea.

Large pool.

One hour from Alicante.

Reasonable rates.
For more information call

(01296) 681306
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Fresh Home Baked Bread, Hot Pies and 

Savouries To Take Away, Orders Taken.

Wide Selection of Pizzas: To Eat In or Take Away

All Day Breakfast £3.99

Also Daily Specials £3.99
Hot Beverages To Take Away

Newspapers and Magazines for Sale, Orders Taken.

Full Range of Groceries

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Coffee Mornings

Photo Copier

Dry Cleaning

Or Just Pop in for a Pint

Open: 7am – 11pm, 10.30pm on Sundays

You Can Now Use Your Post Office to Deposit and Withdraw 

Money If You Bank With Any of the Following: Alliance & Leices-

Long Marston

The Boot

Telephone 01296 - 668359

Shop & Post Office
Vale Burner 

Services Ltd

Installation : Commissioning

Breakdown Repair :  Service

OIL-FIRED BOILERS

& RANGE COOKERS

Tel/Fax 01844 299200

Pills and things…..
“Another do was Maypole Day, it  was Empire day, May  
24th. We used to go around maypoling.

Singing 

Maypole Maypole 
Maypole Day

Please give me a ha’penny
Then I’ll run away’

We generally got hold of a copper or two going all around. 
and we also used to go around on Valentines day, singing to 
get an odd copper. Cos if you got a farthing you could go to 
old Mrs Roberts and buy a farthing pomfrey…they were a 
square thing … when they got bit soft you could bend them 
double and they wouldn't break. When they were new they 
were as hard as a bit of flint, but they had got a bit wear in 
'em for a farthing… that was a good buy!”

She [Mrs Roberts] also sold pills, rhubarb pills and stomach 

pills…the day she made 'em you went  and got a pen'th of 
pills.. . she’d screw them up in a little piece of newspaper –
I don't think the powers that be now would take too kindly 
to that  today. She also used to sell various rhubarb pies and 
that sort of thing, salts and jollop, treacle,  brimstone all 
those sort of things for the good of your body or the good of 
your soul if they finished you off!

The old chap, I just remember him, he used to sell his pies, 
that they made at Mentmore Mansion when it was being 
built – old Tommy Roberts . But as I say you could go 
down there and get a pen'th of pills,  I don’t  know whether  
they done you any good or not but there was these head and 
stomach pills and rhubarb pills, apparently they did, cos we 
don’t know if they killed anybody as they don’t say much 
about it!” 

A voice from the past   

The late Cyril Chandler (1901-1978)  talking about the Long Marston of his boyhood 

This story has been taken from a tape made at Wilstone 
Village Hall  in 1977. Cyril tells many tales and we  hope 
to serialise them in future editions. 
Farthing  = 1/960 of a pound or 0.104 pence. Ed.

Reproduced by kind permission  of Mrs Eunice Hall  
transcribed  by Colin Moore
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LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston

THE yellow gold glow from the surrounding fields of rape-
seed has become a welcome sign of spring, transforming the 
winter landscape with the hope of summer. (Sometimes 
‘hope’ is as good as it gets). Each year it occurs to me that I 
have not the faintest idea what all this yellow stuff is for. I 
wonder at my ignorance - a regular pastime - and leave it at 
that. But this year a chance conversation with farmer Simon 
Mead prompted me to find out 
more. I was amazed. This crop is 
so versatile you can turn it into 
almost anything. A real super-
crop, agricultural gold no less. 
Grown mainly in the UK, France, 
Germany, Sweden, Poland, USA 
and Canada, 15 million tons were 
produced in 2004, selling for 
around €509 a ton. 

It is the small black seeds that are 
harvested. The stems and stalks 
are not so useful, they don’t 
make good animal feed or bedding, so they are ploughed 
back in to help with the next crop. The gold is in the seeds, 
which are crushed to extract oil. This versatile substance 
can be turned into food, pharmaceuticals, chemicals for 
industry, bio-degradable plastics and lubricants and - possi-
bly most significantly in the long run - cleaner diesel vehi-
cle fuel.

