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PROPOSAL SUMMARY  

by Peter Walker 
 The idea is to create a new community orientated 

live theatre facility in the Wilstone Village Hall 

using our new AV equipment. We would be able to 

screen live events such as ballet, plays or opera, 

taking a live feed from a London theatre. 

These would be promoted as very special and 

exclusive events. 

 We would, however, have to invest in a satellite 

dish and a specialist version of a Sky box at a cost 

of around £2500. 
ABOUT LIVE EVENTS 

 There are 700 venues around the country that take feeds for live events. 

Locally to us, the Aylesbury Waterside promotes such events, as do 

cinemas on occasions, but the bulk of the venues are like our village 

hall. 

  So this is different from our film nights, which work because it is a 

community event, it is cheap, and it is on our doorstep.  Live events are 

special. They are top end productions which would cost you £70 to see 

in London, or £30/£40 in Aylesbury. According to Phil Buchi, who has 

seen such a live event in Milford on Sea, these events are better than 

being in the theatre. They are provided for remote audiences with a 

(Continued on page 2) 
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dedicated production team with several 

camera angles, close ups and excellent sound 

feeds. You also get the buzz of being in a 

theatre with audience noise, orchestra 

warming up, and notes from a host. 

HOW IT WORKS 

 We would have to sign up with a production/

promotions company, (like Arts Alive) who 

take 50% of our ticket revenues, with a 

minimum return of £250.The one I have 

spoken with is More2Screen. There is an 

option of taking a recording of the event, 

which is cheaper, but lacks the excitement of 

a live event. However, it does give us the 

option of choosing when we show it. 

 We would also have a one-off cost of a 

satellite and a programmable box to take the 

feed. The production company send a code 

which we have to enter in to the box to 

prevent people taking free feeds, or they can 

manage it for us for a fee. 

 We link the box into our existing AV 

equipment, which the installers of the 

satellite dish would do. 

 We would need to charge between £12-£15  a 

ticket. 

 

FINANCIALS 

 This kind of production is not everyone’s cup 

of tea, and at £15 per head, we may not get 

the audiences that film nights get. So let’s 

guess at 50 tickets x £15 = £750 less fees, 

£375. Plus bar takings say 50 X 2.50 = 125 at 

50%gp = 62.5, total profit around £450. 

So on this basis it would take 5 events to pay 

for the kit, unless we could either increase 

the audience numbers, and drive bar sales 

higher. 

 75 audience members would drive £650 

profit, i.e.: 4 events to pay for the kit. 

 So if we do this is, it is an investment in the 

future, and leverages our existing investment 

in the AV equipment. The promoter I spoke 

to has 150 live events being scheduled 

including concerts, both classical and 

popular. They are trying to get the rights to 

an Adele concert. 

FORTCOMING LIVE EVENTS 

 Swan Lake, from the Royal Opera House 

 Jamie, Apollo theatre, London 

 The Merry Wives of Windsor, from the 

Globe Theatre. 

Go to: http://www.more2screen.com/ to see trailers. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Editor this month: Paul Lovis 
Editorial Team  

 Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 

and Colin Moore. 
 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

 

Thank you to all the contributors, especially the 

new ones.  This month’s edition is full of an 

eclectic mix of all sorts.  But one thing most items 

contain is volunteers.  We live in a sea of 

volunteers.  Everywhere you look there is 

somebody doing something they don’t need to.  It 

stretches from the neighbourliness we encounter 

every day to the hours and hours of dedication 

some people give to their chosen cause.  Take a 

moment to think of the way things would be 

different if we didn’t volunteer.  The shop?  the 

churches? the village halls? and more. 

I’m not sure whether villages attract people who 

like to volunteer of whether they just get involved 

when they get here.  But having lived in cities for 

most of my life I know it feels different here 

Vive la volunteer! 

 

Paul Lovis 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

The next edition will be for June and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 15 May 2019. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

St. Cross, Wilstone. 

 

5thMay 2019–Easter 3 
10.00am –Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

12th May 2019 – Easter 4 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

19th May 2019 – Easter 5 
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communionat St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Taize at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

26th May 2019 – Easter 6 
10.00am – Holy Communion CW at All Saints, Long Mar-

ston 

10.00am – Worship for Allat St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

28th May 2019  

10am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 
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 What’s on... 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wed 15 May Long Marston village hall 8.00pm 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

Wednesday at One 
 

Wednesday, 8 May 2019     from 1.00pm to 5.00pm      

Long Marston Village Hall  
 

This is a social event for everyone in our local 

community.  Come on your own or bring your family 

and friends.  We welcome babies, pensioners and every 

age in between! 
 

