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Papers at the village shop - but losses are
too great
NEWSPAPERS and magazines were added to
the wide range of things available from Wil-
stone’s village shop from 11th May, but
would it help to bring in more customers?
That’s the question that shopkeepers Tim and
Jenny wanted to find out. After a promising
start when the shop
re-opened its doors
in March, business
has in fact declined
on a week by week
basis, and is cur-
rently nowhere near
enough to make the
shop viable. Tim
told Village News
that they had gained
a number of regular
customers right from
the start and these
people had proved to
be very loyal sup-
porters. Tim and
Jenny had hoped to
build on this to edge
up the turnover but
so far it has not hap-
pened. Starting the
newspaper sales was
an attempt to atract additional customers, but
it is not a decision they were able to take
lightly. Astonishingly, an investment of
£1,600 is required before you can even sell
one paper! The wholesaler insists on a special
delivery box costing £300 to buy, and a de-
posit of £1,300 has to be handed over. Papers
are not on sale or return, and the minimum
daily order is 70 papers. As all these have to
be paid for, sold or not, the opportunity to
make losses is clear. During the first two
weeks of newspapers the average daily sales
were 20. Weekend paper sales were better,
but the wholesaler is only willing to offer a
fixed weekly package of papers so there is no
opportunity for Tim and Jenny to tailor sup-

ply to demand. The consequence has been
losses on the newspapers of £140 per week.
Tim says that obviously they cannot continue
to bear such substantial losses, and the experi-
ment with newspapers will have to end in
June unless there is a dramatic change.

Some things have gone better though. The
off-licence has helped keep things going, and
there are now more customers in the after-
noon period after 3pm. The greetings cards
and confectionary have proved popular, as
has the addition of ice creams for the summer
season. Milk and dairy products go well, and
the local bread and local free range eggs are
popular. Tim said: “We have been made very
welcome in the village and are delighted to
have met so many nice people. We like being
here and would like to make a success of the
shop - it’s what we want to do.” The harsh
reality though is that turnover needs to in-
crease by 40% before they can even say that it
is ‘ticking over’.

by Phil Buchi

Tim and Jenny at the Wilstone shop. (Picture: Village News).
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If an usual job runs from 9 to 5 and gets weekends completely
free, then what Josephine and Paul do for a living can be called
unusual. They are professional classical musicians.

After five years of full-time study they drifted towards the
“freelance scene”, mostly chamber orchestra or chamber mu-
sic, where feast would be a week of nine hour days and famine
was sitting by the phone thinking it may never ring again. On a
typical working day they meet for a 2pm rehearsal anywhere in
the UK with other musicians they may or may not know. Then
they drive all the way home again. Alternatively, Heathrow at
crack of dawn followed by a flight to somewhere in Europe, a
bus ride of several hours to the concert venue, a three hour
rehearsal, a panicky search for somewhere to eat, the perform-
ance, a hotel bed, and a wakeup call at some unearthly hour to
make the journey home. Glamorous?

Paul Barritt and Josephine Horder are now the organisers of
local concerts called Tring Chamber Music which celebrates its
sixth summer season of top class professional concerts given in
local venues including Tring Church, Long Marston Church,
Aldbury Church and the Court Theatre. These concerts bring
you a world of wonderful music, entertainingly introduced and
played by world class musicians, right here on your doorstep!
For classical music lovers they represent value for money with
very reasonable ticket prices, and there is something for every
taste included in their programming.

Paul is a violinist and when he isn’t performing in Tring he is
Concert Master of the Halle Orchestra in Manchester where he
spends 60 days per annum. The remainder of his time is teach-
ing the violin and performing as a soloist and as a chamber
musician.

His wife, Josephine, is a cellist and freelance player and on
occasions plays with the Mozart Players and the Orchestra of
the Age of Enlightenment in London. She also teaches the
cello locally.

Both their children are professional musicians, Benjamin (25)
recently left college and did his first live gig on Radio 2 re-
cently. Francesca (23) is a professional violinist and joined her
parents in the first concert which took place in Aldbury on the
23rd May.

Paul and Josephine told me that their aim is to give quality
concerts equal to those performed at Wigmore Hall in London.
They use these concerts as an opportunity to play pieces they
love with musicians they love, all of whom are amongst the top
ranking musicians in the country. This enables them to feel
like an active part of the community in which they live. They
choose the months that the other music societies in this area
don’t perform, thus giving more opportunities for audiences to
be entertained. The music is varied, some well known, some
not so well known and the atmosphere is very relaxed as the
performers talk to the audience and introduce their work in a
very informal way.

Like many jobs, theirs can sometimes seem humdrum and un-
dervalued. Worryingly, it can often seem of interest only to a
dwindling minority. They told me that at other times it can be
intensely satisfying and a unique privilege. The hours are anti-
social, the travel is stressful, practice and preparation can be
relentless, and they perform on the high wire, exposed and
risk-taking. However, no week is ever a carbon copy of the
last, and their working lives are constantly enlivened by new
places, new venues,
new programmes and
new faces. “When you
have played your heart
out, and the audience
has responded warmly
with appreciation, the
high is undeniable and
for that evening it all
seems worthwhile”,
said Josephine .

You might be pleased
to hear that there are
three remaining con-
certs this year, namely:
“Mozart….mostly” at
Tring Parish Church on
Saturday 20th June at
7.30pm which is a
celebration of Mozart,
including his great D
major String Quartet
and Dohnanyi’s Sere-
nade for string trio. On Friday 10th July at the Court Theatre
they are performing “Schumann – On Wenlock Edge” for
tenor, piano and strings by Vaughan Williams; Schumann’s
Piano Quintet and works by Haydn and Holst. The final con-
cert is “Music by Candlelight” at Long Marston Church on
Sunday 20th September which will be Mozart “Kegelstatt”
Trio, Bach Cello Suite and Messiaen’s celestial masterpiece,
“Quartet for the End of Time”.

Each performance lasts two hours with an interval during
which refreshments are available (including wine!). All pro-
ceeds of these go to the venue.

If you are interested in going along tickets cost £13 each, con-
cessions £11 under 18’s free, and if you wish to purchase a
season ticket to all three concerts the cost of this is £33 or £27
for concessions. Please make cheques payable to TCM Con-
certs and send with s.a.e. to 1 Pendley Bridge Cottages, Tring,
Herts, HP23 5QU.
More information can be obtained by phoning Josephine or
Paul on 01442 822732 or emailing jehorder@aol.com.

UNUSUAL TRADES: By Fran Flowerdew

Let’s make music! - An unusual job

Paul Barritt
Picture by Tring Chamber Music
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.
As I write this the sun is shining on the Tring Canal Festi-
val which is a relief for all the organisers bearing in mind
that the festival was cancelled last year due to the great
British tradition of a ‘wet Bank Holiday’.

I am wondering if this bodes well for a long hot summer -
I sincerely hope so as we are intending to take our three
dogs camping for the first time. I love camping in all
weathers but the one thing about taking the dogs is that if it
rains there will be ‘wet dog’ smell permeating the tent for
ever more! (and it is not as if we can take a hairdryer to
speed up the drying process!).

I will let you know in a future issue exactly how successful
with the camping we were, although if you see an advert in
the magazine in a few months advertising a nearly new
tent and accessories for sale you may be able to guess what
happened.

I wish everybody an enjoyable, long summer.

Caroline Beevers

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

31 May Whit Sunday
10.00am St Peter & St Paul, Tring: Team Service
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

1 June (Monday)
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

7 June
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

14 June
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

15 June (Monday)
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

21 June
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

28 June
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and

Sunday Club
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

Deadline for items for our next edition
(July/August) is Thursday 18th June 2009.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. All Saints, Long Marston.
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 17 June Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 15 July Puttenham, Cecilia Hall.

Thursday 4 June
Polling day: County and European elections,7am-10pm.

Saturday 6 June
Wilstone Village Fete: “Galleons, Gunpowder and
Gold.” Procession at 12.30

Sunday 7 June
Children's bike ride. Long Marston
10.30am from the Queens Head.

Wednesday 10 June
Big Band Concert with Jazz 3000. All Saints Marsworth.

Sunday 14th June
Marsworth Steam Festival.
Tring Anglers charity match, Bulbourne.

Saturday 20th June
Big Tidy Up! - Meet at Long Marston Village Hall
@10am

Sunday June 28
Wilstone Open Gardens,

Saturday 11 July
Wine quiz (Call my bluff) Wilstone village hall

Sunday 12 July
Family Games - The Puttenham Trust.

Saturday 25 July
LMCC Summer Ball.
Saturday 1 August
Long Marston Annual Show 2pm
Saturday 8 August
Fun Day 2 pm Wilstone Church Gardens

Sunday 9 August
St. Mary’s Patronal Festival. Puttenham.

23, 24, 25 August
County cricket at LMCC. Herts v. Northumberland.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: June 4th and 18th.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30
Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35
Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

SUNDAY JUNE 28
WILSTONE GARDENS

OPEN
2pm to 5pm

VISIT MANY DELIGHTFUL
GARDENS AND THEIR

OWNERS
ENJOY TEA AND CAKES ON

THE LAWN

proceeds to Iain Rennie Hospice at Home
and Tanzania Youth Appeal
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

28, 29, 30, 31 August
Marsworth Flower Festival, All Saints, Marsworth.

Saturday 5 September
Jumble Sale at Cecilia Hall, 2pm.

Saturday 5 September
Wilstone village BBQ TBC

Saturday 12 September
Sponsored bike ride (Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust)

Saturday 3 October
Supper and Auction - The Puttenham Trust.
Friday 9 October
Coffee Evening 7.30 pm 19 New Rd Wilstone
In aid of Wilstone Village Church.

Galleons Gunpowder and Gold 

Saturday 6th June 

The 2009 Wilstone Village Fête and Dog Show 

• Everyone can join the grand parade through 
the village at 12.30pm with Queen Jane of 
Wilstonia. 

• Pirates, smugglers, jolly jack tars and a pirate 
galleon. 

• Children’s fancy dress: mermaids, castaways, 
pirates, sailors, princes and princesses. There 
will be prizes. 

• Special performance by the Wilstone  
 Showgirls as Buccaneer Belles. 
• Children’s art competition. 
• Fun Dog Show. 
• Stalls, games and bags of fun for all. 

Entry forms for the Fun Dog Show and the  
Children’s Art Competition will be delivered to 
your door at the end of May. 
Your bric-a-brac and books for our stall will be 
collected in the week before the fête. 
Volunteers to help set up please come at 9am on 
Saturday 6th June. Thank you! 

Diary dates… (cont.) 