The Guardian recently called British-grown pure rapeseed 
oil a “super ingredient” for cooking, frying and salad dress-
ing. It is different to the better-known olive oil, having a 
much lighter and delicate taste, so is less overpowering. It is 
said to be particularly healthy, being high in monounsatu-

rated fats and low in saturated (6% compared to 12% in 
olive oil) with high levels of the famous omega 3 and 6 
thrown in. And it is home grown. Not all forms of proc-
essed rapeseed oil are as healthy as each other though, as 
much is hydrogenated for long shelf life - which is not so 
good as many people have to avoid foods containing hydro-
genated fats.

Growing diesel fuel seems bizarre, but 
BBC News reported the arrival at the 
pumps of a new form of diesel con-
taining rapeseed oil over a year ago. 
“GlobalDiesel”, developed by inde-
pendent clean-fuels supplier Green-
ergy, contains 5% rapeseed oil. The 
company says this will reduce the 
amount of smoke in the exhaust by up 
to 28% and cut carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 5%. Right now you will have 
to burn more fuel to get it though; the 

nearest stockists to us are at Hatfield and Milton Keynes! 
(A full list is at www.greenergy.com). 

Marketing rapeseed oil as a food ingredient has clearly had 
its problems in the past. Its versatility and association with 
industrial products make it seem none too delicious, the 
health aspects have had a mixed press, and the name itself 
probably doesn’t help. But these many uses must surely 
secure its future as a feature of our countryside every May. 
And if you don’t like the name, what about Brassica Naplus 
or Brassica Campestris?

Yellow fields of rapeseed: but what’s it for?
“I was amazed”, says trainee farming correspondent Phil Buchi. “The future’s not Orange, it’s Yellow!”

Pumping rapeseed (Picture: BBC News)
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead

Short Story Winner

I was walking down the road to Wilstone village shop when 
suddenly I felt the earth crumble beneath my feet. I was 
falling into a deep dark pit, the wind was rushing against 
my face.

After about 10 minutes of falling through the earth, I landed 
with a dull thud.  I stood up trying to see where I was when 
I heard something say “ahh my next victim” in a low 
growly voice. “Who’s there?” My voice echoed around me 
as I spoke. As soon as I finished speaking some dim red 
lights came on. I was surrounded by lava.

I listened for the voice but all I could hear was the popping 
of lava.  I was still listening to lava making music when I 
heard “I’m over here”.  I looked around and as I looked 
down I nearly screamed.

Right before my eyes I saw a plump red man with horns, an 
arrow-shaped tail – a devil!  I knew straight away where I 
was.  I was in hell!  “What do you want?” I whispered.
“Me?” Said the devil “I want your soul!”

“Can’t we come to some sort of agreement like …. I know 
a game of rock, paper, scissors, best out of 3”.
“You’re on!”

The score was 1-1.  I had to win to get back home.  Rock!  
Should I choose rock?  Paper!  Should I choose paper?  
Scissors!  Should I choose scissors?
“PAPER!” I bellowed.
“ROCK!” The devil bellowed.  With a whiz and a bang.
“Yes!” I screamed.

The Hole by Lydia Kemp

Lydia won the under 11’s short story competition at the Wilstone Fete Ed.
‘Mother nature’ by Rebecca Moller will be published in the next edition

The Leys

THROUGH the footpath hedge from the Blackhorse (see June edition) are The Leys. Three electricity lines cross this 7 hec-
tare field which means 10 poles have to be avoided with ever wider machines. The Blackhorse, The Leys and the rest of the 
farm have about 10 inches of top soil over 3 feet of gravel, which sits on clay.  In winter there is a high water table, some-
times in a wet winter as high as 12 inches below the surface.  In a dry time this water table disappears and crops suffer.

This year there is a crop of winter wheat. In the 1940’s there was permanent grass.  It 
was in this field that Tubby Edmunds (of New Road) had his first job; stone picking.  
The field was marked out with pegs and, using buckets, all stones above a certain size 
were picked up and carried to the headland. The stones damaged the mower blades. I 
expect Tubby’s first job was a tester - he soon progressed to tractors and other machines, 
winning ploughing matches.

