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In the early hours of the morning all the ‘SuperStars’ secretly got together for a photo

Special features shoot.
Sally’s recipe THIS Easter saw 25 movie and TV star
WI News scarecrows taking to the streets and in
Tring School the front gardens of Wilstone!
Garden tips
Sudoku The scarecrow competition was the 1st
Planning Matters  1¢ of this year's SOCS (Save Our
Black Poplars Community Shop) fundraiser events.
Vicarage
QR codes With due consideration to Covid
Dandelions compliancy and life's limitations we
Shop History thought it would work well during the

Easter school holiday.

Never did we imagine the success you [
would make it! ' THANK YOU' to all 25
scarecrow designers, for their support,
enthusiasm and imagination.

We depend on readers’

From Tom Cruise to Shrek, Gordon
Ramsay to Jaws, Frayed-Fred Astaire to
The Gruffalo to name but a few!

.......... Continued on page2

The winner from Wizard of Oz and

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone
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Scarecrows continued from page 1
You gave many people something to smile and talk about,
bringing a buzz to the village.

'"THANK YOU' to everyone who came to see our
scarecrows, vote and donate so generously. An amazing
£714 was raised, 179 votes were cast with only 14 votes
separating the top 3!

In 3rd place was 'Grommit', designed and created by Jill
and Peter.

In 2nd place was 'Jaws', designed and created by lan
And in 1st place the winner of the Prosecco and Lindor
Easter egg was.......

'"The Scarecrow' from The Wizard of Oz, designed and
created by Blake, who had even painted his own yellow
brick road!

CONGRATULATIONS!!

We hope to see many of our scarecrow stars being titivated
and attending The Wilstone Open Gardens on the 25th of
July, as long as they haven't been eaten by mice!

What theme shall we do next year?

2nd place was ‘JAWS ¢ by Ian

Editors comment
I wonder if I was the only one to see all superstars get
together for that early morning photo shoot ?

I was more than a little taken back when I looked out of my =
bedroom window in the early hours and caught sight of
Dark Invader partly hidden by a tree. Since he has

disappeared, I must say that [ quite miss him. Dark Invader from Star Wars

Village News
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Our Churches

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

Editor this month: Colin Moore
Editors
Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall
and Colin Moore.

email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB
Phone: Colin Moore 01442 826976

Distribution Manager
John Taylor 07940 206056
Finance Manager & Treasurer
Keith Fox 01442 825846
Advertising Manager
Amanda Russell 07444 747010
email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com
Team organiser
Jean Fox 01442 825846
Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk

This month saw for the first for over a year of what I hope
will be many more Village events. Themed Scarecrows
popped up (socially distance of course) everywhere in
response to the Village shop fundraiser Easter event. It seems
a little unfair to refer to these creations as scarecrows! They
were more like pieces of art or cartoons.

We have all received out packets of seeds to help to decorate
the village gardens for Open Day. I must admit I have yet to
plant mine, but they are on the list for next week. A few days
in the propagator and they will quickly pop up.

On the planning front there is quite a lot going on at the
moment and it is very easy to take your eye of the ball, so I
have written a review of what is going behind the scenes so to
speak. You can read it on page 19.

I hope you enjoy his months edition of Village News there is
plenty for everyone read and it is good to see that we
continue to attract new advertisers not forgetting those who
have been with us for many years.

Please note that hese services could change so please check
online at https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news-events
or phone the Rectory on 01442 822170.

For any Zoom links please contact
jane@tringteamparish.org.uk

We also will have live streamed services online so please
take a look,

Please remember you MUST book for live services and Face
Coverings MUST be worn in church.

2 May — Easter 5 - 10.00am — Holy Communion service at
All Saints, Long Marston.

4 May (Tues) -10amMorning Prayer — St Cross, Wilstone.

9 May — Easter 6 - 3.30pm — Holy Communion BCP — St
Mary’s, Puttenham.
- 6.00pm — All Saints Evening Prayer on Zoom.

11 May (Tues) - 10am Holy Communion cw — St Cross,
Wilstone.

16 May 2021 —Easter 7 10.00am — Morning Prayer at All
Saints, Long Marston.

18 May (Tues) 10am — Morning Prayer cw — St Cross,
Wilstone.

23 May 2021 — Pentecost -3.30pm — Evensong at St Mary’s,
Puttenham.

- 6.00pm — Holy Communion cw at All Saints,
Long Marston.

25 May - (Tues) - 10am — Holy Communion cw -St Cross
Wilstone

30 May 2021 — Trinity Sunday 10.00am — Holy Commun-
ion service at All Saints, Long Marston.

The next edition will be for May 2021 and the
deadline for items for inclusion is

Wednesday 14 April

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

St. Cross, Wilstone.

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.

You can always find a copy of Village [u]fs[m]
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me

Village News
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What's on and what's not on

May 2021

Diary Dates..

Wednesday 12 May

Wilstone Village Hall AGM 7.30pm
Sunday 25 July

Wilstone Open Village

Saturday 7 August

Long Marston Show

Saturday Sunday 19 - 20 June
Wingrave Open Gardens

Wilstone Village Hall Committee
hereby give public notice of the

Annual General Meeting

to be held on
Wednesday 12th May 2021 at 7:30 pm.

Should Covid-19 restrictions allow, the
meeting will take place in
Wilstone Village Hall.

If not, it will take place via
video conference, in which case,
please go to
http://wilstone.org/hall/committee/

Victory Hall

Long Marston
...back in business from 17" Mayl

Ideal for: meetings, cluks, classes, parties, [ve music
and theatrical productions,

All enguiries to: Gillie Mann

012895 BEASAE aillizmeznni@amail.com

Community Shop Wilstone
Lockdown opening hours
Monday-Friday 9.00 am—12 pm
Saturdays-Sundays9.90—12 pm

The Wilstone film night season has been a wash-
out for all the reasons we are only too well aware
of. But we look forward to welcoming you back
in October. No scheduled films yet though, that
will be later in the year. So here are the dates for
your diary:

Friday October 22nd
Friday November 19th
Friday December 17th

Films will be announced via this magazine and
tickets will be sold via the community shop.

Would you like deliveries?

Mark Wheeler — Milkman — milk eggs bread etc - 07850
329560

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc — 07842
426793

All of these outlets will deliver

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all sorts -
01442 825667 or email fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com

Mead’s Farm Shop deliver for over 70's and vulnerable,
pet foods

info@pemeadandsons.co.uk

Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta, and rice
www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver with 15% off using
NIGHTIN20- - https://www.cookfood.net

Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg
Call Vanessa 07921 172642

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover - for awesome cheeses-
& deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296-585022

Wild & Game - delicious! https://www.wildandgame.co.uk

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://
www.donaldrussell.com

You can always find a copy of Village [u]qs[x]
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me

[=] e,

Village News requires a
Junior Editor

If you are young and looking for a challenge or a way you
can get involved with your local community drop an email to
Paul Lovis via editorwlmp@yahoo.com

This could be your big break in journalism!

Village News
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Wilstone Qpen Village and
Open GGardens event has how
moved to Suhday July 25th

Just @5 o procautian ggainst any delays o the govermment’s lockdown plan;g it has Been decided e moyve
Fhee e nl caey by s Tewie sk, S0 el plaaneriogy aeod argarrisalion goes inbahis cwenl, thal il owesaled b

wory disagpoiniing Lo howe Lo cascel i,

= O the day of the
svent, the road
through  the  wil-

fgre is wlosed and
o inad with stalls,
" zzlling ar  pro-
. moting sl sott= ot
=2 praducls anil
CalReA

Thiz iz 3 buzy event creating a really happy atmaos-
phere in the villgge, and judgirj_-:‘- ROAD
TEm o cEmments  Tram previousf : O
vear's staltholders, iz rewardisg AHEA
both for our charitable causes and
for stall helders.

CLOSED

Wanld vau like @oalolld Pledse cosacl D0l lher by
email at walkersandbrocki@igmailonm o call
0F 798 godiad I

ALL YOU CAN EATI

Burgers, pizzas, vegetarian, chios,
S m wraps—i preal varivy ol faog
27 offerings to keep yougoing

B at the Half Moon!