Drop in for refreshments and a chat.  There are crafts 

for children, board games for all ages and table tennis.  

Learn to knit or crochet with the WI. 
 

Raffle prizes, unwanted magazines, toysfor the under 5s 

and items for the sale table will be gratefully received. 
 

 

If you have any ideas for this or future events, or 

can help in any way, please get in touchwith Kim 

Fox - kim.dixon@hotmail.co.uk or 01296 662922 

Diary Dates.. 
Wednesday 1 May 

6am May-Day Puttenham 

Monday 6 May 

Pitstone Farm Museum Open Day   11 am –5pm 

Monday 13 May  

Wilstone village hall AGM. 8pm  St. Cross 

Saturday –Monday 25-27 May 

Mentmore Arts Festival 

Monday 27 May 

Pitstone Farm Museum Open Day   11 am –5pm 

Thursday 30 May 

Badapple Theatre “The Frozen Roman”, Puttenham 

Wednesday 5 June  

Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

Sunday 9 June 

Pitstone Farm Museum Open Day   11 am –5pm 

Sunday 23 June  

Wilstone Open Village event 

Sunday 23rd June  

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society picnic on the 

Rec 1:00pm  

Friday 28 June                                                                       

Cecilia Tea Rooms 

Wednesday 10 July 

Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

 Sunday 14 July                                                                     

Pitstone Farm Museum Open Day   11 am –5pm                  

Saturday 3 Aug                                                                   

Long Marston Show—”Long Marston by sea”                     

Friday 9 August.                                                                   

Cecilia Tea Rooms 

Wednesday 11 September 

 Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

Saturday 5 October 

Puttenham Jumble Sale 

Wednesday 9 October 

Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

Friday 11 October 

Cecilia Tea Rooms 

Friday Oct 18  

Wilstone Film Night 

Saturday 26 October 

Puttenham Trust’s October Supper 

Wednesday 13 November 

Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

Friday November 15  

Wilstone Film Night 

Wednesday 11 December 

Wednesday at One 1– 5 pm Long Masrton village hall 

Friday December 13                                                             
Wilstone Film Night 

Friday Jan 17                                                                        
Wilstone Film Night 

Friday Feb 21                                                                        
Wilstone Film Night 

Friday Mar 20                                                                      
Wilstone Film Night 

Friday Apr 17                                                                        

Wilstone Film Night 
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The Hospice of St Francis – Hospice News   
May2019 

We’re 40! 

The Hospice of St Francis is 40 years old this June. We are 

truly a community charity, funded by our community for our 

community. It is because of you and people like you that we 

have The Hospice of St Francis. Thank you. 

 

Back in 1979, faith, belonging and coffee stirred The Originals, 

a group of dedicated and driven volunteers led by Pam 

Macpherson, to start a Hospice. Then, on 6th June a silent 

prayer vigil, held at St Peter’s Church in Berkhamsted (our 

official birthday!) was the catalyst that spurred more supporters 

including people like Angela Russell-Smith, Erica Hughes, 

Beryl Langley, and Vera Pullen into action. 

 

‘Snowball’ coffee mornings raised £20,000 by March 1980. 

Not bad for a minimum donation of 25p, £1.25 in today’s 

money! This led to the first patient home visits and in our first 

full year we looked after 21 people. Today, we care for 2,000 

people a year. 

 

You can read all about our history, view an interactive timeline 

and read memories about our care on our 40th birthday web 

pages. We’d also love to hear your stories and precious memo-

ries about our Hospice from the last four decades and any 

memories you may have from that time. Visit stfran-

cis.org.uk/40to find out more. 

