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Wilstone Open Village and Gardens
by our local correspondent
SUNDAY 23 July saw the 2nd Wilstone Open Village and
Gardens event and by the crowds visiting and hopefully
buying could prove to be more successful than the 1st.
With the road closed, all could wander around the maze of
stalls in complete safety. I liked the novelty of signpost to
point everyone in the right direction. As usual the weather
was ideal. The event attracted people of all ages and there was
plenty to see and buy. You didn’t need to go hungry with fish
and chips from the van and barbecued burgers and hot dogs
from the Half Moon. You could sit outside the pub on a straw
bale and enjoy the variety of groups that performed
throughout the afternoon.
Well done Wilstone.

Continued on page 28
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If you go down to the woods today…..…

by Jane Dawson

WELL, on a Wednesday, you may be in for a surprise….….
because that’s the day the Cubs are out and about.
Depending which woods you’re in, you may find they’re laying
tracking signs for another six to follow or they’re preparing the
ground to make a suitable space to light a small fire. If it’s
Ashridge you’re in, then it’s likely the whole pack will be
working together to build a den they can all fit in and have a
drink. It’s all teaching them to work together in a team
whatever size that may be, to give them skills for life ahead,
all whilst having fun.
The light evenings provide an opportunity to visit the Scout
Activity Centre on the A41 at Phasels Wood where last year
they had the chance to not only learn to abseil from the
experts, but also to conquer their own fears. There’s a mixture
of excitement and apprehension but you can see the sense of
achievement when their fellow Cubs encourage them on. For
something easier, this was followed by a session of gokarting. This year the Cubs had competitive fun against each
other on the Aeroball trampolines before mastering balancing
skills on the low ropes course. As a contrast the Cubs have
also spent an evening learning how to make a cup of tea,
change a light bulb or iron their Cub scarf to become the
handy one around the house. They’ve also picked the
blackberries around Wilstone and made them into a smoothie,
learning all about healthy living. Whilst on another occasion
they’ve picked the litter around Wilstone to appreciate the
Community in which they live.
We’ve done cooking indoors but the real favourite is inevitably
cooking outdoors. The tradition in November is trying different
ways of how to light a fire in the barrel and then warming the
marshmallows.
Yum! Another
firm favourite is
the traditional
Cub hike. In the
summer, we
often do a walk
from Wilstone to
Tring – they do
really well, but
the incentive of
finishing at the
chip shop might
have something
to do with it! In
the winter we’ll
do a night hike –
across the fields
with torches and
listening for what
we can hear in
the dark – not a
lot - any wildlife
has long gone
with the noise
and chatter, but Or fighting a fire
there are still
other sounds to hear.
Whilst it was dark last winter the Cubs took a look at outer
space with a spot of stargazing through telescopes. Stars,
planets and of course the moon all became larger than life.
Technology also came into play when they worked for their
digital maker badge. Discovering the binary basis of
computers and understanding stop – go movie making. They
made some successful little films, all good fun.
None of this would be possible without our excellent team of
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How about a bit of abseiling
Leaders who not only give up their time each week, but bring
their enthusiasm to help these youngsters discover adventure
and provide them with skills for life in the future. Come and be
part of this team! We need your help to enable Cubs to
continue and develop within our local community. One of our
Leaders is moving away from the community and another
moving on, so we need two people to join the team. There’s
plenty of support and resources locally and through our
websites. We really do need your help to continue.
If you are interested in helping or your youngster becoming
one of our Cubs or Scouts contact Jane on
1wlmscouts@gmail.com
1st Wilstone and Long Marston Cub Scouts

And of course carting—just some of things Cubs can do.
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Village News
Editor this month: Colin Moore
Editorial Team
Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall
and Colin Moore.
email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:
40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB
Phone: Colin Moore 01442 826976
Distribution Manager
John Taylor 07940 206056
Finance Manager & Treasurer
Keith Fox 01442 825846
Advertising Manager
Amanda Russell 07885 891634
email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com
Team organiser
Jean Fox 01442 825846
This month’s magazine is brim full of items and I cannot
even find space for my regular Sudoku. To fit everything in I
have had to make a few small edits here and there so I
apologize in advance.
For a time, it looked as if the Parish Council may collapse
and we could have found ourselves run by a Dacorum
appointed officer. However, two people have put their names
forward and hopefully will be successfully co-opted to the
council. There are still 2 vacancies. So if you are 18 or over
and would like have a go see page 11 for more details.

Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any of the
services
Sunday 7 July – Third Sunday after Trinity
10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm – Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham
Sunday 14 July – Fourth Sunday after Trinity
10.00am – Holy Communion cw & Baptism at All Saints,
Long Marston
10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone
3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham
6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston
Sunday 21 July – Fifth Sunday after Trinity
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am – Holy Communion cw by extension at St Cross,
Wilstone
3.30pm – Taize at St Mary’s, Puttenham
Tuesday 23 July
10am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone
Sunday 28 July – Sixth Sunday after Trinity
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston
10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone

We have received some really excellent articles this month
supported with some great photographs. I hope you enjoy
them.
We have come to the end of the 100 club lottery for the time
being. There is a blow by blow account of how it all worked
out on page 23. It has made a huge difference to our finances
and I would go as far as to say that it may have saved Village
News. So an equally huge thanks you to all who have had a
flutter.

The next edition will be for September and
the deadline for items for inclusion is:
Wednesday 14 August 2019.
Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!
Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.

Village News

All Saints Long Marston

Read Village News online at:
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News)

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm
Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon.
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What’s on...
Diary Dates..
Wednesday 10 July
Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall
Sunday 14 July
Pitstone Farm Museum Open Day 11 am –5pm
Tuesday 16 July
Needle Felting workshop Wilstone village hall see page 5.
Sunday 21 July
Millhoppers Butterfly Walk
Saturday 3 Aug
Long Marston Show—”Long Marston by sea”
Tuesday6 August
Sock Puppet Workshop Wilstone village hall see page 5.
Friday 30 August.
Cecilia Tea Rooms
Saturday 7 September
Wilstone Fun dog show 1pm—4pm
Wednesday 11 September
Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall
Saturday 5 October
Puttenham Jumble Sale
Wednesday 9 October
Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall
Friday 11 October
Cecilia Tea Rooms
Friday Oct 18
Wilstone Film Night
Saturday 26 October
Puttenham Trust’s October Supper
Wednesday 13 November
Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall
Friday November 15
Wilstone Film Night
Wednesday 11 December
Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall
Friday December 13
Wilstone Film Nights
Friday Jan 17, Feb 21, Mar 20, and Apr 17

Hall Renewal Project
Great news! The consultation process for the Victory Hall
renewal project has been a huge success and has enabled us
to produce a comprehensive design brief. This is now being
sent out to a number of architectural practices in order for
them to produce detailed plans for the hall programme.
However, if there are any villagers who might like to submit
their own design proposals, we would be delighted to hear
from them too. A design pack can be sent on request and all
submissions will need to be received by July 31st.
Please contact Martin Kelly on: martin@lmvh.org
The next stage will be to choose the three best design
proposals which will be presented at a public meeting at the
Victory Hall in September (date and time TBA). This will
enable villagers to share their views on the different design
proposals prior to the winning design proposal being selected.

Village News

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
The August meeting will only take place if needed
Wednesday 7 August Wilstone village hall
Wednesday 4 September Puttenham village hall
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Mentmore Village Fete

Sunday July 21st
Mentmore Village Green
from 1pm - 4pm
bric-a-brac, dog show, BBQ and bar,
Tug of war, vintage cars,
tea and cake
Proceeds to
Epilepsy society and Water Aid
Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm
Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon.
Village News

Contacts:
Stephanie Johnston 07919 562414
Caroline Gates 07761 199520

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society
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Wilstone Village Hall
Changes to the committee.

