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Black Poplars popular in our area

IN early spring, the Black Poplars in this area are festooned with bright

red catkins which give a wonderful orange glow to these magnificent

trees at this time of year. The Black Poplar is one of Britain’s rarest

native trees – only 12,000 (estimates vary) are thought to survive –

although you wouldn’t believe that if you visited this area as we have

over 1,200 in Tring Rural, around Long Marston and Wilstone. That’s

over 10% of the country total!

Much work has been done locally to help to conserve these trees, with

a number of projects, including the development of the Black Poplar

Walk, celebrated recently with an evening at Long Marston Village Hall.

(see report on the back page)

Black Poplar, Watery Lane, Astrope April 2008

Village View        by John Painter 
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WILD WEST WILSTONE 
Wilstone’s Annual Fete and Dog Show

Saturday June 7th from 1pm

All the usual features with a western influence.

Join the procession with the Wyoming Raiders who

will then perform a shoot out at the

field.

The bar in the marquee will be the

“Saloon”. There will be saloon girls

performing the cancan as well as line

dancing.

Test your skill on the Bucking Bronco, with a bow

and arrow as well as all the normal

popular side events, coconut shy, china

smash, tombola, bric a brac. And of

course the BBQ and refreshments.

Important Notice

The shoot out will be noisy with gunfire. If your

dog is nervous, please wait until after the opening

ceremony before bringing him/her along for regis-

tration.

Big boost for the

Cancan
LOTS of local ladies have volunteered to perform the daring

French Cancan at the “Wild West Wilstone” village fete and

fun dog show on Saturday 7th June. Organisers are delighted

with the many phone calls received after they put an ad in the

last edition of Village News. Rehearsals have begun and the

members of the troupe are reportedly keen to show off their

talents. Professional dance teacher Joanne has agreed to help

create an authentic choreography, so that should improve the

result quite a bit!

The Cancan became popular in the theatres of Paris in the

1820’s and was considered so outrageous it was banned there

for several years. Travelling shows took it to America where

it swept across the Wild West, mostly performed in saloons.

The fact that ladies legs (and even knees!) were on display in

public was considered indecent at the time, and this clearly

also accounts for its huge success on both sides of the Atlan-

tic. The dance has used all sorts of music, but the tune most

of us associate with it is Offenbach’s “Infernal gallop” from

the opera “Orpheus in the underworld”. The Wild West Wil-

stone troupe is expected to maintain this tradition for their

one-and-only performance on 7th June. Better not miss it!

Wilstone Fun Dog show

Details

TIME to get training once again as ............................

Wilstone Fun Dog Show will be featuring at the Fete on June

7th for our 5th year!

The Wild West theme to this year’s event includes a spec-

tacular shoot-out enactment by our special guests ‘The Wyo-

ming Raiders’ which follows the opening proceedings and

village procession.

Therefore we have made our start time for the Dog Show later

in the afternoon so that nervous dogs (or handlers!) don’t

have to be in the vicinity when the guns are a-blazing

(approximately for 10 minutes at around 1.30pm).

Registration for the classes starts at 2pm and the Dog Show

commences at 3pm.

Our arena will however, be kept busy before the dog show

with plenty of wild west activity, such as the unmissable

cancan debut, line dancing and doggy dancing, and more

from the Wyoming Raiders.

The classes for this year’s show are:

1. Fancy Dress – anything goes but the Wild West is the

flavour of the day.

2. Best Trick – The entries get better and better each year.

Keep it coming.

3. Best Child Handler – up to 8 years old

4. Best Junior Handler – 9 – 16 years

Also back by popular demand is the mini agility competition

running from 3pm and time allowing, the exciting sausage

eating race to complete an afternoon of canine fun.

Entry forms are included on the Fete programme delivered

door-to-door in June and also available from the registration

tent on the day.

Once again we would like to say a huge thank you to Evelyn

Chapman and her team from the Long Marston Dog Training

Club who for the 5th year are coming along to run proceedings

on the day.

......So get practicing with your faithful friend as the top five

places in each class will receive one of our special rosettes.

Any queries about the Fun Dog Show, please contact Jill at

jillmarywalker@btinternet.com

Jill Walker
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Editor this month: John McCall

Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post: Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.

Phone: 01442 890599

Editorial Team

Caroline Beevers, Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran

Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard 01296 661172

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

Church services

Deadline for items for our next edition

(June) is Wednesday 21st May 2008.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 01733 230800.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read
Village News on-line. Find us at

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Village News’

www.wilstone.me.uk and click ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

1 May Ascension Day

8.00pm St Peter and St Paul, Tring

Holy Communion

4 May

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

11 May Whit Sunday

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

18 May

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

19 May (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

25 May

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.30pm All Saints Evening Prayer

All Saints, Long Marston

WELL it’s done! My first edition of the Village

News. Apprehension, nervousness, inadequacy,

these are all the emotions I have felt over the last 7

to 10 days, and if you want to know why, it’s the

fear of disappointing our esteemed editor - in -

chief. ( See the back page- only joking Phil!)

Thanks to all the contributors - what an interesting

bunch you are - and thanks to all the people who

have helped me get this edition finished.

Do remember that the magazine offers free listings

for local events and don’t forget that the offer is

there for an August edition if you would like it (see

page 17 for more details).

Lastly, we moved to the village just over two years

ago and feel so welcomed and at home that we have

to say – Thank you Wilstone for being …….so Wil-

stone!
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 21 May, Long Marston village hall.

Wednesday 18 June, Wilstone village hall.

Sunday April 27

Long Marston Tennis Club Open Afternoon 2pm

Monday 5 May

Aldbury May Fair

Saturday 10 May

Family Fun Day. St Peter & Paul, Tring

LM Tennis club quiz.

Friday 16 May

Coffee Evening 7.30 pm 67 Tring Road, Wilstone in aid

of the village church.

Saturday 24 May -Monday 26

Spring flower festival, St. Mary’s, Pitstone

Sunday 25 May -Monday 26

Tring Canal Festival, Little Tring

Saturday 7 June

Wilstone village fete: Wild West Wilstone!

Sunday 8 June

Children's bike ride event.

Sunday 15 June

Marsworth Steam Rally.

Saturday 28 June

Midsummer Ball, Cheddington Village Hall.

Sunday 29 June

Family Games (Puttenham).

Saturday 5 July

Summer Ramble

Saturday 12 July

Family Fun Day 2-4 pm Wilstone Church Gardens

Saturday 2 August

Long Marston Annual Show.

Sunday 10 August

St. Mary's Patronal Festival and fun day.

Saturday 6 September

Jumble sale at Puttenham (to be confirmed).

