
THE new bus route 164 serving these 

villages is a big improvement on the 

previous service.  Operated by Redline 

on behalf of Bucks County Council, 

the straight-line route from Leighton 

Buzzard to Aylesbury running in both 

directions offers shorter journey times 

than the old ‘circular’ route and a 

timetable that makes more sense.  It is 

now possible to visit Tring or Ayles-

bury in the morning, and get back in 

time for lunch, for example. There are 

still early morning services which get 

to Aylesbury in time for people to get 

to work there, or to catch trains to 

London.

As a bonus, the previously unknown 

delights of a trip to Leighton Buzzard 

are also available to us in the after-

noons, giving enough time to visit 

friends and relations or sample the 

shops. The whole route is available free to 

senior citizens who hold one of the new 

2008 bus passes. Bucks County Council 

fund this village bus service and if you 

haven’t used it before you may like to give 

it a try. It would probably encourage BCC 

to continue with it if they had a few more 

passengers. 

We have reproduced below the main times 

most likely to interest our readers. The full 
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New village bus route 164  

timetable is displayed at bus stops.

One example of the afternoon service to

Leighton Buzzard (High Street) is: depart 

from Wilstone 1249, Long Marston 1254, 

arriving at Leighton Buzzard at 1320.  Return 

services from Leighton Buzzard are at 1535

and 1630. Journey time is approximately 30 

minutes.

 (Thanks to Jeff Rodwell for the information in 

this article.)

Service Departs Times - ns not on Sat - so Sat only 

To Aylesbury
L Marston

Wilstone

0646ns  0751ns  0807so  0930  1132  1600  1712

 0651ns  0756ns  0812so  0935  1137  1605  1717

From Aylesbury 
Aylesbury

Tring

                                                    1215  1430  1645  1745

1235  1450  1705  1809

Bus 164 leaves Wilstone at 1249 for Long Marston 

and Leighton Buzzard.
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Editor this month: Colin Moore

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.

Phone:    01442 890599

Editorial Team 

Caroline Beevers, Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran 

Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard 01296 661172

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

Church services

Deadline for items for our next edition 

(July) is Thursday 19th June 2008.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Village News’

www.wilstone.me.uk and click ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

1 June

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

2 June (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

8 June

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

15 June 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

16 June (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

22 June

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and 

Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

6.00pm St John The Baptist Aldbury

Team Evening Service

29 June

10.00am St Peter and St Paul, Tring Patronal

Holy Communion

It’s that time of year again and this year Wilstone starts 

the season of fetes, fun-days, shows and other events 

that will be running throughout the parish for next few 

months. So keep your diaries at the ready and be sure to 

check our Whats On column for details.

I think many of this months contributors have already 

got into the mood and have produced a crop of enter-

taining and interesting articles. It good to see items by 

younger readers and we would like to see more.

However many of our articles have a more serious note 

and again we pick up (excuse the pun )on two of our 

more urgent social problems -litter and anti social be-

haviour. 

Litter and the its more serious manifestation, fly tip-

ping, is unlikely to helped by the impending closure of 

the Tring tip.

We continue to see improvements for walkers all over 

the parish with the replacement of the old wooden 

styles with metal kissing gates. These may not appear 

so rustic but are more easily negotiated by all. Well 

done to the footpaths people.

St Mary’s Puttenham
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 18 June, Wilstone village hall.

Wednesday 16 July;  Puttenham Cecilia Hall. 

Saturday 7 June

Wilstone village fete: Wild West Wilstone!

Sunday 8 June

Children's bike ride event.

Sunday 15 June

Marsworth Steam Rally.

Saturday 28 June 

Midsummer Ball, Cheddington Village Hall. 

Sunday 29 June

Family Games (Puttenham).

Saturday 5 July

   Summer Ramble

Saturday 12 July

Family Fun Day 2-4 pm Wilstone Church Gardens

Tuesdays 29th July

Childrens Arts & Crafts Lm Village Hall pm

Saturday 4 August

Long Marston Annual Show.

Tuesday 5th, 12th & 19th August

Childrens Arts & Crafts Lm Village Hall pm

Sunday 10 August

St. Mary's Patronal Festival and fun day.

Saturday 6 September

Jumble sale at Puttenham (to be confirmed).

Saturday 13 September

Beds & Herts sponsored bike ride

26 - 28 September

Art exhibition at Tring School (FoTS)

Saturday 11 October

October Supper and Auction

   Friday 17 October

   Slide show  Wilstone Village Hall 

Saturday 1st November

DBC "Free Family Fun Day" 10am - 4pm, L. Mar-

ston

Tuesday 11 November

Remembrance Day Compline at St. Mary’s.

Tuesday 16 December

Carols around the tree at Long Marston.

Marsworth Steam Rally 

Sunday 15th June.
As in previous years we are providing the refreshments for 

this all day event. I would appreciate donations of cakes and 

any offers of help on the day.

Carole Harrison - 01296 668526 (Leave a message and

 I will get back to you).

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: June 5th and 19th.
Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30
Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35
Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40
Long Marston (Queen’s Head)           14.50 to 16.20

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please con-
tact our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome.  Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Sally Smith: 01296 661689 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

WILSTONE’S FANTASTIC FUN DAY       preview by Eileen Doley

OLDER-ish ONES: This year why not make this a really memorable event just for YOU and on Saturday 12 July sneak 

off a little early after lunch on your own, and be sure to arrive at Wilstone village church gardens right on the dot of 2 pm.  

Why not make a point of picking up a home-made cake to amaze folk who just might later pop in unexpectedly that day for 

tea, not realising you’ve been out all the afternoon.  Yes it is a juvenile game but why not even try yourself to Splat a Rat to

serve on toast to satisfy the family pet - unless of course it happens to be a rodent itself.  And to please the family cat even

adults are encouraged to try a shot at the Ping Pong game to win a “jelly fish” - maybe not quite what your particular feline 

would enjoy!

With unexpected time on your hands and no juvenile distractions, there’s the opportunity to really inspect the near antiques 

on the bric-a-brac table, with an eye to investment?  Go on, you’ve seen all those shows on the box so why could it not be 

you in full magnificent close up at one of the TV auctions?  And at last, metaphorically, put your feet up and enjoy a breather 

in the church gardens indoor mini restaurant area.

YOUNGER ‘UNS:  Thinking of coming to Wilstone’s Family Fun Day this year?  Well if you haven’t been able to sneak off 

to a local casino lately, bring your pocket money along on 12 July, and you would not believe the outlets there where you can 

hazard a very very small wager.  There’s the Number Board, Treasure Map, No. of Sweets in a Jar (but if you win, re-

member your last visit to that oh so friendly local dentist, and share them out).  And what about the always so popular Money 

Game where EVERY entrepreneur just MUST win, anything from as 1p to £1 for only 20p a shot.

And, here’s a really tempting offer.  If you bring a dog with you on Fun Day you can enter a FREE RAFFLE.  Just come 

along with a dog, hopefully your own and write his/her name and your phone number on a ticket which will go into a draw, 

and you could win £5!.  If you don’t actually own a dog yourself, then borrow one, but we’ll be logging its description 

so .......................................

PS:  Oh, forgot to say all prizes will be declared at 3.50 pm!
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The Puttenham Page 

MAY-DAY REPORT

WHAT a wonderful turn-out this year. So many people made that spe-
cial effort and rose extra early to enjoy the May-Day singing and 
breakfast that followed, creating a fantastic atmosphere. 