Village News Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Problem with your windows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, or
is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted.

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 +o arrange an appointment today!

//

. service.

Try our window cleaning .
Ea‘:ymgm 534780 for more deta“?', B

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING e GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk

CURTIS CARPET SERVICES

Parsons Lane, Bierton
&l types of carpeting supplisd & fitbed
ot eocellent pabes.
&daptions - Domestic & Contrack

Bhane Dovid Curtis: 1286 482652

kielsile: OTT732C0054
Wiy Beny Shop Pricas?

Village News
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GREENS

F BERKHAMSTED

Professional Carpet Cleaning

07884 058795

@) JAZZERCISE

Online and In Person, morning. cvening and
weekend classes in Cheddingtan, Pitstone,
Tring & Wilstone

wawy. jazeercisebbh.com
To book your spot, contact Keri
Q7900 987230 or jazzercisel@hotmail.co.uk

Solution No 148
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Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Save The Date: Saturday 7™ August
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Open Water Swim

Join us for our first ever Open Water Swim
challenge on Saturday 15 May 2021.

Taking place at Merchant Taylors' Lake,
Hertfordshire, this beautiful fresh water lake is an
ideal venue for seasoned swimmers or those who

have always wanted to try open water swimming.

The event offers three different challenges:

e 400 metre untimed family swim perfect for adults and children
e 400 metre timed swim for the competitive swimmer
o 1,500 metre timed swim for those who really want to challenge themselves

Entry to any one of the three events costs £28.50, or £35 for an adult and child to swim.

We're looking forward to welcoming you to this unique event, helping us to raise funds to
continue providing our hospice at home service in the local commumty

Contact info@renniegrove.org or sign up here

@i%ﬂ;& Rennie Grove Hospice Care Registered Charity No: 1140386

Care based around you

Village News
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The Queens Head

Long Marston
Food served
® Thursday, Friday 5-9pm
’ Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm

Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music
01296 668368

*Tax-free
Ofsted rated vouchers,
Good’
December *30Hours and
2016. County funding
registered.

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Termtime Tuesday 9-3pm Term time
Thursday 9-3pm Termtime Friday 9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk

firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road,
Long Marston HP23 4QS

Tel: 07925185311

Kumen's maths and English
“study pregrammes &7 failored
to yous enile's indivicual nseds,
nurturing their ncependenoe
and eelbasasm o lesrnirg,

Te unotk your chid's owsntisl,
COTIELIYCU” 0% NI P
akmsAzzessnEnt.

Tring Study Centre

Lenise: Ogebnen 01825 378 840

KUMON

Village News

May 2021

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

Odd Job Man.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

L - L
+* katietod ¥,
L dEIME] HELLTH GHD KELLEFIHG ‘:

Gzmiie bz ples s pp ol pour dog s

phveimland menkalhealh reoosenyand rehabl| Eabon,
using massage, phoiodherapy, acupressera 2ndrelili=chrizuss.

* halz resaramiealEr A [onkiuncdm atd mosikly
el il cadomaimely ard proeslepsibos psinrbyl
v e gelieaing lohelpoair sgmsoyer fasled o i
= Balpes g b enndisns seci eshipdesglicda saidarticide
s kaleludcos  el: OTSESER91T

I meaam S s Troin el hezrie it 1 g WA ken, ar | i e i o i

GREENS

OFBERKHAMSTED

Professional Oven Cleaning

07884 058795

as = Lipholstery »

Flioorboard Rencvation * Owven Cleaning

wiww.greansofberkhamsted.com

F R JEFFERY & SON

Coal Merchant

Smokeless Fuel
Kiln Dry Logs
Garden Compost

Merchant

Delivered To Your Door

Contact Us On: 01296 661258




Page 9

Secrets of simplicity

THERE really is nothing better than making something that
looks complicated but is, in fact, exceptionally easy. Not to
say that it looks flashy, rather that the skill involved is not as
much as people may think.

I had a great aunt who was a talented knitter and whose
speciality was the thick white Arran jumpers which had
cabling on both front and back. I would marvel at the speed
and dexterity she showed as the needles seemed to create a
pattern in front of my eyes, based solely on a weird series of
letters and number — K3, P7, rpt to end etc. [ tried to
replicate her skill and managed to present my Father with a
jumper as a Christmas gift; he duly tried it on and, much to
everyone’s amusement, I realised that one arm was longer
than the other and it reached down to his knees! I have
improved a lot since then and can now produce a reasonable
shawl and have an array of fingerless gloves to choose from.

For many of us, our initial attempts at something new are
cringe worthy and best forgotten, but we can always learn
from them and strive to get better at whatever new skill we
are attempting. I’m sure that every Masterchef winner or
Bakeoff champion has a ‘burnt offering’ or a ‘soggy bottom’
memory somewhere. There is often one dish that, no matter
how often we try, we simply cannot master and get to the
stage where we don’t even try because we already know what
the end result will be like, whilst another person can perfect
the dish on their first attempt and wonder at your inability to
do the same. I personally am incapable of making vol-au-
vents whereas my bestie considers them the easiest thing in
the world. After many years of trying I have now totally
given up on this and no guest to my home will ever be
offered this most simple creation! Life is just too short!

One thing they may be offered is risotto; I love making a
risotto because it is simple, elegant and delicious. It can be
an accompaniment or the star of the meal, and really is easy

May 2021

by Sally Smith

to prepare. It is a great Italian classic that never fails to
satisfy and Risotto alla Milanese is one of the best examples
of the genre. This particular recipe is one of Delia’s, which
means it’s guaranteed to be successful.

Risotto alla Milanese

Ingredients:

340ml/ 12 fl oz risotto rice

110g / 40z butter

Y5 tsp saffron threads

1 medium onion, finely chopped
75ml/ 3 fl oz dry white wine

1.2L / 2pts simmering chicken stock
4 tbsp grated Parmesan

2 tbsp bone marrow (optional)

Method:
Melt half the butter in a saucepan, add the saffron
and let the heat draw out the flavour for one minute.
Add the chopped onion and bone marrow (if using)
and cook over a low heat for about 10 minutes until
the onion is softened.

Stir in the rice and cook for a minute or two before
adding the wine and seasoning. Stir gently once,
then simmer over a low heat, without a lid, until the
liquid has been absorbed.

Add the stock gradually, allowing each addition to
be absorbed before adding more, until the rice is
creamy and tender. Stir regularly to prevent the rice
from sticking to the bottom of the pan.

When the rice is cooked, remove the pan from the
heat and stir in the remaining butter and Parmesan.
Cover and allow to stand for 5 minutes before
serving.

Is your cat dinning out for free?

This adventurous feline is spending an increasing amount of time
in Chapel Fields. There isn’t really any time of day or night when
we don’t see him. So Wilstone residents — particularly the Chapel
End Lane and The Mill end of the village, do you recognise him?

He is a medium-sized male with no collar and looks quite fit (so
probably 3-6 years old) and is extremely fast — particularly when
we catch him in our kitchen, so we assume he is being fed
somewhere other
than impromptu
banquets round ours

He has some
distinguishing

1 features: like an
orange nose, vague
tabby markings on
body — almost grey, eyes quite close together and a shortish tail usually horizontal
when he walks — not curved up or down.

If he belongs to you — please get in touch on 01442 823765 (Frank or Anna). We
have some stories to tell of his antics and habits including video footage of him
entering our house whenever the kitchen door is open and eating all the food in our
cats’ bowls!

Village News
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From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting

Annual Parish meeting

The TRPC meeting held on 7" April 2021 commenced with
chair Cllr Godwin providing a summary of the parish
council’s activity over the last 12 months. The year ended, as
it had begun, with only five councillors; Cllr Chalmers had
left but Cllr Davis had joined. Steps have been taken to
improve administrative efficiency, for example, using a new
banking tool rather than an assortment of spreadsheets; new
software to manage the cemetery records (keeping track of
who is where!); delegating certain functions to the clerk; and
having a separate planning committee to fit in with planning
process deadlines.