At the AGM held on May 13th the following Officers were
elected:
Chairman – Peter Walker
Co-Chair – Diana Crapnell
Secretary – Anna Beck
Treasurer – Neil Williams
Bookings Secretary – Tony Short.
Special members remain as before.
Richard Smissen, the outgoing chairman, is to be
congratulated for his eight-year term. His efforts have ensured
that the village hall remains a central focus of the Wilstone
community, and can look forward to a financially secure
future.

Join us at Millhoppers Pasture Butterfly
Reserve, near Wilstone, Sunday 21st July 2019
10:30am-11:00am:The inspection of a moth trap run at
the Reserve during the previous night.
12:30pm-2:30am: Butterfly Walk to visit Butterfly
Conservation’s only reserve in the Herts & Middx area
and see a range of summer butterflies on a site where
20 different species have been recorded. This event is
part of the Big Butterfly Count programme of butterfly
walks .

Village News

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA
HPC Registered
Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For toenail cutting, treatment of corns and
hard skin, advice on diabetic foot care etc.
For a home visit, telephone

07969 741792 or 01296 630189

Long Marston WI Report
by Maggy Winship
OUR June WI meeting is always a Garden Visit, and this year
we braved the unseasonably cool, rainy weather and travelled
by coach to The Manor House, Stevington, Bedfordshire. The
house and gardens are on the site of a mid-12th century
Hospitium, or Pilgrim's Guest House. The Manor House and
four and a half acre garden is now owned by Kathy and Simon
Brown who have spent recent years planning and laying out
this beautiful garden. There was so much to see, but due to
the cold and wet, Simon gave a tour of the gardens nearest to
the house and then we were all invited into the warmth of the
house for an edible flower cookery demonstration. Kathy has
written cookery books on these subjects, which were available
to buy.
Our July meeting is our 65th Birthday Party, and we will be
celebrating with a Sapphire theme. Members from other local
WI’s have been invited and we hope the evening will go with a
swing.
August is our Member's Night, when the members organise a
surprise evening for the Committee. This is always a real treat
for us committee members as it means we just sit back and
enjoy the fun!

Sing Wilstone
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Wilstone, Nr Tring
Contact Jo 01442 891444
Village News
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Wilstone Community Shop
Run by the community, for the community
We aim to serve the Community by:
● Keeping prices fair
● Offering a wide range of goods and services
● Stocking home-made and local produce
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work

Fundraising kicks into gear
The
fundraising
committee
have made a
fantastic start
and planned
some great
activities; We
have
something for
everyone in
our upcoming
fundraising
The logo for fundraising events
events:
Ongoing: Fill a sock—thanks to everyone who
has so generously brought in their filled socks so
far! One person arrived with £81 in change (too
much for any sock!) We have plenty more odd
socks of all sizes, so please pluck one from the
washing line next time you’re in and bring it back
full of spare change.
Sundays 7.30-8.30 Learn to Tango £7 per person,
singles or couples welcome. No experience
needed. Led by Cliff, one of our regular customers
and lover of bread pudding.
Needle Felting Workshop: 16 July 2019, £30 per
person, includes tuition, tea and cake. 9.30-12.00
Sock Puppet Workshop: 6 August 2019 10-12.00
The Village Hall. £10 per child 7+
BBQ and Rounders—August 2019 date tbc.
Village Dog Show—15 September 2019 time tbc.
As more details become available they will be
publicised via posters and our Facebook page.

Update from the Community
Shop Development Programme
Approaches to local businesses for donations have
largely drawn a blank. The key to success in such
matters seems to be to specify exactly what the money
will be used for. Housing associations are showing a
more promising interest in helping out and Dacorum
may be able to step in as a housing authority. A funding
organisation called The Power to Change is also being
investigated.
An individual who has offered to act as an
adviser during the various phases of the property
development has been identified.
A promising meeting has been held with the
architect and Nash estate agent. There are several
design options on the table (flats, cottages, location of
the shop etc.) and decisions will need to be made as to
which delivers the best solution to maximise revenue,
minimise costs and avoid long-term debt for the new
shop if possible.
SOCS, the fund raising group is up and running
(see article opposite) with a long list of ideas and
projects to raise money. Greetings cards, featuring
some of the knitted items made for the textile art
installation in the bus shelter on Open Village Day, are
selling like hot cakes.
The Plunkett Foundation has done a Health
check on the state of our negotiations and we are
pleased to report that we are in good shape. The
Plunkett Representative was also very complimentary
about the shop as it runs presently.
We will soon be starting to build a budget for
the whole project.

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop

Village News
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting
Slim-line Council

that it would be good for as many heavy lorries as possible to
turn up on that day!

This meeting was a fairly low-key affair after the eventful
happenings of last month when public participation produced
some ‘interesting’ exchanges. In fact the new council seemed
much like the old, except for the fact that it is half the size of
the previous one and has a new Chair in Councillor Ward.
The new ‘gang of four’ seemed to work together
harmoniously and business was dealt with swiftly, the
meeting being over in an hour.

During the discussion that led to agreement to replace the
drain on Long Marston Recreation Ground, it was mentioned
that the problem was a ‘French Drain’ which is apparently
primitive compared to other similar products. So much for
entente cordiale!

Before or after?
Early on there was an interesting discussion as to whether the
public participation should be before the meeting or
afterwards. A commendable awareness was shown by
Councillor Fox when he pointed out that, when meetings go
on for over two hours, public attendees may ‘lose the will to
live’ while waiting to make their points. Arguments for both
options were put forward and eventually a compromise was
reached; the public can raise points relating to the agenda
before the meeting but any other issues and any wider debate
must wait till the end.
It was ironical that, after a long discussion on this issue, and
in contrast to last month’s meeting, not a single question was
raised by the public attendees.

When shall we meet?
Before agreeing dates for 2020, there was a discussion on
whether monthly meetings were necessary and whether these
would be better every two months. Special meetings could
still be arranged if an urgent decision was required, though it
was suggested that, in that case, provisional dates would need
to be set aside just in case. There was no consensus until
Councillor Fox came up with the type of compromise that
Westminster politicians could learn from; we should go for a
2-1-2 formation, leading to eight meetings in the year. This
was agreed, along with the continuation of holding meetings
on the first Wednesday of the month.

Not this year
It was agreed that, as no provider has been found and time is
getting short, there will not be a Parish Holiday Club this
year. The matter will be revisited next year, though the issues
of cost and pricing will need to be addressed if it is to be
viable.

Little Gems
As usual the humdrum nature of some of the agenda items
was lightened by a few moments of humour:
Councillor Chalmers stated that he had been too busy to
count lampposts before this meeting but committed to doing
so before next time (it was stated that there are 38 lampposts
so it was not clear why, if this was known, a count was
needed)
Councillor Fox announced that he had finally persuaded a
Dacorum councillor to meet him in Long Marston on 19th
June to discuss traffic problems; he stated, tongue in cheek,
Village News

Troubled Waters
Councillor Chalmers reported that he had met with the
Flooding Working Party and started discussions as to how
best the Council can support their work. He stressed the
complex issues involved in getting things done and the points
he raised emphasized that complexity. He referred to the
importance of ‘Natural Flood Management’, directions of
water flows and the removal of a sluice gate, all of which
were difficult for the lay-person to follow.
Councillor Thirkettle was concerned that, after two years of
work, we were still not sure which way the water is flowing
and we needed to take some short-term actions to show
intent. Councillor Chalmers made the point that short-term
actions are often difficult because of, for example, the legal
rights of land-owners. He agreed however to discuss options
with the Working Party.

