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magazine - produced and  
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home in the Tring Rural 
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For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone 

TRPC proposals for traffic. 
 
The Parish Council have some proposals for traffic calming in the villages which are fully 
explained on page 12.  You also have the opportunity to completer a simple survey so 
you can have your say on 20 mph zones and physical speed deterrents.  If the Council  
gain the support of residents they will put these proposal forward to Herts County 
Council. 

Portraits for NHS Heroes                                    
Jackie Henderson is local artist who has studio 
in Wilstone.  Jackie has and continue to be part 
of the movement to paint NHS Heroes as a gift 
for all their amazing hard work during the crisis. 

Tom Croft (Sky Portrait Artist) an Oxford based 

portrait artist set this in motion and hundreds of 

artists around Britain have given their time and 

knowledge to put NHS Heroes into paintings, 

drawings and sculptures of all kinds, expressing 

each artists gratitude in individual ways.  

Jackie has said she would be happy to offer her 

time to paint any local NHS Heroes who have 

cared for people in these local villages.  

 

Trained in Fashion and Textiles at Belfast Art 

College, Jackie went on to design for C&A and 

BHS while also having a weekly Fashion 

column in an Irish newspaper. Some of her 

designs were published in Vogue magazine. 

Adding an Art Teachers Certificate from 

Goldsmiths, London gave her the opportunity to 

teach in both schools and adult education in and 

around London. Teaching has been a privilege 

which continues, though teaching is also about 

learning!  

 

Jackie’s personal work has included anything 

that moves (!!) and has a soul, people, animals, 

and horses in particular.  Landscape and still life 

also feature. Colour and colour mixing 

fascinates yet most of her abilities come from 

many hours studying and teaching life drawing. 

If you have an Instagram account you can see 

more of Jackie’s work at paint_jackieh52  

Two of Jackie’s heroes 
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Keep calm and carry on  - Sing Wilstone            by Jo Woodbridge  

 
DESPITE  lockdown, Sing Wilstone has 
been meeting up via Zoom since we 
went into isolation at the end of March.  
There have been technical difficulties 
for some but most participants have 
been able to join in each week.  It has 
been great to see our choir mates and 
catch up with news, have a laugh and 
see everyone’s long hair and of course 
have a sing!  The singing part is 
interesting, Judith, our choir Director, 
will take us through a warm up as 
normal and then guide us through the 
music we are working on; this is all 
done on mute so that we cannot hear 
each other.  Due to the time delay 
experienced on Zoom it can lead to 
much hilarity.  Some of the members 
have been creative with their writing 
skills, inspired by our Zoom choir 
experience, we’ve had Shakespeare 
influenced sonnets, Les Mis rewrites and 
even a Sing Wilstone Rap.  The picture 
here shows some of the participants 
during a session. 
 

Wilstone Allotment News                                        by Ruth Patterson 
 

THE excellent weather during April, May and June has brought all our 
plot holders flocking to the allotments - and a waiting list to join us! 
Lockdown has certainly inspired everyone to grow everything from seed – 
some of us for the first time, as garden centres weren’t open until mid-
May. Judging by the abundance of surplus tomato plants, runner beans, 
French beans, and brassica plants that we have sold on the Allotment Plant 
Stall, it has been a very successful activity.  

There is an air of great expectation at the allotments after weeks of 
lockdown, and planting out and sowing many crops both in the ground, in 
raised beds and in large pots is mostly completed. A highlight during this 
time has been seeing many fellow plot holders and having the opportunity 
to chat (from the correct distance of course) and share planting ideas and 
experiences, as well as swapping vegetable plants and trying to maximise 
all the space on our plots. Many of us are planting out successional 
sowings in pots and small spaces to add to the range of crops we can grow.   

The perfect conditions and plenty of daily watering have sent the runner 
beans up the sticks and sometimes they have needed a helping hand to 
twirl the runners around their cane anticlockwise – it will only go this way 
or throw itself off the cane! Broad beans, mange tout, beetroot, 
strawberries are all being harvested on several plots, and early potatoes are 
flowering too. There are some quite amazing and inventive structures on many plots – some to make access easier for sowing, 
growing and harvesting, some to protect the crops from unwanted pests, including pigeons! We all say that we never stop 
learning, and are looking forward to the satisfaction and pleasure of eating our own grown fresh produce. 

No Wimbledon this year? Never mind! Look no further that Steve and Ursula’s allotment raised beds – one containing the finest 
crop of strawberries you could wish for, and another with a double net across it! (for their rows of peas and mangetout) Centre 
court? No problem! “Wimbledon at Wilstone” and, of course their very own ball girl – Rosie the dog! 

Fruit bushes too have blossomed and are heavy with ripening fruit: black and red currants, gooseberries, early raspberries, and 
strawberries. Rhubarb has been prolific this year and any surplus taken to the Plant Stall has sold straight away. 

A  sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed plants or bought plants for the “Allotment Stall on the Wall”, and  especially 
to John and Anna Evans who have set it out each day on their wall and put it away in the evening for the past three months! (A 
separate report from John is included in this edition of the Village News) We look forward to sharing some of our surplus 
vegetables on the stall in July and August. 

A fine strawberry bed 
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Village News 

The next edition will be for September2020 
and the deadline for items for inclusion is 
Wednesday 19 August 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 
by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 
Let us know if we are not! 

I am sorry that this edition is week behind schedule but I 
decided to give additional time to contributors.  I hope you 
will feel it was worth the wait. We had a fantastic response 
and I would like to thank all the contributors who have gone 
the extra mile to give us a full 28 pages. 
 

In these strange times it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
keep up with the latest directives from No 10 . You will be 
able to have a pint but not sing a hymn! But even that might 
quite as simple as it sounds. See page 25 
 

Personally I have become quite adapted to lockdown and I am 
a little reluctant to go to far to quickly. At least I have been 
fishing a couple of time in the last week. The only problem   
 is the message seems to have got through to the fish and they 
are in lock down, well hidden in the weed that has rapidly 
taken over the canal with the lack of boats.  
 

We have some controversy over two different items which 
could not be further apart.  Everyone is entitled to their 
opinion and we support their right to be heard providing they 
keep within the bounds of reasonable objection.  
 
Please read the Parish Council traffic proposals on page 14  
and make your views known by completing the questionnaire.  
 
Enjoy the magazine and   STAY ALERT. 

Editor this month: Colin Moore 

 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 
and Colin Moore. 

 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  
Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07444 747010 
email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com 

Team organiser 
Jean Fox    01442 825846 

 

Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk 

 

You can always find a copy of the magazine 
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever 
you are. 

OUR apologies if we did not post information in the previous 
issues of this magazine – there was a miscommunication 
which has now been sorted out. 

From 15th June, we hope to have had the churches open for 
individual prayer, and funerals in church are possible.  There 
are still restrictions on numbers, and social distancing is of 
course to be maintained.  It is also recommended that 
churches have a person present when open, and there are 
strict guidelines for regular cleaning, so the opening will be 
restricted.  But it is still good news! 

At the time of going to press, St Cross Church, Wilstone, will 
be open on Tuesday mornings from 10.30 until 12.30; All 
Saints, Long Marston, will be open from 3.00 until 5.00 on 
Wednesdays; and we hope that St Mary’s, Puttenham will be 
open on Sunday afternoons.  Please check on our website – 
tringteamparish.org.uk – or do ring us on 01442 822170 to 
confirm those details are still correct. 

Services – please look at our website! 

We pre-record and put them on the website so there is no 
restriction on when you can watch them. 

Sundays – Morning Prayer (readings, sermon, prayers & 
hymn) 
 Worship for All (more suitable for children – songs, 
prayers, and activities) 

Also Compline – a contemplative evening prayer 
and a Book of Common Prayer Matins (traditional language) 
– audio recording. 

If you do not have internet access, we can also post/deliver 
weekly printed prayers -please get in touch if you would like 
those. 

We have also tried some Zoom services, so let us know if you 
are interested in those. 

But please keep looking at our website, as updates and 
changes will be posted there, and it is also possible to donate 
online. 

There is a possibility that churches will be open for services 
from July, but there will be restrictions – so we will keep in 
touch.  It might be that we do not open all our churches at 
once as some of our ministers are in the vulnerable category, 
and our curate, Sarah, has been furloughed.   

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Jane, Huw & Michelle 
Tring Team Parish 

Our Churches 
St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 
All Saints Long Marston 
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Diary Dates.. 
Friday 12 June 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s) 
Sunday 14 June 
Puttenham’s summer exhibition (Friends of Putt. Church) 
Friday 31 July 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s) 
Saturday 1 August 
Our Stall at the Horti Show in Long Marston 
Saturday 5 September 
Jumble Sale (Friends of  Puttenham Church) 
Friday 9 October 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Saturday 31 October  
October Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Saturday 28 November  
A concert (to be confirmed) 
 

What’s on and what’s not on 

 

Would you like deliveries? 
 

