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We depend on readers’
articles and pictures.
So let’s have them!

Are the Potash Lane hedgehogs

Self 1SOlat1ng? By Joan Dean

I am sure that most
of you know that we
have the most
advanced wildlife
hospital in Europe
on our doorstep
called Tiggywinkles,
but how many of
you have ever had |
cause to visit with an [
injured animal? Not
many I hope. But an i

to visit in the
summer.

Each year they
house, feed and care for over 500 injured hedgehogs, and once
fully returned to good health they need to be released back into the
wild, which is where this story begins.

Three years ago we filled in a questionnaire about the suitability of
our garden for hedgehogs to be released back into the wild and we
were accepted, which was wonderful news.

We have now released 20 into the area at the end of Potash Lane.
But have we seen hide nor hair of them? Not on your life. So the
question is have you? Dead or alive, we would like to know. So

can you please either email us at oldtoms@hotmail.com or
telephone on 01296 668

Of course at the moment they may be ‘self isolating” which is
understandable, but after this surreal experience is all over they will
need to replenish and you might be lucky enough to see one—do let me
know.

How good is your local knowledge?
Write your answers on the back page. The real answers are on page 23

Q1 Which six villages and hamlets make up our Tring Rural Parish?

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone
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Lords and Ladies

By Martin Winship

Those of you who have been enjoying your one
hour a day permitted exercise by walking the many
footpaths with which our local patch is blessed,
may well have noticed the appearance of small
green pixie-hat shaped plants (see picture).

These are actually the flowers of ARUM MACULA -
TUM — variously also known as Lords and Ladies, Dev-
ils and Angels, Adam and Eve, Cuckoo Pint, Snake’s
Head, Jack in the Pulpit, Ramp, Starchwort and Wake-
Robin. Historically this plant was valued by herbalists
for its many supposed curative properties. Potions made
from the leaves or berries were held to cure anything
from polypus in the nose to ear-ache, while the root was
used to treat palsies, inward obstructions, gout and se-
vere rheumatism. Unfortunately, the whole plant is rich
in Oxalate which can exacerbate the last two conditions.
Extracts of the root were used as a substitute for Arrow-
root starch, and also to make a popular 18" and 19"
century drink in England called Saloop. The flower is a
fly trap, though the plant is not carnivorous. Flies are
attracted by the smell of carrion coming from the finger
-like spadix. The flies slide down the “hood” or spathe
and are tapped by a ring of stiff hairs. A little pool of
nectar-rich water keeps them going until the flower is
fertilised, when the spathe shrivels and the flies can
buzz off.
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Wilstone Woolies
By Gail Short

"The Wilstone Woolies" have responded to a re-
quest from Stoke Mandeville Hospital to make PE
type bags so that at the end of their shift staff can
place their scrubs into a drawstring bag and then
not have to touch them again as the whole thing
can be put in the washing machine. This is hopeful-
ly helping to reduce contamination.

We have made 52 bags and 10 buttoned headbands
which are worn so that the elastic on facemasks

( which rub on the ears after wearing them all day
every day) can go round the buttons instead of the
ears.

If we are asked to do more, any donations of cot-
ton/polyester easy care fabric would be very grate-
fully received as well as any colour sewing thread
as we are running out!!

Please contact Gail Short 07712188347 or email
gail-short@hotmail.co.uk

How good is your local knowledge?

Q2 What was the population of Tring Rural Parish at the




Page 3

Village News

Editor this month: Paul Lovis

Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall
and Colin Moore.

email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB
Phone: Colin Moore 01442 826976

Distribution Manager
John Taylor 07940 206056
Finance Manager & Treasurer
Keith Fox 01442 825846
Advertising Manager
Amanda Russell 07444 747010
email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com
Team organiser
Jean Fox 01442 825846

Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk

With no local events to report on, this is an unusual
edition. I was worried that it might be a thin one,
but people have come up with all sorts of novel arti-
cles. I hope you find it an interesting read. Keep
your items coming in.

By the way, can I apologise for the jokes in the mid-
dle—but if you like a good groan they are an attempt
to lift your spirits in these strange times.

This is your local read and if you find yourself with
time on your hands, drop us an email. Let us know
what you’re up to. There has to be a first time you

bare your soul!

I hope the June edition will be full of lots even more
interesting material.

Thanks to all our contributors
Stay safe. Stay well

Ed

May 2020

Church services

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston
Currently no services are being held at
local churches

The next edition will be for June 2020 and the
deadline for items for inclusion is:
Wednesday 13 May.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is done
by a commercial company. We aim to be local, interesting,
informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.

Quiz
3) How many names from WW1 are recorded on Wil-
stone’s war memorial?
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[ L3
Where is my Magazine *
LAST month with the lockdown in force we took the decision
not to use our team of local volunteer distributors, about 30 in
all, to deliver the magazine. We were concerned about the
number of contacts involved and we did not think it was rea-
sonable to ask the team to carry out this task in these difficult
times. We looked for another solution and decided to use a
commercial leaflet distribution company.
However there are some downsides as we could not expect
the company to be able utilize the special instruction that our
local team use. So we decided that we would aim to get one
copy to every household within the parish. In fact we did get
638 copies out to readers. Unfortunately the Magazine was
delivered to us late partly due to a paper shortage at the print-
er and the courier were also experiencing problems. I think
we have to expect that we may continue to experience these
types of delay. We made a decision at the beginning of the
year to move the production date forward by up to a week to
allow more time for delivery and to try ensure that you get
your copy by the 1st of the month but even so that may not
always be adequate.
We apologise to those we missed out and those who did not
get their special delivery requests. We will try to improve and
get as close as possible to 100% of households but we will
not to be able to meet any special instructions or deliver out-
side the parish. We were able to track the delivery live by
GPS so we have a good idea of where we may have fallen
short of our aim. We have revised our instructions according-
ly.
We will continue to use this method of distribution and re-
view it when the lockdown measures are relaxed. Also we
will be looking at ways we can reduce physical contact
among the editorial team during the production of the maga-
zine. With these changes we hope to able to continue to pro-
duce the magazine through the crisis with minimum risk to all
our team members.

Remember you can always find a copy of the magazine
online at www.wilstone.me.uk where ever you are.
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What's on and what's not

May 2020

Diary Dates..

Friday 12 June

Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s)

Sunday 14 June

Puttenham’s summer exhibition (Friends of Putt. Church)
Friday 31 July

Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s)

Saturday 1 August

Our Stall at the Horti Show in Long Marston
Saturday 5 September

Jumble Sale (Friends of Puttenham Church)
Friday 9 October

Cecilia Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s)

Saturday 31 October

October Lunch (Puttenham Trust)

Saturday 28 November

A concert (to be confirmed)

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 8 July 8pm Wilstone Village Hall

Allotment advice during the
pandemic.

By Sara Wickenden

THESE are strange times. As the UK went into lockdown
many of us have questions about what we are and are not
permitted to do. From initial advice and plenty of conjecture
we are getting more clarity on the status of allotments

The good news is working on our allotments is permitted as
long as we maintain the social distancing behaviours in order
to slow the spread of Covid-19.

I have included some advice from the National Allotment
Society and more details can be found at https://
www.nsalg.org.uk/news/covid 1 9-information/. They regular-
ly update this page so it is worth going online if you want the
latest information. Here is a brief overview.

1. Don’tattend the allotment if you or a member if your
household have symptoms of the virus.

2. While we technically can go to our allotments with oth-
ers in our household it is recommended that we try to go indi-
vidually to reduce the risk of allotment sites being shut as
they have been in other countries.

3. Observe social distancing and avoid gathering for a chat
even if you are two metres apart.

4. The society suggests taking water, soap and paper towels
and sanitiser gel with you. Use the gel before opening the
gates (arriving and departing) and use the soap and water
after entering your plot and dispose of the paper towels on
your compost.

5.

Avoid sharing tools.

Stay safe everyone.

Would you like deliveries?

All of these outlets will deliver

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all
sorts - 01442 825667 or- email
fruitytootyzzz(@gmail.com

Mead’s Farm Shop deliver for over 70's and
vulnerable, pet foods: -
info@pemeadandsons.co.uk

Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta
and rice www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489

Mark Wheeler — Milkman — milk eggs bread etc -
07850 329560

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc
— 07842 426793

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver with 15% off us-
ing NIGHTIN20- - https://www.cookfood.net/

Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg
call Vanessa 07921 172642

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover - for awe-
some cheeses* & deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296
-585022

Wild- & Game - delicious! https://
www.wildandgame.co.uk/

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://
www.donaldrussell.com/

you can always find a copy of the magazine online at

Quiz

Q4 Which local woman was accused of witchcraft in
1751 and died from public ‘ducking’?

Community Shop Wilstone
NEW OPENING HOURS

Monday to Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00

See page 20 for full details and restrictions

Village News
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Do you have a family member who is suffering with dementia?

Do you have a family member who is suffering
with dementia — you might be worried than
normal about how this current threat of
coronavirus will affect them? Trudi Scrivener
runs a home carer company, Ashridge Home
Care, and is supporting her team of live-in and
visiting carers to ensure their clients remain
100% calm and safe. As an active Dementia
Champion, here are Trudi’s top tips for keeping
your loved ones safe if they are not living with
you but have dementia:

There are many things you can do to help
prevent dementia sufferers from catching any
viruses. If you need to stay at home (self-isolate),
there are also other ways to support the person
with dementia.

Check that they have handwash and hand sanitiser
available in the usual spot where soap is kept —
maybe singing a song with them can encourage the
person to wash their hands. Make sure that any
visitors know to make use of sanitiser too

Clean things that are handled a lot, such as remote
controls, door handles and taps

If your loved one is self isolating you might be able
to help out with practical tasks. The person might
need shopping dropped off, medicine collected or
some library books left outside the door for them —
ask how you can help. Many communities have
formed groups of volunteers to offer this kind of
help

Make sure the person has all the medication they
need. You can speak to a GP or local pharmacist to
make sure they will have a supply. Keep checking
in to make sure they are continuing to take the right
medication .

