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Showgirls join Space Cadets and 
beam down for 'alien' village fete 

WILSTONE SHOWGIRLS Lou, Caroline, Jill, Sam, Sheena and Fran practice beaming 

down for their appearance at the Wilstone village fete and dog show on 9th June. Hmm - 

not all the Showgirls have re-materialised in this picture, so some adjustment needed to 

the space-time continuum perhaps?                                                          (Picture: Village News.) 

Horti announces show theme for 2013 
FOLLOWING our latest meeting, the theme 

for this year’s show has been decided as a 

celebration of 100 years of the great spring 

show, more commonly known as the RHS 

Chelsea Flower Show. Although originally 

created in 1862, the show lost its central Lon-

don home in 1912, but the horticulturalist Sir 

Harry Veitch, who designed the gardens at 

Ascott House, Wing, organised it to be 

moved to the grounds of the Royal Hospital 

in Chelsea. Throughout its time, the central 

core of the show has been the floral exhibi-

tions in the Great Pavilion but is best known 

for its myriads of show gardens and is now 

the central floral show of the Royal Horticul-

tural Society. As usual, there are a variety of 

classes that people can enter at our annual 

Flower and Produce Show in August. We 

will be producing a show programme soon 

that is delivered free to every home in the 

area and contains all the details that you need 

to enter all the different classes, so why not 

come along and have a go. After judging, the 

Village Hall becomes an exhibition of pro-

duce for all to come and see. TD. 
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Wilstone Fete & Dog Show 
Sunday June 9th  

With star guests specially flown in! 
Procession starts at 12.30 - come in fancy dress 

Fun dog show  
Entry form in  Fete programme 

PLANET 
WILSTONE  
ROCK 

 

To be 
opened by 

Queen 
Jane 

With the Wilstone Showgirls  

Star Wars 
Cantina for 
teas & home 
made cakes 

The Wheels of the Planet 

Casino will spin around!  

SPACE HOPPER 

LASER 

CRAZY 
GOLF 

GREAT  
PRIZES  
IN OUR  
TOM-
BOLA 

PRE-LOVED & 

VINTAGE 

RETRO STALL 
Vegetarian  

food stall 

Kids’ art 
competition 

Galaxy Bar for 
Wines, Beers & 

Pimms 

Procession starts at 
12.30 

Little humans in 
alien outfits can 

win a prize. 

          All your  
    favourite  

stalls 
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Village News 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Editor this month: Phil Buchi 
 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Harriet Rogers,  

Mark Woodbridge. 
 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

 

Parish Council Clerk vacancy 

SOME contributions to village life are less visible than 

others. Perhaps such is the work done behind the scenes on 

our behalf  by the Clerk to the Parish Council. Mrs Dawn 

Slade has done the job for the last 13 years, and during that 

time there can hardly be an official or elected 

representative in the county that she has not phoned, 

emailed, chased, cajoled and persuaded to take some 

action or other to improve our lives in some small way. 

She deserves our thanks for her pleasant persistence.  Now 

that she has decided to stand down, an opportunity is 

created for someone else to continue that contribution. See 

page 11. 

 

Summer season of fetes and shows 
Surely some mistake? It may not look like summer but 

organisers across the villages are hoping for serious 

climatic improvements. This issue is packed full of 

information to help you enjoy the Wilstone village party, 

Wilstone fete, Long Marston midsummer picnic and 

Marsworth steam rally - all coming up in June.  Support 

them all and have a great June!                 Phil Buchi. 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

is Thursday 20th June 2013.  

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

Church services 
at 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
 

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 

  

2 June 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer 

 

3 June (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

9 June 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

16 June 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

 

17 June (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

23 June 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and 

Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 

 

30 June 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

All Saints, Long Marston. 
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 What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 

Wednesday 5 June Wilstone VH. (Meeting dates change 

to the first Wednesday of the month from this date.)  

Saturday 1 June  

'Tambourine Jerk' live @ Wilstone village hall. 7.30pm. 

Wednesday 5 June 

County cricket at Long Marston CC. 12 noon start. 

MCCA Unicorns 'A' v Essex 11 (ECB Trophy competition) 

Friday 7 June 
Cecilia Tea Rooms. 3pm, Cecilia Hall. TBC. 

Saturday 8 June 

Wilstone pre-fete village party. Village hall from 6pm. 

Sunday 9 June 

Wilstone village fete: Planet Wilstone (the final frontier). 

Saturday 15 June 
Long Marston Midsummer Picnic. Recreation ground  

behind Victory Hall, from 1pm. 

Sunday 16 June  

Pet Service at St. Cross, Wilstone. 10am.  

Sunday 16 June  
Marsworth steam and classic vehicle rally 11am-5pm. 

Tuesday 18 June 

Village News AGM. 8pm, Half Moon. 

Tuesday 25 June 

Herts v Surrey (Spitfire 60+ County Championship Central 

division) 1pm start. 

Tuesday 25 June 

Social afternoon at All Saints, 2pm. 

Tuesday 23 July 

Social afternoon at All Saints, 2pm. 

Saturday 3rd August 

Long Marston Village Show. 

Sunday 11 August 

St. Mary’s Festival. 2.30pm, St. Mary’s/Cecilia Hall. 

Sunday 18, Monday19, Tuesday 20 August 

Herts v Bucks (Minor Counties Championship) 11am start 

on all days. 

Tuesday 27 August 
Social afternoon at All Saints, 2pm. 

Saturday 31 August 

Jumble Sale. 2pm Cecilia Hall. 

Friday 6 September 

Cecilia Tea Rooms. 3pm, Cecilia Hall. TBC. 

Saturday 5 October 

October Supper. 7.30pm, Cecilia Hall. 

Tuesday 17 December 

Carols round the tree on LM village green 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 
PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER! 

 

 
This year’s Long Marston Village Show 

will involve a huge tug-of-war battle 
between the Pub side of the  
village and the School side. 

 
Why not get a grip and have a go or tie 
your colours to your side of the village 

and support your team. 
 

All age groups and sexes welcome.  
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Times for mobile library Route 72 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: 13th and 27th June 2013. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.00 to 11.20 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.25 to 11.55 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  12.50 to 13.15 

Puttenham (Church Lane)  13.20 to 13.45 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/ 

Village News: Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

All readers, contributors and distributors are invited to attend the 
 

Village News AGM and Review 
at 8pm on Tuesday 18th June 2013 

at the Half Moon, Wilstone 
to approve the accounts for 2012 and to elect the officers.  

The business of the AGM does not take long, and will be followed 
by an informal discussion on ideas for taking forward your village 

magazine in the months ahead. All welcome. 
Enquiries: Phil Buchi, Chairman, 01296 661339. 

SERVICE OF ANIMAL BLESSING 

(PET SERVICE) 

AT ST. CROSS  

WILSTONE 

 

SUNDAY 16th JUNE, 10.00AM 
 

STARTING AT THE VILLAGE HALL, THEN IN THE 

CHURCH GROUNDS. ALL ANIMALS (AND THEIR 

OWNERS) ARE WELCOME. REFRESHMENTS FOR 

ALL FOLLOWING THE SERVICE. 

Local Artist PHIL MADLEY 
is opening up his studio in Wilstone for  

Bucks Open Studios 8 - 23 June 
 

Phil Madley - "Paints in wax" 
 

Fascinating visual treats await. All paintings produced 
in encaustic wax using a hot iron, stylus and hot air 
gun. Taster sessions, commissions, workshops, tui-
tion, demonstrations and humour all available. Free 
entry. 
 