All of these outlets will deliver   

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all 

sorts - 01442 825667 or email 

fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com   

Mead’s Farm Shop deliver  for  over  70's and 

vulnerable, pet foods 

info@pemeadandsons.co.uk  

 Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta 

and rice www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489 

 Mark Wheeler – Milkman – milk eggs bread etc - 

07850 329560 

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc 

– 07842 426793 

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver  with 15%  off 

using NIGHTIN20· - https://www.cookfood.net           

Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg                    

Call Vanessa 07921 172642 

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover  - for 

awesome cheeses· & deli www.2pondstreet.com 

01296-585022   

Wild & Game - delicious! https://

www.wildandgame.co.uk  

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://

www.donaldrussell.com 

 
Community Shop Wilstone  

NEW OPENING HOURS 
        

  Monday to Sunday:  9.00am to 12.00 
See page 21 for full details and restrictions 

Victory Hall - Long Marston 
Although the hall has been ‘dark’ during the lock down we 
will be taking provisional bookings from September onwards 
and, as the social distancing rules are gradually eased, we 
look forward to welcoming old friends and new. 
 
Facilities include a large hall with stage and lighting r ig 
available for hire. There is a fully equipped kitchen as well as 
tables and chairs. 
 
The ideal venue for  societies, clubs, informal groups, par -
ties and live music. 
For details and availability please contact Gillie Mann:  
gilliemann@gmail.com   

MILLENNIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION   
Registered Charity No. 1077157 

 

Are you hoping to go to University or College in 
2021, but are concerned that financial resources 
might not match up to the requirements? Are you 
under the age of 22? Have you lived in Aldbury, 
Long Marston, Marsworth, Pitstone, Puttenham, 
Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone for at least three 

years? 
 

To see if you would be eligible for a grant, apply to 
Tring Charities’ Millennium Education Foundation 

for information and an application form. 
Website details: www.tringcharities.co.uk/

education 
Telephone: Elaine Winter, Secretary to the Trustees 

01442 827913 
Email: info@tringcharities.co.uk 

Please note that the closing date is 15 November 
2020 to lodge a completed application for grants 

payable from Autumn 2021. 
            

Please be aware that times quoted in some of the 
regular adverts may not be relevant at the 
current  time . It is always  worthwhile 
telephoning such as pubs, jazzercize etc. 
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Patio party paves the way 
 

EARLIER this year, Wilstone Village Hall received a health 
and safety report which reported that the paving slabs to the 
rear of the hall had become a high risk trip hazard.  Grass and 
weeds and grown up between the slabs making them even 
more uneven than they were originally.  

The lockdown has prevented the hall from earning any 
income since March, so to be prudent the committee were 
reluctant to spend the considerable sums required to repair 
the patio. So some willing volunteers, bribed with suitable 

refreshments, provided a DIY solution to the problem.   

Wilstone residents Keith Fox, Paul Turner, Marcus Postings, 
John Taylor, Colin Reedman, Paul Lovis, Mark Simmons and 
Peter Walker are pictured here demonstrating social 
distancing, whilst slaking their thirst. 

The Hall Committee would like to thank them all for their 
considerable efforts, and would like to know who is going to 
pay for the beer. 

Wilstone Village Hall 
AGM, virtually. 
 

The Hall’s annual general meeting took place on May 20th, 
and given the lockdown, it had to be held by via Zoom. 
Whilst the meeting was open to all, no non-committee 
members joined, so the purpose of this article is to tell you 
that the agenda and meeting minutes are available for you to 
see at http://wilstone.org/hall/committee/  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please email them 
to the Chairman, Peter Walker, at lkersandbrook@gmail.com 

Wilstone Village Hall 
planning for re-opening 
 

THE Hall Committee has had to follow strict instructions 
from Dacorum Council with regard to maintaining hall 
closure during the pandemic. Ahead of when the Hall may 
reopen, we have received helpful advice and guidelines on 
what needs to be done to keep hall users safe in the future and 
what we advice we need to give them. 
What is clear is that it is not going to be easy to implement 
but we have now started the planning process and are 
consulting with previous hirers. 
What we have to deal with is: 

 a limitation of 25% of our usual seated capacity, so around 
25 to 30 people. Sadly that rules out film nights and other 
social events and parties, at least for the time being or until 
we are notified otherwise. 

  The hall has to be cleaned before and after every event, for 
which we have to allow adequate time between events. That 
may result in fewer events, and apart from the simple 
inconvenience  of it all, there is also a cost implication.  

 There will be a cleaning regime which takes into account 
floor cleaning (where people have been sitting or 
exercising), obviously toilets and all door handles, door 
frames, shelves and windowsills,  and the kitchen if used.  
Every time! 

 We will need to supply cleaning equipment and materials 
and safe disposal of waste, as well as sanitizers. 

Hall users have an important role to play, in that whilst we 
can provide advice and resources, we cannot police what 
users actually do in the hall.  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please email them 
to the Chairman, Peter Walker, at 
walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

.                                                    Solution on page 21   

No 140 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

Secretary Wanted 
 

Wilstone Village Hall requires a Committee Secretary to help 
the Chairman organise meetings (6 per annum), attend the 
meetings, produce minutes and manage communication with 
committee members.  
Word processing and emailing skills essential. 
The pay is non-existent but you will the committee’s eternal 
gratitude. 
 
If you would like to join this vibrant team, please contact the 
Chairman, Peter Walker at: walkersandbrook@gmail.com 
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I USED  to be a jogger. Not a very good one I must admit. 
Three or four rather slow miles at a time was my comfort zone. 
Four times round the fields at the back of my home on Potash 
Lane. Then came the double whammy of old age and that 
scourge of the jogger, knee trouble. But I knew that if I gave 
up jogging completely, with my genes and my weakness for 
sweet things, I would be sure to join the ranks of the clinically 
obese. 

So walking seemed the obvious alternative; after all, Helen 
Shapiro sang many years ago that you could walk back to 
happiness. But somehow it didn’t feel right; walking was for 
wimps and for people with dogs. And it seemed odd to be 
walking round the fields four times when I could be seeing 
more of the world.  

I decided however to give it a try, hoping that no-one would 
see me and knowing that, despite the fields behind Potash lane 
being public footpaths, users are infrequent. In response to a 
recommendation from one of my daughters, I bought some 
headphones, downloaded some ‘marching tunes’ onto my 
Iphone and began to walk as fast as I could.  

The impact was immediate and amazing. The pressure on my 
knees went away and the pain ceased overnight. After the same 
distance of 3 or 4 miles, I was sweating as much as I did when 
running and – this was the clincher – the time taken for the 
same distance was not much more than when running. Age and 
bad knees had reduced my jogging speed almost to walking 
pace. 

I then had a further insight. Now that I was walking, one 
barrier to exploring other routes in the local area was removed. 
Previously I had been afraid to explore the public footpaths 
around Long Marston because of the fear of a broken ankle on 
the uneven surfaces. But when walking the risk is much 
reduced. So I set out to explore the options and first consulted 
the Ordnance Survey map.  

There was good news and bad news when I looked at the map. 
The good news was that there were lots of footpaths between 
Long Marston, Puttenham and Astrope. The bad news was that 
there are so many that they appear as a jumble of red dotted 
lines within a square inch of map, leaving me totally confused. 

I therefore decided that the best option was to strike out on my 
own, knowing that the footpath to Puttenham Church was 
relatively easy to find. My wife, knowing my sense of direction 
from many years of bad experiences, saw me off with 
instructions – left through the gate, look for the path to the 
right through the Fox Covet, see the Church, head straight for 
it.  

I found the Church without problem and considered walking 
back along the road but this was a Winter afternoon and it was 
beginning to get dark. I considered looking for the other 
footpaths to take me back to Long Marston but thought that 
this should be left to another day. So I decided to head back the 
way I came. 

Unfortunately this was the point where my sense of direction 
let me down. I headed for the wrong gate on leaving the 
Church and, listening to my wonderful marching tunes, didn’t 
realize for some time that, in the increasing darkness, I had 
failed to find the Fox Covet. To my surprise, I saw a building 
ahead and found that I was joining a road on the outskirts of 
Aston Clinton! Knowing that I would get lost if I tried to 
return, I made an embarrassed phone call to my wife asking her 
to drive out and rescue me. 

On my wife’s instructions, I made sure that my next walk was 

earlier in the day and, after a few experiments, I found the 
perfect circular walk; down to the Church, across the fields, 
pass by the barn conversions, find the path parallel to the road, 
across the fields to Long Marston, exit by the side of the 
school, through the village and home; about 4 miles, just 
perfect. 

After a few months of enjoying this round trip, two problems 
arose. First of all, Cows!. Never the bravest, I refused to accept 
the reassurances that there is minimal danger. Also the 
presence of cows seemed completely random; here today gone 
tomorrow was the pattern. So I devised an alternative walk; 
keep to the left of the Fox Covet and go straight into the 
‘cowless’ ploughed field which has a footpath on the outside.  

Then came Covid 19. There was now a need to avoid narrow 
paths because of the risk of meeting other walkers and getting 
into a 2 metre Mexican stand-off. In addition to avoiding cows, 
the ploughed field allows you to avoid such a clash by veering 
onto the ploughed bit, even if this is at the risk of yet another 
broken ankle!  