Come and see our new

Wilstone Village Stores
Tea, coffee and snacks - Bread and cakes -
Sweets, cold drinks and ice creams - Dairy

produce, frozen meals, tinned goods - Beers,
wines and cigarettes - Cleaning and household

products - Gifts, toys and greetings cards.

Tel: 01442 891167 Open 7 days
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 7pm

Saturday 8am to 2pm
Sunday 8.30am to 12 noon

THE BIG TIDY UP 
(of Long Marston, Puttenham and

Gubblecote)

Saturday 20th June 
 

Meet L.M. Village Hall at 10am
Coffee at 12 noon!
ALL WELCOME

Organised by Long Marston and
Puttenham WI



Page 6 June 2009

Village News

THE full lists of candidates for the 4th June elections to the
County Council and the European Parliament have been pub-
lished by the Returning Officer, and can be seen on the
Dacorum Borough Council website at www.dacorum.gov.uk/
elections.

There are four candidates for the Tring division seat on Hert-
fordshire County Council, which represents these villages as
well as the town of Tring. This election is on a ‘first past the
post’ basis. The election for the European Parliament - held
on the same day - is by proportional representation and no
less than 14 parties have put up candidates for the East of
England constituency, of which we are the most westerly part.
The 6 available seats will be allocated in proportion to the
number of votes cast for each party.

Polling stations will be open from 7.00am to 10.00pm on
Thursday 4th June. Polling cards have already been distrib-
uted giving the location of polling stations, but it is not neces-
sary to produce your polling card to vote.

Voting on 4th June
In brief...

Hertfordshire Village of the Year
competition
This year once again Wilstone has been entered into the Hert-
fordshire Village of the Year competition sponsored by Calor.
The judges will be visiting the village on Friday 5 June at
9.30am to hear a presentation by Colin Davenport, Chairman
of the Wilstone village hall management committee and to
take a short tour of the village and its amenities. The visit will
take approximately 1 ½ hours. The village has been entered
into the Community aspect of this competition which looks
into the way the village community interacts and the facili-
ties the village has to offer its residents.

Free holiday fun
TWO absolutely free family fun days will be run here in the
school holidays by Dacorum Borough Council, who have be
awarded Lottery funding to put on a series of these events in
rural parishes across the borough. A team of playworkers will
provide an activity-packed day of arts, crafts, games, sport
and leisure for children age 0 to 16. (Under eights need to be
accompanied by an adult.) The first is at Long Marston rec-
reation ground on Friday 24th July from 11am to 4pm. The
second, at Wilstone recreation ground on Monday 27th July,
also from 11 am to 4pm. The impressive climbing wall
which proved so popular at Wilstone last year will this year
be at Long Marston on 24th July, but not at Wilstone. Chil-
dren and young people from all the villages are welcome to
go to either or both events. Bring your own refreshments and
protection against the sun. (Surely some mistake. Ed.) No
need to book - just turn up and have fun, says the publicity
leaflet.

Continuity council
THERE was no change of responsibilities at the annual meet-
ing of Tring Rural Parish Council held on 20th May. Cllr.
Mike Tomlinson was voted chairman, Cllr. Chris Griffiths
will continue as vice-chairman, and Cllr. Abby Fermont as
chairman of planning. Cllr. Alan Winfield is the council’s
representative on the Long Marston village hall committee,
with Cllr. Peter Foster on the Wilstone village hall committee.
Cllr. Jill Finlan will lead on Rights of Way, Cllr. Nick
Murrell on highways matters, and Cllr. Kim Death on Tring
Charities.

Events for Dacorum tenants
TENANTS of Dacorum Borough Council are invited to a
series of local events to discuss the future of council housing.
Two of these events being held in these villages. The first is
on Thursday 18th June at Long Marston village hall from
3pm to 7pm; the second on Thursday 2nd July at Wilstone
village hall also from 3pm to 7pm.

The Jazz 3000 17 piece Big Band makes a welcome return for
another spectacular concert at All Saints Church, Marsworth,
on Wednesday 10th June starting at 8pm.

Come and enjoy a summer evening of jazz, blues, swing and
modern classics in the beautiful setting of Marsworth parish
church. Wine and soft drinks will be on sale.

Tickets are £8 and are available from Annette Botting 01296
662007, and Ken Longhurst, 01296 660711.
Seats are limited and are selling fast so please book early to
avoid disappointment.

All proceeds from this final fund raising event for the 2009
Marsworth Flower Festival will go towards the All Saints
Church Flower Festival fund.

Visit www.marsworthflowerfestival.co.uk for more informa-
tion on this biennial event, which takes place this year from
Friday 28th – Monday 31st August at All Saints Church,
Church Lane, Marsworth HP23 4LX.

If you would like to become involved with this year’s Flower
Festival by helping on one of the stands, putting up the mar-
quee or with the catering for example, please contact Ken
Longhurst, 01296 660711.

We look forward to seeing you at All Saints Church over the
August bank holiday weekend.

Jazz for a summer’s evening

The Council run a collection service for bulky items ie; sofas,
beds fridges etc
3 items £20 ( ½ price with Dacorum card)
6 items £30.

To book the service ring 01442 867858 (payment taken over
the phone).
Collection day is a Wednesday.

Other rubbish (including tyres) can be taken to Tring tip
Open 8am – 4pm 7 days a week.

Bulky item collection
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F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door 
Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

Thinking of Learning French? 
 

Do you have a house in France & would 
like help with conversational French? 

 
Do you need tuition for school exams? 

 
All Levels – individual or small groups  

Tailored to suit your needs 
 

For more information contact Linda Ellis  
Tel: 01296 661136 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’
• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT
• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

On 6th May members enjoyed a guided tour of the large ornithological collection and laboratory at the Natural History Museum,
Tring, which is not normally open to members of the public. This is located mostly in the more modern climate controlled and
secure building at the rear of the Akeman Street site, opened by the HRH The Duke of Edinburgh in 1972. The collection is the
only one kept by the NHM outside London and is divided into the following sections:

• Eggs: this contains some 400,000 sets of eggs. The main research purposes are to measure the thickness of shells in order to
check the level of DDT pollution (this pest killer is still remarkably present despite having been banned some 50 years ago) and
to measure DNA. Birds’ eggs have been protected from collection since 1954, but the NHM is able to accept collections assem-
bled before that date. There is also a large collection of nests of many shapes, sizes and materials.

• Spirit collection: there are some 17,000 birds kept in jars and tanks of varying sizes filled with methylated spirit. They in-
clude Darwin’s finches and many other historic birds. The largest are a cassowary and an ostrich.

• Skeletons: there is a large collection, including archaeological finds. We were given the fascinating advice that the bodies are
first cleaned up by the museum’s own flesh-eating beetles, which is a more efficient and environmentally friendly method than
the use of chemicals.

• Skins: the collection includes some 95% of the world’s known species. Multiple examples enable researchers to measure
geographical location and development. They are also used by artists for drawing or painting details.

Library: this is one of the finest specialised collection of books in the world. It contains some 75,000 volumes dating from 1753
and numerous bird paintings and drawings.

Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd June - Visit to the historic St Lawrence’s Church, Abbots Langley. Meet at 6pm at Frogmore
Street East Car Park, Tring, for car sharing.

Tring Parish Men’s Society By Martin Wells



A rather old but pretty Citizen Quarts Ladies watch has been
FOUND in the entrance to "Hay Meadow" when
walking across the fields between Puttenham and Long Mar-
ston. Should you be the owner, please contact Mel on
07932 188201 to reclaim."
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Conceived 30 years ago by a
small group of churchgoers,
today’s Hospice of St Francis in
Berkhamsted now has a £6.4
million facility, 900 volunteers
and has looked after thousands
in the community.

Back in June 1979, following a
vigil of prayer at St Peter’s
Church, a series of coffee morn-
ings raised £25,000 to get it off

the ground. Later that year the founders took on their first
nurse to support people dying at home.

In contrast, today’s team of six specialist nurses cares for 130
patients at home. Through the range of services available they
also support more than 700 patients and family members.
After the charity’s launch, fundraisers began to think of ways
to raise funds and in 1983 a Homebox scheme was launched –
whereby families and businesses would fill small boxes with
change. The next big achievement came in 1988 with the
launch of a bereavement helpline and then in 1999 the Hospice
opened its first charity shop. This was to be the first of several
across the area from Berkhamsted to Bovingdon, and from
Hemel Hempstead to Chesham. Two years ago the Hospice set
up an account on the online auction website eBay, which has
since raised more than £50,000.

The greatest achievement for the Hospice of St Francis came in
2007 when – after years of planning and fundraising – a new
purpose-built facility was opened in Shooters Way .
Five months later the fundraising team launched its first Walk
with the Stars, a women-only 12-mile midnight walk from He-
mel Hempstead to Berkhamsted and back. Organisers were
staggered when this event raised £150,000, and even more as-
tonished when last year’s walk pulled in more than £200,000.
This year’s midnight fundraiser takes place on Saturday June
20th.

Longstanding volunteer Bobbie Milligan, whose husband Ian
died at the former Shrublands Avenue site, said: “What at the
Hospice of St Francis pervades is hope and happiness – when
desperately ill people come here and are so wonderfully cared
for, all their fear and worry goes.”

As the Hospice prepares to celebrate its 30th birthday with a
number of special events, Hospice Director Dr Ros Taylor
said: “This is your hospice - it belongs to everyone, and every-
one has paid for this building which allows our care to continue
quietly, consistently and vitally, drawing on lessons we have
learnt over the last 30 years. We have all been on this journey
together.”

She emphasised: “Our community has had the passion and
belief to found and sustain the Hospice since 1979 but we still
need your support, influence, contacts and help to spread the
word more than ever as we continue to rely on you to fund
almost 80 percent of our costs.

"Illness takes us all by surprise; by helping us now you've
helped someone who doesn't yet know whether they might
need our care."

The official Hospice Birthday Party coincides with the annual
Ashridge Garden Party, which takes place on Sunday May 31st
from 2 to 5pm. A firm favourite with Hospice supporters and
staff, everyone is invited to enjoy an entertaining afternoon in
the beautiful gardens of the Ashridge Business School – as
well as all the stalls, the entertainment, and above all the cream
teas! There are a number of Hospice stalls - plants and garden
gifts, books, CDs, tombola, gift stall a stall selling giftware
from the shop Number Twenty. The Jolly Jazzers will be enter-
taining on the lawns and The Birds of Prey will be flying in to
wow the crowds.

For the kids there's Colonel Custard and a Punch and Judy
show. There will also a bouncy castle, a treasure hunt, hook-a-
duck, badge making, colouring, cake decorating, chocolate
lolly decorating, and so on.

Manor Farm Game is running a barbeque, and there’s a beer
tent with Tring Brewery real ale - as well as Pimms and cream
teas.