Saturday 13 September

Beds & Herts sponsored bike ride

26 - 28 September

Art exhibition at Tring School (FoTS)

Saturday 11 October

October Supper and Auction

Tring Lions supporting Iain Rennie Hospice at Home

Presenting the King to Tring 

ROCK THE JUKE BOX 
starring Alvin as Elvis supported by 

Tracey Lea as Connie Francis & Peggy Lee 

Walk Right Back as The Everly Brothers. 

 
The Court Theatre at Pendley 

Thursday 22nd May 2008 - 8pm 
Tickets £15 

including a celebratory glass of champagne. 
 

Box office: Michael Edmunds Insurance Brokers 

2 Church Yard, Tring. Tel: 01442 823130. 

IT’S time to sharpen your pencils, get out your scissors and

glue and enter this year’s art competition at Wild West Wil-

stone. We have some fantastic art prizes for the winners in

each category, and every person who enters will get a small

prize. As well as all that, your art will be on display through-

out the entire show.

The theme this year is ‘Wild

West’, and the age groups

are the same as last year; 7

and under, 11 and under and

16 and under. For all the age

groups the first category is

drawing and painting. For

the 7 and under and 11 and

under age group you can also

have a go at creating a Wild

West model using any mate-

rial. For the oldest age

group, we’d like poems, as short or as long as you like.

Look out for the entry form which will be on the back of the

fete programme to be delivered to homes during May. Forms

will also be sent home with all Long Marston pupils via the

school. Entries should be brought to the village hall on the

morning of the Show.

Wild West art competition for

Wilstone fete
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Friday 17 October

Slide show Wilstone Village Hall

Tuesday 11 November

Remembrance Day Compline at St. Mary’s.

Tuesday 16 December

Carols around the tree at Long Marston.

The Queens Head

Long Marston
Nr Tring

01296 668368

THE Queens Head Long Marston have been running both

Open mic nights and blues jam afternoons very successfully

for the last few months. Both the events have been growing in

popularity and as a result the licensees Jon & Beckie, thought

it would be a great idea to merge the two events for the bank

holiday Monday 5th May.

The event will start at 2pm and is planned to run until around

6pm although this will be extended if there is enough de-

mand. Resident slides blues Guitarist Richard Miller (Sunday

lunch times 1pm - 3pm) will be hosting the event.

All levels of musicianship are welcome, and you can either

perform with your friends on your own or jam along with

people you meet on the afternoon.

Regular open mic nights are held from 8.30pm on the last

Monday of the month, and blues jams from 5pm on the sec-

ond Sunday of the month.

For further details give Jon a call on 01296 668368

SUPERIOR COFFEE EVENING

Friday 16th May at 7.30pm

With Jo and Mark

67 Tring Road, Wilstone

IN AID OF THE

VILLAGE CHURCH

Bring and Buy Raffle

Entry £1

Aldbury Singers fight the

flood!

POPULAR local choir, the Aldbury Singers, with the Ald-

bury Junior Choir, are preparing to tell you the tale of the

most famous floodbuster of all time –

Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo!

Long before today’s problems of rising sea levels, God told

Noah to build Him an ark fifty four feet long by seventy

five wide and fill it with animals two by two - because He

would make it rain and rain and rain and rain and rain and

rain….until the whole earth was under water!

Noah and his family and all the animals floated for forty

days and forty nights, lashed by rain and storms and send-

ing out the doves to find dry land. Time and time again the

doves returned but then, just as God had promised, the

doves didn’t come back and Noah and his family and all

the animals were set down safely on Mount Arafat where

God sent them out to increase and multiply - two by two by

two by two by two……!

Before refreshments in the interval, hear Andrew Carter’s

‘Benedicite’ in which the angels of the heavens and the

works of the earth are urged to sing ‘Bless the Lord’, cele-

brating and magnifying God’s name and his mercy.

Something for all the family! Come and join in and see the

animals going into the ark!

Saturday 17th May 2008, 7.30pm in the church

of John the Baptist, Aldbury.

Entry is free but we’d welcome a donation to our selected

charity

the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: May 8th and 22nd.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40
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In Brief...

Lions stage Elvis show

FANS of the popular Alvin as Elvis shows will

want to know that Tring Lions are staging a big

evening at the Court Theatre at Pendley on Thurs-

day 22nd May. In aid of local charity Iain Rennie

Hospice at Home, the show “Rock the Juke Box”

stars the excellent Alvin Printwhistle as Elvis.

Many readers will have been to his sell-out shows

at Wilstone village hall, but this time there are sup-

porting acts too. Tracey Lea is Connie Francis and

Peggy Lee (presumably not at the same time) and

duo Walk Right Back are the Everly Brothers.

Tickets seem good value at £15 for all this, and the

price includes a glass of champagne. The seating is

theatre style and unreserved, so you can meet your

pals in the bar and sit together. At the time of writ-

ing this there were still some tickets available from

the box office at Michael Edmunds Insurance Bro-

kers, 2 Church Yard, Tring, but phone first on

01442 823130 to check availability

More “tip” news

HOT on the heels of Herts County Council’s proposal to

close the Tring household waste recycling centre

(HWRC), Bucks County Council have announced plans

to open a new one at Aston Clinton. It was reported in

the Bucks Herald that approval has been granted for a

state of the art re-cycling facility on the College Road

site off the A41 at Aston Clinton. This is the same site

that was last year rejected as a possible location for an

energy-from-waste incinerator. The approval follows a

number of public consultation meetings with Aston

Clinton residents.

Meanwhile the proposed closure of the Tring tip contin-

ues to meet widespread local opposition on this side of

the county border. Dacorum Councillor Derek Town-

send has organised a petition against the closure, Tring

Town Council is opposing the closure too. One of the

reasons given by Herts CC for considering closure was

that 60% of users came from across the border in Bucks.

One can’t help wondering if they would they would be

quite content for our rubbish to be “exported” to Aston

Clinton.
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Alison Munt: 01296 662282 

Long Marston Cricket

Club by Paul Dumpleton

ALL is ready at Marlins for the start of the 2008 season.

Two working parties on the 5th and 12th April produced

much activity as screens, covers, score board, benches etc

all came out of winter quarters. The pitch and outfield

looks in excellent condition, lovingly attended to during

the winter and early spring by the evergreen Don Winfield.

Pre season friendly fixtures starting on 19th April will

hopefully get the teams in tip top condition after winter

nets. The league season starts on Saturday 10th May with

the first XI at home to Bledlow Ridge and the second XI

travelling to Bledlow for the reverse fixture.

The following Saturday 17th May sees the second XI at

Marlins against Stanton St John while the 1st XI travel to

Abingdon Vale. Early season league fixtures start at 1pm.

The first cup game of the season is at Marlins on Friday

23rd May (6pm start) when we entertain Little Gaddesden

in the first round of our defence of the Coronation Cup.

Saturday 5th April saw a very successful club quiz nite at

Marlins with quizmaster Simon Vessey setting a testing

and enjoyable competition. The superb two course meal

was up to John Seaton’s usual very high standard and a

good time was had by all. The eventual winners (after a

steward’s enquiry) were the team of helpers working be-

hind the bar.

