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Wow! 32 pages

Welcome revival for a lost
local May Day tradition  
by our culture correspondent

IT was a delight to witness 
the revival of a long lost local 
May Day tradition this year.  
The ancient and elegant art of 
belly dancing was first intro-
duced to Hertfordshire villages 
in medieval times by travelling 
troupes from the East (possibly 
Luton), but has not been seen 
here for hundreds of years.  
The depopulation of the local 
countryside after the black 
death (1349) seems to have 
finished it off.  

Now beautifully revived by  
Barefoot Bellydance from 
Aylesbury (pictured, right, 
outside the Half Moon), lessons are avail-
able too. Phone 07815 785779 for details of 
how to begin.

The Grand Union Morris together with 
Whitethorn Ladies also featured traditional 
May Day dances.  Based at Denham, bag-
man Garry Willis told Village News that 
Grand Union Morris were originally formed 
by those who worked on the canal, and it is 
the Grand Union that links their dance ven-
ues. More details from their website at 
www.grandunionmorris.btinternet.com

Earlier in the day (a lot earlier), parishion-
ers at  St Mary’s Puttenham rose at 5am for 
Singing at the Tower at 6am followed by 
breakfast, before setting out on the Rogation 
procession from the church.

Grand Union Morris musicians in May

Phew! What a scorcher

New Chairman for 
Parish Council

Cllr Mike Tomlinson was elected Chairman 
of the Tring Rural Parish Council at their 
AGM on 18 May.  He replaces Cllr Michael 
Glasser, who has resigned from the Council 
after 17 years service.  More on page 12.
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:RUVKLS�LQ�WKH�YLOODJHV Village News
Guest Editor this month:  Phil Buchi

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526

Bumper 32-page ‘colour’ edition!
You sent in an amazing 56 items for inclusion in this 

month’s Village News  - it must be a record.  Thank you, it 
really encourages the editorial team to receive so much 
stuff, and makes for a better read too.  Together with addi-
tional advertising for this issue (particular thanks to the 
Queen’s Head for their support) we have been able for the 
first time to bring you a bumper 32-page June edition.  We 
hope you like it.  Thanks for your help.

Addition to the team
No one could be more pleased than I to tell you that we 

have an addition to the  editorial team.  Colin Moore re-
sponded to our request in the last issue for an additional 
editor, has accepted the position,  and begun his training.  
He will be in charge of the July edition.  Thank you Colin! 

Village News is now online
Colin Moore has already been busy making Village 

News available on the internet for friends, relatives and 
villagers who move out of our distribution area.  You will 
find us at  www.wilstone.me.uk.  The file size is quite 
large though, but no problem if you have broadband!

Phil Buchi

Church Services 
at

St. Mary’s Puttenham 
St. Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any 
of the services.

29 May

6.30pm           St Cross Evening Service

5 June

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

12 June
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

19 June

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

26 June
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, inter-
esting, informative, fun and a good read.  Let us know if 
we are not.

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 

Deadline for items for our next edition (July) is 
Thursday 23 June 2005.

We do not publish an August edition.
Guest editor next month is Colin Moore.

St Mary’s Church, Puttenham
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PET PICTURES this month featuring Pilchard the Donkey

I AM a Canadian Miniature Donkey called Tiny Tim, 28 
inches high and one year old. Or that is what it says on my 
official passport. I have never been to Canada. I was born in 
Ireland, left my mother, caught a boat to Wales, travelled to 
Watford where I lived for a while until moving to Gubble-
cote. I am now known as ‘Pilchard’. I don’t know why. Fish 
don’t even have ears and I probably have the longest ears in 
this parish: they are half as long as my legs.

I lived in a big shed at Watford, with a lot of other don-
keys. I was the smallest. An Irish person looked after us. 
One day some strangers came to visit me and, that evening, 
the Irish person put me in a trailer and towed me to Gubble-
cote. The strangers were there. They put me in a stable next 
door to a big ginger horse. I was confused and upset. There 
were no donkeys. Most people don’t know that a donkey 
without other donkeys gets depressed. If Christopher Robin 
had got a friend for Eeyore, he’d have been a very happy 
donkey, but then that may have ruined the stories.

I didn’t want to eat. The strangers seemed kind but kept 
poking long orange things at my mouth. I didn’t want the 
orange things, or the hay, or the mixture of bits and pieces 
that the horse was eating. I just wanted another donkey.

Next morning, the big horse went out to the field. When 
the tall person turned up at the stable I was pleased. For the 
time being at least, I had no choice: she would have to be my 
donkey. I tried to bray a welcome to her but it came out as 
wheezy hiccups. She had a few dogs with her and when I 
finally managed a loud ‘EEYORE’, they all started running 
backwards. Then they stared at me. She let me out of the 
stable into the yard. A cat with no tail stared at me, the 
chickens stared at me, even a passing pheasant stared at me. 

The person was no good as my companion. I tried to fol-
low her everywhere but she kept disappearing, leaving me 
braying at the fence. Later, I followed her into the field. The 
big horse wouldn’t leave me alone. I tried to hide behind the 
person but the horse kept finding me. I soon realised that he 
was lonely too. For a week or two, he became my donkey. I 
started to eat again and pottered about the field with his four 
big ginger knees close by me.

Then, one morning, my ears pricked up as an old car pull-

ing a trailer rattled up the drive. The ramp was let down and 
out came a donkey! And not just any old donkey, but one of 
my chums from Watford! I was so pleased to see him. His 
eyes lit up too. Not at the sight of me, but at all the lush 
grass around him. There was no grass in the Watford shed. 
He munched non-stop for many hours and got an upset 
tummy. His name is Kipper now. He is a year older than me 
and fully grown at 33 inches.

Kipper and I moved to our own paddock. The big horse 
was upset, but not for long. He now has another big horse as 
his friend. 

I eat the orange things now. The dogs try to steal them 
from us, even though they don’t like the taste of them. I love 
chasing the dogs when they try to tease us. It is just one of 
the many pleasures of living at Gubblecote. Miniature don-
keys can live to the age of 40. I hope that Kipper and I will 
be here for donkey’s years!

( Your pet picture could be featured here.  Contact the editor.)

Pilchard (right) with Kipper and the tall person (centre)

Wilstone ladies do the Moon Walk
AN all ladies team from the Half Moon is in training for the 26-mile 
Moon Walk - at night over the course of the London Marathon on 18th 
June.  
Vanessa Iley, Denise Marks, Jan Findlay, Bella Draper, Charlotte Storr 
and Tammy Hill (pictured left) are not in the habit of doing this sort of 
thing - and won’t be doing it again either!  So there is only one chance to 
help them raise money for research into breast cancer.  Training has al-
ready started, so if you see them when you are out and about, a shout of 
encouragement would help.  Sponsorship forms are available behind the 
bar at the Half Moon.  So far, they have sponsorship of £700 but they 
have set themselves a target of £2,000 and would welcome your help.

Ready for the 26-mile Marathon course
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What’s on...
Regulars at Wilstone Village Hall

Whitchurch Morris Men Tuesday evening
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Wednesday evening
Baby & Toddler Group Thursdays 10am
Brownies Thursday evening
Tring Theatre Group Sundays

Regulars at Long Marston Village Hall
Women’s Institute 2nd Tuesday
Dog Training Mon, Tue, Wed eve
First Steps Pre-School Mon, Tues, Thur & 

Fri  mornings
Toddlers Wednesday am
Accordion Band              Saturday am
LM Football club Sat afternoons

Diary dates
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings:
The public are welcome to attend all these meetings.

15 June, 8pm Wilstone village hall
20 July, 8pm Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Sunday 29 & Monday 30 May
Tring Canal Festival, Wendover Arm, Little Tring.
BH Monday 30 May
Music festival at the Queen’s Head (see ad for details).
Saturday 4 June
BMX track working party at Long Marston, 9am.
Sunday 5 June
A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon at St Mary’s Church 
Puttenham.  3pm to 4pm. Includes light refreshments.
Sunday 12 June (and 19 June)
Aldbury open gardens 2pm - 6pm
Thursday 16 June
Photographic Interest Group (see page 21)
Saturday 18 June
Midsummer walk, from Long Marston. 2pm.Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

Long Marston & Puttenham
Village Show

Saturday 6th August, 2pm

This year’s theme is “All sorts of sports”
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 …What’s on
Saturday 18 June - 3 July
Phil Madley open studios, Wilstone.  See page 19.
Saturday 18 June
Divertimenti string ensemble at St Peter & St Paul,  Tring. 
Concert at 7.30pm.  See article.
Sunday 19 June
Puttenham Family Games, 1pm (see this page).
Sunday 19 June
Aldbury open gardens 2pm - 6pm
Sunday 19 June
Marsworth steam rally
Sunday 26 June
Wilstone Open Gardens, 2pm - 5pm
Monday 4 July
Charity golf day, Mentmore.  See page 19.
Saturday 9 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston. 2pm
Saturday 6 August
The Long Marston & Puttenham Village Show, 2pm
7, 8 & 9 October
Flower Festival at St. Peter & St. Paul, Tring; in aid of 
Wilstone Church repairs.

Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society
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ANY QUERIES PHONE 01296 662181

Treasure Hunt
Sunday 12th June 2005

Starting at 3.00 pm
Starting and Finishing at Tring 

School

An easy walk around Tring town, 
following clues and picking up answers 

along the way.  This is not a race, just a lei-
surely stroll with a bit of fun thrown in.

Prizes for correct answers.

Your entry ticket includes a burger or hot dog from 
the BBQ.  Drinks, BBQ and other refreshments will 

be on sale from 4.00 pm.
Tickets just £2.50 each in advance

or £3.00 on the door.

Available from Tring School Reception or
Dennis’s of Tring or

P. E. Mead Farm Shop, Wilstone.

5HJLVWHUHG�&KDULW\�1R��������
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David Gauke is new MP
OUR new MP for South West Hertfordshire is David Gauke, 
33, a solicitor who lives in Chorleywood.  Mr Gauke con-
tested the seat for the Conservative Party after veteran MP 
Richard Page retired after holding the seat for 25 years.

The full election results were:

David Gauke (Conservative)   23,494  (46.9%)
Ed Featherstone (Liberal Democrat)   15,021  (30%)
Kerron Cross (Labour)            10,466  (20.9%)
Colin Rodden (UKIP)*           1,107  (2.2%)
* Lost deposit
Majority  8,473  Turnout 68%

David Gauke MP can be contacted via the House of Com-
mons switchboard  020 7219 3000.

39 votes defeat County 
Councillor in close run contest
LONG standing County Council member for the Tring Divi-
sion, Stan Mills (Conservative), was defeated by Liberal 
Democrat Nick Hollinghurst in a close run contest.  Every 
vote counted as a 7% swing from Labour to Liberal Democ-
rat gave Mr Hollinghurst  a  majority of 39 votes over the 
Conservative in an above average turnout of 72% on 5 May.  
Conservatives retained control of the Hertfordshire County 
Council with 46 seats - an increase of 5.  Labour held 16 
seats, with Liberal Democrat seats  increasing by 2 to 14.

The results in full for the Tring Division were:

Nick Hollinghurst (Lib Dem)  3616  (42.1%)
Stan Mills (Conservative)               3577  (41.6%)
Michael Malony (Lab & Co-op)     877  (10.2%)
Colin Kruger (Green)              493  (5.7%)

News from All Saints
OUR next big fund raising event is providing the refresh-
ments at Marsworth Steam Rally on Sunday 19th June. We 
are most grateful to Trisha and Chris Nightingale who will 
be managing the day for us. They would appreciate lots of 
help throughout the day and any donations of cakes, home 
made or bought! If you can help in any way, and for delivery 
of cakes, please telephone 01296 661801.

Tea at the Tower Saturday 9th July. Again, help with 
fruit and vegetable picking on the Friday and Saturday and 
then help with teas would be most appreciated. Please offer 

your help to help us to keep our building sound for the fu-
ture.  Neil Brown  & Carole Harrison.

Herts village of the year 2005?
IN last month’s edition we reported that Wilstone is again 
being entered for the above competition. The judges will be 
visiting the village on Friday 17th June at 9.30am for an in-
spection and to talk to local residents about the community 
and the village in general so lets have it looking at its best. 
Colin Davenport.

Coffee morning helps Youth in 
Need project in Tanzania
THANK you to everyone who supported our coffee morn-
ing.  We raised £135.84, a magnificent effort.  The following 
people won raffle prizes:  Angie (755) Bucks fizz and choco-
lates;  Bella (998) key holder; Hazel (852) box of jams; Amy 
C (786) bottle of wine; Jill (889) bottle of wine; Ben (42) jar 
of sweets.  Asante sana.  Janet Henshaw.

Bank holiday music festival at 
the Queens Head
BANK Holiday Mayhem is the title of  the music festival 
being staged at the Queens Head, Long Marston on Monday 
30 May.  No less than seven bands have been booked to 
play, many of them local, from 1pm to 8pm.  The bands will 
be in the garden, leaving plenty of room in the bars, and a 
BBQ will be available all afternoon.  Full details of the 
bands appear elsewhere in this edition of Village News.

Aldbury Open Gardens 2005
THE picturesque village of Aldbury is hosting an open Gar-
dens event over two consecutive Sundays in June in aid of 
local charities.  This popular event attracts hundreds of peo-
ple each year to see gardens of all sizes from charming cot-
tages with traditional planting to the impressive lawns of an 
18th century manor house with views over the surrounding 
countryside.  As well as the secrets of Aldbury there will be 
a number of other attractions including a local artists open 
studio, a miniature garden railway, plant sales, pottery dis-
play and live music.  Teas will be served in the larger gar-
dens.  To be held on Sunday 12 June and Sunday 19 June 
from 2pm to 6pm.  Different gardens will be open on each 
day.  Further information from:

Barbara Gunter-Jones, 01442 851035.
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 
and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

Long Marston and Puttenham 
Village Show 2005

PREPARATIONS are underway for this year’s Long 
Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society’s Village 
Show to be held on Saturday 6th August. The theme for the 
show is “All Sorts Of Sports” and the show will begin with a 
parade of classic sports cars through the village headed by 
people dressed to represent a variety of different sporting 
and leisure activities. On the recreation ground will be the 
usual stalls and activities and in the Victory Hall the display 
of horticulture, domestic and art exhibits, entry details for 
which will be found in the show schedule which will be 
distributed shortly.

Anyone interested in participating in the parade should 
contact Alan Rance on 01296 668 240. If you are interested 
in having a stall at the show or would like to help in the 
running of the show on the day please contact David Severs 
on 01296 661 021 or email davidsevers@aol.com

“The Wonders of Creation”
Festival of Flowers and Crafts

PLANNING is now well under way for our Flower Festi-
val, to be held on 7th, 8th and 9th October, in St. Peter & St. 
Paul Church, Tring.   It’s going to be a wonderful, colourful 
display of flowers, with some fascinating and beautiful 
crafts.   People from all the churches in the team are in-
volved, and they have received letters explaining times and 
places.

We are in real need of some help.   We will need to borrow 
about two dozen boards, similar in size to decorating tables. 
These will be rested across the pews near the pillars to take 
displays.   We also need six mannequins or dress-makers’ 
dummies, to help with a display of dress-making, and also 
display of some of our church vestments.   Could you lend 
us either of these?   If you can, please contact me (01442-
822669) or Marion Lawrence (01442-824789).

Soon we will be asking for people to help us steward the 

event, to keep our exhibits safe and make visitors feel wel-
come.   Maybe too you could help with refreshments.   
Please contact me if you would like to join in the fun, and to 
help in any way.

We would also like to hear from you if you would be willing 
to make a donation to help pay for the flowers, in memory of 
someone or to celebrate an event or an anniversary.   A list 
of donors and dedications will be displayed in the church as 
part of the festival, and in the programme.   There are letters 
in all the Tring Team churches to explain this, with tear-off 
slips for you to complete.   Further information from Pam 
Cockerill on 01442-824394.

We shall be very grateful for any help you can give us!   
Remember, we are aiming to raise funds for urgent repairs at 
St. Cross church in Wilstone, and maybe other churches as 
well.    Elizabeth Sims  (01442 822669).

Village News is now online!
IF you have friends or family outside our area who like to 
keep in touch, ‘Village News’ can now be seen at 

www.wilstone.me.uk

The magazine is displayed from one web page as a series of 
images, one for each of the 28 magazine pages.  Loading all 
28 images ( 2.7 megabytes) can take several minutes de-
pending on your internet connection speed.  Once loaded 
you can flick through the  ‘Village News’ pages using  3 
buttons  to page forward, backwards or go to a specific page. 
You can read at your leisure offline or save the edition per-
manently to your hard disc. If you have difficulties please e-
mail me at  colin@www.wilstone.me.uk .  Colin Moore.