Our special thanks to The Ridgeway Chorale led by Richard Gylls, 
making it all possible and braving the very early morning by singing 
madrigals at 6am from the top of St Mary’s tower to the enjoyment of 
those listening in the churchyard below. Afterwards over 50 people 
enjoyed a breakfast in the Cecilia Hall.

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST

FAMILY  GAMES
IN THE GARDEN OF

“OAKLEY HOUSE”

PUTTENHAM
(by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. Kelland)

SUNDAY, 29thJUNE

from 2 p.m.
Your annual chance to become a

“Champion” and win a medal !

****** Fun for ALL the Family ******

8 ‘Sports’ – Tea Marquee – Produce Stall

Wooden Horse Races

St Mary’s Tower
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  Letters...

This is an edited extract from a  letter to the Chairman of 

Tring Rural Parish Council about Tring Reservoirs  Ed. 

You have probably seen the recent 

press reports about the changes that 

are occurring at Tring reservoirs. 

The reservoirs belong to British Wa-

terways, however until recently the 

Rothschild Estates retained the own-

ership of the shooting and fishing 

rights. British Waterways have now 

acquired these sporting rights. 

Angling, is now to be managed for British Waterways by 

two local groups.

Trout fishing at Tringford reservoir will continue very much 

as before but under the management of Mr David Wilkinson 

Phone 01296 632747, 07799 540001.

Coarse fishing on the other reservoirs Marsworth ,Startops 

and Wilstone will be controlled jointly by the Tring Anglers 

and British Waterways. Day tickets are available from the 

bailiff on the bank and night fishing season permits will 

continue to be available from British Waterways - email 

john.ellis@britishwaterways.co.uk or phone 01908 302556.

The Tring Anglers,are based in Tring, and have recently 

celebrated our 60th Anniversary. We are a small, friendly 

club, who take pride in our Junior activities. We hold regu-

lar Saturday afternoon teaching sessions, where youngsters  

are taught how to fish responsibly. A parent or guardian 

needs to attend but teaching, equipment and baits are all 

provided free.

Dick Pilkinton, Public Relations Officer The Tring Anglers. 

01582 841985  RPilki6002@aol.com 

Graham Thorpe recently complained to Thames Water con-

cerning the unpleasant odours from the Sandbrook Lane 

pumping station and this is their reply so we all know now 

what to do! Thames Water can be contact at 

Thames Water

Customer Relations

P.O. Box 436

Swindon SN38 1TU

E-mail: Customer.Feedback@thameswater.co.uk

Telephone 0845 9200800 (24 hours)

Ed.

I am sorry to hear that this problem regarding odours from 

our pumping station is ongoing.  The first report of odours 

here was early in November 2007, and was found to be due 

to a problem with the chemical dosing.  This was rectified.  

Further foul odours have since been reported, and our engi-

neers are investigating this matter further.

I would like to assure you that we realise the impact odours 

can have on our neighbours, and are taking this matter very 

seriously.  A copy of your letter has been passed to the team 

investigating this, and we will endeavour to do all we can to 

minimise the risk of future odours.  

Should the local residents ever notice any problems we 

would ask them to also contact us directly, as this gives us 

the opportunity to investigate the problem and check that 

our assets are working correctly.  Our 24 hour Customer 

Centre number is 0845 9200800.

Thank you for taking the time to write to us about this.

Yours sincerely

Michelle O'Malley.

Customer Relations Thames Water.

Dear Editor

We would like to thank the people of Long Marston for being so friendly and helpful during 

our recent holiday in the village. Initially we were only going to stay for two days, but a 

stroke of luck meant that we had to extend our stay to just over three weeks. 

Although our vacation was billed as an “archaeological working holiday digging for relics in 

an idyllic setting” there was in fact very little work for us to do. My friends and I slogged hard 

on the first day, digging holes here, there and everywhere and were lucky enough to unearth 

some very old and interesting pipe artefacts dating from the 18th Century. 

Our reps from Thames Water Holidays told us to fill the holes with water to hide our treasure, 

put up a lot of red and white fencing, make some tea and guard the holes with our lives. So 

that’s what we did…for three whole, lazy days. Our relaxing time ended abruptly when TWH asked us to extend our dig to a 

busy road junction in Aylesbury where some unusual free-flowing traffic had been discovered.

After two exhausting weeks of digging holes, stopping traffic, erecting red and white fences and drinking more tea we filled 

the holes, packed up our gear and headed back to Long Marston to resume our holiday and re-bury our treasure.

So thank you once again for receiving us with such friendliness and warmth. We look forward to seeing you all again very 

soon.

Fondest regards,

Walter Leaks.
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  In Brief...

CanCan costumes chosen
COSTUMES for the Wilstone Fete Cancan have been se-

lected, and jolly fine they are too we are told.  

The troupe of local ladies who have daringly agreed to per-

form this once-banned dance will look splendid. We will 

certainly be seeing more of them than is usual, so don’t 

miss the opportunity on Saturday 7th June. Boys and girls 

(and adults too) in Western costume can join them in the 

parade through Wilstone village.  Be in place at the War 

Memorial by 12.45 and be part of the Wild West Wilstone 

show! Organisers say that everyone is welcome to join in.

Local farmer on medieval TV
DAVID MEAD, who writes our Village News Agricultural 

Story Line, recently appeared in the BBC TV programme 

“Christina: a medieval life”, which followed the life of a 

small peasant farmer not far from here in the 1300’s.  In 

response to questions from well known TV historian Profes-

sor Michael Wood, David described how small farmers 

would have been affected by the disastrous rains and floods 

which culminated in the Great Famine of 1316.  A number 

of Aberdeen Angus cattle had supporting parts in scene, 

with Simon and Chris Mead looking industrious in the 

background. This excellent programme must surely be 

shown again. If you missed it the first time it is well worth 

seeking out.

Bluetongue precautions
DEFRA have now made available a vaccine to protect 

against the Bluetongue virus for cattle and sheep in the offi-

cial Protection Zone.  Local animals are being vaccinated as 

Herts, Bucks and Beds are all in the revised Bluetongue 

Protection Zone.  The virus is spread by the midge Culi-

coides, and the recent warm weather will have brought the 

midges out for another season.  It does not affect humans, 

and there is no risk to public health.  Bluetongue does have 

potentially serious consequences for ruminants: cattle, 

sheep, goats and deer can all be affected.  The virus has 

spread gradually across Europe, directed by the prevailing 

wind and the flight of the midge. The first cases in the UK 

were reported last year though none of our local farms were 

affected. Farmers are hoping the new vaccine will prove 

effective. For more information see www.defra.gov.uk. 

(Also, The Agricultural Story Line.)

Tring Recycling Centre
by Katie Barber

The powers that be in Herts. County Council are looking to 

close Tring Household Waste Recycling Centre in October 

this year. The decision has not been finalised yet, and for 

the next few months the County Council will be seeking 

views from local people and will collate these for a report to 

be presented on the 9 July. Send your views in ASAP. The 

final decision is to the made on September 22 but your 

views need to be in by 9 July. 

Closure means to Tring and its surrounding villages that we 

will all have to travel to Berkhamsted HWRC to get rid of 

those extra items of waste. Tring HWRC is very efficient –

the staff are friendly and always willing to help. It’s re-

ceived awards for its cleanliness and is convenient. How-

ever there are many reasons for them closing the tip, the 
main argument is the poor economic situation and that costs 

have to be cut. 