Better village bus service

New route 164 by Jeff Rodwell

News from All Saints

WE have enjoyed another fun afternoon playing Beetle. A

big thank you to Elaine who supervised the event and co-

erced various parents and children to join us, to Maria for

her help with the Quiz and to all the mums who kindly

baked cakes for the tea. Everyone went home having re-

ceived prizes, even if they hadn’t won a game of Beetle,

there were “Smiley” chairs, beetles without a feeler or no

beetle at all and of course we had a wonderful choice of

prizes in the raffle. The afternoon raised the grand sum of

£111 – Thanks to you all for supporting us.

ALDBURY MAY FAIR – this takes place on Monday 5th

May when we shall be having our FOOTBALL TOM-

BOLA. If you could help us in manning the stall please

contact Carole Harrison.

CHURCH CLEANING – Offers of help would be most

welcome.

Carole Harrison

01296 668526

FROM Monday 21st April there is a revised bus service

serving Wilstone and Long Marston. This will be Route

164: Aylesbury - Tring - Wilstone - Long Marston - Ched-

dington, with most journeys to/from Leighton Buzzard.

The main operator on behalf of Bucks County Council will

be Red Line of Aylesbury, with one evening journey by

Red Kite of Tilsworth. The highlights of the new service,

as I see it, are:

1. An improved service to/from Tring, running direct, and

providing sufficient time for business/shopping. Previously

in the middle of the day one had to either travel on the bus

via Ivinghoe or change at Aston Clinton.

2. Wider choice of connectional facilities in Tring.

3. Opening up of a regular afternoon service to/from

Leighton Buzzard.

Travel to and from Aylesbury will however, with one ex-

ception, be via Tring.

Hopefully, the new times will by now be displayed at local

bus stops.

Long Marston School Draw

April Results

1st Prize £15 Susan Briscoe: Ticket No 15

2nd Prize £10 Caroline Killin: Ticket No 68

3rd Prize Gill Napier: Ticket No 48

“Priceless Key Ring”

It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!

Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a re-

duced subscription is available if you join during the

year. All proceeds help our village schoolchildren.

There are 3 prizes of £15, £10 and a “Priceless Key

Ring” per month for 10 months plus Jackpot prizes of

£50 in July and December.

Ring the school (01296 668386) if you wish to join.

Belinda Brett (Secretary)

Page 8
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THE HORTI BALL IS BACK! 
 

The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society are organising a

MIDSUMMER BALL
Saturday, 28th June

Cheddington Village Hall

Join us for:

A Champagne Reception with Canapés

Dancing To a Live Band Playing Ballroom, Latin & Modern Music

A Superb Supper

A Licensed Bar

This will be a Black Tie event

Tickets £30

Champagne Reception at 7.30pm, Carriages at 12.30.

To reserve tickets, please contact Margaret Kaye: 01296 662975
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Tring Rural Parish Council   

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques

shop in Wilstone for 15 years, and are always

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-

ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.

armsonantiques@tiscali.co.uk
Our website is up and running and updated regularly.

www.armsonantiques.com
We are frequently on the premises, but to view the

stock a prior phone call is definitely

recommended.

The Old Post Office

34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts, HP23 4PB

2007 has provided your Councillors with another

full and varied agenda for discussion and action.

The Parish Plan continues to have a strong influ-

ence on our meetings. The second Annual review

of the 2005 Parish Plan was held in December. The

consensus from that meeting was one of good pro-

gress. To inform the widest audience a decision

was taken to publish the review in the Village

News (February 2008). I commend the report and

refer readers to its content. The absence of com-

ment from residents, critical or otherwise, I hope

reflects the positive mood of the review meeting.

During the year, presentations on a range of sub-

jects have been made to Council. These have pro-

vided the opportunity for further information and a

wider understanding of the issues dealt with by

Councillors. Your Councillors have continued to

represent the concerns and interests of residents

and Council by attendance at internal and out - of -

Parish meetings.

Reflecting on past events, certain highlights come

to mind. In March, Councillors welcomed our

Member of Parliament, David Gauke, to the Parish.

The visit provided both insight and experience at

first hand of the major issues and concerns affect-

ing the Parish. Later in the year, David Gauke

made two further visits speaking on behalf of resi-

dents at C.A.L.M public protest meetings.

In May, prolonged heavy rains over two days

caused severe flooding in central Long Marston.

The Fire Brigade pumped several properties out.

The prompt and efficient response of the Fire Bri-

gade, Police and Dacorum Borough Council was

most reassuring. The help and generosity of local

residents in providing refreshments for the emer-

gency services was much appreciated.
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Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  

of the month.  
Email:  

queenshead@ fsmail.net

Open 7 days 

Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of  

quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 

Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 

Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Café and Gift Shop, set in the  

comfortable surroundings of our restored 

18th century barn.  

Toasted sandwiches, salads  

and ploughman's lunches. 

Chairman’s Report                        

`Parish Go Extreme is the strap line for a Tring Ru-

ral Youth Project to provide more play facilities.

The first meetings with a group of enthusiastic

group of young people have made good progress.

The Council have allocated £5000 towards this pro-

ject. Other funding opportunities are being sourced.

A pleasant and satisfying part of writing this report

is the opportunity, as Chairman, to make a public

record of thanks; to those residents of the Parish

who have given their help and support to the Coun-

cil; to Colin Reedman, for his diligent work as Vil-

lage Warden; to Dawn Slade, Clerk and Financial

Officer for the high standard of administration and

advice which greatly assists the smooth running of

Council and to my fellow Councillors for their sup-

port and the time and interest given on behalf of

Tring Rural Parish.

Mike Tomlinson Chairman
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Tales from Tringford Farm                     by Gary and Minty 

HELLO again readers. We understand you have missed our

stories of late in the magazine. That was really because noth-

ing much out of the ordinary was happening at the farm over

the winter months. You know, life can be just the old boring

routine. We will now endeavour to bring you all up to date

with our activities.

For the benefit of the new readers of our Farm Journal, we

thought an introduction to our friends would be helpful so

here’s a list of names and animal types so that our little sto-

ries make more sense:

Miss Bo Peep, keeper and looker-after of all of us.

Gary, Minty, Alfie and Mo, sheep used for films and ad-

verts.

Miss Nina, event horse and Po the pony, companion to Miss

Nina.

Donk, Al and Genevieve, donkeys. Gen is Al’s mum.

Scruffy Ed, Alfie and Bertie, all terriers and Hermonione, a

mad spaniel.

Mr & Mrs Call Duck, of the Magpie variety, plus all their

various offspring.

Mr & Mrs Goose, the guardians of the orchard.

Robert, the cockerel and all his ladies.