Parish Councillor vacancy
The resignation of Michael Glasser leaves a vacancy on the 
Tring Rural Parish Council.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a councillor contact the Clerk, Dawn Slade, on 01442 
824138.  The signatures of 10 electors are required to cause 
an election to be held.
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Wilstone Fete picture page

Busy Brownies blink in the sunshine

Sweet stall sweeties at the 

Youth in Need stall Fastest dog in the show: winner of the 
“fastest recall” competition

Sit still for the judges!

Dog show hopefuls get ready 

Popular visitors Pilchard and 
Kipper (the donkeys).

Children’s competition winners

Shy marksman.  All the coconuts 
were won long before 5pm.
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Andrew Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Come on ladies!
Get someone else to do all those jobs

you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!
Phone Andrew Waring

(01525) 240691
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I’M sure most of you have heard of the hilarious book ‘The 
Bunny Suicides’, well at this rate Gubblecote will be able to 
release its own version - ‘The Kitty Suicides’. Stable cat 
Horace, a popular member of the Gubblecotian community 
has been rescued 3 times in the past two months from taking 
his own life by Wilstone socialite Jane Shirley.

It seems his life spent lazing around Lukes Spinney being 
fed seven times a day got all too much for the poor tabby.
He took the dramatic step of dashing in front of a speeding 
car and was found unable to walk in the barn. A rushed trip 
to the vets with a broken pelvis and a tail amputation later, 
it seems there was still not enough excitement in his life, 
and so decided a boatless trip down the River Gubb was in 
order.

After hours of searching, Jane found Horace looking som-
bre about to jump into the watery abyss. Without hesitation 
she launched herself across the water, through thorns and 
branches, grabbed the cat and hoisted herself out again. 
Onlookers were shocked but amazed at her courage as she 
climbed out of the white water with cat in arms.

Despite cuts to her face and arms, she pulled through just in 
time for a third suicide attempt from the frantic feline.
Just a few days later Nikki Kelly, horse owner and obses-
sive hooverer, heard a meowing coming from the stable as 
she locked up the tack room. She peered inside and there he 
was again. Horace had climbed up into the rafters and was 
about to throw himself down onto the concrete floor. In a 
panic she quickly phoned Jane who arrived chauffer-driven 
slightly merry as she had just come from the pub.

She daringly climbed up a tack box and bucket and quickly 
snatched Horace down. Jane was now three times a hero.
After these failed attempts to take his life, and the proof that 
he has so many who care about him, Horace has since taken 
up yoga and learnt to be at peace with himself.

The Kitty Suicides
Mother Ship Arrives

Locals terrified by Gubblecote’s newest resident

As you may remember, a few months ago saw the arrival of 
several extra-terrestrial beings in our sleepy hamlet, and 
despite rigorous interrogation from our outer-space corre-
spondent, we still knew nothing about them.
Only a few days ago, youth Brandon Kelly was peacefully 
walking home from school down Lukes Lane when he 
jumped out of his skin and into his school bag at what he 
saw.
It seems that the little white men have grown fond of their 
cosy spot between the road and the River Gubb, and have 
invited the Mother Ship down to visit.
Pictured above, at the foot of a tree, it is questionable as to 
whether this tree has anything to do with this alien fiasco. 
When questioned by our local mutt Patch, the tree had noth-
ing to say, and was consequently marked as suspicious by 
the friendly terrier.
If anyone has any information about this new alien being, 
don’t hesitate to contact Gubblecote Gob HQ.

Summer is approaching!
Although the weather may not be brilliant, Gubblecote has 
had its first tell-tale signs that the sunny season is nigh.
Young children have been running to their parents at the 
hissing and clanking, followed by a toot toot from 
Mr Griffiths’ steam engine creeping down the road.
Yes folks, forget the sun, in Gubblecote there’s no Summer 
without steam.

(Library picture)To jump? Or not to jump?

by Lois Kelly
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Champagne and the Race For Life 
by Mags Severs 

ON the weekend of the 14th/15th May was held one of 
Long Marston and Puttenham's most exciting events of the 
year, the May ball. Ladies in posh frocks and gents in DJ's 
board their hired carriage bound for Cecilia hall to dance the 
night away to a nostalgic 3 piece band. To drink champagne 
and trip the light fantastic like their parents did in times gone 
by. 

There was one amongst this happy crowd that was wish-
ing she wasn't there that particular evening. One who had 
mistakenly double booked herself. One who was not sure 
whether her true love was drinking champagne or jogging. 

I won't bother you with the details of how it came about 
but I, Mags Severs, returning to long distant running after a 
3rd child and a 3 year gap 
had booked her first 'little' 
race the morning after the 
May ball. There was no 
question of not putting on 
the posh frock and dancing a 
few waltzes with my hus-
band. I like drinking cham-
pagne too much. 

Earlier in the year we lost 
dear Adrienne Betts to a can-
cer related illness. Her de-
cline and death was so swift 
it brought home to me how 
lucky I was to have my 
health and that I should do a 
little something to help my-
self get fit. I love running but 
needed a prompt to make space for it. Adrienne was not unfit 
and whether or not cancer is the thing that takes you to your 
grave is lottery of life. That's a good reason for everyone to 
do something they love every so often, especially mums who 
spend most of their time making sure their partners and chil-
dren get to do the things they love. Some friends in the vil-
lage told me of the race for life, a women only 5k fun run/
walk organised by the Cancer Research UK. I decided this 

was how I would get back into running and raise some 
money in memory of Adrienne's memory. 

So the night of the ball arrived and I put on my frock, 
strappy sandals and a deep layer of the 'slap.' I started with a 
bucks-fizz but the orange juice spoils my favourite tipple. I 
knew I wasn't going to be able to resist for long. The fizzy 
liquid whispered to me 'drink me pure, you know you want 
me'. I have the same sort of problem with cake! 

So I sipped 'champers' and danced as well as I did last 
year, even though I didn't go to classes.  Midnight came all 
too fast but I was almost sober. Thanks to the glasses of wa-
ter I have drank between the bubbly. So this year I skipped 
on to the bus instead of stumbling on to it. I was advised by 

a friend to have a pint of 
orange juice and water be-
fore bed to stave off the ex-
pected hangover. So on Sun-
day morning I awoke as 
fresh as anyone who had 
been to a ball and got home 
late could. 
I have a light breakfast and 
more water. Followed by 20 
trips to the loo. First race 
nerves! 
There were 8 in our team, 
The Sunflowers (named after 
Adrienne's favourite bloom). 
I was the oldest, then Vicky, 
another 'running returnee' 
and the others were my 15 

year old daughter, Emma and her skinny mates. 
We parked, to our surprise and amazement very close to 

Gadbridge park in Hemel Hampstead. There was quite a 
crowd. Over 1,100 competitors, their families, friends and 
the race organisers and marshals. Chiltern radio road show 
were covering the event. The old pre race buzz started to 
bubble up inside me. There were a few bunny girls and fair-
ies. Emma wished she had come in fancy-dress. I was just 

The Race for Life ‘Sunflowers’ team at Gadebridge Park
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glad we had good weather. A bright sunny morning had 
brought out the crowds. There was laughter and smiles. A 
short speech from a local Hemel councillor about the impor-
tance of cancer research. Two minutes silent for the victims 
of this wicked disease. After that over a thousand women 
and girls stood shoulder to shoulder for an aerobic work out. 
I joined in for the first 10 minutes but this was a little too 
much like a gym class, love running and playing games hate 
classes of any kind. Vicky and I looked around and noticed 
there wasn't a queue for the loos anymore. Ahh ... a chance 
for another nervous visit to the toilet before the start of the 
race. Our young team mates were enjoying jumping around 
to the pop music. 

Order was called and the walkers told to mass behind the 
lady with the red flag. The runners paraded to the starting 
line marked with a huge inflatable blue arch.  As I stood 
waiting for the starting horn I read some of the dedications 
written on the backs of the women around me. Some were 
just a name, others had a photo and the date their special 
friend or relative passed away. I thought of Adrienne. Then 
we were off. 