Check that they have a plan of what to do if they do
get unwell — leave the number(s) to call
prominently displayed

While the person is indoors, encourage them to
stay active and consider gentle exercises. There are

lots of online yoga and gentle exercise sessions you

Village News

by Abbi Langan

can tap into. You can use your garden (if you have
one).

Try to make sure the person has activities that they
can engage in at home as well; reading, magazines,
jigsaws, music, knitting, their favourite TV/radio
programmes available.

Keep in touch by phone, post, email or Skype.
They may be anxious about the situation.

During this anxious time staying at home and
maintaining a normal routine is now more
important than ever. A live in carer can be the best
option to keep people safe at home. It minimises
change and they stay in familiar surroundings. As
part of live in care service, carers can work closely
with district nurses, NHS, GPs, occupational
therapists (OTs), families, and other healthcare
professionals to create a personalised care plan and
ensure their client receives the highest quality care
in the comfort of their own home.

Ashridge Home Care is here to support anyone
affected by dementia through this difficult time. If
you simply need help or advice, please call one of
our kind-hearted dementia champions on 01494
917344.11 Anyone affected by dementia can also
call Alzheimers Society support line on 0333 150
3456

Quiz

Q5 Why is Puttenham a ‘thankful village’?

=1 Mary's, Forenhom
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What has coronavirus, fat calves and a bunch of nutters got in

common?

It’s doubtful whether the most experienced forecasters
will be able to predict where we will be in a post-
COVID world or to accurately put a time-frame on
when that will be, but two things are certain:

Society will be financially poorer.
Some of the lucky few will be fitter.

Dog walkers and runners are out in force and you only
have to look out your front door or car window
(essential journeys only, of course) to see that a rash of
cycling has broken out across the Chilterns: Our country
roads are spotted with people on bicycles.

Is this a pandemic or not? - I’m unsure - but it certainly
feels like cycling has reached epidemic proportions here
in our pretty corner of rural Hertfordshire. I can trace
my own route of infection back to a Sunday at the be-
ginning of the year when I naively responded to an ad in
The Village News, suggesting a local cycling group be
formed.

“I can do that!” I thought as I went to search for my late
mother-in-laws mountain bike, locating it in the back of the
greenhouse, covered in dirt and cobwebs. A quick dust and I
was off, not quite like a rocket, but certainly with bags of
enthusiasm that evaporated quickly upon my arrival at the
meeting point in front of the village hall.

“Oh” I thought...

As there I was greeted by a fit looking bunch of lycra-clad
individuals on expensive bikes, all buoyed up and ready to
g0....had I just made a very big mistake? 1t was confirmed
quickly that I had indeed, when a certain Mr Postman (Group
Leader, alpha male) sympathetically looked me up and down
and in the kindest way broke the news that confirmed my
worst fears, “I think you’re going to struggle on that”...

Now let’s fast-track to the end of what can only be described
as a “baptism by fire” and the conclusion of this particular
morning: This generous, supportive bunch - referred hitherto
as The Wilstone Wheelers - encouraged, cajoled and mentally
carried me throughout the route, up and down the hills and
back to the finish line some two and a half hours and 20 miles
later, where we re-grouped with a well-deserved coffee and
cake at the farm shop.

T-W-E-N-T-Y M-I-L-E-S! Whoever, would have thought
that was possible? Certainly not I. Though I must confess that
while the remainder of the day was spent lying on the couch,
too exhausted to move, I also languished in a lovely sense of
achievement.

That day was a game-changer as it’s clear I am now terminal-
ly infected with the cycling virus. Since then it has taken me

Quiz
Q6 What will you now find in the red phone box in
Long Marston?

Village News

By Caroline Johnson

out and about on our weekend jaunts, exploring the stunning,
local countryside, sharing lots of laughs and cheeky banter
with my fellow Wheelers, while my calf muscles have been
steadily growing in parallel with my overall fitness. I’ve re-
cently bought a second hand road bike on e-Bay - a major
upgrade from the old mountain bike - and work is in process
to gather together a collection of super-tight lycra accessories

so I look the part (who said, “all the gear and no idea”?).

I now positively look forward to Sunday mornings where a 20
-miler no longer feels like the Everest it once did. Yes, I am
even speeding up a tad and not swearing so much on the hills!

But what of the “other virus”? - the nasty one that has seen us
all change the way we live? Has COVID-19 scuppered the
Wilstone Wheelers outings for now? No, not a bit!

Being an adaptable bunch, each Sunday route is now planned
well in advance. Observing social distancing rules we each
depart according to a strict timetable that has us exiting our
houses at 10-minute intervals; I’'m always first as I’'m still the
slowest in the group, but that’s OK! Then off we go for our
weekly cycle, independently but sort of together.

Once back home we each grab our mobiles and collectively
meet for coffee and cake via the video-conferencing app,
Zoom. How fab is that? Almost a group outing followed by a
virtual coffee morning!

So now you know what coronavirus, fat calves and a bunch of
nutters has in common!

And I hope that someone out there reading this, perhaps with
an old dusty bike that hasn’t seen the light of day for years is
inspired enough to go dig it out and join us on a Sunday
morning jaunt? You’d be most welcome and I for one would
be more that happy to encourage, cajole and mentally carry
you around the route, just as Marcus, Alla, Jill, Claire, Aman-
da, Paul, Richard and Abby continue to do for me. You would
be made to feel most welcome!

See you soon?
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THE LITTLE IT COMPANY

Laptops, PCs, Tablets, Apple Macs, Wifi Interneft,
Repairs & Upgrades, FREE collection & delivery

Experienced Tech Professional will solve all your
computer/technology related problems.

NO FIX - NO FEE SUARANTEE
Facebook Page: Website:

@thelittleite O@ www.thelittleI Tcompany.co.uk

Make your Computer Smile - Call Mark baszed in Cheddington 07789 304 274

Quiz
Q7 How many locks are on the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand Union Canal?

Village News
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I’ve had an idea ....

THESE are words that strike fear into the heart of my dearly
beloved ‘other half” at the best of times, and the current situa-
tion is making that fear so much greater as I have more time
to formulate my idea before putting it forward! I doubt he is
the only one who experiences feelings of panic and anxiety
whenever these words are said. Seldom has so short a phrase
managed to have such an impact on so many different people
as this one does! Sometimes, when said in public, it is almost
possible to hear a collective groan from those who hear it in
their own homes and the feeling of empathy towards the re-
cipient is palpable!

Ordinarily, these ideas of mine are allowed to fester untrou-
bled for a while, and are then responded to with a degree of
scepticism and perhaps an amendment or two which mean the
debate about the viability of the proposition is continued.
Current restrictions mean that every time the phrase is ut-
tered, it is to a captive audience. Less able to use the excuse
of going to the gym or work in order to escape the proposal
for a change in decoration, layout or location which may be
about to follow. Even the dog will look for a means of es-
cape!

Actually, not all of my ideas are that bad, one or two have
even been received rather well, albeit with a caveat attached
about affordability, practicality or time scale! Recently I had
one that resulted so favourably that I decided to share it with
you, dear reader.

Trying as I was to ensure that as little food is wasted as possi-
ble, I decided to use what we had rather than throwing it
away. Having studied the contents of the fridge, I realised
just how much lettuce I buy but don’t use. Actually, it’s not
that I don’t use it, but more that my good intentions often go
to pot half way through the week and I am then left with salad
that is past its best. This is not something that will happen
again as a consequence of my recent revelation!

Having chosen my main ingredient, lettuce, I then had to find
a recipe which would use it all up. Everyone knows that I
love a recipe, so I pored over my assorted cookery books to
no avail; nowhere could I find a recipe that called for copious
quantities of the green stuff. Inspiration was found on the
internet. Soup! Amazingly, I found a recipe for lettuce soup
which was perfect in every way.

Predictably, I didn’t have all the ingredients that were called
for. Recipes so frequently ask for things that simply are not
available and usually I give in and don’t make them, but this
time I decided to substitute the missing items for things I did
have — no spring onions, so [ used leeks! Actually, the result
was so pleasing that I would suggest that you use the recipe
as a base and add whatever you have to it. Try it for your-
selves and see whether your idea is as favourably received as
mine was — on this occasion at least!

May 2020

By Sally Smith

Lettuce Soup(serves 4)

Ingredients:
350g lettuce

2 shallots OR 5 spring onions

30g butter

Y bunch of dill OR % tsp dried dill
1 tbsp flour

750ml stock

35ml double cream

1 tbsp lemon juice

Method

Shred the lettuce into tagliatelle sized slices — wash well

Melt the butter in a saucepan and sweat the shallots gently for
5 minutes without colouring

Add half the chopped dill to the shallots and season well.
Cook for 10 minutes with the lid on

Add the lettuce and stir well to coat with butter. Cook until it
begins to wilt and then add the flour. Cook for a further 2-3
minutes

Add the stock and stir until the lettuce is just covered and
then simmer gently for 10 minutes

Add the remaining dill together with the cream and lemon
juice.

I didn’t have cream, so used four baby new potatoes instead
and sweated them with the onions. A really delicious soup
which doesn’t need liquidising — unless you only like silky
smooth soups!

Picture Quiz

Not as easy as it looks....Only the really
observant will get this right

Answer on page 25

30
20
13

Quiz

Q9 What do the churches in Long Marston and Marsworth have in common?

Village News
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The Queens Head e
Long Marston Long what
. . Food served (etone B i ‘a\Y/a
; Thursday, Friday 5-9pm 45 WY 'E..l:.ﬂ"-]'t Gro T

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm

Sunday Lunch served
12 noon to 4pm

Live music
01296 668368

www.queensheadlongmarston.com

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hob and extractors

« Professional service
« Excellent value and fully insured
e Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Could you get involved
in helping with Cubs?