To start with we no longer live at the farm, because we are

such efficient grass mowers we had eaten all the available

grass at Tringford and the horses and donkeys were getting a

bit upset at us pinching or munching away at theirs. So we

have been let out as environmentally friendly mowers to a

‘nice des res’ paddock in Wilstone, right on the edge of the

village. We have our own stable block and yard and a lovely

long paddock with plenty of grass to nibble away at. We

think we have done a fabulous job in mowing it all over -

looks a lot more tidy than when we first came. We must

apologise to the lady with the shrubs that were growing

through the fence from The Mill houses. We do often fancy a

nice change of diet and your shrubs were delicious, but must

thank the nice people who give us tasty tit-bits over the fence.

We have made a few friends in that way.

One drawback, where we have been a bit naughty, was with

the big chestnut tree growing in the paddock. Gary, that’s

me, is rather partial to chewing a nice piece of tree bark, so I

have been stripping the bark from this tree bit by bit, but now

it has been fenced off I will have to look elsewhere. But the

tree will still give us shade in the summer months when we

need to lay down and chew our cud, or ruminate if you so

like.

Communications with all our friendly animals at the farm are

now through Scruffy Ed, the terrier. He comes with his friend

Alf, also a terrier of the Border type, every morning to give us

our breakfast, a nice dish of Ram and Lamb mix which has all

sorts of goodies in it. Get’s us off to a fine start for the day.

Ed tells us there has been a lot of activity in the duck and

chicken community. Mrs Call Duck has sat on and incubated

two sets of ducklings, eight each time, and all have survived.

In the last clutch Miss Bo put two hen’s eggs under her as well

as her own, only one of which hatched out. The amusing thing

with the chick was it thought it was a duck because it grew up

with the ducklings and paddled about in their little paddling

pool, and tried to make quacking noises. The most unusual

episode was when they had grown large enough to be away

from mum and were in the orchard where the pond is. In the

evening all the chickens and ducks have to be put to bed in the

big hen house, this ensures they are safe from Mr Fox, because

he is always around and will even try and catch a hen out in the

fields during the day. When it is time for the round up Miss Bo

has to herd all the late ‘going to bedders’ into the hen house.

Now this usually means the ducks are on the pond because they

do like their pre-bed swim. This particular evening they were

being a bit difficult to round up and were messing about, so

Miss Bo had to get a bit sharp with them and chase them in, but

they had other ideas and all fled to the pond, splashing and

quacking about, and who was in there with them but the chick-

duck. Miss Bo said he was doing a good impression of the over

arm crawl and came out a bit bedraggled. He must have been a

rare example of an amphibious chicken. He was none the

worse for his activities and still likes to paddle about in the

shallow end.

Whilst Mrs Call Duck was sitting, the incubator was in action

with eggs from the flock because we now have a new cockerel.

He is not as flamboyant as Rodney the colourful cockerel but

he is obviously firing on all cylinders as the incubator produced

five chicks of various colours. Plus we have one more chick

from a broody hen. All these new members have now been

rounded up and live on their own in a stable until big enough to

go out in the orchard. Guess who is boss chick? It’s the chick-

duck because he or she is bigger than the rest and he is safe in

there in case he tries for another cross-channel record.

To add to all this breeding and brooding, we have the goose

sitting on eggs so be careful when walking through the footpath

by the veggy garden because the gander is on patrol and has

already scared one lady out of her wits. We haven’t mentioned

the horses and donkeys but they will keep for another time.

We think this updates you on events over the winter; now

Spring is with us we can hope for some nice warm lazy days.

Come and see us over the gate when you walk past the pump-

ing station - if there’s a chance of a tit-bit we will be there.

Cheers for now from Gary and Minty.
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Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Su Doku Corner by Colin Moore

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9.

No 32 Difficult

Bull Lake Farm
Ford End, Ivinghoe

LU7 9EA

Home grown, freshly

picked delicious

Asparagus

Ring 01296 668175 at

the end of April for

availability and directions
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Water, water everywhere           by Andy Ashwell

WALKING in and around Long Marston recently it

seems to me that we get more than our fair share of

water related problems. Although global warming

may be responsible for the increases in wind, rain

and April snow, I’m not sure that all the village

aqua-batics are entirely down to nature. For in-

stance, the flooding last June was made worse by

the failure of the Chapel Lane sewage pump and a

leak in the road outside our house has been

“repaired” seven times in the last 12 months.

So it was no surprise to see Thames Water back in

the village once again. How-

ever, they weren’t here to sort

out the ailing pumps or the

ropey drainage but to replace

the decrepit and leaky water

pipes instead. I doubt that re-

placing a few shoddy, leaking

pipes will have any noticeable

effect on the area’s flooding

problems, especially when you

consider that the name Long

Marston comes from Mershton,

meaning Marsh Farm, given to

the village as a result of the

area’s fondness for flooding – a

bit of a giveaway really.

It appears that there are two

contrasting ways of finding wa-

ter leaks in this area. In Wil-

stone we saw two men arrive on

foot each carrying a long stick. They wandered

around the village stopping periodically to poke

one end of their stick into the road whilst putting

the other end to their ear to listen for leaks.

In Long Marston we saw eight men arrive in three

lorries loaded with pickaxes, shovels, wheelbar-

rows, pneumatic drills and tea pots. On a trailer be-

hind the third lorry was their pièce de résistance - a

green mechanical digger called Tara. By lunch time

Tara had made more holes than a moth in a wool

shop so they all stopped for tea and a well earned

rest.

And that’s how things stayed for the next two days

as work in Chapel Lane seemed to consist of a lot

of men standing and looking into a lot of holes.

Outside The Boot more men stood vacantly watch-

ing a standpipe spewing gallons of water into the

road and into the overflowing drains. It was only

when Florence started to splash about in their pud-

dles that any of them showed any signs of life by

gesturing at us to stop having fun and to move

along.

Despite all the water everywhere and the apparent

lack of any activity, a whole pallet full of bottled

water mysteriously appeared be-

side one of the holes. Perhaps

looking into holes is very thirsty

work or possibly a cunning mas-

querade for a covert, bottled-water

filling scam.

Either way, thirst or no thirst,

scam or no scam, after two days of

looking into the holes, the men

decided that the pipes were far too

old for them to replace, so they

upped sticks and disappeared leav-

ing their holes for the rest of us to

enjoy.

As we passed the last hole block-

ing the entrance to the old church

tower, I wondered if throughout

history sewage workers had been

in the habit of leaving big holes

full of water wherever they went. Was the old vil-

lage pond really a pond? Was there really a bomb

crater where the school now lies? Is Watery Lane

really a training ground for Thames Water recruits?

And was Ruth Osborne really drowned by a

screaming mob or did she just accidentally fall into

one of the Georgian Water Board’s holes?