The pace was very slow. It was obvious these were a 
load of amateurs. Within a couple of hundred metres ladies 
were starting to walk. I was annoyed at having to dodge 
these slow coaches. If you can't run a few hundred metres 
they should have started with the walkers. I was a serious 
club runner and never bothered doing 'Fun' runs before. 
When we crossed the road we started to climb a hill. This is 
where my Fenland background starts to show. I can't do 
hills. About half way up I could run no longer. I put my head 
down and stomped as fast as I could up that Hertfordshire 
hillside. The bunny girls passed me, little white tails bobbing 
up and down on their too short shorts. This was not in the 

race plan, I was disappointed with 
myself. When the hill levelled out 
I started to run again. I passed the 
1 km mark. My young team 
mates and their skinny bums were 
way ahead of me. The route Zig-
zagged down the hill, left to right, 
left to right. I never managed to 
run any of the up hill parts and 
cursed the course planners. We 
ran down hill too far as we 
crossed the hill, then up hill as we 
ran back again. A fen girl's worst 
nightmare. At long last we 
crossed the road via the under-
pass. The finish was getting 
nearer. I cheered up a bit. Then I 
realised the course looped up and 
around this side of the park too. 
My spirits dropped. Do I really 
love running so much? It was then 
I passed a couple of my skinny 
bummed younger pals. Oh yes ... 
experience pays. Slow and steady gets there in the end. I 
look ahead and there's another steep rise. A fellow competi-
tor notices I'm flagging and takes my hand pulling me up the 
hill. She asked me about Adrienne. I couldn't speak. We are 
500 metres from the finish. I must run the rest of the way. 
I'm so tired, its too hot this morning. I see Emma, she has 
finished and has her medal. I see a friend from Toddler 
group she's come to cheer us on. I must keep running. I pass 
under the blue arch and stop my watch. I can't actually see 
the numbers, my vision is blurred. 36 minutes 41 seconds. 

Not too bad for the first race back. I collect my medal and 
bag of freebies. Emma comes over and excitedly says she 
wants to do it all again. 

Oh, to be young again! To be able to run 5k and another 
5k and another. To feel like you could run the world! Its 
going to get better I'm sure of it. 

All the sunflowers eventually crossed under the blue 
arch raising about £600 or so for Cancer Research UK. 

And I'm back! I'm a runner again. 

The author: 
a runner once more!
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“A fresh approach to

selling property”

in and around your village

3KRQH�QRZ�IRU�D�IUHH��QR�REOLJDWLRQ��
YDOXDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�SURSHUW\

(01296) 660230  Pitstone, Bucks
(01442) 863737  Berkhamsted, Herts

www.plummproperty.co.uk

New Chairman elected at AGM
THE AGM of the Tring Rural Parish Council held at Long 
Marston on 18 May elected Councillor Mike Tomlinson as 
its Chairman for the coming year.  He replaces Michael 
Glasser, who has stood down as a Councillor after 17 years 
on the parish council.   Cllr Chris Griffiths was elected as 
Vice Chairman, and Cllr Abby Fermont continues as Chair-
man of Planning.

Mike Tomlinson was born and lives in Long Marston.  He 
became a parish councillor last year, and had been instru-
mental in organising the successful speed gun exercises on 
roads through the villages.  Involved in village activities all 
his life, he has been organist at all 3 village churches, and an 
active member of a number of local sports clubs.  He retired 
last year after a career in the insurance industry.

Members of the Council thanked Michael Glasser for his 
service to the community over this considerable period. 

Football pitch progress
The Council, together  with officers of  Long Marston FC 
have made significant progress with the project to improve 
the state of the pitch at the Long Marston recreation ground. 
The Parish Council have submitted the required application 
for planning permission to Dacorum, and the public consul-
tation notices are already posted at the site.  The Clerk, 
Dawn Slade has also held discussions with the planning offi-
cers.  As the site is of historical interest, it will be necessary 
to pay for an archaeologist to supervise the work, and the 
cost of this has been determined as £1,500.

Most significantly, the Council and Long Marston FC have 
jointly submitted an application to the Football Foundation 
for a grant towards the work.  Dawn Slade and club official 
Daphne Bateman have visited the Football Foundation of-
fices and the Herts FA to discuss the application, and re-
ported that they were encouraged by the positive response 
they received.  The good standing of the football club, a long 
established organisation in its own right has helped improve 
the chances of the application.  A contribution of £10,000 
has been requested, and it seems there is a good chance of 
success.  The application will take up to 12 weeks for the 
Football Foundation to come to a decision though.

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden

Local school/playgroup pickup
References available: Fully insured

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806
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The Council confirmed their choice of preferred contractor 
at the meeting as CH Ground Maintenance Ltd.  They will 
be  appointed provisionally as contractors, but at this stage 
subject to the Council obtaining planning permission, and 
the grant funding.  The total cost of all the work will be 
£15,000.  The Parish Council proposes to provide £5,000 
from its own funds with the remaining £10,000 dependant on 
the grant from the Football Foundation.

Overall, a big step forward from the position a month ago,  
and the project must now stand a reasonable chance of suc-
cess.  Cllr Alan Winfield left the room for this item and was 
excluded from the discussion, as he had declared an interest 
because of his long standing association with the club.

Parish Plan officially adopted
The Council voted to formally adopt the Parish Plan, thus 
endorsing the document and giving it official status.  Coun-
cillors were complimentary about the work of the parish plan 
group which had mobilised genuine community involvement 
in putting the document together over the last year.  There 
was a very good response to the final consultation on the 
draft plan, with 28% of questionnaires being returned. All 

the responses have now been analysed and the results input 
into the  final version. The Plan will carry weight with gov-
ernment and government agencies.  Cllr Abby Fermont said: 
“Organisations such as Dacorum Borough Council and Hert-
fordshire Highways are required to take our plan into ac-
count - they can’t just ignore it.”   Arrangements will be 
made to publish the final document in June.  

New boards for old
A worn out floor at a “Very well used village hall”, is to be 
restored to its former glory thanks to a grant of £2,700 from 
the Parish Council.  Councillors agreed to the application 
from Wilstone village hall committee to professionally refur-
bish the wooden floor using modern materials; giving a 
much more enduring finish than has been possible in the 
past.  The village hall is usually in use 7 days a week, and 
the floor has taken a real pounding over the last few years. 
“A good investment”, is how the Councillors saw it.

Web site plan
A Tring website company will be invited to discuss with 
Councillors the merits and costs of setting up a web site.

E\�3KLO�%XFKL����
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Friends of Tring School

THE Friends of Tring School would like to thank everyone 
who came along to our Elvis Evening on April 15th.  It was 
hugely successful.  Our hall was packed with over 250 peo-
ple and the whole place was rocking!  We raised in excess 
of £2,000 which will be used towards the costs of furnish-
ing the new Library and Learning Centre at Tring School.

Further fund raising events are being arranged for the rest of 
the year including our fun Family Treasure Hunt and Sum-
mer Sunday BBQ on June 12th.  Everyone is welcome to 
join us for a stroll around Tring Town Centre, following 
clues and collecting answers along the way.  The route will 
guide you back to the Desborough Hall at Tring School 
where we will be serving Hot Dogs and Burgers from the 
BBQ with the fantastic Tring School Concert Band enter-
taining us for an hour or so.  Don’t miss it!  Tickets are 
available very locally from the Farm Shop at Wilstone.

Other events to run this year include our annual Art Exhibi-
tion on 23/24/25th September and a “Girls Night Out” In-
dulgence Evening on November 11th. If you are an artist 
and would like information on our Art Exhibition or you are 
a therapist or a seller of  “indulgent” gifts and would like 
further information on the Indulgence Night, please contact 
Kim on 01296 662097.

Airport takes a step nearer 
to Option 3a   by Rachel Webb

LUTON Airport has announced that it has formally ap-
plied to the Directorate of Airspace Policy (a division of the 
Civil Aviation Authority) for a new flightpath, dubbed Op-
tion 3a, over Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury Vale and south-
west Herts.  If the application is processed smoothly, the 
flightpath could be implemented by January 2006.

Local pressure group (PAVAN – Protect Aylesbury Vale 
Against Noise) wrote to the airport before Easter (no re-
sponse as yet) asking once again for details of the safety 
issues the airport says prompted their search for a new 
route. PAVAN says that it’s not about safety, it’s about 
expansion, as Luton continues to add more routes and at-
tract more passengers thanks to Government subsidies on 
aviation fuel. In addition to plane noise from Luton, the area 
also suffers from flights taking off from Heathrow Airport, 
so PAVAN visited BAA at Heathrow in April to discuss the 
matter. The good news is that Heathrow has expanded its 
noise monitoring capabilities and can now identify their 
planes over the Vale. The surprising news is that BAA were 
surprised their planes cause so much grief so far from the 
airport. 

