
Village News

Village News: Puttenham, Wilstone, Long Marston, Astrope 

May 2006

&KXUFK�6HUYLFHV �

:KDW·V�RQ �

,Q�EULHI� �

3DULVK�&RXQFLO�QHZV� ��

5HFLSH ��

/RFDO�FRQWDFWV ��

,QVLGH�WKLV�LVVXH�

6SHFLDO�IHDWXUHV�
• 9LOODJH�9LHZ��
• (DVWHU�(YHQWV��
• 0HPRULDOV���
• $JULFXOWXUDO���
• *DU\�	�0LQW\���
• *URZ�\RXU�2ZQ���
• $QQXDO�UHSRUWV���
• 7KH�5HFWRU���
• :ULWH�IRU�9LOODJH�

1HZV��1HZ�DUWLFOHV�
ZHOFRPH�

Your village magazine -
delivered free to every home in 
Tring Rural Parish

Village News is supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

,QVLGH��0D\�%DOO�DQG�:LOVWRQH�)HWH�
IXOO�GHWDLOV��SOXV�RXU���SDJH�JXLGH�WR�ORFDO�HYHQWV

What are they talking about?  Your caption here!    Photo: Village News

Prize photo caption competition: win £10!

THESE  suspi-
cious characters 
were snapped 
idling their time 
away at the bar 
at Wilstone vil-
lage hall during 
the excellent 
Strictly Ballroom 
dance evening 
recently (see 
page 11).  What 
are thay talking 
about? 

£10 cash prize 
paid for the best 
caption sent in!

(Closing date:
20th May.)

Opportunity knocks -
is it for you? by our reporter at the stage door

HAVE you got the F(un) Factor? This could 
be your big opportunity. Wilstone village hall 
committee would like to stage an Opportu-
nity Knocks evening of local entertainment -
but need your talent and enthusiasm. Before 
confirming the event (provisionally booked 
for Saturday 21st October) committee mem-
bers want to know if there is enough talent 
around to make for a fun evening of local 
entertainment.  They have the stage, they 
have the lights - have you got the action?  

Have you always wanted to get up on stage 
and sing, dance, juggle, tell jokes or display 
some other hidden talent.  Party pieces wel-
come. You don’t have to be good, just ‘give 
it a whirl’ in the friendly atmosphere of the 
village hall.  Your friends will think you’re 
amazing. To book your place on the bill, or 
get more info, you need to ring Jill on 01442 
827891 or Maggie on 01442 890599 now.  If 
they get enough response they will stage a 
great event.  Come on - you can do it!
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any
of these services.

30 April
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

Team Worship
7 May

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

14 May
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

21 May
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

28 May
10.00am St Cross All Age worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

Guest Editor this month: Phil Buchi
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew, 

Colin Moore, Jill Walker
Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

WHAT?  Summer already?  Surely some mistake.  But 
the May Ball closely followed this month by Wilstone 
Village Fete certainly means that the season has turned.  
Mind you both events were hardly graced with decent 
weather last year - so ne’er cast a clout - but enjoy these 
great entertainments anyway.

Fran Flowerdew joins our editorial team this month as an 
assistant editor, and her first article is on page 28.  
Thanks for volunteering Fran.  You can imagine that we 
are all delighted to have an additional team member!  We 
would particularly like to have a ‘staff reporter’ from 
Long Marston to fill a gap in our coverage.  If you could 
write for us now and again, please get in touch.

Finally, I must offer sincere and abject apologies to Gary 
and Minty for publishing the wrong photo last month.  
The two lambs pictured in April were not Gary and 
Minty at all!  Sorry.  The pictures on page 19 of this edi-
tion are not them either, but they do at least have the 
correct captions - I think.

Phil Buchi
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Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing 
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition (June) 
is Friday 20th May 2006.

Phil Buchi will be your editor.

Your friends and relations all over the world can 
read Village News on-line.  Find us at: 

wwww.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’

All Saints, Long Marston
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Gubblecote - the attractive row of cottages in Lukes Lane is seen at its best in the afternoon sunlight.  This picture was 
taken towards the end of last year when the light was filtering through the branches of the trees.

THIS year’s Wilstone Fete promises to be bigger and better 
than ever before. The fun dog show will feature favourite 
classes as well as the ever popular sausage eating contest 
(details of all classes below).  This year’s Children’s Compe-
tition theme is Ice Age Art which I’m sure will be amazing 
(details for this also shown below).  In addition to all this 
children can come to the Fete dressed as their favourite ani-
mal and enter the fancy dress competition to be judged by 
Elvis (Alvin Printwistle) at 2.30 pm. Lavish catering will 
keep you going throughout the afternoon with the BBQ, teas 
and homemade cakes, as well the beer and Pimms tent.  You 
must try the chocolate fountain - new to the Fete but scrump-
tious and  wonderful. Also new to the Fete will be the duck 
race which will take place on the canal - Committee Member 
Jill Walker promises it will be bags of fun.  There will be our 
usual fantastic tombola, plant stall, the Hemel Hempstead 

Silver Band, homemade sweets and don’t miss the huskies -
a wonderful opportunity to see working husky dogs.  As ever 
there will be loads of stalls to amuse you all afternoon. 

Dog Show classes this year (entry form will be delivered to 
your door):
Class 1  Best trick
Class 2  Waggiest tail  
Class 3  Best child handler (up to 8 years old)  
Class 4  Best junior handler (9 to 16 years old).

The children’s Ice Age Art competition classes (entry form 
will be delivered to your door):
Under 7’s  - Ice Age picture or collage 
Under 11’s - Ice Age collage or model 
Under 16’s - Ice Age collage. 

Elvis will judge fancy dress at Wilstone Fete
(but the ducks are confined to the canal)
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Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 17 May    Long Marston village hall
Wednesday 21 June    Wilstone village hall

Friday 28 April
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm, 
Long Marston village hall.
Friday 28 April
“Cabaret comes to Tring School”, 8pm.
Saturday 29 April
Abba Revival Night.  Wilstone village hall. Tickets 
£15 from Wilstone village shop.
Saturday 29 April
LM Tennis Club - quiz night.
Monday 1 May
May Day at St. Mary’s, Puttenham, 6am. (Yes, 6am).
Friday 5 May
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm, 
Long Marston village hall.
Monday 8 May
Wilstone village hall AGM, 8pm.
Friday 12 May
Elvis Extravaganza, Chiltern MS Society, Wilstone VH
Friday 12 May
More than a quiz!  LM village hall 7.30pm. £7.50.
Saturday 13 May
May Ball, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham (LM&PHS).
Saturday 13 May
Aldbury Singers. 7.30 at St John the Baptist, Aldbury.
Saturday 20 May
Wilstone village fete, 2pm.
Sunday 21 May
Children’s bike event. 10.30am from Long Marston.
Friday 26 May
Market stall at Tring for St Cross church, 8.30am on.
Friday 9th June
Quiz Night Long Marston Village Hall.
Saturday 10 June
“Royal Garden Party” at the Old Rectory, Puttenham.
Saturday 17 June
Family Race Night, 7pm.  LM & W Brownies.
Sunday 18 June
Marsworth steam rally.
Saturday 24 June
Midsummer ramble. From Long Marston.
Saturday 1 July
International accordionist Alexander Korbakov  (of the 
Russian State Orchestra) in concert at Long Marston.

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society
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7KLV�HYHQW�LV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�	�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�DGXOWV�
&RPH�DORQJ�DQG�HQMR\�D�OHLVXUHO\�ULGH�RI�DERXW�
��KRXUV�DURXQG�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�DUHD��IROORZLQJ�
FOXHV�DQG�DQVZHULQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DORQJ�WKH�URXWH.
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This event is designed for children aged 14 and under. 

Competitors will be judged on the number of questions answered 
correctly without adult help.

Competent children may cycle without an adult only with the 
consent of their parent/guardian 

who will be required to sign them in at the start.

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 15 JULY

CAR TREASURE HUNT
starting at 2 pm from the 
village hall car park.