The website is currently being updated by clerk Collins.
Amongst other things, it has a new History section, which
needs an editor. Any volunteers?! There is some content
missing from the website at present, but she is contacting
people who might wish to have their website links included
on it. It is also where you will find the TRPC’s social media
policy.

Money matters

The funding applied for by Nick Hollinghurst, our Dacorum
Borough and Herts County councillor, has been received! It
needs to be spent on flood mitigation projects;
recommendations required!

Fees for Wilstone cemetery have been reviewed, as it has
been running at a loss. The maintenance of the cemetery (tree
cutting, record keeping etc.) is not covered by the costs
currently received. It was proposed to increase the fees now,
rather than an increase being foisted on the council at a later
date. However, it is apparently still much cheaper than Tring
cemetery! It was clarified that these fees do not apply to the
parish’s church graveyards, only the cemetery at Wilstone.

Parks & recreation

The parish asset register has been updated: the value of the
parish assets is £241k! It includes such items as a pirate boat
and hurricane swing. Should come in useful next time we
have floods and high winds.

The HORTTI’s application to use Long Marston recreation
ground for the village show this year was approved with
enthusiasm: Cllr Davis said “We definitely need a village
show!”

CllIr Davis also suggested that, as part of the environmental
plan and for the benefit of Wilstone residents and wildlife, an
arboreal space is created, suitable for those residents, both
young and old, who are unable to traipse across muddy fields
to enjoy the great outdoors. It could be modelled on Nathanial
Walk in Tring, which is a tree-planted walkway with a lake in
the middle.

Cllr Davis also recognises that Wilstone’s older children and
teenagers need somewhere to go, and suggested a pump track
or skate park along the lines of that in Long Marston. Cllr N
Fox agreed that the Long Marston pump track is used a
tremendous amount, so he would be supportive of one for
Wilstone, although he advised that it should not be in an
isolated place due to the risk of anti-social behaviour where
younger people are targeted. Cllr Davis and a resident have
been researching whether the fields surrounding the Wilstone
allotments could be used. They are owned/managed by Tring
Charities and the land can be used for the benefit of residents.

Village News

Tring Rural Parish Council
contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:
Steven Godwin(Chairman)
smgodwin55@gmail.com

07487 852830

Nigel Fox 01296 662922
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk

John Thirkettle 01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Mary Davis 07516 344248

Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Jean Fox 01442 825846
Jean.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk
The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX

The Villages Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman

Parish Council Website:
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/

07516 344248

01442 822031

ClIr N Fox raised the issue of the ‘white gate’ at Long
Marston recreation ground. Someone was recently injured at
the pump track and the ambulance could not get beyond the
car park because the white gate was locked and no-one could
be found with a key. Fortunately the patient was able to walk
to the ambulance, but the councillors were concerned that
emergency vehicles could not get onto the field if required.
ClIr Godwin suggested changing the arrangements for
locking the gate, perhaps installing a combination lock; there
followed a discussion on who would then hold the code.

Plug for the Planning Committee!

ClIr N Fox reported that the Glebe Meadow development in
Long Marston has been approved, and wondered what had
happened to the £15k promised for highways work.

The next Planning meeting is on April 14", so I expect it will
be well attended!

And finally...

The legislation permitting virtual meetings expires on May
7™, so it was proposed to bring the next Annual meeting
forward by one week (to May 5™) to allow time to decide
how COVID-secure face-to-face meetings can be held after
that date. A pity really, as more people seem to attend when
they are held online.

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 5™ May 2021, 7pm, final Zoom meeting.
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Wilstone Community Shop

Run by the community, for the community

We aim to serve the Community by:  Tel: 01442 —-891167

. keeping prices fair
(] Offering a wide range of goods and services
° Stocking home-made and local produce

May 2021

Wilstone

Community Shop

Shrek-tastic

Well, the scarecrow
competition certainly
exceeded all our
expectations, and as I write
this, an amazing £714 has
been raised for the new shop,
" with money still coming in!

A full article on the
competition can be found
elsewhere in this magazine,
but the residents of Wilstone
certainly took the theme of
‘movies’ and ran with it,
brightening up everyone’s
Easter break. So, thank you.

Stall on the bread box

Most of you will remember last year’s successful ‘stall on the
wall’ with its amazing selection of young plants for sale. This
year, the stall will be outside the front of the shop, living on top

of our very TV ]
attractive bread ‘g 1
/ - e
! " 5

box. Although it
doesn’t have quite
such an
aesthetically-
pleasing location
this year, the plants
selection will be just
as exciting. Ruth
Patterson is kindly ¥

at the moment we
have Sweet
William,
Nasturtiums and
Sweet Peas. Stock
is changing
regularly, so you
will be able to get
your favourites.

Come and have a browse

FETHEZS tan

PR P

Some great Fathers’ Day cards

During the past year, our cards have been one of our most
popular lines and so we're excited to have some wonderful
new stock in. These gorgeous designs have been featured in
Country Living, but are still for sale at a very reasonable price.
We also have some

r - * great new stock in
| L S Gl &, from Suma. As well

,"(» » ‘;11 ’,

as meat-free sausag-
~ es and chicken-style
" burgers in the freezer
section, we have
tinned meatball chilli
and three-bean chilli
- and a vegan and glu-
2\ ¥ ten-free Bombay curry
& tart. So whether you

| are a fully-fledged

vegan or just trying to
increase the amount
of plant-based foods
you eat in the week,
we have some excit-
ing new alternatives
for you to try.

As always, if you
see something you
want but we don'’t

Vegan delights

Promotional feature sponsored|by Wilstone Community Shop

Village News

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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' ROOFING
Specialist in

Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing
Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

T&S TREECARE

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE
Telephone: 01296 662167

L@&sST
MARBLE

BUMLOING CONSEREVATION
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DAMIEN STEWART
PLUMBING & HEATING
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

. For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements

. Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing,
fault finding & repair

. Oil — boiler and tank installations, service & repair
. Complete bathroom installations & design

. No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out
charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028
E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

N culde

Qualified

[
M) Electrical Engineering Ltd

NICEIC Apgraved Evcirical Canfracioe

An skablised family business with caurbess, promat sendce,
cmmering Aeds, Bucks & Herts or more infamation
pliease wisil ourwabsite or oo Mike

w 01296630703

Web:  wow.mj-electrical.co.uk

“rai: merockett@mieelactrical co.uk

lffml Ligkting # Power # Heating # Testing .HE:“‘
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ZANUSSI
BOSCH AEG
Lo

SIEMENS

@EF-:

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specidlist in the r‘erair‘ of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.
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OOo | might have a poem-

how about this one called

Modern Life Strife?

Some aspects of modern life

Are causing me concern and strife

En suite bathrooms are all the rage

| don’t subscribe - not on that page

For why would you want to overhear

Every midnight poop and fart and pee

From whomever it is that shares your bed?

I'd rather they stumbled down the hall instead!
Don’t get me started on open plan

“Knock down that wall would you Stan?”
Haven’t us women fought to be free

Away from the kitchen and domesticity?
Away from the room where we cook and clean
To relax, to read, in a place more serene

So shut that door and let me retreat

To the cosy snug where | can put up my feet

May 2021

By Kathryn White 2021

Kathryn's book Life
Matters is available
to buy from Wilstone
Commnity Shop, and
her new book,
Cappuccino, Cake
and Chat - a little
pocket book of witty
ditties and
inspirational quotes,
will be out this
summer.

llustrated by Helen

Dowley of Creative H
- local artist based in
Berkhamsted: https://
www.creativeh.online/

Wellness week

WEEK 4 of our ten-week course at work was the week after
Easter and designated Wellness Week. With 60 people from
around the world on the course we have been split into 3
Guilds (North and South America and ‘post Brexit UK — mine,
‘Pre-Brexit UK and Europe, and the rest of the world), which
helps with the time zones. It also saw us on Easter Monday
looking at our homework (apparently the Americans don’t
have a day off like us) which was identification of a site (from
the four that we were given) for our project and then
arranging the various elements of the building that we had
been given on our chosen site. For those of you familiar with
the 'obsession’ of QSs for cost effective buildings, you won't
be surprised if | say that our design was a square building...

by Caroline Clist

The client for the project is the Sirius Cybernetics
Corporation, so anyone familiar with the work of Douglas
Adams, may recognise the name. So far, | have found at
least one person who is helping facilitate the course really
throwing in all the references to the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy (including the original radio programme). Our
wellness week advice from him was ‘don’t panic!’