Downsizing
It was agreed that, as the downsized council will cause the
Clerk to have a higher workload, her hours will be increased
accordingly.
This decision caused me to consider a wider question.
Though the Council seems to continue to operate well with its
lower size, it is still a mystery to me – and I expect many
others – as to why we suddenly had four resignations, no
election and a reduction of 50% in members. Surely there
must be a long-term loss of effectiveness and representation if
the membership is half the previous size.
It would be helpful therefore to have an explanation of the
reasons why the council has halved in size, how long this is
expected to continue and whether there are plans to recruit
new members. It would be good to be able to report an
answer to these questions following future meetings.
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts
Your Parish Councillors are:
Doug Chalmers
07885 962818
doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Nigel Fox
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk

01296 662922

John Thirkettle
01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Nici Ward
nici.ward@tringrural-pc.co.uk

01296 668818

The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk

07516 344248

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX
The Villages Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman

01442 822031

Parish Council Website:

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/

Parish Council Vacancies – We Need You
You may have noticed we didn't have elections within the
Parish this year this was due to only four candidates standing
which resulted in them automatically being elected. The Parish
Council now has four vacancies to fill.

Selection will be done by co-option,
rather than election. In effect, this
means that the current councillors
choose the new councillors.

We are now looking for enthusiastic team players who can work
within a structured environment to help bring the council's
exciting plans to fruition, conjure ideas to improve local life and
help bring positive changes whilst building a resilient
community.

What we need now are candidates
for the role!

How much time you spend on your duties as a councillor is
largely up to you and will depend on the particular commitments
you take on. Your role within the council will determine how
much time you spend on council duties. Joining a planning
committee, for example, will increase your workload. You will be
expected to attend some council committee meetings, which
are often held in the evening so that councillors can attend after
work. As with most things in life, what you get back will depend
on how much you put in. But remember, the amount of time you
give to it is almost entirely up to you.

Village News

There is a wide ranging and hugely informative website which
gives a good insight into the role of a parish councillor and the
remit within which councils and councillors must operate.
http://askyourcouncil.uk/parish-and-town-councils/
Please consider this role – as long as you are over 18, you
should fit the bill. The eligibility criteria and application forms
can be downloaded from
http://tringrural-pc.co.uk/news/become-a-parishcouncillor/
Note this can only be accessed by typing in the full address as
above or from the TRCP Facebook page.
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LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL
LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)
IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.
For more details and to book, ring
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548

Looking for a Window Cleaner?

Call Nigel on 07775 671611
Or go to my website at
www.nigelbrowne.co.uk



For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements



Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing,
fault finding & repair



Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair



Complete bathroom installations & design



No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out
charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028
E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd
Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery
• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available
01442 876622 • 07884 058795
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Village News
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What’s Going on at College Lake?
SPRING and summer really have come into their own with
lots of flowers, butterflies and dragonflies to be seen. The
orchids are looking fabulous around the reserve, with
common spotted, pyramidal, bee orchids as well as
twayblades in flower.
We held our Dawn Chorus walk on International Dawn
Chorus Day on Sunday 5th May. This is one of my favourite
events of the year, despite the 3.30am alarm. Experiencing
the reserve as the sun rises and the birds begin their morning
ritual of defending territories and attracting mates with their
song is always special. This year we had just under 20
people join us for the walk on a surprisingly chilly morning,
with temperatures hovering around freezing as we began the
walk at 4.30. The first birds we tend to hear as we leave the
visitor centre are the Canada geese, common terns and black
headed gulls out on the islands but as we began our walk the
song birds began to make themselves heard.

Canada goose

photo Village News

Usually blackbirds, song thrush and robin are the first birds
to sing in the mornings as it begins to get light, with others
taking a more relaxed approach. As always we had a
thoroughly enjoyable walk hearing all of the usual birds we
expected to hear including chiffchaff, willow warbler,
whitethroats and lesser whitethroat all singing plus the usual
confusion between blackcap and garden warbler song. The
walk as always is followed by a cooked breakfast in our café.
June always begins with Volunteer Week from 1st to 7th and
is a great opportunity to thank our amazing team of
volunteers, who are vital to every aspect of our work at
College Lake. We organise an evening for our volunteers
which includes a guided walk followed by a chance to
socialise over a BBQ back at the visitor centre. Unfortunately
this year the weather decided not to be so kind to us and we
had some fairly steady rain about 20 minutes into the walk. I
started my walk in our Wildlife Garden, which is looking
fabulous as we get into summer. The garden has its own team
of dedicated volunteers who always ensure a really good
display and give an idea of things you could do in your own
garden to help wildlife. When the rain started we decided to
take cover in our Farming and Wildlife museum while the
worst of the shower came down. We managed to see some of
Village News

by Paul Simmons

the orchids as well as some of the cornfield flowers which
look fabulous in June before heading back in another steady
shower of rain. Despite being wet everyone enjoyed a lovely
BBQ and the chance to have a chat.
As I said our volunteers really are vital to College Lake. If
you are interested in volunteering please do drop in and see
us or look at our website at https://www.bbowt.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteer for details. Our Wildlife Garden is
looking for volunteers, so if you have a few hours free on a
Wednesday morning and have an interest in gardening please
do contact us for details.
Every Wednesday evening in July and August we are open
for our Summer Nights. This year you can book a meal on
one of these evenings via our website, so why not come in
and visit us. Other events coming up include a
Create-a-saurus competition in conjunction with Tring
Museum, a butterfly themed walk at College Lake on Sunday
21st July. A bit further afield as part of the Milton Keynes
Festival of Nature, we have TV wildlife presenter Nick Baker
giving a talk titled Return to Nature at The Venue in Milton
Keynes. There is also a summer flower and butterfly walk at
Aston Clinton Ragpits on Saturday 3rd August. For details of
and to book a place visit our website at
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/events for all our events.
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Problem with your windows?
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771 706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert -

Guarantees on all units fitted.
Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com
Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today!
cleaning service.
Try our window
for more details.
80
47
53
5
87
07
l
Cal

F.R Jeffery & Son
Coal Merchant
Coal, Smokeless Fuel,
Kiln Dried Logs,
& Compost
Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances
Delivered to your door at low prices

T&S TREECARE
TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Telephone: 01296 662167
Village News
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Seaton’s Catering
Established 1990
We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings
and other family events.
Please call to order or discuss your menu.