50 Tring Road, Wilstone, Herts. HP23 4PD. On the 
right near the Half Moon pub. Everybody welcome. 
 

OPEN Weekdays 10am - 7pm  (Closed Mondays) 
Saturdays          11am - 6pm 
Sundays            11am - 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANT DONATIONS 
 

The Village Show is well known locally for its 
annual plant stall that raises funds for  

good causes in the area.  
 

WE NEED YOUR PLANTS 
 

All contributions of surplus plants,  
seedlings, etc can be donated  

via our chairman, Martin Winship on 
01296 662388 / martinwinship@live.co.uk  
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County Council election 

results, 2nd May 
 

DESPITE the loss of nine seats, the Conservatives comforta-

bly kept control of Hertfordshire County Council at the elec-

tions held on 2nd May. All the 77 seats were up for re-

election. Labour gained 12 seats increasing their represen-

taion considerably from 3 to 15 County Councillors. The sin-

gle seat previously held by the Green Party was lost to La-

bour, as was the South Oxhey seat - won in 2009 by the BNP. 

The make-up of the new County Council is: Conservatives - 

46, Liberal Democrat - 16, Labour - 15.  

 

In the Tring division, which includes these villages, Cllr. 

Nick Hollinghurst retained the seat for the Liberal Democrats 

with a majority of 1,123.   Turnout was a pretty miserable 

36%, but even that was better than the 30% turnout in the 

County as a whole. The full result was as follows. 

 

Fiona Guest (Conservative) - 1070 

Nick Hollinghurst (Liberal Democrat) - 2193 

Colin Barry Phillips (Labour) - 348 

Michael Frederick Siveyer (UKIP) - 816 

(Electorate is: 12,328). 

 
Sources: Hertfordshire County Council and the BBC. 

War of the Words 
 

FURTHER to last month’s arti-

cle when it was alleged that the  

photo of the spaceship landing 

in Wilstone was a hoax, readers 

may be interested to see this 

photograph (below) of the edi-

tor’s own wife, Magaret Buchi, 

posing beside what is clearly a 

space pod that has seen better 

days. There is more to all this 

than meets the eye!   

Peter Walker. 

Previous photo of crashed ship. 

 

 

 

Below:  

Another strange sighting. 
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Letter... 

Wonderful for their age                        by Martin Winship 

THE inaugural outing of the newly formed SKBs took place 

on Thursday 2nd May - an auspiciously fine and sunny day. 

The noble group gathered at 12 noon - Captain John in his red 

Mazda MX5, Flag Officer Martin in his red MGF, and Enter-

tainments Officer Ian (with his Minder, Serena) in his yellow 

MX5. Then, with the roofs down, and the wind playing in their 

(thinning) hair, they left Long Marston in a cloud of sympa-

thetic head shaking and the muttering of such epigrams as 

“What is it with Old Men and Sports Cars?” Heading south, 

they sped along the leafy Chiltern lanes, through The Lee and 

South Heath and so on to Little Missenden and The Crown 

Inn, where lunch and a spot of Fluid Dynamics was enjoyed. 

The beer was excellent and the sandwiches were wonderful; 

Black Pudding with Bacon, Brie and Chilli Jam - but in Brown 

Bread so it counted as Health Food. 

The return run, via Chesham and Chartridge, took the gallant 

crew to Aston Hill, where homage was paid to the site of the 

origin of the Aston Martin car, before a respectful attendant 

told them to “Clear Orf, this is a private car park.” And so 

back to Long Marston. 

 

If you are interested in taking part in the next SKBs outing, 

and you have the necessary qualifications, email me at  

martinwinship@live.co.uk  

 

The qualifications you need are: 

(1) Possession of a suitable open-topped two seater, 

(2) A good supply of Beer Tokens, 

(3) A boyish (or girlish) Joie de Vivre.            Tally Ho! 

Queen's claims    from 'procian31', by email         
 

READING the article on The Queens Head by Cyril Morley 

(Village News, May, p16) I thought your readers would be 

interested to know that Elizabeth of York actually had no 

claim to the throne of England as she, along with both her 

brothers (The Princes in The Tower), had been declared ille-

gitimate by their uncle Richard Duke of Gloucester, later to 

be King Richard III. Henry VII was claiming the throne of 

England as the heir of the Beaufort line which was actually 

debarred from the royal succession by an act of Parliament, 

so his claim to the throne of England was tenuous to say the 

least. 

Alien takes root 

Can you spot the latest alien sighting in this picture? 
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LAUNCHING OUR 2013 FETE  
with a village party! 

 

Saturday June 8th, from 6pm until 10pm 
Don’t miss our TV celebrity star villain.  

 
Please come and enjoy the company of friends and neighbours 

at the fete launch party and fish and chip supper.   
  
Music from our own space cadet, a subsidised bar, and a 
fish and chip supper cooked fresh by (Time) Lord Chips, 

followed by some delicious desserts, all for £5 a head.  
Children’s portions will be available. 

 
Tickets on sale now at the village shop. 
£5 for adults and £3.50 for children  

(who will be served a children’s portion supper).  

 

 

 

DO NOT DELAY, 

EARTHLINGS  -  

BUY YOUR  

TICKETS NOW! 

News from All Saints 
 

Aldbury May Fair A brilliant sunny day brought out the 

crowds and ensured that we had a very successful stall. I 

would like to thank everyone who helped on the day, in par-

ticular Jane who took over all the organising. 

Church Cleaning The Brownies have visited again! Thanks 

to you all for spending your evening cleaning and polishing 

again – we really appreciate your visits. I must also thank 

those members of our congregation who have volunteered to 

help with the cleaning but we would still like to have more 

names on the rota!         Carole Harrison 01296 668526. 

 

 

Thanks from LMFC 
 

Long Marston Football Club would like to say "Thank you" 

for the donation they received from the charity football match.  

 

Thank you to all involved for organising the event. 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

 
 

Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

Clerk to stand down 
 

THE CLERK to the Council, Mrs Dawn Slade, stunned Coun-

cillors by announcing at the May meeting that she intended to 

stand down, and formally tendered her resignation. She has 

agreed to stay on until a replacement can be found, and will 

assist with the training of a new Clerk. Mrs. Slade, who is also 

Clerk to Marsworth Parish Council, has carried out the duties 

for the last 13 years. She said: "I didn't know whether to resign 

or retire. I just think that it's time." She thanked Councillors 

for the support that she had received from them during her 13 

years in the job. The Chairman, Cllr. Mike Tomlinson, said 

that she had done a great job and that her considerable experi-

ence would be missed. Other Councillors joined in offering 

their thanks for the big contribution that she had made to the 

parish. The post, which is a part-time paid appointment, will 

now be advertised.  

 

Your correspondent has been able to witness first-hand some 

of Mrs. Slade's work over the last decade, and has been much 

impressed with her professional skills and ability to get things 

done by sticking at it, while still being nice to everyone. She 

deserves our thanks too. 

 

 Councillor's commitments 
 

Cllr. Nick Hollinghurst, just re-elected as Tring representative 

on the County Council, sent a list of his local priorities to the 

Parish Council. His statement said he would continue to pur-

sue the following with Herts County Council. 
 

(a) Introduce a 30 mph limit at Gubblecote from the road junc-

tion to the end of the Long Marston Road houses. 

(b) Review the signed lorry routes in the area. 

(c) Review the strengths of the 5 bridges. (Most, apart from 

possibly 1 in Bucks, have been quite legally taking the UK 

maximum of 40 tonnes since 2006 because the current signs 

are defective.) 