There is a story that my Grandfather, Percy, would go into the classroom in Wilstone 
School and tell the teacher that Tubby had to take two horses to Bethel’s the blacksmith 
in Long Marston.  I don’t expect Tubby complained.  It must be my age - I’m remember-
ing things from 60 years ago and forgetting a shopping list barely 10 minutes old!  When 
I was 9 years old I was told to take horse and empty cart from the rick by the buildings 
back to The Leys. Dick Bateman called out: “Look out for her feet”. Luckily the horse, 
Rose, knew where to go so I was able to watch those huge re-enforced hooves. I wonder 
if I could still load a cart with sheaves of corn? There was a lot of pride in building a 
good load with straight sides that didn’t fall over.  Then the combine harvester arrived 

and with it a new way of life. Now, a mobile phone and a computer, together with an 
ability to fill in forms are the order of the day!

Ley  n. Land temporarily under grass; ley-farming, alter-
nate growing of crops and grass.  Probably from Old Eng-
lish ‘laege’(OED).  

Tubby Edmunds, ploughing cham-
pion and expert horse handler. He 
worked on the farm for 30 years and 
is still winning championships, now 
with the bowls team.
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories
Hardwood
UPVC
Aluminium
Secondary
Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333
Mobile:  07836 640448

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 

All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 

No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 

Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold

Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning

& 

Fuel Injection Service

Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 

All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 

No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 

Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold

Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning

& 

Fuel Injection Service

Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

FREE ESTIMATES 

Kaye’s Interiors
CURTAIN MAKERS

TEL: 01442 828 108
Mob: 07767 783 955

Professional and friendly advice 
from a local, family run business in the 

comfort of your own home

For all types of blinds 
at discount prices 

*Roman Blinds - Choose from 
our extensive range or from 

your own fabric

ROLLER ● PLEATED ● WOODSLAT

VERTICAL ● ROMAN*● PINOLEUM

CONSERVATORY

THE BLIND 
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Meadow Brown. In a particularly warm 
summer we can see literally hundreds of 
meadow browns, but more subtle and 
particularly beautiful are the Ringlets (a 
dusky chocolate brown with white rings) 
and the Marbled Whites (a white and 
black striped beauty). The Common Blue
and the Small Copper are not so abun-
dant but are increasing in number on the 
Reserve and are like small jewels.

But we must not forget the Brimstone (an early spring and 
later summer butterfly which gives the name to the butterfly 
as a form of insect, describing its yellow colour) and the 
Painted Lady a frequent migrant to this country from North 
Africa and Eastern Europe.

I have only touched on the butterflies that we see on the 
Reserve but in Britain we have only under 60 species of 
butterflies, some of which are becoming extinct. Because of 
loss of habitat some butterflies are on the edge of survival. 
Some are very specific in their choice food plants for their 
larva and require plenty of nectar sources as adults.

It is vital that throughout Britain we retain suitable habi-
tats, which need to be managed carefully. Hence the cattle 
on the Reserve who ‘chomp’ down the strong growing and 
dominant grasses and other invasive plants, to enable the 
finer grasses and wild flowers to come through. As we fine 
tune their ‘chomping time’ we hope to improve the butterfly 
habitat on Millhoppers .

On a warm summer day there is much peace to be had on 
the Reserve.

Why not come and join me on a butterfly hunt!

Pictures—Offwell Woodland & Wildlife Trust,visit their website 
at www.offwell.free-online.co.uk

Butterflies and Millhoppers by Margaret Noakes

Brimstone

SUMMER is the time that we expect 
to see an explosion of wildlife and 
what epitomises that more than the 
appearance of butterflies on a warm 
sunny day.

In 1998, Butterfly Conversation ac-
quired its first Reserve in Hertford-

shire,on our doorstep. The 3.5 acre, 
unimproved grassland area off Watery Lane, between Wil-
stone and Astrope was for sale and with grants from 
Dacorum and the Herts Branch of Butterfly Conservation 
we were in a position to buy the land.

The area is special, with 16 Black Poplars around the pe-
riphery; a stream almost enclosing the whole area and 
coursing through the middle, forming a large marshy habitat 
for different forms of wildlife and, all over the Reserve, 
many species of wild flowers.