 

We’d love you to get involved with our events and celebra-

tions. These include: 

 

Hospice Official Birthday – Thursday 6 June 

Look out for us out and around the area as we celebrate our 

official birthday. Come and say hello if you spot a member of 

the team! And, as part of our fortieth anniversary celebrations 

we are recreating the silent Prayer Vigil that was held at St 

Peter’s Church in Berkhamsted on the 6th June 1979. This 

vigil led to the founding of our Hospice.  St Peters will be open 

this year from 4pm until 8pm providing a multi-faith, contem-

plative space to give thanks for our Hospice and to pray for our 

future. The Lady Chapel in St Albans Cathedral will also be 

open from 1pm-3pm. We’d also love your church to say 

prayers for our Hospice during this week, do get in touch with 

our chaplain Ray Ashley Brown ray.ashley-

brown@stfrancis.org.uk if you’d like to get involved. 

 

Hospice Garden Party, Ashridge House - Sunday 23 June 

1-5pm 

Join us for our big birthday party in the stunning grounds of 

Ashridge House! Attractions include our shopping village with 

lots of independent producers, children’s entertainment, live 

music, refreshments including cream teas, local beers and ice 

cream, plus the chance to sing Happy Birthday with us! 

 

Memory Walk – Saturday 29 June, Berkhamsted 

Would you like to remember a loved one at our special walking 

event? Join our Memory walk on Saturday 29 June around 

Berkhamsted and taking in some historic buildings from our 40 

year history. More details available on our website. 

Accessing our Care 

If you, or someone you know, is living with cancer or a life-

limiting illness such as a heart, lung, kidney or neurological 

condition we might be able to support you. We support from 

early diagnosis and through treatment and remission. We also 

support significant people in a person’s life (partners/children) 

affected by serious illness in the family. Find out more at: 

www.stfrancis.org.uk/selfrefer 

 

Further details on all activities and how to access our care can 

be found at: 

 

Website: stfrancis.org.uk 

Facebook @The Hospice of St Francis 

Instagram@ HospiceStFrancis 

Twitter @hospicstfrancis  

Tel: 01442 869555 

           An Odd Request!                            

Do you have a bag of 

mysteriously odd socks that 

you don’t know what to do 

with? We have the an-

swer…bring them into Wil-

stone Community Shop and 

we hope to turn them into a 

fundraiser. Any size, colour 

or style gratefully received. 

(Clean and no holes please!) 
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The Darling Buds of May 
“All in the Merry Month of May, when green buds 

they were swellin’” (A.J. Balfour, Barbara Allen’s Cruelty) 

The Celtic wheel of life turned; dawn broke on May 

1st. The ancients released the cattle that had been lucky enough 

to survive the winter out into the fields. The beasts were driven 

between great purifying fires (which gave the additional benefit 

of discouraging parasitic flies and tics). This was – and is – the 

start of Beltane, when spring was turning to summer. The Sax-

ons called May Thrimilci– meaning the month of three milk-

ings; such was the richness of the growing pasture that their 

cows could be milked three times a day. 

“When fishes leap in silver stream and forest bees 

are humming near and cowslips in boy’s hats appear then we 

may say that May is come” (John Clare, May) 

May is named after the Greek goddess of fertility, 

Maia. The Romans held flower-decked parades on May 1st, and 

later in England the day was (and still is in a few places) cele-

brated with the erection of a Maypole. Boys and girls would 

gather May flowers (hawthorn) to decorate the pole, and the 

girls dressed in their best, hoping that they would be chosen as 

the May Queen, and one of the boys as her Consort, the Green 

Man. The Puritans under Cromwell banned Maypoles in 1644, 

hence: 

“They set up Cromwell and his heir, the Lord and 

Lady Claypole, because they hated Common Prayer, the or-

gan and the Maypole” (Thomas Jordan, How the War Began. 

Lady Claypole was Cromwell’s daughter, Lord Claypole his 

son-in-law) 

May lies entirely within the period of Beltane (May 1st 

– June 20th). Its zodiac signs are Taurus (21st April – 21st May) 

and Gemini (May 22nd – June 21st). The birth flower is Lily of 

the Valley and the birthstone is emerald (representing Love and 

Success). Originally May was the third month of the year until 

January and February were added. May never starts or ends on 

the same week day as any other month in a given year. 