We may never know the answers but it was three

weeks later when they eventually returned to sort

out the mess in Chapel Lane. All the holes have

now been filled and Tara the digger and the bottled

water are but a distant memory. However, judging

by the number of visits made to fix the leak outside

our house, I don’t think it’s a final goodbye but

more a case of “au reservoir!”

Illustration: Andy Ashwell
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Julie Nicholls 

Tel: 01296 660686 
Mobile: 07960 766418 

Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 

Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  
Fabric advice & room design 

PARLEZ-VOUS FRANÇAIS 
Or would you like to??? 

 

Private French tuition for beginners, 
intermediate or those just wanting to 
improve their knowledge of spoken 
and written French. 

 
Tel: Linda Ellis  01296 661136 

T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.

We also do turfing, grass cutting

and fencing.

All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167

Page 15

Brownies cream teas for charity at Easter
WELL, we had beautiful sunshine last year with the

tables outside. This year it snowed.

We got off to a very steady start, which was a bit worry-

ing as we had enough home-made cakes to feed an

army. But our luck changed. The sun sort of shone and

people flocked to the hall. We had them handing over

their cash on the tombola and rabbit raffle, persuaded

them to buy at least one Victoria sponge for later, and

of course the cream tea itself.

What was rather lovely was that people sat chatting,

eating and drinking for a good couple of hours. It was

all rather sociable. So despite the snow it was a great

success and I am very pleased to tell you that we

raised £1,100 which will be split between Cancer Re-

search and The British Heart Foundation.

I would like to say a huge thank you to my friends,

family, Brownies and Brownie Leaders for all their

help. You were brilliant. Thank you for your help.

And most of all, thank you to everyone who turned

out and supported this event. I thank you all for mak-

ing it a success.

I expect I’ll be back again next year. I’m thinking it

might be ploughman’s lunches, but don’t worry, there

will still be a table straining under the weight of all

those homemade cakes!

Everything looks so scrummy Photo John Painter Rachael Mead
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial

& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements

No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 

Mobile 07768 222127 

NEED A HANDYMAN!
House & Garden Maintenance

Get all Those Jobs Done
That You Just Do not Have Time For!

All jobs considered

Ref No Problem
(BTec, CITB qualified)

Reasonable And Reliable

Call Gavin on Tring (01442) 381306
Mobile 07731 047439

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and
wrapped for just £5 per Kg – with no minimum order.

Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers**

Call 01442 540082 or 07527 026579 

Email iron@domestikate.co.uk

Fully insured

www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply
*within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts

** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household

Domestikate Ltd 

Ironing Service 

Registered Number: 6379767

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122
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Free listings for your event!

VILLAGE NEWS offers free event listings to local clubs,

charities, churches and village hall committees to help you

publicise your local events. We will list your event in our

“Diary dates” column up to 12 months ahead of the event,

and this entry will be carried in every edition until the event

takes place. This gives people lots of notice and also helps

other event organizers by letting them see what else is being

planned in the weeks ahead.

We also offer free advertising for the event too! These local

organisations can have one advertisement per event in one

edition free of charge, maximum size one-quarter page. We

recommend that you place your free ad with us in the month

prior to your event date. If you want more insertions, or

larger sized ads, you can have as many as you like at a 50%

discount on our commercial advertising rates. Yes, 50%.

Currently, the commercial rates are: one-eighth page £10,

one-quarter page £20, half page £40, full page £60. But you

only pay half!

Village News is delivered to every home in Tring Rural par-

ish, which includes Long Marston, Puttenham, Astrope, Wil-

stone, Gubblecote and Little Tring. So it is a great way to let

people know about the event you are organising. Just email

details to the editor at editorwlmp@yahoo.com. If you don’t

have a computer or would like help to produce your event

ad, contact Phil Buchi on 01442 890599. No charge for this

service either!

Turning Point
The Mission Charity Chosen for May / June

I HOPE the only turning point you have encountered is

turning your car around or even a train engine. For many

people it can mean the beginning to getting their life to-

gether, and/or supporting family and friends to give sup-

port. TURNING POINT in Hemel Hempstead works with

adult drug and/or alcohol addicts, from a wide area, yes

even from our leafy Tring Team area.

Families and friends can be devastated - not knowing

which way to turn, to encourage their loved one to turn

their life around. A mind fuddled with problems, guilt,

alcohol and/or drugs, is not capable of making decisions.

This TURNING POINT effects every one of us to a

greater or lesser degree. Maybe you know someone who

needs help, either the addict themselves, or their family, or

maybe you just see the mess left in the street - horrible isn't

it ? This charity works on a shoestring, and so we shall be

holding:

A COFFEE MORNING with BRING & BUY on

TUESDAY MAY 20th at 10.30 am at 5 Hazely (junction

of Harcourt Rd. and Sycamore Road) close to Tring

School.

AFTERNOON TEA (by the kind invitation of Vanda)

on SUNDAY June 8th

at 94 Western Road, Tring, at 3.30 pm.

On both occasions delicious food, and if weather fine the

gardens can be enjoyed. We also hope the Manager or a

member of staff from Turning Point will be able to attend.

We hope you can find it in your hearts to attend both or

either of these events. We sincerely thank the Mission

Committee for choosing Turning Point.

Pamela and Clive Russell 01442 826533

Reader survey:

Village News in August?

DO you want an August edition of Village News? It was a

subject for discussion at the recent AGM of the village

magazine. The meeting decided to seek views from readers

and distributors to see if there was support for producing

an August edition. When Village News was re-launched

as a free-to-every-home magazine four years ago, it was

decided to produce 10 issues per year. August was left off

the schedule because the single editor at that time could

not manage it and get a summer holiday! But now we

have a larger editorial team we could put back August if

people wanted it.

We would like to know what you think. Please let us have

your comments by email, phone, write a note, or by just

speaking to a member of the team when you see them.

Contact details and the names of Village News team mem-

bers are at the top of the editorial column on page 3.

The AGM agreed that it was still not possible to produce a

January edition though, because of the practical difficulties

of producing, printing and distributing the magazine over

the Christmas holidays.

Phil Buchi

Weir awakening

ON about 8th April, Evan Kempster at Startops Farm

could hear cars going through water outside his house. It

wasn’t raining so he went outside to investigate. It was

obviously coming from a reservoir.

Living so close to the embankment I’m sure he did the

right thing when he phoned the British Waterways emer-

gency number. This was at 10pm. Man on duty arrived

to inspect and disappeared. Evan retired, to be woken by

man on phone at 5am. The outlet for the trout lake, Little

Tring reservoir, was blocked so water rose and went

over weir down ditches to Startops Farm.

Geoff and Bernard Double - the keepers - used to keep

an eye on the outlet. They didn’t want their trout escap-

ing. Bernard has finished keepering, Geoff has got a

keepering job on a big estate neat Nottingham with

house supplied. Well done him! Mr British Waterways

now has a new job - watch out Long Marston.

