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Daffodils - by Jenny White

Photographed lining the road 
entering the village.  The display 
of colour after a gloomy winter 
certainly lifts the spirits.

Villagers warm 
to fete fun Hot tea and 
sausages triumph as ice cream sales freeze

Parish Council survey shows 70% in favour 
of a ‘homes for local people’ special scheme

ELVIS showed the way - he got everyone moving 
on a chilly afternoon and that was the key to a fun 
afternoon.  Attendance was excellent considering 
the grey overhead mantle and the organisers were 
delighted that so many came from far and wide.  Ice 
cream sales?  Nil.  Not even one.  Pictures on p 32.

Right: Emily Thirkettle and Sadie, winners of 
the best child handler class in the fun dog show.

Photo: John Painter     

TRING RURAL Parish Council have re-
leased the results of  the Housing Needs Sur-
vey undertaken on their behalf by the Rural 
Housing Trust earlier in the year.  Survey 
forms were delivered to every home and 30% 
were returned - a very good response.   

70% of respondents stated that they would 
support an affordable housing scheme for 
local people.  The Parish Council is to inves-
tigate possible sites in the villages for such a 
scheme.  See pages 26 and 27 for details of 
the report and some local reactions. 
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any
of these services.

28 May
10.00am St Cross All Age worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

4 June Whit Sunday

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

11 June Trinity Sunday
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

18 June
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

25 June
10.00am St Cross All Age worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 

Guest Editor this month: Phil Buchi
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew, 

Colin Moore, Jill Walker
Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

Glossy cover (and bumper 32 pages too)

You have just turned over our first glossy cover - a sug-
gestion from readers at our Village News AGM.  Let us 
know what you think.  We can’t run to such grandeur 
every time - the cost is significantly more - but we 
wanted to see what it looked like.  Hope you like it! We 
will be producing more editions with colour covers 
though (glossy or otherwise) with an increase from 3 to 4 
of these issues each year - by popular demand.

Parish Council grant for better camera!

Our official supporters, Tring Rural Parish Council, have 
been good enough to provide a grant for the purchase of 
a better digital camera.  Thank you! Pictures are vital to 
any magazine, and our current camera is not really up to 
the job any longer.  We hope an injection of new tech-
nology will help us improve in this area. (Replacing the 
operator may also be necessary.)  Thanks to all our offi-
cial supporters: the Horti, the Puttenham Trust and ‘Tea 
at the Tower’.  Without you and our advertisers we could 
not do it.      

Phil Buchi

P a g e  2 J u n e  2 0 0 6
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Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing 
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition 
(July/August) is Wednesday 21 June 2006.

Colin Davenport will be your editor.

Your friends and relations all over the world can 
read Village News on-line.  Find us at: 

wwww.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham
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From our new community police officer: PC Tom Evans

PC Tom Evans recently joined the Tring Community Team 
of Herts Police replacing PC Steve May.  He has particular 
responsibility for these villages.  This is his introductory 
article for Village News.  You can contact him or leave a 
message on his mobile number (listed on page 27).

I AM 25 years old, and studied criminology at university 
before training to be a police officer, which is something I 
have always wanted to do.  I am a keen rugby player who 
loves sport.  This is my first position and I have been relish-
ing the opportunity to get out and meet the community.

Since joining Tring Community Team, I have been out on 
my beat meeting people and getting to know organisations 
and councillors in the town, and getting to know the job as a 
community officer.  So far I have been impressed with the 
town and villages and feel very positive about being here.   
There is the opportunity to do some good work and I hope to 
be a visible presence on the street, to try and combat issues 
such as Anti-social behaviour.

Garden security
The gardening season is upon us and for the thief it is the 
season for stealing lawn mowers, tools and other imple-
ments.

Protecting your 
garden implements

Ensure that lawnmowers, 
strimmers, forks, spades 
and other garden imple-
ments are locked away in 
sheds or garages that are in 
themselves secure. The 
thief is an opportunist and 
will use garden tools to 
break into your house or 
conservatory.   In addition 
to the usual items at risk it 
may be worth keeping an 
eye on your garden water 
features, statues, shrubs 
and plants as these may also 
be targeted by thieves.

Making the grounds of your property secure
This is often easier said than done, but a lockable gate at 

the side of the house about 2 meters high will act as a deter-
rent.  Nothing deters the thief more than lighting.  Sensor 
controlled floodlights at the back and/or the side of your 
house will help too.

PC Tom Evans at Long 
Marston village hall recently.

Dancers dismiss deluge at glittery May Ball
Herts Society photo feature by Fred and Ginger

A DELUGE at 7pm - just in time for the first bus taking guests to this 
year’s May Ball at Cecilia Hall, Puttenham - ensured that the um-
brella rack was full, but by 8pm when the dancing started it did not 
seem to matter.  Around 80 people packed the floor for a great and 
varied dance programme organised by dance professionals Gordon 
and Joanne with music from a real dance band.  Long Marston and 
Puttenham Horticultural Society staged the event in grand style and 
the guests certainly looked the part.  The rain?  It stopped.
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Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 21 June    Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 19 July  Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Friday 9th June
Toby’s Quiz Night Long Marston village hall, 8pm.
Saturday 10 June
“Royal Garden Party” at the Old Rectory, Puttenham.
17 June - 2 July
Bucks Open Studios: local artists studios open to all.
Saturday 17 June
Family Race Night, 7pm.  LM & W Brownies.
Sunday 18 June
Marsworth steam rally.
Saturday 24 June
Midsummer ramble. From Long Marston.
Saturday 1 July
International accordionist Alexander Korbakov  (of the 
Russian State Orchestra) in concert at Long Marston.
Saturday 1 July
The Magic of the Musicals, Tring School, 6pm.
Sunday 2 July
Whitchurch Morris men at the Half Moon, lunchtime.
Sunday 2 July
Family Games at Puttenham. 1pm.
Sunday 2 July
Long Marston Cricket Club 6-a-side. 10am to 7pm. 
Saturday 8 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston, 2.30pm
Saturday 15 July (changed from 16th)
Car Treasure Hunt from Wilstone village hall, 2pm.
Family BBQ and rounders 4pm - 6.30pm.
Saturday 5 August
Long Marston annual village show, 2pm.
Sunday 13 August
St Mary’s, Puttenham, Patronal Festival.
Saturday 2 September
Jumble Sale at Astrope Folly.
22 to 24 September
Tring Scool art exhibition.
Friday 29 September
Cinema at Wilstone village hall. 
Saturday 7 October
Strictly Ballroom for Fun. Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Sunday 8 October
Tring School sponsored walk - the Ashridge Amble.
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction - Puttenham Trust.

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 15 JULY
CAR TREASURE HUNT
starting at 2pm from 
village hall car park

a drive around local lanes
with a quiz en route

1st prize - BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE
entry £5 per car

IN AID OF HALL AND VILLAGE CHURCH FLOOR 
FUND

FDQDO�IHVWLYDO�DW�OLWWOH�WULQJ
Sunday 28th & Monday 29th May
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Saturday 21 October
“Opportunity Knocks!” for local talent. Wilstone, 8pm.
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.
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V�3DLQWLQJ�&RPSHWLWLRQ

%HH�.HHSLQJ�'HPRQVWUDWLRQ�
£2.50 ADULTS  £1.00 CHILDREN. 

All proceeds to go to All Saints Church & Village News   

WILSTONE 
VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY 
15 JULY

FAMILY BARBECUE
WITH ROUNDERS

from 4 pm until 6.30 pm
Burgers, veggie burgers,

sausages on sale
bring your own drinks

IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL AND 
VILLAGE CHURCH FLOOR FUND
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0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WLFNHWV�DYDLODEOH�IURP�
3�(�0HDG�DQG�6RQV�)DUP�6KRS��:LOVWRQH

2U�IURP�7ULQJ�6FKRRO�������������

0LGVXPPHU�5DPEOH
6DWXUGD\���WK�-XQH�� VHH�SDJH��
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DUPLICATE BRIDGE

is played at 
MARSWORTH
Village Hall on the second TUESDAY evening 
of each month, 
starting at 7.30 pm.

For more details telephone
Catherine Bushell on 01442 822043.

New bridges over canal

PROGRESS is being made on the dry canal section from 
Little Tring towards Drayton Beauchamp, with two new 
wooden bridges being erected during the May Bank Holiday 
weekend. It is understood that the steps, which are yet to be 
installed, will be offered for sponsors to buy as part of the 
restoration fund for the Canal Trust. Visit the festival on the 
28th and 29th May.             (Picture: Peter Walker)

Coming soon to a cinema very
near you!
THE Wilstone village hall committee is always seeking new 
ideas to optimise use of the village hall, and increasing in-
come. The latest idea, which has already had great success 
elsewhere in the country, is to try and create our own cinema 
on occasional nights during the winter period. Right now, 
the proposal is just to run a pilot and gauge reaction. There 
are organisations that will provide the film, all the digital 
equipment and sound systems, and the technicians. The films 
can be up the minute block busters, or those films you al-
ways meant to see but never got around to it. 