Butterflies are indicators of the health of our environment 
and by monitoring their numbers and diversity we can gain 
an idea of what is happening locally. Over the past 7 years 
regular transect recordings been made. [To make a transect 
recording the observer follows a 
specific path through the reserve 
and records sightings and distances 
from the path. Ed.] Every week 
from the first week in April to the 
last week in September, I or a col-
league, have recorded the butterflies 
on Millhoppers. We have recorded 
22 species most years, with an av-
erage of 21 overall.

What are the most common? Probably the Small White 
and the Green Veined White and in July and August  the 

Common Blue 

NOW that Summer 
is finally upon us, I 
get a real buzz from 
walking my Yellow 
Lab (Henry) over 
the many miles of 
footpaths right on 
our door step - here 
in our beautiful 
Parish. 
There is indeed a 
myriad of walks 
through Gubble-
cote, Long Mar-
ston, Wilstone and 
Puttenham; along 
canal towpaths, 

fields, meadows, round reservoirs and along lanes. We 
regularly see a wealth of interesting mammals, birds and 
flowers. Last week alone we saw a Fox, a Stoat and a Barn 
Owl.

Due to the recent disability act and some forward thinking, 
Councils are slowly doing away with difficult stiles, and 
replacing them with easy access gates. In fact we already 
have several new gates in place in various locations.  If you 
have experienced difficulty with stiles and would like any 
information on where to walk, please give me a ring (Jill 
Finlan 01296 661716) and I’ll fill you in.

You don’t know what you’re missing

Why not join your councillors on the Village Link Walk  
(6 July from Wilstone village hall car park at 7pm)  if you 
want to make your views on footpaths etc. heard. See Page 
12 Parish Plan. Ed. 

Henry  by one of the new gates 

Get Walking — this month it’s all the rage        by Jill Finlan

Marbled White
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FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

CARPET 
CLEANING

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring
Herts

HP23 4NU

01442 824250

A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night

A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 
from the menu
5.30pm - 11pm

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet

A selection of different dishes every week
12 noon - 3pm

132 London Road, Aston Clinton, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360
www.shaadrestaurant.com

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner, 
including Bank Holidays

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm

Excellent Takeaway Service
20% Discount for a Limited Period

THE  WOODWORK 

SHOP

Your Project in Wood

Unit 4b
Woodlands Farm
The Vale 
Chesham
Bucks HP5 3NS

Phone  or Fax
01494 772600
Email  ajm42@msn.com

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.  

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.      

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality.
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The Wonders of Creation
Sponsors needed for festival of flowers and crafts at St Peter 
and St Paul Church, Tring.  
7, 8 & 9 October 2005.

THIS festival will be a Tring Parish Team event to help 
raise money for the new floor and heating system urgently 
needed at St Cross Church in Wilstone.  It will be a wonder-
ful colourful event, with many Autumn flowers and attractive 
and exciting crafts. There will be more than 50 flower ar-
rangements, and the committee is hoping that you will be 
willing to make a donation towards the cost of the flowers.  If 
you would like to do this in memory of someone, or to cele-
brate a special occasion please let us know as there will be a 
list of donors and dedications displayed in church during the 
festival, and in the programme.

Please complete or copy the form below and enclose it with 
your donation so that our lists can be kept correctly.  Cheques 
payable to “Friends of St Cross”.  Thank you.

Sponsorship/Donation form

“The Wonders of Creation”

Festival of flowers and crafts

Name of donor ___________________________

Address (for receipt) _______________________

________________________________________

Dedication, if desired.  (Up to 10 words.)

________________________________________

________________________________________

Send to: Mrs P Cockerill, 34 Beaconsfield Road, 
Tring, HP23 4DW.  Tel: 01442 824394

Hats on for Ben
by our man at the bar, Les Avanover

OCTOGENAR-
IAN playboy Ben 
Reeves invited 
ladies to wear hats 
for a grand party 
thrown at the vil-
lage hall for no 
other reason  that 
it was time to have 
a grand party!  
Hosts Ben, daugh-
ter Carole and 
son-in-law Peter 
reviewed the Ugly Shirts paraded by the men, and probably 
wished they hadn’t.  My goodness there were some dreadful 
garments. The Village News angling correspondent was seen 
in a particularly awful example, while our prize for com-

pletely over-the-top (ugly shirt, grim beach shorts, odd 
socks and a hat too) goes so someone whom, for legal rea-
sons, we can identify only as “Michael”.