Villagers are therefore encouraged to complain to Heath-
row whenever they are disturbed by one of these planes by  
phoning 0800 344844. 
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The ancient manors of Tring Rural: Puttenham

Concluding the article by the late Mrs. Margaret 
Vincent (from July 1986 Magazine) describing 
the Ancient Manors of Tring Rural.  
It continues …

Puttenham

THE four hides of land were worth less than Tis-
cott (£4 before 1066, £2 when acquired by Bishop 
Odo, and £3 in 1086), but because it was tenanted 
for five centuries of continuous occupation by one 
Norman family who built and endowed the church 
and put it in charge of the important priory of Can-
ons’ Ashby, the manor was  established as an in-
dependent parish, while its neighbours were an-
nexed first to Marsworth and then to Tring Parish.

The population of 10 families (4 villages, 2 small 
holders, 4 cottagers) and 2 slaves increased so that 
there were 39 taxpayers in the late 13th ‘century.

Betlow, Alnwick (Aldwick), Long Marston and 
Wilstone are not mentioned in the Domesday 

Survey and do not appear to be documented much 
before the reign of Edward I.  

Wilstone once had a chapel served by a priest 
from Marsworth, and Long Marston had a chapel 
attached to Tring.  The de Puttenhams held Long 
Marston from the late 14th Century to the 16th cen-
tury when the estate came to John Saunders 
through one of their daughters.

In the 18th century the Duke of Leeds established 
that Boarscroft, Alnwich and Betlow were extra-
parochial and need pay no rates apart from the 
Poor Rate which went to Tring, but this is a com-
plicated story.  Suffice it to say that the “Lordship 
of Betlow” was definitively removed from any 
connection with Marsworth and remained part of 
Hertfordshire.
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The Village Show - an alternative account
by F A Mousley

HELD in the church garden, crowds flocked to the Fauna Fete on 21 May.  Some 
came from up to 30 metres away, not counting my brother-in-law, Sean.  He's 
married to my sister, Ina, and lives in Dublin so it sometimes takes him weeks to 
hitch to Wilstone.  Ryanair went ballistic when he freeloaded on their plane so 
now he comes by ferry and road.  (Did you know they don't use real money in the 
Republic of Ireland but something called euros - how Irish!)

Anyway, we had an excellent turn out for a packed programme of events.  The 
ants had offered to provide refreshments but fell foul of Food Hygiene Regula-
tions so instead laid on a tug-of-war with 2 very evenly matched teams, and a low 
level aerial display by 6 bumblebees was really exciting.  That could not be said 
of the next race which was the 2004 Final of the snails' 100 yard dash - won by 
Charlie Carapace in 362 days, and a margin of just 2 mm.  They were too ex-
hausted on the day to start another such marathon so began a Snail Leaf Chewing 
Competition which they hope to finish by next week.  

The hilarious highlight of the proceedings was the "Living Pyramid" performed 
by squirrels.  Unfortunately the last one trying to reach the top didn't reckon on 
how ticklish his companions were as he clambered over them, and the whole heap 
collapsed.  Me? - oh I came third in the Mouse-tache competition!

Ace rodent  reporter
F A Mousley
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Scarecrows come again to

Tea at the Tower
Saturday 9th July 2.30pm

A Competition and Display
London is making a bid for the Olympics; 

this could be your theme but any ideas welcome.

Come and vote for your favourite scarecrow.
All welcome to enter. Entry forms available at the 
Village Shop/ Boot Long Marston from 6th June.

Other Attractions
Cream Teas  - Competition for Children

Fruit & Veg Stalls  - Cheese & Pie Stalls - Bees
Plants for Butterflies - Potter  - Crafts

Play golf at Mentmore and 
build a school in Honduras!
MARK Chambers and his fiancé Pam Bearman, both resi-
dents of Long Marston, are holding their third annual char-
ity golf day to raise funds for a school in the remote moun-
tains of Honduras.  Pam supports a small boy living in Hon-
duras through the Charity Plan UK.  She has regularly vis-
ited the area, providing much needed supplies since the 
whole country was devastated by Hurricane Mitch in 1998.

Mentmore Golf and Country Club is a spectacular venue for 
this charity event.  The day will take place on Monday 4th 
July 2005 and consist of two full 18-hole competitions to 
take advantage of both the Rosebery and the Rothschild 
courses set in beautiful countryside near Leighton Buzzard.  
Last year’s event at Mentmore was a huge success and 
raised funds for a medical centre for the Honduran commu-
nity.  This year the golf day will help provide school facili-
ties to give hundreds of children a start in life.

Two rounds of golf, breakfast, lunch, supper and prize-
giving event for the amazing cost of only £70 per player!  
Please go along, enjoy the golf and help some amazing chil-
dren.  Contact Mark Chambers on 07957 192336, or email 
him at jmark.chambers@btinternet.com for a booking 
form and more details. 

Hot wax art in action
Phil Madley Open Studio 18 June - 3 July

WELL known local artist Phil Madley (pictured below) is 
opening his studio to visitors again this year as part of the 
Bucks Open Studios.  Phil’s innovative and exciting paint-
ing in wax produces some quite fantastic effects, and is 
unlike any other medium.

Prepare to be amazed - this is worth seeing.  Phil welcomes 
all visitors - and will be at work in his studio throughout the 
period so you can watch 
this fascinating process 
first hand.

His studio is in the middle 
of Wilstone at the rear of 
50 Tring Road, not far 
from the Half Moon.  
The studio is open from 
10am to 6pm on each day, 
18 June to 3 July.

You can also see his work 
on his website:
www.philmadley.com
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Last month David described the 3,000 year history of the 
field called The Moors.  Here he moves across the road to 
Blackhorse field.  The corner of this field is adjacent to the 
row of houses at Wilstone Green, and you can get a good 
view of it from the footpath that runs along one side in the 
direction of Marsworth.  On the field map of 1710, the field 
was referred to as Low Cow Croft Furlong - not exactly a 
snappy title - and the orchard is shown as Towns End Close 
(see below).

CROSSING the road from The Moors, the field beside the 
footpath is the Blackhorse field.  Why Blackhorse?  Was 
there ever a public house?  What of the tale of the man who 
hung himself from the old ash tree?  The orchard has been 
called Daniel’s Close and Townsend Close - perhaps there’s 
a clue.

This 6 hectare Blackhorse field for the last 50 years has 
grown arable crops.  Wheat, oil seed rape, forage maize, 
barley - with short term grass leys for hay and then silage.  
One crop not grown now was Dredge Corn.  Barley, oats 
with a few peas were drilled in the spring as one crop.  The 
threshed result was ground, giving good feed for sheep and 
cattle.  This year we’re back to winter wheat, variety 
“Najinski”, a milling wheat.  Will Mr Haygate be interested?  
I’m sure, mixed with some Canadian hard wheat, a first class 
flour will be produced.  A lot has got to happen before that.  
A shower of rain just before the harvest and we’re into ani-
mal feed.

My first memory of this field was in 1940, when an inquisi-
tive 6-year old went to investigate some shooting.  I met a 
dozen teenagers, some with make-believe guns but some 
with air guns.  One lad showing off his forearm with a neat 
air gun slug wound.  I wonder if any of them had to experi-

ence the real war.

This spring has been  kind, with some rain and some warm 
sun.  So what’s keeping Mr Cuckoo so quiet?  An old man 
used to take a basket to Chesham Fair, about 13th April, to 
bring the Cuckoo back.  Probably delayed by the many wa-
tering holes on the way back.

To get our brownie points the orchard has been replanted 
and an ornamental headland has been planted.  I gather that 
when we go pigeon shooting the birds have got to be aware 
of where you are before a shot is fired.  I hope if those lads 
were called up they didn’t use the same tactic.

The sign of the Blackhorse

The replanted orchard, with winter wheat now 2 feet high 
in Blackhorse field beyond,  seen from the footpath.

Picture: Village News

Relief for Editors as rain resumes 

Village News editors Colin Davenport (left) and Phil Buchi found themselves 
stuck in the mud on a damp Saturday morning preparing for the Wilstone fete.  