So now my 4 mile walk is more like 3 miles and as I make my 
way across my chosen route, I often think how lucky residents 
of Long Marston, Astrope and Puttenham are to have such 
pleasant public footpaths with so many options within walking 
distance. Yet this leads me on to a puzzle. Why, on most days, 
do I never see a soul except when walking through the village? 
Where has every one been going during the lockdown for their 
permitted one hour of exercise? Where do all the dog walkers 
go? Are there other footpaths and routes in the area that I 
should be using in my walk back to happiness? Maybe other 
villagers will enlighten me. 

Walking back to Happiness                           by Alan Turner 

My Heart is Missing Yours 
by Liz Young 

VISTORS have not been allowed at hospitals during 
lockdown so I was not able to see my husband after he had a 
bad fall. Following surgery to replace his artificial hip he 
needed to be in Intensive Care. This was obviously very 
worrying for me but the team were wonderful at phoning me 
with a daily update on his condition. I was particularly 
touched by the package they sent me containing a red felt 
heart with the message: 

My Heart is Missing Yours 

We know it’s hard to be away from someone you hold dear 

But we promise you they’re in good hands until you can be 
here 

Take this heart and keep it close, it’s the half a matching pair 

Your loved one has its heart shaped twin to remind them that 
you’re there 

The covering letter explained the hearts were made by local 
volunteers. ‘We hope that this may bring you some comfort 
in any difficult days ahead and when your loved one returns 
to you, your hearts will be together again. 

Kenneth is now on the mend and I cannot thank Stoke 
Mandeville IC staff enough for their dedicated care. Also for 
the heart which was such a charming gesture. 
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TRING BASED—FAMILY RUN 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 

 Power sweeping Using the Latest 
Technology 

 Wood-Burning & Multi-Fuel Stoves 
Supplied & Fitted 

 Cowls& Chimney Pots Fitted 

 Safety Inspections 

 Certificates Issued for House 
Insurance Purposes 

CHILTERN 
CHIMNEYS 

 

01442 890041 

07921 847317 
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The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   

 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  
12 noon to 4pm 

 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

THE Honeysuckle family includes some surprising other 

plants; Elder, Guelder Rose and Wayfarer tree. The 

Common Honeysuckle (Lonicera Periclymenum) is also 

known as Woodbine, though there are many other 

varieties around the world, some of which have been 

introduced and have proved invasive. Honeysuckle is 

important to wildlife; the flowers are rich in nectar and 

represent the sole food supply for rare butterflies like 

the White Admiral. The scent of the flowers is strongest 

at night and attracts pollinating moths. Birds like 

thrushes and bullfinches eat the ripe berries, and 
dormice build their nests with Honeysuckle bark, and 

eat the flowers for energy. 

 

In the past, a decoction of the leaves has been used to 

remove obstructions of the liver and spleen, and as a 

gargle for sore throats, though it is strongly diuretic! A 

poultice made with the flowers and seeds was believed 

to cure hard swellings and imposthumes. Honeysuckle 

preparations were used to treat dysentery, swine flu and 

swelling of the brain, as well as for birth control. The 

plant was grown around the door to bring good luck and 

keep out evil spirits, though young ladies in Victorian 

times were not permitted to bring the flowers into the 

house as it was thought to cause “suggestive dreams!” 

Honeysuckle always climbs by twisting round the stem 

and branches of its host tree in a clockwise direction. As 

the branch grows, the honeysuckle restricts it, and this 

can result in wonderful spirals which are highly valued 

for making walking sticks. 

Honeysuckle                                                            by Martin Winship 

Spirals creatied in the host tree by Honeysuckle 

You can always find a copy of the magazine 
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever 
you are. 
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The Flags Are Still Cracking!                                            

by  Martin Winship 
 

AS a keen vexilologist 
(flags) I used to sub-
mit lists of the flags I 
would be flying each 
month, to the Village 
News, which pub-
lished them under the 
title of “Cracking 
Flags”. These lists 
appeared from Sep-
tember 2015 until Oc-
tober 2018, when I decided enough was enough. After all, 
strange as it may seem, not everyone might share my enthusi-
asm! In a note which accompanied the final list, I reported 
that as my flags now numbered about 240 and my collection 
was “just about complete” there was little point in continuing 
with “Cracking Flags”. I mentioned that “I hoped to discover 
new flags to fill some of the remaining blank days”. 

Well, the collection has continued to grow, and at the time of 
writing stands at 325! There are still 48 days which do not 
have a flag; this apparent discrepancy is caused by some flags 
never being flown (e.g. MG, Convoy for Heroes), some only 
occasionally (e.g. Olympics), and some which for one reason 
or another clash with other flags.  

The new flags are of various kinds; of countries (e.g. Mercia 
22/6) or states (e.g. Nunavut [Canada] 9/7, Mato Grosso 
[Brazil] 8/10), Home Made (e.g. Biggles 5/2, Leap Year 29/2, 
International Pi Day 14/3). Some are quite esoteric (e.g. 
Charles Darwin Day 12/2, Cannabis Day 20/4, World Theatre 
Day 27/3). There are more flags to come to fly on even more 
currently blank days – for example Sausage (UK National 
Sausage Day 5/1), Scientology 13/3, Cats 8/8, and Brazil 
Distrito Federal 26/8. 

Another development has been me becoming MFI. Nothing 
to do with a defunct furniture store – I am now a Member of 
the Flag Institute and receive a regular (and I find absorbing) 
flag magazine. Vexilology is a great hobby, and I am im-
mensely pleased that children at Long Marston school, who 
can see my flagpole from their classroom, are very interested 
in the many and varied flags which fly during the course of 
the year. (The best vantage point is in front of the Victory 
Hall; look to the left of the school opposite). 

 

Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
Your Parish Councillors are:     

Steven Godwin(Chairman)       07487852830 

smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Nigel Fox     01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  

Doug Chalmers          07885 962818 

Mary Davis           075160344248 

Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Jean Fox  01442 825846 

jeanannefox@yahoo.com 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Chloe Collins    07516 344248  

clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

Stall on the Wall    By John Evans             
THE SAD  absence of our Village Fete meant that our usual 

plant stall could not go ahead. Ruth Patterson, the Secretary 

of the Wilstone Allotment Association, and I have 

traditionally grown extra plants specifically for the stall, and 

kind villagers donated plants to boost our stock. Earlier this 

year Ruth suggested that we might consider an alternative 

unmanned stall to raise funds for the ‘Save our Community 

Shop’ fund. We initially considered setting it up outside of 

the shop itself, possibly in front of the antique shop if 

permission was given, asking for donations to be posted in 

the shop post box on the wall. Not wanting to put extra 

pressure and increased risk on the shop, and fearing it would 

impact on the shop’s socially distanced queue, we opted for a 

length of timber on our front wall. We have been amazed at 

people’s generosity in donating, and the constant supply of 

wonderful plants from villagers and beyond. Ruth managed 

to source plants from friends and acquaintances far and wide 

which made a considerable contribution to the results. The 

‘sales’ have stayed vibrant for many more weeks than we had 

envisaged and we can only reiterate our gratitude to everyone 

who donated and contributed. We had initially decided to 

stand it down on June 13th having reached an impressive 

unexpected total of:- 

£1,412.60 

However, considering the continued interest, and the 

promises of an ongoing supply of plants, albeit reduced 

quantities, and possibly some produce. We have decided to 

try a ‘mini’ version of the stall on one section of the wall. 

Please have a look from time to time, if there is anything that 

takes your fancy, please put a small donation in the box for 

the ‘Save our Community Shop’ fund.  

We could not have done it without the enthusiastic support, 

of everyone in our village and beyond. Many Thanks. 

Footnote 

On a different matter, on behalf of everyone who has 

benefited from their kindness, our gratitude goes to Jill & 

Peter Walker who have continued to collect and deliver 

everybody’s prescriptions around the village during this 

uncertain time. For those of us required to isolate, their help 

has literally been a lifeline. Many Thanks.  
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Behind the Scenes in the Strangest of Times  

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Tel: 01442 891167 

Keen to find out how the shop has been managing over 

the last few months, I met up with Shop Manager, Ali 

Driver and conducted a socially distant interview with her 

in her beau�ful garden. 

What has been your most important aim during the 

Coronavirus pandemic? 

For our customers to feel safe to shop with us and our 

volunteers to feel safe to work.  This has been at the heart 

of everything.  It was very important to me to stay open 

as long as we had volunteers and stock to do so. 

How has the Shop changed? 

Every single way in which we work has changed.   The key 

has been flexibility, listening to the latest guidelines and 

not being afraid to adapt on a daily basis.  We have had 

weekly Zoom mee�ngs of the Management Commi*ee to 

agree new ini�a�ves as the situa�on changes. 

 The first thing to look at was staffing and to keep 

everyone safe.  Tightening teams and making them the 

smallest we could, which meant reducing our opening 

hours and sourcing masks for staff. We moved jobs that 

could be done out of opening hours, like shelf-stacking, 

cleaning and cashing up to later in the day to reduce 

contact. Other measures like always having the door open 

for maximum air flow and only allowing customers to 

come in one at a �me and to buy only one of the most 

limited items were introduced early on.  We stopped 

newspaper deliveries at first because our delivery man 

was over 70, but soon we had volunteers come forward 

and managed to resume deliveries which helped to 

reduce foo2all into the shop. 