Due to the busy lifestyle we all live people will not bother 

to dispose of their waste properly and will just fly tip and 
dump into the hedgerows, ditches, fields and any other un-

guarded space because they can’t afford the time to travel 

further! However this is no great concern to Herts. County 

Council as the clear up costs of fly tipping are for Dacorum 

Borough Council incur – talk about every person for them-

selves!

I also feel that we should be following the policy of reduce, 

reuse and recycle. So what can you do? you can write di-

rectly to the powers that be to voice your opinion – every 

one will count – the more pressure that is put on the County 

Council, the more they will have to listen.

The contact address for the panel is:

Mr Ray Greenall

Head of Waste Management

County Hall

Hertford SG13 8DN

‘April Showers’ Wilstone 2008    Photo by Virginia Bailey 



Flamstead Scarecrow Festival 
THE Flamstead Scarecrow Festival 

is now established as a must see 

annual event in Hertfordshire. This 

highly successful and very special 

three-day event in the picturesque 

village of Flamstead is extremely 

popular with its clever and creative 

Scarecrows.

Every year the residents of Flam-

stead build over 100 scarecrows that 

are placed around the village. To 

join in the fun come along and col-

lect a voting form and trail map at 

either the village hall or the car park 

for just £2.00. Then make your way round the village, list-

ing your favourite scarecrows, then take your form back to 

the village-hall where there will be various attractions in-

cluding Tombola, Cake Stalls, Refreshments, Puppet 

Shows, Face Painting, Bell Ringing and Morris Dancers to 

name but a few. There will be a Care Bus laid on to take 

anyone unable to walk around the village on the Scarecrow 

trail.

The proceeds are split between two charities - the Hertford-

shire Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre in Letchworth and 

the Friends of St. Leonards in Flamstead. This year it will 

be taking place on Fri 15th, Sat 16th & Sun 17th August.

The Festival takes place between 2.00pm - 5pm on Friday, 

11.00am - 6pm on Saturday and 10.30am - 5.00pm on Sun-

day.

Come along for a fantastic day out for the whole family and 

help to raise money for these two very worthy charities.

Flamstead is just off the A5, South of Luton.

If you need any further information contact Charlotte at the 

Herts MS Therapy Centre Tel: 01462 684214 E-mail: char-

lotte@hertsmstherapy.org.uk

Visit our websites to see last year's scarecrows and to find 

out more about the Herts MS Therapy Centre and the 

Friends of St. Leonards www.flamstead-herts.co.uk & 

www.hertsmstherapy.org.uk
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Double Trouble 

Scary !

More In Brief...

Holiday care for dogs sort
Would anyone be prepared to look after our 2 very well 

behaved dogs on the odd occasion we go abroad?  It is very 

rare, but we would be thrilled to find someone we could call 

upon if the situation arises. 

They are lovely dogs, (one small and one medium sized), 

well trained and totally clean in the house.  Happy to pay!  

Tel. Fran on 01442  822351.

Magazine Distribution
Wanted - Someone who would be prepared to deliver the 

Parish News, each month, to all the properties in Gubble-

cote from Great Farm to Gubblecote Farm (this does not 

include Lukes Lane).

Please  Contact Carole Harrison

01296 668526 (Leave a message and I will get back to you)

August Events
Please remember that there will not be an August edition of 

Village News, so make sure that any events for August  are 

included in next months edition .Deadline for the July edi-

tion month is Thursday 19 June. 

These two delightful Jack Russell pups were born to Jasmine 

and are now 6 weeks old. Richard Mura helps them pose for 

the camera. (Picture: Village News)
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Parish Council  News 

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing 

All Types of Fencing and 

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping 

& Harrowing 

Grass cutting - domestic, public, 

commercial areas

Alan Winfield 
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane, 

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977  

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured. 

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 

shop in Wilstone for 15 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-

ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.

armsonantiques@tiscali.co.uk
Our website is up and running and updated regularly.

www.armsonantiques.com
We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 

stock a prior phone call is definitely 

recommended.

The Old Post Office

34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts, HP23 4PB

waiting for affordable housing.
The level of demand is high. Currently there are 90 
families seeking accommodation in the parish, in addi-
tion to 6 Wilstone families and 6 families from else-
where within the Parish, making a 102 in total. 

164 Bus Route

Information on this new route is written up within Vil-
lage News. Residents will have already have had prior 
notice of this as timetables had been displayed at bus 
stops. Not so in Long Marston! There appears to be 
no place to stick anything! Bus stop information 
boards appear not to exist. The council noted there 
was no bus shelter in Long Marston. If it was a cold, 
wet or windy day, refuge could be sought in the 
Queens Head. However one might be tempted to have 
a quick pint possibly leading to anti social behaviour 
on the bus - a bad image for the village!
I hasten to add this was not the view of the committee 
only that of your reporter.

Funds for ‘Parish Go Extreme’

The Parish Council’s project for young people, “Parish 
Go Extreme”, has been given a big boost by an offer 

AGM and election of officers

This was the opportunity to elect officers and a new 
committee to our council however trust was placed in 
the “old guard.”
Mike Tomlinson was re-elected Chairman. Chris Grif-
fiths elected as Vice-Chairman and Abbie Fermont as 
Chairperson of Planning. The rest of the committee 
were elected unopposed.

Affordable Housing

Aldwyck Housing has already made the successful bid 
for the development on land rear of Tring Road in Wil-
stone. However this is still subject to approval by 
Dacorum.
A visit was made by three council members to view the 
Chiltern Development in Northchurch being built by Al-
wyck Housing. The company is using the same architect 
who will be supervising the work in Wilstone.

Council members were impressed by the quality of the 
work and found the company very approachable, co-
operative and sensitive to the concerns of local resi-
dents. They came away reassured that they had made 
the right decision for Wilstone and the many families 
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Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  
of the month.  

Email:  
queenshead@ fsmail.net

Open 7 days 

Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of  

quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 

Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 

Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Café and Gift Shop, set in the  

comfortable surroundings of our restored 

18th century barn.  

Toasted sandwiches, salads  

and ploughman's lunches. 

of funding from Dacorum Councillor Derek Townsend.  
Cllr Townsend has been so impressed with the project 
that he is to recommend to Darorum BC that his dis-
cretionary fund of £2,000 is allocated to it this year 
and next, potentially making £4,000 available. The 8 
boys and girls who attended the last special meeting 
for young people had a lively discussion on which ad-
ditional facilities were likely to be best used. They 
placed particular emphasis on good value for money, 
ruling out several attractive looking options because 
they were far too expensive to provide. Indeed, there 
were gasps when the quote they had requested for a 
skateboard park came in at a truly breathtaking 
£35,000. Not on, they said.  Fortunately the top items 
on their list were more reasonable priced, and the 
meeting agreed that a five-a-side type goal frame 
would be provided at both Wilstone and Long Marston 
recreation grounds, and a basketball goal at Wilstone. 
(Long Marston has one already). Other possible addi-
tions are a double-twister and bird’s nest swing. (Don’t 
ask.) New quotes have now been obtained for the top 
items chosen by the young people. It was decided to 
apply for grants from Dacorum and Hertfordshire for 
these items in order to continue momentum to match 
the young people’s enthusiasm.

by John Noakes 
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Braving Borneo -The summer has begun!           by Max Baiden

WE are right back on track with the fundraising 

now after injuries for both Merle and I.  This 

month, we are both trying to push on with our 

fundraising.  We had a big meeting at school last 

month with loads of new ideas.