Colin is also Chairman of the village hall and fete committees, and Phil took on the 
job of commentator and announcer for the fete on 21st May.

Pictured here at 5.10pm as the fete had closed and the rain resumed after a bright 
and sunny dry afternoon.  The relief is evident in this informal photo taken by As-
sistant Editor Jill “Bags of Fun” Walker. The sensible clothes and large Welling-
tons rather give the game away about the local conditions though!
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories
Hardwood
UPVC
Aluminium
Secondary
Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333
Mobile:  07836 640448

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
$OO�0HFKDQLFDO�5HSDLUV
9HU\�&RPSHWLWLYH�3ULFHV�
$OO�:RUN�*XDUDQWHHG

9HKLFOHV�&ROOHFWHG�DQG�5HWXUQHG��
1R�([WUD�&KDUJH

027V�$UUDQJHG��:HOGLQJ��
%UHDNGRZQV

9HKLFOHV�%RXJKW�	�6ROG
:KHHOV�%DODQFHG��
&U\SWRQ 7XQLQJ

	�
)XHO�,QMHFWLRQ�6HUYLFH
3DLQW�	�3DQHO�:RUN��
,QVXUDQFH�5HSDLUV

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
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9HKLFOHV�%RXJKW�	�6ROG
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	�
)XHO�,QMHFWLRQ�6HUYLFH
3DLQW�	�3DQHO�:RUN��
,QVXUDQFH�5HSDLUV

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328
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Professional and friendly advice 
from a local, family run business in the 

comfort of your own home

For all types of blinds 
at discount prices 

*Roman Blinds - Choose from 
our extensive range or from 

your own fabric

ROLLER � 3/($7('�� :22'6/$7
VERTICAL � 520$1� 3,12/(80

CONSERVATORY

7+(�%/,1'�0$1
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Letter from Tanzania              by Theo Mshabaha, Youth in Need Project

I WAS born in 1973 in the region of Mwanza (Lake Victo-
ria zone) Tanzania.  After completion of my studies I joined 
the priest community for the purpose of helping poor people.   
So from there I started to think about other people who are in 
need.  I will never forget in my life one day I was in 
Mwanza town with my church priest, I saw a street boy 
along the road who was begging, crying and asking money 
for food by saying “Father, mother give me money, give me 
money”.  When I saw him I was very sympathetic and I de-
cided to buy bread for him. In the evening I was thinking 
about the boys life because that situation pained me a lot. 

Next day I went to 
town.  Fortunately I met 
the boy again with his 
friends, he remembered 
and greeted me. I asked 
them to go somewhere 
and talk. After they 
agreed, we went to the 
market, there I started to 
talk to them.  It was diffi-
cult and tough for me, 
because it was the first 
time I had met people 
who sleep and stay on the 
street because they have 
no home. 

At home I told my rela-
tives and priest about that, and my decision to start helping 
children.  The priest promised to help me, from that day I 
started working with street children. I did street work twice a 
week.  I introduced playing football, cards and story telling 
about life. One day, one street boy told me about two young 
Indian men who were helping them.  I met them and they 
told me about their mission to start a centre for street chil-
dren.  We agreed to work together. Thereafter we started the 
centre known as Kuleana Centre for Children’s Rights.  I 
worked at Kuleana for many years and then  joined  the 
Mkombozi centre for street children, were I am working 
now.  Last year, 2004, I moved from Kilimanjaro Region to 
Arusha Region where Mkombozi started the street based 
program.  I worked as a street educator in Arusha.  Each day, 
and 2 nights a week, I walked the streets talking to long-term 
street children and young people, as well as identifying new 
street children. I built up trust with them and we work to-

gether to find the best way to help them. Sometimes I refer 
them to a residential centre (this can be Mkombozi’s resi-
dential centre in Moshi or another centre), provide medical 
attention or link them to work or education opportunities. It 
is important work as sometimes my interaction can be the 
only contact the youth or child gets with society; it always 
gives them alternative chances to leave street life and even-
tually become self-reliant.

My work also includes visiting boys who have been sent to 
the remand home. Sometimes street children can get rounded 
up if the municipal council decided they want to clean up the 

city or they can be ar-
rested for loitering.  It can 
take some time for a court 
case to be called and all 
this time the boys are 
waiting they are locked 
up. I visit them to try and 
link them to legal support 
and make sure they are 
being fairly treated.
I enjoy my work.  

Throughout my long ex-
perience I have found that 
there are many centres in 
Tanzania working with 
children but not with 

street youth.  One day I met with my friend David Bashu-
mika and we were talking about this.  We decided that it 
would be better if we could start a centre for helping street 
youth. Also, we found that they are many Maasai young 
people who are hanging around in town looking for a job 
without having  any skills, and they end up working as 
watchmen.  We had the idea of starting our own organization 
to help these young people. We started getting advice from 
different people.  Fortunately we met Miss Sarah who agreed 
to work together towards fulfilling our vision of  “Help me 
today, tomorrow I will help others”.  We thank Sarah for 
making our dream to become true. 

Please continue to help the homeless street youth and 
Maasai children in Tanzania, Africa.  

www.youthinneed.org.uk

The project team with Theo Mshabaha (right) & Sarah Henshaw 

6LOO\�-RNH�6HFWLRQ
Q: Why did the man drown in his muesli?
A: He was pulled under by a strong current.

Q: What did the vampire doctor say to his patient?
A: Necks please!

Doctor, doctor; I keep seeing insects spinning.
Don’t worry, its just a bug that’s going round.

Doctor, doctor; can you give me something for this 
wind?
Certainly!  Take this kite.

That’s enough silly jokes. Ed.

Thanks to Ellen Ainger for providing this selection.
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THE WOODWORK SHOP

Furniture Kitchens Bedrooms Bathrooms

Architectural joinery Offices etc etc

Made to your own specifications

Acrylic work surfaces a speciality

Angus J Munday

Unit 4b         Phone: 01494 772600
Woodlands Farm              or 0784 335 9727
The Vale    
Chesham     Email:
Bucks                angusmunday42@tiscali.co.uk
HP5 3NS  

Surprisingly affordable

FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

CARPET 
CLEANING

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring
Herts

HP23 4NU

01442 824250
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Local club feature

Mini sports: Tennis and rugby reports by Sheena Cogger

World champion hurdler Colin Jackson 
with the Dacorum mini-tennis team

ON Saturday 14 May, Dacorum's mini-tennis team took part in the Herts 
Youth Games.  The team selected included two children from Wilstone -
Alice Beeny and Robbie Cogger. All four play tennis at Tring Tennis 
Club. 

Each rubber started with a girls doubles and a boys doubles and then 4 
singles matches. Dacorum were drawn against East Herts and a strong 
Stevenage team. In this event, every point counted and even though 
Dacorum lost by 2 points to Stevenage, they won the group by a mere 2 or 
3 points! They were then in the play offs for Gold, Silver or Bronze 
against the other group winners - Broxbourne and St Albans. They lost to 
the Broxbourne, the eventual winners by 2 matches to 4. In their last rub-
ber against St Albans, they won by 4 matches to 2 pushing St Albans into 
3rd place. 

Dacorum's mini-tennis team came away with very well deserved silver 
medals which were presented by Olympic Gold Medalist and World 
Champion 110m Hurdler Colin Jackson - see photograph. Colin Jackson 
was excellent with all the children and was happy to sign racket covers, T-
shirts or programmes and posed in numerous photographs with the teams 
too.  This win gave Dacorum as a whole a valuable 9 points to add to their 
score.  

George Murrell, Robbie Cogger and Oliver Beeny with 
the County trophy.

ON 23 April, Tring's mini rugby teams travelled to Har-
penden for the County Festival. 

The U7's A team played excellent rugby and won their 
group convincingly, beating teams from Tabard, Hitchin 
and Barnet. They then played a strong Bishop Stortford 
team in the semi-final beating them by one try to make the 
final against Harpenden. As in the Tring Festival Final the 
teams were evenly matched and nothing could split them in 
a tight, tense match. The score at the final whistle was 35 
points each and once again the spoils were shared between 
Tring and Harpenden again. Tring U7s were unbeaten all 
season - a fantastic achievement. 

Tring U7s A squad of 11 players included 3 local boys, 
see photo - George Murrell, Robbie Cogger and Oliver 
Beeny pictured at school with the trophy. These 3 boys 
played important roles in this team with some excellent 
tackling and a try tally of 15 between them. 