Peter Walker, who is promoting the idea, says: “I think there 
is a market for families to enjoy a much cheaper evening out 
than going to a multiplex, for people who may have diffi-
culty with transport, and for those who would prefer to see a 
film in a more sociable environment. The idea is that tickets 
would sell for around £4, and people would bring their own 
refreshments”. Peter says he would appreciate readers' initial 
thoughts on the idea, especially on the type of films they 
would like to see. “I hope to do a pilot later this year when 
the evenings are drawing in,” he added. 

You can email Peter at halfmoon120@hotmail.com

More than just a quiz success
FIFTY three people aged from 10 to (not sure how old) en-
joyed a great night of fun and games at the "More than a 
Quiz Night" organised for the Scouts and The Hospice of St 
Francis. Games ranged from building the tallest tower out of 
newspaper to manoeuvring smarties on the end of straws! 
The WI team were the hot favourites for the marathon - the 
BIG NIT, the winner being the team that managed to knit the 
longest scarf with 20 stitches during the evening. Everyone 
enjoyed the supper of Chilli and Trifle and the occasional 
round of questions. Thanks to Trevor Watson for being the 
Quiz Master. And who won ... well it had to be the team that 
cheated the most, the Birthday Beavers. Their paper tower 
was actually a team member wrapped in newspaper and their 
knitting was 20 stitches at the beginning and end and just 
four wide in the middle. They deserved the winning medals 
for sheer cheek and ingenuity! Thanks for your support if 
you came along, we raised £432 to share between our two 
worthy causes. 

Still time to support Funky 
Flowers for St Frances
THERE is still time to support Jenny and Kim on their 26 
mile walk for the Hospice of St Frances in Berkhamsted. 
Just add a £1 flower the display at the Farm Shop. Thanks to 
everyone who has already put one on the display - it's very 
pretty! 

Friends of Ashridge events
TWO events are scheduled for June.  Everyone welcome.

On 8th June at 7pm: Walks and talks - ‘Historic Parkland 
Wood’.  To book call 01442 851227.
On 15th June at 2pm: Gentle stroll - Ivinghoe Beacon. 
Enquiries to 01442 851227.
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Support your local artists
Bucks Open Studios  17 June - 2 July 2006

ARTISTS throughout Bucks (and some across the border) 
will be opening their studios to the public for 2 weeks.  Wil-
stone has no less than three participating artists making an 
outing there particularly worthwhile.  They are:

Phil Madley at 50, Tring Road, Wilstone
Penny Goddard at 10, Grange Road, Wilstone
Sara Wickenden at 1, The Green, Wilstone Green.

Phil Madley specialises in encaustic wax.  He uses a hot 
iron, paint stripper and other heat tools to create unbeliev-
able paintings with colour, depth and meaning.  He sells his 
paintings at exhibitions throughout Herts and Bucks and 
demonstrates regularly around the country.  This is the ideal 
time to meet the artist, view his paintings and find out 
where he gets his inspiration.  Everybody is welcome and 
entry is free, so pop along and have a look - a real visual 
experience not to be missed.  Phil also has Open Studios 
brochures available if you are interested in visiting other 
exhibitors in the area.

Cricket club’s open invitation 
to all local organisations
Long Marston Cricket Club is holding its annual 6-a-side 
cricket tournament on Sunday 2nd July (10am to 7pm). 
Long Marston Village are fielding 2 sides this year as well 
as there being a Long Marston Tennis Club team. The club 
would like to invite, free of charge, any local organisation 
to attend at the club any time during the day for the pur-
poses of promoting your group activity, by perhaps setting 
up a stall to sell books or cakes or any other idea. Any 
money taken to be kept by the organisation. Your presence 
just adding to the sucesss of the day. If you are interested 
please contact the organiser John Roberts, telephone 
01296 662835. 

Morris men at the Half Moon
Whitchurch Morris men will be making one of  their regular 
visits to the Half Moon, Wilstone, on Sunday 2nd July.  
Usually accompanied by guest dancers, they will be demon-
strating their ancient art over the lunch period.

Caption competition?
Go to page 11 to see the winning entry which scooped the 
£10 cash prize!

Food served
12 noon - 9pm Monday to Saturday

Sunday Lunch  12 noon to 5pm

Tapas Menu
Monday & Tuesday 

Evenings

Live music
Sat 3rd June        Sat 17th June
Tetra Tum         Dr 8 Ball

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

6GD�

3TDDMR�*D@C
Long Marston

News from All Saints

SATURDAY 27th May - By the time you read this our val-
iant group of walkers will be either preparing themselves, 
plodding the footpaths or resting the weary legs having 
managed to get round the Aylesbury Ring. If you would 
still like to sponsor or pledge a donation please contact 
Chris Nightingale  on 01296 661801 or email 
night@astrope.fsnet.co.uk. 

Our next fund raising event will be serving REFRESH-
MENTS at the Marsworth Steam Rally on Sunday 18th

June. We would appreciate donations of money or cakes, 
biscuits etc to help us with this all day event. Could you 
spare an hour or two on the day? All offers of help are very 
welcome - contact Carole on 01296 668526.

Editor gets supporting role 
with Russian accordion star
VILLAGE NEWS editor Phil Buchi has landed a small part 
with the Marion Burch accordion group when they support 
the concert given in Long Marston by international accor-
dion star Alexander Korbakov on Saturday 1st July.   Full 
details are on page 11.  This will be your only chance to see 
Phil play at a major musical event.  Don’t miss it!
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THE PUTTENHAM TRUST  invites you to a

‘ROYAL’ GARDEN PARTY
Celebrating Her Majesty’s 80th Birthday in the garden of

THE OLD RECTORY, PUTTENHAM
(by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. T. Wass)

from 2.30 p.m. - SATURDAY, 10TH JUNE
Live entertainment with

The Aylesbury Quartet, The Jolly Jazzers and “A.C.E.”

Full Afternoon Tea - Croquet - Boules
“Live” wooden horse races - “Play your Cards Right” - Raffle

(Dress Code - Why not dress for a ‘Royal’ Garden Party)

Tickets:  £6 Adult - £3 Children
Tel:  01296 668337 (may divert)

THE  PUTTENHAM  TRUST

FAMILY  GAMES
SUNDAY, 2ND JULY from 1 P.M.

In OAKLEY HOUSE PADDOCK

8 “SPORTS”
YOUR CHANCE TO BE A ‘CHAMPION’

AND WIN A ‘GOLD’ MEDAL
B.B.Q. - TEAS - TOMBOLA - PRODUCE STALL
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The Village News team need
an additional volunteer

Proof Reader
to help the editors get it right!

The proof reader is a vital part of the team and 
makes a huge contribution to reader enjoyment by 

spotting those errors that would spoil the magazine. 
You don’t have to be an expert, an eye for what’s not  

right is what’s needed.  The work is done on the 
Sunday afternoon prior to publication and takes 

about 2 hours. A second proof reader would help us 
cover holiday absences for 3 or 4 editions per year. 
If you can help, call Phil Buchi on 01442 890599.

Blue Peter films at Tring School      by Max Baiden

TRING SCHOOL’S Year 8 boys football squad had the 
privilege of being filmed with Zoe Salmon (Blue Peter pre-
senter) and Graham Poll for a World Cup feature for Blue 
Peter, to be shown on June 21st.  As the only English referee 
going to the World Cup, Graham was interviewed by Zoe 
and then had the task of teaching her to referee a match.  
With Graham being a Tring resident, FIFA telephoned the 
school to “borrow” a team.  It was a beautiful sunny after-
noon and the BBC camera team turned up much to every-
one’s excitement.  After the “match” each member of the 
team was asked a question which was filmed although it 
will be a surprise to see who actually speaks on TV. 

Everyone is looking forward to seeing the programme.

Tractor marathon for Terry
TRACTOR mad Terry Pope is planning a tractor marathon 
from John O’Groats to Land’s End.  This latest mission 
involves driving a 1960 vintage Ford Dexta tractor.  Terry 
is a self confessed tractlodyte, which is an eccentric person 
who travels long distances on historic tractors. The inten-
tion is to support mental health charity ‘Mind’ and highlight 
the issue of mental health in urban, rural and farming com-
munities.  

You can sponsor him on the website www.justgiving.com/
terrypope or call him on 01993 844118.

/RQJ�0DUVWRQ�DQG�3XWWHQKDP�+RUWLFXOWXUDO�6RFLHW\

0LGVXPPHU�5DPEOH
&RPH�DQG�MRLQ�XV�IRU�D�UDPEOH�WKURXJK�

RXU�ORFDO�FRXQWU\VLGH�RQ
6DWXUGD\���WK -XQH

:H�ZLOO�VWDUW�LQ�/RQJ�0DUVWRQ��ZDON�WR�D�YHQXH�IRU�
OXQFK�WKHQ�ZDON�EDFN�WR�RXU�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW��3OHDVH�
ZDWFK�RXW�IRU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV�RI�WLPH�DQG�PHHWLQJ�
SODFH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�SRVWHG�RQ�ORFDO�QRWLFH�ERDUGV .