At school, an enterprise market has been set up, 

in which I have been participating. It happens 

every month on a Tuesday, just outside the can-

teen (for those who happen to go to Tring 

School). We are allowed to think of interesting 

ideas to raise money. There have been cake sales, 

Tombolas, Jewellery stalls and even homemade 

lemonade. These stalls all help a little bit towards 

our funds so its just another great way to get in-

volved. 

This month, both Merle and I have had our 

chef’s hats on and have been busy baking cakes 

for a stall in Tring on 24th May.  We are praying 

for long queues and fair weather.  We’ll let you 

know how we did next time.  A big thank you to 

our mums, Belinda, Jenny and Sarah for their donations.

Sometime in the near future, we are going to have some practice for our community project. A group of us are going to get 

together at school to involve ourselves in a clean up project. This will include painting one of the toilet blocks and clearing 

rubbish around the grounds.  We are trying to get some local businesses to sponsor us so if you happen to work for somebody 

who might be generous enough to offer us a few pounds, we’d really appreciate it.

On 22 June, I will be doing a tennis marathon at Long Marston Tennis Club, playing non stop tennis for 12 hours , maybe 

I’ll get a banana and loo break!  I have already been lucky enough to receive lots of sponsorship from friends and family.  

The plan is to fill 48 fifteen minutes slots with a new player for me to hit with.  We want everyone to get involved and have 

some fun. If you have time to spare on that Sunday, it would be great to see you.  I am 

asking for a donation of £5 for each 15 minute session.  I am prepared to hit gently and 

give you a bit of coaching - I’m not a bad player. I could even give you a good thrashing 

or maybe you could thrash me! Even if you don’t want to play tennis, there will be a 

BBQ, a raffle, the court next door will be free to use and I will even lend you a tennis 

racquet. If you’re 9 or 90, or any other age, please come and join in the community spirit.  

There are forms in the tennis club but if you can’t get there, give me a ring on 01296 

662097 and we can organise a time.

Orangutan facts � Orangutans share 97% of the same DNA as humans. 

� Orangutans are the largest tree living animals in the world. 

� Orangutans live span ranges from 35-40 years. 

� Orangutans eat up to 300 fruits for their diet. 

� I really hope I get to see the orangutans.

Max ,Merle and the rest of  the gang

Orangutan - man of the forest 

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Long Marston:

Dog fouling  takes a turd 
for the worse
Vandals have now stooped even 
lower in their attempts to spoil the vil-
lage. Sometime during the evening of 
Friday 16th May hooligans decided 
that it would be great fun to take the 
full doggy bags out of the bins and 
throw them at the sign and into the fenced play area. 
Several bags broke on landing spreading their fetid 
contents onto the grass where toddlers walk and ba-
bies crawl. 

As if this wasn’t enough to satisfy their sorry minds, 
they also dug several holes in the rubberised matting 
by the swings causing further risk to the very young. 
Of course, people may think (stereotypically) that it’s 
yobbish youths who are to blame. But why would they 
do anything like this because it will do nothing to help 
them or their case for the Youth Project funding and 
hence more facilities.

So, whoever it was, if you’re reading this please have 
a thought for others in the village, especially the very 
young and vulnerable, and remember it’s your village 
too. 

Wilstone:

Giant wasp’s nest

This huge wasps nest is over 3 feet across and was 
formed in an outbuilding at Wilstone Great Farm. The 
delicate design is beautiful, with the basic pattern re-
peated hundreds of times. How do they do it?

What a Whopper               Picture Mrs Teresa Mead. 
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HAVING abandoned carry-

ing Florence in the back-

pack on health grounds I 

have taken to using the 

pushchair again to get to the 

Wilstone playgroup. Unfor-

tunately this forces me to 

use the roads rather than the 

footpaths for obvious rea-

sons. On my way to the 

playgroup the other week, 

whilst walking along As-

trope Lane, I was struck by 

the amount of litter that was 

lying by the side of the road 

and in the hedgerows. 

I remembered reading last 

year that the local litter 

pickers found some stolen 

silver in a hedge, so I 

started to daydream about 

what interesting or valuable 

artefacts might be lurking in 

the bushes or at the bottom 

of a ditch. Having assumed 

that most of it was jetsam 

from frantic, high-speed 

commuters on their impor-

tant journeys to and from work, I was surprised to see what 

appeared to be a disproportionate amount of beer and cider 

cans in the mix.

As I was planning to take the same route the following 

week I decided that, instead of just looking and tutting at 

the rubbish, I would collect it, recycle it and check to see if 

the apparent excess of beer cans was indeed true. 

So the next week, armed with some carrier bags and Flor-

ence’s trigger-operated crocodile-on-a-stick to act as an 

improvised litter-picking device, we set off on our mission. 

We waved at the obligatory Thames Water men who were 

back in Cheddington Lane and headed down Astrope Lane 

in search of untold riches. The “crocodile” worked very 

well for two crisp packets and a sweet wrapper, but broke 

unceremoniously with its first bite of a half squashed can of 

Carlsberg - adding even further to the litter problem.

My first carrier bag was filled after travelling only 30 me-

tres. Having slipped into a ditch full of water whilst stretch-

ing to rescue yet another can, I decided to limit my collect-

ing to just the stuff that was easily accessible from the 

verge. I carried on briskly, easily filling four carrier bags to 

breaking point well before reaching the S-bend. In amongst 

all the “normal” rubbish there was a rubber glove, a plastic 

wheel trim, a can of male deodorant, a car radio and half an 

Action Man™. Florence 

also spotted a mangled pink 

mountain bike on the verge 

opposite which I decided to 

ignore.

Feeling a bit like a tramp I 

carried my booty the rest of 

the way to the playgroup 

where I was greeted by the 

bemused mums and their 

derisory taunts. On return-

ing home I emptied my four 

bags and separated the 

spoils into rubbish and recy-

clables. Out of the 89 items 

collected (excluding the 

crocked-croc), the bulk of 

my loot (44%) did indeed 

consist of empty alcohol 

containers, the majority of 

which was beer and cider 

cans. Soft drink containers 

accounted for 17% of my 

haul, crisps & sweets for a 

further 15% and cigarette 

packets for 12%.

With a quick “back of a fag-

packet” calculation – and I had 13 of them - I extrapolated 

my findings to the 400,000km of British roads. My totally 

unscientific analysis indicates that there are about 160 mil-

lion bits of rubbish, of which 70 million are beer cans, lying 

by the sides of our roads.

I might even venture as far to say that a typical commuter 

on the Astrope Lane rat-run is a beer-swilling, chain smoker 

with a sweet tooth who throws radios and toys at passing 

cyclists. So if you know of anyone who fits this description 

or of a more plausible reason for all the rubbish, then I’m 

sure the Village News team would love to hear from you! 

Littery Walk                                                            by Andy Ashwell
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Julie Nicholls 

Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 

Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 

Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 
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BARKING MAD is a nationwide company which has been 

going for the past 8 years. It’s a professional home from 

home pet care service that arranges accommodation with 

one of their carefully selected host families who will keep 

to your dog’s home life routine for exercise and feeding in a 

similar environment and most importantly maintain the one 

to one care and attention your dog is used to on a daily ba-

sis.