(d) Require the Canal and River Trust to be more timely in the 

repair of bridge parapets. 

(e) Control traffic over (at least) the Wingrave Road canal 

bridge with lights. 

(f) Protect the villages of Long Marston and Wilstone from 

through HGV traffic. 

(g) Invest in a footway between Gubblecote and Long Marston 

to improve pedestrian safety, particularly with reference to the 

County's "Safer Routes to School" project. 

(h) Complete the culverting of the ditch along Wingrave Road 

with a pipe as originally planned. 
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Painting  Plumbing  
Tiling      Plastering 

Locksmith Services 
Small jobs welcome 

Call now for a fast friendly service. 
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439  Office: 01442 380287 

bhpropertyservices.co.uk  

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825 674 

One vacancy. 
 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 
 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 
 

Parish Council Website: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 
 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

(i) Replace the pipework leading from Rosebarn Lane to the 

ditch on the far side of Wilstone village centre with a wider 

bore pipe. 

(j) Resolve the legal difficulties and conflicts surrounding the 

footpaths at Lower Icknield Way. 

(k) Ensure all ditches, drains and gulleys are cleared, un-

blocked and free-running throughout Tring Rural, (Sandbrook 

Lane comes to mind). 
 

More other business 
 

A model agreement had been obtained which could form the 

basis of a contract with the Long Marston FC for use of the 

recreation ground, and discussions were being held with club 

officers. Having such an agreement would help the club to 

apply for improvement grants.  
 

It was agreed to budget to replace the swing frame at Wil-

stone in 2014, when it would reach the end of its service life.  
 

The Council has been preparing a series of local walks leaf-

lets to encourage us to use the improved footpath network, 

and the first of these was ready for publication.  
 

Grass verges were now being cut for the first time this season, 

this time with a new contractor employed directly by the Par-

ish Council under devolved powers. 
 

Meetings switch to the first Wednesday of the month starting 

on 5th June (8pm).  

Public Service Announcement 

Tring Rural Parish Council 
has a vacancy for the post of 

Clerk to the Council. 
 

This is an interesting part-time paid appointment, and  
is an opportunity for someone to make a significant 
contribution to our community.  
 
The Clerk supports the Parish Council by organising 
its meetings, preparing papers and minutes, attending 
meetings, preparing budgets, managing finances and 
advising Councillors on procedural matters. The job 
also involves liaison with local government officers 
and elected representatives to follow up actions 
agreed by the Parish Council, and gives an insight into 
the workings of government. The Clerk works from 
home, and some computer skills and financial nu-
meracy are required. Full training is given, and the 
successful candidate would need to attend training 
courses and refresher seminars. 
 

If you think you can make a contribution in this way, 
please email Mrs Dawn Slade 
clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk  

for more information and a full job description. 
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 

working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order  or discuss your menu 
 

tel: 01296 630279/720459 

seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating” 

SCIENCE TUTOR 
I am a fully qualified Science teacher with a vast 
experience in teaching and tutoring. 
 
I will have places from May onwards for tuition in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE and Biol-
ogy A level. Plenty of resources including past pa-
per practise is given in each session. Lessons can 
be individual or in groups so to suit all needs. 
 

Dr Karina Patel, Long Marston. 
Mob number 07922247658 

Crock-a-Doodle Don’t 
by Andy Ashwell 
 

IT is with mixed feelings that I start this month’s report by 

bringing you the sad news that my champion chicken, Molly, 

has passed away. She was a good chicken. Not too friendly 

and inquisitive like Mandy and not too feisty and aloof like 

Milly – and she was the best layer out of the three of them…or 

so we thought. 

 

When I first found Molly lying motionless, my first thought 

was: “Flipping heck, our best layer; now we’re going to have 

to buy eggs…again”. My second thought, which should proba-

bly have been my first, was to establish whether a fox had 

done it and if so, were the other two ok? I tentatively looked 

into the coop and was greeted 

by a reassuring cluck from 

Mandy and, after a prod on the 

bum with a stick, a rather less 

friendly response from Milly. I 

then examined Molly and the 

surrounding area carefully to 

try to establish what had hap-

pened. Her body was com-

pletely unmarked and there 

was no sign of a scuffle or 

fowl play. I went back to the 

coop and interrogated the two 

supposed witnesses; both 

claimed to have seen and 

heard nothing. 
 

I can only assume that the pressure of being perceived as the 

only egg-layer amongst the three of them had eventually got to 

Molly. That, and the added stress of having to constantly cover 

for the inadequacies of the other two, had eventually got too 

much and she had just given up and keeled over. I thought 

about roasting her for supper but with reports of a new strain 

of chicken flu in the news I decided to play it safe. So I dis-

patched her off to the local animal cemetery in a green-bin-

shaped hearse instead.  
 

Anna suggested that we should bury her in the far corner of 

the garden and give her a proper funeral. “Florence would like 

that,” she said. I vetoed the idea on the grounds that a) I was-

n’t going to exhume a maggot-infested corpse from the bottom 

of the bin, b) burying a chicken was a sure-fire way of attract-

ing a fox into the garden and c) Florence showed no interest at 

all in having a chicken-funeral and was just glad that it wasn’t 

Mandy, her chicken, that had died.  
 

It had been bad enough with only one functional chicken but 

now with her gone, we were basically pouring tons of expen-

sive grain into the bottomless gullets of two gluttonous 

wastes-of-space with absolutely nothing in return. 
 

The following morning, as it was my turn for a lie-in, Anna 

got up to let the chickens out. A few minutes later I was 

woken by the sound of a loud and jubilant wife stomping up-

stairs chanting something about clever old Milly and rubbishy 

old Molly. She went into Florence’s bedroom still chanting 

and stomping. I heard Florence laugh sleepily and then the two 

of them came dancing and 

singing into the bedroom with 

Florence clutching an egg in 

her upheld hand. 
 

“Look, Daddy,” crowed Anna, 

pointing to the egg.  

“Yes, look Daddy,” chorused 

Florence. “Your chicken is 

rubbish – Milly is the best.” 

Then they both danced around 

the room singing the Daddy’s-

chicken-is-rubbish song for 

what seemed an eternity. Anna 

then forced me (don’t ask how, 

but it involved some squeezing 

of delicate objects) to admit 

that I had been wrong about Molly and that, yes, Milly was 

indeed the best.  
 

Looking positively at the situation, we now get the same num-

ber of eggs as before (i.e. hardly any) but for only two-thirds 

of the cost. Mandy still needs to get her act together because 

one soft-shelled egg a week (which she usually eats before we 

can get to it) is just not good enough. I’ve tried waving the 

cooking pot at her but being a chicken and not blessed with 

intelligence, she hasn’t taken the hint…yet. Perhaps if I tell 

her that Molly’s death was no accident, she might start to see 

sense, but only time will tell.        (Illustration by Andy Ashwell.) 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Call Genie on 07931 307912 

gardengenie1@gmail.com 

News from the  
LM & P WI 
 
by Sue Barraclough 

 
This month’s meeting was the Resolutions Meeting at which 

our members debated whether or not to back a resolution to 

tackle the decline in our high streets. After some discussion it 

was decided to give a discretionary vote to our representative 

at the WI AGM, which is to be held later this month in Car-

diff, the feeling was that, after hearing the debates put forward 

there, they will be in a more informed position to vote. Then it 

was time for the competition for the Delia Burton trophy 

which is awarded to the winner of a literary competition each 

year. This year’s competition was for a humorous poem and 

was won by Sue Barraclough with a poem entitled ‘The Reluc-

tant Traveller’. Following this we enjoyed a social evening 

and were able to taste a selection of delicious British cheeses 

from local suppliers La Crèmerie Limited, accompanied by 

a glass of wine. 