Tuesday, we had a ‘Digital Oasis’ session with Europe and
the Americas — doing some self-reflection about the last year
and Wednesday was more of a wellness day with the second
of our ‘live from The Netherlands’ yoga sessions. Sadly, it
was still too cold to do this outside, as | had for the first
session and hoped to do again. We have some more
sessions later in the course, but I'm not saying when they are!

The real treat of the week was our surprise activity. We were
only told that it would be available from Wednesday to carry
out anytime. We later got an email giving us the details to
access our own virtual escape room. So it was that we (well
the two of us in our team based in the UK) having a Thursday
night social event, with the three others of our team in the
United States of America (various time zones but during their
working hours) we found ourselves in a digital and
sustainable (well that’s what the course is about) virtual world
that had been created just for us. We didn’t seem to do very
well (then neither did other teams) but it was good fun trying
to find clues to solve puzzles and work as a team (you access
the game individually and then the team talk on a Microsoft
Teams meeting). Someone had a lot of fun putting all the bits
of information together that we needed to use to solve the
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puzzles. Who knew that the parrot people liked to have their
pizza delivered?

It's been a strange year; | have been doing my work from
home and not able to meet up with anyone; yet taking part in
activities with
work colleagues
from all around
the world, who |
will probably
never meet for
real. Probably
best not to think
too much about it.
Now that the pubs
are able to open
again, it must be
time for another
Pan Galactic
GargleBlaster.
Cheers!

&
The Pan Galactic Gargle Blaster, as
seen in the 1981 BBC TV series

WI News

OUR ladies were very busy during March making chicks,
ducks, lambs and all manner of Spring related items for our
Easter window display in the Village Hall. Their efforts
created a colourful scene of Spring which, during the cold and
dull conditions over the bank holiday weekend, would have
lifted the spirits of all who stopped to look.

by Maggie Winship

We are still continuing to hold our meetings by Zoom, and this
month our guest speaker showed us how to make beautiful
flowers and shapes using the art of paper folding. We were all
surprised to discover that she was speaking to us from
Sweden!

During the next few months as we start to regain our freedom
(fingers crossed!), we are planning a Garden Visit in June,
and a special post lockdown party to celebrate our group
birthday in July.

The Committee are all looking forward to meeting our
members once again, and enjoying our traditional tea, cakes
and catch-up.


https://www.facebook.com/kathryn.white.568?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWMhwYts0FF4DYXsbiLDrToJrIsqFNAqGPWWOaZwMzk1a20fIJOY1iRiuiu_4L9LTTYeNRS0XFz3GDPbcps3AITewwh2_rVAnCQYhHb-Z7e1isjlm1J3sZyfjZ5vyVNnFk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.creativeh.online/
https://www.creativeh.online/
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Letters to the editor ...

From Chris Mann Long Marston

Dave Jenkinson ‘Dismayed of Long Marston’ is a very old
friend and valued colleague who has been a tower of strength
in helping to put on the Horti’s annual panto and village
show. However in this instance he appears to have fallen
victim to Seasonal Affective Disorder, or disappeared down
Alice’s rabbit hole into a parallel universe. .

Parish councils have limited powers, their main role being
that of facilitator and or pressure group. TRPC has worked
closely with the Flood Working Group and I suspect the
reason flooding did not come up at the last meeting was
simply that, at the time of the meeting, there was nothing
substantive to report. I agree wholeheartedly with Dave on the
issues of the Astope Lane kerbs (nothing to do with TRPC)
and ditch clearance, so it is good to note that some (but not
all) landowners are doing their bit to address the latter. I also
agree with Jenks that Peter Myrants standing down from both
TRPC and as chair of the Flood Working Group is a sad loss.
Highly organised and professional, he had worked like a
Trojan to identify the problems and bring all the various
parties together, amazingly managing to overcome the ‘pass
the parcel’ approach that had effectively precluded any
effective action for quite a few years. So what did Mr
Myrants get for all his efforts? A load of abuse from a noisy
and often ill-informed minority who could, no doubt, have
solved the problem in an instant if only they could have been
bothered to back up their many words with a little action.

TRPC has, in recent years, done a sterling job for the local
community. Councillors (who, it is worth pointing out,
receive no pay or personal benefits) put in an enormous
amount of time and effort, freely giving of their skills, to put
something back into the community. Unfortunately, the return
for their work is little praise, less support, regular criticism
and, all too often, outright abuse on social media. In the
circumstances, it is hardly surprising that several parish
councillors have decided that the game is no longer worth the
candle and resigned, a loss to both TRPC and the community.
Where is the new blood needed to fill these TRPC gaps? Not,
it appears, from the ‘chatterati’ who are so ready with their
criticisms of the present incumbents. Sadly, unless the current
TRPC is able to drum up some new blood to join the party, it
is likely that we will end up with no parish council at all, at
which point our destinies will be in the hands of Dacorum
who are unlikely to put the needs of our community above
their existing, far wider, responsibilities.

However, I digress. Dave Jenks says that he does not like the
speed indicator devices ‘which the average person does not
see’. Well I must be distinctly non-average as I find them a
useful reminder to slow down when I have crept over the
speed limit, as do the majority of my motoring friends.
Whatever speed-reduction and traffic calming methods are
implemented, they will always be a compromise, each
creating their own benefits or problems.

My understanding is that when parish councils such as TRPC
raise the issue of inappropriate road use (e.g. 42 tonne
juggernauts travelling through narrow country lanes,
attempting three point turns at bottleneck junctions and or
driving into nearby buildings, not to mention the issue of
speeding motorists) with their local authority the latter can,
given enough nagging, come up with approved counter
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measures in the villages concerned, with said parish council
either accepting what is on offer (e.g. the SIDs that Dave so
dislikes) or carrying on as before. I do not disagree with Dave
Jenks regarding the French-style chicanes but these are
expensive and the likelihood of persuading Dacorum to install
them is somewhere between slim and none.

Front page news? FromC Clist, Long Marston

By one of those co-incidences that do happen outside of crime
fiction, my April edition of Village News arrived at the same
time as I was learning how to use GIS on at work. It was for
a course that I am doing and is taking us far beyond what I
normally do...

We were being taught the basics in order to identify the best
potential site for a data centre, and were considering factors
such as flooding, social deprivation and proximity to power
distribution. It wasn’t the location for new housing but much
of the principles are common.

It wasn’t my company that did the initial work on locating
potential sites for Dacorum’s new housing, so I can say that I
might have assessed the potential sites differently! When I
looked at the material produced for the new Local Plan
consultation, it was obvious that Dacorum does not have
anywhere obvious to site new housing developments. If we
are the ‘sticky out bit at the top’, the existing urban areas are
generally to the south and surrounded by Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and/or green belt. Whether the
criteria used by the consultants to make the recommendations
they did were the best is for another piece! What I would
agree with, is that by recommending new housing being
located on land currently designated as green belt, someone in
central government bureaucracy, unfamiliar with the area is
likely to challenge Dacorum’s decision making, as there
appears to be a suitable site for a new town in the sticky out
bit at the top — well away from green belts, natural beauty and
significant numbers of voters to protest on NIMBYism
grounds.

Whilst I appreciate that there is a degree of healthy scepticism
within the parish related to modern land related feasibility
studies, something that I do feel more comfortable with at
work is risk management. Had I spent money for an external
consultant to assess the potential sites for new housing being
required of the council by central government, I would not
want the results (and investment of tax payers’ money)
brought into question by someone in central government
trying to score points. Better (in my mind) to have clearly set
out that the ‘sticky out bit at the top” was considered as a
potential new town but ruled out because who would really
want to live ‘entirely surrounded in water’ when it rains, in
the middle of nowhere, with no easy access to jobs, education,
power or decent sewage unless significant investment is
made. And what developer, out for a quick profit, is going to
be interested in investing in the infrastructure required to
make living there pleasurable? And that’s without the impact
of constructing a new town in a flood zone and the effect the
this would have on the hydrology of the surrounding area?
(No, I don’t know either!)