Cubs are boys and girls aged 8 to 10 years.

We meet on Wednesday from & to 7.30pm in
term time at Wilstone Village Hall,

We are currently looking for

+  Two more adults to join the Cub
Leadership team

There |& support & treining and good program
resourcas avalabla. Wae are insured for a8 younger
sibling to come along, if neadad

If vou would like 1o become invalved please
contact Iwlmscouts@gmail.com

Call: 01789 581 007 Email: info@avon-estates.co.uk

‘Marston Edge

Resdentisl Park Homes

Campden Road | Lower Quinton | Wanwickshire | CW37 8L

www.marstonedge.co.uk

Mestled on the edge of the beautiful Cotsealds, this brand-new secure gated developrment of just 47 sing'e
storey homes has 3 stunming backdrop of rolling countryside, whilst boasting excellent transport routes to
nearby Stratford-upon-Avan, the Cotswolds and Chipping Campden,

Prices start from C220,000 and there is a cholce of plots and layouts to sult your cwn personal preferences,

All hames are 2 bedroomed, & bathraoms, with fully integrated kitchen appliances and fully furnished (if
required). There is a small garden area with a galvanised shed and Block paved parking for 2 cars

Exclusively for the over 50r's
10 Year Build Warranty
Fully Furnizshed Homes
Private Parking for 2 Cars
secure Gated Development
Fets Welcome

Finance Packages Avallable

FF 2P

Quiz

Q8 There’s a bench opposite the bus shelter in Wilstone. What does it commemorate?

Village News
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From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting

AS the date of the Council Meeting approached, your reporter
was uncertain how to proceed. Would the meeting go ahead?
Would the councilors hear each other when two metres apart?
Would they make themselves understood when wearing face
masks? Would your reporter have to break self-isolation and
risk infection to keep the citizens of the parish informed?

All these questions were answered when contact was made
shortly before the meeting by Steven Godwin, at that time,
Chairman Designate. The message was that there was to be a
virtual meeting and that your reporter was invited to log in. In
fact this proved to be less high tech than was anticipated as
the link only provided access to an audio conference call but
everyone logged in. One bonus was that the time was one
hour earlier than the usual 8pm so chances of staying awake
after two glasses of wine (one benefit of virtual meetings)
were much improved.

New Chairman

The first item on the agenda was the unanimous election of
Steven as the new Chairman. He took control very quickly,
pointing out the problems of conference calls, that
participants must avoid talking over one another. The new
Chairman was also very good at making it clear who was
speaking, which helped your reporter to identify who said
what.

There was one downside to this communication medium, the
fact that one unknown participant seemed to have left the
television on so we had much music and conversation in the
background. During silences between comments it was hard
to resist the temptation to work out which programme was on,
and whether it would be more exciting than the meeting
proceedings!

Zipping through

Once the meeting was underway the new Chairman was able
to transact business with commendable efficiency. The cost
of grass cutting arrangements with MW Agri and BIW
Services were confirmed, as long as total costs remain within
budget. It was agreed that repairs to the frequently used zip
wire at Wilstone Recreation Ground should be carried out by
Play Innovation, again within budget. There was also a
reference to a ‘Cable Way’ and your reporter began to
wonder whether there is some kind of theme park up at
Wilstone but apparently this is another way of describing the
Zip wire.

It was agreed that the timing of this work will need to be
monitored and will depend on the availability of providers
and current work restrictions.

Who pays?

There was a discussion of the need to make good the paved
back entrance to Wilstone Village Hall, following the health
and safety concerns reported by ROSPA. It was agreed that
either the work must be carried out or the entrance closed but
the main responsibility for payment must be with the Village
Hall. However TRPC would be willing to offer one third and
this is to be conveyed to Peter Walker, Chair of that

Village News

Committee.
Changing Times

A number of actual and potential changes were announced,
showing that the Council is not allowing the current crisis to
stand in the way of actions to improve efficiency. The
following were agreed:

® The appointment of a new auditor, Auditing Solutions
Ltd, reflecting accepted good practice of changing auditor
every 2/3 years

® A review of insurance arrangements when the current
policies expire in June, to be led by Doug Chalmers

® A review of current webmail systems to overcome
existing limitations, to be led by the new Chairman

® Agreement in principle for new software to improve
financial controls, as long as the contract has sufficient
protection against future cost increases

The Chairman to work with the Finance Officer (acting Clerk,
Usha Kilich) to produce a cash flow analysis for the next
meeting

Bats and Diamonds

Councilor Fox reported on his meetings with Councilor
Hollingshurst of Dacorum to discuss the traffic flow through
Long Marston. He confirmed the previous advice that
Dacorum would not make pavement improvement a condition
of planning approval of the Glebe Meadow development.
There has however been discussion of a longer term plan that
has the potential to transform the traffic flow through the
village.

There is a proposal from Bucks County Council for a
‘diamond shaped’ road plan which will take traffic away from
Long Marston. It does however depend on the strengthening
of Brownlow Bridge, work which might be impeded by the
existence of bats underneath (hopefully without any viruses!).
This is a longer term solution that will also depend on
persuading lorries from Cheddington Airfield to follow the
new diamond route.

Leaning on lampposts

Younger readers may not understand your reporter’s mind
going back to the days of George Formby when the issue of
the leaning lampposts was brought up under any other
business. Apparently there are two leaning lampposts on the
way out of the village and there is uncertainty whether these
are owned — and need to be insured - by Herts CC or TRPC.
This will hopefully be resolved before any ukulele playing
Formby tribute acts — and a certain little lady - come by!

Quiz

Q10 What was Wilstone Wharf before it became the
new canal-side homes ?
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Letters to the editor....

From Jeremy Johnson
Sewage

Is anybody able to enlighten me here?
The picture is of a Biomarsh sewage lorry parked in front
of my drive blocking it.

y A .

| believe it’'s a happy-birthday gift from Thames Water
(yes it was my birthday)...blocking my drive without my
permission.

I've heard several reports of why these lorries are coming
up and down Tring Road at all times of day and night,
waking me up and probably other residents too. One
report said there was a blockage beyond

Wilstone. Another, purporting to come from a Biomarsh
truck driver in Wilstone Village shop, said that there was
some kind of blockage or problem at Aston Clinton and
the sewage was having to be trucked out to Wilstone to
get it into the sewage network.

| don’t know for sure what’s going on here. But that last
report left me thinking. Over the years I've been in
Wilstone we’ve seen proposals for extensive areas of
new housing in Wilstone. Often one of the comments |
make is that the existing Wilstone pumping station isn’t
adequate to cope with the housing we do have which is
how we end up with the “Wilstone Whiff” at weekends
and bank holidays.

So, if the last report | heard of an alleged problem in
Aston Clinton is true, is this a case of building in
Buckinghamshire beyond the limits of what the existing
infrastructure can cope with having an impact on
neighbouring Hertfordshire? Or is it that the Hertfordshire
sewage network is unable to cope with own sewage from
its own residents?

Village News

From Margaret Kelland
Flooding

Most of your readers will be aware that Astrope Lane
was flooded for several weeks this

winter. Unprecedented rainfall of course, but the
reason for the flooding was that the water had nowhere
to go. We had always dug out the roadside ditch,
where it runs beside our field, but a few years ago | let
Dacorum know that a heavy vehicle had pushed the
bank down into the ditch and a mechanical digger was

needed to clear it.

Nothing was ever done, so all that loose earth was
pushed into the pipes connecting the ditch to the
adjacent stream, blocking them, so that water could not
escape and consequently covered the road.

The ditch is now full of earth set like concrete, and as
you can see, is at the same level as the road. The
stream that runs through our property meanwhile has
been maintained and runs free. That is where all that
water could have gone.

Just a few thoughts from a couple of old fogies in
lockdown. May | also please thank the wonderful
neighbours and friends who have shopped for us, and
say how delightful it has been to see so many young
families out cycling safely on our now quiet road, just as
our own children did forty years ago.

Quiz
Q11 Which village in Tring Rural Parish was a Civil
Parish in its own right until 19647
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Life in Lockdown. ..

I emailed out across the villages asking what they were doing
during this Lockdown period. These are some of the
responses

Ed

Jane Banister

Things I am still doing

Getting dressed

Eating too much

Watching too much TV

Still not tidying the study (although I have moved things
around a lot)

Things I am not doing

Meeting people face to face

Going to church

Seeing my parents.

It is not a very long list, but it is interesting what has changed
and what has not. We are told that routine is very important,
so I am getting up at a normal time and getting dressed. But I
am not wearing my clergy collar unless we are filming a
service, and as many of you will know, wearing or not
wearing our work clothes has an interesting effect on the
mind.

My bad habits are still there. Although I do sort of work from
home in normal times, I know that my most effective working
days are those where I am not in all day, as I am the world
champion at procrastinating. I hate not seeing other people,
although I do know how lucky I am to be living with others
and not on my own. I really, really hate not being able to see
my parents — we talk regularly on the phone, but the getting
them onto video calling has proved too stressful!

The very interesting one is the ruling about not being in
church. While the government has said that clergy can go
into church on their own, the bishops have said no one can go
in. Some clergy are disobeying the ruling. We have decided
not to go into church and not to celebrate communion until
we can do those things together. We are filming services
from home, which has been an interesting experience
(tringteamparish.org.uk), but we are not live streaming. This
is partly because the quality of the production is better when
recorded, and we know we have a lot of people watching
whose sight and hearing are not 100%, and it also makes it
easier to have others involved. So people have been pre
recording the Bible readings and prayers at home and when
out on their exercise, and sending them in to be part of the
service.