What has been your biggest challenge? 

Stock and being completely frozen out of our normal 

supply chains. About three weeks before lockdown our 

normal delivery reduced by about 30% just as demand for 

key items started to grow.  So, as well as shopping from 

everywhere we could, we also began working with Meads 

and trying to find other suppliers.  Waterdene have been 

a brilliant new contact and we had support from KLS, a 

local cleaning supplies company and Tring M&S. Mike 

gave us extra space to store deliveries and we have been 

very grateful to Prudens Bakers and Wells Dairy who have 

delivered throughout.  People might think that things 

eased up a:er those first 4 weeks, but it didn’t change for 

us, the supply chain con�nued to be challenging. Random 

things we haven’t been able to get even up to now are 

Branston pickle and Marmite, although I have to say that 

we have more of a range of stock now than ever before, 

allowing our customers to get more of what they need in 

a single shop. 

What has been the reac�on from the community? 

Our customers have been really suppor�ve, hopefully you 

won’t have realised quite how hard we’ve worked behind 

the scenes!  We’ve tried to be cheery and posi�ve at all 

�mes and be a stable factor in such unstable �mes.  It’s 

been wonderful to see how the young people of the 

village have really stepped up, delivering the newspapers, 

working regular shi:s and taking over the cleaning. 

 We are also thankful to all those people who offered 

help, but actually the logis�cs meant that we couldn’t 

u�lise a lot of the offers because we had to keep the 

teams as �ght as possible.  I’m amazed to say that we 

haven’t had a single person pull out of a shi: in the past 

12 weeks– not one. 

What is the road map for the future?   

We’ve started to talk about how we can maybe extend 

our hours again, we obviously have to look at who might 

be willing to come back and make sure we can fill the rota 

as some of our young people go off to university.  Some of 

our new suppliers and stock we will s�ck with, as the 

extended range has been popular. 

 If the situa�on has proved anything it’s how important 

the shop is to the community.  Our focus will soon shi: 

back to fundraising so we can maintain our shop, so if you 

need a face mask, we are now stocking homemade ones 

made by the Woollies! 

Supported by The Wilstone  Community Shop 
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The last witch hunt or Ruth Osborne revived 
Chapter 2    John Butterworth takes on an Alehouse                       by John Noakes                  

FIVE  years have 

rolled by and John 

Butterworth had given 

up his farm owing to 

poor health and his 

animals being sick. 

He had now become 

the landlord of an 

alehouse in 

Gubblecote. It was a 

rather run down place; 

a dive or perhaps one 

should say, a 

diverticulum of ill 

repute. It was 

frequented by a 

number of his friends 

many of whom were 

drunkards and 

layabouts and had a 

bigoted, suspicious 

outlook on life. 

One particular night 

John was pressed by his friends as to why he had given up his 

farm. “Well”, he said, “it must be five years ago, just after the 

Scottish Rebellion was put down in 45, that I started to get a 

return of strange drop attacks. All my life I have been in good 

health apart from a few turns in my early years. These came 

back to haunt me and you can’t cope with animals if you get 

these drop attacks.” 

“You had a fine herd of cattle and mighty good hogs so what 

happened to them?” asked one of his drinking friends. 

“You .may well ask. All the animals became ill at that time 

and nobody would touch them. My livelihood came down 

upon my ears. Some say it could be witchcraft” John replied. 

Another drinker piped up.” How come John? That sounds a 

lot of nonsense. Do you hear that fellers, John thinks all his 

troubles are due to witchcraft?”  

Another called out,” Well, I’ve had heaps of trouble this week 

so there must be a mighty lot of witches on the prowl if we 

are going to believe you, John” 

At this his friends, who were becoming a drunken rabble, 

started laughing and chanting. “Witches don’t prowl, they fly 

around on broomsticks. What do your witches do John, do the 

fly or prowl?” They burst into chanting again.” When the 

night wind howls in the chimney cowls do witches fly or 

prowl? Come on John you can’t be serious” 

A serious drinker, Thomas Colley, called out. ”I’ve been a 

chimney sweep for years and after a few drops at Halloween I 

find I am sweeping witches out of the flues.” So they all flew 

(flue) away and went buzzing around on their broomsticks 

attacking John’s cattle and knocking him over” shouted 

another, called Red 

Beard. “No wonder he 

has drop attacks, like 

as not the drops came 

out of a bottle and 

mighty big drops too. 

You’ll soon be seeing 

pigs flying, John. Aye 

most likely on 

broomsticks too!” 

At this point John 

became very angry, 

“This is not funny, and 

none of you know what 

I’ve been through.”  

The rabble then called 

out “Come on have a 

sense of humour, when 

did you last set eyes on 

a witch?” 

John, now tried to calm 

down and explain his fears to his customers. “Well maybe 

you’ll believe me or maybe you won’t but I don’t much care. 

It was like this. Several years back an old woman visited my 

farm with her husband begging for buttermilk. What a sauce, 

I scarcely had enough for my hogs let alone for myself. When 

I wouldn’t give her any she cursed me and my farm. Ruth 

Osborne was her name and it was since that time that all these 

woes befell me”. 

“John” they all called out, Ruth Osborne is a strange mad old 

woman but that doesn’t make her a witch. Let’s have some 

ale and get merry and maybe we can find some witches for 

you. Perhaps Thomas Colley can sweep some out of your 

chimney? 

At their laughter John became angry again, went pale and fell 

to the floor, twitching, foaming at the mouth and making 

crowing noises. His drunken friends called out, “John, what’s 

the matter, are you fooling”? Have you had too much ale? 

What’s happening ? Looks as though he has been possessed. 

What was he saying about Ruth Osborne putting a curse on 

him and the farm. Could he all along be right about 

witchcraft? Some of these old folk were in sympathy with the 

Young Pretender. She could well be a witch and this be a 

result of a curse! 

“He is coming round but look at his eyes, they’re staring but 

not seeing. It’s awful; he needs help but first let ‘s get him to 

his room” Some of his mates took him upstairs, the others 

talked about what they should do. What help could they 

offer? They were all confused and frightened too. 

Next time the decision is made to duck poor Ruth  after 

consulting a white witch from Northampton 
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Highways Bulletin 7               
Traffic calming proposals for the parish   by Peter Bygate                                               
 
In May 2017 the newly elected Parish Council conducted an 
extensive survey of residents to determine their concerns and 
priorities for action. The principal area of concern related to 
the speed and volume of traffic passing through the villages 
with 76% of respondents stating that they ‘strongly agree’ or 
‘agree’ that traffic calming measures were required. 

A further survey in December 2018 asked ‘would traffic 
calming measures/speed restrictions in the villages make you 
feel safer?’ and 89% replied ‘yes’. 

As a result of the 2017 major survey, a Highways Working 
Party was assembled in January 2018 and spent that year 
conducting a thorough review of all traffic-related matters in 
the Parish and in February 2019 submitted its report and 
recommendations to the relevant Hertfordshire and Dacorum 
Councillors.                                                                                       

The original recommendations requested the installation of 
gates and chicanes at certain entry points to the Parish to slow 
incoming traffic, an improvement to road signage, and the 
acquisition of further Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs). 
Progress has been made on the two latter points and had it not 
been for coronavirus it is likely that they would have been 
installed by now. 

But in order ‘to keep the pot simmering’ the Parish Council 
unanimously approved on 1 April 2020 a focussed proposal 
for traffic calming which was forwarded to Herts and 
Darorum Councillors for their evaluation. This strategy was 
outlined in the April edition of Village News, made up of 
three elements and describing the Parish as a single entity 
proposing to: 

        demarcate its boundaries clearly by the installation                            
     of white entry gates 

 establish selected 20mph zones 

 install meaningful raised ‘tables’ or speed bumps.  

Recently we have received supportive comments from Herts 
County Council giving traction to the proposals and further 
work is now required on all three elements. 

To recap:  

Gates have the effect of announcing to car ing and 
thoughtful drivers that they are entering a residential area and 
there is much evidence to show that they are effective at a 
psychological level and do reduce speeds. However, it is a sad 
reality that drivers who are not caring or thoughtful won’t pay 
them any attention. Nevertheless, there is now an intention to 
proceed with the phased installation of gates. 

More controversially 20mph zones, as mentioned in Bulletin 

5, have now appeared in Tring particularly near schools. The 
proposal identifies certain stretches of road particularly 
through Wilstone and past Long Marston School as being 
prime areas within the Parish. Of course, 20mph road signs 
will only be spotted by the aforementioned ‘caring and 
thoughtful’ drivers but there are enough of them to make a 
significant impact. Hertfordshire Constabulary have a role to 
play in their potential demarcation and are keen for them to 
be supplemented by effective speed control measures.  

The reality is that for the speed of vehicles to be reduced 
effectively there has to be some impediment that causes 
drivers to slow down: gates, flashing speed indicators, and 
mph signs are all fine but don’t necessarily do anything to 
reduce speed. The most effective way to reduce speed is to 
give drivers a tangible reason to slow down, but not 
everybody likes to do that. So this has become a key decision 
for residents to make.  