David Mead
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Recipe of the month            by Anna Ashwell  

Bill’s Squares

These delicious flapjacks are very quick and easy to make (even my husband managed to

make them) and offer a good substitute for the often inferior and overpriced commercial al-

ternatives. The Wilstone Toddler Group, both old and young, ate all our stock, so here is the

recipe so that everyone can now make their own:

Ingredients:

• 6oz (170g) wholemeal flour

• 6oz (170g) butter

• 6oz (170g) muscovado sugar

• 6oz (170g) mixed dried fruit (I use 2oz each of sultanas, raisins and currants)

• 8oz (230g) oats

Jam (we like plum or blackcurrant). You will probably need about half a medium jar

Equipment:

• Mixing bowl

• Baking tray, approximately 11” x 7” (28cm x 18cm)

• Baking paper

Oven preheated to180oC

Method:

Put all the ingredients into a bowl and mix together well with your fingers.

Line the baking tray with baking parchment. Spread half of the mixture evenly into the tin

and press down hard with the palms of your hands. Add a generous layer of jam evenly over

the base layer.

Add the rest of the mixture on top and again press down hard.

Bake in a pre-heated oven at 180oC for 35 minutes.

Allow to cool in the tin and then cut into squares to suit.

Letters...

BILL’S 

 

SQUARES 

 

Lovely 

 

Flapjacks 

Dear Sir,

I have read your article in your April news-

letter regarding the airfield development

applications made by Skim Milk Supplies.

Anyone who writes to the Bristol address as

you suggested will have their letters re-

turned, as mine has. The public right of

appeal ended on 31st July 2007. The cur-

rent appeal by Skim Milk Supplies is

against the Councils refusal of their appli-

cations. The only way anyone can make

their representations now is to attend the

hearing in Aylesbury on 20th May. I can

email you a copy of the letter I received

from Bristol if you wish

Regards

R J Pinion

Dear Sir,

Just a reminder that the

deadline for feedback on

the changes to flight paths

in our area is the 22nd May.

To see how it may affect

you go to:

www.nats.co.uk/

TCNconsultation; put your

postcode and the flights

affecting you will be

shown. You can click on

buttons to see maps of the

new and existing routes.

Regards

Jane Samways. Treasurer

PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury

Vale against Noise).

A Peasant’s Life

A BBC film crew visited the farm recently in con-

nection with an item “Christina - the life of a

medieval peasant.” They were comparing disasters

in her times with possible disasters today. This peas-

ant was the disaster. I take my hat off to the pre-

senter who stopped and started as the Luton planes

went over as if nothing had happened. Star perform-

ers were the ewes and lambs. The film might appear

on the May bank holiday.

Tidy tip

WHAT’S this about some (County) councillors

wanting to close the tidy tip at Gamnel Bridge?

Apparently they want the site for something else. To

me it is a well run site, well supported by the public.

Farmers know where some rubbish will end up. Pe-

titions were being signed in Tring on the 14th April.

By David Mead

By David Mead
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MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 

7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

LTD

�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES

�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX)

�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS

& SERVICING

�OUTSIDE LIGHTING

�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING

�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES

�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT

FINDING

�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION

�PART "P" APPROVED

�FREE ESTIMATES

TEL ...01296 712776

MOBILE ... 07966 309846

As If By Magic
Catering Services

Your complete one-stop-shop and hassle-free
solution to dinner parties, party food

and good food!

� Buffet and finger food for parties
� Dinner parties, large or small
� Children’s parties
� Themed food
� Home cooked meals for your freezer
� Affordable
� No hassle
� Wide range of menus and ideas
� Complete preparation, serving and clearing

up service
� You don’t have to lift a finger!

For more information, menu selections, references and bookings

call Jacquie Richmond on
01296 688475 or 07778 332003

or email asifbymagiccatering@hotmail.co.uk.

We shop, prepare, cook, serve and wash up
so you don’t have to!

Creating Gardens of  Excellence 
 

Maintenance Work 
 

Hedge Cutting 
Grass Cutting 
Border Tidying 

Weeding 
Spraying 

Rotovating 
Scarifying 

Leaf  removal 
Tree Work 

 

All work fully insured
Free estimates

Contact details
07506 447993



Page 20 May 2008

Village News

The agricultural story line... by David Mead

All mod. cons.

TODAY our new kitchens are so impressive. Mar-

ble tops, washing machines with endless pro-

grammes, microwave ovens that bleep at you, cup-

boards full of chemicals to

eradicate all stains and

blemishes. I was wonder-

ing what the new kitchens

of the 1870’s were like, in

fact when this house was

built at Great Farm, Wil-

stone.

What services were avail-

able? Precious little. No

running water, no electric

light, no gas in the villages,

no telephone. All heat

came from coal and wood.

Nowadays we have kitch-

ens and utility rooms. Then

there would be kitchen/

parlour and scullery. I can

describe the layout of the

scullery here. It had its

own outside door. Going

anti-clockwise round the

room: first, the impressive

pump. Michael Jowell from The Green, a metal

polisher, restored this force pump to its former

glory - all steel and brass. It was Charlie Double, as

a schoolboy, who came to the house and pumped

away filling the storage tank in the roof before he

went to school. This pump also supplied water to

the shallow sink, mounted on brick piers, and also

to the copper in the corner, fired from below. Next

to the copper on the second wall was a bread oven

and then a thick metal hot plate, again fired from

below with a swinging arm to hold kettles and

saucepans. In the second corner was another cop-

per. Along the third side was another sink with

pump. This one drew water from an underground

rainwater tank which still collects all the rainwater

from the roof. The water from the well about here

is very hard, almost impossible to get a lather from

carbolic soap. On the fourth side was a massive

plate rack. There must have been a mangle with big

wooden rollers, a scrubbed wooden table and a

cupboard for utensils and linen. The ceiling is

vaulted with a ventilator in the ridge. The flap can

still be operated with cord, much to the amusement

of young grandchildren. The floor was tiled and

sloped to an outside drain.

I’ve made a few enquiries in the

villages. I know that to get to the

scullery at Gubblecote Farm, you

had to go outside the back door be-

fore entering. The layout was al-

most exactly the same, with the

pump, sink, copper and fire. The

table had a coffee grinder screwed

to it. There was certainly a mangle -

a very dangerous machine! When

delivering logs to Chapel End

Farmhouse, Mr Bolton-Smith

showed me their scullery. Again,

although older, the set-up is the

same. The pump is just inside the

door. There is a beautiful bread

oven and flagstone floor. I men-

tioned all this to Angela Southern-

wood at Great Farm, Long Marston.

Surprise, surprise; the same set-up.

All four sculleries are on the north

side of the house. The family recep-

tion rooms were all on the sunny

side of the house. The scullery maids, wood split-

ters and other helpers stayed in the shaded side.