Well done boys. Can't wait for next season! 

Bad weather delays 
BMX project but your 
help needed for another 
try on Saturday 4 June

UNSUITABLE ground conditions  meant that the work-
ing party organised by Dave Jenkinson for 7th May was 
unable to carry out the task of moving the earth to build 
the new BMX track at the Long Marston recreation 
ground. This did not prevent a very nice article appearing 
in the Gazette (18 May) featuring the project.

The next working party will be on Saturday 4th  June at 
the recreation ground.   If you can lend a hand, just turn 
up there at 9am to meet Dave and the team.



Village News

Need an evening out?  Come to the 
Half Moon for great food, choice of 

wines, and good beers.

A warm welcome guaranteed!
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Photograhphic Interest Club  by Nigel Crump

Report of the April meeting

THE members of the Photographic Interest Club took over 
Wingrave Church for the evening and although mighty cold it 
was an enjoyable evening.  Nigel blew the cobwebs off of a 
5"x4" plate camera and shot some very out of date film, 
(awaiting results). The principles are similar to the very first 
large format cameras where the image appears on a glass screen 
upside down and back to front. Using a black cloth over the 
photographer to compose and focus the shot. We supplemented 
the lighting with continuous light rather than flash, reason is 
you can see what effect the lighting is having. After the shot 
was in the bag we discussed various projects and used the light-
ing to great effect as heaters!

Thanks to Micheal Tunnicliffe for allowing us a free reign in 
the church and if the exercise was successful,  it will be a start 
of an ongoing project to photograph all the churches in the sur-
rounding area.

Next meeting is on Thursday 16th June featuring wildlife 
photographer Les Borg.   Tickets available to non-members £5.   
7.30pm for 8.00pm start at the Methodist Hall, Nup End Lane 
Wingrave. See advertisement on this page.

For any members interested, PIC meet every third Thursday 
in the month, for varied programme of professional advice and 
assistance with all aspects of image making.

Contact Nigel Crump (01296 688466) dwpi@gotadsl.co.uk
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´5RVH�&RWWDJHµ�.HQQHOV�DQG�
&DWWHU\��:LQJUDYH�

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

BgdV[W�7jWUgf[hW�>[_age[`We

Telephone / Fax: (01296) 661448

Your Versatile Local Taxi and Chauffeur Service

Please Telephone For A Quotation

6  Bromley, Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QU

We Can Accommodate All Your Needs for Long and Short 
Distance Travel

Including Transport to and From Airports, Weddings and 
Special Events
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Please support our advertisers -
and tell them you saw it in Village News.

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through 
with an experienced and sympathetic 

counsellor.
Ring in total confidence

01296 668357 or 07778 802748

Established 200 Years

K.Y.GREEN
Funeral Directors

29 Cambridge Street
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 1RP
For personal attention and advice phone

01296 - 482041

24 hour emergency service
Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble

Golden Charter
Pre Payment Plans available

Please contact us, without obligation, for 
your free brochure



Village News

5HFLSH�3DJH�� E\�-DQH�.HOO\

P a g e  2 7 J u n e  2 0 0 5

&KLFNHQ�
0H[LFDQ�
6W\OH

This is such a simple dish but so delicious! Leaving the chicken 
in the sauce overnight will enhance the flavours.

What you need
6 chicken quarters
40g ( 1½ oz ) butter
2 tbls. oil
2 large onions peeled and sliced
2 garlic cloves crushed
1 green pepper deseeded and sliced
1 red chilli pepper deseeded and sliced
175g ( 7oz ) can tomatoes
2 tbls. tomato puree
300ml ( ½ pint ) chicken stock ( I use cubes ) or white wine and stock
100g ( 4 oz ) sweet corn
4 tbls soured cream
100g ( 4 oz ) mushrooms sliced
finely chopped parsley

What you do
1. Brown the chicken pieces in the oil and butter on both sides and 

place in a large casserole dish.
2. Fry the onions, garlic, pepper and chilli for a few minutes and add 

the tomatoes, tomato puree and stock. Bring to simmering point 
stirring all the time.

3. Pour the sauce over the chicken and cook in the covered casserole 
dish for  approx.1¼ hours. 

4. Remove chicken pieces from the sauce and keep warm in a serving 
dish .

5. Boil up the sauce and reduce by half, at the same time heat the 
corn.

6. Add the cream to the sauce and stir, then add the mushrooms
7. Pour sauce over chicken and garnish with the corn and parsley.
8. Serve with rice ( see tip below )

Jane’s tip for cooking perfect rice every time
Place 200g ( 8oz ) brown rice – the cheapest but apparently the healthiest 
– in a large mixing bowl. Cover with a kettle full of boiling water. Cover 
bowl with cling film and place in a microwave on cook for 20mins. Leave 
in the bowl to cool. Rinse several times with cold water and drain in a col-
ander. When needed reheat in the microwave.
Guaranteed perfect rice every time. 



Village News

P a g e  2 8 J u n e  2 0 0 5

&RPSUHVVHG�&KURQLFOHV�E\�,QQRPLQDWH��IURP�WKH�DUFKLYHV�RI�$�5�*RPP

Wilstone village hall and recreation ground

Looks smart doesn't it – Wilstone Village Hall with its ad-
venture play area and rustic boundary posts – but 'twas not 
always thus, and its predecessor was actually an ex-US army 
hut from Marsworth Airfield.

Since 1894 the newly formed Parish Council had been badg-
ered by local football and cricket teams for space around the 
village.  Hopes were revived in 1919 when it was thought 
Lord Rothschild might sell a plot, but at £60 an acre this was 
well outside the council's means.  So let's fast forward to the 
late 1940s when "our" field came up for sale and literally 
everyone was galvanised into soliciting grants and loans, the 
Parish Council became trustees and a committee was 
formed.  Possession of the meadow meant that, instead of 
building castles in the air, the reality of having a village hall 
was overwhelmingly in villagers' thoughts and indeed in 
their actions.  A familiar word was on everybody's lips –
FUNDRAISING! – to repay the local authorities' loans, to 
spruce up the field, and to purchase the military mess hut.

All village societies used the hall on a regular basis but en-
joying a well deserved respite from raising cash didn't last 
long.  The severe winter of 1947 caused flooding at the rec-
reation ground since the surrounding ditches had been ne-
glected for years.  This time the parish and rural councils 
were not so forthcoming with financial help as there was still 
a small outstanding loan to be settled, and so another suc-
cessful battle for hard cash was fought and won.  Although 
the new area was appreciated by children as their play-
ground, and by villagers for sports matches, the cricketers 
then were either woefully in need of practice or exception-
ally proficient at hitting 6s as in 1951 accusations were made 
concerning cricket balls ricocheting on the adjacent bunga-
lows' roofs.  

Incensed at this onslaught, 6 complainants proposed the site 
should be used to build council houses, but wiser heads sug-
gested other land should be found for that development and 

the recreation ground's improvements should include a high 
chain link fence to protect property.   Another hard winter in 
1972 forced the committee to face some awful truths.  The 
hall had no loos, the operation of two ancient stoves was 
dicey and, oh yes, the whole building was about to collapse.  
A new hall was essential NOW!  The whole village rallied 
once more – "fundraising, fundraising, fundraising" was the 
formula, as well as working parties to keep the old hut up-
right in the interim.

Now, hang on to the image of that shack but take a couple of 
steps back chronologically speaking.  Remember Joseph 
Grout Williams of Pendley Manor who provided land for the 
village church in 1877?  Two years before that he presented 
Wilstone with a small hall and caretaker's cottage as a Work-
ing Men's Club sited between the PO Stores and the Buck-
ingham Arms.  In 1923 operational responsibility for this 
parish room was vested in the Vicar/Churchwardens of Long 
Marston but everyone in Wilstone assumed it was tied in 
with St Cross.  Not so, as in 1965 after some 9 years' disuse, 
its deeds came to light and showed it could be sold and the 
proceeds used to benefit the village.  The sale raised £6,000. 
Herts County Council stumped up a small grant in 1968, 
with £1,000 in 1970 from the parish council.  The remainder 
of the £17,000 cost of the new hall was met by the awesome 
efforts of the small community.  