Tickets are on sale now from the Hospice of St Francis shops
priced at £4, or £5 on the day.

For more information on the Hospice of St Francis and its 30th
Birthday celebrations, telephone 01442 869550. Or visit the
website at www.stfrancis.org.uk

Hospice of St Francis celebrates 30th birthday

Friends of Long Marston School
Monthly Draw: The 100 club
Once again the results of the Monthly Draw

1st Prize £15 Ticket No: 48 Maureen Prior

2nd Prize £10 Ticket No: 17 Alison Munt (for Jonah)

3rd Prize “Priceless Key Ring” Ticket No: 15 Alison Munt (for
Joel)

It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!
Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced
subscription is available if you join during the year.
All proceeds help our village schoolchildren.
There are 3 prizes of £15, £10 and a “Priceless Key Ring” per
month for 8 months plus Jackpot prizes of £50 in
July and December.
Ring the school (01296 668386) if you wish to join.

"FOUND - LADIES WATCH - HAY MEADOW - 26 APRIL"

Teatime Teaser
This is an unusual paragraph. I'm curious as to just how

quickly you can find out what is so unusual about it. It looks
so ordinary and plain that you would think nothing was

wrong
with it. In fact, nothing is wrong with it! It is highly unusual
though. Study it and think about it, but you still may not find
anything odd. But if you work at it a bit, you might find out.

Try to do so without any coaching!
Answer on page 14
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AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses
Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and
Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping
& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,
commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977
Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.
New Inquiries Welcome.

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Let Pilates help you achieve  
your sporting goals 

 

Pilates is effective for developing core strength to  
encourage peak performance and reduce injury for  

any sporting activity, from tennis, horse riding 
 to running & golf. 

 
Pilates Fitness for Life specialises in 1-1 lessons & small 

group classes for more individual attention. 
 

Call Karen on 07971 400558 
 

www.pilatesfitnessforlife.co.uk 
 

Member of Body Control Pilates Assoc & Register of Exercise Professionals 

ASPARAGUS
Home grown, freshly picked

and delicious.

At Bull Lake Farm,
Ford End, Ivinghoe,
Leighton Buzzard,

LU7 9EA.
Ring 01296 668175 for

availability and directions.
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Parish Council News        by Phil Buchi 

Need an evening out? Come to
the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

Traffic action
ATTEMPTS by the Parish Council to get the highways au-
thorities interested in a traffic calming scheme for Chedding-
ton Lane, Long Marston, have met with official indifference.
Apparently there are no recorded accidents or injuries for that
stretch of road, though all at the meeting agreed that speeding
traffic is a real danger in the narrow lane, and several cases of
‘near misses’ were quoted. Police officers at the meeting
agreed that it was difficult to get evidence of speeding there
because the lane is so narrow there was no room to set up the
camera van. But the officers agreed to book the portable
‘speed gun’ and have a go. Other suggestions that will be
followed up are an automated traffic survey, which also re-
cords the speed of vehicles, and a flashing ‘slow down’ sign.
Councillors were annoyed by the unhelpful highways authori-
ties and agreed to ask the local MP, David Gauke, to help
them get a sensible response.

Stop the drop
Cllr. Jill Finlan said that fly tipping is a serious problem in
this area, with Astrope Lane being particularly vulnerable
because it is so isolated. Many villagers walk their dogs in
the vicinity of Astrope Lane, and she urged them to be on the
alert for suspicious activity, particularly vans stopped in the
lane. Details of vehicles seen fly tipping should be reported
to the police. The problem is costing council tax payers a lot
of money. Recently eight tons of fly-tipped rubble had to be
removed from Tring Road, Wilstone, by Dacorum Borough
Council.

Drainage dig reveals all

Exploratory digging to find the lost drains of the Long Mar-
ston recreation ground has produced a result, reported Cllr.
Mike Tomlinson. Sadly no Saxon hoard or Viking pirate
treasure was uncovered by the excavator, but broken drain
pipes were revealed, so that’s something at least. The drain
does exist, but it’s lost the facility to flow. A contractor will
be engaged to replace the length which drains the bottom end
of the playing field, and connect it once more to the good bit
which was examined in the first exploration.

Free fix for BMX track
The deliberate damage to the BMX track at Long Marston
(reported in the May edition) is to be repaired. Local resident
David Jenkinson has offered to make the repairs free of
charge. Councillors were grateful for his offer and agreed
that the BMX track was a well used facility which now fitted
well into the recreation ground.
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Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 
 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 
evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn
Chapman. Both are Members of the British
Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,
Mike being Affiliated and
Evelyn being an
Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of
the Association of

Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926

Arrests made
Police officers reported that three arrests had been made as a
result of a report of suspicious activity made by a local resi-
dent on 25th April. The vehicle concerned was stopped later
in the day. Two car number plates had been stolen in Wil-
stone recently, and the police advice is to fix number plates
with special security bolts which can be bought at car acces-
sory shops.

Detail and minutiae
The matters of detail dealt with at Parish Council meetings
would, I am sure, surprise many. We don’t attempt to report
them all in this column (and would you want to read about
them?) but as an example here are the items dealt with at the
May meeting. Road repairs and numerous individual pot-
holes, litter, fly-tipping, speeding traffic, crime figures and
specific crimes, sandbags, flooding and the maintenance of
streams, drainage, traffic from the industrial estate, the Com-
mons Act 2006, planning applications and decisions, the Lo-
cal Development Framework, new facilities for children
(Parish Go Extreme project), maintenance of street lighting, a
telephone wire, repairs at the recreation ground, fences, picnic
tables, nettles in the Millennium Copse, replacement of notice
board, local bus services, payments to Clerk, Village Warden
and five contractors, statement of accounts and annual return
and assorted official correspondence. That someone does all
this stuff for us makes a difference. By the way, Parish Coun-
cillors may want me to add that they receive no payment,
don’t claim expenses and are not eligible for a second homes
allowance!

Open 7 days
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT

Tel: 01442 828478
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

•Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil
• our own beef and lamb• local sausages and cured
bacon • local pickles • preserves • quality fresh fruit
and vegetables • pet food • Heygates animal feeds.

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy
tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Reader offer!
Half-price tea & coffee on

Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays in June.

Just say “Village News offer” when you
order or show a copy of this magazine.

Offer limited to Village News readers. Offer ends 30 June 2009.
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Village View                          by John Painter 

St Mary's, Puttenham from across the fields.

We first came
across St Mary's
when we were
walking the
Aylesbury Ring
waymarked foot-
path from Hulcott
which is to the
north of Ayles-
bury. The land-
scape to the
northwest of the
Parish is quite
desolate with
little sign of hu-
man habitation
and it was quite a
surprise to come
across the Church
of St Mary's in
such a small
hamlet. It was
the first view of
the church
that we saw and I
still prefer it to
the more usual
views from the
road.

Village News

SAT: 27TH JUNE
“Summer Garden Party” (GardenOf Manor Farm House)
3 p.m. P.T./FoPC

SUN: 12TH JULY
Family Games Day (Garden of Oakley House), 2 p.m. P.T.

SAT: 1ST AUG
“Spinning Jenny” Stall at Annual LM & P Horticultural Show,
Long Marston. 2 p.m FoPC

SUN: 23rd AUG
St.Mary’s Patronal Festival. “Flying Teddies”, Cream Teas,
Floral Displays & Entertainment, 2.30 p.m. St.M

SAT: 5TH SEPT
Jumble Sale in Cecilia Hall, 2 p.m. FoPC

SAT: 13th SEPT
Sponsored Bike Ride.

SUN: 27th SEPT.
St.Mary’s Harvest Festival, 3.30 p.m. St.M’s
SAT: 3RD OCT
October Supper & Auction, 7 p.m. P.T.

SAT:28TH NOV
Wrapped Christmas Present Tombola Stall at Long Marston-
Christmas Fare, 2 p.m. FoPC

SUN: 6TH DEC Children’s Christmas Party 3 p.m. P.T.

SUN: 6TH DEC
“Cecilia Christmas” (Adults) (to be confirmed) Seasonal Enter-
tainment, 7 p.m. FoPC

P.T. (Puttenham Trust
FoPC (Friends of Puttenham Church)
Cec. (Cecilia Hall)
St.M (St.Mary’s)

JUMBLE SALE REPORT: A record amount raised of over
£1050 for The Friends of Puttenham Church. A huge “Thank
You” to everyone involved : those who brought jumble, sorted,
sold on the day, provided cakes, etc. for the tea, and helped
clear away. We have never had such a wonderful result. All
our left-over items (with the exception of hardware), but in-
cluding toys, found new homes with the Ian Rennie, the chil-
dren of Burma, and the people of Africa.

Lost & Found: We found a pair of spectacles which had been
dropped; we are still holding a tea-pot (purchased), and one of
our helpers left behind a wine-rack. If these items belong to
you, please contact Christine – 01296 668337

EVENTS AT PUTTENHAM FOR 2009
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Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

Adult Classes
Veg and flower entries - as previous years

Floral Art & Photography - the theme ‘Make Do & Mend’
Handicrafts - Recycled article - any medium

Drawing & Painting a ‘Recycled’ theme/collage
Domestic - A novelty decorated cake (12” square)‘Dig for Victory’

Your 
Village Show

Needs You
Sat  Aug 1st 2pm

Long Marston Victory Hall

For all you Eager Beavers who like to be well prepared

Collage on the theme ‘Grow Your Own’
A poem on ‘Recycling’

Recycled article - ‘Something New From Something Old’
Photography - ‘Junk/People’

No novelty cake for children this year – but six small cakes still included

Childrens’ Classes

NO LATE ADULT ENTRIES
ie. no new entries will be accepted on the day
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A request in the April 2009 Village News from Professor
Timothy Peters regarding information on the Wendover Arm
and the Woodhouse family, caused me to look through some
old articles about the Grand Junction Canal.

I came across some
memoirs written by
Edward Bell, a Tring
man born in 1902,
about his career as a
British Waterways Ca-
nal Engineer, and I
thought that present-
day readers would be
interested to see some
extracts from his writ-
ings. He relates that his
first childhood memory
of the canal was when
his father walked him
and his twin brother
down to the reservoirs
to see King Edward VII
and Lord Rothschild
enjoying an afternoon

of duck shooting. Then, as now, the Rothschilds owned the
sporting rights over this area, and in those Edwardian days his
lordship often entertained his weekend house party guests by
offering sport preceeded by a lavish luncheon, prepared by his
chef in a hunting lodge overlooking the water.