Tables or ‘speed bumps’ are controversial because, 
understandably, nobody wants one outside their home. The 
April proposal submitted to the Local Authorities, therefore, 
deliberately located them sensitively to avoid potential 
nuisance to residents, but any final positioning decisions 
would be determined by Herts CC engineers. (The February 
2019 recommendations also proposed chicanes at certain 
points but these are apparently out of favour with HCC 
Highways). 

However, it is a requirement by Herts CC that residents must 
be asked to approve any proposal for the installation of such 
physical speed deterrents and a short indicative ‘straw poll’ 
tear-off questionnaire is, therefore, attached at the bottom 
of this article. But please note that a majority in favour does 
not necessarily guarantee that Herts CC will undertake the 
work as other priorities and funding have to be taken into 
consideration. Nevertheless, it is a persuasive argument if 
they know that a majority of Parish residents are behind a 
particular initiative. 

All TRPC residents receive the Village News and circulating 
this short questionnaire in the July edition ensures that 
everybody has the opportunity to indicate their preferences, 
in principle, regarding 20mph zones and the installation of 
physical traffic calming measures. (Extra survey forms on 
page 19, residents over 18 and over qualify) 

 

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of 
making our villages safer and more enjoyable places! 
Remember, any concerns you may have can be raised by 
email on tringruraltraffic@gmail.com 

(Copies of this Bulletin have been emailed to the bodies 
responsible for enforcement, namely HCC Highways, HCC 
and Dacorum BC Councillors, Bucks CC, and the Police 
and Crime Commissioner for Herts) 

Cut here   ✂ 
 
TRPC traffic calming measures, indicative survey, July 2020 
 
1. In principle, I support the introduction of 20mph zones in selected areas  YES / NO 
                           Cross out to leave your preference  
2. In principle, I support the installation of physical speed deterrents            YES / NO  
 

 
Please complete before the 31July 2020 and take to Wilstone Community Shop or deliver to ‘Redmays’, 48 Station 
Road, Long Marston, almost opposite the junction with Chapel Lane.  
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Know  your 
editorial 
team 
This month 
Paul Lovis 
 
PAUL started the Village News in its current format in 2003 
when the old Parish magazine ceased, introducing advertising 
and issued free to every household in the parish as opposed to a 
small charge for the church funds for those who wanted to take 
it. He also produced it on the computer so really bringing it into 
the 21st century. 
 
After a while, pressure of work meant that it was handed over 
to Phil Buchi from where it went from strength to strength. 
Eventually Phil handed over some of the editions to others and 
introduced the occasional colour pages as you know it now. 
Paul rejoined the editorial team a couple of years ago to be one 
of the five current editors responsible for 2 of the 10 editions. 
 
Paul was born in Plymouth in 1958 and was the eldest of three 
children. His father was a school  teacher and his mother was 
originally a nurse. He was educated at Sutton High school in 
Plymouth before going on to Southampton university to  study 
chemistry. 
 
Following university he started working in 1984 at Francis 
Coombe school in Watford teaching Maths and Science where 
is now the head of the Maths department. It was here that he 
met Jane who was a French teacher. 

They later married and they have two boys James aged 22 and 
Ben aged 21 who are currently at home.  James has just 
finished a year in Peru and lockdown forced Ben to come back 
early from university.  Eddie is their 9 year old Labrador. 
They moved to Wilstone in 2002 from Watford and live 
opposite the village hall in what used to be an Ale house many 
years ago. The house is still called The Hop Pole to this day. 
They both love the closeness to the village centre, the playing 
fields, the countryside, the canal and the pub! 
 
For holidays they go as a whole family and  love the Greek 
islands and France. Hobbies include reading, keeping fit, 
cycling (Paul is a member of  the Wilstone Wheelies) and 
enjoyed redesigning their back garden which is split into a ‘His 
and Hers’ 
 
He is a member of the Wilstone Village Hall Management 
Committee and can often be seen behind the bar at the film 
nights. 
 
How did things change during lockdown? 
 
Working from home as a teacher and setting on line lessons 
whilst couped up in the house. 
 
Music ? 
Amy Winehouse and Sade. 
 
Favourite TV programme? 
Watching old editions of  “Have I got news for you”. 
 
Favourite tipple? 
Wine and gin– a member of The Craft Gin Club. 
 
What do you look forward to when things get back to 
normal? 
 
Seeing friends in the Half Moon. 

HOW  Wilstone’s community shop is countering covid-19 and is contributing to the 
well-being of the residents of the village. 

With the lockdown, it has become abundantly clear that the role of the shop in 
village life has taken on even more importance than it had before. For people 
isolating at home on their own, an essential visit to the shop, however brief, takes on a great deal of significance. Someone to 
talk to, a familiar face, a local update (i.e. a bit of gossip), a shared experience, are all valuable breaks in the daily routine that 
can brighten the day. And, it could be argued, that by supplying the basic needs of the local villagers, many journeys to the 
supermarkets have been averted, thereby reducing the risk of infection from mixing with people from outside the villages. 
Mention should also be made of Mead’s farm shop that has also stayed open throughout the crisis – how lucky we Wilstonians 
are!  

So, although the future of the shop, understandably, probably won’t have been at the top of your priorities at this time of 
precarious uncertainty, it has become increasingly apparent that we should do all we can to save it and secure it for future 
generations. This situation is not going to continue for ever, so now, more than ever, we need to plan for what we would like to 
happen when the antiques shop comes up for sale next year and, we hope, the covid crisis is over. 

Accordingly, the community shop development committee is continuing its work in trying to secure the shop for the village. Of 
course, it's not realistic pursuing potential benefactors, grants or loans at this time but we are aiming to be ready to get 
negotiations under way again as soon as the circumstances are right and we will update you again as soon as we have more news 
to pass on. 

In the meantime, we would like to pass on the whole-hearted thanks of the village to Ali, Diana and the rest of the team who 
continue volunteering to keep this vital asset going under the most difficult conditions, and this includes providing a fantastic 
free newspaper home delivery service, so please do continue to support them - one at a time in the shop and social distancing in 
the queue outside, please. Thank you. 

The village shop in a time of lockdown              by Chris Owen 
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A dystopian future for Wilstone                         by Norris Cole* 
The notion that Wilstone has a ‘speeding problem’ is one that 

is frankly perceived rather than real.   

TRPC Highways Working Party latest update report (by Peter 

Bygate, see May 2020 Village News) makes for worrying 

reading as TRPC pursues its not-so-stealth policy of village 

urbanisation. 

The Working Party’s initial report (buy several reams of 

paper if you want to print a copy) was transparently designed 

and written by a narrow group of individuals who had pre-

determined the desired outcome and conclusions that would 

be put forward.  If you read the questionnaire that was issued 

the questions are posed in such a way to garner a very 

specific response.  The response TRPC wanted.  “I want the 

truth!”, “You can’t handle the truth”! 

The preposterous measures being proposed will lead to the 

ever-increasing urbanisation of the village landscape for what 

is non- existent problem.  Why not go the whole nine yards 

and ask TFL to extend the Met Line from Chesham, build a 

Station in the middle of village (compulsory purchase order 

of the Half Moon required), ban non-Parish/State approved 

cars altogether, add a few bike shelters for the Wilstone 

Wheelers, add a turning circle for buses by demolishing the 

War Memorial and invest in system of electric trams to link 

all the villages of the Parish.  We might lose a few fields, old 

buildings and dam the canal in the process but who cares.  

You can’t stand in the way of progress.  Right? 

The bucolic heart of the village will be destroyed by hard 

landscaping - indiscreet street furniture/signage, flashing 

speeding signs (SID’s), a cubist-esque mural of painted lines 

along the road, humps, bumps, tables and chicanes etc. 

You have to ask who has actually died?  

Not to mention the downside of many such traffic calming 

measures………. 

Expensive to install and expensive to maintain (one 

imagines some spending will be incurred by TRPC) 

Interference with response times of emergency vehicles 

Reduce property values—prospective homebuyers reject 

homes near speed humps etc  

Increased noise levels 

Increased wear and tear on vehicles – speed humps are a 

source of excessive wear on tires, brakes, suspension 

systems etc  

Increased air pollution— on roads with speed humps, 

carbon monoxide emissions increase by 82 percent, 

carbon dioxide emissions double and nitrogen oxide 

increases by 37 percent. [Source: BBC.com, April 

22, 2009]  

Reduced fuel efficiency and increased gas 

consumption—by forcing drivers to brake and 

accelerate repeatedly, speed humps will cause a car 

* Our local activist Norris returns supported and encouraged 
by his cohort Mark  O’Sullivan. Ed. 

that normally that gets 58.15 mpg travelling at a 

steady 30mph to deliver only 30.85 mpg. [Source: 

BBC.com, April 22, 2009] 

Encourage speeding between calming measures 

This is Wilstone not Willesden.  It’s a typical rural village in 

as much as it doesn’t even have pavements – it never has.  It 

is what it is.  Leave it alone.  I left Willesden for something 

different. 