0DULRQ�%XUFK�SUHVHQWV�DW�/RQJ�0DUVWRQ�YLOODJH�KDOO��LQ�DLG�RI�WKH�&KLOWHUQ�06�&HQWUH�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�DFFRUGLRQ�VWDU�$OH[DQGHU�.RUEDNRY�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�6WDWH�2UFKHVWUD

LQ�FRQFHUW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�0DULRQ�%XUFK�DFFRUGLRQ�JURXS�
6DWXUGD\��VW�-XO\�DW�����SP���7LFNHWV�RQO\����IURP�3KLO�%XFKL�������������
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

�'�%8,/',1*
6(59,&(6

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com
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Please sponsor Wilstone 
runner Nikki Burgess
for the High Wycombe Half Marathon -
in aid of Youth in Need, Tanzania.

AS many of you will know, I am a keen runner and you will 
often see me running round the villages, along the reser-
voirs, canals & local foot paths on a daily basis. 

My next little running goal is 
to complete the High Wy-
combe half marathon on 
Sunday 9 July, 2006. Al-
though I’ve done this dis-
tance before, I’ve not at-
tempted it in Wycombe, 
which has the small (!) chal-
lenge of Marlow Hill.

Needless to say, following a 
hard day at the office I will 
be heading straight for Mar-
low Hill just to prepare my-
self over the next couple of 
months! 

Having moved into Wilstone 
a little over a year ago, I 
have attended a number of 
local events raising money 
for the Youth in Need pro-
ject, enabling the lives of 

young people affected by poverty in Tanzania to be im-
proved. I have been impressed by the work of those in-
volved in promoting the relief of poverty, the advancement 
of education & preservation and protection of health care, 
of these vulnerable young people.

Please help me to help them by pledging on my sponsor-
ship form in the Half Moon or by dropping by at 14 The 
Mill, Wilstone. Thank You. Nikki Burgess.

Nikki passes a landmark in 
the 2005 London Marathon

International accordion star 
Alexander Korbakov to play 
in Long Marston concert

LEAD accordion 
player with the Rus-
sian State Orchestra 
Alexander Korbakov 
(pictured right) is to 
play a charity concert 
at the Long Marston 
village hall on Satur-
day 1st July.

This amazing oppor-
tunity to see a world 
class musician on our 
doorstep has been 
orchestrated by 
Marion Burch, a lo-
cal accordion teacher 
and an accomplished 
player herself.  
Marion is staging the 
concert in aid of the 
Chiltern’s Multiple 
Sclerosis Centre.

Alexander was born in Kamyshin on the River Volga in 
1962.  He studied music at the St Petersburg Conservatoire 
and continues to live and work in the city.  The programme 
is a mix of classical, popular and traditional music - but it is 
the virtuoso performance that is the main attraction.  This is 
an exciting concert by a performer of major significance for 
all music lovers - not just for accordion fans.  Marion Burch 
will also appear in the programme as a soloist, and with her 
accordion group with Richard, Jo, Phil and Kate. 

Tickets are only £7: from Phil Buchi, 01442 890599. 
The concert starts at 7.45pm. Don’t miss it!

Abba-fantastic show has
everyone shouting for more

YOU get to see some class acts these days at our local venues, and this 
Abba tribute show was no exception.  A new venture for Wilstone village 
hall committee, organiser Peter Kemp took a big step booking an act for 
which it was necessary to charge a ticket price of £15.  But there was no 
problem selling the tickets - and no wonder.  They were terrific, both as 
an Abba show and as a great band.  Seats were provided, but mostly they 
proved a hindrance to an audience which preferred to get up and dance.  
A great evening, more exercise than going to the gym and good value too.
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

7KH
&KDSHO�5RRP

:LOVWRQH
$�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�µ&U\VWDO�&OHDU¶�)DFLDOV�
$URPDWKHUDS\�DQG�6ZHGLVK�0DVVDJHV

+DQG�DQG�)RRW�WUHDWPHQWV
µ6W��7URSH]¶�WDQQLQJ

µ+LYH¶�ZD[LQJ
$�YDULHW\�RI�H\H�WUHDWPHQWV
*LIW�YRXFKHUV�DYDLODEOH

7DNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�D�����GLVFRXQW�
RII�\RXU�ILUVW�WUHDWPHQW

+HOHQ�/LVKPDQ
)XOO\��TXDOLILHG�

EHDXW\�WKHUDSLVW�DQG�DURPDWKHUDSLVW
��&KDSHO�)LHOGV��:LOVWRQH��7ULQJ�

+HUWIRUGVKLUH��+3����6/
7HO��������������

&KULV�*ULIILWKV
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

7HOHSKRQH�������������
0RELOH�������������

/RFDO�EXVLQHVV�IHDWXUH�� E\�)UDQ�)ORZHUGHZ��

From Champneys to The Chapel Room
SPRING seems to be the time to pamper yourself before 
your well earned holiday so I decided to do just that. I vis-
ited Helen Lishman, a fully qualified Beauty Therapist and 
Aromatherapist, who works from her home in Wilstone. I 
booked in for several treatments and I must say I enjoyed 
every moment. 

As soon as I walked into her beauty room I was struck by an 
air of peace and tranquillity. The room is decorated in white 
with a navy blue ceiling in which sits pretty little lights 
which are so subtle that, as you lie on the therapy table, you 
almost feel you are looking up at the stars. Helen covered me 
with a thick and cosy navy blue towel and with the gentle 
piped music, I thought I was in heaven!

Helen has lived in Wilstone for the past 19 years, originally 
occupying the house next to the Village shop but more re-
cently she moved to her lovely home in Chapel Fields. She 
has three children - Jack 17, George 14 and Holly 11, and 

her husband, Mike, runs two Mercedes dealerships. Helen 
decided to train as a Beauty Therapist in 2003 in Aylesbury 

(Continued on page 13)

Helen Lishman at The Chapel Room
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FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

/LQOH\%HDXW\�&OLQLF

/HVOH\�-��6SULQJ�������������

)DFLDO�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ�0DNH�8S��:D[LQJ��0DVVDJH��&OHDQVLQJ�7UHDWPHQWV�� (\H� /DVK� 	�
%URZ�7LQWLQJ�HWF�
%RG\�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ� ,QGLDQ� +HDG� 0DVVDJH�� %DFN�1HFN� DQG� 6KRXOGHU� DQG� )XOO� %RG\�
0DVVDJHV�
+DQG�	�)RRW�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ�0DQLFXUHV��3HGLFXUHV��0DVVDJH��1DLO�([WHQVLRQV�HWF�

(OHFWURO\VLV�DQG�:D[LQJ�7UHDWPHQWV
$OVR�7RS�WR�7RH�7UHDWPHQWVDQG�́ :HGGLQJ�'D\�6SHFLDOµ

/RQJ�0DUVWRQ/LQOH\%HDXW\�&OLQLF

/HVOH\�-��6SULQJ�������������

)DFLDO�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ�0DNH�8S��:D[LQJ��0DVVDJH��&OHDQVLQJ�7UHDWPHQWV�� (\H� /DVK� 	�
%URZ�7LQWLQJ�HWF�
%RG\�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ� ,QGLDQ� +HDG� 0DVVDJH�� %DFN�1HFN� DQG� 6KRXOGHU� DQG� )XOO� %RG\�
0DVVDJHV�
+DQG�	�)RRW�7UHDWPHQWV
,QFOXGLQJ�0DQLFXUHV��3HGLFXUHV��0DVVDJH��1DLO�([WHQVLRQV�HWF�

(OHFWURO\VLV�DQG�:D[LQJ�7UHDWPHQWV
$OVR�7RS�WR�7RH�7UHDWPHQWVDQG�́ :HGGLQJ�'D\�6SHFLDOµ

/RQJ�0DUVWRQ

and her first job was at Champneys. During her time there, 
she began setting up her own business by converting one of 
the garages. 

She offers a range of treatments - beautiful facials suitable 
for all skin types and ages, massages including aromather-
apy full body, back, neck and shoulders, and Swedish deep 
tissue massage. She also does hand treatments covering nail 
diagnosis, treatment formula and advice on nail mainte-
nance. Lovely manicures including gems, and pedicures 
too. Waxing and eye treatments such as eyebrow shaping 
and tinting, and eyelash tinting too. Finally she offers San 
Tropez tanning which is a safe and natural looking tan treat-
ment which lasts 5/7 days.

First of all I decided on the full body massage to ease away 
my aches and pains. It lasted an hour and was gorgeous. I 
then tried a facial which included a head massage which 
was so relaxing and made my skin feel lovely afterwards. A 
pedicure with a choice of lovely Jessica nail polish colours, 
followed by a San Tropez tan which gave me a great start to 
my weekend away in Cornwall!

Oh and by the way there are a couple more advantages of 
visiting a beauty therapist in Wilstone. There are no parking 
problems and after a facial you don't have the embarrass-
ment of walking through a town centre with your face as 
shiny as glass and your hair covered in oil!! 