In 1918 Edward Bell secured a position as Assistant to the
Overseer of the Middle District of the GJC (from lock 22
Fenny Stratford to lock 46 Cowroast) at a wage of 15s. per
week. But this was thought to be a good amount for a very
young man, considering the 18s. earned by lock-keepers and
toll office staff. After 1918, it is true that their hours were re-
duced from 60 to 48 but, even so, one Marsworth man recalled
that if he was working at the Aylesbury end of the branch canal
he had to be up early enough to be on the job at 6 a.m. and then
walk home again after 6 p.m.

On his second day at work, Edward was asked to join the ice-
boat crew who were to break the six and a half miles from his
office in Marsworth to the canal basin in Walton Street, Ayles-
bury. He was to learn that this was a frequent occurrence in the
winters of those days, when up to 15 horses were needed to
haul the boat. The crew of 24 men boarded the iceboat to rock
the craft from side to side to break ice which could be up to 9
inches thick. In the era before unemployment benefit for the
boat people, they were often eager to follow the iceboat and
would assist the task with their own horses.

As time time went, Edward learned how to steer one of the 70
ft. long maintenance boats up the flight of seven locks between
Marsworth and Bulbourne, a tricky job as the short pounds
between these locks were difficult to navigate. Many of his
other duties he carried out using peddle power, and greatly

enjoyed cycling around the Tring area. Edward relished his
work and became fully acquainted with the complicated under-
ground water supply system. All water, other than rainfall into
the canal and drainage from the banks of the canal and railway
cuttings, had to be lifted into the Tring Summit by the various
pumps at Tringford Pumping Station. When Edward joined the
company, the old beam engine was still operating at Well No 3,
but even at that early date, a diesel plant was used to generate
electricity for the pumps in Well Nos. 1 and 2.

A major change came in 1929 when the amalgamation of sev-
eral canals took place to form the Grand Union Canal system.
Edward’s job in the big development scheme included involve-
ment with the construction of much concrete walling and driv-

ing many long lengths of sheet concrete piling.

As with any job, things did not always go smoothly and a few
years later the exceptionally dry summer weather resulted in
extreme drought. The local canals were desparately short of
water and Tring reservoirs were almost empty; the reservoir
beds resembled crazy paving from the pattern of cracks in the
dried mud. Part of Edward’s inspections at this time involved
walking (or rather crouching along) the underground chalk
headings which connect the reservoirs to the Tringford Pump-
ing Station. When the rains came to refill the reservoirs, a por-
tion of the length under the Tringford Reservoir collapsed, and
a coffer dam had to be constructed in order to carry out repairs.
This gave Edward the only opportunity in his 49 years of ser-
vice to inspect a section of this heading, the route of which ran
from the deepest part of Startops End Reservoir, then under the
Tringford Reservoir to the Pumping Station. He was able to
vouch for the fact that the heading is cut out of the chalk with
no brickwork lining to give support - an amazing feat carried
out by the old-time navvies of over 200 years before, working
on their knees and hacking away with pickaxes.

More of Edward Bell’s memories in a future issue of Village
News.

Canal Memories By Wendy Austin

The Rothschild staff awaiting the King at the reservoir

Edward Bell

Teatime Teaser Answer
(from page 8)

There is no "e" in the whole paragraph 'ees very clever no?'
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SELL YOUR HOME QUICKLY
AND PROFITABLY

with the help of

BY DESIGN (TRING) LTD

Sell FASTER and sell for MORE after a
HOME STAGING CONSULTATION

- get the help you need ranging from a few hours to a whole day.

Need some hands on to help to get your home ready to sell? Not
getting the response you expected from potential buyers? Why not
let us use our professional skills on your home for just a day and see
how much we can improve your chances of completing the sale you
need!

In the best of times it can be hard to achieve a fast, profitable sale.
Now it's even harder, so take advantage of our many years of ex-
perience in dressing and selling homes in this area. We strive to
minimise your costs and maximise your profits.

Ring 07979 381410 to discuss how we can be of help. Be assured
you will receive a friendly and professional response.

By Design (Tring) Ltd

Your local Interior & Garden Design Company

Hospice of St Francis supports Carers Week 2009

The Hospice of St Francis is supporting this year’s Carers
Week (8-14 June) by organising a special open afternoon in the
beautiful hospice grounds.

The event, which is taking place at The Hospice of St Franics
on 12th June at 2pm, will be a chance to take a tour of the build-
ing, listen to some jazz from a live band, enjoy a cream tea,
indulge in some pampering and simply relax in the sunshine.
Carers Week highlights the vital work done by those who pro-
vide unpaid care for someone who is ill, frail or disabled. This
year, the theme for the week is ‘Carers… the UK ’s secret
service’ and calls for carers to receive greater recognition for
the incredible contribution they make to their families and their
communities.

Along with many other events taking place across the UK ,
will help to support this hidden army of carers by giving carers
of people with terminal illness, the chance to take some time
for themselves or enjoy an afternoon out with the person they
care for.

Claire de Silva from the Hospice of St Francis said: “Many
carers in across Hemel, Berkhamsted and surrounding area
suffer due to a lack of understanding about what they do –
some don’t even recognise themselves as carers. This has a real
and negative impact on their health, finances, working and
social life, and general wellbeing. Our event is one of many

activities and services that the Hospice of St Francis provides
to support carers and make their lives as easy as possible.”

This year’s Carers Week is supported by the actor Sir David
Jason, who cared for his girlfriend before her death from breast
cancer.

Sir David said: “Having been a carer myself, I am all too aware
of the huge burden on those who are looking after a loved one
and the daily struggles they face. Carers really are the unsung
heroes of our society and all too often they struggle to get the
recognition they deserve. I’m proud to be part of Carers Week
and lend my voice to the call for more support and services for
carers”

Other celebrities supporting this campaign, all of whom have
had experience of caring, include Sir Geoff Hurst, Fiona Phil-
lips, Jonathan Dimbleby and Arlene Phillips.

Carers Week is a partnership of 10 national charities: Carers
UK, Counsel and Care, Crossroads Caring for Carers, Help the
Hospices, Macmillan Cancer Support, MS Society, Parkinson’s
Disease Society, The Princess Royal Trust for Carers, Vitalise
and WRVS.

For more information about the Hospice of St Francis Carers
Week event on June 12th, call Polly Traxler 01442 869555. Pop
into our shops to pick up a leaflet or visit the Hospice and find
out more.

This new clinic set in the tranquil and beautiful 
countryside at the village of Mentmore is now 
offering a range of osteopathy and complemen-

tary health treatments including: 
 
• Osteopathy including cranial  osteopathy 

• Naturopathy 

• Pilates and personal fitness training 

• Reflexology 

• Aromatherapy, remedial and sports  mas-
sage  

• Indian head massage 

• Hopi Ear candle treatment 

Each of these is provided by qualified and ex-
perienced therapists. For more advice and in-
formation please contact us on 01296 661081.

www.roseberyremedies.co.uk  



Pre-School News

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:
Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 
£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 

Sally Smith: 01296 661689 

June 2009Page 16

Village News

At the recent AGM, the Chair reported
that the previous 12 months had been one
of stability and growth. Numbers have
increased and the staff were congratulated
for the hard work and dedication that they
continue to give towards the children and
the smooth running of Pre-school.

Karen Davies and Amy Miles stepped down from the posts of
Fundraising Co-ordinator and secretary respectively and both
were thanked for the work they had done during the year.
Fundraising has been particularly well supported by all parents
and this has resulted in the purchase of many new toys for the
children to play with. The Committee Officers for the next
year were all unanimously elected as follows: Chair – Sally
Smith, Secretary – Kathy Sartin, Fundraising Co-ordinator -
Emma Brough.

We welcomed Indie Oxley to pre-school in May and are sure
that she will quickly make lots of new friends. In conjunction
with our topic of The Hungry Caterpillar, the children have
been studying real caterpillars as well as snails, tadpoles and
other assorted garden ‘creepy crawlies’. Needless to say, all
the children were transfixed whilst some of the parents tried
hard to control their own opinions!

The Sainsbury’s Active Kids scheme comes to an end on 5
June and we are delighted that we have collected nearly 2,000

vouchers. Thank you to everybody who has supported this
scheme – we now move on to jam jars for the sweet tombola!
If you have any empty jam jars (with their lids) that you don’t
require, please either deliver them to pre-school or call Sally
Smith on 661689 and she will come and collect them from you.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston
every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.15am –
11.45am during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and
Friday until 1.15pm. We welcome all children aged between
2½ and 5 and consequently many children stay with us until
they ‘cross the road to big school’.

If you would like to find out more about Pre-School or put
your child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either
Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or our Chair, Sally Smith,
on 01296 661689. Alternatively, why not come along to our
Open Day on Monday 13 July between 10am and 12 noon
when you and your child can see what happens at First Steps
Pre-school.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
On Wednesday mornings during term time, why not call in at
Toddlers, held from 10.00am – 11.30 at Victory Hall. All pre-
school children and their parents or carers are welcome to
come for a play or a chat, depending on age, with juice and a
biscuit just when you need it most! Contact Sally Smith on
01296 661689 for further information.

EXPECTING VISITORS 
Can’t accommodate them? Well we can. 

B&B 
Family room available - en suite bathroom,  
separate study area - TV - reasonable rates 
Farm house in the centre of Long Marston 

Phone Gillie 01296 668548 

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byron
in Pitstone

07860 340 130
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New name for bus stop

SHOWING a surprising degree of attention to detail, the replacement bus stop sign in the centre of Wilstone has
had a name change. The official designation of the stop at the wooden bus shelter used to be “Wilstone, Tring
Road Post Office”. An alert omnibus administrator somewhere has spotted that the Post Office is no more, so now
the stop is called “Wilstone, The Mill.” The printed book of timetables has yet to catch up, but no doubt it will as
these people are clearly on the ball. This free book, published by Buckinghamshire County Council, contains time-
tables for bus services in Aylesbury Vale, and our 164 village service is included. It can be obtained from the bus
station travel office in Aylesbury, and no doubt other places too. Some current information on the 164 service is
below. The travel enquiry number is 0871 200 22 33.

By Phil Buchi

Service 164 Departs Bus times: ns not on Sat - so Sat only

To Tring and Aylesbury
Long Marston, Queens Head.
Wilstone, The Mill.