 

Earlier in the month several members had attended the annual 

council meeting at the Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury where 

the guest speaker, Michael Portillo, had hot footed it direct 

from Margaret Thatcher’s funeral. He proved to be a very 

amusing and interesting speaker and managed to keep his au-

dience enthralled for an hour and then wanting more. Our own 

President, Lynn Foster, was tasked with hosting him for the 

afternoon, a duty she embraced with enthusiasm. 

 

Our next meeting, which will take place on 11th June, is our 

Gardens Visit and this year we shall be visiting two NGS gar-

dens in Cheddington which hopefully will not only prove to be 

pleasurable but also inspiring, so fingers crossed for good  

weather. 

 

Our Walking Group’s latest activity was a sponsored walk 

with all proceeds going to the WI supported charity the 

ACWW. 

 

The lunch club will be getting together at the Farmer’s Boy at 

Kensworth later this month and our Book Group have yet to 

meet and discuss ‘The Shadow of the Wind’ which was our 

last book choice. Meanwhile our Theatre group are planning 

several more visits to shows in the near future. 

 

Later this month several members are off to visit the Embroi-

dery Exhibition at the Aylesbury Museum and a further early 

morning outing to Covent Garden Flower Market is also 

planned. 

 

We continue to welcome new members to the group and if you 

think you might be interested why not consider coming along 

to sample one of our meetings, there will be no pressure and 

you will find us a very friendly group.  

 

If you would like more information about any of our activities 

please ring Lynn 01296 662466 or Sue 01296 668272. 

 

Rewind  
in Wilstone Community Shop 

 

Rewind is a way you can watch DVDs for £1.  

It is also a way that you can share your DVD  
collection with others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pop into Wilstone Community Shop and borrow a 
DVD for a small contribution of £1 (and a £10 deposit).  
 
We hope  to change the DVDS every month but we 
need your help…. If you’ve got a stack of DVDs col-
lecting dust in a cupboard – why not share them? 
 
There’s no risk to you – your collection will be safe in 

the shop and available to others to borrow for a month 

or so – then they can go back in your cupboard.  
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FOR more than two decades artists and 

makers in Buckinghamshire have taken 

time out from their usual tasks to make 

themselves, their methods and their 

work, available to the visiting public. 

 

Bucks Open Studios is a celebration of 

the fantastic diversity and quality of 

artistic talent in Buckinghamshire. This 

willingness to give something back to 

the community by opening their doors 

benefits both the artist and you: it is a 

unique opportunity to immerse yourself 

in a vast range of techniques, ap-

proaches and skills with the very best of 

guides: the artists and makers them-

selves. 

 

The exhibitors in Bucks Open Studios 

approach their participation in different 

ways: some get together to have a show in a church hall, some 

have the facilities to be able to open their working environ-

ment and some have a show in their home. The important ele-

ment is the reciprocal benefit that you, as a visitor, give to the 

artist and that the artist, gives to you as a visitor. 

Visit as many venues as you like, it's unlikely that you will 

even scratch the surface, but you'll get a very pleasant surprise 

at the marvelous range of methods and the sheer talent of 

Buckinghamshire's Artists and makers. Brochures available 

from libraries, art centres and participants. 

Artists on view at Bucks Open Studios  8th-23rd June 2013 

'Blue Green City' (in encaustic wax) by Wilstone artist Phil Madley.        © 2013 
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No 76 Difficult  

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

Start with the 2’s and then on to the right hand column. The 
middle ground holds the key !                                                                
                Solution on page 25. 

The best horticultural show 
(probably)                       by Magraret Kaye 

 
 

COULD this be Chelsea, Hampton Court or Gardeners' 

World? We like to think it could be Long Marston and Put-

tenham Horticultural Show.  

 

This year we will be taking our inspiration from the centenary 

of the Chelsea Flower Show. 

 

Our show takes place on Saturday 3 August at 2pm in Long 

Marston Village Hall. Sometime in July a schedule will pop 

through your door with all the wonderful things you can enter 

in our show. We have categories for fruit and veg, cut flow-

ers, all kinds of baking, photography, art, floral art and crafts. 

There are also categories for children as well as adults. 

 

If you would like any information about the show or showing 

your exhibits please contact the Show Secretary: 

 

 Margaret Kaye  

on 01296 662975.  

 

Or email her at yorkshiremargaret@gmail.com 
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At least we are geting some better weather (Are you sure? Ed.) 

Allotment News by Patricia Clare 

Hi again everybody. 

 

WELL, what can we talk about this month? 

At last we are getting some better weather, thus it has been 

really busy down on the allotments this past month. The sun is 

lovely, so as we work and get hot we discard our jumpers and 

coats ,  but once the Sun goes behind those clouds,  WOW!  it 

makes us put our winter woollies back on as we bend over our 

patches digging and weeding and even planting.  Unfortu-

nately this makes us realise that it is still ‘very cold’ for the 

time of the year, which is annoying as it is ‘not’ a good time to 

plant out those more delicate plants. Also the frost at night  is 

certainly holding things up.  My runners are certainly ready to 

go out as they are pushing their roots through the bottom of 

their pots, but I dare not put them out until the warmer nights 

come. 

 

The tree surgeons came to lop the Black Poplars on the foot 

path. They were there for a couple of days. ‘IF’ you look very 

closely you can ‘just’ see where they have trimmed off a few 

twigs. I am told that this is again being looked into to find out 

why they didn’t lop more off. 

 

As most of you know, Jane has had her hip operation. Unfor-

tunately I have been told that she has had a set back, so it will 

be a long time before we see her back working her plot again. 

We all wish her a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing 

her just sitting in the sun on her allotment socialising,  even if 

she can’t dig. Mind you, by the time this is printed I am sure 

that we will have seen her either in her buggy or on crutches,  

checking to see how things are progressing. 

 

Long Marston School are setting up a weekly after school 

Allotment Club for the children interested in gardening. They 

asked me if I would put some posters on the allotment gates. 

This I have done as you can see. They are desperate for any 

flower pots, seed trays, good soil, compost, peat etc. etc.  and 

possibly even some seeds should you have any left that need 

using up this year. They are trying to teach and encourage the 

children to grow their own vegetables, thus hoping that they 

will appreciate the better healthier foods available. If you can 

help would you either be kind enough to take the things avail-

able to the school,  or phone the school on 01296 668386 to 

make other arrangements.  PLUS,  (and this hasn’t been men-

tioned to me, so I’m being extremely cheeky), I wondered if 

there are any tools, watering cans etc. etc. lying about your 

sheds needing a home. I am sure that anything to save school 

funds will be much appreciated.  

Well that’s all for now. 

 

WELL!! Since I  wrote the above, things haven’t been very 

good for Stan and I, so I haven’t been up the allotments much. 

The Bank Holiday was lovely but I think a lot of you must 

have been either away or had something more interesting to do 

than weeding those rotten dandelions that have sprung up eve-

rywhere in abundance this year, as there were only a few of us 

on our plots. 

 

At last I have potatoes showing through which I hope won’t 

suffer from the frosts we are still having. My peas have shot 

up and are ready for supports. Tomatoes have been planted 

now that most of my plants have been transferred from the 

greenhouse. 