And that to me has been the vital thing — I miss our church
buildings desperately, but the joy and tears at seeing others
being part of the services again were far greater. We love our
churches, but they are not the most vital thing. You are. So
we are still praying for you, and worshipping with you.
Please — get in touch, keep in touch and let us know what we
can do to help you.

With love

Jane

Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this
time of uncertainty and distress.

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,and lift up all
who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing
can separate us from your love

Village News

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

And now for something completely different — sandwiches.
In the call for articles, the editor said that favourite
sandwiches were a new feature in the magazine. I have one
word for this — condiments. They can make or break a
sandwich. I have been known to eat a sandwich that has only
pickle or mayonnaise or wholegrain mustard in it. Adding a
coating of French dressing to stale bread can soften it, but
take care when eating it as there can be a certain amount of
drippage.

My next article will be on the joys of toasted cheese.

Heather Bernard

What are you doing differently?
Enjoying the quiet
I'm doing what I'm being told to do.

What music are you listening to?
Usually 'Radio X'

What's your favourite lunch at the moment?
Nothing goes to waste - so any mish mash using leftovers that
has actually tasted good.

What do you miss the most?

I'm not really missing very much, and starting to enjoy the
peace.

But I do miss family visits.

Walking in the woods.

What games are you playing to pass the time?

'Ori and the Blind Forest' (on xbox)

'Quiz Planet' (on facebook)

Daily - Mahjong / Solitaire / jigsaw puzzle (online)

What's your favourite TV programme right now?
Taskmaster

Gogglebox

Nature programmes

(anything not involving covil9 / death figures!)

What is your favourite lockdown tipple?
Oh go on then - Baileys - thank you very much.

What's the first thing you're going to do when the lockdown
ends?

If there's still no vaccine - worry!

Or, Go with my family (and dog) to visit my daughter

Quiz

Q12 What's the name of the award given annually by
the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society for
outstanding contribution to the village?
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Life in Lockdown....

Sally Smith

What are you doing differently?
Working remotely! Although it’s tricky as I work at a school,
so it’s not as easy as you might think!

What music are you listening to?
Anything that makes me want to dance, as I'm trying to move
as much as I can rather than slumping in front of the TV.

What's your favourite lunch at the moment?
Lettuce soup (see my article for details of how to make it for

yourself!)

What do you miss the most?
My alarm going off! Strange as it may seem, it marks the
beginning of the day and the routine which follows.

What games are you playing to pass the time?

We are doing a family ‘pub quiz’ every Friday evening via
FaceTime. The age range is 86 — 6 months and some mem-
bers of the family haven 't quite grasped the concept of being
muted so that we can all hear the questions being asked!

What's your favourite TV programme right now?
Either Escape to the Chateau DIY (Channel 4) or Race
Around the World (BBC2).

What is your favourite lockdown tipple?

Whatever concoction my son creates for me! He'’s been fur-
loughed from The Gatsby so is spending his time creating
new cocktails and needed a guinea pig! The best one so far
has been the ‘Martian Whiskey’

What's the first thing you're going to do when the lock-
down ends?

Go shopping for all the things that my dearly beloved needs
to finish all the DIY jobs that I've either asked him to start or
have come up with for him to do whilst weve been in lock-
down!

Karen Bunce

For me, nothing much has changed, really. I think the first
thing I will do will be to visit my family, and then a garden
centre!

For me, things that I will actually miss about the lockdown
are:

clearly hearing birdsong without being drowned out by traffic
or planes,

seeing a clear blue sky without vapour trails,

a return to commuting to work!

Village News

Hamish Smith

My view of Lockdown as a 13 year old labradoodle
-

What are you doing differently?

I still have the same routine but I love that there are
more people in the house.

What music are you listening to?

I never get to listen to my playlist anymore because
they aren't going out! so I have to listen to their rubbish.
What do you miss the most?

I miss my best friend Daisy Brown as we always walk
together.

What games are you playing to pass the time?

I like playing "it must be time to have another treat" or
the snooze game.

What's your favourite TV programme right now?

I like any James Bond Movie because it means my dad-
dy is home .

What is your favourite lockdown tipple?

Dirty water from a stream or puddle .

What's the first thing you're going to do when the
lockdown ends?

First thing 'l do after all this is see Daisy at the Half
Moon

Quiz

Q13 What type of tree dominates the surrounding area
of Wilstone and Long Marston?
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Will Lockdown cure this addiction?

What have I missed most during the lock-
down?

o

I should start by making it clear that my wife and [ love
this parish. We have lived in this area for fifty years. First
it was Cheddington where our children first went to
school; then Marsworth where they grew up, now Long
Marston where they visit us with their children, our
grandchildren. There is nowhere else in the world that we
would rather live.

There is however a problem with identity. Many times
over the years, business acquaintances from other parts of
the country have asked me where I live. [ used to say ‘a
village near Tring’ which would lead to a blank look. I'd
add ‘between Berkhamsted and Aylesbury’ which would
make the blank look even blanker. And mentioning Leigh-
ton Buzzard was a sure conversation stopper. A village in
Hertfordshire? Hardly helpful when you have to drive
through three counties to find the nearest supermarket. In
the end I found that ‘a village on the way from London to
Oxford’ was the best way of removing puzzled expres-
sions.

The other problem of living round here is deciding which
sports teams to support. Much as I appreciate Long Mars-
ton cricket and football teams - and that appreciation was
increased when I wrote articles about them last year -
they are not exactly Football League or County Champion-
ship standard. Aylesbury Town, Hertfordshire Cricket
Club? Hardly likely to stir the blood, hit the headlines or
encourage friendly rivalry and competitive gossip over
the water cooler.

You may ask - what has all this to do with the lockdown
and what | have missed most during this period of isola-
tion? The answer is that [ have missed the highlight of my
year, the sign that spring has arrived, my annual ritual of
driving for two hours up the M1, sitting all day, usually in
bitterly cold weather, watching probably the worst county
cricket team in the country disappoint me yet again. I sit
in the half empty stand with others of a certain age, join-
ing in the grumbling about this useless team and how it
was never the same in our day. Knowing that, against all
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By Alan Warner

logic and common sense, there is where [ want to be.

However this is not quite the perfect day. The perfect day
is when the fixture list allows me to leave the cricket
ground around 2.30, cross Trent Bridge and join the
crowd to watch the football team that was once the best in
the country but has been letting me and my fellow fans
down for the last twenty five years. When the football
match is over I will return to the cricket for a final hour of
pain before heading back down the M1 to Long Marston.
Yet there is nothing in the world that I would rather do,
nothing that [ miss more.

So how do you explain that someone known to friends
and family as rational and unemotional should still find
such pleasure in watching Notts Cricket Club and Notting-
ham Forest Football Club fail to meet expectations time
and time again? OK, so I grew up in Nottingham, I went to
school there but I haven’t lived in the city for over fifty
years. In fact [ haven’t even visited the city except to expe-
rience the delights of Trent Bridge and the City Ground.

[ also know that there are alternatives. I know that North-
amptonshire Cricket Club is nearer and that Watford are in
the Premier League. And I could and should go to watch the
Long Marston teams. But I can’t help losing interest in live
sport after a few minutes if a Notts team is not involved. And
this peculiarity has even spread to my family. My son, who
has never even lived in the city, is just as committed to Not-
tingham Forest and often joins me in my suffering at the City
Ground. Or maybe you might say, it's him being kind and put-
ting family bonding before common sense.

On the other hand there have been sporting positives from
the lockdown and the cancellation of live sport. My weekends
have been much less stressful. Even when I was not making
the optimistic journey (and the sad return) on the M1, I
would spend the morning working out whether Forest would
be in the play-off places if we won today’s match and all the
other teams lost. Or whether Notts might save the game if
only our two remaining batsmen could both score centuries.
And then [ would spend the afternoon listening to the scores
coming in, realizing that my optimism was once again totally
unfounded.

Instead, during lockdown, I can now go onto YouTube and
watch the highlights of the 1959 Cup Final or Notts winning
the first division title in dramatic fashion in 2010. And I can
believe that, but for Coronavirus, this would have been our
season.

So, will the lockdown cure my addiction and make me realize
that someone of my age should not be haring up the M1,
chasing rainbows that will always disappoint? Certainly my
wife and family hope so and all logic would point that way.
But I just say ‘dream on’.

Quiz
Q14 Who took over Long Marston Airfield from the RAF
in 19427

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Problem with your wihdows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?
- Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't?
- Water getting into the double glazed unit?
- All misted up inside the unit?
- Handles & Hinges repaired
- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted.
Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 + arrange an appointment today!

[ ing service.
Try our window cleaning :
Ca;|y07875 534780 for more details.

May 2020

M Electrodus
BOSCH AEG SIEMENS [_E:‘_;-:rr
L e

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE

Specialist in the r‘erair‘ of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-
ances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call-out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.

F.R Jeffery & Son =
Coal Merchant £

Coal, Smokeless Fuel,
Kiln Dried Logs,
& Compost

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances
Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact us on: 01296 661258

l’ ll,,.,l.;nq'

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Long Marston & Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
A“éfé

service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
REGISTER

www.llheating.co.uk

9%'" Ms

[
M) Electrical Engineering Ltd

MICEIC Apgroved Eeclrical Conlractor

An established farmily business wikh courteois, prampd s2nice
covering Bads, Bucks & Herts far mane infomztion
please visi cur website o comtad] ik

01296630703

Wetr  viww.mj-electrical.co.uk

“mal:  morockett@mj-electrical.co.uk

||||:‘E.Il Lighting # Power o Heating o Testing '+f=f“-

e
T&S TREECARE

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE
Telephone: 01296 662167

Quiz

Q15 In which year did Wilstone School close?

Village News
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Here is our attempt to cheer you
up. Or sigh in despair.

Don’t worry, it is only for one month.

Peter and Jill are walking down the road and Peter has a bag of
doughnuts in his hand..