Esther Matthews has been running the Tring based Herts 

& Bucks branch of Barking Mad, as an owner oper-

ated franchise,for the past 10 weeks. She explained to me 

that their service includes collection and delivery, thereby 

ensuring parting is less stressful for you and your dog. The 

service is suitable for those dogs that would enjoy a holiday 

in a home from home environment

In the first instance Esther arranges to meet with you and 

your dog at home to find out about daily routines for exer-

cising and feeding, their likes, dislikes, and healthcare. A 

suitable match is then made with the most appropriate host 

family. The host family has also had a long meeting with 

Esther to establish the kind of dog that would best suited to 

their home. Many of the host families are retired people 

who enjoy the flexibility of caring for a dog without the full 

time responsibility that comes with it. Alternatively, they 

may be at home during the day with children or pets of their 

own and a visiting dog complements their existing situation 

perfectly.

When Esther has met the dog she writes a profile about him 

or her and she does the same thing when she has met the 

host family. That way the dog owner can see photos of the 

holiday home and its residents, and the host family can read 

all about their guest/s before their arrival.  Provided the 

guest dog is non-aggressive, Esther is likely to place him or 

her in a family who possibly already has a dog.  However, if 

two dogs were going on holiday together from the same 

owner, it is likely that Esther would place them in a home 

without a resident dog. So in other words Esther carefully 

matches up the guest with the host and vice versa – a bit 

like blind dating!

If you are going away for more than 5 nights on your dog’s 

first stay with Barking Mad, the next step is for the dog to 

be taken to his holiday home for a trial run before the actual 

holiday. This way everyone concerned knows that it is a 

good match and you can go on your holiday with total peace 

of mind. Esther’s delivery and collection service costs £30 

at which time she takes the dog together with all his bits and 

pieces, i.e. his food, his bedding, his toys, his treats, his 

lead, etc.

Esther told me that her host families love having the dogs to 

stay and they very soon become part of the family. When-

ever possible the dog returns to the same home next time 

the owners are away, thereby developing a good relation-

ship with his carers. Esther has a Personal Indemnity insur-

ance which covers both the host family and dog should any-

thing happen whilst he is staying there.

If you are interested in sending your dog on a holiday like 

this it costs £18 per day for one dog and an additional £10 

per day for the second one. Your dog must be fully vacci-

nated. If you are considering being a host family, you would 

be paid by cheque but its not a job to get rich on I am told! 

You must have a secure garden, not be out for more than 2-

3 hours at a time, and not have children under school age.

Barking Mad can be contacted on 01442 827237 or email 

esther.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com.

Local business feature

Is it time to go Barking Mad...? by Fran Flowerdew

PARLEZ-VOUS FRANÇAIS 
Or would you like to??? 

 

Private French tuition for beginners, 
intermediate or those just wanting to 
improve their knowledge of spoken 
and written French. 

 
Tel: Linda Ellis  01296 661136 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial

& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements

No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 

Mobile 07768 222127 

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace 
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and 
wrapped for just £5 per Kg – with no minimum order.

Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers**

Call 01442 540082 or 07527 026579 

 Email iron@domestikate.co.uk

Fully insured 

www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply
*within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts

** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household 

Domestikate Ltd 

Ironing Service 

Registered Number: 6379767

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details
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THIS afternoon out is 70 miles away, but an easy journey up the M1 to the Leicestershire 

border. To see something amazing, read on! The old RAF airbase at Bruntingthorpe near 

Lutterworth looks pretty secure, with wire fencing, barriers and security guards.  Not much 

to hint at what goes on there; it all looks a bit hush-hush.  Approach the gate... slowly.  A 

guard will emerge from the gatehouse and ask if you have come to see “the jets”.  Give the 

code response “Yes” to this question and you’re in. Just like that.  The amazing sight is half 

a mile on.  Deployed around a dispersal point is a whole squadron of ancient fighters and 

bombers, as if frozen in time at the end of the Cold War.  Military jets from the 1950’s and 

1960’s, including three Buccaneers, two Lightnings, a Canberra, Victor, Comet and even 

some foreign johnnies too.  Is this a forgotten military scrap yard, or perhaps a set from 

The Avengers?  But no, men in grimy overalls have their heads buried deep into the in-

nards of intricate hydraulic systems and are soldering up complex wiring harnesses that 

could unleash seriously harmful emissions.  These planes are being repaired!  In fact, most 

of them can run their engines and on special days some are able to whiz up and down the 

runway making a huge noise.  This is a retirement home for elderly jets! 

 In a nearby hanger is the main feature: an Avro Vulcan B2 bomber, formerly of Britain’s 

nuclear strike force, which has now been restored to flying order.  A group of enthusiasts 

have raised £1.2 million to make it work again, but without the bomb.  Incredible.  And on 

most Sundays between 10am and 4pm you can go and have a look at the amazing shape of Vulcan XH558 close up in its 

hangar. A donation of £5 is requested, but children under 14 are free.  The massive delta wing of this V-bomber was a regular 

sight in my childhood, guaranteed to get us running outside to get a good look.  It wasn’t difficult to know it was coming - it 

made more noise than Concorde.  The Vulcan to the Sky Trust is managing the restoration and hopes to get an airworthiness 

certificate this year (some test flights have been completed) so that XH558 can be seen at air displays this summer.

Not content with one V-bomber there is an-

other, back outside at the jet retirement home. 

A Handley Page Victor, the first of which 

entered service with the RAF in 1955.  This 

example ended life as a mid-air refuelling 

tanker.  By its side we found the best bit of 

the whole afternoon out. A real cockpit sec-

tion from a Victor, previously used for crew 

training. And you can go in - through the 

hatch - sit in the pilot’s seat and take the con-

trols! And try the seats that would have been 

occupied by the co-pilot, the navigator, the 

flight engineer, the bomb aimer and the radio 

operator. Five people squeezed into a space 

the size of a small toilet for hours and hours on end as this elegant monster cruised about with its lethal cargo.  Speaking of 

conveniences, it is by no means clear what the arrangements could have been. Best not to ask.

The Cold War Jets can be viewed only on Sundays  from 10am to 4pm. There is an admission charge to the airfield of £4 for 

adults and £2 for children payable at the gate.  A separate donation of £5 for adults is requested to see the Vulcan, but chil-

dren are free. They are at Bruntingthorpe Airfield, Bruntingthorpe, near Lutterworth, Leicestershire, LE17 5QS.  Websites 

are: www.lightnings.org.uk  and www.vulcantothesky.com

Afternoon out       

Antique jets discovered at ‘secret’ base   by Phil Buchi

Reader survey:  Village News in August?
DO you want an August edition of Village News?  It was a subject for discussion at the recent AGM of the village magazine. 
The meeting decided to seek views from readers and distributors to see if there was support for producing an August edition.  
When Village News was re-launched as a free-to-every-home magazine four years ago, it was decided to produce 10 issues 
per year. August was left off the schedule because the single editor at that time could not manage it and get a summer holi-
day!  But now we have a larger editorial team we could put back August if people wanted it. 

We would like to know what you think.  Please let us have your comments by email, phone, write a note, or by just speak-
ing to a member of the team when you see them.  Contact details and the names of Village News team members are at the top 
of the editorial column on page 3. 

Phil Buchi

Handley Page Victor in its final guise as a refuelling tanker.       Picture: P. Buchi.