 

On the 13th of May we had our AGM as arranged.  

Unfortunately there was just John, Anna, Stan and myself 

there, which made it difficult to make decisions. The main 

topic was the paths between the plots. It was agreed at the last 

meeting that each plot holder should keep their paths cleared. 

Stan would keep the main paths cleared once a fortnight and 

Mr Short said he would keep the top path near the garages 

strimmed and cut. This was to try to help save funds  for more 

important purchases. Mr. Short has cut the areas that he said 

he would do, BUT the paths between the plots seem to be 

more of a problem, and the dandelions  are fast catching up 

with the thistles of last year, so it was suggested that should 

anyone be unable to keep their paths cleared for any reason, 

such as,  not having the time or right equipment or whatever, 

etc. etc.  that they should approach Stan and perhaps ask him 

to help you at a reasonable fee. Please if you need help don’t 

be afraid to ask him, he has both mower and strimmers.  Anna 

is going to send an email to everyone mentioning this.  

 

Unfortunately I have since heard that Jane won’t be chatting to 

us for at least another couple of months as she is bed bound. 

Again GET WELL SOON JANE we all miss you. 

Stan informs me that the thistles are on their way back on our 

plot, so,  I guess everybody may suffer the same yet again 

‘this’ year. Trying to eradicate the thistles and the influx of 

this years dandelions  will make it yet,  another marathon year.  

 

There is still another plot available. This can used as a whole 

plot or be split into 2, 3 or 4 plots should anyone wish for a 

smaller plot, but you should you be willing to share the cost of 

the plot. This arrangement should be discussed and arranged 

with Anna Evans so that she can put it to the committee. 

 

When the allotments were being planned we were told not to 

park by the garages. It has been bought to my attention that 

some of us have been parking there and that the tenants of the 

garages are having difficulty getting in and out of their garages 

without a lot of shunting, thus adding unnecessary wear and 

tear to their vehicles and tyres. Please if you wish to drop 

goods off in this area, could you,  once you have off loaded,  

move your vehicle away and park on the roadside where it 

won’t upset the local residents. Thank you.   

 

See you next month.                       Patricia Clare.    
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Hospice says Thank You for its final beds 
by Prunella Murray 

ON 25th April The Hospice of St Francis in Berkham-

sted opened its final two beds and they were immedi-

ately filled by two patients in need of care and treat-

ment. 

When the Hospice moved to its new site at the end 

of Shootersway in early 2007, the plan was always to 

open 14 beds when enough funding was in place and 

this has now been possible thanks to some generous 

legacies from supporters. 

The beds will enable the Hospice to care for an extra 

sixty patients a year from across its catchment area, 

beyond the 300 patients already cared for inpatient 

unit, which has just received a spectacular inspection 

report from the Care Quality Commission. This figure 

will be added to the 600 patients who are cared for at 

home, in care homes and hospital by St Francis clini-

cal staff in West Herts and Bucks. 

Dr Ros Taylor, Hospice Director, comments: “When 

I first visited the green field site that the Hospice now 

stands on, a double rainbow appeared. So, it is very fitting that 

the sun has come out today as we open our final two beds! 

We’ve come a long way in the 10 years since we were granted 

planning permission and I am so thankful to the thousands of 

supporters who have allowed the original vision for a 14 bed 

Hospice to come to fruition. 

“The legacy money will go towards staffing the beds with 

doctors, nurses, physiotherapists and support staff but, to en-

sure we retain the quality of our care and the capacity to treat 

360 patients a year in our beds, we will need to continue to 

raise 80% of the £4.6 million we need each year to ensure we 

are self-sufficient when the legacy money runs out." 

Jenny Burrell, Senior Sister at the Hospice, added: “Our 55 

strong nursing team has been looking forward to this moment 

for the last six years. We pride ourselves on offering total care 

when time is precious and are delighted the new beds will en-

able us to look after many more people in the future.” 

People with life-limiting illness in need of short-term care in 

our inpatient unit can be referred to the Hospice of St Francis 

through their GP, hospital team or by contacting the inpatient 

Unit directly. Further details and our Care Quality Commis-

sion report can be found at www.stfrancis.org.uk. 

Hospice staff with the final two beds.      (Picture: Hospice of St Francis.) 

Spotters' 
Corner No. 742 

 
Amtrak's train 196, the fa-

mous "City of New Orleans", 

arrives in that city at 6pm 

after its overnight journey 

from Chicago.  

 

This Superliner sleeping car 

service is hauled by General 

Electric Class P42DC, 

4250HP diesel-electric loco  

No. 53052, complete with 

snow plough. 

 

If it looks tall, that's because 

these are double-decker 

trains to take advantage of 

the railway's generous height 

gauge. 

 
(Picture: P. Buchi.) 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884-058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 
Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry  

experience. 
Home consultation and competitive rates. 

 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  
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 Poetry... 
This poem won the WI's 'Delia Burton Trophy' for a humorous poem. 

The Reluctant Traveller  
by Sue Barraclough  
 

I switched on the internet and I booked the place,  

But I could tell he wasn’t happy by the look upon his face. 

I said, “Isn’t it exciting, we’re going to go abroad”,  

He just sunk into his chair and he said the F word! 

I said, “There’s no call for language like that around here”.  

He said “What’s wrong with Blackpool, we go there every year”. 

 “Well I crave a bit of culture and I’m fed up with the norm  

And there’s no point in arguing cos I’ve booked Benidorm”. 

I’ve been thinking that it’s really time that we joined the jet set, 

So we’re flying out from Luton and we’re flying Easy Jet. 

 

Well we were stuck at Luton airport for the best part of two days 

And we were told that dreadful weather had caused severe delays. 

The airport was in chaos, they said there’d been an awful storm  

And when we asked them where it was they told us – Benidorm. 

 When finally we got there at the tail end of the day  

We discovered to our horror that our bags had gone astray. 

The airport staff had no idea but said they’d let us know,  

And the resort coach driver said, “come on we’ve got to go”. 

 

We drove to our apartment, which was quite plain and bare  

But by that time we felt so tired we really didn’t care. 

The next day we were woken by the next door neighbour’s snoring  

So pulling on our grubby clothes we went off out exploring. 

And father changed his attitude and he was full of cheer  

When he found he could get fish and chips and even British beer. 

And when he’d had his fill of these he was so full of glee 

That he rolled his trouser legs up and he paddled in the sea. 

 

But the next day we were groaning as we both had jippy tummy. 

We were stuck in that apartment, which was really pretty crummy. 

And when we’d both recovered it was time to set off home,  

So I thought, “This is a lesson that we shouldn’t oughta roam”. 

And the moral of the story seemed to me to be to be quite clear, 

We should stick to good old Blackpool for our holiday next year. 

Wilstone Community Shop  
 
Update by Diana Crapnell 
 
For your convenience … 
over 450 products, including newspapers, 
bread, low priced milk, delicatessen, drinks , 
frozen foods, greeting cards and locally 
sourced items. 
 
Many of you already enjoy the Cumberland sau-
sages and bacon from the shop.  These are sup-
plied by Richard, one of the last local breeders of 
Aylesbury ducks; you may even have seen Rich-
ard as he has appeared in several top food 
shows including the Great British Menu and the 
Hairy Bikers. 
 
What you may not realise is that Richard also 
supplies, not surprisingly, Aylesbury ducks either 
whole or in portions.  He is also able to provide 
free range chickens and turkeys from his local 
farm.  This includes whole birds, breasts, thighs 
plus turkey mince, which makes a very healthy 
alternative to beef mince.  He can also supply 
black pudding for that perfect Sunday breakfast.   
 