A drive around local lanes 
with a quiz en route.

1st prize - BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE
Entry £5 per car.

THEN THERE’S A

FAMILY BARBECUE
WITH ROUNDERS

from 4pm until 6.30pm
Burgers, veggie burgers,

sausages on sale -
bring your own drinks.

IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL 
AND ST.CROSS CHURCH FLOOR FUND



Village News

P a g e  5 M a y  2 0 0 6

Sunday 2 July
Family Games at Puttenham.
Saturday 8 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston.
Saturday 15 July (changed from 16th)
Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ, Wilstone village hall, 2pm.
Saturday 5 August
Long Marston annual village show, 2pm.
Sunday 13 August
St Mary’s, Puttenham, Patronal Festival.
Saturday 2 September
Jumble Sale at Astrope Folly.
Saturday 7 October
Strictly Ballroom for Fun. Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction - Puttenham Trust.
Saturday 21 October
“Opportunity Knocks!” for local talent. Wilstone, 8pm.
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.

����GRQ·W�PLVV�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�H[WHQGHG�JXLGH�WR�ORFDO�HYHQWV�
More than a Quiz -
Maybe more than a 

Challenge!  Are you up for it?

Friday 12th May
Long Marston Village Hall, 7.30pm

Tickets £7.50 (includes 2 course supper)
Bring your own drinks and glasses.

Teams of 6 - 8

Tickets available from PE Mead and Sons Farm 
Shop, Wilstone or telephone 01296 662097.

Proceeds will be divided equally between 
1st Wilstone and Long Marston Scout Group and 

The Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted.
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Wilstone Village Fete
Saturday 20th May 2006

See back page
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Aldbury Singers spring concert
SPRING is with us, and for the Aldbury Singers another 
concert on Saturday 13th May and another mood. This time 
an evening of "Gilbert and Sullivan", a miscellany of well 
known songs from a few of their operas, which probably will 
include some favourites of yours. Gilbert and Sullivan's mu-
sic and words never fail to entertain and delight performers 
and audiences alike, and we have enjoyed rehearsing for this 
concert. The date is Saturday 13th May 7.30pm at St. John 
the Baptist, Aldbury. No tickets, just come along on the 
night. An audience makes all the rehearsals worthwhile; and 
as for the choir "Gilbert and Sullivan" is great fun to per-
form. (Janet Ridgway)

Your plants needed for fete
ALWAYS one of the more popular attractions at the Wil-
stone Villege Fete - the plant stall usually raises a significant 
amount for the Village Hall Funds. But only with your help.

Each year dedicated Wilstonians and others contribute plants 
for the plant stall. Some are grown from plugs and seed es-
pecially for the stall, others come from cuttings, some from 
that packet of seeds that produced far more than you needed, 
and some from those clumps of the herbaceous monsters that 
you have been intending to split for years! All contributions 
are welcome - Bedding plants, Border plants and Shrubs, 
Vegetable plants, Herbs, in fact almost anything that grows, 
except Japanese Knotweed!

This year with the cold weather, we may find some difficulty 
in getting the usual range of bedding plants, and (B&Qs 
prices are difficult to compete with!) so would particular 
appreciate more of the herbaceous/perennial plants - if they 
are potted up well they usually sell very well, also we were 
asked for quite a few vegetable plants and especially Herbs 
so a variety of such is welcome if you have too many left 
over from those that you grew - if you know the type/variety 
let us know as some people do ask. The few that do not sell 
usually find a good home anyway.

Contributions can be delivered any time during the week 
before the Fete or on the Day, or if you would like us to 
come and fetch them we will gladly do so - just let us know 
size of wheelbarrow! Contributions can be to John and Janet 
- 1 Chapel End Lane 01442 824293; Colin - 1 Chapel Fields; 
or any members of the Fete Committee or Village Hall Com-
mittee.  (Janet Painter)

Grave robbery
FLOWERS were taken off more than one grave in Wilstone 
Cemetery over the Christmas / New Year period. Not only 
were the flowers taken but also the stainless steel pots. 
It is hoped that families will not suffer from the “sad” indi-

viduals again over the Easter holidays. If people are desper-
ate for a bunch of flowers may I suggest that they buy them 
for the normal outlets. (Name and address supplied)

Funky Flowers for the Hospice 
of St Francis 
HAVING completed a 26 mile walk 
last year for Breast Cancer Care, Jenny 
Mead (from Wilstone Farm Shop) and 
her friend Kim Baiden are taking up the 
challenge again this year to walk 26 
miles along the Grand Union Canal 
from London to Berkhamsted for The 
Hospice of St Francis.  Fund raising for 
good causes is always a challenge and to make it a bit more 
interesting Jenny and Kim are asking you to help them make 
a display of “Funky Flowers” at the Farm Shop. All you 
need to do is design a flower using a £1 coin for the centre 
and pin it to the display in the shop.  Be as colourful and as 
different as you like.  If you are stuck for ideas, just use this 
one, you don’t even have to colour it in if you don’t want to, 
we would just appreciate the £1 coin!

We know what a fantastic job the staff and volunteers at the 
Hospice do and if you could just spare £1 we know it will be 
really well used.   You could also support the Hospice and 
our local scout group by coming along to the Challenge 
Night (a bit like a Quiz Night only more active!) on Friday 
12th May at Long Marston Village Hall.  Proceeds from the 
evening will be split equally between the Scouts and the 
Hospice.  Tickets, available from the Farm Shop, are £7.50 
and include a delicious home-cooked two course meal.  See 
our display advert for further details or call Jenny on 01442 
823193 or Kim on 01296 662097.

News from All Saints
WE do hope that everyone who came to our Beetle Drive 
enjoyed their Sunday afternoon - we certainly did. It was 
wonderful to have so many families and friends with us, 
thank you for your support and donations towards the tea 
and raffle. We raised £140 for the Church funds. Fantastic!

Our cake stall at Tring Market on 7th April was also a great 
success and we are most grateful to everyone who donated 
cakes - we had a huge selection to sell and came home with 
a £313 profit. I must also thank those who helped on the day 
- Debbie, Kim, Jo and Mags and those who came and 
bought.

During May we are having two further fund raising events. 
On 1st May we will have a Football Tombola at Aldbury 
May Fayre - see you there - and on Saturday 27th May there 
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The Queens Head
Long Marston

Food served all day
12 noon - 9pm Monday to Saturday

Sunday Roast  12 noon - 5pm

Fullers Beers & Guest Ales

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 
MAYHEM!

Seven bands in the garden 
plus a Pig Roast.

Saturday 6th May 
Bull Frogs

Saturday 20th May
Brhmas

Saturday 3rd June
Tetratum

Saturday 17th June
Dr 8 Ball

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

1HZ�IRU������
Tapas menu RQ�0RQGD\�DQG�7XHVGD\�HYHQLQJV

is a walk around the Aylesbury Ring. Enquiries and offers 
of help to Carole Harrison on 01296 668526.

SATURDAY 27TH MAY -
WALK ROUND AYLESBURY RING

We shall start from All Saints Church at 8am to cover the 
36 miles (this should take 12 hours including stops) Please 
bring own food, a drink and adequate clothing (waterproofs 
etc). Cost is £5 per person. To sponsor or pledge a donation 
email night@astrope.fsnet.co.uk or phone Chris Nightin-
gale 01296 661801.  (All money raised goes to All Saints 
Church.)

News from St. Mary’s Church:
May Day - bank holiday Monday 
6am 1st May - St Mary’s Churchyard

AS is now the tradition, members of the Ridgeway Choral 
will be singing from the top of   St. Mary’s Tower  as from  
the stroke of 6 a.m. If you are new to this early-rising fea-
ture in our calendar, please do give it a try.  From approx. 
6.20 a.m., after the singing, a full breakfast is served in Ce-
cilia Hall (Fruit Juice, Kedgeree, Sausage/Bacon Rolls. 
Toast, Marmalade, Tea/Coffee). You will not go hungry 
after your early start to the day.