A waste of money to quickly rule out the site?

Or an investment to establish its unsuitability in the
timeframes being considered?

I know what I think.



Page 15

May 2021

There's never the ‘Right Time’ So start today

As wre enter the season of summer where flowers flonrish, lambs are leaping,
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A BLOOMING LOVELY
GARDEN IN JULY - tips to
make your garden ready for
the Wilstone Open Village &
Open Gardens event on 25™

July
What to do in May

by Jo Woodbridge

You’ve now got |
longer to get your LY

garden ready for _x"'}ﬂﬁ; i i
opening, follow %%Eﬁ‘;é s
these tips and let '-:WIW“"? '

me know that you %
will open your '
garden.

Continue to sow vegetable seeds every few weeks so that you
get a crop at different rates, beetroot, Swiss chard, carrots and
lettuce are all easy to grow

Pot on any seedlings that have about 4 leaves into larger pots,
handle gently by holding the leaves and not the stems

Put supports into your herbaceous plants ready for their spurt
of growth as the weather warms up

Divide hostas as they appear

Pinch out strawberry runners so that energy goes into
producing fruit

Feed and water containers, these often get overlooked and can
suffer

Plant out dahlia tubers, there are a huge range of beautiful
dahlias in a rainbow of colours, they look amazing in a group
and are a fabulous cut flower for vases and arrangements. Try
planting them among your veggies too.

How are your seeds growing? 1 do hope that the seeds
delivered to you have begun to show signs of life, watch out
for frosts!

Soon your garden will be looking tidier and greener with new
emerging growth. Why not reward your hard work with
compliments from visitors during the Open Village and
Gardens event. Wilstone has a diverse range of gardens on
offer; big and small, wild and manicured, formal and relaxed
and all those in between. Let me know if you would like to
show off your hard work on 25™ July, it really is fun I
promise! Thanks call me 01442 891444 or email
jomark@waitrose.com
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Help combat climate change
Buy peat free compost — here are the

reasons why
by Jo Woodbridge

Peat is produced by the decomposition of bog plants.
Normally plants decompose into carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas. Because peat is formed in the watery
environment of an oxygen-free bog it decomposes into

Peat og 7

carbon. That carbon stays in the bog, locked away from the
atmosphere. Peat bogs are wonderful carbon sinks, storing
carbon away for ever. In the UK they store more carbon than
all of Europe's forests.

When we mine peat for gardening we unlock those reserves
of stored carbon. Three things then happen:

1. A peat bog is drained prior to mining. It immediately starts
emitting greenhouse gases. After mining, the remaining peat
continues to release carbon dioxide and methane into the
atmosphere.

2. The carbon in peat, when spread on a field or garden,
quickly turns into carbon dioxide, adding to greenhouse gas
levels.

3. The unique biodiversity of peat bogs is lost. Rare birds,
butterflies, dragonflies and plants disappear. It is much harder
to restore a peat bog than to replant a forest.

So mining for peat and using peat is a "lose, lose, lose"
proposition. Peat use emits 400,000 tonnes of carbon every
year (credit Guardian online).

Have a good look at the varieties of compost available at the
garden centre, consider a peat free version there are quite a
few available now. I find peat free works just as well, please
help protect the planet, don’t buy the first compost you see at
the garden centre because it is at the front of the display.


mailto:jomark@waitrose.com
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Update on Tring School New Build by Rod Gibberd

WHAT an incredibly active three months it’s been on the Tring School site! The last time we wrote an article the foundations for
the building had just finished and we were waiting for the first steel sections to arrive. Three months on and the steel framework
is now virtually complete. In addition to this most of the roof is in place, the stairwells installed, over half of the cement cladding
for the walls has been attached and many of the window frames in place. The construction is moving incredibly quickly and it
remains on schedule for us to move in at the beginning of January 2022.

If you’d like to see some photographs from the last three months together with some very impressive drone footage please do
visit the new build pages on the school website (https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/358/new-build).

During this we have had to keep the school operational, of course, and dealing with Covid in the best ways that we could. On
Monday 8th March we were delighted to welcome back all our students. This was a very challenging week and a half as we had
to test all the students three times within 11 days. This was a mammoth effort but all the staff involved as well as the students
themselves were absolutely brilliant. Since then the school has already settled back into a purposeful rhythm and I think the
students are delighted to be back and enjoying their learning.

The next few months of the construction process will see the walls and window installation completed and the roof go on the
sports hall. On the exterior bricklaying commences whilst inside B+K will be working on the “first fix”. The rate of progress is
so exciting and even awe inspiring to see and we can’t wait to watch the developments over the spring and then the summer.

| :::::w:l': Eﬁilzﬂqwm | Bethany Mead

I -.% ,ik | I work from my treafcm@nt room in Wilstone, as well as
| -+ . 51:-&1 :l::q.':::::n? | mobile in the local area.

I . .;l.-p::_rz;:d: :h:ﬂ.‘rd 5::':: . | Massage - Deep Tissue Massage - Reflexology

| _ m"l':'::"i“zﬁm | Facials - Manicure - Pedicure - Gels

: - Lozated b Wilstore I Gift Vouchers

I Pt el T::;:;Eﬁn;mﬂﬂiﬁ o st Cityig | lglzf?%ie?tlll?::ts@gmail com

I n Guildds | '

| I Pochalkbog Breomg Quoilified |
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Planning Matters - up to 70 houses and 3 Yurts for Tring Rural

by Colin Moore

TRING rural has about 660 houses so 70 new house is quite a significant increase if they all gain approval. In Wilstone there are
currently 4 unresolved planning applications for the development of up to 40 new houses.

The Rectory Homes development for 28 House off Tring Road between Grange Road and the canal bridge which has been
rejected by Dacorum is being appealed. The Appeal will now be decided by the Planning Inspectorate under the ‘Written
Representations’ procedure. All written evidence from Rectory Homes, Dacorum and anyone else who, like TRPC, has an
interest in the appeal, will be considered. The inspector will most likely visit the site before
reaching his decision in about 16 weeks or so. On average around 40 % of appeals for larger
developments (+10 houses) succeed.

In the meantime Rectory Homes has revived their original plan for 15 houses on the western
half of the site. The latest changes to the plan were made on the 13 April, two days before
the closure for objections. These changes affect plots 12 —15 on the east side of the site
reversing the houses to face west instead of east. This application has attracted 44 objections
from the public with no supporting comments. TRPC do not appeared to have made any
comment.

The 3rd application is on behalf of Mr B Young of Loch View Wilstone Bridge is for 6 8, R,
houses in the form of an L shaped terrace, 2 two storey units and 2 single storey units within  Revised orientation-plots 12-15
the current industrial site. It is proposed to finish the houses with a horizontal natural oak
weatherboard with a clay tile roof. The site entrance will be from Tring Road on the north

——

UF T

Loch View development as would be seen from canal towpath

side of the bridge. It is interesting to note the mixed reaction to the development. It appears that those who live closest to the site
generally support the proposal but overall it is 50/50. The application is awaiting a decision.

The final Wilstone application is by Dacorum to build 6 new semi-detached rentable houses on the council owned land to the
rear of 36-44 Tring Road. Access to the development is via Grange Road. The plans involves the loss of some garages and about
a dozen trees, but 7 or so new trees will be planted. The latest revision are dated 12 April 2021 but seem only make some minor
changes with the layout of the site remaining unchanged from earlier plans. The limited expressed public opinion is against the
development but it has the support of TRPC.

Moving on to Long Marston who have three current planning
applications for 17 houses. As I was writing this item the major
application to build 14 houses on land adjacent to Loxley Stables,
Astrope Lane was withdrawn. This was a very unpopular
development and had received a large number of objections. I think
this will be a question of watch this space. The remaining
applications are for two 4 bedroom house off Tring Road on a former
builders yard, and a single house at Marston Gate. Both are awaiting
a decision.