If you’re interested in any of Richard’s produce 
then provided you place your order with us by 
10am on a Tuesday, it will be available for you to 
collect by the weekend.  For more information 
please contact the shop during working hours 
and we will be pleased to assist. 
 
Please pop in to support your local shop.  
Thank you. 
 
Opening hours: 
 
Monday to Saturday:  07.30 – 13.00 
Sunday: 09.00 – 12.00  
Telephone:  01442 891167 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

Are you interested in learning to drive?   

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your  

driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours  

then just £23 per hour! 
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition,  

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 

If you are interested please visit my website 

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 
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 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead 

Paul Brown re-upholstery 
 

Specialists in modern, antique & deep buttoning. 
Loose covers & curtains. 

French polishing. 
All types of repairs. 

Wide choice of fabrics. 
Remnants & DIY supplies. 

Est. over 30 years. 
 

01296 631510 
 

got_it_covered@hotmail.com 
2 New Road, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5JD. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

 

YESTERDAY my friend Laurie and I went to the second day 

of the Lords Test Match.  I always enjoy my visits to the home 

of cricket but my goodness was it cold.  There was a full house 

with Mr Anderson claiming his 300th test wicket and gaining 

a standing ovation.  A meal in the Half Moon with our better 

halves finished off a good day but really too cold for cricket 

and hay making. 
 

I heard of an incident with a magpie trap.  Could I have some 

ideas?  Should some of the bird and foxes be controlled? 

Ground nesting birds like skylarks, plovers and English par-

tridge are now rare.  Keepers and farmers and other country-

men used to be involved in this field.  Recently an R.S.P.C.A. 

man appeared on a farm.  With a London accent he lectured a 

farmer on this subject.  Finally, if people are rearing sparrow 

hawks and releasing them, I find this very irresponsible. 
 

On a more light-hearted note, strange things are happening on 

my gravel path around the house.  The half-inch stones are 

being gathered into small mounds about six inches across and 

one inch high.  On the centre is very often a dead twig or pine 

needle.  Could a worm be able to do this? Answers please!  

While still on the nature trail, grandson Alex has planted his 

second weeping willow tree close to the pond in Wilstone and 

also filled five nets with barley straw and suspended them in 

the water to keep the water clear.  Young moorhens and coots 

will be watching this space.  

Now on the farming scene, cattle are being turned out. The 

grass is growing well but the cattle follow me back to the gate 

with: "I want to go back to the warm dry yard", on their faces.  

The spring-sown rape has responded to the rain.  At last the 

field looks a solid green and grows well.  Pigeons have moved 

off to their nesting places and are feeding on a preferred clover 

leaf diet. The grass mowing, baling and wrapping machinery 

is being serviced in readiness for silage and hay making. In-

between times, vacated yards are being emptied and will be 

pressure-washed.  
 

I had a job finding an address close to the church in Ayles-

bury.  They very nearly didn't get their logs.  Even Mr Google 

got mixed up and didn't help.  The New Zealand sheep shear-

ers have not yet made contact. Perhaps it's just as well, we'll 

be knitting woolly jumpers if it goes on like this.  
 

On a very sad note Minty, our dog, didn't make it.  She is bur-

ied in a corner of the orchard where there is a bit of a ceme-

tery.  Mr Ross, who lived here 1930- 1950, buried his shooting 

dog spaniels there.  Rags, a warrior, Mick and son of Mick, 

have headstones there.  I should have had a second dog while 

Minty was still about. They pass on information like where to 

go and what to do when called.  Ah well, will have a break and 

then make a decision.  A dog with good navigational talent 

would be excellent. 

 

Too cold for cricket and hay making 

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Early season results and fixtures  by Paul Dumpleton 
 

Strong start to the Cherwell League season by our sides sees 

us top of two divisions and fourth in the other at the time of 

writing. (May 22nd).  

 

Sadly, in a very tight game at Botany Bay last Sunday (May 

19th), we were defeated by one wicket in the first round of the 

National Village Cup. 

Friday May 24th sees us in a home tie against Great Brickhill 

in the first round of this seasons Coronation Cup. 
 

Wednesday June 5th sees the first of our representative games 

at Marlins this summer with an interesting clash in the ECB 

Trophy competition between the MCC Unicorns A side and 

Essex 2nd XI. Game starts at midday. Should be a good game. 

Why not come along and have a look?  
 

Follow us on the club web site (www.pichero.com/clubs/

longmarston cricket club/) where you can keep up to date with 

team selections, results, club news, forthcoming fixtures etc. 
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

07914 355180 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 

CLUB 
Victory Hall, Long Marston. 

Long established friendly club, 

catering for all 

dogs. Any age - puppy through to  

pensioner. 
 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.    

Qualified instructors. 

01296 668752  or 01908 502272 
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 
 

 
Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 

 
Delivered to your door at low prices 

 

          Contact Us on:- 01296 661258 

 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

Call John Byrom  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 
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Cecilia Tea Rooms 
 

Friday 7th June, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Open for Full Afternoon Tea - £3.50 per head 
 

You are most welcome to just pop in, but reserving your seat will greatly help with catering. 

Proceeds to a local charity 

If you have not already visited the Tea Rooms, come along for a pleasant afternoon meeting friends over tea. 

OPEN  CHURCH  SUNDAY 

Sunday, 23rd June 
 

St.Mary’s Church will be open between 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.  Many churches will be open on this Sunday, why not come and visit 

St.Mary’s which is steeped in history.  There will be our regular Evensong Service at 3.30 p.m. followed by full afternoon tea 

at 4.30 p.m.  We shall be pleased to welcome you at any time. 

Thankful Villages 
 

Two bikers, Medwyn Parry and Dougie Bancroft will be rid-

ing Triumph motorcycles to all of the 51 Thankful Villages. 

PUTTENHAM is a “Thankful Village”.  (A “thankful village” 

is one where all the men that left for the 1914-18 Great War, 

also returned, without loss of life.  St.Mary’s has a plaque 

within the church which commemorates their safe return).    

Medwyn and Dougie will depart from Llanfihangel y Crevd-

dyn at 8 a.m. on Saturday, 27th July, and some 2500 miles and 

9 days later will finish at the same spot, having visited all 51 

villages.  Their intention is to raise £51,000 for the Royal Brit-

ish Legion  (£1,000 for every village).  They will arrive at 

PUTTENHAM on Tuesday, 30th July, having first made sev-

eral stops in London, and thence proceeding to Stoke 

Hammond, Bucks and Woodend, Northants.  They will remain 

with us for only approximately ¾ hour, as their time is limited.  

However, many other people have now joined Medwyn and 

Dougie and it is thought that about 40 will be coming over 

from America, plus other bikers, and they will be followed by 

a camera crew.  The Royal British Legion and Dame Vera 

Lynn are amongst others who are backing this trip.  Full de-

tails of the visit will appear in the July magazine. Medwyn 

and Dougie are most anxious to meet with any descendents 

of those who returned safely from the 1914-18 war.  Please 

make contact with Christine if this applies to you. 

Sudoku No 76  

solution  

SAVE WILSTONE SHOP 100 CLUB  
 
HUGE and heartfelt thanks to all participants. 