0646ns 0751ns 0807so 0925 1139 1620 1708
0651ns 0756ns 0812so 0930 1144 1625 1719

From Aylesbury and Tring
Aylesbury bus station.
Tring, Rose & Crown

1220 1445 1700 1745
1244 1505 1725 1809

This new clinic set in the tranquil and beauti-
ful countryside at the village of Mentmore is 
now offering a brand new Pilates /Personal 

training studio which offers a range of classes 
including:- 

 
• Pilates Classes (max 6 persons) 
• Studio sessions incorporating the Pi-

lates Allegro reformer, rollers & balls 
• Golf Pilates courses designed to im-

prove golfers technique 
• Personal training and fitness classes 

 
Each of the classes is provided by Jacqueline 

Crane BSc (Hons) MSc, a Pilates and Personal 
Training Specialist. For more advice and in-
formation please contact 01296 661081 or Mo-

bile No. 07985574153.
www.roseberyremedies.co.uk

LONG MARSTON AND PUTTENHAM HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Children's 

BIKE RIDE 
 

Sunday 7th June 10.30am 
Start & finish at the QUEENS HEAD - Entry Fee 50p  

A PRIZE FOR EVERYONE WHO FINISHES 
If you're new to this event -  

It's a leisurely potter around the immediate area, which 
should take about 2 hours - with "clues" to entertain and a 
prize for all who finish.  It's not a race, and the clues are 
designed for people aged 14 and under.  Marking will be on 
the number of clues answered correctly without adult help. 

MORE INFORMATION - MARGARET KAYE 01296 662975

COMPETENT CHILDREN MAY CYCLE WITHOUT 
AN ADULT ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THEIR 

PARENT/GUARDIAN WHO WILL BE REQUIRED 
TO SIGN THEM IN AT THE START 
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Aylesbury
High St.

Weston Turville
Brook End

Aston Clinton

Tring
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Chapel End Lane
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Leighton
Buzzard

High Street

Route 164: Aylesbury - Tring - Leighton Buzzard Monday to Saturday

Gubblecote
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Problem with your windows? 
 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

Licensed Private Hire
Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 
All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 
 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site 
Welding - Tyres - 
Wheels balanced - 
Batteries - Exhausts - 
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servicing  
and repairs  

 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Wedding? 
Special Event? 

Arrive in style in my beautiful vintage 

Lagonda  
 

For full details & prices contact Chris Mann: 
Email -  chrism@bodyshopmag.com

Tel: 07785 972126 
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The agricultural story line…. by David Mead

SPRING arrived at last. I would have said a good spring; few
frosts, some beautiful bright sun, the daffodils lasted for weeks,
and now that we’ve had some rain the spring-sown rape and
maize will benefit. English asparagus and cricket - what more
can I say? I will try.

Sophie and Tom Leach have produced masses of asparagus this
time from their new beds outside Ivinghoe. The crop is har-
vested before the self-pick department opens so it’s out with
the long knives, bend the back and cut the crop just below the
surface. With established crops it can be cut until the longest
day.
Asparagus always goes with the opening of the cricket season.
In fact people would drive up to Worcester for the first game
and bring back the first bundles. Hardly a peace offering as
they had to be cooked and the hollandaise sauce prepared, but
what a day.

I had my day this spring. A phone call from across the field.
John had invited his father up from Pembroke, a keen supporter
but had never been to Lords. With the help of the internet
three tickets in the Mound Stand were acquired. I was invited
to show the way - well, where to get breakfast - and off we
went. Transport arrangements worked perfectly, breakfast good
if a little draughty. Start delayed by rain, and it was chilly, not
cold. Anyway the sun came out. I don’t remember it taking so
long to get to the Mound Stand - we had just got thawed out
when England hit the winning runs. I think Lords is a special
place, they don’t seem to have heard of the credit crunch up
there. They have put in new padded seats, new telescopic
flood lights, sight screens that become advertising boards when
the bowler bowls from the other end, masses of information on
the three tele screens and, I gather, plans for more develop-
ment at the Nursery End. I think father from Pembroke en-
joyed the day. To round off the day the taxi dropped us off at
the Half Moon, to gather strength for the walk home. What a
wonderful day. We won and we didn’t fall over.

It’s got me going now - with the rain lashing down outside - I
remember previous visit to Lords. My first visit was from
school 60 years ago. (I can’t believe what I’ve just written.) I
think three of us were given permission to go to Lords for an
Ashes Test against them down there. We went by Green Line,
got out and walked up the road to the ground. In those days
you could get tickets on the day. The queue, four deep,
stretched round the ground. Us lads found the end and we
slowly progressed. Suddenly the whole queue broke ranks.
Well, us lads were pretty fit. Order was restored and I think we
were some of the last to get in. You could sit on the grass in
those days, cheaper than a seat and no one to tell you to keep
off the grass with the threat of a £1000 fine. The pavilion was
the same then but all the stands are new now. Can’t remember
anything about the game - it was in the days of Bradman,
Hutton, Ray Lindwall, Compton and Edrich. Nowadays it’s

difficult to imagine there were two classes of cricketers: gentle-
men and players (amateurs and professionals). In fact they had
a match at Lords between the two classes.

I seem to remember the frivolous events like the man diving
into a foot of water in front of the Taverners’ bar, numerous
streakers, the blonde camerawoman who was presented with a
red rose, the man won his bet. The blonde who had been a dis-
traction all day disappeared, never to be seen again. Boos for
the male replacement. There was the six that landed on the
seat in front of me and finished up in my glass of beer. In the
old days you could hire a cushion. Well after a long day, result
possible, the umpires accepted appeal against bad light. Off
they went and on went the cushions.

I’ve got tickets for two one-day games the beginning of Sep-
tember. Will I want to pay homage to the sacred urn in the
museum, the Ashes returned to their rightful place? Let battle
commence. In the meantime grandson William Smith, 16 years
old, is playing for the Tring First XI. Now there’s a dream.

Spring is asparagus and cricket

‘Fore!’ - oh sorry wrong sport
(Photo: Colin Moore)
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Tring neighbourhood Policing
Welcome and hello from your Tring Neighbourhood Police
Team. Through these newsletters we hope to provide you all
with simple crime prevention advice for current crime trends in
the area and contact details for all the officers that cover your
area. Should need to speak to an officer then you can drop by
the station, call or email us and we will try to assist.

Stop garden thieves

Your garden, as well as your house has valued possessions that
thieves would love to steal. It also has equipment that could
help them break into your house.
Most burglars are lazy, they will look for easy ways of getting
into a house or garden. By taking a few simple precautions you
can reduce the risk of being burgled and make your house and
garden more secure.

What you can do
• Put away all tools and equipment and ensure that all outside

sheds and store cupboards are securely locked when not in
use.

• Bring the tools inside if you do not have a garden shed or
outbuilding.

• Use plant protection - such as thorny shrubs.

• Install outside security lighting which comes on automati-
cally.

• If you have a burglar alarm, why not extend it to cover out-
buildings and sheds?

• Photograph valuable garden plants or ornaments.

• Mark your property with your postcode. This makes stolen
property easier to trace and it can be positively identified as
yours.

• Check that your household insurance policy covers theft
from your garden and outbuildings.

• Join your local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

• If you have a burglary, don't move or touch anything, just
ring 999.

Distraction burglaries/bogus callers
Not all burglars break into homes - some will try to trick or con
their way in. They are known as bogus callers and will pretend
to be on official business from respectable concerns such as the
Utility Companies - Gas, Electricity and Water - or the Coun-
cil. They may claim to be tradesmen or workmen calling to
carry out urgent repairs.
Bogus callers succeed because they sound believable, so don't
be fooled. Make sure in your own mind that they are whom
they claim to be by following these simple steps:

• Think before you open the door - use your chain and spy
hole or look out of the window to see if you recognise them.

• Ask callers for proof of identity. Genuine tradesmen should
carry an identification card with their photograph on. Check
this carefully. If you are unsure, telephone the company the

caller claims to represent.

• The Utilities now offer a password identification system.
Any caller from one of these companies should be able to
give a pre-arranged password as additional proof of identity.

• Beware of callers who attempt to distract you by claiming
that they have seen something untoward in your rear garden
or somewhere which may encourage you to leave your house
- they may have an accomplice awaiting this distraction.

• If you are not convinced of the identity of the caller, don't let
them in. Ask the caller to come back later and arrange for a
friend, relative or neighbour to be present on their return or
ask the caller to contact this person.

Treat every stranger with caution. If you are still worried,
dial 999 immediately and ask for the police.

Our Contact Details
You’re Neighbourhood Officers for the West of Tring
(including Long Martson, Puttenham, Wilstone, and Gubble-
cote

PC 1907 Hunneysett
Stephen.hunneysett@herts.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 6096 Montgomery
Thomas.montgomery@herts.pnn.police.uk

You’re Neighbourhood Officers for central Tring (Including
the town centre)

PC 1026 Rutt
brian.rutt@herts.pnn.police.uk

PC 1406 Gibbs
Amanda.gibbs@herts.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 6516 Lennox
emma.lennox@herts.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 6641 Batson
lorraine.batson@herts.pnn.police.uk

You’re Neighbourhood Officers for Tring East

PC 1311 Pegler
tamsyn.Pegler@herts.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 6624 Symonds
Christopher.symonds@herts.pnn.police.uk

All Officers can be contacted through our Force Contact centre
on our Non-Emergency number: 0845 33 00 222, alternatively
contact your officer via their airwave radio whilst on duty by
calling 01707 354192 and stating the officers name. For More
information or advice visit our website at www.herts.police.uk
or visit the local police station.

From Herts Police



Page 21 June 2009

Village News

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome
Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 

Vale  
 Burner 
 Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers
OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR
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T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.
All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.
We also do turfing, grass cutting
and fencing.
All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  
01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a per-
sonal touch giving your dog the extra attention they

deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures
Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

Arboricultural services to include:
-Professional pruning of ornamental trees and
shrubs.
-The controlled sectional dismantling of dan-
gerous trees.
-Advice, supply and planting of appropriate
species.
-The supply of quality seasoned firewood.
-Tree hazard evaluation and written reports.

5 Nup End Lane, Win-
grave, Bucks, HP22 4PX.

Tel/Fax: 01296 682726.

Mob: 07884055207.

alexpeacock@btconnect.com
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Recipe page       by Anna Ashwell 

Anna’s  
 
Nettle 
 
Soup 

This recipe was given to me by my sister and, although she had never tried it, we gave it a
go and found it surprisingly good. The nettles are abundant at this time of year and give it
a ‘hint of spinach’.

Ingredients (serves two):

• 115g (4oz) potatoes

• 55g (2oz) nettles

• 15g (½oz) butter

• 500ml (1 pint) vegetable or chicken stock

• ½ a small onion

• 1 tbs cream, to serve (clotted works well)

Method:

• Chop the onion into small pieces and fry in a little oil and butter.

• Peel and dice the potatoes.
Wash & chop coarsely the nettles (Only pick the new, young tops, using gloves.
Remove any thick stalks).

• Melt the rest of the butter in a saucepan, add the nettles and stew gently for a few
minutes.