(Continued from page 12)

LM School: Friends Draw result
1st Prize £15 Ticket No: 17 Name: Alison Munt

2nd Prize £10 Ticket No: 57 Name: Maggi Taylor
It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!
Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced 
subscription is available if you join during the year. All 
proceeds help our village schoolchildren.
There are 2 prizes of £15 and £10 per month for 10 months 
plus Jackpot prizes of £50 in July and December.

Ring the school (01296 668386) if you wish to join.

May’s caption competition 
£10 winner!

Customers:  “We’re in training for the 2012 Olympics”.
Barman: “Oh? I’d heard Sumo wrestling is one of the 
new Olympic sports”.

THE winner of the caption competition featuring a scene 
from the recent ballroom dancing event at Wilstone is 
Abby Fermont.  She gets the £10 cash prize, and her caption 
is below.  Our thanks too to the good sports in the picture!
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3DULVK�&RXQFLO�QHZV����

0LNH�	�'LDQH�$UPVRQ�KDYH�QRZ�KDG�WKH�DQWLTXHV�
VKRS�LQ�:LOVWRQH�IRU����\HDUV��DQG�DUH�DOZD\V�KDSS\�
WR�DGYLVH�RU�KHOS�DQ\RQH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EX\LQJ�RU�

VHOOLQJ�DQWLTXHV��7R�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�SKRQH
�������������RU��������������
DUPVRQDQWLTXHV#LF���QHW

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
ZZZ�DUPVRQDQWLTXHV�FRP

:H�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVHV��EXW�WR�YLHZ�WKH�
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Officers elected for 2006
AT the Parish Council AGM, which preceded the monthly 
meeting on 17th May, Cllr Mike Tomlinson was re-elected 
chairman for a second year, and Cllr Chris Griffiths was re-
elected vice-chairman.  Cllr Abby Fermont also continues as 
chairman of planning.

Highway hopes
Cllr Nick Murrell has again met with Herts Highways Area 
engineer Alex Hayward and some of the requested pot hole 
filling has now been carried out.  Cllr Murrell has extracted 
an offer to undertake repairs in Luke’s Lane, Cheddington 
Lane and at the Thistlebrook boundary bridge in June.  Like 
local residents - he is waiting to see if these offers can be 
turned into hard asphalt.

Alex Hayward has been shown the dangerous congestion 
caused outside Long Marston school each day by the school 
bus pick up.  The Area Engineer agreed it was unsatisfac-
tory, but it was difficult to see what could be done in prac-
tice to improve things - as space for the bus cannot be cre-
ated out of thin air.  Any (practical and polite) suggestions?

The council will continue to seek a solution together with 
Highways and the Herts County Council school transport 
department. PC Tom Evans, the new community police offi-
cer, said that officers would be visiting schools during the 
afternoon school-run and would be issuing official warnings 
for obstruction if cars were parked irresponsibly. 

More obstructions
A number of residents had complained about inconsiderate 
parking which had blocked the Cheddington Lane junction 
during a music event at the Queen’s Head on the May Day 
bank holiday.  Councillors said that they had no wish to 
dampen people’s enjoyment, but there was a need to park 
sensibly.  There will be a police presence at the next event to 
check on obstructions.  There had also been complaints 
about the noise level, but these had to be taken directly to 
Dacorum Council by those affected.   The Parish Council is 
unable to act on noise complaints.

... and Raves?
Speaking of which, there have apparently been not one but 
two raves in the area recently.  One can’t have been up to 
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E\�3KLO�%XFKL��

%HUNKDPVWHG�&DUSHW�&OHDQLQJ�/WG
&DUSHWV�� 2ULHQWDO�5XJV�� 8SKROVWHU\

+LJK�TXDOLW\�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHUYLFH
GRPHVWLF�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO

H[FHOOHQW�YDOXH����IXOO\�LQVXUHG
IUHH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�DQG�TXRWH

UHIHUHQFHV�DYDLODEOH

32�%R[�����%HUNKDPVWHG�+HUWV�+3���=4
7HO����������������0RE��������������

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC        
Aluminium      Secondary   Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

much, as one Councillor living close to the site had slept 
soundly through it, but the second - near Aston Clinton -
had been a serious nuisance.  Police were called to both.

Affordable housing
Councillors discussed the recent report from the Rural 
Housing Trust and agreed to proceed with further investiga-
tions.  A full report on this item is on pages 26 and 27.

67 airfield objections
Though the concrete crushing had stopped, residents were 
concerned that large quantities of building supplies were 
being delivered to the site.  A barrage of 67 objections had 
been registered to the recent planning applications.  A new 
application to increase vehicle movements form 12 to 50 
per day had also been lodged with Bucks County Council.
Application reference 06/20002/AWD by Euro Demolition 
Services, Unit F, Airfield Industrial Estate is open for pub-
lic consultation until 2nd June.  Objections can be registered 
by email to dcplanning@buckscc.gov.uk 



Village News

P a g e  1 6 J u n e  2 0 0 6

LAST month we asked if anyone knew why Private Robert 
Frederick Winter was buried in the cemetery at Wilstone 
though his name is inscribed on the war memorial at Aston 
Clinton, where his family lived.  Reader Mrs Vera Rance put 
us in touch with Mrs Betty Evett who is Robert Winter’s 
sister.  I went to see her at her home in Aston Clinton, and 
she told the story of her family and of her brother Robert.

The Winter’s came to Aston Clinton from Baldock in 1935 
when her father, Frederick - a grocer - set up the shop there.  
Robert was age 12 at the time of the move, and Betty was 
just 6 years old.  He went to Aylesbury Grammar School and 
then into the family grocery business on leaving school.  His 
real passion though was mechanical things - bikes, engines, 
cars.  He built his own bikes and would cycle long distances 
around the counties.  Any opportunity to tinker with cars and 
engines would be seized upon.  He once built a soap-box cart 
for Betty, which went so fast it frightened the life out of her. 
Robert thought this was great fun, and Betty remembers her 
brother as a fun person with a great sense of humour.  They 
had a close link with Wilstone as, coincidentally, their aunt 
and uncle moved to Wilstone and owned the village shop 
there.  Horace and Alice Stansfield are still well remembered 

names in the area from their 
days running the Wilstone 
shop.   On retiring in 1947 
the Stansfields moved to 
Tringford, and were very 
active in the community.  
Horace was Chairman of the 
Parish Council, and Alice 
President of the WI.

In 1942, age 19,  Robert was 
called up into the army and 
posted to 1st Battalion, the 
Oxfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire Light Infantry.  In 
1944 the battalion was sent to 
France to re-enforce the re-

cent D-Day landings (6th June).   Shortly afterwards, fight-
ing near Caen, he was hit by two bullets.  His wallet stopped 
the first one, but  he was not so fortunate with the second, 
which badly wounded him.  Robert was flown back to the 
UK by the Royal Canadian Air Force, and taken to a military 
hospital in Wales where he died from his wounds on 9th 
August 1944.  The photo was taken in 1944 by an army 
comrade, who gave it to Betty after the war.  

(Continued on page 17)

Robert Winter, 21, photographed in France shortly 
before he was wounded.  Picture courtesy of Mrs Betty Evett.

Private Robert Winter remembered
by Phil Buchi

Long Marston 1914-18

George Badrick
Walter Jesse Chapman

Harry Chappin
James Chappin

William Ernest Clarke
Harry Gregory

James William Ives
Albert Wallis
Joseph Wallis

Walter Winfield

Wilstone 1914-18

Charles Badrick
Walter Cartwright

Alfred Coker
William Henry Dover

Walter James Reeve Foskett
Ernest James Goodson

Frank John Payne
Arthur Proctor
Jesse Rodwell

Long Marston 1939-45

Eric Walter Winfield

Remembering the men of these 
villages who also gave their lives 

for their country, and whose names 
are inscribed on the war memorials.

Mrs Betty Evett
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Following the article on Robert Winter and the Wilstone war 
memorial last month, local historian Dick Gomm has 
provided us with this background story.

ON May 13th 1919 a public meeting was held in the School 
Room to consider “what could be done in the way of a last-
ing memorial to those nine members of the community who 
laid down their lives in the service of their country”.

The general opinion was for the purchase of a piece of land 
to serve the village youth as a recreation ground, and a com-
mittee was formed under Mr Percy Mead of Gubblecote 
Farm (P.E. Mead) who was then chairman.  From this meet-
ing it was agreed that Mr Carr, Lord Rothschild’s agent, 
should be approached for a suitable plot.  But by October it 
was learned that the land in question could only be sold for 
£60 per acre, and it was felt that the sum could never be 
raised.  In September 1920, a new proposition was put for-
ward, probably influenced by the actions of villages around, 
that a memorial cross be placed on the village green.