The lucky winners in the MAY draw are: 

 

    35 - £100.00  
    47 - £50.00  
    77 - £25.00  

 
Contact Graham Thorpe  
01442 822923  
g.thorpe@btinternet.com 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hobs and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Logs 
Mixed seasoned logs for sale 

 
Toyota pick-up size load 

 
Full load £80      Half load £45 

 
 

Phone Richard on 07831 120879 
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Joseph Alan Reeves 1926 - 2013 
 

KNOWN to most of us as Alan, or to some as Bake, he was 

born on 26th February at Loxley Farm, Long Marston. He was 

the youngest of four, Alec, John and Mary being the others, 

and they all worked on the farm. The farm had cows, sheep, 

hens and cats. Alan liked the hay making season with the shire 

horses pulling the cart. He loved working the land, and we all 

know how much the natural world meant to him. It was vital 

to him to live in the countryside, and the village of Long Mar-

ston has  been important to him throughout his life. 

When war broke out, Alan stayed on the farm.  They took in 

an evacuee from Chiswick, London, called Pete Tooley who 

became a great friend of the family and is still in touch with 

them today. Alan was a familiar figure about the village, riding 

his bike with his cap on, bailer twine in his pocket, perhaps 

going for a pint and a game of dominoes. 

Then he moved into a bungalow on Chapel Lane with his 

mum, where he had an immaculate vegetable and flower gar-

den. I am sure you all remember his prize winning sweet peas. 

He entered the surrounding villages’  horticultural shows, win-

ning many trophies and medals. He always did well at the 

Horti in August, winning prizes and cups.  If anyone went to 

visit, you always came away with vegetables or a bouquet of 

flowers, often the sweet peas, but you knew when it was time 

to go  when he said “cheerio”. 

Alan was a quiet man, and very independent, but that also 

meant that he could be 

stubborn and not take 

help, maybe because he 

never married or had chil-

dren. He was not a mod-

ern man – he had no tele-

phone or central heating, 

and did not drive a car or 

watch much television.  

His radio was always on 

for the football - he was 

an Arsenal fan and many 

years ago used to go on 

occasions to London  by 

train with his brother 

John to watch them play. 

He also followed horse 

racing and cricket on both the television and radio. In the win-

ter Alan would sit and do beautiful jigsaw puzzles, and enjoy a 

game of cards. It was happy simple life until he died at the age 

of 87. 

His funeral was held at the Chilterns Crematorium on 23rd 

May, and his ashes will be laid to rest with those of his parents.  

He leaves his sister in law Daphne, in the village, and Alec’s 

widow Phyllis, along with their families. Please pray for them 

in their grief, and remember Alan as we commend him to 

God’s eternal care. Jane Banister. 

Prize Sweet Peas 

LIKE most places around Tring, Halton has associations with 

the Rothschilds. Indeed Halton House was built in 1884 for 

Baron Alfred Charles de Rothschild by his brother, the First 

Lord Rothschild. The curator of the Trenchard Museum began 

our visit with a short introduction of how the RAF acquired 

the property with its thousands of acres, and the subsequent 

history of the site as RAF Halton.  Rothschild lent the estate to 

the Royal Flying Corps during the First World War after 

which it was bought by the government for the newly formed 

Royal Air Force when it could not afford to repair the damage 

done during military occupation. Halton was the location for 

the RAF Apprentices’ College. 

 

The exhibits relate to this, and to the personnel or social side 

which would be similar at other establishments. The museum 

must be unique in military museums, especially those on 

MOD sites, and even unusual amongst other museums, in al-

lowing exhibits to be handled and even photographed.There 

are tools, samples of apprentices’ work, manuals and hand 

written exercise books, jet engines and guns, and of course 

model aeroplanes (which you aren’t allowed to touch). How-

ever in pride of place is the Follard Gnat training jet, into 

whose cockpit you can climb, and have your photograph 

taken. (See picture.) This is a very small one seater, especially 

compared to the Tornado in the car park outside which would 

never fit into the building. 

 

Other displays have historic photographs of Halton, and activi-

ties such as training and sports, including the 1948 and 1956 

Olympics in London with the British team led by a Halton 

officer. Another display is of the chaplaincy with a portable 

altar table, prayer books and Bibles.  The whole company used 

to parade to church on Sundays. Other denominations were 

catered for other than CoE. The present chaplaincy building 

was opened in 1963 after the previous one burnt down. Some 

fire damaged crests rescued from it are on display. Another 

rescued item is a well made piece of joinery – a stamp ma-

chine dispensing 1/2d and 2d stamps. 

 

Everyone enjoyed the visit, which was open to all including 

wives and friends, and for many it brought back memories 

dating back to the Second World War. The Trenchard Mu-

seum is open regularly, but to secure your trip phone 01296 

656841 and take an identity document which includes a  

photograph. 

Tring Parish Men's Society 

The Trenchard Museum at RAF Halton by Leslie Barker  
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Local  
General Builder  

 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

 Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 
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  From the Vicarage            by Rev'd Jo Wetherall 

'Look at the birds' 
 

THAT'S one commandment I have no problem with; I am so 

easily distracted by watching birds that I have had to move my 

desk away from the window. 

One summer my friend Cathy became foster mum to a spar-

row. ‘Rufus’ as he became known had been knocked out of his 

nest. His favourite perch was a shoulder, his weight was al-

most imperceptible and his tiny feet created a barely felt 

scratch on your skin, but the feel of newly grown feathers, 

now that was something else. And you think of sparrows as 

common place just brown when actually, if you look properly, 

they have a subtle beauty, so many shades of brown and of 

gold and white, and each feather precisely arranged for 

warmth, protection and communication as well as flight. 

Sparrows aren’t elegant either. They have purposeful stocky 

little bodies which bustle with energy as they go about their 

business, twittering, nesting, squabbling and feeding. 

If you are fortunate later in spring you see fledgling spar-

rows lined up all looking as if they are fresh from the wash, 

plumped up, fluffy baby feathers poking out here and there 

giving them a slightly unkempt look. 

Sparrows, they seem so every day and yet actually they are 

extraordinary. 

And ourselves? well we are inclined, I think, to look at all 

the beauty around us and to think of ourselves as we generally 

perceive sparrows just ordinary, common place not beautiful 

or elegant – not worth much of a second glance. 

But Jesus tells us we are more precious than any of these 

things, in fact Matthew’s gospel is emphatic about it  

Matthew 10:29-31 

 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 

will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the 

hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you 

are of more value than any sparrow. 

 

St Cross, Wilstone has a regular Sunday congregation of 

eight. We get excited when we reach double figures. I don’t 

think the others will take offence when I say, we are a little 

flock of sparrows – you will find little flocks like us the length 

and breadth of the country. 

People who are prepared to look beyond the evidence of 

their eyes, beyond all the things that people endure and believe 

with their hearts and minds that something bigger, something 

eternal is taking place in the world – this thing we name as 

God. 

And the people at St Cross, just like those at All Saints and 

St Mary’s, are so determined that their church should remain a 

presence in the community witnessing to God’s love that they 

work their socks off to keep them running. 

They do need help from others, and we are very grateful for 

all the support that was given for the magnificent Flower Fes-

tival at St Cross. 

If you would like to see our village churches continuing into 

the future please consider whether you could give regular fi-

nancial support to your local church.  Any of the church war-

den’s or clergy could advise you on how to do this or you 

could contact our treasurer Vivianne Child. Email:  

vchild@childassociates.co.uk 

 

Every contribution is valuable. JW. 

 

      
The following training is available in a community centre near you: 

Computing for Beginners or those with limited knowledge. 

How To Use The Internet & E-Mail & More on the Internet. 