“And she was fayr as is the rose in May” (Geoffrey 

Chaucer, The Legend of Cleopatra) 

No end of historically significant events took place 

this month: Cheerios were introduced on the 1st in 1941, Gone 

With the Wind won the Pulitzer Prize on the 3rd in 1937, and 

Margaret Thatcher became the first woman PM of the UK on 

4th in 1979.The Hindenburg burnt on the 6th (1937) and the 

Lusitania was sunk on the 7th (1915). On the 9th in 1994 Nelson 

Mandela was inaugurated as the first black president of South 

Africa, and Winston Churchill was appointed as PM on the 

10th, 1940. The first smallpox vaccination was given on the14th 

(1796), the first McDonald’s opened in San Bernardino, Cali-

fornia, on the 15th in 1940, and the saxophone was invented on 

the 17th, 1846. Anne Boleyn lost her head on the 19th (1536) 

and Charles Lindbergh landed after his first solo flight across 

the Atlantic on the 21st in 1927. Tommy, the Who’s rock opera, 

was released on the 23rd in 1969 and Star Wars was released on 

the 23rd in 1977 (see May 4th in box below). On the 29th, 1953, 

Hillary and Tenzing stood on the top of the world, Joan of Arc 

was burnt at the stake on the 30th 1431, and cornflakes were 

patented on the 31st, 1884, by John Harvey Kellogg. 

“Blow trumpet, for the world is white with 

May” (Alfred, Lord Tennyson, The Passing of Arthur)  

There are a great number of sporting highlights this 

month too. The Women’s FA Cup Final is played on the 4th, 

while the famous Tour de Yorkshire pedals through God’s 

Own County from the 2nd to the 5th. The Rugby Union Euro-

pean Championship final is on the 11th followed by the Spanish 

F1 GP on the 12th. Meanwhile the Ice Hockey World Champi-

onships will be sliding along from the 10th to the 20th. The 

Men’s FA Cup Final will kick off on the 18th and the Indian-

apolis 500 will go round and round on the 26th. The Europa 

League Final will be played on the 29th, and the Cricket World 

Cup starts its innings on the 30th. 

“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? Thou art 

more lovely and more temperate. Rough winds do shake the 

darling buds of May, and summer’s lease hath all too short a 

date” (William Shakespeare, Sonnets (18)) 

Every day in May there’s something special. Here are a few suggestions - 

 

1st INTERNATIONAL DAWN CHORUS DAY 16th MIDDLESEX DAY 

2nd YOM HASHOAH (JEWISH) 17th PIZZA PARTY DAY 

3rd SPACE DAY 18th NO DIRTY DISHES DAY 

4th STAR WARS DAY 19th MAY RAY DAY 

5th CINCO DE MAYO DAY 20th FRIENSHIP FUN DAY 

6th EARLY SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 21st NAPOLEAN BONAPARTE’S DEATH 

1821 

7th NATIONAL TEACHER’S DAY 22nd SHERLOCK HOLMES DAY 

8th RED CROSS DAY 23rd SOUTH CAROLINA DAY 

9th EUROPE DAY 24th SCAVENGER HUNT DAY 

10th CLEAN UP YOUR ROOM DAY 25th TOWEL DAY 

11th TWILIGHT ZONE DAY 26th GEORGIA DAY 

12th LIMERICK DAY 27th SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 

13th FROG JUMPING DAY 28th HAMBURGER DAY 

14th WORLD FAIR TRADE DAY 29th OAK APPLE DAY 

15th CHOCOLATE CHIP DAY 30th MY BUCKET’S GOT A HOLE DAY 

  31ST LAYLATULQADR (MUSLIM) 

 



 

Village News 

Page 7 May 2019 

Report on the Tring Rural Parish Council 

Meeting, 10th April held at Wilstone Village 

Hall   by Alan Warner 
 

The Night of the Lame Duck 
 

There was quite a downbeat atmosphere for this 

meeting,compared to most I have attended. Perhaps it 

was because, right from the start there were references to 

leaving decisions to the future new Council and to the 

members being ‘in purdah’. I wondered if there was such 

a thing as a ‘lame duck’ council? Also the agenda was 

not as packed as usual and discussion was less animated 

than previous meetings.  I even wondered if perhaps 

someone was keen to get home for the second half of 

Man U v Barcelona, or maybe to hear exciting news 

from Brussels about Teresa’s ‘flextention’. 

 

Powerful Interventions 
 

We might have struggled to stay awake – and probably 

got home before half time – but for a number of incisive 

interventions from Cllr Chalmers. No question of 

lameness in his approach; a number of important issues 

were raised and in a good way, for example: 

 

Any group who hire public areas must agree to 

certain conditions, ensuring that they leave the 

ground as they find it 

When an engine is removed from a back garden via 

the recreation ground, the contractor must agree 

to be responsible for damage, insurance etc 

Why should one supplier be paid by standing order 

while others submit invoices to be authorized? 