A further application at Puttenham for redevelopment of land at Old
Rectory Farm, with the conversion of the existing traditional farm
buildings to create 7 dwellings. This has the conditional support if
TRPC and to date has 2 objections.

Gubblecote has a more unusual application for the installation of
three yurt style tents for running a small scale glamping business at
Highover Lukes Lane.

A typical Yurt for a luxury camping holiday with out
all hassle, commonly know as glamping.

Village News
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Black Poplars, re visited

by Margaret Noakes

WHEN we moved to Long Marston in 1996 we had no idea what
a special place it would be. Apart from friendly people who wel-
comed strangers into the village it was the beautiful country side
around that was particularly special. We had dipped into the area
from owning a canal boat and taking our son to ring birds under
the tutelage of Chris Mead but we had not really recognised the
significance of Black Poplars; those trees that are truly majestic
to the eye.

Oliver Rackham, a leading author and authority on the country-
side, describes the Black Poplar as one of our rarest and most
distinctive native trees.

‘Heavy branches arch and sweep down, giving it a rugged gran-
deur, while the bark is split with fissures and burrs that it may
appear black from a distance, giving the tree its name. In late
March the branches of the male trees are bedecked with beautiful
red catkins. The leaves ae almost triangular in shape, with the
fleeting presence of fine hairs growing along the veins’

Soon after we moved here I joined the W.I. with the result that
members were enthusiastic to be involved in a survey of 22 kilo-
metres , bounded by the Herts border and the Icknield way .
Countryside Management were also enthusiastic to become in-
volved and with their support we were able to get detailed maps
of the area and a computer programme. Lots of W.I. members
armed with maps and a little training were able to identify over
1000 trees . With hard work and difficulty by a very willing re-
cently retired expert, he was able to plot them on a map and
report in an analytical form what we had in that survey area. We
published a report; and a student who was in her final year at
University aged some of the trees, on which she based her disser-
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tation; and we
were able to see
the distribution
of the tree, and
so much more.

The Forestry
Commission
offered us, free
of charge a
D.N.A. analysis
of the trees of
which we had
40 samples from
all over the area. It was the result of that we discovered that the
trees were all of one clone, possibly because farmers and owners
of land were planting them as boundary markers from their own
pollarding material. We already knew that the trees were male
only in our survey; the Black Poplar being dioecious, male and
female in separate trees. The trees can be managed by pollard-
ing, what a lot of farmers have been doing for centuries

We discovered so much more. I could ‘go on’ about them but
the real distinction about the trees in our area is that we have the
greatest density of Black Poplars in all the British Isles, with a
clone unique to this area. It is one of the most important trees to
the landscape of this part of Hertfordshire. We have lost the
Elms, are losing the Oakes and Ashes. A lot more trees are
threatened with disease

We should not have magnificent trees cut down for housing
development and I fully endorse what Martin Winship has said
in defence of these trees, in a recent article in the Village News

As an ADDENDUM .Another more recent survey has been
done and the results of that are about to be published.

Consultations & Nutrition

“What is causing YOUR HEALTH PROBLEM 7%
Lel's FIND your triggars and
IMPROVE your health Issuas throngh:
-avcurato Testing
- personalised Nuatrition
- improved Lifestyle
supporting Supplements

You can improve your
anzama, digastinn, walght prohlems,

menopsise and anto-lmmunes conditinns...

Sefie is a DANT registered Nutntiooas! with muny years of expenecce.

www salieslreshiood co.uk (lestimomaks an website)
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MORAL
FiBRE

moralfibrefood.com

Creative plant-based food hampers for someone special
Made in Wilstone and shipped anywhere
Call Jenny 07833 102352
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From the Vicarage

May 2021

by Rev'd Jane Banister

IT doesn’t take long to get out of ESERE
practice. For the first time in 3
over a year, someone rang and
said “I"d like to get married.”
“Congratulations!” I said, and
then completely forgot what I
was supposed to say next. It
came back to me, but there was
an unfamiliarity about it.

Some wedding couples booked to £
get married in church have
moved the dates three or four
times; others have put it all on
hold; and some have rung saying
we would like to get married in 3
months. For some, they do not
want to get married if they cannot
have their whole family there, for
others, they just want to get
married and if it is just parents
and best friends, then that is all
right. There has also been an :
element of taking the pressure off |
—no need to worry about
receptions, about spending lots of
money. The few weddings that
we were able to take in the
autumn were relaxed, intimate, e, v’} =)

and wonderful. It felt much easier to focus on the meaning
and the commitment, when you take away the stress of
seating plans, and transport and decorations.

It is a great joy to be organizing weddings again — to be
meeting couples, to hear their stories and to pray for them.
They are couples of all ages — from their 20s to their 50s —
and some are in new relationships, others have known each
other for years.

Occasionally we have services to celebrate wedding
anniversaries — anything from 10™ to 60™ — and although the
renewal of vows can be part of this, it does not have to be. As
my father says “if I am keeping my promises, why do I need
to renew them?” To celebrate years spent together and the
family and life created together seems a wonderful thing to
rejoice in, to give thanks to God and to have a party.

And to have these celebrations in church is, for many people,
connecting it with the community where they live, and the
places where their families have made their commitments. It
is about wanting to hold these events in a holy place and
focus on love, and not on all the extras that can sometimes
obscure what it at the heart of ceremony like this.

We know that we cannot offer weddings to everyone and this
is a sadness. Things are changing — as of May this year, the
forms that the couple will fill in will include the name and
occupation of the bride and groom’s mothers as well as their
fathers. It has taken a long time to get there, but it is a
positive change. We also know that not all marriages will
last, but a vital part of the Christian faith is about new life,
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4| about learning from what has happened,
# recognizing our role in that, and moving
4 forwards. That is what repentance and

{ resurrection mean.

* We hold all these couples and their

| %% families in our prayers, and wish them
¥ every happiness on their wedding day
; and on the days ahead. And we are
always delighted to hear from new

_ couples!

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not
| envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It
| does not insist on its own wayj; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in
L#% wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It
' bears all things, believes all things, hopes
¥ all things, endures all things. Love never
ends.

\ [ Corinthians 13

GETTING BACK TO NORMAL

Please keep looking on our website and

noticeboards for up to date information

| on when coffee mornings and other
events will start up again.
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Local Tamily Business aver 30 wears serving
Tring, Long Marsten & Willages
Gas Central Heating, Baoilers, Fires & AGAs,

Servicing , Repalrs and Upgrades, Megaflo,
Landlords Certificates and Energy 3aving Controls

Ermall: servlceflilheating oo uk
Aocarmara House, Wosadraw,

Wigginar, Tring HP23 6HT. #
wierw liheating. conuk .
hﬁj Tel:01442 890750 .~ Sdle|

Sumarn
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Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm & 6 to 8.30pm
{Except Sunday, Monday & Tuesday evenings)

(O the Dugg
e Tring ahd

Beal Ales » Girear Food o Chilidren’s Menug &
Play Area e Large Gardens (pen Fire » Heated
Patio » Car Park » Dog Friendly

Tel: 1442 826410
A warm welfcome graranteed!
fralfimooswilstoneidrormail.co.uk

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -

Batteries - .

Exhausts -

Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servic-
ing

and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

JOBS FOR JO

No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you

Garden tidying - regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620 or 01442 891444
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Meaker or The
Brutish Stickmakers Guild

WWW.WilsToHnesTicks.com
Telephore: 01442 822115
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QR Codes for Village News? By Colin Moore

A QR code is similar to the bar code used on most products. It was designed in 1994 for the automotive industry in Japan, to
hold much more information than a simple bar code.

code is instantly produced, copy to the clipboard and paste into your document, resize and voila you have your code.

It is easy to create a QR code using one of the many free online services. You just type in the full web address and the %%
Then test to make sure it works. For example www.wilstone.me.uk for Village News online. S

mFEAE

You must include the full address to the page http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development.

sl

Most smart phones have in built scanner and you just select rear view camera and hover over the code and you are taken straight
to the website. If your camera does not support QR scanning you can simply download a free app which will work in exactly the
same way. [ would suggest the Kaspersky App. Browsers like Firefox and Chrome also have built in scanners.