Discover Microsoft Word, with Basic Word & Further Word 

(Typing Letters, Creating Posters, Newsletters, CV’s and 

much more).  

Microsoft Excel –  learn how to create Spreadsheets and 

charts.  

Microsoft PowerPoint – Learn how to create a slide show 

presentation. 

Microsoft Publisher – Create professional-quality publica-

tions and marketing materials. Website Design. 

Facebook for personal use or Social Media for Businesses & 

Charities. Digital Photography & Editing. 

Skype.  

How to use & get the most out of your mobile phone. 

Courses are suitable for complete beginners & those with 

some experience that are looking to increase their skills 

for either their own use, in the workplace or in a volun-

tary role with a charity, church or club/group. Some cen-

tres have Computer Access at Internet Cafes which are 

open to the public. We also run a number of leisure and 

general interest courses, a few of which are listed below: 

Art and Craft Courses, Bridge, Creative Writing, Level 2 

Certificate in Food Handling, First Aid – Save a Life course, 

Spanish & German For Beginners, Watercolour painting. 

All courses involve a small charge, with reductions for 

Dacorum Card holders. 

Tel: 01442 251930  

or Email: yourdcfl@yahoo.co.uk 

www.dcfl.org.uk 
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  Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Steve Hunneysett                01707 354192  

PCSO Lee Clements   01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham    01296 668088   

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

Horticultural Society 
David Severs   01296 661021 

Wilstone St Cross 

Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall                   01442 851200 

Churchwarden 

Andrew Minter   01442 823605 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

Puttenham St Mary’s 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                              01442 822170 

Churchwardens 
Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 

Rev’d Jane Banister                01442 822170 

Keyholder 

Carole Harrison                        01296 668526 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson           01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                              01442 824138 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389 

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Abigail Livermore                     07966 154570 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Ali Driver                                 01296 662482 

Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland   01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:  

Thursday 20th June. 

 

Editor next month will be Phil Buchi. 
 

You can read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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May Day morning madness 
by Maggie Winship 

MAY DAY morning - very early. I stood on the fresh green 

grass surrounding Puttenham church sipping hot chocolate 

laced with rum ( to keep out the cold!), and studied the small 

group of people moving around on top of the church tower. 

Standing there, amongst like-minded crazy people, I could 

not help but think that this must be one of the more eccentric 

of our English customs.  

 

We had all dragged ourselves out of bed before the crack of 

dawn and made our way across the fields if time allowed, or 

otherwise by car or bicycle, to hear the annual May Day 

morning madrigals, sung by the Ridgeway Chorale from the 

top of the church tower, to welcome the first day of May and 

the coming of spring. As the early morning sun lit up the 

tower with its golden light, and the mist arose from the sur-

rounding fields, the birds joined in with their very own cho-

rus. The last note died away and we all filed into Cecilia Hall 

where a wonderful breakfast, prepared by ladies of the vil-

Morning madrigals at the top of St. Mary's, Puttenham 
(Picture: Roy Belchamber) 

lages, was served out by our Rector, Huw, to the accompani-

ment of popping champagne corks. Before heading back to 

the real world we gave a rousing cheer for the dedicated peo-

ple who make this unusual event so enjoyable every year. 

Keeping our feet on the 

ground for this one. 
 

(Pictures: Centre - Huw Bellis, Left 

and above - Roy Belchamber.)  

 

 

 

 

FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW NEEDS YOUR HELP 

Show Secretary needed 
 

The Long Marston Village show has been running a 
flower and produce exhibition since 1936, but is now 

looking for a new show secretary to run the show hall. 
 

This a key position in the community and needs some-
one who is prepared to help set up and run the Village 

Hall on show day (the first Saturday in August). 
 

Any interested parties should contact 
Martin Winship 01296 662388 or 
Margaret Kaye 01296 662975. 

Singing for fun  by Jo Woodbridge 

  

SINGERS have come forward to join the group but more 

would be very welcome.  Are you interested in joining? 

 

Did you know that singing is an aerobic activity which in-

creases oxygenation in the blood system and exercises major 

muscle groups without getting sweaty? It also releases the 

same feeling of well being as chocolate without the calories. 

So if you enjoyed Gareth Malone’s Military Wives and his 

more recent TV exploits perhaps we could make up a group 

to sing for fun with minimal cost. 

 

Please email jomark@waitrose.com or phone 01442 

891444. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

PS. Will have to find a musical director willing to do it for 

fun too!  
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Supported by the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society 

All things bright and beautiful: flower festival 
is a big success for St.Cross                      by Alison Cockerill 

THE opening line of this well-known hymn is a perfect reflec-

tion of the week-end festival which took place in Wilstone 

from May 4th to May 6th. A church full of flowers and a hall 

full of crafts, complimented by all-day refreshments, brought 

hundreds of visitors to the village over the first Bank Holiday 

in May. And the sun shone, every day!! 

 

The aim of the festival was partly to raise money for the 

church, but also to get the church and the community ‘in the 

news’. Wilstone is very fortunate in having no through roads, 

but it does mean that sometimes people drive past the village 

and never actually stop. The festival had been widely adver-

tised and several people came quite a distance, including from 

Bedford and from Bushey, but many were local, including a 

lady from Long Marston visiting Wilstone for the first time.  

 

The theme of the Flower Festival was ‘Our Wonderful World’ 

and the church was full to the brim with arrangements inter-

preting this idea, including ‘Sunrise and Sunset’, 

‘Polar regions’, ‘Birds’, ‘the Weather’, ‘Water’, and the 

‘Heavens’. These large arrangements filled all the windows, 

the altar, and any other gap available. On the pew ends were 

posies, there were flowers in the porch, and the Brownies had 

decorated the big chestnut tree in the church grounds. 

 

The Village Hall was host to a Craft Fair, all local people of-

fering a wide variety of items for sale, and impressing visitors 

with their range of skills and talents. It was especially lovely 

to have three stall holders from the village itself. Alongside 

the craft folk was the ‘kitchen’, providing endless cups of tea 

and coffee, and a wonderful selection of sweet and savoury 

items throughout the day, including delicious lunches whose 

fame has spread far beyond Wilstone.  

 

It is a very risky thing to start naming people when expressing 

thanks; someone is always inadvertently overlooked. But in 

this case, we’ll make three exceptions; Neil Gurney, whose 

inspiration and support guided the church displays, Jenny and 

Simon at Meads Farm Shop, and the Village Hall Committee. 

Everyone else –

you know who 

you are- thank you 

so very, very 

much for all your 

hard work and 

support, it was a 

fantastic achieve-

ment by a very 

small church.  

 

In conclusion, this 

festival was about 

far more than 

money. The finan-

cial result was 

t e r r i f i c ,  b u t 

equally so was the 

sum of the parts. 

The flowers, the 

crafts, the refresh-

ments, all com-

bined to give a 

w o n d e r f u l l y 

happy event which 

hopefully went beyond St. Cross and benefited the rest of the 

village - the Half Moon, the village shop, and Meads Farm 

Shop. On the Sunday evening the church was full for a service 

of celebration; placed on the altar steps was the ‘Pond’ ring 

Thoughts’ board, crammed with personal reflections from 

visitors. All were blessed, hoping the respondents had found 

comfort and peace as well as joy and happiness in their time at 

the festival. Hopefully, some will return again, and enjoy the 

village on another occasion. 

 

Good day for Half Moon too. The Half Moon pub served 

more meals that day than on any other day in the tenure of the 

current landlord, reliable sources tell us. Ed. 

Pictures by Andrew Minter. 