Within days permission was granted by Herts County Coun-
cil and estimates were obtained - the whole project costing 
£133 (a large sum when fund 
raising efforts had succeeded 
in raising only £60.)  How-
ever with £60 in hand Mr 
Hobbs, stone mason of Tring, 
was asked to commence the 
work, to be of Cornish gran-
ite.  A large Derbyshire stone, 
to be used as the base for the 
cross, which had originally 
supported the swing bridge 
across the Wendover Arm, 
was begged from the canal 
company.  The company were 
pleased to present the stone, 
on the understanding that 
they were to be put to no ex-
pense in moving it.  Being in 
a very awkward position, this 
presented some problems, but 
Mr Mead collected a large 
number of volunteers who 
manhandled the stone into 
the village and prepared the 

site.  Mr Mead also paid for the dressing of the stone and 
half of the outside labour costs, a sum of £41 which included 
iron railings (made by J W Wood and Son at the iron foun-
dry at Berkhamsted.).

And so on October 2nd, 1921, Captain G M Brown of Tring 
performed the unveiling ceremony before a large crowd of 
ex-servicemen and villagers.  The Rev’d H M Rowdon 
(Vicar of Long Marston) assisted by the Rev’d Riecart 
(Curate in charge of St Cross) conducted the service.  Also 
present was the Rev’d F G Kemp, Baptist Minister from 
New Mill, who wore a Chaplain’s uniform with the rank of 
Major.  The prayers were said by Mr Arthur Bagnall from 
Tring representing Wilstone Baptist Chapel.  The Long Mar-
ston brass band, under their conductor Mr J Prothero sup-
plied music for the occasion and, with members of the RAF 
Halton band, sounded the Last Post and Reveille.  Services 
of Remembrance continue to be held at the memorial each 
year.

In all, 62 Wilstone men served with the armed forces, nine 
men failing to return.  In Long Marston ten men gave their 
lives.  Puttenham was more fortunate, as those who went to 

The dedication of the Wilstone war memorial on 2nd October 1921.  An amazingly large 
crowd of villagers and ex-servicemen obscure all but the top of the granite cross.

Picture courtesy of Dick Gomm.

And the memorial story  by Dick Gomm

The family decided he should be buried in Wilstone ceme-
tery where his grandmother, Elizabeth Knowles, had been 
buried only the year before.  

Betty did not go into the family business though. She went to 

work for a bank in Aylesbury.  She married a local farmer, 
Don Evett, and farmed at College Farm, Aston Clinton 
where they live today - though now their two sons do most 
of the farming.  
Our thanks to her for telling us the story of her brother so 
that we have a glimpse of the person whose name is re-
corded on the war grave headstone. 

Private Robert Winter remembered (Continued from page 16)
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LAST month I was talking about Harrages, a 12 acre field 
with a stream and footpath along its north east boundary.  
Across the north west hedge is a 6 acre grass field with the 
lane running along its north west side.  
This field was divided in two by an 
open ditch with trees and pond.  In the 
1960s with youthful enthusiasm we 
hired Mr Choake to lay a new pipe and 
the old ditch was filled in.  I suppose 
this work would be frowned upon to-
day.  Needing plans in triplicate 
with a gentleman worrying about 
the lesser spotted tree bat.  I joke 
of course.  In the north end of this 
field is a moat.  Did Mr. Harrage 
live in the protected middle?  Be-
tween the moat and the stream 
was a rectangular pond about 40 
yards long, obviously man made, 
but why? What about carp Farm-
ing?  By damming the stream it could be filled and emptied 
to assist catching.  As a dare a cousin and I swam the length 
of it, we were about 10. I still remember the odd bits of 
whatever brushing past, giant toe-biters at least. This pond 
has been filled in but the moat still has water, full at the mo-
ment, and once stocked with crayfish.

An acre at the south end was cultivated and planted with 
lettuce.  My uncle Duncan drilled and harvested the crop 
selling to the Tring wholesaler, Norman Webb.  To increase 

sales he sold some at his garden gate at Highover and then a 
table appeared  by the road where the farm shop is now.  
This was happening in the early 1960s. 

Across the road from Highover was Chedding-
ton Airfield.  Close to the house was a concrete 
apron where planes would test their engines 
while waiting for takeoff.  This conveniently 
rocked the pram containing baby cousin. 

My first memories of the grass field con-
cerned Sunday tea.  We would have bread 
thinly cut with butter and homemade jam, 
numerous cakes and tea served from a 
silver teapot.  There was a clock on the 
mantelpiece which when “tweeked” 
would make a loud clanking made funnier 

with my Grandmas’s disapproval.  After 
tea we would walk down the meadows 
with all the dogs.  In the winter we would 

look for walnuts, the grown-ups swinging bits of wood up 
into the branches.  One walnut tree is still there. 

At certain times of the year a lone gypsy would make camp 
at the north end of the lane.  When cleaning out the ditch this 
winter we found bits of an old iron cooking pot. 

I’m still going down this meadow.  Every morning I check 
the dozen Aberdeen Angus steers.  The dogs come with me.  
This small meadow has lots of memories. 

Giant toe-biters and carp farming?

Some of the possible giant toe-biters which 
could have been encountered in the moat.

MONTH BY MONTH : May 

by Eileen Doley

INTERNATIONALLY this is such a busy month with Den-
mark, Iceland, Italy, Sweden, Portugal and Russia, among 
others, celebrating their National or Independence Day, and 
surely we’ll all cut exhaust emissions by having the tyres on 
our bikes pumped up ready for World Environment Day.

The sporting elite will welcome the return of Royal Ascot to 
its Berkshire home after its brief outing last year at York, 
and they will naturally also support Henley Royal Regatta.  
Then there’s the start of Wimbledon at the end of this month 
when tennis stars and tearjerker Brits slug it out on court for 
the glory of competition of course, not the prize money, and 
corporate hospitality inevitably wins the day.  

With her June Official Birthday QEII has her second bout of 
natal celebrations in as many months, no doubt also reflects 
on her crowning 53 years ago, and just cannot believe that 
Coronation Chicken still turns up on the menu at buffets.

Religions have an omelette of celebrations to share - Sha-
vuot, Whitsun, Pentecost and Corpus Christi - and greetings 
card companies still can’t credit their luck at the continued 
malarkey known as Fathers’ Day.

Worry not about the plethora of signs announcing LIVE 
PLASMA SCREENS around the countryside.  This is not a 
check on would-be blood donors, just a chance to watch an-
other Football World Cup on pub TV.  England actually 
qualified to have an initial rough and tumble with Paraguay, 
Trinidad & Tobago and Sweden and no doubt, if our foot-
ballers themselves fail, their supporters will put the boot in 
somewhere around Frankfurt, Nuremburg or Cologne.
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CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250
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Phone or fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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IN 1927 journalist and writer H V Morton set out from his 
home in London in a tiny blue Austin car on an extensive 
journey “In search of England”.  Writing in the decade fol-
lowing the First World War, he - and others at the time - felt 
that the ‘old’ England was rapidly disappearing.  He was 
anxious both to discover England for 
himself and record the things he 
found before they were swept away.   
His book of that name published the 
same year was a runaway bestseller.  
Demand took the publishers by sur-
prise and they could not print copies 
fast enough.  It ran to 5 editions 
within the first year.  Morton cap-
tured the public’s imagination and 
even today it is a great read.  (Though 
long out of print it is quite easy to 
find in second-hand bookshops and 
libraries; my copy cost just a few 
pounds.)

In his first chapter, Morton leaves the 
suburbs of London behind, and trav-
els into the woodlands of  rural Berk-
shire, not that far from here.  There he 
meets William Lailey, a bowl-turner, 
working deep in the woods at a ram-
shackle workshop.  Morton’s descrip-
tion of this workshop painted a vivid 
picture for me when I first read the 
book some years ago.  He describes stepping back in time 
eight hundred years to see an ancient pole lathe, unchanged 
since Saxon times - and possibly similar to those used in 
Ancient Egypt.  The lathe was powered by a bent young 
alder sapling, harnessed with ropes and pulleys to turn the 
piece of elm which was  been 
made into a “treen” bowl. 

In 1999, TV historian Professor 
Michael Wood deliberately used 
Morton’s title for a book of his 
own, in which he also researched 
this remarkable encounter with 
William Lailey.  Astonishingly, 
Mr Lailey continued working until 
the 1950’s.  When he died in 1958 
age 90, the workshop was docu-
mented and dismantled by histori-
ans and the lathe is in the Reading 
Museum of Rural Life.  Wood’s 
researches confirm that Morton 
was right.  There is clear evidence 
of continuous woodworking activ-
ity at the site back at least to 

Saxon times; the hut was of a design introduced in the 5th 
century; the pole lathe was no different from those used in 
the Iron Age; and the Lailey family had probably been in the 
trade for hundreds of years.  Considered something of a relic 
50 years ago, surely all these rural crafts are long gone?  

Well not entirely.