Well past its use-by date, the old hut was demolished in 
March 1971 and only a month later building on the new hall 
began, to be opened on 30 July by the sitting MP.  Today it's 
double glazed, plastic clad, with a new heating system, a 
patio - even an illuminated tree on the roof at Christmas –
and in the tender care of an energetic committee, so the fu-
ture of Wilstone Village Hall sure looks bright and sunny.

For further information visit  www.stcross.nildram.co.uk

Tring Chamber Music 2005
Professional chamber music on your doorstep

WE were delighted by the positive response to the 2004 se-
ries, and are looking forward to presenting three interesting 
and entertaining programmes this summer. The programme 
will be introduced by the performers, and there will be inter-
val refreshments. Details of the two remaining concerts in 
the series are as follows: 

Saturday 18th June, 7.30pm, the Church of St Peter and 
St Paul , Tring

Three substantial works for string ensemble by Beethoven, 
Arensky and Brahms performed by Divertimenti Ensemble.

Saturday 16th July, 7.30pm, the Court Theatre@ Pendley
Bohemian music for piano, violin and cello by Haydn, Jana-
cek, Smetana and Dvorak performed by James Lisney, Paul 
Barritt and Josephine Horder.

Tickets: £12, concessions £10, under 18s £4, (3 concert
season ticket: £30, £24, £6) “TCM concerts”, from: 

1 Pendley Bridge Cottages, Tring HP23 5QU.
Information: 01442 822732 or email:  jehorder@aol.com
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MAN WITH A VAN!

NATIONWIDE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

SERVICE

Anything considered
E.g. Student move, small house move etc.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE 07770 237745
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Nepal report   by Diane and Mike Armson

Hello everybody.  This is a message for people who con-
tributed to our sponsorships as a result of our trip to Nepal 
last autumn, most of you were not able to come to our pres-
entations.  Due to a totally crocked back over the last week, 
Mike has taken the opportunity to take stock of what you all 
contributed and edit some more pictures. 

Through sponsorship of the actual trip plus contributions 
at our presentations, we raised a total of £1987 of which 
£1435 went to the children's home in Kathmandu and £552 
to the Cancer care & haematology unit, Stoke Mandeville. 

It is very difficult to get firm news out of Nepal due to the 
political situation, but we understand that everything is well 
in Kathmandu at present and we have no reason to think 
this will not continue.  We are in touch with Meena Sherpa 
who oversees the running of the home and the money is 
being spent on basic food, electricity bills and we have en-
sured that some goes towards new schoolbooks. which are 
much needed. 

We are very grateful for your help and we know that the 
money is being spent well. We have added some photos of 
our trip (see right).  That’s it folks, next trip, Spring or Au-
tumn next year, watch this space !!! 

Many thanks again  - Namaste.
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial

Approved contractor

For ALL your electrical requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127
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The PSA effect 
by Rev’d Frank Mercurio, Rector.

THE PSA effect: Refreshing, relaxing, informative, 
fun…these are just some of the words used to describe 
the PSA - Pleasant Sunday Afternoon.

St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham, is the right place to be 
on a Sunday afternoon to hear secular readings, enjoy 
musical interludes from various artists, sing some well 
known hymns and learn the background to the hymn 
and the composer. 
There will also be a short talk on “What it takes to 
make a honey bee be!”

All of this will be followed by light refreshments. Your 
friends at St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham, invite you to 
join us on June 5, from 3pm to 4pm. This will be a 
great way to have a social and sociable 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon.

Family Games at Puttenham
News from the Puttenham Trust

F A M I L Y   GAMES   time is with us again.  Your 
chance to become a Champion and win a medal for our 
8 ‘sports’.  

As always, we shall have an ongoing BBQ from 1 
p.m., the Tea Tent will be in full swing together with 
the Produce Stall and Tombola, and hopefully some 
guest stalls too.

The venue, as before, will be in the rear garden of The 
Old Rectory (by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Was, to whom we are most grateful).  Access is via the 
track in front of Cecilia Hall and car parking is avail-
able in the area by the hall/church.  We shall look for-
ward to seeing you there.

News from St. Mary’s Church
Come for a “PLEASANT SUNDAY AFTERNOON”   
at St.Mary’s, Puttenham on Sunday, 5th June from 3 
p.m. until 4 p.m. followed by light refreshment.  

This is a new venture, NOT a service, but a relaxed and 
informal afternoon of music, story and song,   We do 

hope you will come along - hopefully you will like -
and we will then be able to repeat the Pleasant Sunday 
Afternoon (PSA) again on the first Sunday in 
September.

------

Due to a ‘technical hitch’ with my computer, this re-
port failed to reach the Editor for last month’s maga-
zine, so please accept my apologies for this belated 
‘Thank-You’ report:

The JUMBLE SALE held on 2nd April, financially, 
proved to be one of the most successful sales we have 
ever had.  The amazing figure of £884.40 was raised, 
and our sincere thanks to everyone involved.  It is hard, 
but enjoyable work throughout the week prior, sorting 
all the bundles and boxes that arrive, and equally hard 
work on the day, but with such a good result, the effort 
is well worth it.  Thank you, to all the Sorters, Helpers, 
those who brought and those who sold.  

After the sale, we were very grateful to Mr. & Mrs. 
Josling, who opened their house to us by hosting a tea.  
Again, a sincere thank-you - it was very much appreci-
ated.

£400 of the money raised will be going to Sri Lanka to 
help rebuild the businesses of those who lost their live-
lihood in the Tsunami (mostly fisherman).  The money 
will be going out direct (via a monastery in Chiswick), 
and as those operating this scheme work voluntarily, 
none of the funds will be lost on administration etc.  
Every penny we send will go towards the purchase of 
boats etc. for those in need.
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Local Names and Numbers 
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Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers
PC Steve May                  07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668959

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Linda Collison 01442 891930
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01296 668828
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 3000 (swbd)

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.
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Village News: Long Marston,Wilstone, 
Puttenham, Astrope, Little Tring, 
Gubblecote.

Guest Editor:
Phil Buchi  01442 890599
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172
Secretary:
Carole Harrison
01296 668526

Please contact Colette to advertise and the editor
with articles, news and information.

Next copy date is Thursday 23 June
for July edition. (We do not publish in August.)
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Village News is supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

Village View 
provided by John Painter

JOHN took this picture recently at Little  
Tring using a digital camera.  The evening 
sky was a deep pink, and this casts an old-
fashioned glow onto the front of the 
houses, making the scene look older than 
it is.  The absence of the usual clutter of 
modern life - passing cars, wheely bins, 
telephone poles - also makes the scene 
timeless. Indeed it must have looked much 
the same 100 years ago.  It would have 
sounded much nicer then though, without 
the constant din of passing traffic which is 
evident to residents today.

Wilstone Fete escapes the deluge in sun drenched dog 
show as Cup Finalists fail to score until fete finishes 

We’re 
waiting 
for Elvis...

And here he is!

The Alvin Printwhistle 
Elvis Experience opens 
the Wilstone Village Fete 
and Fun Dog Show 
promptly at 2pm on Sat-
urday 21 May.  

Only five minutes earlier 
the morning deluge 
ceased abruptly, and the 
sun came out for the rest 
of the afternoon!

TO the astonishment of the organisers, the sun shone on the 
Wilstone Fete and Dog Show after a morning of appalling 
thunder and rain.   At 1.50pm it was still raining - hard.  At 
1.55pm the commentator announced that Elvis was in the 
building.  The rain ceased abruptly.  The sun came out.  
People streamed onto a  recreation field which only 10 min-
utes before had been populated only by the damp fete work-
ers. The  build-up began on the sound system, and  Elvis 
appeared  - right on time, 2pm.  

From then on everyone had a good time, and the damp fete 
workers quickly dried out in the warm sunshine.  Elvis 
opened the fete, joked with the audience and performed a 
steamy 25 minutes of old favourites.  We loved it.

Dogs appeared in large numbers and the late-entry desk at 
the show was kept busy as the Hemel Hempstead band took 
over the musical entertainment from the safety of the vil-
lage hall stage. (The committee did not want to take a 
chance on all those blue uniforms shrinking.)

Pictures on page 8 tell the story.  There was much talk dur-
ing the afternoon about the abrupt change in the weather, 
and many commented on the presence of  Wilstone vicar 
Rev’d Malcolm Macdonald who was there all afternoon.
At 5pm there was still no score in the FA Cup Final, but the 
commentator called time and the bar closed anyway. The 
rain resumed.  Remarkable.