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk
Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk
“A five star hygiene rating ”

The Queens Head

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

Long Marston

All ovens hob and extractors
Food served

Thursday, Friday 59pm
Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm
Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music

Village News





Professional service
Excellent value and fully insured
Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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Letter to the editor ...
Dear Councillors,
I am writing to you, Cllr Williams' as not only are you my ward
councillor, but also in your role as Leader and to Cllr Griffiths
as I see you hold the Housing portfolio.
My concern is housing in the village of Wilstone. I do not
reside in this village but I have a connection to it and I have
just seen the leading article written by Jane Waterhouse in the
June issue of Village News, a publication covering the whole
of Tring Rural Parish. She writes about her grave concerns
about proposals which seem to threaten the life of the village.
I am sure that the editor of Village News
(editorwlmp@yahoo.com) will gladly provide you both with
copies of Ms Waterhouse's article. As an outsider of the
village I also share her concerns that apparent proposals for
housing development in the village will seriously overstretch
its resources and, likely, provide types of housing the village

Long Marston Cricket Club
by Matt Storey
WHILE results for the three senior teams have not been
fantastic at Long Marston CC, the junior section at the club
continues to grow.
Sunday mornings have seen record turnouts at Marlins, as
coach Paul Atkins teaches plenty of young boys and girls,
aged seven and up, cricket skills every week.

does not require.
What I have seen of Wilstone in recent years has painted a
picture of a well-balanced and cooperative community and
despite the loss of a local primary school, commercial shops,
transport facilities and an inadequate sewerage system needs
only small and balanced housing development to continue to
thrive. Proposals which would add eighty more housing units
and destroy an allotment community could be a disaster for
the community.
Dacorum has plenty of land available on the surrounds of
Hemel Hempstead to meet the needs of the Borough without
radically expanding village communities.
Regards,
Jack Fish.
Hemel Hempstead
HP2 5LL
The above is a copy of a letter sent to Dacorum Councillors by
email in response to Jane Waterhouse‘s article in the June
edition of Village News Ed.
Division 1 century and Freddie Thompson (70) notch his first
league half-century for the club, while Ali Bee (7 wickets) and
Patrick Barry (5 wickets) have enjoyed success with the ball.
The 2nd XI have enjoyed more success with two wins from
five games. Paul Marsh has made 55* and 57 in the victories
over Charlbury and Abingdon Vale, while Laura Sandy took 636 against Abingdon.
Other highlights include Matt Wareham’s 79* and Peter
Toovey’s 57 against Bletchley and Tiddington respectively.

It is thanks to the tireless work of a few volunteers at the club The 3rd XI are yet to win a game, although Richard Adams
that our colts section is growing again and seeing eight juniors and Phil Jackson have both passed 50 this season.
play across two teams on Sunday June 2nd was fantastic for
On that note, we are desperately looking for a scorer for our
all to see.
2nd XI. If you are interested, or know somebody who would
Sessions
be interested, please contact Lee Beesley on the number
continue
already provided.
between 10
As the summer continues the social events at LMCC continue.
and 12 every
The ever popular cheese and wine night takes place on July
Sunday
27 and our very first music night, complete with live band, on
morning, with
August 10. All events are open to everyone and we’d love to
bacon and
see new faces at Marlins. Contact Matt Storey on
sausage rolls
07918653473 if you want to know more.
in the
And finally, remember the bar is open every Saturday and
clubhouse for
Sunday. When the sun shines, there really is no better place
everyone to
enjoy while
to enjoy a drink.
it’s going on,
or after it has
finished.
Please
contact Lee
Beesley on
07923462037
if you have
kids who
would be
interested.

Junior player Alex Marsh who also plays

Meanwhile,
the 1st XI
hasendured a difficult Cherwell League Division 1 campaign
so far.
The sole victory in the first five games came at home to
Shipton-Under-Wychwood, as Hamish Sim’s 81 helped the
side chase down 213.
A draw at Twyford saw Ewan Crawley (100) hit his maiden

Village News

Colt’s Sunday morning training session.

photos LMCC
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Walking The Ridgeway
OVER Easter, I walked The Ridgeway. It’s an 87-mile ancient
track, spanning five English counties – Wiltshire, Oxfordshire,
Berkshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire. We often walk
local sections at the weekend but completing the whole thing
in one go has been on the ‘To Do List’ for ages. Of course,
you can walk in either direction but living so close to Ivinghoe
Beacon, it just felt right to head for home. And so on Good
Friday, off we set – a walking party of six; four friends and two
black labs plus a vehicle support crew of one. ‘How hard can it
be?’ we all thought……
Day 1 – Overton Hill to Ogbourne St George (9 miles)
It was a 3-hour drive from Wilstone to the start in Wiltshire and
it was going to take us 5½ days to walk back. I was raring to
go from the moment we got there but first we paid a quick visit
to Avebury, a Neolithic monument of the largest stone circle in
the world. It seemed like the perfect place for some of the
group to limber up with some silly stretches and what seemed
to be poor attempts at yoga poses. An hour later, we got
going and I shot off at a cracking pace, leaving everyone to
catch up. There were stops along the way for scenic photos,
selfies, wildlife gazing and calls of nature; such was the
excitement of it all. It was sunny and warm. For 5 hours, we
walked through beautiful Wiltshire countryside, with fields of
vibrant yellow rapeseed and Spring lambs everywhere.
Eventually we reached our destination at a dog-friendly pub/
B&B and met up with our support crew. Everyone was ready
for a beer but I was sensible and just had water. Quite frankly
I was so exhausted from the heat and excitement of the first
day that I was just happy with an early dinner and bed.
Day 2 – Ogbourne St George to Sparsholt Firs (16 miles)
We were all up early on Day 2, ready for a tasty pub breakfast
– I highly recommend the local sausages! It was going to be
another warm, sunny day. Everyone was on good form, with
not a weary leg in sight. Today was harder as we walked the
most remote part of the trail, occasionally passing others,
either walking or riding their bikes. There were more lovely
yellow fields, beautiful views and several hills to climb. We
walked past Neolithic long barrows and the White Horse chalk
carving. By the afternoon, it was hot, with little shade and we
were all struggling to keep going. We were very glad to see
our support crew at several points along the way, who
refuelled us with food and water. 16 miles later, we crossed
into Oxfordshire and arrived at our second dog-friendly pub/
B&B for the night. Over dinner, we talked about how great the
day had been but there was also the first sign of trouble. Two
of the group were starting to get blisters…..and big ones at
that.
Day 3 – Sparsholt Firs to Goring/Streatley (17.6 miles)
Easter Sunday and not an Easter egg in sight. All the talk was
about Compeed blister plasters. It was another warm day and
we were glad to meet our support crew late morning, armed
with sandwiches, goodies and cold bottles of water for us. The
blisters were inspected and dressed. Things were not looking
good for the two casualties but they soldiered on. By midafternoon though, they were in too much pain to continue.
Suddenly our party of six was down to four. The last two hours
that day were tough and I did my best to jolly everyone along.
Our Ridgeway Team had been fractured and those of us left
were feeling both the distance and the heat. Mad dogs and
Englishmen springs to mind. We practically crawled our way
over the green hills of Berkshire, hardly seeing another person
for the rest of the afternoon. By the time we got to our
destination, casualty number 3 declared he had sunstroke and
a strained Achilles heel.
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by Louis Russell-Shepherd
Day 4 – Goring/Streatley to Watlington (15.5 miles)
Sunstroke man was looking very red today and his Achilles
heel seemed quite bad too but he wasn’t giving up. We
messed about at the side of the River Thames for a bit and I
decided to go in to celebrate reaching the half way point. Then
we continued along the riverbank, through beautiful bluebell
woods and over the Chiltern Hills. The sight of our support
crew arriving late morning with Costa Coffee and cake kept
everyone upbeat that day.
Day 5 – Watlington to Wendover (17.1 miles)
Disaster! Sunstroke man’s Achilles Heel was hurting too much
to walk any further. We were down to three but on we
marched. Sunstroke man decided to ride his bike for the rest
of the route, although he couldn’t actually follow the same
track as us, after all. It turns out that the second half of the
Ridgeway is footpath only. There was very little chat between
the three of us that day. We just got on with the job and
eventually arrived at the Coombe Hill Monument above
Wendover. It was a familiar and welcome sight, made even
better by the fact that Sunstroke Man, Blister Woman and
Support Crew were there to greet us.
Day 6 – Wendover to Ivinghoe Beacon (11.8 miles)
The last day and I was still as eager to get going as I had
been on day one. I was on a mission and we had to get the
job done. It didn’t take long before I started to recognise all the
places on this last stretch; Wiggington, Tring Park (where I do
Parkrun every week) and Pitstone Hill. The last few miles
were hard as we were all tired but the sight of Ivinghoe
Beacon in the distance kept us going. By mid-afternoon we
had made it! The rest of the team were there to welcome us
home with a bottle of Prosecco. It was windy and overcast - a
real contrast to the glorious weather we’d had for the rest of
the route - but I was feeling elated at my sense of
accomplishment of walking The Ridgeway.
And so onto our next challenge. The Ridgeway is one of 16
national walks. They’re talking about the South Downs Way
next, which is 100 miles. I may be too old to do them all in my
lifetime but I’ll keep going for as long as my four legs will carry
me.