Here, there is a narrow back stair with swing doors

to seperate front from back. At Gubblecote Farm

there was a green baize covered door to do the job,

and at Chapel End Farm when the domestics retired

they had to climb a ladder for their straw filled mat-

tress. As a further sigh of the times the back gates

here had “Tradesman’s Entrance” on them to suit a

time when butcher, baker, grocer, knife grinder,

and other peddlers delivered their wares. The

butcher would leave his delivery in the meat safe, a

zinc gauze panelled cupboard on a cool outside

wall.

When I suggested that we sould keep some of the

fixtures because they were so interesting I was told

what a mangle would do! Beep! Beep! Was that the

cooker, microwave, washing machine, dishwasher

or tumble dryer as I climb the back stair?

David shows off his water pump
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,

Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter

Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,

for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  

Cattery, Wingrave.
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-

joying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 
 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
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The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter 

MAY-DAY
THURSDAY, 1ST MAY

St.Mary’s Churchyard – 6 A.M.
with The Ridgeway Chorale

Breakfast in Cecilia Hall 6.20 a.m.

The morning to have your alarm clocks set early to

listen to singing from the top of the Tower, followed

by a full breakfast – (Donations appreciated. Thank you).

Jumble Sale Report. A very grateful

thanks to everyone who braved the weather, espe-

cially the “Helpers” who stood out in the rain and

wind with only minimal shelter to sell the jumble.

But it was not in vain – we will have raised over

£800 when the final monies arrive. A wonderful

effort. Also, a special mention to everyone who

sorted during the week, and also cleared the left-

overs away to the “tip” (would you believe it) in

the snow !! I don’t remember a jumble sale that

was ever hit by such weather. A very sincere

“thank-you” to everyone.

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL, 
CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

Fancy having a part-time dog?
Become a host for a dogs holiday. There’s no emotional or

financial commitment. Great company and exercise. Visiting
dogs carefully matched to your home environment.

Instead of kennels why not send your dog on holiday too!
Select host families welcome dogs in to their own home giving

it full time one to one care.
Contact Esther Matthews on 01442 827237

esther.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials   
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   

Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-

testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae

and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive,

messy dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it !

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
.

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 
 

Vehicles Collected  
and Returned  

at 

No Extra Charge. 
 

MOTs Available on Site - Welding -  

Tyres - Wheels Balanced - Batteries -  

Exhausts - Diagnostic Tuning - 

Air Conditioning  

Servicing and Repairs  

 

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston
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Local names and numbers 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,

Startops End.

Your editor for June will be:

Colin Moore

01442 826976

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:

Colette Bernard

01296 661172

Deadline for next month is

Wednesday 21st May
for the June edition,

published on 1st June 2008.

We are on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Brian Rutt 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Emma Lennox 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 (new number)

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Rachel Mead 01442 823570

Cubs

Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

David Severs 01296 661021

Rector
Vacancy

Team Vicars

Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200

Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Neil Brown 01442 825956

Angus Munday 01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Colette Bernard 01296 661172

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Alison Munt 01296 662282

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 4459

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Wilstone Toddlers

Kerie Ivory 01442 822117

Women’s Institute

Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  

delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668526 
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Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site: www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:

01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.com 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments

Tel: 01442 826932 Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

carpets ● oriental Rugs ● upholstery 
 

High quality professional service 
Residential and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk  

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:

Statutory Accounts

Management Accounts

Budgets and Cash flows

Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll

CIS, Corporation Tax Returns

Personal Tax Returns

Tax Planning

Brensham Cottage

Malting Lane

Aldbury

HERTS

HP23 5RH

Phone:

01442 851962

Fax: 01442 851962

E-mail:

info@sarahbuttars.co.uk
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Tring Chamber Music 2008 by Paul Barritt and Josephine Horder

SOME readers may be aware that 3 years ago my
brother’s 2-year-old twins Betsy and William died in a
tragic accident at their home. Ever since then my
brother Paul and his wife Louise have been helped by
the 'Child Bereavement Charity' who have provided
incredible emotional support to them both.

I have witnessed the strength both have gained from
the help they have received. They both now work
closely with the Charity on fundraising events and also
provide support themselves to other families who have
suffered child bereavement.

Now to the real point of my article, my brother Paul
and myself have entered a team this year in the '24
Hour - 3 Peaks Challenge' on June 21st (Climb Ben
Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon in under 24 hours) to
raise funds for The Child Bereavement Charity.

If you feel you would like to sponsor me on this Chal-
lenge it would be very much appreciated. The most
efficient way of giving is via my personal page on the
'Just Giving' website which you enter via:-
www.justgiving.com/markwoodbridge. Alternatively
just pop a note through my door, any donation will be
greatly received.

For further information on the Charity please visit their
website:- www.childbereavement.org.uk

Thank You - Mark Woodbridge
67 Tring Road, Wilstone

THE 2008 season of Tring Chamber Music Concerts kicks off

in with a spicy and scintillating programme titled “Four Tan-

gos and a Bullfight,” featuring the charismatic energy and

musicianship of Roberto Carrillo-Garcia, Tenerife born dou-

ble bass star and principal of the Halle Orchestra. Remarka-

bly, Roberto is also a talented guitarist, and he will be equally

at home in Dvorak’s characterful Slavonic ‘double bass’

Quintet as well as playing Spanish Guitar in “Histoire du

Tango” by the Argentinian composer Piazzolla. Turina’s

smouldering ‘Bullfighter’s Prayer, and Mozart’s “Eine Kleine

Nachtmusik” complete this colourful programme…..almost!

There will be a parting surprise to send you home with a

smile.

This is the fifth season of Tring Chamber Music, which is

again packed with a variety of musical treats, and performed

by a dazzling array of world class musicians. Members and

former members of the internationally acclaimed Lindsay,

Endellion, Sorrel, Chilingirian and Allegri String Quartets

will take part. In the June concert we are proud to present

principal french horn players from Covent Garden, the Or-

chestra of the Age of Enlightenment and the London Mozart

Players.

In the final concert in Long Marston Church we will be joined

by violist Louise Williams in a programme of music for string

trio. The main work will be a powerful arrangement of Bach’s

Goldberg Variations, in which the independent voices of the

the three stringed instruments throw a fresh light on this mas-

terpiece. The atmospheric lighting of candles will again be a

feature of this event, which sold out last year so book early to

avoid disappointment.

“Four Tangos and a Bullfight.”
Sunday 25th May 7.30 pm

St John the Baptist, Aldbury

“Mr Mozart and his Horn”
Saturday 21st June 7.30 pm

The Church of St Peter and St Paul, Tring

“Beethoven’s Ghost”
Friday 11th July 7.30pm

The Court Theatre @ Pendley Tring

“Bach By Candlelight”
Saturday 20th September 7.30pm

All Saints Church, Long Marston

Programme details and ticket information: 01442 822 732,

jehorder@aol.com

Tickets: £12, Concessions £10, Under 18s free.