Open gardens are green
THE twelve Wilstone gardens opened to the public on 26 
June were resplendently green after Friday’s deluge, but a 
dry and sort-of-sunny afternoon allowed visitors to amble 
round at their leisure. Of course the main point of these 
events is that you can snoop around and see what your 
neighbours are up to behind their neatly clipped hedges, but 
the Iain Rennie Hospice and village hall funds benefited 
too!

Delightful hat parade

Stan Smith’s tropical garden Relaxing with the Alfords 
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Need an evening out?  Come to the 
Half Moon for great food, choice of 

wines, and good beers.

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Dog walking & pet day care service
including feeding small animals & fish

Regular or one off business 

Fully insured and a pet owner 
with lots of experience

Give me a call 
on 07780 807546 (Vanessa)

IT would be true to say that the village hall was not 
packed for the Neighbourhood Watch meeting held at Long 
Marston during April. However the evening did produce 
some lively debate and it is anticipated that new Watches 
will result. Following a spate of burglaries in Aldbury and 
Wiggington Tring Crime Prevention Panel members can-
vassed local residents explaining the advantages of 
Neighbourhood Watches. Much interest was shown and a 
number of residents volunteered to act as coordinators for 
new watches.

Insurance companies provide a discount for householders 
who are in a Neighbour-
hood Watch scheme be-
cause they have statistical 
evidence showing that 
burglary and associated 
crime is lower in these 
areas.
The immobiliser systems 
fitted to modern cars are 
becoming very sophisti-
cated and increasingly 

difficult to overcome. 
There is however one re-
maining weakness with 

most cars in that a key, mechanical or electronic, is still 
needed for starting. Not surprisingly 
car thieves are concentrating on 
stealing car keys and an increasing 
number of burglaries are committed 
with the sole aim of stealing the 
keys of expensive cars sitting on 
drives. Thieves are often aided by 
residents who leave keys on hall 

tables, kitchen worktops and other obvious places.

Car-jacking is another means of car theft – don’t leave 
your vehicle for any reason without removing the key and 
locking doors. Distractions can involve minor rear end 
shunts, papers stuck on the rear screen in car parks, etc, all 
aimed at persuading you to get out of the vehicle with the 
engine running or at least with the key in the ignition. It 
takes an accomplished thief seconds to jump in and drive 
off.

Now that the summer 
is here it is likely that 
thieves will once more 
visit the parking areas of 
local beauty spots. When 
you park your car do not 
leave anything on show. 
You may know that the 
carrier bag on the back 
seat only contains the 
wrappings of last night’s 
take-away however the 
thief does not. You may 
be happy to be relieved 
of the rubbish but this 
joy is unlikely to be ex-
tended to the cost and 
inconvenience of replacing the window glass and other 
forced entry damage! Thieves are known to watch for valu-
ables being left in the boot of cars and wait for the owner to 
move off before forcing the boot lid open so take valuables 
with you.

Tring Crime Prevention Panel by Mike Haley

Is someone watching your car ?

Hide your keys!

They should have joined a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme! 
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels and 

Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

Purdie Executive Limousines

Telephone / Fax: (01296) 661448

Your Versatile Local Taxi and Chauffeur Service

Please Telephone For A Quotation

6  Bromley, Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QU

We Can Accommodate All Your Needs for Long and Short 
Distance Travel

Including Transport to and From Airports, Weddings and 
Special Events

Please support our advertisers -
and tell them you saw it in Village News.

You Need T.O.O.™
(The Other Option)

A Not-for-Profit Organisation

We have been in business since February 2003 and our 
service is proving to be popular and successful

You Need TOO™ provides a sympathetic and flexible 
personal accompanied companion service.  Compan-
ions will give CONSTANT ASSISTANCE and are 
friendly, reliable and trustworthy.  No journey is too far!
Wheelchair users are welcome.  Our rates are afford-
able:-

An appointment taking 1hr 45mins - £16.00
A shopping trip taking 1hr 15mins - £12.00
A companion in your home for a 7hr day - £50.00
Please note: our charges are calculated per booking NOT per person