I am the one in the middle there is no point in bounding
out ahead not with 87 miles to go!
I have admit that I did have a little help from Amanda
Russell in preparing this article - Louis
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In Memory of Paul Rutter 1938 – 2019
PAUL, otherwise known as “Mr.R.” was born on 20th
March, 1938.
After finishing his schooling, Paul started work in the family
business, moving on to be out on the road grading and
opening Government and Post Office safes – something
he really enjoyed. After the death of his father in 1964,
Paul took over management of the business. He was
never a ‘natural’ behind a desk, and was far happier when
he could escape into the workshop, getting dirty working
on safes, strongroom doors and locks.
Paul married Christine on 5th June, 1965, after which they
had two sons, Edward and Bruce, both of whom followed
him into the business. When the old firm closed down both
boys started their own companies continuing the work they
had previously done – Edward transporting heavy
machinery and Bruce working with locks. Paul continued
working to the end of his life, having joined Bruce, and
thoroughly enjoyed building lock cylinders. He was always
ready to give security advice on locks and safes, and
several churches within the Tring Team and beyond have
benefited from upgraded security with Paul’s help.
Paul’s father introduced him to Freemasonry at the age of
21. This is something he really enjoyed, and was very
quietly proud of being awarded a Grand Lodge honour.
Paul was not a great conversationalist. He really only had
two subjects: Freemasonry and work! He was never a
man for fashion and had but three main modes of dress:
Pinstripes for Masonic; suit/white shirt/tie for work
(however dirty he might end up getting), and a pair of
Dicky trousers covered in paint, a high viz motorway jacket
and welly boots for home.
Although unaware of it, Paul developed oesophageal
cancer and died after a short illness on 19th April. He was
81.
Both Edward and Bruce spoke at Paul’s funeral
service…….
Edward “on Dad” ….
“Dad was a quiet man, never showy, but always there, not
only for us but for anyone with a problem to solve. He
loved his animals, from Bart and Bret the beagles to
Spartacus the giant horse and finally Ginny the fox terrier.
Dad had a unique way of looking at things; if you had
struggled for hours to fix something, he would look over
your shoulder and solve it in seconds. If you had made

Paul Rutter 1938-2019
something clever and unique, head over shoulder, see a
flaw and send you back to the drawing board, but all in
good spirit. He rarely discussed his life in freemasonry,
unless we had a question. It was a major part of his life
and he was very proud of the work they do, and would
happily make a 500 mile round trip to attend a meeting.
He was also a founder trustee and chairman of the
Puttenham Trust. In recent years he was very active in
bringing the Trust’s properties up to today’s standards.
Inventor of glass plate relockers for safes, his ideas and
products protected many postmasters from attack, making
for a safer world. An apprentice cabinet maker as a young
man, his love of the art never left him, semi-retirement
allowing him to spend many happy hours in his workshop.
Always with a toolkit to hand, Dad lived to work, taught us
well, gave us a good life, enjoyed a challenge, and will be
missed by us all.”
May he rest in peace.

Dear Friends,
We would like to thank everyone for the kindness shown to us at this difficult time. As you may know
Sarah lived and worked in Leeds for the past 18 months as a Social Worker and was about to take up a
position in Slough Social Services, when unfortunately this tragedy happened. With your generosity this
helped us to bring Sarah home to be amongst friends and family where she was born and grew up.
Thank you once again for your continue support.
David and Janet Henshaw
Village News
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A Story of Longub Puttastone

OLD Siegfried was deep in thought. His mind was fixed on
matters of great importance, matters which required prolonged
consideration and careful choices, the outcomes of which
could alter the course of history. Well, of his story anyway. He
was standing in the middle of his allotment, his unfocused
eyes staring vacantly into the distance, his horny hands
rhythmically slamming the tines of his second best fork into
the flinty soil. He must soon decide which of his fruit and
vegetables he would be entering into the various horticultural
shows taking place in the area around Longub Puttastone. He
levered his fork up again, raising it ready to plunge down into
the ground once more. The annual thorny issue of whether he
should show his plums came suddenly to his mind –
obliterating all other concerns. The fork slammed down.
Siegfried experienced a stab of excruciating pain in his right
foot. He glanced down reluctantly. Two of the sharp tines were
thrust deeply into the soil on either side of his green wellington
boot. The third, middle tine disappeared into the top of his
foot, pinning it firmly to the earth. He drew a deep breath, and
gave vent to a ghastly ululation which simultaneously caused
a passing horse to bolt under its rider, a window-cleaner to fall
off his ladder, and Alice Ball to pause momentarily in the midst
of preparing a batch of her Celebrated Brussel Sprout Relish.
Fortunately, it also triggered a stampede of fellow allotment
holders to rush over to Siegfried’s aid.
There was much consternation and alarm, and not a little
astonishment at what the fork had done – not that it had gone
through Siegfried's wellie, but that it had managed to pierce
the thick leathery skin of his foot. Somehow the fork was
pulled out, the boot pulled off, the disgraceful sock removed
and an improvised temporary bandage applied to the nastylooking wound. An ambulance having been summoned, it duly
arrived, and a slightly dazed and severely discomforted
Siegfried was soon on his way to hospital. His anguish and
dismay was mollified to some extent when the driver acceded
to his demand to have the blue lights switched on and the
commanding siren given full volume. He was mollified to a
significantly greater extent by the sympathetic attention of the
very nice young lass looking after him in the back of the
ambulance. On arrival at the hospital in Whatfor he was
further cheered by the care and solicitude he received. He
was quickly seen and examined by a junior doctor who
Siegfried guessed was about 14 years old. The doctor
immediately decided that they would keep him in for
observation, in view of his age. This remark earned the doctor
a frosty glare from Siegfried. He had his injury cleaned and
dressed, and was given an injection of strong antibiotics in a
rather unfortunate place – in the corridor outside the
examination room. Then, as he was taken to a ward and
made comfortable in a fresh clean bed, and made welcome by
his fellow patients – and offered a cup of tea and a few
biscuits – he began to suspect that things were not that bad,
really.
This suspicion was confirmed as his first day in hospital
progressed. He was fussed over by a team of nurses,
provided with more tea and a free newspaper, and later he
was given a cracking hot dinner. He had a marvellous night’s
sleep, undisturbed by the loud snoring in the ward – but as
Siegfried was responsible for the said snoring this was not
very surprising. Next day he was seen again by the junior
doctor, who extended Siegfried’s stay, as he “Did Not Like
The Look Of Him”. Siegfried grumbled rather half-heartedly,
but he was secretly quite pleased. He was beginning to enjoy
himself.
He received a few visitors that day – Jake, Thomas and
Rodney came first, in a group, and brought him the inevitable
bunch of grapes, which they knew Siegfried loathed, but
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by Martin Winship