News from the Puttenham 
Trust: “Royal” Garden Party, 10th June

TO be held in the gardens of The Old Rectory (by kind per-
mission of Mr. & Mrs. Tom Wass). Commencing at 2.30 
p.m. with music from the Aylesbury Quartet.  Musical en-
tertainment will also feature The Jolly Jazzers, and 
“A.C.E”.  Full afternoon tea is also included in your ticket 
price, together with croquet and boules and childrens 
games.  Your chance to bet on “live” races (and also be a 
“jockey”) - 6 “horses” are ready and waiting to race on your 
command.  Also try your hand at “Play your Cards Right”.  
Bumper prize raffle.  Tickets - £6 adults; £3 children. Tel: 
01296 668337 for early sales.

LM school draw results
1st Prize £15 Ticket No: 74 Name: Pam Megaw
2nd Prize £10 Ticket No: 69 Name: Sally Smith
It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!
Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced 
subscription is available if you join during the year. All 
proceeds help our village schoolchildren. There are 2 prizes 
of £15 and £10 per month for 10 months plus Jackpot prizes 
of £50 in July and December. Ring the school (01296 
668386) if you wish to join.
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806
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Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com
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SEEK and ye shall find says the Good Book and that is just 
what over 30 youngsters did at the Great Easter Egg Hunt in 
the garden of Wilstone’s charming village church.  Held on 
Easter Monday morning the organisers had been busy since 
the emerging dawn (well that’s how it seemed!) hiding 635 
egg-shaped paper replicas in 6 colours all around the 
grounds.  Perhaps secreting some of them in nettle patches 
and holly bushes was a little unfair but there were dozens 
more in less daunting places, behind ivy on tree trunks and 
among the daffodils.

On offer inside St Cross were refreshments including plate-
fuls of hot cross buns, the chance to admire the Easter minia-
ture garden as well as the impressive floral displays, and  yet 
another competition to name the cuddly occupant of the 
cardboard rabbit hutch.

The results of the Hunt were  - in the 5-and-under group 
Isabelle Barnes who collected 20 pretend eggs, in the 6-9 
years category Kiera Lawless with 39, and  Eloise Moller in 
the 10+ year olds with a collection of 33.  Each winner was 
presented with a large boxed Easter egg, and every entrant 
had a chocolate egg to take home.  Oh, and the toy rabbit 
competition?  As nobody guessed its real name of Cottontail, 
a result was achieved by putting all the suggested titles to-
gether and the draw revealed him to be TROTSKY, named 
by toddler Bran’s family.

The many helpers were cock-a-hoop when all the essential 
elements of this (non-fundraising for a change) village event 
came together - perfect weather, good organisation and doz-
ens of cheerful competitive children (towing obedient par-
ents) who all made the morning such a vibrant success.

Exuberant ever-hopefuls excel at Easter egg excursion
by Eileen Doley

The seekers start the hunt at St Cross   Picture: Andrew Minter

THE weather was bright and sunny as 7 teams of youngsters 
(with their teenage helpers) combed the village for brightly 
coloured egg shapes on Good Friday afternoon. The winning 

team whizzed around Long Marston and found all the clues 
in 30 minutes. Every one had a great time and the children 
showed just how well they knew the important landmarks in 
their village. The event raised £70 towards our Comfort for 
Tanzanian Orphans appeal. This will all go towards helping 
to build an Orphanage in Tanzania. We are going over there 
in the summer of 2007 to help build the Orphanage and each 
need to raise £2000 in order to do so. We will meet a group 
over there and complete stage one of the building which will 
be started this summer. There are many orphans in Tanzania 
mainly because of the high rate of Aids. Tanzania has one of 
the highest death rates from Aids in the world.    

Later on in the year we are doing a 100 mile sponsored walk 
along the Grand Union canal from Birmingham to 
Aylesbury. We would be very grateful for your support. 

Quiz Sheet

Thank you to everyone who bought our Quiz Sheet. Thanks 
to your generous support we raised £120. The winner was 
Mrs. Gillie Russell Mann of Long Marston, who won a 
bottle of Champagne. Congratulations to her. 

Winners of the Easter egg hunt Paige Evans, Katy Pearce, 
Joanna Davis, Kaitlan Cochrane and team leader Becky 
Forest with their prizes.      Picture: Mags Severs

Comfort for Tanzanian orphans         by Emma Davis and Mike Tipson
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

7KH
&KDSHO�5RRP

:LOVWRQH
$�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�µ&U\VWDO�&OHDU¶�)DFLDOV�
$URPDWKHUDS\�DQG�6ZHGLVK�0DVVDJHV

+DQG�DQG�)RRW�WUHDWPHQWV
µ6W��7URSH]¶�WDQQLQJ

µ+LYH¶�ZD[LQJ
$�YDULHW\�RI�H\H�WUHDWPHQWV
*LIW�YRXFKHUV�DYDLODEOH

7DNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�D�����GLVFRXQW�
RII�\RXU�ILUVW�WUHDWPHQW

+HOHQ�/LVKPDQ
)XOO\��TXDOLILHG�

EHDXW\�WKHUDSLVW�DQG�DURPDWKHUDSLVW
��&KDSHO�)LHOGV��:LOVWRQH��7ULQJ�

+HUWIRUGVKLUH��+3����6/
7HO��������������

&KULV�*ULIILWKV
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

7HOHSKRQH�������������
0RELOH�������������

A BEAUTIFUL warm sunny 
evening, the smell of sizzling 
burgers, a cool drink, fantastic 
music from the popular musi-
cal shows and a spectacular 
fireworks finale.  The only 
part we can’t guarantee is the 
sun but the rest is all coming 
together for our Magic of the 
Musical, Party in the Park on 
Saturday 1st July.

The Friends of Tring School, 
in conjunction with the Tring 
School Music Department, are 

planning this exciting outdoor summer event for 1st July 
2006, to be held in the school grounds. Entertainment will be 
provided by the talented young musicians from Tring School 
with some help from the older pupils from local primary 
schools.

As well as providing a wonderful family evening to be 
enjoyed by everyone, we are hoping to raise considerable 
funds toward providing multi-media equipment in our pres-
tigious, new school hall which is not only used by the stu-

dents but is also available to the wider community.  It is a 
wonderful facility but unfortunately, at the moment, cannot 
be used to its full potential because of the lack of technical 
equipment. 

We have already received generous sponsorship from three 
local companies, Nash Partnership Estate Agents, P E 
Mead and Sons Farm Shop in Wilstone and Heygates.
We have also had numerous commitments from local busi-
nesses to take advertising space in our programme.  We are 
really very grateful to everyone concerned.  It’s not too late -
if you, or anyone you know, would like to be associated with 
the school through sponsorship or advertising, or you would 
like to donate a raffle prize, please do not hesitate to contact 
Kim on 01296 662097 or the school on 01442 822303.

Most of all - please come and support the event.  You will 
definitely have fun.  Tickets will be available from School, 
Dennis’s of Tring and P E Mead and Sons Farm Shop in 
Wilstone, priced just £6 for adults and £4 for students. 

If anyone has any contacts who could help us with the any 
of the following we would be very pleased to hear from you: 
Scaffolding, barriers, disposable plates/glasses, generators, 
flood lights. We are also looking for the help of a qualified 
electrician. Thank you as always for your support.

Magic of the musicals: a party in the park by Kim Baiden
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FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)
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THERE were high jinks at Wilstone village hall on Satur-
day 8th April as professional dancers Joannne and Gordon -
pictured below - once again put us through our paces with 
the waltz, rumba and other dances that I hope I’ll remem-
ber.  I can’t believe my feet were going in the right direc-
tion but I DID end up in the right place.  With the hall’s 
beautiful new floor and fab new lights plus (this time) a 
proper sound man, Matthew, who incidentally, along with 
his talented wife Emma, assisted with the dancing tuition, it 
all made for a perfect evening.  Not to mention the very 
reasonably priced bar and Maggie’s sausages.  

People came from all the villages in the Parish and some 
further afield.  Raffle proceeds raised £93 for Youth in 
Need in Tanzania.  All in all it was all great fun and 
a real bargain too.