• Add the potatoes and heated stock, bring to the boil and simmer for 10 minutes or
until tender.
When all is soft, allow to cool slightly and then purée in a blender, adding season-
ing.

• Serve with a dollop of cream on top.

An excellent start to the 2009 season saw three maiden centu-
ries scored by young players on the first full weekend of
cricket. At Challow on Saturday 2nd May Mark Green reached
his first three-figure total of his career as he and captain Mike
Lyons put on 181 for the first wicket chasing 192 to win. A
comfortable 9 wicket victory saw Mark finish on 129 not out
and Long Marston safely into the next round of the Cherwell
League senior cup.

The following day, chasing Warner’s End’s score of 291 at
Marlins, Adam Wells and Matt Storey put on an opening part-
nership of 259. Adam (17 yrs) scored 130 and Matt (15yrs) 104
not out. We believe Matt may be the youngest century maker
in the clubs history.

Sunday 17th May saw our side victorious in the 3rd round of the
npower village cup with a win at Botany Bay. We travel to the
winners of Reed v Eversholt in round 4 on 31st May with a
regional final waiting at Marlins on Sunday 14th May if suc-
cessful.

Friday 22nd May starts our defence of the Coronation Cup at
Eaton Bray and on Tuesday 26th we are at home to Monks Ris-

borough in the Aylesbury Cup.

For the first time in its history Long Marston has fielded a third
eleven in the Cherwell League this season. Our first game was
against Tiddington at Lewknor on 9th May. Home games for
the Third eleven will be played at Mentmore Cricket club. We
are greatly indebted to the home club’s Chairman, Martin Mid-
dleton, for his help and support in getting this initiative under-
way.

Please don’t forget our Summer Ball on Saturday 25th July at
Marlins. This is a fund raising event for the club and a great
evening is in store. Live band, disco, six course meal, cham-
pagne fountain, magician and much more all included in the
price of the ticket. All plans are well under way. Come and join
us or even make up a table (10) for a great night out in the idyl-
lic surroundings at Marlins. Contact the author for more details
and ticket enquiries.

Long Marston Cricket Club By Paul Dumpleton



June 2009

Village News

Page 24

As a novice horticulturist Florence has a bit of a dilemma
regarding the slugs that have been visiting her vegetable
patch recently. As reported last month, she was convinced by
her cheapskate Dad to use plastic-bottle-cloches (rather than
anything else more costly) to control the slimy pests. Conse-
quently, she is now in a bit of a predicament.

As she only had enough plastic bottles to cover half her
plantlets, she had to leave the other half uncovered to fend
for themselves. The strange thing is that some of the
‘protected’ plants have been attacked by slugs (or something
else, as yet, unknown) but most of the unprotected ones have
been left completely alone.

So what should she do with the cloches - add more or remove
them all? Either way, she runs the risk of aggravating the
problem rather than alleviating it. The National Trust sug-
gests even more bizarre slug-repelling things to try, ranging
from crushed egg-shells and milk-traps to inverted orange
halves. We tried milk traps briefly; they might work against
slugs - but not against our cat. She drank the milk before the
slugs even got the faintest whiff of it and, to make matters
worse, then dug out half a row of chard in order to relieve
herself.

I have now reluctantly replaced the milk with some of my
precious beer, added a few more cloches (despite the para-
dox) and put crushed eggshells and oranges everywhere in-
between. Unfortunately, during our desperate fortification
manoeuvres, Florence accidentally stung herself on the net-
tles poking through the fence.

As I rubbed calamine lotion onto her sore arm, I explained
that her acting was a little over the top and that nettles were-
n’t all bad – in fact butterflies liked them and donkeys actu-
ally ate them. When I told her that we could eat them too, if
only we knew how to cook them, she became intrigued. So
we asked Mummy if she had any nettle recipes; oddly
enough she didn’t - but she knew someone who probably did.
Mummy’s sister, a bit of a latter-day hippie, was only too
keen to oblige and provided us with a simple ‘yummy’ recipe
for nettle soup. I wasn’t convinced about the ‘yummy’ bit;
especially when she let slip that she had never actually tried it
herself.
The ‘yummy’ soup required, amongst other things, 250g

of nettle tips. So Florence and I donned our gloves and
headed off to administer our revenge on the nasty sting-
ing-nettles. As Florence associates the wearing of gloves
with cold weather, she insisted on wearing a matching hat
and scarf as well as the gloves, despite it being a lovely
warm and sunny afternoon.

Having no idea how many nettle tips were required for our
soup, we just decapitated everything poking through the
fence and hoped for the best. Back in the kitchen the
scales revealed that our valiant efforts amounted to barely
half of what was required. To cap it all, once we had re-
moved all the stalks we were left with an embarrassingly
meagre 55g.

But, unfazed by our pathetically poor harvest (and still
wearing our gloves, of course) we set about making our
nettle soup. Although the prime-ingredient was somewhat
sparse, I wasn’t too concerned because I was fairly con-
vinced that our frothy green concoction would, at best, be
so revoltingly unpalatable that it would be dispatched
straight to the compost heap; a feeling that was all but
confirmed when six well-boiled ants surfaced in the brew.

Amazingly, and despite
my initial intense pessi-
mism, the soup tasted
remarkably good. Flor-
ence agreed wholeheart-
edly and wolfed hers
down at lightening speed
and then snatched my
bowl and guzzled all of
that too. I hope that she
is as keen on her vegeta-
bles when they are ready
to eat, especially consid-
ering the amount of time
and effort that we have
put into raising them. If,
despite all our efforts,

nothing makes it through to our table, at least our local nettle
supply should still be ok…or maybe not.

As I write, a noisy, blue tractor towing an agricultural lawn-
mower has just driven past the end of our garden. I daren’t
look, but I fear that locally-sourced, nettle-borne produce is
now going to be off the menu. No matter, there are sure to be
plenty of nettles elsewhere for us to use instead.

Coincidentally, our nettle-eating antics just happened to oc-
cur right in the middle of ‘National Be Nice to Nettles
Week’…and, if you are interested in learning more about the
much maligned nettle, you might also like to visit
www.nettles.org.uk.

If you have dared to try our soup (see Anna’s recipe) then the
World Nettle Eating Championships, on the 13th of June in
Dorset, could be your next challenge. Bon appétit!

Grasping the Nettle By Andy Ashwell

Is this a nettle Dad? - ouch yes!
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ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 
Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),
thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond
‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our
aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-
testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae

and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive,
messy dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment
We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601
Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it !

Modern living is blamed for many things and the imminent
demise of one of Long Marston’s most famous features is
causing great concern locally.

Over the past few years there have been numerous attempts to
rid the village of what many people see as a series of point-
less eyesores. Others regard them as familiar friends that en-
hance the charm of the local area and provide an ideal habitat
for some of our most frequent visitors.

Unfortunately, unless we band together as a community and
act against the marauding hordes of ‘do-gooders’ intent on
changing the face of our lovely village then, come the end of
June, it could well be “goodbye forever” to the Long Marston
that we know and love so much.

There is, however, a glimmer of hope that the proposed action
will, as has happened so often in the past, result in abject fail-
ure and that within a few short months (or more likely after
the first frost of autumn) things will very quickly return to
normal.

So, if you treasure those adrenalin-packed moments of panic
as you swerve around yet another pothole, or enjoy splashing
through freshly sprinkled tarmac hiding a bottomless chasm,
then you will be hoping, like me, that the Herts Highway-
men’s recent work will be down to its usual standard and
thus allow us all to return to ‘normality’ as quickly as possi-
ble.

The End of the Road? By Phil Rhôdes Come and hear Choral Evensong at St
Cross Church in Wilstone on July 5th

Evensong is one of the loveliest parts of the Anglican liturgy,
especially when most of the service is sung by the officiating
cleric and a choir. Musical treasures from the middle ages to
the present day are part of its heritage and many cathedrals
and university college chapels uphold the tradition to this
day. The greatest musical glories are arguably from the 16th

and 17th centuries from composers such as Tallis, Byrd or
Purcell, with some later 19th and 20th century flowerings in-
cluding from Stanford and Howells.

Evensong is the equivalent of Vespers in the Catholic church
and takes place in late afternoon or early evening. The musi-
cal elements include an introit, sung responses, a sung psalm,
two canticles – normally the Magnificat and the Nunc Dimit-
tis – and an anthem, plus of course prayers, Bible readings
and blessings.

With music from English composers Tallis, Gibbons and Ayl-
ward (and a continental note from Bruckner ), we hope that
on a balmy summer evening you will enjoy taking part in this
quintessentially English form of worship.

If you have never experienced Choral evensong before don’t
miss this opportunity. If you are familiar with its joys, we
hope you are looking forward to joining us in worship on July
5th.

WHEN I was fist learning to drive, many years ago, I met a vet
whose passion was to study nesting birds and their young. He
told me about the parent birds teaching their fledglings to avoid
hawks etc which usually fly at about 42mph. "You must re-
member to drive your car around country lanes at no more than
42mph, that way the young birds may be able to avoid you",
was his advice to me. He also informed me that his cat wore a
collar with 2 bells attached to it. "Why 2 bells?" I asked.
"Cause cats are very clever critters and can still stalk silently
with one bell on their collar, but with 2 bells attached they
hardly ever manage to catch the little birds." Then he laughed
and said with a twinkle in his eye "But they can still have a lot
of fun trying". Now the young birds are learning to
fly remember - no more than 42mph ! Orni Thologist

Sage advice!



Page 26 June 2009

Village News

WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

www.wilstonesticks.com 

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

carpets ● oriental Rugs ● upholstery 
 

High quality professional service 
Residential and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk  

R. Fordham
Plumbing and Heating

*Central Heating systems installed and repaired

*Bathrooms planned and installed to a high standard

*All your plumbing and heating needs covered.

Mobiles: 07776 112846 & 07966 530420
Office: 01296 660841

Email: robertfordham2@msn.com

22 Tring Road, Long Marston, Tring, Herts. HP23 4QL

Total Home 
 Maintenance 

 

Plumbing, tiling, carpentry, 
painting  

and decorating, flat pack assembly etc. 
 

Garden jobs such as patios, decking, fenc-
ing, shed assembly, children’s play areas. 

 

●Phone Alan on 07711 941 204 
●Based in Long Marston 
●All jobs considered 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and
wrapped for just £5 per Kg – with no minimum order.

Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers**

Call 01442 540082 or 07527 026579 
Email iron@domestikate.co.uk
Fully insured. www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. *Within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts.
** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household . Registered number: 6379767.