Rodney ate them all anyway so that was alright. The vicar
popped in, but he did not stay long. He was uncomfortable
with some of the suggestive comments Siegfried made
regarding the nurses. His last visitor was Alice, who after
initially fussing about, plumping up his pillows and pouring him
unwanted glasses of water, made sure he was under no
illusion about how cross she was with him for being so
careless and stupid. All the same, she did agree to take his
keys when she left, to keep an eye on his cottage while he
was incarcerated.
She was, of course, as good as her word, and called in at
Siegfried’s address on her way home, to check for the post,
and generally make sure everything was in order. There were
no letters waiting on the mat, and Alice only spent a few
minutes nosing around the untidy rooms. She left, and walked
along to her residence, making plans of her own for the
morning. She rose early the next day, and gathered her kit –
brushes and feather duster, mop, bucket, dusters and polish –
and a large bottle of pine disinfectant – and carried the lot
round to Siegfried’s, and got to work.
Siegfried stayed in hospital longer than anyone had imagined.
He was, as his sobriquet declared, “old,” and his circulation
was not what it had been. The hole in his foot was
consequently reluctant to heal, and the doctor refused to take
any chances. It must be admitted, in addition, that Siegfried
was having a wonderful time, and he played up his frailty at
every opportunity. Eventually his foot did heal, he passed
every check he was put through (despite his best efforts to fail
them) and the long put-off day of his discharge arrived. He
was driven home by a volunteer driver (who found the
experience disconcerting), and was pleased to find Alice
waiting at his door to welcome him home and give him his
keys, though in his usual gruff manner he succeeded in
disguising his pleasure.
Alice handed over the keys, and he let himself in. After a few
moments he came out again, and looked at the front of the
cottage with an uncertain frown on his face.
“It’s my place alright, but something terrible has happened
inside,” he told Alice. “Everything’s moved about; all my stuff’s
been put away-like. It’s all sort of shiny too – and it smells
funny – like Christmas trees.”
Alice put her hands on her hips. “You should be grateful. I
spent days giving the whole place a good spring clean and a
tidy.”
Siegfried was clearly annoyed. “You had no business. I don’t
know where anything is now. I liked it how it was. You should
content yourself sitting on your broomstick and not go
sweeping other folk’s houses with it!” He stomped off (with a
noticeable limp) to seek solace at his allotment.
An even greater shock awaited him there. So long had his
stay in hospital been that Alice, having given his cottage a
thorough sort-out, had had time to turn her attention to
Siegfried’s shed. He opened the creaking door and stood,
mouth agape, staring in disbelief at the well-ordered tools and
neatly arranged shelves. All the pots were in rows arranged
by size, and the many tins of treatments and fertilisers
positively gleamed. Even his pile of disreputable old hessian
sacks appeared to have been washed folded and stacked.
He staggered backwards, his eyes staring, mouth opening
and closing goldfish style. It is sad to admit that he suffered a
severe relapse, and had to spend a considerable time in
intensive care.
In the bar of the Half Head.
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PAINTING & DECORATING
SUPERIOR STANDARD
ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED
LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717
martinjkeable@gmail.com

*Tax-free vouchers,
Ofsted rated
Good’
December 2016.

*30Hours and
County funding
registered.

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL
HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Term time Tuesday 9-3pm Term time
Thursday 9-3pm Term time Friday
9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk
firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston
HP23 4QS
Tel: 07925185311

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding Tyres Wheels balanced Batteries Exhausts Diagnostic Tuning Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs
Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

JOBS FOR JO
No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you
ROOFING
Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031
Mobile: 07951 220904

Village News

Garden tidying – regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620 or 01442 891444
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The Puttenham Page

compiled by Christine Rutter

Cheddington Bowls Club is supporting the women can campaign to encourage all you ladies to
get active in a sport. Bowls is a great game and one where women hold their own against the men, both in
skills and as mixed team members.
Need more info: contact Tony & Rosemarie 01525 220644
Village News

cheddingtonbowls.org.uk
Supported by The Puttenham Trust
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J B Services
patios and drives
block and shingle

Underhill Services
For all your home maintenance needs.

drainage work
exterior maintenance
Brickwork

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

no job too small
tel: 07799 398335

Odd Job Man.

Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

Where Learning & Growing is FUN!

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening)

B&B available

Marsworth Preschool is a fantastic, inclusive learning environment
which is rich in opportunities for your child to learn through play.
"GOOD" Ofsted Rating
FUNDING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
We are open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays
9.00am - 3.00pm term time only
Call us on 01296 66164 to book a visit
www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk

(off the B489
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

PET SITTERS Since 2000

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE!

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu &
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated
Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly

We walk feed clean out & Cuddle.
Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk

Registered with NARP
Call Beverley Cornthwaite
Tel.no 01442822191 Mob 07967019031

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

The Old Pastures
For all property repairs and maintenance
BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING
PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk
Village News

Luxury accommodation for
dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX
VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters
Tel: 01442 824856
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Tring Team Men’s Society - discuss hobbies
AT their June meeting the Men’s Society, with
seven members present, discussed, and shared,
hobbies.
The first question concerned the definition of
“hobby.” Hobbies are more than mere pastimes,
and as we decided later are often called interests. However
for someone with an interest in, say, gardening, it may be an
active hobby, or a necessary chore. Or it may be a more
passive interest such as visiting National Trust gardens.
Handicrafts, collecting and travelling can all be hobbies.
David G had brought a list of “private interests” as he called
them, one for each day of the week. His particular interests
are choral music, crosswords which he compiles, walking and
chess. Belonging to the Choral Society is a hobby, but
singing in the church choir is a commitment. Gardening also
becomes a commitment when looking after the churchyard.
Some people are fortunate when their broad interest covers
their hobbies and paid employment. My interests include
designing buildings, and visiting historic ones. Although at
my interview for grammar school I said I wanted to be an
architect, as a boy I had other hobbies - supremely collecting
Matchbox models, which I still have on a rack made by my
father. I also collected stamps, those overprinted “England
Winners” together with my Dad’s collection, including
stamps from 1930s Germany, may be quite valuable .
If Mike had been at the meeting he would undoubtedly have
mentioned model railways, which he has exhibited at the
FOTCH fun day. He is very knowledgeable on railways
through Tring. Scalextric was not mentioned perhaps because

Village News 100’s Club

by Leslie Barker

its popularity was with the Baby Boomers born in the 50s
and60s, whereas most members were born pre-war.
Several enjoyed sports in their younger days. John played
many sports, particularly tennis and now enjoys bridge; for
David W it was football, cricket, and until last year
windsurfing,
Other interests included hiking, music in general, reading,
radio and electrics, woodwork, committee membership, U3A
and photography. My interest in photography, which spanned
the golden era of colour slides, was to record the places I
visited.
Other hobbies enjoyed by members included DIY, cycling,
going out for meals, crosswords , and local history. Martin
has recently retired from arranging talks for the Tring and
District Local History and Museum Society.
We concluded by discussing future topics, and ideas for
visits, such as we had enjoyed in the past to the BMW Mini
works, Ivinghoe church, and Totternhoe quarry. Popular
suggestions were Arla , Edlesborough church, Halton House
and railway museums. We could go as a group with others
during public opening hours, or privately. Halton House will
be open to the public on September 22nd .
The meeting reflected a very wide range of interests, but also
the age range of the members. All men, whatever their age
are welcome to the meetings. These are usually on the first
Wednesday of the month, at 7.30pm at the Half Moon in
Wilstone. Meals are available. For details of meetings,
including arranging lifts, see the pew sheets or contact
Jeremy, email jeremybuckman814@gmail.com.

by Keith Fox - Treasurer Village News

THANK YOU to all those people who entered in the Village News 100’s Club during the last 12 months.
After prize monies were deducted (35% of monthly revenue) your participation has generated nearly £2,400 of much needed
revenue for The Village News operating funds…….see summary below.