Avro Vulcan XH558 takes off on 

the cover of the Vulcan to the 

Sky Club brochure.  (VttSC)
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Recipe of the month            by Anna Ashwell  

Rhubarb Chutney
With rhubarb now sprouting and appearing in the shops, 

now is a good time to make some early season chutney 

in readiness for picnics later in the year. This chutney is 

easy to make and gives sandwiches a bit of oomph.

Ingredients:

• 5 lb (2¼ kg) rhubarb

• 2 lb (900g) sugar

• 1 lb (450g) minced (or finely chopped) onions

• ½ oz (15g) of ground ginger

• 2 oz (60 oz) curry powder

• ½ oz salt

• 1½ pints (850ml) malt vinegar

Method:

If using your own rhubarb, remove the leaves first. Chop the rhubarb into chunks so that they fit into a large pan. Add all the 

solid ingredients along with ½ a pint of vinegar. Cook on the hob until the rhubarb is soft.

Add the rest of the vinegar and cook until there is no liquid left. 

Allow the chutney to cool a little and then pour it into sterilised jars for storing. To sterilise the jars, put them into a hot oven 

for 10 minutes. Allow to mature for a month or more before enjoying.

This recipe makes enough chutney to fill three large jars. Obviously the amounts can be scaled up or down as required.
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ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

LTD

�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES

�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX)

�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS

    & SERVICING

�OUTSIDE LIGHTING

�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING

�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES

�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT 

    FINDING

�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION

�PART "P" APPROVED

�FREE ESTIMATES 

TEL ...01296 712776    

MOBILE ... 07966 309846

Sudoku corner     by Colin Moore

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every 
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9. 

No 32 Moderate

‘Bottoms up’                    Picture Roger White

Picture Of the Month



Spotters’ corner No.362

Another submarine?

SPOTTED in a car park near Bletchley station (honest!), this rust-

ing U-Boat gave our snapper such a surprise he nearly drove into 

it.  Well, it’s not a common sight in these parts, and it was occupy-

ing several parking bays.  Goodness knows what it’s doing there -

can anyone enlighten us? Is it perhaps a forlorn museum project, 

or left over from a film set?  Or could it be the same submarine as 

was sighted on the Wendover Arm at Little Tring in 2005 and re-

ported on these pages? (See Village News, April 2005.) Just how 

many submarines are sneaking about in Beds, Bucks and Herts?  

We should be told.

This appears to be a section of WW2 German Type VII U-boat of which over 700 were built. Only 4 complete examples re-

main one in the UK on Merseyside. Could this relic have some connection to Bletchley Park?   Ed.
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The agricultural  story  line...                       by David Mead

The price of wheat… by David Mead 

THE sun has shone and with a spectacular thunderstorm the rain has fallen. Chris has got the fertiliser onto the grass and 

wheat which looks very promising. I’m sure I heard a politician say: “We must help the farmers.” We have little power when 

it comes to votes, so what’s going on? As I remember, the last time that prices rose was during the Suez crisis of 1956. Bar-

ley rose from £20 to £30 a ton. I remember that this increase paid for two storage bins for barley in that year. Some blame the 

corn exchanges where gamblers anticipate the prices - the ‘futures’. David Leach checks the Chicago Commodity Market 

where they trade in wheat, corn (maize) and pork bellies etc. One thing is certain - costs are rocketing. I’m sure suppliers are 

determined to cash in. Fuel, machinery and fertiliser have all risen substantially. Those unpopular “mountains” of wheat 

would be very useful now.

The cattle and sheep have all been vaccinated against Bluetongue. The ministry were very late in releasing the vaccine.  The 

cattle will need a second jab. With this warm spell I expect the midges are already loaded with the virus and are out there. I 

believe there was a case in the Winslow area.

As I write we are waiting for the shearers. Tails and backsides have been trimmed. Simon reminded me of the price for last 

year’s clip. 70 fleeces were collected. The cheque was worth waiting for. The grand total was £5 for the lot!  Telling the tale 

to Malcolm Short he replied: “You were lucky. They charged me £8.50 handling charge.” We are told on these history pro-

grammes that the big houses and churches in East Anglia were built on the fortunes made out of wool. I’m afraid Wilstone 

church wont get its new tower and nave this year. 

Teresa and I have been able to watch a pair of Mistle Thrushes build their nest in a quince tree just outside the kitchen win-

dow. As it was finished it was covered in snow but 

they persevered. Eggs were quickly laid and they 

were soon feeding the young. Then, one morning 

Teresa was at the window, I was out of the door. 

A Sparrow Hawk was on the nest. Parents chased 

it off. Up ladder to see an empty nest. A parent 

returned and stood on the edge of empty nest and 

then flew into a neighbouring tree and sat there. 

Later the two parents were chasing in and out of 

the trees. Next day Teresa saw them gathering 

some moss. A new nest has been built higher in 

the lime tree. A second batch of eggs are being 

brooded. I suppose the horrible Sparrow Hawks 

are feeding their family. Please don’t blame the 

farmers if there is a drop in the number of Mistle 

Thrushes.  Now where’s that cat? It’s time for tea.
The Mistle Thrush manages two broods. (With acknowledgement to Ian Willis.)

U-Boat in car park puzzle. 
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,

Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter

Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,

for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  

Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-

joying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 

paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 
 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, 
HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, 
WEEDING AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE 
WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  
01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

Long Marston cricket report        by Paul Dumpleton

THE club is making excellent progress in the Npower Village cup competition, although the September final at Lords is still 
a long way off. A win away at Wormley, followed by victory at home in a thrilling match against North Mymms now puts 
the club into the area semi final with a tie against either Waresley or Reed. This is causing club managers a real headache as 
the date for the fixture is Sunday 1st June when Hertfordshire play Northumberland at Marlins. At time of going to press, ne-
gotiations are still in progress. A win in this fixture will mean an away tie in the area final on 15th June.

A victory against Stewkley in the first round of the Rodwells Cup means the club have to travel to Monks Risborough in 
round 2 but the date is still to be decided.  The defence of the Coronation Cup started on Friday 23rd May with a home fixture 
against Little Gaddesden.

Its tough at the top in the Cherwell League for the clubs first XI who have recorded one draw against Bledlow Ridge and a 
defeat at Abingdon Vale in the 2nd Division this season so far. The second XI are faring much better in Division 6 with a win 
at Stanton St John Willows and a draw at Bledlow Ridge after the first two games.

Pre-season friendly matches resulted in defeats against Ealing, Tring Park and Great Gaddesden but victories over New Brad-
well, Hatters, Bledlow Village and the return against Tring Park.