Domestikate Ltd 
Ironing Service 

Admira Infante 3/4 Guitar 
As New & With Case 

 

£85.00 (o.n.o) 
 

Contact:  Linda Ellis 01296 661136 

CHILDREN’S GUITAR FOR SALE 
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From the Vicarage by Rev'd Joanne Wetherall

Hoopla at Aldbury A big thank you for all the donated items
towards the event and also to those who braved the wet and
cold on Bank Holiday Monday to help us. In spite of the
weather we had a very successful day.

Our next fundraising event will be the refreshments at Mars-
worth Steam Rally on Sunday 14th June. Angus Munday is or-
ganising this event and he would appreciate any offers of help
on the day and donations of cakes too; please contact him on
01296 660303.

Sunday Club Elaine Smith is stepping down as leader and we
are delighted to have Jeannie Jenner taking over from her. We
would like to thank Elaine for her enthusiasm and all the hard
work she has put in for the children during the past ten years –
her last Sunday as leader will be 28th June.

News from All Saints Sudoku solution No39

Where does time go?

It's already June, there's not really any great surprise in that given that as last month was May, but somehow, whatever season
of the year it is, there are moments when it feels like time overtaken us and we have arrived at this moment with out being fully
aware of its passing.

Time takes on a different quality as we age too. As a child days felt endless, summer holidays stretched on and on and Sunday
afternoons, when we weren't allowed to go out to play, seemed interminable. In adulthood it all goes much too quickly certainly
birthdays are no longer so welcome, I haven't proudly added quarters or halves to my age for nearly forty years!

Where time is concerned we make good capitalists but poor poets. We treat time as a commodity referring to it in the same
terms as money we invest it, waste it, spend it. We forget to treat time as a quality of life, to enjoy and to trust. We make time
our enemy and in doing this we loose it.

I think the reason behind this is that we treat time as if it were a straight line. How different would our relationship with time be
if we thought of it as a circle of ever increasing dimensions, constantly returning us to situations and places we have been be-
fore so we can discover the things we missed in the first place?

By dividing the year into repeating pattern of months the ancients sought to teach us that the seasons of life are perpetual and,
whether we are tune with them and understand how they affect us or not, they will go on recurring with frightening regularity
almost, it may seem, with vengeance.

Perhaps this is why the things we do to other people are eventually returned to us, if for no other reason than what we do not do
with care and thought we will only clumsily repeat.

How do we change this cycle? If we are aware of our behaviour and consciously kind, then we will act in ways that create a cul-
ture of kindness, which naturally connects us to other people. If we are unconsciously selfish that too will promote an atmos-
phere around us, but one which eventually will leave us isolated.

The gift of time is not something we can grasp and accumulate. It isn't something we should be afraid of either. The purpose of
time is to make us aware of ourselves so that we can grow into the only thing really worth being; a totally human, human being.

Not a single philosopher, professional or artisan can compare to the open hearted individual who through living has become fully
alive.

As a Church we are celebrating Pentecost, the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We believe it acts as a corrective force
making us alive to our imperfections and providing us with the will and energy to change. It is an essential element to Christian
faith.

The presence of God's Holy Sprit enables me to understand my life, my time on earth, as something not to be hoarded away in a
private existence safe and secure, but a risk a gamble. In this way I may just have the chance of becoming more than an off the
peg, standard person, through loving and losing, and sharing my joys, my dreams and my sorrows in a community of faith which
believes everything has an eternal meaning outside of the limits of time.
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Tring Chamber Music
Tring Chamber Music celebrates its sixth summer season of
top class professional concerts given in local
venues. These concerts bring you a world of wonderful music,
entertainingly introduced and played by world class
musicians, right here on your doorstep.

Our first concert, ‘Puttin’on the Fritz’, has an unmistakeable
twenties flavour, including music by Gershwin, Haydn and
Fritz Kreisler. Saturday May 23rd 7.30pm Aldbury Church.

The second concert, ‘Mozart…Mostly’, does exactly ‘what it
says on the tin.’ Has Amadeus ever written more beautiful mu-
sic than his great D major String Quintet? Find out for yourself
on Saturday June 20th, 7.30pm Tring Church.

In concert three you will be transported by a wonderful tenor
voice in the atmospheric and poignant song cycle about World
War One, ‘On Wenlock Edge’ by Vaughan Williams. This
will be followed by the unashamedly romantic piano quintet by
Schumann. Friday July 10th 7.30pm The Court Theatre @ Pen-
dley.

Book early for ‘Music by Candlelight’ to avoid disappoint-
ment. You will hear Mozart and Bach followed by
Messiaen’s momentous, celestial ‘Quartet for the End of
Time’, one of the most profoundly expressive and moving
works to emerge from World War II. Enhanced by a stunning
acoustic and an intimate candlelit setting, this should
certainly be a special experience to complete the season. Sun-
day September 20th 7.30pm Long Marston Church .

For further information phone Tring Chamber Music on 01442
822732 or email jehorder@aol.com.

Tickets: £13, Concessions £11,Under 18s free
Season Tickets: ‘4- for-3’: £39, £33
Three-Concert: £33, £27.
Please make cheques payable to: “TCM Concerts”
and send with s.a.e. to
1, Pendley Bridge Cottages, Tring, Herts HP23 5QU
Information t: 01442 822 732 e: jehorder@aol.com

As part of Bucks Open Studios 13 - 28 June 2009 Artists all
over Buckinghamshire are opening up their studios for the last
two weeks of June.
One of them, our very own Phil Madley, who works and lives

in Wilstone, will be exhibiting his
unique wax paintings, demon-
strating and perhaps organising
some classes.

His studio is at 50 Tring Road,
Wilstone, Herts. HP23 4PD
which is three doors down from
the Half Moon pub.

Phil works using encaustic wax,
irons and hot air guns and his
paintings are quite unlike any-
thing else. He is a member of
various art societies and takes
part in both the Herts and Bucks

Open Studios.

Not only a professional artist but also a popular demonstrator
and lecturer, Phil gives talks and demonstrations to Art Clubs
and societies throughout Southern England. He is teaching
encaustic wax painting at Missenden Abbey Summer School
during the last week of July.

His studio will be open 10am - 6pm everyday except Mondays
and Thursday 25 June.

ENTRY IS FREE so come and have a chat, maybe a cup of tea,
see all his latest work and pick up a free brochure showing all
the artists in Bucks Open Studios and where to find them.
For more information www.philmadley.com

Bucks Open Studios
This is a sad story of a badger, I was working in the garden
recently. This is the "land at the rear of 36-42 Tring Road
Wilstone" that I have rented for the past 23 years, and is soon
to be built on by the Councils Agents, Aldwych.

I went to the compost heap to fill a plant pot ready for new
plants. To my surprise and disappointment I discovered a
Badger that had decided to settle in a heap of grass cuttings to
spend it’s last hours and had passed away. It had made a de-
pression in the grass to form a kind of comfortable nest, there
were no signs of damage
to indicate that it had
been attacked by any
other animal or hit by any
sort of vehicle.

It appeared to be quite a
young badger and there
were no obvious indica-
tions or signs to show
why it had come to the
end of it’s life in the
grass cuttings.

There must be a Badger
Sette some where reasona-
bly close to the Village as there have been one or two sight-
ings of Badgers on this land over a period of time.

The Badger has been given the name Bill but he might have
been a Bellinder, anyway the name Bill now appears on the
cross over his grave in a quiet corner of this plot of land un-
fortunately the grave will probably have a road built over it in
the not too distant future.

It would be interesting to know if anyone has sighted any
badgers in the Village, if so I would very much like to hear
about them.

A short life - can you help? By Vic Spratt

A peaceful passing
(Photo courtesy of Vic Spratt)



Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site: www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:
01296 661999
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It’s a Sunday and I feel very happy inside.
Yesterday I went on a rescue mission to a car park in Milton
Keynes. It all seemed somewhat seedy. We parked up along
side other people sitting in their cars waiting in anticipation. In
fact it was to meet a battered old red post office van, which
was filled to the brim with battery hens.
Everyone clustered round the back of the van to get the first
glimpse of the poor things, what met us were pale tired eyes,
featherless skinny bodies and a stench you cannot describe.
These hens were the lucky ones; they are about 18 months old
and had been doomed for slaughter, for cheap meat pies and
baby foods. For their whole short life they live in a cage the
size of an A4 piece of paper. They have no space to stretch or
turn around. They also have very long claws as their normal
behaviour would be to scratch the ground looking for bugs
which would in turn ground the claws down.
I do not go to the battery farms myself; I merely meet the res-

cuers in a designated area and pick them up. This rescue was
done by free-at-last.org.
I talk to friends and family about what I do. I think they think I

am barmy I know my husband does but he has got used to me
trying to save every animal on the planet.
Keeping chickens is one of the most rewarding things. Not
only do they give you beautiful eggs they also give you a sense
of satisfaction and they are ultimate time wasters.
The battery hens I have just collected are for myself, friends

and neighbours. They will take a while to adjust to freedom.
They are scared of the sky and absolutely everything. This
soon passes. As I sit here now nearly all 10 of my hens have

ventured outside for a look into the unknown.
The amazing thing about chickens is how adaptable they are.

It doesn’t take long for them to readjust to normal behaviour
and to look like normal chickens; the feathers will grow back
and quite quickly.
The title of my story is lemon chicken, well the chickens come
in all shapes and sizes, some are featherless some are not and
some have different characteristics. Lemon is one of those. She
got her name from a small bump below her eye that looks like
a lemon. It will be checked at the vets.
If anyone is interested in becoming an ex battery chicken

owner then please do some research into what their needs are
as to correct housing, feed, and where do they go whilst I am
on holiday.
Some useful websites are www.batterywelfaretrust.co.uk,
www.freeatlast.org, www.Henrehomers.com
I have a son of 1 and he adores all our chickens they are fantas-
tic family pets.
I shall be going on future rescues. The next one is in a month’s
time. A date is to be confirmed. So if anyone feels they would
like to give a new home to these poor girls. Please contact me
on 07711 519750 or 01296 634900
If you feel owning chickens is too much you can help when
you are shopping. Only buy free range chicken meat and free
range eggs. Check the ingredients on things like salad cream
for free range eggs, it will say if it is.
I live in Puttenham and I would like to thank my neighbours,
Trevor and Trudy for putting up with all the animals and escap-
ees into their garden. They have been very patient.

Lemon chicken! By Natalie McGrath

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

Make a start by the usual inspection method. All will go
well to start with but then you may find a hurdle to jump
before you can get back onto the home straight!

No 40 Easy

Well done to Long Marston Dog Club for a successful eve-
ning of examinations by the Kennel Club for their Good Citi-
zen Dog Scheme.

The scheme aims to improve the overall life of dog and owner
through training and good practice e.g. health care and nutri-
tion (for the dogs not the owners!).

Special congratulations to Wilstone residents Bruce and his
sister Lily!.