Peter says to Jill: "If you can guess how many doughnuts are in
my bag, you can have them both."

.
T T
"T'hay, L .. TTTmm=e-aol

rlhev have ~.. . 7 7mmee—eoll L
'

- . ) - The .
With all this talk of Corona Virus, the L y haye uarantlped every

people who make sanitising gel are i ~=¢nnon airport
rubbing their hands together. :

Very one at Jop ’
...... Imagine a[ the peoplg |

The same bike triesto | Tl
run me down every day. It’s
a vicious cycle.

An amnesiac walks into a bar.
He goesuptoa beautiful blonde
and says, “So, do | come here

often?”

spill all
terday 1 saw @ guy '
Eiesssirabble Jetters on the f((i)z:i
asked him rWhat's the wor

the street’

This is sheepdog Wilson,
working from home

e e
i

Did you hear the one about John
i Travolta testing negative for the
i coronavirus? It turns out it was just
; Saturday Night Fever.

an walk i
on't nto g
SEIve your type

bartender 'We

Lockdown ignored

CLASSIFIED AD
Single man with toilet paper
seeks woman with sanitiser for

good clean fun

I a&w i1 fman in
rhe srrcet inbirogxl
v, bl

2 bsiss! .

Quiz

A suspected Covid 19 patient is in hos-
pital wearing an oxygen mask. A nurse
appears to give him a sponge bath. He
asks “Nurse, are my testicles black?”
The Nurse replies, “I don’t know, I am
only here to give your upper body a
bath.”

He asks again “Are my testicles black,
Nurse”. The Nurse raises the bed sheet,
has a rummage around and takes a good
look. “I can tell you that everything
looks fine” says the Nurse. The patient

Q16 How many pubs have
there been in Long Marston?
And can you name them?

lowers his mask and says “Thank you
Nurse, but I was just asking, are.. my...
test... results... back?”

Village News
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The CIA had an opening for an assassin. After all the background checks, interviews and testing were done, there were three
finalists: two men and a woman. For the final test, the CIA agents took one of the men to a large metal door and handed him
agun.

"We must know that you will follow your instructions no matter what the circumstances. Inside the room you will find your
wife sitting in a chair. Kill her." The man said "You can't be serious. | could never shoot my wife". The agent said, "Then you
are not the right man for this job. Take your wife and go home".

The second man was given the same instructions. He took the gun and went into the room. All was quiet for about five
minutes. The man came out with tears in his eyes, "I tried, but | can't kill my wife." The agent said, "You don't have what it

takes, so take your wife and go home " Finally, it was the woman's turn. She was given the same instructions to kill her hus-
band. She took the gun and went into the room. Shots were heard one after another. They heard screaming, crashing, and
banging on the walls. After a few minutes, all was quiet. The door opened slowly and there sto d the woman, wiping sweat

from her brow. Q u:z

"The gun was loaded with blanks" she said. "I had to kill him with the chair."

um“mﬂﬂﬂdﬂ | Peter collected some monkeys from

w0 miaters apartlt | Heathrow airport to take them to Whip-

snade zoo. Unfortunately his truck broke

- down enroute, and as he was worried about the animals’
! welfare, he rang his friend Phil to come and help him. They

| transferred the monkeys to Martin’s truck; Peter paid him

i some money and instructed him to take them to the zoo

i immediately. Some three hours later, whilst Peter was still

- waiting for assistance he was astounded to see Phil coming

! back still with the monkeys on board. ‘I thought | told you to
| take the monkeys to the Zoo’ he shouted. ‘I did that’ said

Far thase of yau wil
stancing. .- this is

A plane with 5 passengers on board—Donald Trump, Boris John-
son, Angela Merkel, the Pope and a ten year old school boy. The
plane is about to crash and there are only 4 parachutes.

Trump said | need one. I’'m the smartest man in the America and

Do try this at home am needed to sort out the problems of the World!’, takes one
HOW SMART IS YOUR FOOT? and jumps.

This will baffle your mind and
you will keep trying over and over
again to see if you can outsmart
your foot, but you can't. The Pope says ‘Il need one as the Catholic Church needs me’. He

takes a parachute and jumps.

Boris said ‘I’'m needed to sort out Britain’. He takes one and
jumps..

1. WITHOUT anyone watching you and while sitting

where you are at your desk in front of your computer, Angela said to the ten year old: "You can have the last parachute.
lift your right foot off the floor and make clockwise I've lived my life, yours is only just starting."

circles.

2. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" in the The 10 year old replied: "Don’t worry, there are 2 parachutes left,
air with your right hand. the smartest man in America just took my school satchel.

Your foot will change direction.

Lockdown in caustic wax by Phil Madley
British Airways

" have announced
" that they will be
resuming flights
whilst observing
social distancing
requirements.

Village News
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Could you be a News Reporter

Village News is in great need of additional reporters to
cover not only the ever growing number of local events
in our area but also to give, for example, a personal
slant on village life.

No previous experience is required and the amount of
time given would depend purely on individual
circumstances.

If you feel you can help please contact Colin Moore on
01442 826976

May 2020

Wilstone Village Hall Committee

hereby give public notice of the
Annual General Meeting

to be held on Wednesday 20th May
2020 at 7:30 pm.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions this
meeting will take place via video
conference
please go to
http://wilstone.org/hall/committee/
to join.

All are invited and new members are
welcome.

Tring Rural Parish Council contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:

Doug Chalmers (Chairman) 07885 962818
doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk

Mary Davis 07516344248
Steven Godwin
Nigel Fox 01296 662922

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk

John Thirkettle 01296 661825
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk

The Clerk to the Council is :
Chloe Collins
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX

The Villages Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman

07516 344248

01442 822031

Parish Council Website:
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/

JOBS FOR JO

No time, energy or inclination?
Ask Jo to do the job for you

Garden tidying - regular and one offs
Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale
Fence painting
Small internal decorating
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing
Administration assistance
Small jobs a speciality

Jo Woodbridge
07719 434620 or 01442 891444

e M S
FARM ‘i’»-ﬁ' &E‘!# SHOP
Sons

We can offer a delivery/collection service for
those in the local villages that are isolating
themselves.

Minimum order £20
Orders can be emailed to in-
fo@pemeadandsons.co.uk

Please include your name, address, phone number
and of course your shopping list.

We will do our best but supplies of some items are
short.
We will call you to confirm.

Thank you.
01442 828478 www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

Quiz
Q18 What are the names of the 4 reservoirs that make
up Tring Reservoirs?

Village News
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Are you sitting comfortably? By Caroline Clist

WHEN Paul asked for contributions for this month’s Village
News, I felt as an editor that I should help him out, as I was
inundated with articles for my most recent issue (oh, yes, I
was!).

As I am not a great watcher of television, I’ll channel my
inner Miss Elizabeth Bennet, and deserving of neither great
praise or great censure but taking much pleasure in stories of
the literary kind (no screen required) I thought that I would
take inspiration from the Norwegians. According to the
article that a friend forwarded on to me from ScandiKitchen,
over Easter “the sales of crime novels spike six-fold as
everyone stocks up to spend the holidays reading about gory
murders (whilst eating waffles, fresh oranges and Kvikklunsj
chocolates).” Certainly, the eating of lots of chocolate
sounds good to me.

I like crime stories for their two-fold features of a puzzle to
solve and that they need to be set in a recognisable reality (for
the puzzle to be solvable). Whilst the praise of some literary
novels is that they ‘evoke a time and place’ you get that for
free in a crime novel / thriller.

So, whether you are in need of distraction from domestic
disharmony or wishing you were miles away, here are six
suggestions of something a bit different to read:

For a fun view of rural living (although a bit further north)
with a side serving of untimely death, seasoned with poison,
Julia Chapman has written about the Yorkshire Dales in the
‘Date with...” series. Each one is a story in its own right, but
they do seem to have an ongoing thread of a wider plot
running through them, to be continued.... The main
characters are into fell running — including the rather
idiosyncratic Weimaraner, Tolpuddle — whilst dealing with
goings on in a rural town.

For more realistic murder in the countryside Rebecca Tope’s
series of West Country murders gives you the scene 20 years
ago, complete with slurry and lots of dairy cattle. I’ve
recently got them re-published from The Works. It’s country
murder of more of a muddy wellies and tractors countryside
than Miss Marple’s quaint villages.

And talking of time travel...in case we don’t get much of a
VE day, how about a combined WWII and current day story
of the impact and current day effects of the French
Resistance? A Treachery of Spies by Manda Scott gives you
all this and more. It made me think about the issues with
Americans in a new way (see also Philip Berr’s Bernie
Gunther series for more on the post war exploits of Nazis).
If overseas travel is what you are looking for, how about
Australia? A book for times of isolation, The Lost Man by
Jane Harper makes our self-isolation look like communal
living. The heat radiates from the page, putting into
perspective watering the allotment.

When I’ve had a bad day, I find it reassuring to re-read Stuart
MacBride’s “A Dark so Deadly” which although being set in
a completely fictional place helps. Even if it is made up, it’s
still better to think that my day has not been as bad as
Callum’s. It also has more haikus than a Japanese poetry
book. Although not being an expert in Japanese poetry, that
last bit might not be exactly true.

And to finish, something completely different; Matthew
Syed’s Rebel Ideas. Not a crime book, so much as a crime

Village News

not to take account of it when working in any sort of group -
so come the revolution (i.e. when once again we can go about
our daily tasks without fear of infection), think about the
people that you find hard work and perhaps together you’ll be
able to come up with something better. If you think you are
too young, too old, working or not working, the wrong
gender or any other feeling of being the wrong person to get
involved with the parish council, then you are exactly the
right person!