Results 

Sat 19th April - LM v Ealing II (Lost)
LM: 186/7 - Mark Green 38, Mike Lyons 37, Martin Wright 36

Ealing II: 188/5

Tring Park II v LM II (Lost)
Tring Park II: 255/4. LM II: 147/7 - Geoff Graveson 71no

Sun 20th April - LM v Hatters CC (Won)
LM 236/3 - Chris Slade 130no, Adam Wells 43

Hatters CC: 88/10 - Adam Wells 3/17

Sat 26th April - LM v New Bradwell (Won)
New Bradwell:156/10 - Lee Beesley 4/24

LM: 160/2 - Simon Robinson 73no Martin Wright 60no

Gt Gaddesdon v LM II (Lost)
LM II: 105/9. Gt Gaddesdon: 106/4

Sun 27th April - LM v Tring Park II (Won)
LM: 190/8 - Simon McLeman 59, Adam Wells 50

Tring Park II: 158/10 - Adam Wells 3/47

Sat 3rd May - LM v Bledlow Village (Won)
LM:253/6 - Mike Lyons 110, Mark Green 46no, Martin Wright 34

Bledlow Village: 195/10 - Adam Wells 4/90, Mark Green 3/15

Bledlow Village II v LM II (Won)
LM II: 171/9 - Richard Adams 41, Andy Pierce 30

Bledlow Village II: 161/10

Sun 4th May - NPower National Village KO: Wormley v LM 

(Won) Wormley: 93/10 - Matt Wareham 4/17, Lee Beesley 4/21
LM: 96/3

LM II v Warners End (Won)
Warners End: 157/8 -

LM II: 159/1 - John Beardmore 73no, Rory Miscampbell 32no

Sat 10th May - Cherwell League Div 2: LM v Bledlow Ridge 

(Draw) Bledlow Ridge: 208/10 - Lee Beesley 3/59, Martin Wright 
5/26.  LM: 156/7 - Martin Wright 64no, Mark Green 33

Cherwell League Div 6: Bledlow Ridge II v LM II (Draw)
Bledlow Ridge II: 255/10 - John Roberts 3/31, Tom Joyce 3/49

LM: 192/5 - John Roberts 63, Brian Evans 61

Sun 11th May - LM v Rivets (Lost)
LM: 124/10 - John Beardmore 62

Rivets: 127/8 - Matt Wareham 3/21, Adam Wells 3/30

Fri 16th May - Rodwells Cup: LM v Stewkley Vicarage (Won)
LM: 131/5 - Paul Marsh 65.  Stewkley Vicarage: 87/7 

Sat 17th May - Cherwell League Div 2: Abingdon Vale v LM 

(Lost)  Abingdon Vale:: 144/10 - Pete Toovey 6/54 LM: 72/10 

Cherwell League Div 6: LM II v Stanton St John Willows

(Won) Stanton St John Willows: 59/10 - Martin Keable 3/15, Matt 
Wareham 3/17. LM: 62/0 - Robin Gaymer 32no

Sun 18th May - NPower National Village KO: LM v North 

Mymms (Won) LM: 157/10 - Martin Wright 55no, Mike Lyons 36, 
Will Dallimore 30. North Mymms: 136/10 - Will Dallimore 4/41
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   

Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS 
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond 

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our 

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-

testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae 

and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive, 

messy dredging.  ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.  

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative 

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it !

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
.

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 
 

Vehicles Collected  
and Returned  

at 

No Extra Charge. 
 

MOTs Available on Site - Welding -  

Tyres - Wheels Balanced - Batteries -  

Exhausts - Diagnostic Tuning - 

Air Conditioning  

Servicing and Repairs  

 

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280
           Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston

MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 

7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 



towards the canal passed the pumping station.  Lots of rush-

ing about by the group less Tilley and Ed who prefer to take 

their time about these walking affairs - they are of course a 

couple of OAPs.  When crossing the plank bridge over the 

gudgeon stream, there must have been a bit of pushing and 

shoving because all of a sudden there was a big splash and 

there’s Ed up to his neck in the water, big round eyes look-

ing up for someone to rescue him as the banks there are 

very steep and overgrown.  Good job the stream wasn’t in 

spate otherwise he would have gone through the tunnel and 

into the canal.  As it was there was human aid on hand to 

rescue poor old Ed from his early bath.  None the worse for 

wear he carried on his walk quite unaffected.

Apart from these goings on, life just continues in a routine 

manner but we do hear about us having our coats off and 

having to have a jab to protect us from the mossies.  More 

next time.

Cheers from us all at Tringford.
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TALES FROM TRINGFORD FARM                    by Gary and Minty

Gary is nuts about nuts          Picture Roger White

WE have often told you about Mr Gander being a crusty old 

blighter and always beware of him if walking the footpath 

adjacent to the orchard.  Well this month one of his tirades 

was a spectacle to behold.  Firstly an explanation of events 

leading up to this outburst.  When Bo Peep goes into the 

orchard at any time, which is his main domain, she always 

takes a defensive weapon with her to fend him off if he 

feels like biting the hand that feeds him, and that is on most 

occasions.  Her favourite weapon is the corn broom with 

which she sweeps the yard.  Her method is to display the 

broom in front of her and swipe him around the body and 

poke him with the bristles to shoo him away.  This is usu-

ally accompanied by quite loud goose squawks and a great 

flapping of wings while he beats a hasty retreat, to be fol-

lowed up by a counter attack if you are not keeping an eye 

out for him.

On this occasion she happened to leave the broom in the 

hen house after attending to the girls’ bedrooms and collect-

ing their contributions to their upkeep.  Before long Mr 

Gander makes a visit to the hen house to check up on Mrs 

Gander who was sitting on a clutch of eggs in the corner of 

the hen house.  It would appear that he saw the broom lean-

ing against the wall and decided to wreak retribution on this 

subject which had attacked him so often.  Bo Peep arrived 

to the sound 

of goose 

cries and 

thumping 

and a bang-

ing from the 

hen house.  

There was 

Mr Gander 

with the 

broom in his 

beak and 

beating hell out of the bristles with his wings, which re-

sulted in the bristles flying all over the hen house.  So who 

says “bird brain”;  he had enough sense to work out this was 

his main tormentor and he would do something about it -

result a new broom will sweep him clean again.

While on the subject of  birds, our newly hatched chicks are 

growing rapidly.  So far they have had their own stable to 

sleep in, actually where they were hatched, but now they 

can fly out over the half door and roam around with their 

mums and dads.  By their colouring one would never guess 

who belongs to whom.  As they have settled and been ac-

cepted by the main flock they are allowed to sleep in the big 

hen house so we await the day of the tiny pullets’ eggs ap-

pearing in the not so distant future, because it looks like we 

have six pullets and one cockerel who is the chickduck as it 

turns out.

Scruffy Ed has had a slight trauma on one of his morning 

walks.  One of the days he was in company with his friends 

Tilley and Cobber.  As it happened they picked up with 

another two village dogs and as a group made their way 

‘THOUGHTS’  by Don F Bezant

As fondly all my fingers stray

around your smooth, curvaceous build,

My mind begins to dream, to play

with future joys, as yet unfilled.

Untouched you be, like virgin snow,

A vision of the perfect gift,

My pulse beats strong, my nerves all glow.

With you, a mountain could I lift.

I would you treasure to my death,

You are my dream, you are my life,

Oh could I still my sobbing breath,

and join with you, and end my strife.

But no! you are to be not mine,

I can but see you from afar,

I now must part with thoughts so fine,

You are too dear – Oh! lovely CAR!!

Poets Corner

Violence in the hen house
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Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:

01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.com 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

carpets ● oriental Rugs ● upholstery 
 

High quality professional service 
Residential and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk  

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   

Statutory Accounts

                  Management Accounts

                  Budgets and Cash flows

Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll

CIS, Corporation Tax Returns

Personal Tax Returns

Tax Planning

Brensham Cottage

Malting Lane

Aldbury

HERTS

HP23 5RH

Phone: 

01442 851962

Fax: 01442 851962

E-mail: 

info@sarahbuttars.co.uk

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF IRRIGATION 
& DECKING SYSTEMS

For all your watering requirements and quality built decks. 