H V Morton would have been delighted 
to attend the ‘Woods at Work’ event in 
Wendover Woods.  (‘At last he gets to 
the point,’ I hear you cry.) Organised by 
the Chiltern Woodlands Project, the 
day’s activities were designed to show us 
how woodland is managed today and 
some of the traditional crafts and trades 
associated with the local woods.  I 
thought this might just involve some edu-
cational demonstrations by preservation 
and historical societies, but to my sur-
prise there were ‘real’ tradesmen there 
too - albeit some of them long retired.  
As I talked to a retired tent peg maker, 
who had been apprenticed into the trade 
over 50 years ago, I had the same feeling 
of awe that Morton experienced in 1927.  
Surely this gentleman must be the last 
tent pegger in England?  But apparently 
not.  There is still a demand for hand-
made wooden tent pegs because ma-
chine-cut pegs are not as robust, and 

metal pegs rust and are heavy to carry.  The secret is in the 
grain.  A machine cuts through the grain reducing the natural 
strength of the wood.  The peg maker splits the wood with-
out disturbing the natural grain, and finishes it by hand with 
a knife to use the grain present in the individual piece.  The 

bench-vice used looks as old as 
the woods themselves, and may be 
older!  Peggers would be on piece 
work and be expected to make 
3,000 9-inch pegs during a 6 day 
week.  During the 1939-45 war, 
the army bought 10 million of 
these wooden pegs!

Basket and broom makers, also 
the real McCoy showed their 
trades, and a woodsman was keen 
to explain the difference between 
his trade and ‘forestry’.  The lat-
ter, he said, is merely planting 
saplings and coming back later 
with a truck to take away the trees.  
A Woodsman on the other hand 

(Continued on page 21)

In search of England - in Wendover Woods
by our countryside correspondent

The ancient pole lathe being used to turn 
a chair leg - the trade of the bodger.

Making a broom handle with a drawing knife.  
Tent peggers used a similar bench adapted for 
their trade.  The feet operate the vice jaws.



Village News

P a g e  2 1 J u n e  2 0 0 6

5HYLHZHG E\�5HEHFFD�:DVV���

learns during his apprenticeship about cultivating and man-
aging the forest, and also how to turn the tree into a useable 
product before it leaves the woods.  So he also learns the 
craft skills associated with felling and sawing  the timber, 
and shaping it into its final form on site.

And yes - there was the pole lathe - exactly as I pictured it 
when I read H V Morton’s book years ago.  Though here 
employed for turning chair parts, a local woodland industry 
which supplied the factories of High Wycombe with parts.  
This work was carried out by bodgers (in fact a highly 
skilled trade whose name has been taken in vain) who 
worked on site next to the trees they were using.  The dem-
onstration was fantastic.  Using green wood from a tree cut 
down that morning, the pole lathe operator turned a chair leg 
in 3 minutes.  He said that the best bodgers would manage 
three in that time.  A whole chair was made and assembled 
in front of us in about 15 minutes - you would not have be-
lieved it possible.  A great event from the Chiltern Woolands 
Project. I saw it advertised in Village News. Morton would 
have liked it too.

Treen: made of wood. From Old English treow; meaning 
‘tree’ or ‘wood’

In Search of England, H V Morton, published by Methuen, 
1927 (out of print).
In Search of England, Michael Wood, published by Viking, 
1999, ISBN 0-670-86184-7.

(Continued from page 20)

Professional basket maker Mathew Lewis at work 
using Somerset willow grown for the purpose. The 
curve of the basket is achieved by eye. 
(Appleton Baskets, 01865 711459)    Pictures: Village News

Festival at the Queen’s Head!

On Monday 1st May, a series of fantastic bands took to the 
stage at the Long Marston local, ‘The Queen’s Head’. The 
day was supported by a large turnout, mostly made up of 
hardcore Cerberus fans! The weather held up for most of the 
event, and the hog roast went down a treat.

The most memorable act of the day had to be Cerberus 
(named after a three headed dog in Greek Mythology); and 
this was because of the sheer amount of energy the band 
maintained throughout their set. Aided by a wireless guitar 
system, the band charged around the stage (and the seating 
area) playing an incredible range of old school rock covers, 
including Black Sabbath, Led Zeppelin and ‘Badge’ by 
Cream. Cerberus should be proud of their bassist, Alan, who 
showed he could play anything, and play it well, when he 
joined forces with the blues band ‘Kirwin’ when they were 
short of a bass player.

The event also showcased some of the younger talent in the 
area. ‘Dr 8 Ball’ - above, right - a ska/rock band who also 

brought their own 
following to the 
venue, had everyone 
up dancing to their 
happy tunes. They 
are a great live band, 
although they tend to 
spend more time 
chatting then actually 
playing. They are 
playing again at the 
Queen’s Head in 
June. Other bands 
included, ‘The Last Hurrah’, and ‘Fifth Element’ who also 
performed well and kept the crowd happy. The festival 
wasn’t the only gig at the Queen’s Head this month. On Sat-
urday 22nd April, Over Easy, a sort of Indie-Pop-Rock 
sound, played a blend of popular covers. 

Thanks to the people at the Queen’s Head for hosting such a 
fantastic bank holiday event; and as usual, check 
www.lemonrock.com for events in the local area.
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New for 2006!

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

THIS month can be a busy time on the garden with the 
warmer weather and odd showers the weeds will soon out 
strip the crops unless you keep on top of them. For small 
plants like carrots and beetroot, you just have to get down to 
it and hand weed the rows, thinning out if required at the 
same time. Unless you want show quality produce I would-
n’t over thin at this time, wait a few weeks and you then pull 
some of the smaller roots and use them!  Finish off by pull-
ing a draw hoe or the like between the rows. For non-root 
crops, like spinach chard and green stuff you can thin and 
transplant to fill in any gaps in the row. It would err on side 
of caution and not thin out the full growing distances just 
yet. Keep planting short rows of radish  and salad leaf every 
two or three weeks, for a continuous cropping. 

This year we have been very lucky with virtually no late 
frosts, so it should be fairly safe now to put out most plants. 
I have taken a risk and put out my pre grown Climbing 
French and Runner beans also outdoor  ‘Alicante’ tomatoes  
If you have bought plants or they come from a green house 
remember to keep a them in a sheltered spot for a few days 
to harden them off a bit before planting out. The wind can do 
a lot of damage to tender young shoots as you may have 
found out last night. Thursday night found out.  It should 
have been a good test for my self supporting peas, a couple 
of years ago I lost most of my sweetcorn in a late July storm 
and that was in what I thought was a well protected spot. A 
few canes and a reel of twine can be a good investment.

My other experiment this year is a patio 
potato box, this a wooden box about 18x 
18 and 30 inches in height. The general 
idea is you put the potatoes in layers, I’ve 
used 4 in each layer covered them with a 
good compost, I’ve used a fairly light mix 
with plenty of leaf mould to avoid it com-
pacting down too much. As soon as the 
first layer comes through you add another 
layer, I have stopped at three layers. To get at the tubers I’ve 
put in removable panels at front of the box, so I should be 
able to poke around and ‘pick’ my spuds as opposed to dig-
ging up the whole root! I remember reading about this idea a 
couple of years ago and the claim was for very high yields.  
Anyway that’s the theory and I’ll let you know how it goes.

You need to start thinking about late crops like Leeks and 
Sprouting Brocoli, you can buy leek plants later on or get a 
packet of seeds now and put then in large pot or a short row 
in the garden, they won’t need planting out until August or 
September. Produce like early potatoes, onions, garlic will be 
harvested by that time so you will free up some space for 
your winter veg. I remember years ago many used plant 
sprout and cabbages and the like between the rows of pota-
toes. It was a good space saver as both need around 24 inches 
between rows and I think the potatoes gave some protection 
to young plants, but you had to be a bit careful when digging 
up the spuds.   

Grow your own by Fred Planter
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales � *RRG�)RRG�� &KLOGUHQ¶V�0HQX
Children’s Play Area � 3DWLR�� &DU�3DUN

�RII�WKH�%����
QHDU�7ULQJ�DQG�
$VWRQ�&OLQWRQ�

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

IMAGINE the scene: a sunny Saturday afternoon, the birds 
singing, the air vibrant with excitement and promise, a few 
tears, a few envious looks from those not so lucky, and the 
bride and groom the centre of attention with eyes for no one 
except each other. In other words a traditional wedding with 
rings, vows, guests and reception, the best that money can 
buy.

Tradition gets into our 
blood and no more so 
than with regard to 
weddings. If you have 
been to the wedding 
fair in London, you 
will have been encour-
aged to spend a for-
tune in order to make 
the day one to remem-
ber. But why is it one 
to remember? What is 
it about the traditional 
wedding in church that 
is still so dramatic and 
appealing?

Fashion changes but 
few of us are aware of 
the deep significance 
of what we do. The 
word "wedding" itself 
comes from an old English word meaning "to pledge, or 
covenant, to do something"- and that's the heart of the mat-
ter. Like it or not, God is at the heart of weddings. For the 
word covenant means a most holy and unbreakable agree-
ment, with blessings for keeping it and dire consequences 
for breaking it. 

Originally described in the Bible, when God made cove-
nants with Abraham and later with Moses, there is symbol-
ism attached to the rituals of making a covenant which are 
common to all cultures, not just Christianity. There are the 
promises made and gifts given and received, witnesses to 
those promises, an outward sign or symbol to remind the 
covenant partners of their promise and the whole thing 
sealed by sacrifice which by nature entails killing an ani-
mal, dividing it and the covenant partners walking between 
the pieces of flesh and asking that God would treat them as 
they had treated the sacrificial animal if they broke the 
covenant. This aspect, so abhorrent in our culture is still 
acted out in the wedding service today.