Season tickets: ‘4 for 3’ £36, £30; ‘3 concerts’ £30, £24

Cheques: “TCM Concerts” with s.a.e. to

1, Pendley Bridge Cottages, Tring, Herts HP23 5QU
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The Great Wilstone Easter Egg Hunt 2008 by Eileen Doley

EVERY year this event is sneakily tacked onto the last day of

the fantastic Festival of Easter long weekend, just when every-

one feels they cannot face any more chocolate or yet another

hot cross bun. This year the break came on almost the earliest

date possible and, as well as the attraction of a bunfight in the

kitchen, the organisers managed to arrange the weather to pro-

vide snowball fights outside. So instead of hiding the “eggs” in

the garden among bushes, fallen branches and shrubbery, over

500 were secreted in the church - on chairs, pews, in hymn

books, along the choir stalls and even up in the pulpit and on

the lectern. All but 5 were retrieved by those enthusiastic

youngsters who were plucky enough to turn out in the cold and

the snow, dragging parents along to join in the fun.

In the class for 6 years and under Ella Drury was the winner,

with Sam Rabagliati top in the 7-11 years old category - a feat

he’s managed to achieve two years running. Both were pre-

sented with large boxed Easter Eggs and in true Governmental

Political Correctness mode all entrants - class winners and near-

winners alike - received a prize. As there were no entrants in

the 12 years+ group the prize earmarked was later auctioned off

at the Tuesday Coffee Morning.

Thanks to everyone who supported this annual NON-fund

raising event (yes there is such a thing!) - to the children, their

supporters, the kitchen “staff”, donors of the refreshments,

other helpers and not forgetting Chief Organiser Jo Wood-

bridge.

Right:

Jo with the win-

ners

Ella Drury and

Sam Rabagliati

Picture by John Painter

Five Hundred flock to Tring-Rail 08 by Phil Buchi

OVER 500 visitors attended the Red Cross Hall in Tring to

see Tring-Rail 08, a model railway show staged by Tring and

District Model Railway Club as part of their 2008 pro-

gramme. Even though this is not a vast hall, there were eight

layouts operating as well as trade and club stands. The club

used the opportunity to demonstrate their own layouts - in

various

stages of

construction

- as well as

inviting other

societies to

take part.

There was

lots to delight

railway en-

thusiasts of

all ages, and

it was re-

assuring to

see that

model trains still fascinate young children. Club chairman

Geoff Travis said he was delighted with the turnout.

Founded in 1978, T&DMRC meets on Tuesday evenings to

work on their layouts and models, talk trains and generally

have a good time. Until recently they have been based at

Cheddington with the Scouts, but have now acquired a new

home in Tring. A converted office space within the Silk Mill

commercial site (Brook Street) provides them with a 400 sq ft

clubroom exclusively for their use. They are currently work-

ing on an 00 Gauge layout, Hinton Somerville, and an

N Gauge layout based on Rugby Central. Monthly running

nights are held so that members can run their own stock.

Talks and demos on model railway construction are also

held, and railway related days out are periodically arranged.

The club’s annual big event is the massive TaD-Rail exhibi-

tion held at Ashlyn’s School, Berkhamsted - this year on

11th October. 25 layouts from all over the country are

expected to be on show there as well as about 25 Trade

stands.

The club welcomes new members of all ages. If you would

like to go along and see for yourself contact Chris Hall on

01442 824350, or Geoff Travis on 01296 668476.

Lots to delight model rail enthusiasts
Picture Village News

Class 101 DMU leaves Fenham Lane, East Anglia.

00 Guage by Shaun Greet. Picture Village News



Page 28 May 2008

Village News

Countryside talk—featuring the Black Poplar by Abby Fermont

Village News annual report

THE AGM of Village News, held on 31 March, ap-

proved the accounts for 2007. These

showed that the village magazine

had made a small loss of £127 on a

turnover of £3,307 in the 12 months

which ended on 31st December

2007. Treasurer John Harrison said

that this loss was anticipated, in part

the result of a decision to produce

five editions with colour covers dur-

ing the year.

Though slightly reduced, reserves

remained adequate at £1,625 at the

year end. In 2008, five out of the ten

editions will again be produced with

colour covers as these are popular

with readers. As each “colour” edi-

tion cost an extra £100 to print, it

was not possible at present to pro-

duce every issue with a colour cover.

The AGM discussed ways of encouraging more people

to write articles for us on a regular or occasional basis,

particularly younger villagers, as some editions could

have done with more material. There was also support

for a suggestion to re-introduce an

August edition now that there is a

larger editorial team. Readers will

be consulted.

Chaiman Phil Buchi drew attention

to the good responses which had

been received when appeals for help

had been made during the year.

Two additional editors, Caroline

Beevers and John McCall had vol-

unteered and had been trained. John

Noakes and John Painter had also

come forward to report on Parish

Council meetings. He said that our

regular correspondents do a great

job supplying us with interesting

material, but there is room for new

contributors too. And we have 28

volunteer distributors who, every

month, make sure that the copies get

to every home in the parish. “It’s great to work with such

an enthusiastic team”, he added.

Get it wrong - Make my day!

Courtesy of Clint Eastwood and our editor

in chief .

ABOUT forty residents attended an evening event on the 4th

April to learn and share ideas of how to enhance and pre-

serve the special countryside that we enjoy in this parish.

There were display boards around the

room giving us information about local

conservation groups including the Butter-

fly Trust and Friends of Tring Reservoirs.

When we’d got ourselves settled down

we listened to a fascinating presentation

about our local Black Poplar trees, given

by the knowledgeable Margaret Noakes.

The Black Poplar project has been going

for ten years, but there is still much more

work to be done. This is the time of year

when these special trees are looking their

most spectacular, with their displays of

beautiful crimson catkins, examples of

which were dotted around the hall.

After this we were thoroughly spoilt by a

delicious pasta supper and superb array of

puddings, all made by the WI. Just as we were polishing off

the last mouthfuls, Mark Carter, from Countryside Manage-

ment Services gave a talk about the special features of the

local countryside and encouraged us, post-it notes and pens in

hand, to come up with ideas and projects which we would

like to see happen around the parish.

Mark then asked for any volunteers to help

manage these projects, or to help with

some of the spadework, and those willing

posted their names and contact details into

a dedicated bird box. There were some

great ideas; for example turning part of the

churchyards into wildlife sanctuaries, and

planting native bluebells at the Wilstone

Millennium Copse. It’s not too late to be

involved, if you’ve got a few hours to

spare or have any more project ideas,

please contact Mark at CMS on 01727

848168.

Thanks to the WI, Margaret Noakes, Mark

Carter, for arranging such an enjoyable and

productive evening.

Black Poplar Catkins

Photo John Painter