Our service is available 365 days a year

TO FIND OUT MORE
Visit our website at www.youneedtoo.co.uk

E-mail us on companions@youneedtoo.co.uk
Or call and speak to either Michelle or Pam

RING US NOW ON (01296) 681902
FOR CARING COMPANIONS

YOU KNOW You Need T.O.O.™

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through 
with an experienced and sympathetic 

counsellor.
Ring in total confidence

01296 668357 or 07778 802748

Established 200 Years

K.Y.GREEN
Funeral Directors

29 Cambridge Street
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 1RP
For personal attention and advice phone

01296 - 482041

24 hour emergency service
Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble

Golden Charter
Pre Payment Plans available

Please contact us, without obligation, for 
your free brochure
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Recipe Page  by Jane Kelly

Syllabub

Atholl 
Brose

What you need

2 lemons 
200ml ( 8 fl oz. ) medium white wine
6-8 tbsp caster sugar
600 ml ( 1 pint ) double cream
chopped pistachio nuts or crushed praline ( see details below ) to decorate

What you do
1. Grate the rind off the lemons so there is no trace of pith.
2. Put in a bowl with the lemon juice, wine and 6 tbsp. caster sugar and leave to 

infuse for a couple of hours if time allows.
3. Strain out the rind just before using.
4. Gradually add the cream, whisking steadily until the mixture stands in peaks.
5. Taste and add more sugar to your taste.
6. Pour into stemmed glasses or goblets and chill thoroughly
7. Decorate with your chosen topping.

Serves 6 ish

For praline: put 50g ( 2oz ) caster sugar and 50g ( 2oz ) un-blanched almonds in a small 
thick saucepan over a gentle heat. When sugar is dissolved, stir carefully to coat almonds 
and continue cooking until rich golden brown and smelling of toffee. Pour into an oiled 
baking tin and leave to go cold and brittle. Remove and chop up. 

What you need

8 tbsp medium oatmeal
6-8 tbsp whisky
2 tbsp lemon juice
4 tbsp heather honey
300 ml ( ½ pint ) double cream
lemon twists to decorate

What you do
1. Spread the oatmeal on a tin and toast for a few minutes under the grill, shaking 

frequently until it browns evenly. Leave to cool
2. Mix together the whisky, lemon juice and honey. (The amount of honey can be 

varied according to taste).
3. Gradually whisk in the cream until the mixture stands in peaks.
4. Fold in the toasted oatmeal and turn into stem glasses or goblets. Chill.
5.    Decorate each glass with a twist of lemon and serve with thin shortbreads.

Serves 6 ish

Here are 2 very quick easy desserts which look classy and taste great !!

This next dessert is the Highland version of Syllabub
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial

Approved contractor

For ALL your electrical requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Problem with your windows?

Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

or is the seal damaged?

Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

can't?

Water getting into the double glazed unit?

All misted up inside the unit?

Guarantees on all units fitted

Individual units can be replaced from as little 

as £40 inc VAT, with DISCOUNTS available 

for multiple units. Units can be fitted in most 

types of frames, including wood, uPVC and alu-

minium, and while we are on site we will have a 

look at any problems you may be having with 

those handles and hinges!

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com

Compressed Chronicles by Innominate, from the archives of A R Gomm

CAN you imagine the old measure of "1 rood 7 perches or 
thereabouts"?  If not, just look at the site where the School 
Flats now grace Wilstone.  Following an Act of Parliament 
in 1842 making grants available for National Schools, Wil-
liam Kay of Tring bequeathed the plot for a building to edu-
cate the poor based on the principles of the established 
church.  So, built in 1848 grant aided by the Church of Eng-
land, it lasted over 120 years.  Records begun in 1864 show 
it was host to approximately 1400 children during that time 
coming from Drayton Beauchamp, Puttenham, Long Mar-
ston, Gubblecote and Wilstone.  School days are the happi-
est of our lives we are told but a tough time was endured by 
pupils at Wilstone's school in its earliest days. These mites 
then started at just 2 years old and, if they could manage to 
stick it out, the majority had left by 12 years, maybe one or 
two at 14-15 having acted as teachers' assistants.  Poverty, 
diabolical weather, illness and death stalked those early 
entrants, particularly during the hard winter of 1875.