Let me bring you back in your imagination to that warm 
spring day, a day of celebration, with the knowledge that 
you are doing something hugely joyful, exciting and full of 
promise: the bride and groom have made their decision, the 
date has been set, gifts have been received, and the guests 
have arrived in their slightly muted finery, seated on either 

the "bride's" or the "groom's" side of the church. The vicar 
calls to mind the importance of the promises that are about 
to be made, reminding the couple of the seriousness of the 
commitment they are about to make to each other. The 
rings, which are the sign of the covenant are exchanged (if 
they are not dropped down the grating), and before the wit-
ness of the whole assembly the statement is made "what 
God has joined together let no man put asunder".

But where, you may ask, is the gory bit, the cutting up of 
the animals and walk into death. To Mendelssohn's wedding 
March, the couple choose to make this walk. As they walk 
back up the aisle, it was suggested to me by a very good 
friend that they symbolically take that walk between his 
flesh on one side of the nave and her flesh on the other, out 
to the covenant meal, the reception.

So when you go to a wedding this summer, it is good to 
recognise that we are doing something symbolically that has 
huge significance. It is so good to be in love but as we hold 
to the covenant we are blessed more than we ever imagined.

 Why do we do that? by Victoria McDonald

Sophie and Richard Langston, 
married at St Cross in April.  
See page 30 for full story.
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26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through with an 

experienced and sympathetic counsellor.
Ring in total confidence.

01442 822351
Mobile 07778 802748

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.
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Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

)RU�DOO�SURSHUW\�UHSDLUV�DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH
BUILDING � 32,17,1*�� *877(5,1*

PAINTING � */$=,1*�� 7,/,1*
PATIOS � 3$7+6�� )(1&,1*

PLUMBING� %/2&.('�'5$,16�
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�VPDOO�WKH�MRE�
FDOO�IRU�D�IUHH�TXRWH

7HOHSKRQH��������������RU�������������
6%+�����/DNHVLGH��7ULQJ��+HUWV�+3����+1
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Survey identifies local people’s housing needs
70% support for special scheme: Parish Council to act   by Phil Buchi

THE Parish Council is to act on the recommendations of the 
Rural Housing Trust’s recent survey of housing needs in the 
villages, which identified that eight households in the parish 
had a current immediate need for accommodation.  70% of 
all respondents said they would support an affordable hous-
ing scheme for local people.

At its meeting on 17 May, the Council decided to investigate 
all opportunities to develop some additional housing which 
would meet the needs of local people, and be reserved for 
local people only for all time.  Under the terms of this spe-
cial scheme, the homes could never be bought outright and 
the Parish Council would be required to vouch for the local 
connections of tenants.  A mix of homes would be consid-
ered, including some for older and younger residents.  The 
survey revealed that some older residents currently occupy-
ing houses larger than they need would move to smaller 
properties if they were available in the villages.

The site likely to be most suitable is in Wilstone, between 
Grange Road and Tring Road.  This site is already in public 
ownership, and Dacorum Borough Council would be able to 
make the land available at no cost, thus substantially reduc-
ing the cost of the project.  Two other possibilities in Long 
Marston will also be investigated.

After the meeting Cllr Abby Fermont said: “On the basis of 
the positive results arising from the Housing survey, the Par-
ish Council is pleased to support the Rural Housing Trust 

and continue with plans to develop affordable housing sites 
in the parish.
“I understand that a number of people in Wilstone have 
signed a petition against further development in the village.  
What I would say in response to this is that the piece of land 
involved is owned by Dacorum, and, with the pressure on 
councils to provide additional housing in the South East, it 
will be developed sooner or later.

“As we all know, the so-called affordable housing at The 
Mill (project-managed by Dacorum) turned out to be too 
expensive for local people and so what I want to ensure as a 
Parish Councillor, is that this site is developed for the benefit 
of the village, and in particular to provide truly affordable 
housing for villagers in perpetuity. 

“This week the Affordable Rural Housing Commission* is 
calling for action by the government to boost such schemes 
‘...without such action rural communities will be reduced to 
retirement towns and dormitories for the wealthy’. I don’t 
want this to happen to our villages”.

She added: “If anyone in the parish does have any concerns 
or views on this subject, I would urge them to write to the 
Parish Council or feel free to contact me.”  See ‘Council 
News’ for contact details of Parish Councillors.

(*For the full report see http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
uk/4988844.stm)

Response

A total of 577 forms were sent out and 175 were returned 
giving a response rate of 30%.  This is a very good response 
- in our experience, the average response is 25%.

Respondents’ views on housing

66% wanted to see additional housing while 33% were op-
posed to any new developments.  (1% expressed no prefer-
ence). 70% of respondents stated that they would support an 
affordable housing scheme for local people. 26% were op-
posed to any such scheme and a further 4% of respondents 
chose not to complete this section of the survey. 

Comments

Many households used the additional space provided to give 
comments on the issue of additional housing:

“I know two people from the same family who have had their 
name on the council list for 10 years waiting to get back in 
the village.”

“Keep our villages as villages not towns!  If they can’t af-
ford to live in the area why sould we supplement them? 
There are many other places or towns to live in to get on the 
property ladder without ruining the countryside with new 
build developments.”

“I think a system of proof should be introduced, you must 
prove a local connection i.e. children who have grown up in 
the village and want to live in the area as adults.”

“Whilst not looking for their own accommodation yet, I 
would like to think that my children could afford to stay in 
the area if they wish to when they leave home - at least 15 
years ahead.”

(Continued on page 27)

Details from the report prepared for the Parish Council by the Rural Housing Trust
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“All new housing should be sympathetic to the environment, 
e.g. no extra light pollution, not ugly etc!”

“More elderly housing and young persons housing”.

Housing needs

In 8 responding households a current housing need was in-
dicated; in 17 households, a future (within five years) hous-
ing need was recorded.  All households expressed a wish to 
live in Tring Rural Parish.  Of the total respondents, 6 stated 
that they knew a family member, currently living away from 
Tring Rural Parish, now looking for accommodation in the 
villages.

Key findings

The survey identified a need  from 5 families (including sin-
gle parents), 6 couples and 7 single people. 

70% of households are currently living in the villages or 
were born in the villages.  The remainder had previous resi-
dence in the villages or chose not to disclose a local connec-
tion.

The majority of respondents indicating housing need require 
subsidised housing although not all of these would require 
rented accommodation.

Eight (40%) of households are living with parents  and seven 
of these stated independence as the primary reason for seek-
ing alternative accommodation.

Summary

The response level to this survey is very good and acceptable 
as a reasonable indicator of the needs and attitudes towards 
further housing development in the locality.  There was 
space on the form for comments to be added, and a majority 
of these showed support for additional housing in the vil-
lages particularly smaller affordable housing.  A number of 
comments indicate a concern for the plight of local people, 
both young and old, unable to find suitable affordable hous-
ing in the villages.  It is evident that local residents want to 
see a mixed, balanced community.  The analysis of need 
revealed that affordable housing is needed for all sectors of 
the community particularly young singles and couples and 
this should be reflected in the design of any scheme.

Rural Housing Trust’s Recommendation

The survey identified 20 households who report they cannot 
satisfy their housing needs in the open market.  Based on this 
first stage survey, a local needs housing scheme of say six to 
eight properties, with a mix of two and three bedroom dwell-
ings would go some way towards meeting this need. (We 
always recommend that the minimum size of dwelling 
should have 2 bedrooms for maximum flexibility in the long 
term.)

Extracts from the report are courtesy of  Tring Rural Parish 
Council.  The Rural Housing Trust is a registered charity 
and the leading non profit making developer of affordable 
housing for local people in small villages in England. They 
work with village communities helping to establish the scale 
and nature of housing need and to identify suitable sites for 
small scale developments which they then project manage.

(Continued from page 26)

Dacorum Councillors in 
Wilstone to receive petition
by Colin Moore

LOCAL Dacorum Councillors Stan Mills and Derek Town-
send came to Wilstone two weeks ago to receive a petition 
against  the proposal to build houses on a small piece of 
land owned by Dacorum Council  at rear of the old  Buck-
ingham Arms. A  group of residents were present to wel-
come them and to make their  views known. 190 Wilstone  
people have signed the petition  organised by Wilstone resi-
dents Vic and Chris Spratt. 

The public will be able to be  present at a Dacorum council 
meeting in June when the petition will be formally pre-
sented to full council. 

Cllrs Stan Mills (left) and Derek Towsend (centre) with Vic 
Spratt right listen to local residents views. Photo ‘Village News’

Details from the Rural Housing Trust report (continued)
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AZURE POOLS 
& HOT TUBS

Your local dealer for
� SWIMMING POOLS
� SAFETY COVERS

� POOL ENCLOSURES
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 

(we deliver to you-same day service available)
� HOTTUBS 
� SAUNAS

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR 
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL 

SHOWROOM
(private sessions by appointment)

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY 
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE 

CONTACT US!