And don’t forget all the “wonderful” projects TRPC supports 

cost YOU money.  For years not only were you paying - 

though the Parish Council precept - for dog poo bags for dog 

owners who were too tight to buy their own despite being 

DILDO’s (Dual Income Large Dog Owners), but that 

beautiful zip wire installed not that long ago on the recreation 

ground is now going to cost £1400.00 to repair.  The 

maintenance costs are never considered at the time, but 

you’re paying for that zip wire one way or another.  

I worry that TRPC’s dystopian vision is shaping the future of 

the village we live in, and all for the worse... but we ALL 

know they operate at the behest of their puppet masters The 

Russians.  It was they who fixed the Parish election, caused 

Morgan to stand down, caused Brexit, engineered France to 

win the 1998 World Cup, caused the fires to rage in Greece in 

2007, made us drink that last beer, actually wrote Tolkien’s 

Lord Of The Rings, shot Phil Mitchell and invented the 

hamburger. The Councillors will cry “Vladimir made me do 

it! I swear it's true! All will be solved by speed bumps and 

SID’s and then everyone will be issued with a Parish/State 

funded Lada Riva of their own!  It will be a fair and equal 

society with cars that couldn’t speed through the village even 

without the speed humps”. 

So there you have it.  It is ALL the will of the puppet master 

Putin who laughs like a medieval king feasting on a leg of 

wild boar while the proletariat wonder where they will buy 

their bags of Haribo now that Poundland has collapsed.   

Well the proletariat will rise and sing “The Music That 

Nobody Likes”, Wilstone hoi polloi’s equivalent of The Red 

Flag…………… 

Carry on, carry on 
You've got nothing to lose 
You've dirtied your pants 

And you can't afford shoes 
To stand up and fight 

Stand up for your rights 
And dance to the music 

That nobody likes 

 

TRPC……………I don’t like your music.  
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,  or 
is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-

ances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  
please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 



Village News 

JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 
Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small	jobs	a	speciality	

Jo	Woodbridge	

07719	434620			or		01442	891444	

Could you be a News Reporter 
Village News is in great need of  additional reporters to 
cover not only the ever growing number of local events 
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal 
slant on village life. 
 
No previous experience is required and the amount of 
time given would depend purely on individual  
circumstances. 
 
If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on 
01442 826976 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We can offer a delivery/collection service for those 
in the local villages that are isolating  

themselves. 
Minimum order £20 

Orders can be emailed to in-
fo@pemeadandsons.co.uk 

 
Please include your name, address, phone number 

and of course your shopping list. 
 

We will do our best but supplies of some items are 
short. 

We will call you to confirm. 
 

Thank you. 
01442 828478  www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 

 

Hello! If you are self-isolating, we 

can help you 

Coronavirus is contagious. Avoid physical contact 
within 2 metres. 
Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly for 2 
minutes.  
Shopping will be left on your doorstep and we let you 
know it is there. 

 

Name: ………………………………………….. 
 

I live locally in:  Wilstone / Long Marston / Gubblecote / 

Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope  - please circle as appropriate  
 

My phone number is: ………………………………………. 

If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can help 

with: 

Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone Community 
Shop, or if  not available  we will try elsewhere. 
 

Posting mail                                                 

Urgent supplies                                                                      

A friendly phone call from someone in the villages  

 Please get someone to drop this form into the community 
shop, and we will contact you to get to know your needs. 
 

This is a voluntary community service provided by Wilstone 
Community Shop in these difficult times. We will do our  
best to help you, for free.   
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IF the residents of Long Marston had been asked to isolate 
and not travel from their village less than 100 years ago, I 
don't think many lives would have been affected.  
 
In the days before WW2 we had quite a selection of useful 
shops along the main street. Attached to the Rose and 
Crown pub on the bend near the church was a butcher's 
shop, and opposite this a general store. Milk could be 
bought at John Chapman's farm down Chapel Lane, and in 
the row of cottages by the crossroads a sweet shop could 
be found. Up Cheddington Lane there was a bakery with 
shop, and another butcher's shop. Shoes could be mended 
by the local cobbler who worked from a shed nearby. 
Beyond the crossroads in Wheeler's Yard there was 
another sweet shop and post office. 
 
Any DIY problems could be sorted out by the village 
carpenter who had his workshop next to the general store, 
and there was a chimney sweep working from a cottage 
beyond Central Farm. A builder's yard was on the land 
now occupied by Ravens Court. 
 

Long Marston past and present                           by Maggy Winship 

Joby Green had a haircutting service near the 
crossroads and another barber was in business up 
Cheddington Lane. Where Forge Cottages now stand 
there was a garage. Bethels garage also had a forge and 
besides dispensing petrol they had a taxi service. 
 
Another forge was situated along Station Road in what is 
now Plough Cottage. 
 
After a hard day's work there was a choice of four pubs 
to take refreshment. Our present pub, the Queen's Head, 
with the White Hart as a close neighbour, and at the 
other end of the village the Rose and Crown and the 
Boot. 
 
With the coming of better transport and bus services the 
village facilities have dwindled over the years but it is 
rather nice to think of our village street bustling with 
people passing the time of day with each other as they 
did their daily shopping. 

THE recent lockdown has meant lots of changes in our 

daily lives, including missing out on beauty treatments. So 

until therapist and salons return to treatments I have 

compiled some ways to improve your wellbeing at home.  

 

A good starting point is to sort through your beauty 

products and makeup, and checking their expiry dates. 

After they expire some products can lose their efficacy, 

makeup can harbour bacteria leading to skin breakouts. 

Did you know it’s recommended you chuck out your 

mascara every 3 months. Another good task would be to 

clean any tools or makeup brushes. To clean makeup 

brushes swirl them in a cup with warm water and a dollop 

of gentle shampoo, then rinse them under the tap until the 

water runs clear and leave to dry.  

 

A great habit to get into is dry body brushing, which helps 

slough off dead skin cells and increases the circulation in 

the skin. Alternatively you can do a body scrub in the 

shower, you can create your own using brown sugar or 

coffee grounds and combine with coconut oil. For sensitive 

skins blitz oats into a powder in a food processor, and 

combine with the oil. When rinsed and dry apply body 

lotion. 

 

To achieve a pedicure at home, clip and file toenails 

straight across and remove hard skin using a pumice 

stone then apply some moisture cream. For a manicure file 

the nails then use a cuticle pusher or orange wood stick to 

push back excess cuticle, and massage in some hand 

cream, and cuticle oil if you have some.  

 

If you have time you can perform an at home facial, start 

by cleansing the skin and removing with a warm muslin 

cloth to gently exfoliate. Pat the skin dry and apply a toner 

to re-balance the skin. To nourish the skin massage in a 

facial oil using smoothing upwards motions from the neck. 

Finish by applying a suitable moisturiser. 

 

Whether you have been working from home on a laptop, 

are a key worker who has been working hard throughout, 

or a parent who’s taken on the role of teacher, there is 

sure to be some tension being stored somewhere in your 

muscles, particularly the neck and shoulders. To help this 

you can place a golf ball (or similar sized item) on the 

area, apply pressure and use your body weight (lean 

against the wall, or lay on the floor) to gently rock and 

massage away the tension.  

 

I look forward to restrictions being eased so treatments 

can resume, and I can get back to work and see my 

clients. I know there are some knotty shoulders in need of 

my attention. 

DIY lockdown Beauty Treatments                         by Bethany Mead 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 
Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 
Welding -  
Tyres -  
Wheels balanced -  
Batteries -  
Exhausts -  
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servic-
ing  
and repairs  

 
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 
 

ROOFING 
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Cut here   ✂ 
 
TRPC traffic calming measures, indicative survey, July 2020 
 
1. In principle, I support the introduction of 20mph zones in selected areas  YES / NO 
                           Cross out to leave your preference  
2. In principle, I support the installation of physical speed deterrents            YES / NO  
 

 
Please complete before the 31July 2020 and take to Wilstone Community Shop or deliver to ‘Redmays’, 48 Station 
Road, Long Marston, almost opposite the junction with Chapel Lane.  

Cut here   ✂ 
 
TRPC traffic calming measures, indicative survey, July 2020 
 
1. In principle, I support the introduction of 20mph zones in selected areas  YES / NO 
                           Cross out to leave your preference  
2. In principle, I support the installation of physical speed deterrents            YES / NO  
 

 
Please complete before the 31July 2020 and take to Wilstone Community Shop or deliver to ‘Redmays’, 48 Station 
Road, Long Marston, almost opposite the junction with Chapel Lane.  

Extra Traffic survey slips  

confirmed. 
 
The record must be put straight on this important part of 
our local history and fanciful fiction like this article 
should not be allowed to go unchallenged.  It is a 
particular insult to portray the local environment and the 
people that lived there at that time in such a derogatory 
fashion.  Over many centuries, the sheer physical hard 
work of the local inhabitants and their farming abilities 
carved out from semi-marshland the wonderful 
countryside that we see today – a countryside that 
obviously attracted Mr. Noakes when he moved here 
from Harrow twenty-five years ago.  My family were an 
integral part of that process having farmed in the 
Wilstone/Marston area since at least 1520 and I am not 
going to sit back and watch that heritage degraded by 
someone for entertainment purposes.  I have written 
about the true story of the Witch Hunt over the years 
and anyone is quite welcome to contact me if they want 
to find out about details of the true story. 
 