( )
H e I IO' If you are self-isolating, we can help

A\ J

I live locally in: Wilstone / Long Marston / Gubblecote /
Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope - please circle as appropriate
My phone number is:

If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can help
with:

Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone Community Shop,
or if they don’t have what you need, we will try and ]

get it elsewhere. ||
Posting mail ]
Urgent supplies -
A friendly phone call from someone in the villages

Please get someone to drop this form into the —
community shop, and we will contact you to get to
know your needs. —

This is a voluntary community service provided by
Wilstone Community Shop in these difficult times. We will
do our best to help you, for free.

r \
Coronavirus is contagious. Avoid physical contact and
keep a distance of 2 metres from othérs

Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly for 2
minutes.

Shopping will be left on your doorstep and we let you
know it is there.

J

Quiz

Q19 Why was Tringford Pumping Station built?

Supported by The Wilstone Community Shop
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Wilstone Community Shop

Run by the community, for the community

We aim to serve the Community by:

e Keeping prices fair
e Offering a wide range of goods and services

e Stocking home-made and local produce

e Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work

Fruit & Veg

We have been working with Jenny and Simon at
the Farm Shop for ways to make it easier for our
customers to reduce the number of shop visits they
need to make. We are now therefore stocking
some essential fresh fruit and veg (supplied by the
Meads) including; two types of potatoes, leeks,

o s CAITOtS, tomatoes, onions
; and lemons.

A top tip from one
of our customers, thinly
slice a lemon and pop it
in the freezer, you then
have to hand the perfect
addition to your gin and
tonic—ice and lemon
combined!

Grab some fresh veg

New Measures

We have implemented some changes at the shop to try and
reduce contact between customers and volunteers to an
absolute minimum. We are only allowing one customer in
the shop at a time, with waiting customers being asked to
queue 2 metres apart outside the shop. The shop volunteers
are wearing face masks during their shifts. Although the
Government are not yet recommending this for the
population as a whole, it is something we feel gives better
protection to our customers and volunteers.

We are also asking you, our customers, to try and
limit your visits to as few as possible. Thanks to some
additional volunteers we have been able to re-instate
newspaper deliveries which should reduce footfall. We
appreciate all your patience and kindness whilst these new
systems have been introduced.

May 2020
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Community Shop

More things that are new!

Like other shops we have, at times, struggled to get deliveries
of all our usual items. Ali and other key members of the
Management Committee have worked tirelessly to track
down new suppliers to make sure the shop has remained well
stocked. We’re proud to say
that we’ve managed to keep up
with demand for toilet rolls,
tissues, eggs, bread, pasta and
milk up until now, but we have
also had to bring in some new
products to try and fill the gaps
and meet the demand for
essential supplies. -

We have a much wider §
range of stock than usual in the
freezer, from Debbie’s frozen
meals to battered cod, fish
cakes, pizza and vegetables.

We have some Knorr
soups; both Minestrone and
Tomato and Basil recipes,
which are packaged in pouches
rather than tins, but equally
delicious. We have purchased bulk quantities of pasta and
rice which we have packaged into 500g recyclable paper
bags. We have penne, fusilli, macaroni and spaghetti and
think we may carry on purchasing pasta this way even after
=7 | the lockdown is lifted, as it is

o much more environmentally
friendly.

We also have some
industrial-sized containers of anti
bacterial soap from which we
can refill your smaller 250ml
dispensers for £1 per refill.

We are continuing to take
orders from those who are self-
isolating and have a large band of
volunteers able to deliver these to
your door. So please do use this
- service if you need to.

Two Soups!

Anti Bac soap refills

Quiz Q20 There’s a memorial next to the War Memorial in Long Marston.

What does it commemorate?

Village News
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Supermarket Sweep 2020
by Emma Smith

Gone are the days of mindless ambling down the aisles , pick-
ing up things that take your fancy ; now military precision
and tactical skills are required in this lockdown period.
I gird my loins as I park up, checking that there are not too
many cars or a lengthy queue. I scan the lists of people I'm
shopping for and study them as if learning lines; shopping in
shops I don’t know my way around. I don my gloves, I feel
like a character in the Hunger Games . I just need a quiver
and some arrows to complete the look .
As the weeks pass new procedures are in place but still [ am
always greeted by helpful, smiling staff.
I’'m off .... juggling lists , checking I don’t go past something
that I need.
I start to wonder how people survive in the outside world ?
How do they drive their cars ? It appears many people are
unable to follow directional arrows and one way systems ...
regardless of how often the staff implore them to follow the
arrows!
Why people need to shop as couples ? Why people need to
have a full conversation on their mobiles whilst shopping in
these times ? It’s all beyond me .
I stand patiently waiting for a man looking at cheeses in a
cabinet. Everyone in the aisle is stationary and waiting. |
think he was there for what seemed like 5 minutes, oblivious
to those around him. We didn’t know his situation , his wor-
ries, what he was going through we waited quietly until he
moved on.
I find myself holding my breath and breathing in to make
myself somehow smaller as I’m on the busy aisles . How |
think this helps I don’t know but it makes me feel better.
I wish this was Supermarket Sweep at least I’d find a large
inflatable doughnut or flamingo and get an extra 50 quid add-
ed to my trolley at the end of the show. Dale Winton (god rest
his permatanned soul ) or Rylan waiting at the tills with a
very unfashionable pastel sweatshirt !
I get to the tills through the waiting system and realise there
was an item I had clean forgot. The cheery staff member sees
my angst and calls over a colleague who saves me running
the gauntlet no doubt the wrong way around for my forgotten
item, a tin of prunes juice ... et voila. The lady on the till asks
“shopping for someone else ?”” We both laugh, I say I’'m only
55 not quite there yet !
My tips on shopping in these times:
Always have a boiled sweet on you for that moment
when you feel an uncontrollable urge to cough
whilst shopping .
Always put your purse or wallet somewhere easily ac-
cessible, you don’t need to worry about anything
else to put down or carry .
I always try to go shopping later in the day purely be-
cause after I’ve dropped the shopping off and had a
safe distance chat it’s definitely G&T time when I
get home!
Always take a smile, always be patient, always be kind.
So please keep safe , keep healthy and I'll see you in the other
side
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A Change of Career — ‘Doing Something
Truly Meaningful’!

by Mark Woodbridge

For the past 30 years I have been working full time as a Con-
tracts Manager for a local Water Treatment company. I’ve
enjoyed the office environment and being able to cycle to
work every day, but
recently felt the de-
sire to do something
different.

Since 2000, in my
spare time, [ have
been helping to run
the ‘Tring &
Berkhamsted Gate-
way Club’ a social
club for young adults
with learning disabil-
ities. We provide a
fun and inclusive
environment where
members are encour-
aged to participate in
a wide range of ac-
tivities and outings.
Through my role
with the Gateway
Club, and associated certificated learning, I have come to
understand the varying and complex needs of people with
learning disabilities and also how rewarding the work can be.
Standout activities that have really engaged the club members
and brought out their real characters include canal boat trips,
dancing with the Aldbury Morris Men, trips to the pub, in-
door & outdoor games evenings, and our annual trip to the
Pantomime to name but a few. The enthusiasm and laughter
of the members during these activities is infectious and spills
over to the club helpers team. Through all the club activities
the members grow lasting friendships with fellow club mem-
bers and build trusting relationships with the helpers.

The enjoyment gained, and the sense of ‘doing something
truly meaningful’has increased significantly over the years to
the extent that I have decided to take a leap of faith and pur-
sue a career in this field as a self-employed one to one carer /
support-worker.

The support and encouragement received from family and
friends in making this career change decision has helped im-
mensely, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank
them all.

As soon as I had made and announced the decision, opportu-
nities immediately presented themselves. An ex-colleague
has employed me one day a week to look after her daughter
who has Downs Syndrome, and links to local organisations
requiring Carers, Support Workers and Group Leaders have
been made aware to me.

If you feel that my services could be of help then my contact
details are as follows:-Mark Woodbridge (m) 07894747047,
(t) 01442-891444, e-mail:- jomark@waitrose.com.I hold a
current ‘Enhanced DBS Certificate’ and can provide refer-
ences.
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"| & | KENNETH BROWN F
ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

Friendly village pub - open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening)

(OFF the B#89
nhear Tring and

Real Ales ® Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area eLarge Gardene Open Fire ® Heated
Patio e Car Park e Dog Friendly

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk

M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -
Batteries -

Exhausts -

Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servic-
ing

and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Tor:
Kumon's maths and English S
study prograrmes are ta oned L,
o vour chilcs indiyv dual nesds,
nurturirg heir indepersdence

anc anthuaiazm for lsarming.

Ikl prnr shicds aalanlial,
oo et your el Inatrustor for DayE

a Fien Sesessnenl. your child's
Triing Study Cenlre

Louiza Chyalman 91525 378 8440

KUMEIN

Independence
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\mLSTC*NE STICKS

Handcrapied by John Evans

Member o The
BriTish Stickmakers Guild

www.wilsTonesticks.com
Telephone: 01442 822115
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Life in Lockdown. ..

Franzella Flowerdew

What are you doing differently?

Not keeping the house hoovered.

What music are you listening to?
Meditation music

What'’s your favourite lunch?
Taramosalata on flatbreads

What do you miss the most?

Friends

What games?

Jigsaws, scrabble, crib

Favourite TV programme?

Any of the dramas

Favourite tipple?

Absolutely everything that contains alcohol
First thing to do after lockdown?

Drink loads of wine with our friends rather than

watch each other doing it on video calls
Keith Fox

What are you doing differently?

All the odd jobs never seemed to have time for
before.

What music are you listening to?

Lots of John Prine....recently lost to Covid
What do you miss the most?

Close contact with family/friends

What games?

Quizzes, jigsaws, spot the odd job never
seemed to have time for before

Favourite tv programme?

The Repair Shop

Favourite tipple?

Cold Corona beer

First thing to do after lockdown?