Strictly ballroom 2
by Fred and Ginger

FOR yam lovers “MAY” makes an even easier anagram 
than, say, March for wearers of charm bracelets.  

Christians joyously laud Ascension Day, Holy Thursday on 
the 25th, and governmental magnanimity presents the faith-
ful and nullifidians alike with the May Day and Spring 
Bank holidays. 

The month’s derivation is generally thought to be associated 
with Maia, mother of Mercury the messenger of the gods.  
She certainly passed on a mixed bag of genes to her son as 
Mercury also became the Roman god of merchandise, theft 
and eloquence.  

May’s star signs still have Taurus lingering on for most of 
the month until the Gemini twins take over.  

Its designated flower is widely acknowledged as lily-of-the-
valley and its gemstone the emerald, a beautiful velvety 
green variety of beryl.

Month by Month by FACTFILE

May
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Good response rate for 
housing needs survey
THE survey of local housing needs in the villages under-
taken by the Parish Council has been completed.  The report 
prepared by The Rural Housing Trust has been sent to the 
Council and will now be considered by Councillors.  A full 
discussion will be held at the May Council meeting.  Dawn 
Slade, Clerk to the Council, said that there had been a very 
good response from local residents, with 30% of the survey 
forms returned.  This compares well with the average of 
25%. The survey had identified that there was a need for 
housing for local people already resident in the villages.  
Village News expects to carry full details of the report in the 
June edition.

Concrete crusher departs
Local residents have reported that the concrete crushing ma-
chine which had been the subject of an enforcement notice 
was seen to leave the Marsworth airfield site on a low 
loader.  The enforcement notice on the unauthorised con-
crete crushing operation served by Aylesbury Vale District 

Council came into effect on 27th March.   The number of 
heavy lorry movements to and from the site has also drasti-
cally reduced, with those that have been observed mostly 
engaged in removing materials from the site.  Decisions on 
the planning applications for the airfield, to which there have 
been a number of local objections, are now awaited.

Highway visitor
Cllr Nick Murrell continues with his efforts to get some of  
Hertfordshire Highways extra £10M road budget spent in 
this far-flung corner of their empire.  Highways manager 
Alex Hayward has agreed to meet him and tour our local 
roads on 25th April.  “I feel we are being neglected in this 
parish,” he said, and had prepared detailed maps showing 
where urgent work is needed to give to Mr Hayward.  Cllr 
Murrell has certainly put some time into establishing a work-
ing relationship with the officials, so let’s hope the effort 
pays off.

Memorial clean up
The Council are to let contracts for the cleaning and restora-
tion of the two war memorials in their care - at Long Mar-
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC        
Aluminium      Secondary   Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ston and Wilstone.  Curiously, maintenance of war memori-
als is apparently one of the few specific duties of a parish 
council set by Act of Parliament.   It may be possible to 
obtain a grant for up to half the cost - so Council Chairman 
Cllr Mike Tomlinson has been burning the midnight oil to 
fill in the application forms.  To do this he had to search 
through Council records going back as far as the beginning 
of the last century to get all the information needed on the 
application.  “A fascinating experience,” he told the meet-
ing - a little wryly I thought!  What is just as amazing is that 
the records are all still there after all this time.

Mobile library just keeps on 
moving
Hertfordshire library service have been unmoved by the 
Councils request to reconsider the new stops and timings 
for the fortnightly visits of the mobile library.  But they 
have agreed to move it again - so the Long Marston village 
stop is now in the Queen’s Head car park instead of outside 
the school, thus removing a cause of serious congestion.  
Library users are said to be benefiting from the longer 
stops, giving them more time to browse.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Ferment  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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Recording the memory of those who died - let’s do it now

WHY is the name of Private Robert Frederick Winter not 
inscribed on the Wilstone war memorial, even though he is 
buried in Wilstone cemetery?  This question at the Parish 
Council meeting led to an investigation to find out.  Thanks 
to the internet, the answer was soon obtained.

Private Winter, 1st Battalion, The Oxfordshire and  Buck-
inghamshire Light Infantry, died in 1944 age 21 and has an 
official war grave headstone in Wilstone cemetary.  It ap-
pears that his army record showed that he was from Aston 
Clinton.  So his name was recorded on the memorial there -
and it is.  So the question becomes - why then was Robert 
Winter buried at Wilstone?  Possibly because his family had 
moved to Wilstone by the time he fell in battle?  Does any-
one recall, and are there any members of his family still in 
the area?

Dawn Slade, Clerk to the Parish Council, has suggested that 
we should record the stories of those who gave their lives -
not just their names - while the information is still available 
from relatives and local records.  If you would be interested 
in leading a project to make such a record - let Dawn know 
(01442 824138). 

On a wider scale, a huge project is underway under the 
guidance of the Imperial War Museum to record and pub-
lish on the internet a complete record of all the UKs war 
memorials, including the names of all those commemorated 
upon them.  A great deal has already been accomplished, 
but much is yet to do - not surprising considering the vast 
numbers of records to be checked and transcribed onto 
computer.  Called the United Kingdom National Inventory 
of War Memorials it will take some years to complete, but 
you can see the work done so far at www.ukniwm.org.uk  
At the moment the entries for Long Marston and Wilstone 
give details of the war memorials, but the names have not 

by Phil Buchi

yet been added to the file.  This work builds on that of an-
other excellent project, the Roll of Honour, which can be 
seen at www.roll-of-honour.com. A search of this site 
reveals full details of the Wilstone memorial, including a 
photograph and some information on each of the men com-
memorated.  The Long Marston memorial has yet to be in-
cluded.

At Long Marston the memorial is in the form of a Celtic 
granite cross and was made by Messrs Newman, Harper and 
Chandler.  The costs were met by public subscription.  The 
cost of the masons’ work is not recorded, but £400 was paid 
for the site.  The memorial was unveiled by Lord Roths-
child at the dedication ceremony held on 7th August 1921.

The Wilstone memorial, also a Celtic cross is made from 
Cornish granite placed on a base of Derbyshire Gritstone.  
It appears that the Cornish granite was sourced from the 
footings of a swing bridge on the Wendover Arm of the 
Grand Union Canal.  If anyone knows different - we would 
be interested to know.  The mason was a Mr Hobbs, and the 
work cost £133. 1s. 4d.  It was unveiled in a ceremony held 
on 2nd October 1921.

If we could record the stories of those whose names are 
commemorated here before they pass from memory it 
would make a valuable addition to making sure we do not 
forget them.  Get in touch if you want to help with this.

We acknowledge the information provided for this article by the two web 
site projects mentioned, and recommend that you have a look at them.

Right: 
the Wilstone 
memorial made 
by Mr Hobbs 
and unveiled on 
2nd October 
1921.

Left: The grave of Pte. 
Robert F Winter at 
Wilstone cemetery.  Why 
was he buried there?
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7KH�DJULFXOWXUDO�VWRU\�OLQH��� E\�'DYLG�0HDG

LAST month I was remembering tales from the big field at 
Gubblecote.  This month I’ve jumped the ditch and hedge 
into Harrages, a 12 acre, sorry 5 hectacre, field.  Like so 
many fields on the farm it was a grass field until the 1939-45 
war. We’ve grown arable crops since.  This year it is down 
to oil seed rape.  Hopefully the field will be a solid yellow 
when this is read.  The pigeons have been in attendance all 
winter but the crops seemed to have survived. A new shorter 
variety has been tried, high yielding and easier to combine -
we’ll see. 

No one seems to know 
about the name Harrages, 
some say it was linked to 
Hawridge.  It was spelt 
Harrage in 1719.  I know 
some villages, Buckland  
and Drayton Beauchamp, 
had links with common 
grazing on the hills above 
Tring.