Congratulations to all the Bronze and Silver
Good Citizen Dog Scheme Award winners

By Caroline Beevers
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Local names and numbers 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Your editor for July/Aug will be:
Colin Davenport
01442 890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our advertising managers:
Alison & Matthew White
01296 660402
villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Deadline for next issue is
Thursday 18th June
for the July/August edition, published on 1st July 2009.

Read Village News on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Brian Rutt 0845 33 00 222
PCSO Emma Lennox 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858
Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Rachel Mead 01442 823570
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Sheila Hill 01442 823463
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544
Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Vicar
Rev’d Joanne Wetherall
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saints:
Angus Munday 01296 660303
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Marys:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Sally Smith 01296 661689
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group
Sally Smith 01296 661689
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 4459
Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training
Claudia Cox 01296 668752
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Whitchurch Morris Men
Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers
Jane Cole 01442 828272
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Carole Harrison, 01296 668526.
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CPRE (Campaign to protect Rural England) have launched a
campaign to raise awareness and to try and tackle the increas-
ing amount of litter and fly tipping that is now spoiling many
parts of the country. Entitled ‘Stop the Drop’ it aims to get as
many people on board as possible to help in its mission of
cleaning up Britain.

Nationally, the problem of litter has increased sharply since the
60’s, with half a billion pounds spend by local authorities each
year trying to clear it up. This litter is almost entirely made up
of food and drink packaging; the annual amount weighing the
equivalent weight of 62,500 jumbo jets!
On a more local level we all need to take care of our parish.
Our litter problem is generally not too bad within the village
centres and recreation grounds, due in part to responsible vil-
lagers and our trusty village warden.
The majority of local litter is food and drink packaging thrown
into verges and hedgerows from passing vehicles. When walk-
ing the streets, lanes or even towpaths, picking up any of this
unwanted rubbish would be much appreciated and would help
in keeping the area tidy. The less litter that is around, the less
it encourages.

Another big source of litter is plastic bags. The average person
will use 300 carrier bags a year, and as each bag is typically
used for 12 minutes before it is thrown away, this has become a
serious problem for the environment. Most people believe that
plastic bags biodegrade, but in fact they don’t, they photode-
grade, meaning that they break down in to smaller bits which
contaminate soil, waterways and oceans and enter the food
chain when eaten by animals. 90% of waste that ends up in the
ocean is plastic with as many as 100,000 birds, whales, seals
and turtles dying every year having consumed it in some form
or another.

Many supermarkets are now offering to take back your old,

used plastic bags in order to recycle them. Marks and Spencer
has enforced their 5p charge per carrier bag, and it has been
well documented that the usage of plastic bags from Marks and
Spencer has gone down by 70% as more and more people are
buying the environmentally friendly ‘Bags for life.’

Probably one of the most objectionable forms of litter is fly-
tipping. It is an eyesore that pollutes the environment and is a
hazard to domestic animals and wildlife. It is nationally be-
coming a very serious issue with rubbish being dumped some-
where every 35 seconds! In Tring Rural it is already an in-
creasing problem, with the main dumping sites being in Watery
Lane and the road out of Puttenham. These incidences are
likely to increase further when Tring Tip closes. While out
walking or cycling, if you see someone tipping, please record
as much information as possible and contact the police (not the
parish council, as unfortunately they have no enforcement
power.)

This will be greatly appreciated by all. If you just find the rub-
bish, please ring the local authority
(01442 867858) who will usually
clear it pretty quickly.

Dog poo is still an issue; please clean
it up and dispose of responsibly.
Don’t put it in a bag and hang it on a
tree as so many seem to be doing.
Odd as it may seem to those that do
it, it’s actually being of no help at all.

The Parish Council is planning to
organise a Big Tidy Up later in the
year, so watch out for details and
come along and join in. Any suggestions / comments on this
subject contact a member of the council (phone no’s in this
issue) or e-mail the Clerk at clerk@tringruralplc.org.uk

Don’t tie your poo in a tree.

LOCAL girl Joanna Casemore is willing to leap into thin air
to raise money for the Chilterns MS Centre.

Joanna, who works at the garden centre cafe at Bulbourne, is
seeking sponsors for her tandem skydive on 30th May.

The Chilterns MS Centre provides drug-free symptom man-
agement therapies for people with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).
Each week 200 people visit the Centre for treatment and in
2008 nearly 10,000 treatment sessions were delivered to over
400 people with MS by 15 specialist therapy staff. MS is a
degenerative disease with no cure and no known cause and is
the most common cause of neurological disability in young
adults. In the UK 85,000 are affected by MS. Each week 50
new cases are diagnosed. No two people will experience the
same symptoms. No one is turned away from the Centre,
however minor or severe their disability.

The aim of the Centre is to help people to help themselves
and give them back control over their lives.

If you would like to help, Joanna’s sponsorship forms can be
found in the Wilstone village shop and at the garden centre
cafe.

Sponsors for sky jumper Local incidents upset Wilstone village

Carrying on from the vandalism caused by some local youths
in the recreation ground, reported in the last issue of Village
News, it has emerged that several weeks ago some teenagers
had been drinking outside the village hall. These teenagers
then decided to ring the doorbells of local residents before
going on to running over the roof and bonnet of a resident’s
car and emptying the contents of rubbish bins in various
places in the village.

These incidents have been reported to the local police and
community support officers. A number of residents are con-
cerned that this low level (although extremely upsetting and
inconvenient) acts of vandalism may increase to more serious
and potentially dangerous levels, when, with the longer sum-
mer evenings the incidents of underage drinking in the area
may increase.

It is not only the litter (cans, bottles and other unpleasant
items) that pose a problem to residents and visitors, but also
the increased levels of noise.

Nobody wants the teenagers not to enjoy themselves, we were
all there once, however it would be nicer for all if a little con-
sideration were given to those who live in the local area.
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D-Day commemoration at village fête
THE 65th anniversary of the D-Day landings in 1944 falls on
the same day as the Wilstone village fête - Saturday 6th June.
To mark the anniversary there will be a commemoration at the
village fête at Wilstone recreation ground at about 2pm. (The
fete begins at 12.30.) Veterans are invited to wear their medals.

The focus of the Royal British Legion’s celebrations will be at
Portsmouth, with a 1940’s theme with everyone encouraged to
join in. There will be jazz and dance bands and many other
features of a family day out - not unlike the Wilstone fête in
fact. In Normandy the British Legion will plant thousands of
small flags bearing messages of thanks and dedication from the
British people. There is more information on their website:
www.britishlegion.org.uk.

D-Day began at 00.00 on 6th June 1944 when, after two years
of preparations, a combined fleet of eight allied navies assem-
bled around 7,000 vessels in the English Channel. 156,000
troops had an uncomfortable crossing from the English south
coast to the Normandy beaches, most having been at sea since
the previous afternoon. The assault force was made up of units
from the USA, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, the Netherlands, New Zea-
land, Norway and Poland. 11,000 aircraft were mustered to
provide support to the landings. The British and Canadian con-
tingents landed at the beaches code named Gold, Juno and

Sword between Bayeux and Caen. On that
first day there were 10,000 allied casualties,
which included 2,500 deaths. Many of the
dead from both sides in the Battle of Nor-
mandy are buried in cemeteries - some vast -
in the battlefield area. Today, relics of the
conflict are still very much in evidence along
the Normandy coast including, at Arroman-
ches, part of the amazing “Mulberry” harbour
that was towed across the Channel in sec-
tions.

One of the two official war graves in Wil-
stone cemetery is that of Private Robert Fre-
derick Winter. Robert Winter was with the
1st Battalion, the Oxfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire Light Infantry which landed in
Normandy as re-enforcements after the ini-
tial invasion. Fighting near Caen he was hit
by two bullets. His wallet stopped the first
one, but he was less fortunate with the sec-
ond which badly wounded him. Flown back
to the UK by the Royal Canadian Air Force
and taken to a military hospital in Wales, he
died from his wounds on 9th August 1944, age just 21.

By Phil Buchi

Robert Winter
in Normandy
before he was
wounded.
(Photo courtesy of
his sister, Mrs Betty
Evett.)

Our Wilstone heroes
My interest in local and military history has led me to research
the nine names on the village war memorial.
By going to the commonwealth war graves commission web
site it is possible to look up anyone who was killed in action.
If the name is common there may be several soldiers listed and
identifying the right one is impossible, however by going to the
popular census websites it is possible to find the ages of our
local soldiers which has helped me pinpoint them more accu-
rately.
Here are the nine names and what I found out about them:
• Charles Badrick, died with no known grave and is com-

memorated on the Arras memorial in France.
• Walter Cartwright, died aged 41, buried in Wilstone ceme-

tery.
• William Dover, died aged 38, buried in Wilstone cemetery.
• Ernest Goodson, died aged 47, is commemorated on the Ma-

dras war memorial.
• Arthur Proctor, probably died in 1916 aged 30, no known

grave, commemorated on Theipval war memorial.
• Frank Payne, too many listed to pinpoint him.
• Alfred Coker, died 1917, aged 35, buried at Hooge Crater

cemetery in Ypres, Belgium
• Walter James Reeve Foskett, died 1914 aged 28, buried at

Boulogne cemetery.
• Jesse Rodwell , died 4th Jan 1917 , aged 37, buried in Munich

Trench cemetery, Beuamont-Hamel on the Somme.
The Spratt family has had a family holiday in the village of
Beaumont-Hamel in the Somme area of France many times.
We stay in a cottage which is in no-mans land, between the
front line trenches. We have walked across many of the battle

fields, however it
was only this time
we managed to find
the grave of Jesse
Rodwell in the Mu-
nich Trench ceme-
tery, which happened
to be only half a mile
from our cottage,
and decided to visit
to pay our respects.
From the cemetery,
which is on a slight
ridge ,we could see
another five cemeter-

ies showing the extent of the slaughter. On the horizon, about
three miles away, the huge memorial at Thiepval is visible.
This has the names of 73,000 men who died on the Somme and
were never found.
The battle of the Somme started on 1 July 1916 and on that
first day the British suffered 60000 casualties. Our poor man
probably survived this hell for six months before he was killed.
On the way home on a previous trip we have also visited the
grave of Walter Foskett in Boulogne. He is buried in a military
part of Boulogne’s main civilian cemetery. I can only imagine
that the soldiers buried here had been evacuated out of the front
line , wounded and sadly never made it home.
A visit to the battle fields of the Somme is well worth a visit to
anyone interested in military history, and the surrounding
countryside is very peaceful now. If anyone wants to know
more feel free to contact me.

By Ricky Spratt

Paying respects to the fallen
(Photo courtesy of Ricky Spratt)