Advertisers may like to try this to give easy access to their website pages. Also contributors who want give a long
complicated links for example to Dacorum Planning issues etc. may like to consider incorporating a QR code in their
article. For example last month I found this link https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/docs/default-source/strategic-
lanning/topic-paper---site-selection---appendix-b.pdf?sfvrsn=79da0c9e4 to a Dacorum Document. Would you
want to type that in? The QR code to the right solves that problem.

The size of the QR image will depend on the complexity of the link, but for most links a 1x1cm will most likely work. Adjacent
photographs or other codes nearby can sometimes interfere with the scanner.

The QR codes on this page should work please try them out and let me know if you have problems . I have tested them with
inkjet print of the page and they work ok. But the real test is whether they will work from the printed magazine . Please let me
know at colin@wilstone.me.uk

As we seen codes can work for email addresses and website links, they can also be used with phone numbers and to direct the
reader to an online survey form.

ROWAN ANCESTRY

Genealogy Services

AGRA Associate
(Mr Clive Reedman])

“At all stages of the project, nothing was too much trouble. ™

Barry 2021
Ancestry redisoomered
Professional Web/Facebook: Family treas
family histary https://rowanancestry.co.ulk) built,
research focused https:/ fwww. facebook.com/Rowanancestry individual lives
on Hertfordshire, Email: researched,
Buckinghamshire, crecdmanGD@me.com house histories
and the East Phone: uncovered.
Midlands. 07464 973478 Personalised
reports.
Reduced rates for residents of Wilstone and immediate areal
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www.wilstone.me.uk
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development
https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/docs/default-source/strategic-planning/topic-paper---site-selection---appendix-b.pdf?sfvrsn=79da0c9e_4
https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/docs/default-source/strategic-planning/topic-paper---site-selection---appendix-b.pdf?sfvrsn=79da0c9e_4
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Ji'{‘ FARM ?j“EE_‘iQ SHOP
~Sons ———
S gy N D
Now Available cdfbirg
Iz Fibresa oach
Charcoal bl Ll
Hom € PrOd UCEd At BGEYMYND Chloe takes o holistic approach,
Bu rgers dehing not enly into your physical health
bt alzo your mindzet, sleep, nutrtian
P I d ntS and memtal wellbaing.
TU bS & BﬂSkEtS Online Coaching and Persenal Training.

Fire Pit Logs

01442828478 .\ 7]

www.pemeadandsons.co.uk ,5“‘:
.'t

Contact Chloe to etart your Jourrey
todony.
bodymyndwellbeingi@gmail com
wonvw. bodyrmynd.co.ukc

THE LITTLE IT COMPANY

Laptops, PCs, Tablets, Apple Macs, Wifi Internet,
Repairs & Upgrades, FREE collection & delivery

Experienced Tech Professional will solve all your
computer/technology related problems.

NO FIX - NO FEE GUARANTEE

Facebook Page:
@thelittleite

Website:

O@ www.thelittleITcompany.co.uk

S—— —
Make your Computer Smile - Call Mark based in Cheddington 07789 304 274
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Dandelions by Martin Winship

“If dandelions were hard to grow, they would be most
welcome on any lawn” (Andrew Mason)

Most people would dismiss the bright yellow dandelion with a
single word — weed — but there is much more to this underrated
plant than merely a persistent and unwelcome lawn invader.
Dandelions are members of the enormous daisy family, which
includes (amongst others) Yarrow, Chamomile, Tansy,
Feverfew, Mugwort, Agrimony, Goldenrod, Butterbur, Ragwort,
Burdock, all the Thistles, and all the many dandelion-like
plants. The scientific name is TARAXACUM, and the first
recorded use of this term was in the Persian writings of Al-
Razis from 900AD. The common name is a version of the
French Dent de Lion (tooth of the lion) and refers to the jagged
-edged leaves which can grow up to 25cm long. Other folk
names include Blowball, Cankerwort, Doon-head-clock,
Witch’s Gowan, Milk Witch, Yellow Gowan, Irish Daisy. Monk’s
Head, Priest’s Crown, and Swine’s Snout. It is also sometimes
referred to as Wild Endive. The plant is endemic across
Eurasia and North America, but because seeds are often
produced without fertilisation (APOMIXIS) many local sub- and
micro-species have resulted; there are as many as 230 of the
latter in the British Isles alone. While the seeds are an
important food for birds such as linnets, the flowers represent a
vital source of nectar and pollen for northern bees in the early
spring, and for the caterpillars of butterflies and moths. The
flowers are often the homes of tiny beetles and thrips.

“Dandelions don’t tell no lies...” (Mick Jagger)

All parts of the plant have been highly prized for medical and
herbal use for centuries. Ancient Greeks and Egyptians are on
record as using dandelions as curatives, and the Chinese have
included them in their traditional treatments for over a
thousand years, Dandelions were considered so important that
the Pilgrim Fathers took the plants with them on the Mayflower.
Native Americans have used the roots and leaves as both
medicine and food. The New Family Herbal (c1898)
recommends that a decoction of the root (an ounce in a pint of
water, boiled to reduce, with Cream of Tartar added) should be
taken three times a day to treat Dyspepsia, Dropsy, Cutaneous
Eruptions and Cachectic Disorders generally. The milky-white
juice is a strong diuretic — hence the rather unfortunate folk
name of Piss-a-bed. The folk names in other languages are
revealing; the Danish is Fandens Maelkebotte — the devil’'s milk
bin; the Swedish is Maskros — worm rose (a reference to the
thrips) while the Estonian Voilill means butter flower.
Lithuanians use the name Pienne translating as milky.

“Never overlook wallflower at dance; may be dandelion in
grass” (Confucius)

The globular seed heads are often called Dandelion Clocks,
because of the tradition that by blowing the seeds off, the time
can be told, but there are other interpretations. If all the seeds
blow away, all is well with your lover; however, if any remain
attached your sweetheart has reservations. Again, if a girl blow
the seeds, the number left will reveal how many children she
will have. Yet another version suggests the number of seeds
left shows how many years you have left — so breathe softly!
Herbs are held to be under the influence of particular planets in
Astrology; Jupiter is the ruling planet for dandelions, which
makes sense — Jupiter rules plants which grow abundantly.
And dandelions are the only flowers supposed to represent
three heavenly bodies — the sun (flower), the moon (clock) and
the stars (seeds).

“By the time we left college, | had become my own image;
a dandelion in the flower bed of society. Kinda cute, but
still a weed” (Anne Fortier)
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Dandelions have many
uses. Apart from the
reported medical value,
the whole plant — root,
stem, leaves and flower
—is edible. The raw
leaves contain lots of
vitamins, especially A, C i
and K, supply calcium,
potassium, iron and ,
manganese, and can be 6_ g
used in salads to add a )
fresh, sharp tang, They _ :
can also be cooked and ¥ 4\ 7
used like endives or w }? 5""-‘- Y "’
spinach. Dandelions Dandelion clock.
have been gathered for

food since prehistory, but they are also cultivated and several
varieties have been produced as a crop (Ameliore a Coeur
Plein, Broad-leaved, and Vert de Montmagny for example).
Often the leaves are tied up and the plant covered to exclude
the light in a process called blanching — this reduces the bitter
taste. The roots can be roasted and ground to produce a
coffee substitute. Orchard owners value dandelions growing
beneath their trees as the plant releases ethylene gas which
helps the fruit to ripen. Dandelion and Burdock is a fizzy drink
originally made from lightly fermented root extracts from both
plants. In 1871 Ben Shaw started a company in Yorkshire to
supply the whole country with this delicious beverage.
Perhaps the most surprising use of dandelions is in the
production of rubber! The white juice is a form of latex. In
December 2017 the Chinese company Linglong Group
ploughed 450 million dollars into producing commercially
viable rubber from dandelions, and today you can buy goods
made from this remarkable material — bicycle inner tubes, for
instance.