My earliest memory is of 
hay making.  The hay was 
turned with a horse drawn 
machine.  I gathered the 
horse disliked this tedding 
machine, probably be-
cause it flicked up stones 
with the grass.  The grass 
was handled in bulk, 
loaded on to carts with 
pitch forks and then off loaded on to a rick.  Building up the 
rick was a skill in itself.  Keeping the hay consolidated was 
important.  Sometimes a horse was kept on the rick and 
walked round and round as the hay was put in place.  When 
up to the edges a heap of hay was put by the rick and the 
horse was lowered on ropes.  If rain threatened a large tar-

paulin was dragged up and with poles erected over the rick.  
I don’t expect the weather was any more helpful than it is 
now.  If the hay wasn’t quite dry it would heat up, at best 
you would end up with mouldy hay, at worse it would catch 
fire.  Long spikes, with a barb, were pushed into the rick, to 
test its condition.  Sometimes holes were cut down to let off 
the heat.  Anyway the rick I watched being built caught fire! 
All that effort.

Harrages is another awkward shaped field with only 2-3 
straight bouts down the middle of the field.  A bout being the 

area of  land  covered by 
a machine going down 
the field and coming 
back.  The land covered 
going just once down the 
field was a drift.  This 
bout is not to be confused 
with bouting up pota-
toes!!

Which brings me round to 
ways children could earn 
some money.  Helping 
with the potato harvest 
was one.  There was a 
penny bounty on rats tails 
and squirrel tails.  Mr 
William Woodman, a 
retired farmer, who lived 
with his sisters in
Lonicera Cottage, New 

Road, was in charge.  A wonder how many old boot laces 
got counted as rats tails, in the summer elder flowers were 
collected and apparently poppy petals were also required.  
We could certainly grow poppies on the gravel fields, 
though I shouldn’t think early retirement on the proceeds 
was possible. 

Haymaking with horses at Harrages

A tedding machine, similar to the one described by David Mead 
Photograph: John Painter

Alphabet anecdotes:   Aunty 'ain't 'arf abject

Austere aunt Agatha, aka A A Amesbury, author and actress, actually ached as August atrophied and autumn approached 
affecting all alfresco activities.  Advancing an arthritic arm, aunty alerted Alexander, an aged Alsatian awkwardly ambling 
alongside.  Aggie averred atmospheric adversities are an annual affliction, and assiduously avoided advice about arboricul-
tural abstinence.  Accelerating apace and admiring aubrietia, aquilegia and assorted antirrhinums awhile, Agatha assisted 
Alex aboard an armchair, all animation absent - ah, asleep!   

(More examples of this sort of pleasant literary nonsense are most welcome.  Ed.) 
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CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250
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0�'�635,1*�$8726
KDYH�PRYHG�WR�QHZ�EXVLQHVV�SUHPLVHV�

$OO�PHFKDQLFDO�UHSDLUV
9HU\�FRPSHWLWLYH�SULFHV
$OO�ZRUN�JXDUDQWHHG

9HKLFOHV�FROOHFWHG�DQG�UHWXUQHG� �
QR�H[WUD�FKDUJH�

027V�DUUDQJHG�� ZHOGLQJ��
EUHDNGRZQV�� ZKHHOV�EDODQFHG��

W\UHV�� EDWWHULHV�� H[KDXVWV��

)XHO�LQMHFWLRQ�
VHUYLFH�

Phone or fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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Gazette knows a good story
but you read it first here in Village News!

WE were delighted to pub-
lish on our front page last 
time the delightful wed-
ding photo of readers Mal-
colm and Janice Burton on 
the Routemaster bus.  Our 
editor for April, Colin 
Moore, knows a good pic-
ture when he sees one!  
Clearly, so do the people at 
the Gazette,  and two 
weeks later the picture and 
story appeared in their 
Tring and Berkhamsted 
edition.  Like you, they 
read it first here in Village 
News.  Great! Gives me an 
excuse to run it again!Picture: with acknowledgement to 

The Gazette

‘Lisa Olforp’ all mixed up over 
April’s canal water-slide story
SEVERAL readers have mentioned that they unravelled  
our correspondent Lisa Olforp who wrote the item in our 
April edition ‘New route for canal extension’.  The article 
described the construction of a giant water slide for canal 
boats to enable them to traverse the Startops End reservoir. 
Well done! Crossword enthusiasts will have noticed that 
Lisa Olforp is no more than an anagram - for April fools.

If you were looking forward to the spectacle of the boats 
shooting down the slope - sorry.  We made it up.

Bogus parcel delivery scam

TRING Crime Prevention Panel have warned of a bogus 
parcel delivery scam being operated nationwide.  Residents 
are asked to be aware.

If you receive a card through the door from a company 
called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) saying that they have 
a parcel awaiting delivery and you can contact them on 
0906 6611911, then do not call that number.  It is a mail 
scam originating from Belize.

If you were to call the number you would hear a recorded 
message, and you would have already been billed £15 for 
the phone call.

If you receive a card with these details what you should do 
is to contact  Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655 or your 
local Trading Standards office.  The fraud is under investi-
gation by the Royal Mail, and by the telephone watchdog 
ICSTIS.  

1st Wilstone and Long Marston Cubs at the camp fire

Cubs learn the art of the 
camp fire - the proper way

CUB leader Tony Short runs an ambitious programme on 
Wednesday evenings, including many outdoor activities.  
On this evening, in the dark before the clocks changed, the 
Cubs learned the art of the camp fire - the proper way.  As-
sistant leader Ross Kemp had them scouring the hedgerow 
for fine dry kindling and then produced a tiny flame from a 
few sparks.  After much coaxing, huffing, puffing and cajol-
ing a respectable fire started to emerge.  Amazing.  The 
reward for success at fire lighting?  Sausages for all! 
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I SUPPOSE the arrival of this season’s new lambs must be 
the big event of the month.  Bo-Peep arrived with three tiny 
little fellows, all were triplets, or should say they were each 
the third lamb of two brothers or sisters which means the 
shepherds take away the third baby and either hand rear it or 
discard it.  These three were lucky to come to our little gath-
ering and if at all possible Bo-Peep would pull them through.  
It was not to be, and two of the very small ones didn’t make 
it through the week but Alfie, the bigger of the three, made it 
and was very pleased to have an-
other friend delivered the very next 
day, who happened to be a sister 
friend who is called little Mo.  They 
both lived in Bo-Peep’s kitchen for 
a couple of weeks until they were 
big enough to come to the farm.

This has made them very dependent 
on Bo-Peep who they follow around 
the yard and garden like little dogs.  
In fact Ed and Bertie like nothing 
better than being in their pen and 
playing “let’s be chased by the 
lamb”, and have already had a few 
butts for their pains.  Being so little 
they have to be bottle fed four times a day, and to see them 
demolish a bottle of milk is a wonder to behold.  The record 
so far is 15 secs for a quarter litre.  Little Mo holds the re-
cord and when she is finished she tries her best to suckle in 
on Alfie’s share.  Now they are bigger and eating solid food 
as well as their milk we expect them to catch up to our size 
in no time at all.  They do seem very partial to the odd pansy 
flower and can nip out a flower head quicker than Bo-Peep 
can shout NO!!  No doubt more about these little ones in 
future months - they are certainly the central attraction wher-
ever they go.

Now what have we been up to?  I 
guess we had better own up to be-
ing a bit naughty, but there again it 
is spring and time for a bit of high 
jinks.  The other morning when we 
went out into the field with Miss 
Nina and Po we decided to have a 
bit of fun at the expense of the 
ducks and geese.  They all live in 
the orchard but can come out into 
the field, but we can’t get into 
them.  No trouble, a good butt on 
the lower bar of the sliding rail 
fence, out pop the screws holding the brackets for the bar 
and through we go into the orchard.  Now Mrs Goose is sit-
ting on a clutch of eggs while Mr Goose is very protective of 
her, and decides to have a go at us flapping his wings and 
running and hissing at us, making a terrible fuss and we just 
wanted to have a bit of fun.  But after dealing with the swan 
those couple of months back a goose was no trouble.  We 

gave him a bit of a rough house chasing him around the or-
chard, with ducks and chickens running, flying and squawk-
ing all over the place.  Bo-Peep said it was like a rugby 
scrum and had to rescue Mr Goose from the fence where he 
was well and truly stuck.  We had a good telling off and sent 
packing into the field, but it was good fun while it lasted.