Say thanks and meet with family / friends

Village News
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J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK
NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

Odd Job Man.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

*Tax-free vouchers,

Ofsted rated
Good’ *30Hours and
December 2016. County funding
registered.
FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY

Monday 9-3pm Termtime Tuesday 9-3pm Term time
Thursday 9-3pm Termtime Friday 9-3pm Term time

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk
firststepspreschool@gmail.com

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston
HP23 4QS

Tel: 07925185311

S B H Esrowes

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN
sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk

mrs. DE&HEittles

PET SITTERS Since 2000
WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE!

We walk feed clean out & Cuddle.
Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals

Registered with NARP
Call Beverley Cornthwaite
Tel.no 01442822191 Mob 07967019031

Seaton’s Catering

Established 1990

We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings
and other family events.

Please call to order or discuss your menu.
Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375

www.seatonscatering.co.uk
Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

The Old Pastures

Luxury accommodation for

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk
»

B dogs
‘E Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, w
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

Village News




Page 25
Tribute to Irene

I'm normally a social girl

I love to meet my mates

But lately with the virus here
We can't go out the gates.

You see, we are the 'oldies' now
We need to stay inside

If they haven't seen us for a while
They'll think we've upped and died.

They'll never know the things we did
Before we got this old

There wasn't any Facebook

So not alot was told.

We may seem sweet old ladies,
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s -

If you only knew the truth!

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll
The pill and miniskirts

We smoked, we drank, we partied

And were quite outrageous flirts.

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone's mum,
Somebody's wife, then gran,

Who on earth did we become?

We didn't mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full

But to bury us before we're dead
Is like a red rag to a bull!

So here you find me stuck inside
For 4 weeks, maybe more

I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door!

It didn't really bother me

I'd while away the hour

I'd bake for all the family
But I've got no bloody flour!

May 2020

by John McCall

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller

I'm swooning over Idris

Or some random sexy Kkiller.

At least I've got a stash of booze
For when I'm being idle

There's wine and whiskey, even gin
If I'm feeling suicidal!

So let's all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health

And hope this bloody virus
Doesn't decimate our wealth.

We'll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I'm not too wide
To fit between the gates!

Picture Quiz answer 16
Look at the whistles on the cats!

Sani
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WI News by Maggy Winship

How things have changed since my last report! We
must all be quite used to our enforced captivity after a
few weeks, and being W1 ladies no doubt have all found
many constructive things to do to pass the time. There
was a lovely assortment of Easter decorations around
the village and I hope some of them were made by our
members. Baking is a favourite pastime (if the
ingredients are available of course) with delicious
edible results, so we must make sure we get our hour's
exercise to work off the calories. Also producing meals
using basic items from our store cupboards is a bit of a
challenge. We had a competition between us as to who
had found the most out of date item, but I'm afraid the
results were too embarrassing to publish!

Good news about our belated daffodils that were
planted on the rec very late in the autumn. They all
appeared in April to give a lovely splash of colour down
the side of the field.

It had been disappointing to cancel the talk by the
Medical Detection Dogs charity, but I have managed to
book them again for the same time next year, so fingers
crossed that this will go ahead.

Hope everyone keeps safe and well and is able to enjoy
the fine spring weather.
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HIGHWAYS BULLETIN 6, MAY 2020

The Highways Working Party recommendations submit-
ted in March last year reflected the concerns and priorities
identified at the time (accessible on the TRPC website
athttp://tringrural-pc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/
Highway-Report.pdfbut events move on and new empha-
ses emerge adding to or amending the original proposals as
can be seen below in the section ‘A TRAFFIC CALMING
STRATEGY’. The March 2019 document, therefore,
should not be seen as a static end-point but more as the
first step on what will be a long journey. It should also be
remembered that the main purpose of these bulletins is to
keep our report visible on the desks of the key decision-
makers at County and Borough levels.

An eerie quietness has descended upon the villages with
relatively deserted roads and people staying a home. We are
unable to work in the way they used to, and in some cases not
able to work at all. The silver-lining is that those who want to
use the roads recreationally no longer have to contend with
the volume of traffic but many would say that the speed limits
are being totally ignored.

Two new Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) were expected to
have arrived by now but given the current circumstances a
further delay is inevitable. Their locations, when they arrive,
will be determined on a purely objective basis informed by
the Speed and Volume readings taken in November 2018. But
the high level of concern commonly expressed in the Parish
suggests that a further three could be required and plans will
have to be developed in an attempt to acquire them.

A TRAFFIC CALMING STRATEGY. The original rec-
ommendations requested the installation of gates and chi-
canes at certain entry points to the Parish to slow incom-
ing traffic, an improvement to road signage, and the ac-
quisition of further Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs). These
options remain on the table and had it not been for Covid-
19 the SIDs would probably now be in place. Subsequent
conversations with County Officers, which are continuing
to address our issues, have also considered the possibility
of a Speed Camera and traffic lights but neither of these
meet the necessary criteria.

But in order ‘to keep the pot simmering’ the Parish Coun-
cil approved on 1 April a focussed proposal for traffic
calming which is now in the hands of Herts and Darorum
Councillors for their evaluation.

It has three elements and describes the Parish as a single enti-
ty, these elements being to:

demarcate its boundaries clearly by the installation of
white entry gates

install meaningful raised ‘tables’ or speed bumps

establish selected 20mph zones

Gates have the effect of announcing to caring and
thoughtful drivers that they are entering a residential area and
there is much evidence to show that they are effective at a
psychological level and do reduce speeds. However, it is a
sad reality that drivers who are not caring or thoughtful won’t
pay them any attention.

Tables are controversial because nobody wants one out-
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by Peter Bygate

side their home. The proposal, therefore, views them as an
alternative or supplement to chicanes and deliberately locates
them sensitively to avoid potential nuisance to residents. But
those who ‘don’t like them’ must ask themselves what they’d
rather have — vehicles continuing to speed through their vil-
lage, complaining endlessly about it, worried about the poten-
tial for a major injury or death to people or pets, or the instal-
lation of one of the most effective methods of speed control.

20mph zones, as mentioned in Bulletin 5, have now ap-
peared in Tring particularly near schools and the proposal
identifies Wilstone and Long Marston as being prime areas
within the Parish. Of course, 20mph road signs will only be
spotted by the aforementioned ‘caring and thoughtful” drivers
but there are enough of them to make a significant impact.

CONCERNS submitted by email on tringrural-
traffic@gmail.comhave dwindled to zero this month and
I’m advised that the Facebook groups are where it’s all at. As
Facebook is not part of my life and with these bulletins being
a direct feed into the only people (shown below) who can do
anything about our issues I can assure you that all future com-
munication by email will, as in the past, be forwarded to
them.

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of mak-
ing our villages safer and more enjoyable places!

(Copies have been emailed to the bodies responsible for en-
forcement, namely HCC Highways, HCC and Dacorum BC
Councillors, and the Police and Crime Commissioner for
Herts)

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore
No 138 Moderate

o |1

3 |8 2

Solution on Page 28



May 2020
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Tring’s Independent Travel Agent

We're here to help!

Come¥in and lalk Lo us aboul your holidays plans.
We are lacated behind Costa Coffee on Tring | ligh Street.

0 t 8
Travel Im pressiens 01442 830265
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Acabo de volver de Peru...

May 2020

By James Lovis

I recently returned from
Peru, with the help of the
UK government and their
miraculous repatriation
flights out of the otherwise
closed Lima. I thought this
may be a good time to re-
flect on this story and
some of the differences
between lockdown here
and in Peru.

Lockdown started on the 16th of March despite having under
100 cases confirmed when the announcement came. The
measures in Peru were clear, no domestic or international
travel, no leaving the house even for exercise, unless, it was
for food or medicine.

So I decided to cut my weekend trip to the capital short and
return to the seaside town of Huanchaco, where I had been
doing an internship with a small youth and educational Non
Governmental Organisation (NGO).

What used to be a vibrant and bustling beach town turned into
a ghost town within a day, with only a few shops open and
one or two restaurants offering take away food. Armed mili-
tary and police patrolled the streets, enforcing the new rules.
And with army checkpoints to enter and leave the town it was
hard to see it ending anytime soon.

Life soon became very mundane as the hot summer days
taunted us. Had it not been for the incredible community of
locals and volunteers, it would have been unbearable. Howev-
er, we knew that by sticking to these rules we would help
flatten the curve and give the struggling healthcare system the
breathing room it needed.

All international flights were being cancelled and it started to
become more and more apparent that if we were to stay much
longer we might well be stuck for the foreseeable future.
Thankfully, after about 2 and a half weeks in full lockdown,
countless emails, tweets and complaints to MPs, the UK gov-
ernment offered me a flight home. I was given 20 hours to
pack up my flat and get to the pick-up point for our transport
to a military airbase in Lima. From there and after countless
hours of waiting in buses, all of the volunteers and some staff
members were flown across the Atlantic by British Airways
back to the ‘safety’ of the UK.

Whilst I am relieved in some sense to be home with my fami-
ly in these uncertain times, I feel foolish returning to one of
the hotspots of the virus, where lockdown measures are laxer,
enforcement is not as widespread and death rates are soaring
as a result of a late response. I also feel a longing to return to
help what is now a very vulnerable community in a time of
need.

The new lockdown measures forced Otra Cosa Network (the
NGO I had been working for) to press pause on all the amaz-
ing programs they facilitate. This meant youth centres closed,
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English educational programmes halted and literacy clubs
ceased to exist. As a result, the children of Huanchaco, many
of whom live in extreme poverty already, no longer have ac-
cess to any education or recreational activities. With parents
unable to work, the most vulnerable in society have become
even more so.

Thankfully, the Peruvian government saw this. All low-
income families were given a small stipend to see them
through the tough times ahead. Some government officials
have donated their monthly wages to buy food for at-risk
families. Charities and NGOs have been distributing water
and care packs.