Simple and fresh and fair from winter's close emerging,

As if no artifice of fashion, business, politics, had ever
been,

Forth from its sunny nook of shelter'd grass innocent,
golden,

calm as the dawn,

The spring's first dandelion shows its trustful face.
(Walt Whitman)

Are you riding on Dandelion tyres?
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter,

PCSO Martin Leadbetter and PCSO Tommy Walter
01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Reports of river flooding

Environment Agency

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter

Cubs and Scouts

Jane Dawson

LM&P Horticultural Society

David Severs

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister

Churchwarden Ken Martin

St Mary’s Puttenham

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis

Churchwarden Christine Rutter

All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister 01442 822170

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Steven Godwin

0845 988 1188

07514 548289

07759 888085

01296 661021

01442 822894

01442 822170
07514 548289

07487 852830

Email: smgodwinS5@gmail.com
Clerk to the Parish Council
Chloe Collins email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman

Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann

Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk
Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams

Long Marston Tennis Club

01442 822031

01296 668548

07925 185311

Jackie Anwyl 01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

Gagan Mohindra MP 020 7219 3000
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk
Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge
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Colin Moore

Whitchurch Morris Men

01442 891444

01442 826976

John Bush 01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Ruth Patterson 01296 660101

Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings: Tony Short

WI

Pam Edmonds

Wilstone Community Shop

01442 823096

01296 661370
01442 891167

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.
editorwlmp@yahoo.com
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Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Send your editorial contributions,
articles, event notices, news and pictures
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower
case)

Deadline for items to go in the June edition
is: Wednesday 19 May 2021

The editor will be Colin Davenport

Thank you ...
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.
Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056

You can always find a copy of Village [=]fs"[u]
News wherever you are:
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me

[=] e,
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Wilstone Village Stores from Past to Present by ike and Diane Armson

THE Village Stores
has held a central
role in Wilstone
village life for over
120 years. Early
photographs show
a large white
building (known as
34 Tring Road) as a
bakery and post
office, run by
George Hanwell in
1898. It is thought
to have replaced a
near derelict thatched building, typical of houses in the area at
that time. The main shop and post office had the same large
display windows and central door as you still see today and
now houses the business of Michael Armson Antiques.

Fred and Elaine Scriven bought the property in the 1960s and
lived there with Fred’s mother while they ran the shop and
post office. In due course, they had two daughters. Fred
decided to modernise and expand the shop by building an
extension down the side of the building. His mother-in-law
then lived in Garden Cottage, behind the shop. In the 1970s,
Fred built an ‘A’ frame house in the grounds at the back which
the family moved into while they leased out the business.

Throughout the
1970s, the Post
Office lease
was transferred
every two
years, until in
1979 a retired
printer, John
Kesby took it on
and with the
help of a retired
sub postmaster,
ran the shop
with his wife.
Unfortunately, a
combination of
lack of retail experience and the recession caused the
business to fail and it closed suddenly and without warning.
The Kesbys left abruptly, abandoning the remains of the stock
to moulder. The buildings had been badly neglected over the
years and the property was put on the market in 1991 to be
sold ‘as seen’.

Michael Armson purchased the
property in 1992 as premises [°
for his already well established
antiques business. A great
deal of renovation work was
required. Whilst this work was
in progress, Michael became
aware that people were
missing their local grocery
store and post office and
wished for it to be reinstated.
With the help of his partner
Diane Halfpenny, Michael
decided to set up a six month
trial to see if a grocery and
post office, running alongside
his antiques business, might
be viable, with the idea that
once that side of the business
was established, it could be leased out.

The initial six month trial lasted for eleven years! Diane re-
trained as a post mistress and set up the Village Stores. It
was hard work running the business, working seven days a
week with limited time off but it proved very rewarding in terms

Wilstone Village early 1900'5'
with Village shop visible in the
background

1992
THE GRAND OPzNNG
by Johin tily

101h Anniversary of opening
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of serving the community. The financial rewards were not
great but the appreciation and loyalty of local people helped
spur on the couple’s determination to make the Village Stores
a thriving and central part of the community.

By 2003, Diane (now Mrs Armson) decided that the trial had
lasted long enough. Jenni Corsby took over as tenant for the
next five years. Sadly, during this period the Post Office
closure programme took effect, forcing Jenni to give up the
business. In 2008, the lease was assigned to Tim Fitzgerald,
who also struggled to make the business work.

In 2009, Elizabeth and Ron Faulkner took on the shop to run it
as a not-for-profit business, with the help of a group of
volunteers. In 2012, the shop was once again in danger of
closing. At this point, a small group of local people approached
Mike and offered to take on the lease with the aim of
establishing a community-run business with volunteers. The
community took control, and it is thanks to their dedication and
perseverance that the shop as we know it today was born.

The team approached Michael when the lease was due for
renewal in 2019. At that time, Michael was looking at
retirement options and was considering selling the property.
Having owned, supported and invested in this important
community asset for nearly thirty years, Mike and Diane felt
that the future of the Village Stores should be safeguarded.
They are delighted that a local couple, Tom and Sophie has
come forward. Tom and Sophie are as passionate as Mike
and Diane about the community shop and committed to
continuing their legacy.

We have enjoyed our time working in and for the Wilstone
community and thank the many friends we have made. We
would like to welcome Tom and Sophie and wish them much
happiness in their new home, and as owners of the Wilstone
Shop. May it prosper and continue to serve the community for
many years to come.

Anniversary celebration- 2002
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Lambs and allotments by Pat Smith

BRRR! How cold it is for this time of year, which hasn’t exactly encouraged me to get down the allotment to plant and grow. Not
that | have had much time since March, as we have been lambing which takes priority over anything else. Although not exactly
Allotment news, we decided to lamb a bit later this year after such cold weather last year, which means we are a month behind
getting down to our plot. Even-so | am glad that we are behind as the Harsh Frosts over the past month would have meant that we
would probably have lost most of our seeds etc. The only thing | have prepared, are my seed potatoes that | have saved from last
year’s crop. Never done this before but they looked so good | decided to keep the last few of them instead of cooking them. We
managed to use ALL of our veggies from last year which is a first. We even had Sprouts large enough to be worth picking; again
another first; which is surprising after the huge influx of White Fly that flew like massive snow storms every time | walked by and
knocked a leaf. All the spraying, even under the leaves didn’t get rid of them.

| went down to look at our plot a week ago and couldn’t believe how much damage the winter and wind had done. | have a huge
job ahead of me, repairing the netting etc. as well as removing the rubbish from the plot that has accumulated over the past year;
to get it back to a tidy state; even my greenhouse has nettles two foot tall. Roll on the warmer weather.

Getting back to our favourite subject of the moment. Lambs. We have 5 Orphaned lambs being Bottled Fed all of which have had
their own problems. We have Hamish who is a twin but was rejected, Salt also a twin, he wouldn’t learn to suck so we had to bring
him home to feed, also Pepper had the same problem. We
never expected him to live as we had to drench milk into his
stomach directly for several weeks, but thank goodness he has
at last found out what a
teat is for and is doing very
well. He is my favourite.
Lastly the twins,
Evangelina and Louis,
their mother couldn’t feed
them as she had medical
problems, bless her. She
has been such a wonderful
and attentive Mum in the
past. Sadly we won't be
able to put her into lamb
next year. | find it amazing
how the Mums know when
something is wrong right
from birth. Thank
goodness we are here to
help them survive.

My dining-room for the
past four weeks has had
three Dog Cages in it and
Hay as a Carpet. There
has been a lot of bed
changing etc. cleaning up hay from the carpet, feeding every four to five hours, but at last they are all able to drink from a special
feeder, so hopefully they will all be able to go and join the rest of the flock very soon, once they are weaned that is, then we can
get the garden back as a garden and not as a miniature field. | will miss them in their little coats frolicking about, they are so cute
and entertaining.

Feeding time for the 5 orphaned lambs then time to explore below

Back to the allotments. | am sure that you are all aware that we have two new members, Ged and Richard. May we all wish you
both every success in your new venture. Also we wish Ephraim all the best and hope he is recuperating well after his terrible
illness.

Best Wishes to you all
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