01525 223127 or 07957424106

or visit us at
UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES

Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/Private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:
01296 661999

New times for mobile library

Fortnightly, Thursdays, 8th June, 22nd June etc.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)        11.10 to 11.30
Wilstone  (The Half Moon)      11.35 to 12.35
Astrope  (Astrope Lane)           13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane          13.40 to 14.40
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20
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Hi once again readers, as promised in last month’s diary 
page we  will relate our adventures and experience of our 
film work at Shepperton Studios as our main story.

As a prelude to this main topic we must tell you how proud 
our pony friend, Po, is this week.  Since his little outing over 
to Leavesden Studios he has been able to purchase, or Bo 
Peep has, a brand new New Zealand rug from his wages, or 
his actor’s fee.  So, instead of looking like a little “orphan 
Annie” in a cast off old rug 
two sizes too big for him, he 
now sports a nice bright blue 
rug which keeps his old bones 
both warm and dry.  He has 
also had an all over clip with a 
wash and shampoo to follow, 
head and shoulders we heard 
say, which has made him into a 
very smart old fellow indeed.  
He is now even fit enough to 
have a little walk out around 
the ménage with a rider on his 
back.  Therefore life is very 
good for our little Po in his 
new home, even haughty Miss 
Nina is very friendly with him 
and she doesn’t cast her fa-
vours around lightly.

Now enough of this tittle-tattle, on with the real actor experi-
ences.  As indicated last month, an early start was required 
and 0630 hours saw us all loaded up, us two in Miss Nina’s 
stall in the back of the lorry with the two lambs, Alfie and 
Little Mo, in the living section.  They were bouncing about 
like two little kids on their first Sunday School trip to the 
seaside, and what the drivers on the motorway thought when 
they caught sight of two little lambs peering down at them 
from the side windows of the horse box doesn’t bear think-
ing about.  We had some canaries with us too, who were also 
required for the same film set but they came with their own 
trainer so not another job for Bo Peep to look after.  She had 
to use all her concentration in driving the lorry to get us to 
Shepperton on time, which she did so we all had some 
breakfast and a little rest before the day’s action.

Now I should explain at this point that the film set was or-
ganised as a mine, not for coal but for Pot Noodles.  You 
didn’t know that Pot Noodles came from underground so 
there is something that you have learnt today!! As it was an 
underground scene then Gary the narrator would be no good 
as he is chocolate brown and wouldn’t show up too well.  
Therefore the day was for Minty in his off white curly over-

coat.  Before he could go on set for the shoot as they say, a 
vet had to check him out to be sure he was A OK.  We heard 
him say to Bo Peep “I grade my animals on the scale of 1 to 
5, 5 being the top grade.  In this case because of condition, 
temperament, fleece and his enormous size I will rate him at 
5.1/2”. Therefore Minty was ready for his mining of Pot 
Noodles.

The set was like a mine but with the rocks and walls all 
made from polystyrene painted 
to look like rocks.  Minty’s 
job, with an actor dressed as a 
miner, was to find the Pot Noo-
dles hidden in nooks and cran-
nies around the mine.  First he 
was dressed in a miner’s hel-
met complete with head light 
and ear defenders.  Mind you 
these didn’t go anywhere near 
his ears, then he had on a 
miner’s waistcoat and in the 
end just his naked sheepskin 
woolly coat.

Now to explain the tricks of 
the trade in animal training -
these are two words, patience 
and rewards - and as Minty 
will do anything for food as I 

expect you have already surmised, and with Bo Peep and 
Gary as co-conspirators, they set about locating the Pot Noo-
dle treasures.  In each shot, as Minty goes up to a cache of 
noodles, Bo Peep and Gary are behind the rock out of shot 
with Minty’s favourite tit bits.  This went really well at each 
location with the feature being completed in around forty-
five minutes and in the can, as they say, for the Pot Noodles 
advert.

Meanwhile the two lambs were having the time of their lives 
with people making a fuss of them which is all good training 
for their future film careers.  After the canaries had com-
pleted their stint in checking the mine for poisonous gases 
we all set off for home, not getting back to our beds till ten 
o’clock turned, with no chance of lying in as Bo Peep is 
back again at seven o’clock in the morning to get us all or-
ganised for the day, as well as feeding these two milk de-
vouring fiends after their first experience of a day’s filming.

Well, it’s nice relating our stories to you hoping you find 
them of interest.  More next month, until then, with our usual 
bah and bleat, cheerio from Gary and Minty.

This Pot Noodle mining is hard graft!  Minty takes a 
much needed break on the set.      Picture: Bo Peep.

Minty and the Pot Noodle mine
Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary and Minty
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Weddings in Wilstone
It was very exciting to have a wedding in Wilstone in April 
this year. Richard and Sophie Langston chose the village 
church in which to make their wedding vows to each other in 
the presence of God and in front of a packed church of wit-
nesses. It was a gloriously sunny, Saturday afternoon albeit 
with a slight chilly breeze. The church was beautifully 
decked out with flowers and there was a friendly, intimate 
feel about the whole occasion; almost standing room only 
with around 100 guests packed into St Cross.

This was the 82nd wedding since the very first one held in 
1914, 92 years ago. It has been fascinating looking back at 
the wedding register to see how some things have changed 
and some have not. Sophie noticed as she was signing the 
register that in the entry opposite hers the bride married in 
December 1994 lived in the same house 54 Tring Road, 
which made me wonder what other coincidences there may 
have been.

I had assumed that couples were getting married later, but 
the average age of the grooms and brides over the 92 years 
of records was 25 ½  and 23 ½ . Interestingly in the last 20 
years the average age was 26 and 23 ½ , not much change 
there! Our youngest bride was 17 in 1969 and the oldest 
bride was 44 in 1915. The oldest groom was 46 in 1919 and 
the youngest was 18 in 1969. Of the 82 marriages, some 20 
were couples where both were living in Wilstone at the time 
of the wedding and a further 42 married someone from the 
surrounding area. Up until 1964 the brides did not show any 
occupation except for Mary Mapley in 1925 who is recorded 
as a school teacher. Since that date occupations have been 
many and varied, the most unusual being a ‘wire person’ in 
1979 and a ‘crime analyst’ in 2006. The occupations of the 
grooms have moved from ‘labourers’ back in 1914 to more 
office based jobs in later years. The more unusual have been 
‘sugar boiler’ in 1954 to ‘shunter’ in 1976.

The wonderful thing about all these marriages was the desire 
of the couples to make their vows before God and their 
friends in Church. The wedding of Sophie and Richard was a 
joyous occasion and I hope that we will see similarly happy 
occasions in the years to come.

Sophie and Richard Langston, married at St Cross in 
April.  They became the 82nd couple to be married 
there, and the first for eight years.

News from St Mary’s Church

Jumble sale report
A WONDERFUL result after the Jumble Sale - we man-
aged to raise £826.  A very sincere Thank-You to everyone 
who helped in any way at all, especially those who sorted 
on the week prior, or the faithful helpers who worked hard 
throughout the day of the sale, not only preparing and sell-
ing, but clearing away afterwards.

A special “Thank You” to Mr. & Mrs. Josling who provided 
and hosted the after-jumbley tea for the helpers.  We are all 
most grateful.

P.S.A. (Pleasant Sunday Afternoon - 7th May)  

OUR thanks to all who entertained us : Jenny Hoare 
(organ), Grace Hodge, Richard Grylls and Rick Williams, 
and young Pheobe Barron with an Irish dancing display.

Not only were our entertainers ‘live’, but they were also 
projected onto a screen for extra visual effect.  

Our next P.S.A. is scheduled for the first Sunday afternoon 
in October.  If you haven’t been before, do come along and 
enjoy a “pleasant Sunday afternoon”.
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Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Tom Evans 07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Angus Munday                01296 660303
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 4459

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.
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Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for the July/
August edition will be:
Colin Davenport
01442  890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Wednesday 21st June 2006
for the July/August  edition, published on 1st June.

We are on line at:   www.wilstone.me.com
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Pictures by John Painter and Peter Walker

Alvin Printwhistle gets the crowd warmed up 

Lining up for the dog show

Elvis is in the building (sort of)

Right:
Brownie 
smiles

Jolly pleasant afternoon teas     And fine bar staff too!

Wilstone fete and 
fun dog show
20th May 2006
GLOBAL warming has been no help to the organisers of the Wilstone village fete.  Three 
years in a row the end of May has been cool if not downright cold.  But people are not put 
off by a bit of English weather, and the fete had a narrow escape on Saturday, sandwiched 
as it was between two particularly nasty cold fronts.  The pictures tell the story of a great 
afternoon.  The fun dog show was a big success, and was a lovely sight in the centre of the 
field.  After Elvis opened the afternoon, the Hemel Hempstead band played creating that 
evocative background of a proper village fete. Three visitors arrived on a splendid steam 
roller which added its lovely sounds and smell.  OK, so the ice creams weren’t a big hit - I 
don’t think the committee will care.  More sausages were consumed than you could shake 
a stick at!              Right: Peter and Phil with more sausages than you could shake a stick at.