But the impact goes further than this, even when life does
return to normal, families will not be able to afford school
fees after such an economic shock. This is where the role of
organisations such as Otra Cosa Network comes in again.
With their new plans, a recreational and educational centre
will be built to help bridge the gap between the fortunate and
the not so fortunate. They will be providing not only a safe
space for children to spend their time, allowing parents to
return to work but also they will be providing quality educa-
tion to ensure the even the most vulnerable can continue to
learn and prosper.

I would like to take this moment to ask for a helping hand,
Otra Cosa Network, like many other charities, is in desperate
need of support to ensure that their work can continue. If you
are able to spare anything, a donation, be it large or small it

would go a long way. Email otracosa@gmail.com for more
information and donate via bit.ly/OCNdonate
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd

Carpets * Oriental Rugs * Upholstery

* High quality professional service
* Residential and commercial

* Excellent value and fully insured
* Free consultation and quote

» References available

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3Z2Q
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk
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Looking for a Window Cleaner?

Call Nigel on 07775 671611
Or go to my website at
www.nigelbrowne.co.uk

U

DAMIAN STEWART
FLUSWT P & 1 IES™IH S

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

. For all your Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Heating requirements

. Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing,
fault finding & repair

. Oil — boiler and tank installations, service & repair
. Complete bathroom installations & design

. No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out
charge

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ

. Citydgp
Gullds
Gualified

CURTI$S CARPET SERVICES

Parsans Lane, Bierban
Bl types of carpeting supplisd & fittad
ot sxcallert rates.
Sglaptians - Darmestic & Contrack.
Ehone David Curtis: 67206 432652
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| prvesde rankdle meinmients m Trns and rhe sumvacneling
Aret g spa breabments e Ui comlibal o Farne,
Bwedizh Vassage - Deep Tissue Wassage
ReHexnlogy - Indian Head Mazzagze
Manicore - Pedicure
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LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.

For more details and to book, ring
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548
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':' Rachel’s Dog Grooming ;':'
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W * Brand new grocening sablon I.|I_ 5

H v Safe, friendly ervironmient Qualified

.2, & 1:1 grooming sesshins i='|.

+ Mail dipping, Bathing, Bresd Speafic Styling &

I:’ Handstripping ﬁ.
M & Al braads walcoma F

."' ¢ Located in 'Wilstone *.‘
L/ Please call 03 PO6GME142 for pricng & availability ﬁ.
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Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter,

PCSO Martin Leadbetterand PCSO Tommy Walter
01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Reports of river flooding

Environment Agency

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter

Cubs and Scouts

Jane Dawson

LM&P Horticultural Society

David Severs

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister

Churchwarden Ken Martin

St Mary’s Puttenham

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis

Churchwarden Christine Rutter

All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

0845988 1188
07514 548289
07759 888085

01296 661021

01442 822894

01442 822170
07514 548289

01442 822170

Doug Chalmers 07885 962818
Clerk to the Parish Council

Chloe Collins email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
Villages Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Gillie Mann

Long Marston Cricket Club
Chris Bowles chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk

Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School

01296 668548

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams 07925 185311
Long Marston Tennis Club

Jackie Anwyl 01296 663810
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

Gagan Mohindra MP 02072 193000
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk

Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Village News

Colin Moore 01442 826976
Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush 01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Mick McManus 01442 828748
Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096
WI

01296 661370
01442 891167

Pam Edmonds
Wilstone Community Shop

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.
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Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Send your editorial contributions,
articles, event notices, news and pictures

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com @/
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower ——
case)

Deadline for items to go in the Jume edition
is: Wednesday 13 May 2020
The editor will be Colin Davenport

Thank you ...
To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.
Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056

Village News

Read Village News online at:
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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A STICK IN TIME by John Evans

We have lived on the corner of Rosebarn Lane in
Wilstone since New Year’s Day in 1993. This was
about the same time as our wholesale produce
business, farm shop and saddlery in Ashley Green
came to an end. During our time there, we became
envious of next door’s goat who, we thought, could

do a similar clearance job on our land. When our
neighbours relocated to Wales, complete with goat we decided
to make a trip to a local farm to buy a couple of ‘kids’. As they
got bigger we used to play with them, pushing them backwards
by their horns then running away when they chased us. This
was to prove extremely hazardous later on. They grew to a
great size and both lived to 15 years, a good age for goats. The
vet said they were the biggest goats he had ever seen. They
had an eventful life, demolishing their house, damaging our
office wall, escaping and terrorising the villagers and
destroying two beehives with painful consequences all round.
When the largest one passed away just six months after the
other, the local farmer removed his horns for me. Over the
years I seemed to have developed an interest in sticks and they
had mysteriously multiplied in the umbrella stand inside the
front door. I had been given a small book on stick making by
Theo Fossell the founder of the British Stickmakers Guild. As
he lived not far away in Beaconsfield, I wrote to ask him if
were to send the goat horns he could perhaps make me a
shepherds crook. Sadly he had passed away, so his wife sent
me the addresses of two other stick makers but both failed to
respond. I decided to give it a try myself. I started by reading
as many books on the subject as I could and acquired a few
video cassettes (who remembers them?). I started off working
in a small garden shed which meant that a fully assembled
stick in the vice protruded right out the door. I decided to sell
my 1936 Austin 10 project, and the proceeds enabled
construction of a reasonable sized workshop which is now
itself bursting at the seams. Using a £20 computer we spent

many stressful hours with much tearing of hair, creating a logo
and a website, www.wilstonesticks.com.

I try and make a full range of sticks, Traditional Shepherds
Crooks, Market Sticks, Thumb Sticks, Walking Sticks, Knob
Sticks and Novelty examples. The handles are predominantly
made from beautifully figured Timber, Ram’s Horn, Buffalo
Horn, Goats Horn, Stag Antler and Cow Horn. The shanks are
of Chestnut Hazel, Crab Apple, Ash, Oak and various stained

Village News

May 2020

and coloured examples. They are bundled up and stored for
around two years to season, at that point they can be
straightened using a steam box, with steam being supplied
from a big old kettle. Once steamed, the fibres can be
stretched by flexing the stick the opposite direction to the
bend. I frequently run out of seasoned sticks and have to buy
some in to meet demand. Stick Dressing is the proper term for
fashioning a horn handled stick. It’s origins have faded into the
mists of time, it is assumed that at some point a shepherd in his
hut found that by warming a ram’s horn over his candle, he
could change it’s shape and jam it on the top of his staff. Since
that day it has evolved into something of a competitive art
form. Ram’s Horn is the most demanding and time consuming
material to use and over recent years has become much more
difficult and expensive to source. Fresh Ram’s Horns need to
be seasoned for at least a year to enable removal of the core.
Cutting back from the open end to useable horn will determine
what sort of handle can be achieved. Creating a handle
involves much boiling, pressing and heating, and involves
forming blocks of wood and steel, multiple jigs, G cramps,
rasps, abrasive rolls, ajax, brasso and two grades of wax. Itis a
long laborious process and if the ram had been a fighter all
sorts of problematic internal damage inside the horn can
become apparent during the process. Water Buffalo Horn,
mostly imported from India or China is a solid material and
arguably a little easier to work, but considerably more heat has
to be used. All horn is like finger nail and when heat is applied
the shape can be changed. Stag antler however is like bone and
can only be cut and used in it’s existing form. Deer shed their
antler annually and virtually all the materials I use are
recycled. The vast majority of sales are through the internet. I
have previously sent sticks to customers all over the world but
have now restricted sales to within the UK. I have made and
sold around 1,800 sticks over the last twenty odd years, and
many have gone to quite prestigious destinations, including
Scottish castles. Bishops, and even the Duke of Wellington. I
source my Ram’s Horn, Goats Horn and Antler any where I
can. Buffalo Horn comes from a supplier in Scotland who
imports it mostly from India where it is plentiful. And what of
the original goats horns? They are still the first things I see
when I enter the workshop and remind me of how it all began.

John Evans Wilstone Sticks www.wilstonesticks.com
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Write your Quiz answers here
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See page 23 For the real answers
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Self-Isolation — gratitude and
reflection By Liz Young

Self-isolation has made me realise how incredibly
fortunate we are to live in such a caring and friendly
neighbourhood. I am so grateful to those who have
shopped or collected shopping for us.

The amazingly warm sunny weather has made us all
appreciate living in beautiful countryside as the trees
burst into leaf. Ilook out over the fields and instead of
the usual dog walkers see couples, families, even
young brothers and sisters all taking their daily exercise.
The footpaths, clogged with mud a month ago, are now
baked hard. As one resident remarked if the lock down
had happened in February we would all have been
suicidal.

I had never heard of Zoom until three weeks ago when
my amazing Pilates teacher set up a studio in her home
so we could follow her class from the comfort of our
homes instead of being in a village hall. (This has the
advantage I can cheat and cut short the exercises when I
tire).

Driving Kenneth to hospital appointments on near
empty roads reminded me of when I first learnt to drive
in London in the 1950s and could go from one area to
another in no time at all. I drove to work from my
parents’ house in then not fashionable Chelsea to
Mayfair and left the car in an adjoining street — no
parking metres. (The Kings Road was a proper High
Street without a boutique or trendy shop in sight)

The thought of no parking charges led me to remember
that when we first moved here in the mid-1960s there
wasn’t even a car park at Tring station — let alone the
multi storage parking structure that is there today. The
diesel train took 80 minutes to reach London and the
few commuters parked in the station forecourt until that
was full when they had to drive over the bridge and
leave their car on the road that leads down to the present
park. It was not until the line was electrified in the late
1960s that the station became busy.

In lock-down, Kenneth is exercising his grey matter by
compiling a family tree of five generations. It has been
fun for him to make endless phone calls to relations to
catch up on their news and gather missing names from
his tree.

We are looking forward to restrictions being eased and
to seeing the family again.
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Read Village News online at:
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)