As a footnote, Mr. Noakes has unjustifiably vilified John 
Butterfield (not John Butterworth as he incorrectly calls 
him) in chapter one of his story - John Butterfield was 
the man said to have been cursed by Ruth Osborne.  
The great (x3) granddaughter of John Butterfield still 
lives in the area.  It might interest Mr. Noakes to know 
that the house in which he now lives in Chapel Lane, 
Long Marston was lived in from around 1770 until well 
into the 20

th
 century by Rebecca, the daughter of John 

Butterfield, and her direct descendants, some of whose 
graves are within 20 feet of his house.  Food for 
thought. 
 
Ivor Gregory, Astrope. 

 Letters to the editor.... 
 
With reference to the article in the June edition of the 
Village News entitled ‘The last witch hunt or Ruth 
Osborne revived’ by John Noakes.  I must take issue 
with this trivialisation of an important part of our local 
history. 
 
He asserts that the justification for writing this fiction is 
because… “Her story has been told many times but 
only in a fragmentary way.  Facts, conjectures, myths 
have swirled around so it is unlikely that the full truth will 
never be known and the places where events were said 
to take place cannot be accurately verified.  Having 
researched the limited facts at the Hertfordshire 
Archives I have come to the conclusion that no new 
light is likely to be shone on this story…”   
 
In reality, all the facts are available and proper research 
of local archives can still reveal the definitive document 
that gives all the facts as it did to me when I first found it 
40 years ago.  This is the transcription of the Coroner’s 
Inquest conducted on Thursday 25

th
 April 1751 by 

Samuel Atkinson, Coroner for the County of 
Hertfordshire.  This official legal document, a copy of 
which is in my possession, which took written evidence 
from 25 individuals, defines exactly what took place, 
when and where.  One of the witnesses was my great 
(x6) grandfather, Robert Gregory, a Yeoman and Chief 
Constable of Dacorum who farmed at Wilstone and did 
his best to try and prevent the ducking.  The event had 
been widely publicised at Winslow, Leighton Buzzard 
and Hemel Hempstead and the vast majority of the 
people involved in the ducking did not come from this 
area, as the evidence of witnesses to the Inquest 

It is very common today for us to see or read dramatized versions of events in novels, films on television etc. These  attempt to fill 
in the human interactions and conversation that could have occurred. I accept that not everyone likes this approach but it does 
appeal to many. A recent TV  dramatization had 7 million viewer for its first episode!  No pressure John.   Ed. 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  
Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 
fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
PET SITTERS Since 2000 

 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

    

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 
 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 
Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 
  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 
firststepspreschool@gmail.com 

 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 
HP23 4QS 

 
Tel: 07925185311       

 
Ofsted rated 
Good’                                                                    
December 

2016. 

*Tax-free 
vouchers,  
 
*30Hours and 
County funding 
registered. 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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  From the Vicarage                               WI News             by Maggy Winship 
 

OUR month began with some very clever members of the 
Committee setting up Skype on their phones. This meant that 
a our first meeting since Lockdown could take place. It was 
decided that we would contact our members each week by 
telephone, and email a weekly update to keep everyone in 
touch until we can meet again. 
 

June is our Garden Visit month and we had planned a picnic 
tea in Puttenham Churchyard and a visit to the gardens of 
Church Barn. As this was not possible, Rebecca from Church 
Barn very kindly took photographs of all parts of her 
beautiful garden and sent them to us. She added the names of 
the plants and we could almost imagine we were there! 
 

We also had a very interesting morning at Margaret and John 
Noakes' cottage, arriving in pairs to examine a variety of 
moths which had been caught during the night in their moth 
trap. Most of us have ideas of moths fluttering into our 
houses in the evenings and trying to get them out again as 
quickly as possible, so it was wonderful to see these 
interesting creatures close up. We had time to admire the 
extraordinary markings of moths such as the small elephant 
moth and ermine moth before they woke up and flew away. 
 

We have been lucky enough to have the opportunity to enrol 
in a variety of online courses organised by the WI 
Federations, and we are all managing to keep busy until we 
can resume our normal way of life again. 

What is good about not being in church? 
 

No cleaning of bat and bird mess!  (although there is a bit of 

backlog now we are opening) 

Online services are more flexible – people can watch them at 

a time that suits them, rather than 10am on a Sunday. 

Re-evaluating of what we do because of the very different 

situation.  It has made us think about what is important and 

what matters. 

Meetings are a whole lot shorter on Zoom (other video 

conferencing services are available). 
 

What is not good about not being in church? 
 

Recording from home – getting lighting right, stopping 

myself looking like Margaret Rutherford on screen, finding a 

quiet, tidy space. 

Not being with others for a length of time. 

Not sitting with other people for silent worship – not hearing 

them breath, or stomachs rumble or knees creaking; not 

hearing birds and traffic outside. 

Not singing with others; not saying the Lord’s Prayer with 

other people. 

Not having coffee and biscuits and a natter after a service. 

Knowing that not everyone has access to technology to access 

services.  And for those who do, it can be hard to get used to 

worship in this new way. 

Missing communion, and not knowing when we can next 

share bread and wine together again. 

What is the same? 
 

We worship. 
 

We pray. 
 

We offer it all up to God. 

 

In a zoom meeting with the Bishop, he said one of the most 

valuable lessons he learnt from the church in Africa when he 

spent time there, was that when life is tough, praise God.  So 

we do – we praise God in familiar words and new words; in 

old ways and new ways. 

I hope you are all well, and I hope to see some of you in our 

open churches – no matter what you believe, or don’t believe, 

these buildings are here for you. 

 

Jane. 

Solution No 140 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Hea�ng requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installa�ons, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installa�ons, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installa�ons & design 

 No job too small / Free no obliga�on quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   
 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 
 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 
Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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IT SEEMS a long time since we first met to talk about the 
plans for Victory Hall in November  2018, but then at the 
moment, it seems a long time since breakfast some days...  
  
It feels appropriate with lockdown easing that we update on 
the progress that has been made since then.  
  
To recap, the back of the Victory hall is in a bad way.  The 
committee have taken advice and have received quotes in the 
region of £100,000 to make a ‘simple’ repair. The general  
consensus of the committee was that if that much money 
were to be spent, it would make sense to look at the options 
and costs for improving the hall in a more general way.  
  
Initial plans were drawn up and later shared at the meeting in 
November 2018.  The central idea is to try and create a more 
flexible facility where we can take bookings for more than 
one function at a time, provide specific facilities for, for 
example pre-school and drama groups whilst retaining the 
blank canvas 'usability’ of our hall.  Eighteen months have 
passed since then and the suggestions are still flowing, I 
suspect that our architect is amused by our 'could we just….’ 
questions, and we have a set of plans that  
cover a variety of options.  
  
Then Coronavirus arrived. In typical village fashion, the 

opportunity to tackle the jobs that needed an empty hall for a 
longer than usual period of time, were quickly identified and  
completed (the floor has had THREE, yes THREE, coats of 
varnish). Volunteers have been in (thank you Jon Driver) and 
made some wonderful repairs to the stage so you can see that 
the committee never really sits still.    
  
The next steps are to arrange meetings to show the new plans 
and to gather your feedback and then to set about fundraising 
for the project.  This is going to take a while, we know that 
we will need in excess of £300,000.  We have been looking 
at grants and once we are able to re-open the hall, we will 
begin work on a programme of fundraising events.    
  
We will be looking at making better use of technology and 
social media, gift aid and also asking for donations via 
corporate ‘matched funding’ schemes. We’d be grateful if 
you would like to organise an event of your own - we don’t 
mind sharing with other good causes….  
  
For information about hiring the hall, please contact Gillie 
Mann, details in the mag, for fundraising information, please 
contact Liz Ayling lizayling@icloud.com   
  
Thank you  

Victory Hall Update                                                     by Liz Ayling  

I don’t have the time …!                                           by Sally Smith 

HOW many of us have said this, I wonder?   
 
I know that I used to say it on an almost daily basis – usually 
when trying to argue that my nearest and dearest would have 
to make dinner or put the washing on, because I was either at 
work, chasing around after them or heading off to a meeting 
about one thing or another!  At this time of year, I would 
usually be up to my neck in arrangements for the Long 
Marston Village Show which, like so many things, will not 
be taking place this year.   
 

Funnily enough, so far this year I’ve had plenty of time on 
my hands which has meant that those five words have 
scarcely crossed my lips.  I have managed to do two ‘deep’ 
spring cleans, kept on top of laundry, bills, meals and 
homework and have supervised the removal of the climbing 
frame, the delivery of assorted landscaping materials and the 
creation of two vegetable beds.  I’ve made 26.2m of bunting, 
finished 3 cross-stitches, begun learning Spanish, participated 
in 10 weekly family ‘zoom’ quizzes (winning on two 
occasions), knitted a summer shawl for a friend and made 
cushions for the outdoor seating area that co-ordinate with 
the bunting. 
 