We intend to re-institute the 100’s Club later this year, subject to sufficient support, with the first draw scheduled to generate
prize winners for October 2019, and then monthly thereafter. All those who have participated in the last 12 months will be
contacted directly in August 2019 to see whether they are willing to re-join the competition.
Hopefully others will also join in the fun while helping to support your free Parish Magazine.

Thank you for supporting Village News.
Village News
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From the Vicarage
Swanning off on Sabbatical
BY the time you read this, I shall have begun my sabbatical
or, put more plainly, my three months off from ministry. It
started on 1 July 2019 and is due to end on 30 September. So
what and why I am doing this?
I have been with the Tring Team Parish in some kind of role
as a minister since June 2011 - first as a deacon and then as a
priest. Even before that, the Tring Team was the parish I was
attached to for my training as an ordinand (i.e. ministry
training). This means it has not been far off 15 years since I
joined this parish (I didn’t have a single grey hair then!). In
that time, I have learned a great deal and the opportunities I
have been given are probably as varied and as fulfilling as
any parish in the diocese, if not the country.
That said, over the last few months, I have been struggling to
maintain a healthy balance between my full-time work, my
ministry and my having some time for my family and friends.
It’s my fault for saying ‘yes’ to too much but, because what I
believe we, as ministers, do is important, it’s hard to decline a
request where you feel you might be able to make a
difference. So it’s true that some of my three months off will
be about having a bit of rest and, hopefully, not tearing
around all the time.
I also want to think about what shape my future ministry will
be and where it will be. I doubt very much I shall return to
exactly the same form of ministry I have at the moment.
There will be change. What that will be and where it will be
is up for grabs. I am quite excited to explore what options
there are for a self-supporting priest either in or outside parish
ministry. Over the next few weeks I shall be going to
different churches to see what they are doing and asking
myself whether this is something of which I could be a

Allotment news
by Mary Davis
IT has been pouring down for the last
five days. Whilst I prefer to spend my
time in warm sunshine, it is time we
had some rain, although possibly not
this much at once! Up until recently
the ground was rock hard and almost
impossible to work, which is partly
why we have got so little planted this
late in the year. There are only early
and main crop potatoes and a few
broad beans, although this will hopefully change when the rain stops as we
do have things ready to go in. A big incentive is the forthcoming village show- we really need to make it look a bit
better by then. And of course we do want to eat this year!
This is Ben and my second year on our plot- one which we
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by Rev’d Didier Jaquet
part? At the same time I shall be asking whether I ought to
return to the Tring Team and, if so, what lies ahead for me
there? What else will I do to help me decide? I am going off
on retreat (or ‘holiday’ as my wife likes to call it); I am going
to chat with lots of people and I am going to pray. When I put
myself forward for training as a priest, the best thing I did
was to take the approach of saying to the church, ‘I think God
might be calling me to this, what do you think’? I will do
more or less the same when it comes to what I should do over
the next 3 months and beyond.
Who knows what the result will be? Those who know me best
know I am not very decisive and so it’s entirely possible I
won’t be sure what I am going to do from 1 October 2019.
What has been really pleasing is Huw, Jane and Michelle’s
open approach to my having some time to work it out.
Needless to say they will be filling in the small gaps I shall
leave and I am grateful to them for doing so – particularly to
Jane who will be the main point of contact for St Cross.
I am conscious that this can all seem a bit navel gazing.
Indeed, it might be. Not sure there’s much I can do about that
because it’s about the way I fulfil the ministry to which I
believe God is calling me. Hopefully God will prevent me
from being too self-obsessed and allow me to discover who I
might serve next as their priest and how.
Thanks for all the kind comments and best wishes from those
who knew I was off for a bit. Whatever I decide I shall come
back to let people know what I am going to do. Until then I
hope you have a great summer and may be even some time to
have a think about your own future and where you are
headed. I really don’t think it’s a bad idea for any of us to do
this from time to time.

have been informed by many long standing allotmenteers was
a thing of beauty in the past. It is certainly not that now, but I
can see how it could have been and all we can do is to try to
bring it back to a fraction of its former glory (in time). We
have been lucky enough to inherit mature fruit trees and
bushes and a productive asparagus bed that has already given
us several delicious meals this year. Of course, amongst
them, there is also the bindweed and thistle that is so hard to
get rid of from permanent beds. We can only try to keep them
down.
Many other plot holders are doing better than us, their plots
already filling up with beans, courgettes, salads and more.
Several green fingered individuals spend a lot of time up
there and it is evident from the results. We are trying to be
there more ourselves; it is a pretty and peaceful space to
spend time. It is also very friendly and we have had plenty of
good advice or just a natter (not to mention food donations
from others who have had more success, as we did last season; we live in hope for this year).
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Picnic food Memories
by Sally Smith
It’s the summer – well officially at least, and thoughts may be
turning to days out, at the beach, the park or even on top of a
hill. After all, there really is no better way to spend a day
than with friends.
So, a picnic it is, but what to take? Everyone has their own
favourite picnic food that has to be there, even though
nobody else likes it, and everyone has their own way of doing
a picnic, from the traditional rug with matching crockery all
presented in a designer picnic hamper to the casual ‘bung it
all in a plastic carrier’ approach. Personally I fall
somewhere between the two, mainly because my wicker
picnic basket is too big to transport and the wheely one isn’t
really big enough. Nevertheless, we manage somehow to get
everything in – from mini sausages to fruit, taking in scotch
eggs and quiche along the way.
There is something about a scotch egg which says seaside
picnic to me. Possibly because my Auntie made the most
delicious versions every time we went to visit her; and in
those days a picnic on the beach was guaranteed, even if the
weather wasn’t. I recently came across some slides of a
typical family picnic from my youth – a black Morris Minor
with a tarp attached to one side to provide a shelter from the
weather, and we sat beneath it sipping tea from a tartan
Thermos and holding a scotch egg. We knew how to have
fun!

Quiche Lorraine (serves 4-6)
Ingredients:
made)

Shortcrust pastry (shop bought or home30g butter
1 Chopped onion
175g streaky bacon, diced
125g Cheese, grated
250ml single cream
2 eggs, beaten

Method:
Pre-heat the oven to 220°C (425°F/Gas Mark 7)
Roll out the pastry and line a 20cm (8inch) flan dish.
Prick the pastry base with a fork and line with foil or
greaseproof paper before filling with baking beans
or rice. Cook for 15-20 minutes then remove paper
and beans and cook for a further 10 minutes.
Make the filling by melting the butter in the pan and
cooking the bacon and onion gently until the onion
is golden brown and the bacon is crisp

I’ve never really mastered a scotch egg, although friends say
they are straightforward enough. Personally, I’d much rather
prepare a quiche, which can be sliced before we go and can
look more complicated than it is. Obviously, carrying it can
prove more trickier than scotch eggs, but there never seems to
be any left – which is more than can be said for the eggs
which often remain uneaten, even though everyone pestered

Dixons Wharf Biodiversity Update

me to include them! I don’t usually bother to make my own
pastry (although I know it is easy enough to do), but I still get
satisfaction from an (almost) home- made savoury egg
custard, and this recipe from Mary Berry is a definite winner.