I do remember last month telling you that the horse dentist 
was coming to sort out old Po’s teeth because he couldn’t eat 

his hay very easily.  My, are we 
glad our teeth are all right.  The 
dentist had this contraption like a 
jaw clamp with a ratchet bar.  Po 
had to open his mouth for this thing 
to be put inside resting on his front 
teeth top and bottom then the clamp 
was ratcheted open locking Po’s 
mouth wide open.  Whereupon the 
dentist had this great long rasp 
which he rubbed and rubbed away 
at Po’s teeth tops and sides until the 
areas were flat and even, checking 
with his fingers to see if they were 
OK, that’s Po’s teeth not the den-
tist’s fingers!  This all took about 

twenty minutes, all this time Po just stood stock still without 
a blink of the old eyelids.  When Bo-Peep asked the dentist 
if he thought Po was over twenty years old he replied that 
twenty-five would be nearer the mark.

After this performance it took Po about three days before he 
was able to chew his hay without it rolling out of his mouth 
like a big fat cigar.  He is now quite happy munching away, 
but he does have this habit of taking a mouthful of hay then 
dipping it in his water bucket before he chews it for the regu-
lation 32 chews as we were told in our youth.

Po has also had an outing this month to 
the entertainment world.  He was re-
quired on a training exercise for a film 
set at Leavesden.  This is where the 
birds and animals are trained for film 
work.  His purpose was to allow goats 
and birds to get used to horses for their 
next big film shot.  He was quite happy 
to go in the lorry and wander around a 
paddock with other animals and birds 
flying near him - one patch of grass is 
really like any other to Po.  For an 
aged pony he is now having a wonder-
ful time and here’s hoping to a few 

more years yet.
A story for our next diary is our film shoot at Shepperton 
Studios when all us sheep and lambs set off at the crack of 
dawn for a day down the mines.  Just to let your minds work 
on that one for a month.  So until then with a bah and a bleat 
to you all.  Gary and Minty signing off.

Little Mo (left) a lamb’s tail ahead of Alfie

Little Mo and Alfie (right) on parade

New lambs disturb the peace  Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary and Minty



Village News

P a g e  2 0 M a y  2 0 0 6

$�5HVWDXUDQW�WKDW�SULGHV�LWVHOI�RQ�WKH�
IDEXORXV�H[RWLF�WDVWH�RI�DXWKHQWLF�,QGLDQ�

KRPH�VW\OH�RI�FRRNLQJ
%DQTXHWLQJ�(YHQLQJ�(YHU\�7XHVGD\�1LJKW

$�ZRQGHUIXO�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�GLVKHV�RI�\RXU�FKRLFH�
IURP�WKH�PHQX������SP�WR���SP�

2XU�)DEXORXV�6XQGD\�%XIIHW
$�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�GLVKHV�HYHU\�ZHHN

���QRRQ�� �SP

����/RQGRQ�5RDG��$VWRQ�&OLQWRQ��
%XFNLQJKDPVKLUH�+3����+6

7HO����������������� �������������
ZZZ�VKDDGUHVWDXUDQW�FRP

2SHQ���'D\V�D�:HHN�IRU�OXQFK�	�GLQQHU��
LQFOXGLQJ�%DQN�+ROLGD\V

���QRRQ�� ����SP�	�����SP�������SP

([FHOOHQW�7DNHDZD\�6HUYLFH
����'LVFRXQW�IRU�D�/LPLWHG�3HULRG

3UREOHP�ZLWK�\RXU�ZLQGRZV"
� 'RXEOH�JOD]HG�ZLQGRZV�RU�GRRU�XQLW�EURNHQ��

RU�LV�WKH�VHDO�GDPDJHG"
� :DQW�WR�FOHDQ�WKH�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�JODVV�EXW�

FDQ
W"
� :DWHU�JHWWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�GRXEOH�JOD]HG�XQLW"
� $OO�PLVWHG�XS�LQVLGH�WKH�XQLW"
� +DQGOHV�	�+LQJHV�UHSDLUHG
� &DW�IODSV�ILWWHG

*XDUDQWHHV�RQ�DOO�XQLWV�ILWWHG
9LVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�IRU�D�IUHH�RQOLQH�HVWLPDWH�

2U�ULQJ
01296 630650 WR�DUUDQJH�DQ�DSSRLQWPHQW�

:ZZ�6PDVKLQJ:LQGRZV�FRP

New for 2006!

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

THOSE early potatoes will be showing soon and the new shoots 
can easily be damaged by frost, so cover them up or pull soil up 
over them to keep them safe. It’s time to get the small seeds in 
and there is so much choice. If you have got a small piece of 
land I would go for the early or all season varieties. The ground 
needs to be prepared by raking to level and break down the soil 
to a fine tilth. Put that line out for straight rows and push it well 
down. Keep to the sowing depths and spacing on the seed 
packet. Make the drill by running the top corner of the rake 
along the line. Try short rows with crop like radishes spring 
onions and repeat sowings every 2-3 
weeks otherwise everything will come 
at once. You can sow these seeds fairly 
heavy whereas beetroot, carrots and 
parsnips and the like need be sowed 
thinly. As a general rule you can trans-
plant most leafy plants including beans, 
but root vegetables do no transplant 
well and have to thinned out their final 
growing distances. An old trick to get 
an even spread along the drill is to mix 
carrot seed with dry sand. Once sown, 
carefully cover the drill with the fine 
soil and if you’ve put the line in deep this will be covered as 

Protect lettuce seed-
lings with their own  
pop bottle greenhouse 

well and for that final little touch as you lift up the line it 
will leave a little drill showing where your finest are!. 
Use sticks with labels to mark the ends of the rows. Peas 
are a must, this year I’m trying a self supporting type 
grown in 4 foot squares with a repeat sowing at 3 weeks. 
Plant in flat bottom drills and firm the soil down over the 
pea seeds. 

A row of garlic is worth a try but make sure you get a 
spring sowing type, some are a bit frost sensitive. You 
can also put in French and Runner beans soon, tradition-
ally runners are sown direct into ground on 12th of May, 
but you can also put them in pots now and transplant 
them after the risk of severe frost is over. Runners and 
climbing French beans will need supporting with wig-
wams of 6 foot canes, wires or heavy sticks and its best 
to get these up before planting. Try some sweetcorn, 
ideal for the barbecue, again sow pots on a window cill 
or direct into the garden. I find for about 20 plants or so 
they do better in a tight block and I have recently been 
reducing the spacing to about eight inches after seeing 
farmers growing maize at around 3 plants  to the foot.

So get at it and you soon will be reaping the benefits. 

Grow your own by Fred Planter
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales � *RRG�)RRG�� &KLOGUHQ¶V�0HQX
Children’s Play Area � 3DWLR�� &DU�3DUN

�RII�WKH�%����
QHDU�7ULQJ�DQG�
$VWRQ�&OLQWRQ�

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

5HYLHZHG E\�5HEHFFD�:DVV���
I HAVE been away recently, and so I haven’t been able to 
get to any of the gigs that have been happening locally, how-
ever, I have had more time to listen to mainstream music, in 
particular the new Corinne Bailey Rae Album, which cur-
rently sits at number ten in the album download chart, hav-
ing shot straight to number one earlier on this month!

Corinne has created what I would describe as the perfect 
summer album; it is chilled, relaxing and easy to listen to. 
Even when we are getting some of that wonderful English 
weather, this album will make you feel like you’re on holi-
day. Corinne’s voice is not spectacular, but it is soulful and 
she has an incredible writing talent. She also creates the ma-
jority of the music herself playing piano, percussion and 

guitar, her husband playing the sax. 

If you haven’t already bought this album, I strongly recom-
mend you do, your summer will not be the same without it! 
Also, check out the (ex Verve front-man) Richard Ashcroft 
album, ‘Keys to the World’, which is also fantastic and fea-
tures beautiful ballads such as ‘break the night with colour’.