I have been able to slow down and watch the crops grow; 
I’ve seen the rapeseed plants struggle against the hungry 
starlings, grow yellow under the Spring sun and nourish their 
precious seeds.  I’ve gazed at the canal bed and seen tiny 
shoals of fish darting furtively in the shallows; and I’ve 
stopped to watch the red kites soaring high in the sky above 
as they hunt for their next meal. 
 

I know life won’t always be like this and part of me yearns 
for the busyness of normality and the tension of planning the 
next Village Show, but another part of me has learnt to 

appreciate the world around me in a way that I never have 
done before.  I hope that I will always remember to take the 
time to stop and marvel at the world around me: the majesty 
of the birds, the quiet splendour of growing crops and the 
wonder of life beginning.   
 

I pray that all those events which haven’t been able to take 
place this year, both national and local, will return next year 
and that July will again include Wimbledon, Silverstone and 
Chilfest but in the meantime, I most definitely DO have the 
time. 
 

If you don’t have the time to make a pud, but need to produce 
one, why not try Eton Mess.  It’s simplicity itself but always 
goes down a treat. 
 
Ingredients: 
450g / 1lb strawberries 
85g / 3oz caster sugar 
2 tsp Kirsch 
6 - 8 small meringue nests 
600ml / 1 pint double cream, 
whipped until thick 
 
Lightly crush the 
strawberries and sprinkle 
with the sugar and Kirsch.  
Cool in a fridge for 2-3 
hours.  
 

Crush the meringues into big 
chunks and fold in with the 
strawberries and whipped 
cream. 
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“The pubs will be open on 4th July but if you can drink at 
home, you should.  If you can’t drink from home you can go 
to the pub but only for essential drinks.  You should stay 2 
metres apart unless you’re pissed then you can move up to 1 
metre so someone can chat you up or hold you up.  Don’t get 
too pissed though as you need to stay alert but if ....” 

This was circulating on the internet, but Guy Campbell 
discovered it was not as simple as all that! 

In fact after reading the 40 page document Abi and Guy were 
still unsure. 

I asked Guy about the pub and his plans. The newly decorated 
Half Moon will open on Saturday 4th July after 114 days of 
enforced closure.  It will be a great day but it’s not as simple 
as you might first think.  There are those pesky mitigations!  
That means that there are a lot of things that need to be 
considered to keep the staff and customers safe from Covid-
19. 

How will the first day be? 

Firstly there will be a one way system - a queue at the front 
and an exit at the back.  Sanitizer stations will be everywhere.  
Initially Guy will orchestrate from the front, allowing only 2 
people in at a time.  The bar will serve 2 people only (one at 

each side of the L shaped bar).  Customers can then order 
their drinks and write down their contact details while waiting 
for their drinks to be put on a sanitised tray.  You may not 
drink in the bar area, but you can take your tray out to the 
garden. 

Several marquees will act as shade or shelter depending on 
the weather and customers can relax, sitting at picnic 
benches.  Customers will be asked to follow the prevailing 
rules, so a family of up to 6 or people from 2 households can 
sit at a bench .  Benches cannot be moved.   

What if I need the loo?  Well, you will have to go round the 
front a queue.  Guy will direct people into the building on a 
simple one in one out system.  The toilets will be cleaned 
more often, perhaps every hour. 

Food will not be served in the first few days until things 
settle.  Staff will be offered masks or visors for protection 

All sounds simple enough!  But what about the future? 

Clearly this plan relies on mild temperatures and when cold 
days arrive ....?  

If there is a second spike it could cause huge problems and 
many small pubs will not be able to stay viable. 

However if the risks continue to drop the inside of the pub 
could open with some mitigations.  But that’s not easy to 
imagine.  The same things that give the Half Moon it’s 
charm; the low ceilings and cosy spaces are also the things 
that make it a challenge in the current situation. 

The government has helped by furloughing several members 
of staff and the pub landlord has helped too.  The rents for 
May to August  have been reduced by half.  The take-away 
service has brought in income, but what Guy and Abi need 
the most is a return to normal trading.  Let’s hope the 4th of 
July is the beginning of that return to normal. 

Cheers! 

Guy and Abi wanted to say a big thank you to all the local 
residence who have supported the take-away business 
through Lockdown. 

Independence Day?                                     by Paul Lovis 
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 
Send your editorial contributions, 
articles, event notices, news and pictures 

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 
case) 
 

Deadline for items to go in the Seoptember  
edition is: Wednesday 19 August 2020 
The editor will be  Paul Lovis 

Thank you … 
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter
 01707 354192 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter                 07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                               07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 
David Severs                 01296 661021 
St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    
Churchwarden  Ken Martin  01442 822894 
St Mary’s Puttenham 
Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 
Churchwarden  Christine Rutter                07514 548289 
All Saints Long Marston 
Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Steven Godwin        07487852830 
Email: smgodwin55@gmail.com 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman                 01442 822031 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams                             07925 185311 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Jackie Anwyl                  01296 663810 
Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 
Long Marston School   01296 668386 
Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
Gagan Mohindra MP                              02072 193000 
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 
Sing-Wilstone 
Jo Woodbridge                                            01442 
891444 
Village News 
Colin Moore                                           01442 826976 
Whitchurch Morris Men 
John Bush                                          01296 641382 
Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus                                 01442 828748 
Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short                            01442 823096 

WI 
Pam Edmonds               01296 661370  
Wilstone Community Shop              01442 891167 

 
Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

  Local names and numbers 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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 That crafty artistic moment                                      by Rachel Mead                                                                                                               

HAS  anyone else been doing 
arts and crafts during lock-
down that they wouldn’t nor-
mally do?  I’ve been working 
as normal through lockdown as 
I’m a carer, but Beth’s been at 
home and asked me to show 
her how to use the sewing ma-
chine.  She soon got the hang 
of it and got busy making 
masks.  As the sewing machine 
was out, I thought I’d have a 
little potter about and make 
some pictures from some 

scraps of material.  I love making things and I’d be the first to admit that everything I make looks a tad child like.  The 3 pictures 
I’ve made are all presents for friends and family.  (It’s the thought that counts, I don’t expect them to hang them on the 
wall.)  I’ve made the very basic frames out of a pallet.  I wanted them to look drift wood.  Then I got the paints out and had a go 
at a butterfly.  I find it relaxing, even if I just grab a few minutes here and there to do bits.  
 

 Has anyone else been crafty? 

Painting too. 

Line astern or a race to the front. 
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THOSE of us who have wandered our local footpaths during 
lockdown may have noticed from time to time a black patch 
on the stinging nettles. Closer examination would have 
revealed a tight-knit 
group of caterpillars and 
possibly the traces of a 
partial web. As they 
become fully grown these 
caterpillars begin to 
disperse to live a more 
solitary life and then 
suddenly disappear. A 
huge number will have 
fallen prey to parasitic 
wasps, their black spines 
and jerking behaviour 
when disturbed enough to 
make a bird think twice, 
but insufficient to put-off 
a parasite whose own 
existence depends on 
them.                  

 
The caterpillars eventually wander away to find somewhere 
to pupate, morphing into a chrysalis, and will either develop a 
dark or grey form if a tree trunk or post is selected, or a pale 
yellow or golden form if the underneath of a leaf is chosen. 
Finding a chrysalis in the wild is a rare event, and most 
enthusiasts have failed to do so. 
 
In July the life-cycle is completed when, in its final stage, it 
reappears as 
one of our most 
stunning 
butterflies, the 
Peacock, and 
2020 looks like 
it will be a 
bumper year. 
These adults 
will visit our 
gardens to take 
nectar from a 
wide 
assortment of 

flowers, particularly 
buddleia and later in 
the year Michaelmas 
daisies, amongst many 
others. If the weather 
is mild into the 
autumn the butterfly 
can be sighted even in 
December. 
           
The butterflies that 
hatch in July will live 
for almost twelve 
months, if luck is on 
their side, remaining celibate until the following spring. Their 
winter of 2020/2021 will be endured sheltered away in a 
garden shed, wood pile, or on an ivy-clad tree. With wings 
folded over its body the appearance becomes one of a dark 
dry leaf, completely different to its ‘upperside’ and perfectly 
camouflaged for up to five months of hibernation. Only bad 
luck with a spider, or being stumbled upon by a mouse, will 
prevent the insect from seeing the spring sunshine. But even a 
mouse can be scared away because the butterfly, although 
torpid, is able to flash open its wings to reveal four large eyes 

which may be enough to deter a faint-hearted rodent.  
 
On early warm days in March, sometimes earlier now that the 
climate is changing, the butterfly will venture into the open 
from its hiding place in search, firstly, of sustenance and 
secondly, and its principle objective, a mate. Typically during 
May a female will lay up to 500 eggs in a single clump 
selecting a large, vigorous nettle plant growing in full sun at 
the time of laying, usually around midday. And here the cycle 
starts all over again. 
 
This near-twelve-month existence is also shared by the Small 
Tortoiseshell, Comma, the sulphur-yellow Brimstone and 
most likely by the Red Admiral which is now getting to like 
our warmer winters.  
 
If you’re interested to know what else is flying locally take a 
look at the UK pages on my website www.lepidigi.net  

The Peacock butterfly                                             by Peter Bygate  