Place the bacon and onion mix into the pastry case and
cover with the cheese. Mix the cream and eggs
together and season to taste before pouring over the
bacon and onion mix.
Lower the oven temperature to 180°C (350°F/Gas Mark
4) and bake for 25-30 minutes until the filling is
golden and set.
The quiche can be eaten warm or cold. Either way, it
tastes great.

...continued from page27

Recently and for the first time, I have observed a bee-fly on
some daisies and a hornet plaguing a very active solitary bee
box in my garden (with the hornet also briefly in my
kitchen!). I have since discovered that the solitary bees are
red mason bees and that, rather than collecting pollen on their
legs, they use the underside of their abdomens as a ‘pollen
brush’, which is why they often appear bright yellow beneath.
A singing garden warbler in scrub alongside the canal brings
another new bird species record, proving that there are always
new things to look and listen out for.
With that in mind, I am trialling a small-scale reptile survey
using roofing felt mats to attract in any reptiles that may be
present in the area - early results are in and disappointingly
do suggest a lack of reptiles (the site may just be too isolated
from others), but abundant common toad (with a healthy
population indicated by at least 3 different life stages - very
small toadlets, small juveniles and larger adults).
I will try to squeeze in a check of the bat boxes later in the
year, but pipistrelles are certainly roosting somewhere within
buildings, trees, or boxes in the vicinity, given their sudden
and immediate appearance after dusk each night (usually
within 5 minutes of dark descending). I get so much
Village News

Reptile mat next to log pile
enjoyment from watching them and the other wildlife around
here; we truly are lucky to live in such a lovely little place.
Please note that Dixons Wharf is a private residence and
there are no public rights of way across the site. The closest
footpaths are the towpaths that run alongside the canal,
adjacent to the Wharf. Email: neilyh@msn.com
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Local names and numbers
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team
Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter,
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and PCSO Tommy Walter
01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000
Call the police if you see a crime being committed.
Reports of river flooding
Environment Agency
0845 988 1188
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter
07514 548289
Brownies
Rachel Friedli
01442 827577
Guides
Sheila Hill
01442 823463
Cubs and Scouts
Jane Dawson
07759 888085
LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs
01296 661021
St Cross Wilstone
Clergy Rev’d Didier Jaquet
01525 240 465
Churchwarden
Ken Martin
01442 822894
St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis
01442 822170
Churchwarden
Christine Rutter
07514 548289
All Saints Long Marston
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister
01442 822170
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Malcolm Morgan
01296 661747
Clerk to the Parish Council
Chloe Collins
email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com
Villages Warden
Colin Reedman
01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann
01296 668548
Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles
chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams
07925 185311
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group
Tara Thirkettle
07796 965171
Long Marston Tennis Club
Jackie Anwyl
01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman
01296 668054
Long Marston School
01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke
0207 219 4459
Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781
Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training
Mike Ward
01296 668361
Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge
01442 891444
Village News
Colin Moore
01442 826976
Whitchurch Morris Men
John Bush
01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Mick McManus
01442 828748
Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings: Tony Short
01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers
Jane Cole
01442 828272
WI
Margaret Kaye
01296 662975
Wilstone Community Shop
01442 891167
Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home
in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
John Taylor 07940 206056

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.
Advertising enquiries:
Amanda Russell
07885 891634
villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com
Send your editorial contributions, articles,
event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower case)

Deadline for items to go in the Septembe
edition is: Wednesday 14 August 2019
The editor will be Paul Lovis:
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Dixons Wharf Biodiversity Update
FOLLOWING earlier articles in 2015 and 2017, this is now
the third update on the biodiversity and wildlife interests at
Dixons Wharf, alongside Wingrave Road, just outside of
Wilstone village. I and most other residents here have now
surpassed our fifth year at the Wharf (the development was
completed in 2014) and the landscape is really starting to
mature and evolve. As per the previous articles, we go on
finding new things and are keen to continue to enhance our
setting and relationship to the natural environment around us.

Habitats
The trees continue to mature, including our black polar
saplings, with some tree surgery last year resulting in lots of
cut branch material being re-used on the site, to make both
wood piles and brash ‘hedges’ in the canal-side scrub areas.
We have lost a handful of the planted trees (as is normal),
which will ultimately result in a more naturalistic open
environment between the lane (Wingrave Road) and the
houses in particular.
Our landscapers have been working hard on our small
meadow out back in an attempt to get on top of the invasive
nettle and dock growth. Some improvement is evident, with
primrose, cowslip and white campion pushing through, but
this will need ongoing and regular maintenance at least for
rest of this year before more standard meadow management
can resume. For our fertile soils, this will probably involve
strimming and raking off in early June, to allow a second
flowering period, and again in late September, to permit regreening prior to winter setting in. The semi-natural grassland
closest to the canal continues to flourish and we will be
leaving this area uncut for periods during the spring and
summer to allow the carpet of (purple) selfheal and (pink)
crane’s-bill species to flower among the grasses.

by Neil Harwood

alongside the entrance with native holly, dogwood and privet,
and planted spurge and bugle out front at the entrance to the
Wharf. Two self-sown ash saplings, one on either side of the
roadway in, are now more than 3m high, providing a nice
gateway to the development.

Species
When planting new stock, we continue to look for rabbitresistant species (or at least plants that they don’t find
irresistible), but we still struggle with the impacts of rabbits
on the gardens. A mink has been present briefly this spring
and for a period during the summer last year, which
temporarily kept the numbers down. A healthy population
lives on (most coming from the adjacent scrub between the
Wharf and Tring Road), with several very dark-coloured
bunnies appearing early in the year.
One or two muntjac deer are still regular visitors (as some of
our replacement saplings will testify!) and a number of bats
(primarily pipistrelle) are seen on most evenings, generally
from late March onwards. I still haven’t tracked down
hedgehog or badger on the Wharf itself, but hope that both
might move through the area on occasion. New birds in 2017
and 2018 were limited to great spotted woodpecker and
treecreeper, but the very impressive starling murmuration of
the 2017/18 winter (which reached at least 500 birds at its
peak) did not reappear in 2018/19. In the interim, nothing has
changed in the area in which they were roosting and so we
expectantly await their return.
Hummingbird hawkmoth and brown argus butterfly were
both new for my garden in 2017 and 2018 respectively, and I
installed a very amateur-looking (but hopefully valuable)
insect house, using a wooden palette, in late 2018.

The lane-side hedgerow has six woody species with elder,
sycamore, dogwood and privet, adding to the ubiquitous
hawthorn and blackthorn, and this has been cut right back
during the winter, to promote better structure and growth and
allow for a buffer of longer-grass beneath. I have now noted
several wildflowers in this unkempt border and good numbers
of visiting butterflies, with a recent flurry of brimstone and
orange-tip activity.

Brown argus on chive flowers

New for 2019

Cowslips in hedge border
Finally, we have infilled gaps in the newly-planted hedgerow
Village News

With the support of the Wharf’s residents, we now have
single nest boxes for kestrel and tawny owl up and running thanks must go to the Bucks Owl and Raptor Group for their
assistance with that; both boxes look great. I’m still waiting
to hear tawny owl here this year, but a male kestrel hovering
along lane and the Wharf boundary in May was a welcome
return.
...continued on page 25
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More scenes from Wilstone Open Village

……With an appreciative audience

Music at the Half Moon…...

Thirsty work

Prettty things

Do you like that one?

Doggy decision

Walking sticks and plants galore
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Village all seasons artist

Stan’s Lamb

Bus stop transformation

Hello donkey