Alternatively, if you don’t want to totally chill out this 
spring/summer, the Queen’s Head is hosting MAYHEM, an 
afternoon of music in the garden on Monday 1st May! It 
starts at 12.30 and the bands are Owen the Destroyer, The 
Last Hurrah, Players Full Strength, Kirwin, Cerberus, Al-
hambra and Dr 8 Ball. Finally we have a festival!

THE summer months 
of 2006 will be the 
third concert season 
for Tring Chamber 
Music, presenting 
three varied and ex-
citing programmes.

2006 being the 250th celebration of Mozart’s birth year, we 
will be honouring his extraordinary legacy in our first concert 
in Aldbury Church. The major works will be Mozart’s well-
loved Clarinet Quintet and his Duo for violin and viola in Bb. 
You will have the rare opportunity of hearing his little known 
but beautiful unfinished Allegro, also for clarinet quintet 
(completed by Robert Levin). As contrast, we include Stra-
vinsky’s brief and characterful pieces for solo clarinet and, 
adding a satirical touch, Schnittke’s ‘Moz-Art’ for two vio-
lins.

Divertimenti Ensemble returns to Tring Church with an eve-
ning of string music from, or inspired by, Italy. As antipasti 
the beguiling sweetness and sunny charm of Boccherini will 
be set against the operatic yearnings of Puccini. The main 
course will be Tchaikovsky’s ‘Souvenir de Florence’ sextet, a 
ravishing work, rich in melody, colour, and striking contrasts.

In our final concert in Pendley Theatre we throw the spot-
light on Beethoven, whose ‘Archduke’ Piano Trio has ever 
been a favourite. The evergreen ‘Spring’ Sonata for violin 
and piano, and Beethoven’s own tribute to Mozart, his Magic 
Flute Variations for cello and piano, highlight the expressive 
power and variety of his chamber music.

Saturday 20th May, 7.30pm, Aldbury Church
MOZART CELEBRATION CONCERT

Neyire Ashworth, Paul Barritt, Sophie Langdon, Jonathan 
Barritt and Josephine Horder

Sunday 18th June, 7.30pm, St Peter and St Paul, Tring
ITALIAN SERENADE - Divertimenti Ensemble

Saturday 15th July, 7.30pm, Court Theatre @ Pendley
BEETHOVEN EVENING

James Lisney, Paul Barritt and Josephine Horder

Tickets: £12, £10 (conc.), under 18s £4, (Season ticket: £30, £24, 
£6) Cheques to TCM concerts, 1, Pendley Bridge Cottages , Tring 
HP23 5QU. For further information tel: 01442 822732, jehor-
der@aol.com Professional Chamber Music On Your Doorstep.
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26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through with an 

experienced and sympathetic counsellor.
Ring in total confidence.

01442 822351
Mobile 07778 802748

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.
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Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

)RU�DOO�SURSHUW\�UHSDLUV�DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH
BUILDING � 32,17,1*�� *877(5,1*

PAINTING � */$=,1*�� 7,/,1*
PATIOS � 3$7+6�� )(1&,1*

PLUMBING� %/2&.('�'5$,16�
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�VPDOO�WKH�MRE�
FDOO�IRU�D�IUHH�TXRWH

7HOHSKRQH��������������RU�������������
6%+�����/DNHVLGH��7ULQJ��+HUWV�+3����+1
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“This has really got to be the easiest dessert ever. There isn’t even any 
cooking involved !! So no excuses, even if you haven’t tried any of my other 
recipes give this scrumptious pudding a whirl. Simple ingredients, easy to 
make, looks good, tastes great …… what more can you ask for ????
Oh, and probably not too many calories either.”

:+$7�<28�1(('
450g (1lb) fresh raspberries or 350g (12oz) frozen raspberries, defrosted
finely grated rind and juice 1 orange
4 tbsp orange liquor (optional - see below)
450-700g (1-1½ lb) strawberries
50-75g (2-3oz) caster sugar
4 oranges for decoration

:+$7�<28�'2
1. Either work the raspberries through a sieve or puree in a blender and 

sieve to remove pips.
2. Stir the orange rind and juice into the puree and add liquor (if using).

3. Hull and halve the strawberries (slice if large).
4. Place a few strawberries in the bottom of 4 individual glasses or 

bowls and sprinkle with sugar to taste. Pour over a little of  the sauce.
5. Layer each glass in this way until all the ingredients are used.
6. Decorate each glass with a twist of orange and chill for at least 2 

hours.

I think the liquor is only “optional” if you are serving to children. 
It’s a MUST addition for adults! 

SPRING has sprung with positive results. Firstly we must 
thank the Village Hall Committee for donating the raffle 
money from their Strictly Come Dancing Evening on the 8th 
of April. 

Earlier in the day, had seen us with another hugely success-
ful and well attended jumble sale.  For all those who missed 
it, the next one will be around late November. Spring being 

the time of Easter, has resulted in well over 150 Easter 
bunny packs sold and we have to thank our top sales man 
Bob Findlay for such a marvellous effort.  (If you're short of 
a market trader we can hire him out!!!)

A total of £657 has been made. A big thank you to everyone 
concerned. 

Great result for Youth In Need Tanzania by Vanessa Iley

E\�-DQH�.HOO\
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AZURE POOLS 
& HOT TUBS

Your local dealer for
� SWIMMING POOLS
� SAFETY COVERS

� POOL ENCLOSURES
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 

(we deliver to you-same day service available)
� HOTTUBS 
� SAUNAS

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR 
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL 

SHOWROOM
(private sessions by appointment)

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY 
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE 

CONTACT US!

01525 223127 or 07957424106

or visit us at
UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES

THE late actor, Richard Harris, evidently formed a group 
called Alcoholics Unanimous so that “if you don’t feel like 
a drink, you ring another member and he comes over to 
persuade you”.  Whereas predictably Robert Louis Steven-
son took a more expressively literary view that “wine is 
bottled poetry”.  What then to make of a 17th century British 
clergyman who once opined “A drinker has a hole under his 
nose that all his money runs into”.

»  If you drink, don’t drive - don’t even putt
»  Never accept a drink from a urologist
»  He talked with more claret than clarity
»  I only drink to make other people seem more interesting
» An alcoholic is someone you don’t like who drinks 

as much as you do
»  A hangover is the wrath of grapes
»  When the wine is in, the wit is out
»  Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder
»  In wine there is wisdom, in beer there is strength, in 

water there is bacteria
»  Beer doesn’t make you fat, it makes you lean -

against bars, pole, tables. 

48,5.<�4827(6�
12��������ALCOHOL
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Cllr Mike Tomlinson, Chairman of Tring Rural Parish 
Council, gave this annual report to the Parish meeting held 
on 15th March 2006 at Wilstone.

2005 witnessed a landmark occasion in the history of Tring 
Rural Parish Council.  The presentation of the Parish Plan 
was the result of diligent research and analysis by the work-
ing group.  Your Council agreed to take the lead role in im-
plementing the findings of the Plan.  The favourable and 
supportive comments received underline the importance of 
the Plan for the future development of Tring Rural.  Con-
gratulations and thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
project.

This annual review is but a snapshot of the activities of the 
Council.  The reality is an agenda of many issues wide rang-
ing and challenging.  

The Council approved funding for the renovation of the 
flooring at Wilstone Village Hall.  The additional funding 
required towards the cost of levelling the football pitch at 
Long Marston recreation ground has been secured with a 
grant from the Football Foundation.  Work is scheduled to 
commence in Summer 2006.

The Council continues to represent the concerns of residents 
through action and consultation.  Major concerns range 
through industrial site and Luton Airport development, vol-
umes of heavy goods traffic and the resulting worsening 
conditions of our roads, planning and enforcement issues. 
Progress is ongoing but frustratingly slow.

Progress in other areas is more promising. The programme 
of improving access to footpaths continues with encouraging 
results.  The launch of the Parish Council website is immi-
nent.  This will provide an additional information and com-
munication tool.  A community led objection to an Opera-
tor’s License application was successful.  Work on the BMX 
cycle track at Long Marston recreation ground has been 
completed. 