Only in 1900 was a benefactor found (Mr Greening of 
Chapel End Farm) to resurface the mud bath apology for a 
playground and enclose the school with an iron fence.  Ini-
tially there were 3 classrooms and a gallery for the tiny tots 
to serve 100 children maximum, averaging at around 60.  
Having been built as one unit, including the school house, 
the building remained pretty much the same during its exis-
tence apart from refurbishment with new toilets, a bathroom 
for the house and reducing to 2 classrooms (infants and 
juniors). Oh, and they moved away from oil lamps and coal 
fires.

The cost of education in those days? Well in 1899 the 
school's income = £195.4s.5d (£195.22) with expenditure 
£111.17s.2d (£111.86) including £60 for the teacher and 

£21.5s.0d (£21.25) for additional staff, so they even man-
aged a surplus in their funds.

During the 1914-18 war the kids there were no slouches 
as they aided the war effort by collecting 250 lbs of black-
berries to supplement food rations.  When, after 1939,  
WW2 really got underway Wilstone had an invasion of its 
own – evacuees from London who were boarded here and 
increased the school's complement.

Herts CC took over the school in 1948 from the Church of 
England authority and, with no Jamie Oliver on the scene to 
protest, in 1956 the Council discontinued the school meals 
served in the Parish Room so all the youngsters had to go 
home at lunch time which was then very uncommon. Then 
in 1971, despite a vigorous but unsuccessful "Save Our 
School" campaign, it was as if the heart was taken out of the 
village for Wilstone School CLOSED. No squeals and yells 
from the playground, no clanging of the bell – just a dull 
silence. The site was razed to the ground in 1974 to make 
way for today's des res, The School Flats.

Wilstone children were bussed to the new school in Long 
Marston, as they still are today aboard now elegant coaches.  
Remember a while ago when one got stuck, embedded atop 
the little hump back bridge by Jeffrey's Lock to the kids' 
glee and the driver's chagrin?

The focus of initial education for little would-be academ-
ics in Gubblecote, Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone 
is of course Long Marston Primary School. Its 19th century 
structure was pulverized by a WW2 bomb and the replace-
ment erected in 1951 has been further extended and refur-
bished over recent years to give today's smart modern build-
ing.  Catering for some 125 children this centre of excel-
lence has an extensive back-up network to complement the 
teaching, admin, catering and cleaning staff.  Bolstered by 
willing ancillary helpers, an energetic "Friends of...." com-
mittee, not forgetting the Governors, the school's prospectus 
details a comprehensive academic and activity related sylla-
bus, with interesting extra-curricular pursuits.

Wilstone villagers' apparent scholastic "loss" seen by 
many as Long Marston's "gain" has turned out to be very 
beneficial to Wilstone's youth as well in the end!

For further information visit:-
www.stcross.nildram.co.uk

and www.longmarston.herts.sch.uk
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MAN WITH A VAN!

NATIONWIDE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

SERVICE

Anything considered
E.g. Student move, small house move etc.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE 07770 237745

Why does this beef taste so good? 

Because it comes 
from Gubblecote!

LONG DISTANCE shoppers among you may have glanced at 

this promotional leaflet while visiting a Waitrose store - but 

glance again: does the scene look familiar? Yes, you’re right. It 

is local farmer Simon Mead leading this Aberdeen Angus herd 

from a Gubblecote field.  Simon explains in the leaflet that the 

secret of good beef is happy and healthy cattle. And what could 

be better than grazing in the delightful fields of Gubblecote by 

the banks of the babbling River Gubb. Aberdeen Angus is a 

native British breed dating back to the 1880s, and is a speciality 

at this farm.

Picture: Waitrose Limited

Wilstone’s African visitor

By Colin Moore

EVERY year a small numberof Spotted Flycatchers re-
turn to the village in late May and June to nest. They are 
small robin size bird, which can be easily overlooked. 
Like sparrows they are often seen around houses or 
churchyards and often nest on a ledge or in wall climbing 
creepers. 