Impeccable attention to detail and the highest standard 

of workmanship.

Call David Jenkinson
01296 661103

email dj@in-x-scapes.co.uk   www.in-x-scapes.co.uk

T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.  

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.

We also do turfing, grass cutting 

and fencing.

All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167
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HAVE you been praying for your Team 

Parish during the vacancy? Well maybe 

you need to pray for it even more now.

On 8th April, the Bishop of Hertford, the 

Rural Dean and our team wardens inter-

viewed the four candidates short-listed 

from the eight applicants, for the posi-

tion of your Team Rector. I was one of 

the candidates. 

During the vacancy, I have become ex-

cited by the possibilities which the job 

of Rector offers.  I have been here in the 

Team as a Vicar for 5½ years and have 

got to know the communities which 

make up the Tring Team. If I were to sum up why I wanted 

to apply for the post it is simply that “they are good people 

and we have work to do together”

The Monday before the interviews was slightly surreal be-

cause I was shown around the parish.  Those who welcomed 

me in each of the churches were amazed to discover that I 

own a jacket.  They would have been even more shocked to 

have seen me at the interview itself because I felt it was 

important to dust off my suit.  It is no secret that I hate in-

terviews so I was immensely gratified to find 

that my vision for the parish was one that 

found resonance with the appointing group. 

When the Bishop called to offer me the post 

I had no hesitation in accepting.  The ap-

pointment was announced in all of the 

churches in the Tring Team on Sunday 13th

April.

It is an exciting time in our parish with: the 

parish project to build homes in Kyrgyzstan 

starting this year; a commitment to grow our 

churches both spiritually and numerically; a 

desire to work more closely with our church 

schools; a desire to involve more people in 

the life of our churches; and discussions 

about how to revitalise our youth work. 

It does of course mean that in the fullness of time we will 

need a new Team Vicar and when they are in post we will 

work out everyone’s area of responsibility.  Until that time I 

will continue to have responsibility over all of the churches in 

the Team, and, even when a new Team Vicar is in post, the 

village churches, especially All Saints where I have had 

greater involvement, will have a special place in my heart and 

I will continue to be involved in some way in all of them.

From the Rectory…             by Rev'd Huw Bellis 

The Rt Revd Christopher Foster 

Bishop of Hertford

Village View                              by John Painter 

THERE are many 
interesting old 
buildings in the 
Tring Rural – John 
is  building  a col-
lection of photo-
graphs of them as 
they are  today in 
the early twenty 
first century.  Al-
though perhaps 
not everybody 
would agree, the 
simple lines of the 
pumping station 
quite attractive 
when viewed from 
the towpath oppo-
site.

The Pumping Station, Little Tring  c1817 
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Local names and numbers 

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 

Startops End.

Your editor for the July edition will be 

Colin Moore

01442 826976

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:

Colette Bernard

01296 661172

Deadline for next month is

Thursday 19 June 
for the July edition, 

published on 1st July 2008.

We are on line at:   

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Brian Rutt                         0845 33 00 222

PCSO Emma Lennox             0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 (new number)

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Rachel Mead 01442 823570 

Cubs

Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

David Severs 01296 661021

Rector
Vacancy

Team Vicars

Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200

Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Neil Brown       01442 825956

Angus Munday                        01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade                             01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Colette Bernard 01296 661172

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Sally Smith  01296 661689 

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Sally Smith  01296 661689 

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                         020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox                           01296668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men         

Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Colin Reedman     01442 822031

Wilstone Toddlers

Kerie Ivory                            01442 822117

Women’s Institute

Pam Edmonds                        01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  

delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668526 
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munity project was developed to identify 

and survey all the Black Poplar trees from 

the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand Union 

Canal to Wingrave. This area of approxi-

mately 14 square kilometers forms part of 

the Aylesbury Plain. Their survey identi-

fied over 940 live and about 160 dead 

trees. Local volunteers, armed with 

maps from Dacorum Borough Council 

and record sheets identified each individ-

ual tree and its status within the survey 

area. Since the original survey was com-

pleted, CMS have provided funds, in the 

form of grants towards the management 

of our Black Poplars. This has enabled 

many of our most vulnerable trees to be 

conserved hopefully well into the future. 

In addition it has been possible to insti-

gate a programme of planting, particularly making use of 

pollard material.

Careful records of the work are being kept together with 

constant changes to the status of the trees that result from 

changing climatic conditions and other events. But equally 

important is raising the awareness of the Black Poplar and 

its significance, both within our local community and coun-

trywide. So a big ‘well done’ to Margaret and the W.I.

CONGRATULATIONS to Margaret 

Noakes and the Long Marston & Putten-

ham Women's Institute who gained sec-

ond place in the Countryside Manage-

ment Service supported schemes for the 

Black Poplar Project in our 

area. Countryside Management Service 

supported schemes have gained the top 

two places at the inaugural Chilterns 

Landscape Design Awards. The winning 

project was Sarratt Parish Council's resto-

ration of a pond on the village green.

The native Black Poplar is one of Brit-

ain's most endangered trees, and the Vale 

of Aylesbury is their classic loca-

tion. Currently there are reckoned to be 

about 5,000 trees here, of which around 

1,200 are in the Long Marston, Wilstone 

and Puttenham area. Black Poplars prefer to grow with 

their roots in damp ground, so you find them mostly along 

streams, ditches and by ponds. Although this habitat is 

common in the locality, some ditches and ponds may be 

filling in because of lack of maintenance. None of these 

trees are female and there are only a few young trees. The 

tree death has mostly occurred within the last 10-15 years.

As a result of this initiative led by Margaret, a local com-

WI scoop award for their Black Poplar Project        by Fran Flowerdew

Dogs train to steal show  by I Snope.
OUR investigator has discovered  that a group of dogs are being trained at a se-

cret location off Watery Lane. We have been led to believe that some of the dogs 

will be making a surprise entry at the forthcoming Wilstone fete and dog show. 

With their high degree of training and discipline they could be more than a 

match for the local pooches. Locals out walking have reported seeing extensive 

tail wagging exercises and others that appear to have something to do with sau-

sages?  When we visited the location all was quiet but we did see that the grass 

had been carefully mowed to give show ring conditions. However they may have 

over done this and their dogs may not be able to cope with undulating rougher 

ground at Wilstone.

We also learnt that preparations for 

the other main attractions and themes are progressing well. There have many 

furtive conversions in the Moon about western saddles, chaps– no, the ones you 

wear, stetsons and even six shooters. Let just hope the local swat team doesn’t 

want to get in on the act! It is even reported that Jenny is intending to increase 

her stock of Milky Bars as it is expected to be a sell out after the show! The rea-

son for this remains a total mystery.

Unfortunately we have not been able to get you a preview of the CanCan but we 

have been assured that all will be revealed on the day. 

 Some local ‘indjuns’- Wilstone doesn't have cowboys - have been calling for a 

pow-wow with the rest of the tribe in the traditional way. If you walk past the the 

Half Moon you can often see their smoke signals rising from the pub garden.

We have not been able find anyone who can interpret these but that’s not surpris-

ing having overheard some of the parle that goes on.

Just keep Saturday 7 June free and join the fun in Wilstone at 1 pm.

Carefully prepared training camp at 

Astrope                          photo Village News

Smokey talk above the Moon 