Councillors have continued to attend out of Parish meetings 
to represent community interests. My thanks, as Chairman, 
go to our Village Warden for his valued contribution in 
maintaining a clean and tidy parish.  To our Clerk for her 
high standard of administration, expertise and valuable ad-
vice.  To my fellow councillors for their support and the 
time, effort and interest, freely given on behalf of the resi-
dents of Tring Rural Parish.

Annual report from the Chairman of the Parish Council

Village News chairman Phil Buchi presented the following
annual statement to the AGM held on 3rd April 2006.

IN December 2005 we completed our second year, and 20 
editions, as a free-to-every-home village magazine. A big 
difference behind the scenes in 2005 was that we had three 
editors, and the job rotated month by month.  Colin Daven-
port and Colin Moore were the additional volunteer editors 
who helped spread the load considerably, at the same time 
putting the editorial side on a much more robust footing.  I 
am pleased to say that the arrangement has worked very 
well.

Over the 12 months the number of items sent in for publica-
tion by a growing band of contributors continued at the high 
level of the previous year - though new items and new writ-
ers are always welcome as they help to maintain the broad 
appeal of the magazine.  When we asked for more volunteers 
to help with deliveries we had a big response, and all gaps 
were quickly filled.  These are both good measures of sup-
port from the community.

Advertising revenue increased by 23% to £2,656 even 
though rates remained the same and we did not actively sell 
new advertising.  It is great to have this support from adver-
tisers, as this revenue met 80% of costs in 2005. The editors 

consider that the density of advertising is now probably as 
high as it should be in our standard 28 page edition.  We 
could not fund the magazine through advertising alone 
though, and we are grateful to the local organisations who 
have supported us directly with donations.  In 2005 they 
were The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society, 
Tea at the Tower, and The Puttenham Trust.  

Headline figures from the accounts are:
Income              £3,524
Expenditure          £3,339
Surplus for the period  £    185

At the discussion following the AGM on Monday 3rd April 
we will consider what further improvements we can make to 
Village News over the next 12 months.  There is always 
room for new ideas, and there are still potential readers out 
there who we have yet to tempt beyond the front cover.

May I acknowledge the time and effort put in by all mem-
bers of our team; particularly Colette Bernard (advertising), 
Carole Harrison (distribution and secretary), John Harrison 
(treasurer), Serena Williams (technical help), the editorial 
team, and - most importantly  - the large band of distributors 
and writers.  

Village News annual report and accounts for 2005
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AS I write this in mid April, the news has not been good.  
The war in Iraq continues.  The television coverage is more 
than thorough with reporters and camera personnel travelling 
with combat troops.  There are times when the scenes from 
the middle of the desert are all too vivid and clear.  

The images may be clear, but the circumstances are blurred.  
I don’t know who the “good guys” are in this conflict; I’m 
not sure who is “winning.”  As the war rages on, so does the 
rhetoric about weapons of mass destruction, moral necessity, 
the United Nations, new governments, opinion polls about 
who is for and who is against the conflict...and the claim and 
counter claim about the body count.  

If you aren’t overwhelmed by those statistics, here are a few 
more: there are 304 references to armies, 226 to war, 249 to 
battles, 147 to troops, 19 to ships in battle, 79 to officers, 13 
to generals, and 41 to spying.  The body count is in the hun-
dreds of thousands.  It’s not CNN, BBC news, or a newspa-
per report.  These are the number of references in the Old 
Testament to the reality that human beings don’t get on well 
with other human beings.  Sections of the Old Testament are 
filled with military strategy, the account of bloody battles, 
and the consequences for the winners and losers. In the New 
Testament, Jesus is born in a small country occupied by an 
overwhelming military force and governed by foreigners.
As human beings we often have a tough time living together 
without hurting each other. I’m sure we would all like God 
to stop the killing!  

Of course, as we watch and read about the war in Iraq, there 
are wars and conflicts going on around the world.  People 
are dying in Palestine and Jerusalem, Korea, Somalia, Co-
lumbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Northern Ireland, Eastern 
Europe, and the list goes on.

God doesn’t make us start, and God won’t make us stop.
One of the greatest blessings is our free will to determine 
how we will live our lives, what our relationship will be with 
each other, who we like, who we want to stay away from, 
who we want to help, who we want to hurt, and how deeply 
we want to follow our faith.  We have the choice and we 
have the opportunity to make those decisions.  Some of us 
fight our own private wars of hatred and bitterness against 
our personal enemies...battles that have raged for years.  
Sometimes the weapon is the silence of not speaking to 
someone, at other times the attack is made with gossip, ru-
mour, and lies.  Of course, in those personal battles we know 
confidently that we are the good guys...
Maybe we don’t murder anyone, but some reputations and 
relationships have been killed.

Our prayers are for peace, for the end to violence, for repen-
tance and for repair of relationships.  Our prayers are not for 
good guys or bad guys, but for the people who are being 
killed, and the families whose lives and homes and hopes are 
dying.  As we pray for peace, may we live with the peace of 
Christ.

Frank Mercurio, Rector

The news has not been good

Wonderful 
flowers for 
Easter services
Our picture shows just one 
of many beautiful flower 
arrangements with which 
local parishioners decorated 
their churches for the Easter 
services.

These flowers, at St Cross 
Wilstone, were provided
and arranged by
Mrs Evelyn Seaton.

Photo: Jill Walker

“P.S.A”

Pleasant 
Sunday 
Afternoon time again... 

3pm Sunday 7th May.

Our theme this time is the celebration 
of the four “home” nations.

As always, St Mary’s Church
Puttenham is the venue for an after-
noon of national music, story and 
song, followed by refreshment.
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/RFDO�QDPHV�DQG�QXPEHUV�
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Tom Evans 07736 225 293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 4459

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

7KDQN�\RX�««�
7R�DOO�RXU�YROXQWHHU�GLVWULEXWRUV�ZKR�KDYH�
GHOLYHUHG�WKLV�9LOODJH�1HZV�WR�HYHU\�KRPH�LQ�
WKH�SDULVK� 'LVWULEXWLRQ�HQTXLULHV�WR�

&DUROH�+DUULVRQ����������������

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for the June
edition will be:
Phil Buchi
01442  890599
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Friday 20th May 2006
for June edition, published on 1st June.

We are on line at:   www.wilstone.me.com
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Wilstone Village Fete & Fun Dog Show 

2pm SATURDAY 20 MAY 2006

The Alvin Printwhistle Experience presents(OYLV�at 2pmto rock the fete open

2pm
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I’D like to introduce you to Berkley, a 26 year old shire horse standing 17.3 
hands high.   His claim to fame is that he is the first horse in the world to 
have a contact lens fitted!  He damaged his eye one day when out hacking 
in the woods.  A branch scratched his cornea and this resulted in it becom-
ing ulcerated.  After endless hours spent with our vet it was decided that his 
eye had to be removed because it was causing him so much pain.  Then a 
wonderful man called David Cantor came to his rescue!!!!   He is a contact 
lens specialist who normally worked with humans but had just branched out 
into the animal world and had already fitted a lens to the eye of a lion and 
an eagle.  He agreed to try to do the same thing for Berkley.  

Berkley was a great patient – he has a wonderful gentle nature and some-
how seemed to know David was trying to help him.  His eye was measured 
and at last the day came when the lens was fitted.  This lens wasn’t going to 
enable him to see again, but it was going to allow the eye to heal underneath 
it – at least he didn’t have to have the eye removed. He had to have several 
fitted because he used to rub his face against his stable or a tree and out it 
would pop.  So David used to arrive on a regular basis equipped with a 
lovely cheese sandwich for Berkley and would lovingly and patiently re-
place the lost lens. . . it worked!!

Eventually the eye healed and although it is grey in colour as opposed to 
his other lovely big brown eye, he didn’t have to go through the trauma of 
an operation.  

The first horse contact lens by Fran Flowerdew

Berkley - now managing without his contacts