Flycatchers like to find a prominent perch from which 
they watch for flying insects, having spotted one they dart 
out to catch it  generally returning to the same perch.
They only spend a short time here just enough to produce 

a family before 
making their long 
journey back to 
Africa in early 
September. The 
adult birds leave 
first leaving the 
young behind to 
fatten up a bit and 
to make their own 
way back!

A young Spotted Flycatcher tests 
its wings ready for its long flight 
to Africa



Village News

P a g e  2 6 J u l y  2 0 0 5

WE often lose sight of 
the sacred because we fo-
cus on the secular. July 20, 
1969, is a single entry in 
some historical documents 
but the enormity of the 
event is imprinted on those 
who remember. Thirty- six 
years ago, the first human 
footprints were made on 
the surface of the moon. As 
history was made, the mo-
mentous occasion was 
marked by enacting an-
other significant historical 
moment. 
From the diary of Buzz Aldrin:-

"On the day of the moon landing, we awoke at 5:30am., 
Houston time. Neil (Armstrong) and I separated from Mike 
Collins in the command module. Our powered descent was 
right on schedule. With only seconds of fuel left, we touched 
down at 3:30pm. Now was the time for Communion. So I un-
stowed the elements in their flight packets. I put them and the 
Scripture reading in the little table in front of the abort 
guidance-system computer. Then I called Houston. 'Houston, 
this is Eagle. This is LM (lunar module) Pilot speaking. I 
would like to request a few moments silence. I would like to 
invite each person listening in, wherever and whomever he or 
she may be, to contemplate for a moment the events of the 
past few hours and to give thanks in his own individual way.'

For me, this meant taking Holy Communion. In the radio 
blackout I opened the little plastic packages which contained 
the bread and the wine. I poured wine into the chalice my 
parish had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the 
wine curled slowly and gracefully up the cup. It was interest-
ing to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the 
moon and the very first food eaten there, were consecrated 
elements.

Just before I partook of the elements, I read the words 
which I had chosen to indicate our trust that as man probes 

The unusual view of St Mary’s at Puttenham is 
taken from behind the hall so that its beautiful 
tower becomes the dominant part of the picture. 
It was taken on a spring morning with sun light-
ing the building but storm clouds threatening.

Scanning the slide to create a digital image 
allowed the perspective of  St Mary’s to be-
changed so that the tower does not lean back as 
would normally be the case from such a close 
viewpoint.

St. Peter and St. Paul, Tring
CHURCH CHOIR

The Church Choir of St. Peter and St. Paul, Tring has 
vacancies for new singers to join the choir in Septem-
ber:

ADULT MEMBERS IN ALL VOICES. Prior singing ex-
perience and an ability to read music are necessary, 
although it is not necessary to have sung in a church 
choir before.

BOYS AND GIRLS. The ideal age will be for children 
starting school year 6 or year 7 at this time, although 
consideration will be given to other ages. Prior musi-
cal experience, singing or instrumental, will be a 
benefit but is not necessary.

The choir rehearses each Friday evening and sings at 
the main church service at 10:00 on Sundays (but not 
the second Sunday of each month). There are also a 
small number of additional services at other times and 
some weddings on Saturdays.

To apply, or to request further information, please 
contact the choirmaster, Cliff Brown, on 01442 
827572 (evenings only) or by email to 
cliff.brown@bigfoot.com.

The Eagle Has Landed!            by Rev’d Frank Mercurio, Rector

into space, we are in fact acting in Christ. I sensed espe-
cially strongly my unity with our church back home, and 
with the Church everywhere.

I read: "I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever re-
mains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit; for you can 
do nothing without me."
Buzz Aldrin

What will you and Christ accomplish today?

Buzz Aldrin steps on the moon. 
(Picture NASA)

Village View 
provided by John Painter
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Local Names and Numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers
PC Steve May                  07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668959

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Linda Collison 01442 891930
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01296 668828
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 3000 (swbd)

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have 

delivered this Village News to every home in 

the parish.

Distribution enquiries to:

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526

Village News: Long Marston,Wilstone, 
Puttenham, Astrope, Little Tring, 
Gubblecote.

Guest Editor September:
Colin Davenport
 01442 890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172
Secretary:
Carole Harrison
01296 668526

Please contact Colette to advertise and the editor
with articles, news and information.

Next copy date is Saturday 20 August 
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