 

Well Shaped Finances 
 

The discussion of the financial position was not 

accompanied, as in the past, by the presentation of 

unreadable slides and you had to be alert and with good 

hearing to grasp the essentials. However it was 

reassuring that the Chairman thinks the finances are in 

‘good shape’ with around £60,000 in the bank. 

Apparently there were £9,000 cost savings during the 

year, partly because of the dry summer - requiring less 

grass cutting - and partly because the children’s play 

scheme did not materialize. A previous discussion had 

revealed that the high price was the reason for the play 

scheme failure and that, for 2019, there would have to be 

a lower cost provider for this to run again. 

 

There was a fascinating discussion about the £2.08 

difference between the receipts and payments book and 

the bank account. Apparently the rules allow a difference 

of £2 to be accepted but the extra eightpence was outside 

the council’s discretion. Just when we were expecting a 

whip round among the audience, common sense 

prevailed and the difference was agreed to be rounded 

off. 

 

Barriers and Lollipops 
 

The proposal to erect a barrier to the Long Marston 

Recreation Ground is moving forward. The barrier is to 

be delivered next week and, if the Chairman can find 

anyone to help him carry it, will be moved to be stored in 

the Football Club Meeting Room for the time being. 

Later questions from the public showed that there are 

still some concerns about how it will operate and the 

inconvenience to those dropping off children for school. 

There was reassurance from the Chairman that its 

operation would be carried out flexibly and that the 

barrier would be kept open at such busy times. There 

was unconscious humour from the Chairman when he 

told us that the Lollipop Lady had agreed to unlock and 

lock the barrier but, in the next breath, stated that this 

was a new challenge and we would have to ‘suck it and 

see’! 

 

Uncertain Farewell 
 

Well, we did make it back for some of the second half of 

the football but, if this is this council’s last hurrah, it felt 

like an uncertain and unsatisfactory ending for what has 

been an outstanding period in office. Two issues arise 

from this. 

 

The first point is that, though the public obviously 

appreciate the chance to be observers of council 

meetings and to ask questions at the end, more could be 

done to explain to the attendees what is going on. Clearly 

the main discussions have to be between the councilors 

but a few explanations of the context of key issues would 

help us better appreciate the decisions that are made. For 

example, it would have been helpful to have an 

announcement to tell us who is resigning, who is serving 

again and why – as the Chairman reported - there is not 

be an election. 

 

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Sing Wilstone  
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Wilstone, Nr Tring 

Contact Jo  01442 891444 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For toenail cutting, treatment of corns and 

hard skin, advice on diabetic foot care etc. 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Committee 

Annual General Meet-
ing 

 
Monday 13

th
 May 2018 at 8pm 

St Cross Church – Wilstone 
 

Come and join the Wilstone Village Hall Committee and 
help support your community. Can you spare a few 
hours a month? We have the following opportunities: 

Chair 
Deputy Chair 
Treasurer 
Minutes Secretary 
Booking Secretary 
General Members 

For more information about the Committee, please call 
Richard Smissen on 07768802093 or at rich-
ard.smissen@btinternet.com 
 

 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 

 
WHY NOT GET OUT IN THE GARDEN. 

COME AND SEE OUR RANGE OF COM-

POSTS AND PLANTS. 

PERENNIALS 
SIX FOR £15.00 

SWEET PEAS, BROAD BEANS 

& PEAS. 

THE FARM SHOP, WILSTONE 

GREEN HP23 4NT 

01442 828478  

www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 
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Wilstone Dog Show returns in September  

Last year’s Wilstone fete saw a record number of entries for its ever popular dog show, and there are plans 

afoot to continue that success. 

Whilst this year the village is repeating the highly successful Open Village event in June instead of having 

a fete, the village hall committee have agreed to Jill Walker’s proposal to hold a fun dog show in Septem-

ber. 

There will be classes and races, and some relevant entertainment, as well as refreshments. 

The date is yet to be announced so watch out for further announcements. 

If you would like to take part or help in this event, please call Jill Walker on 07796 804044 

Who was the Greatest?  
Muhammad Ali?  
By Tony Duke 

 

Muhammad Ali was, for me, the greatest boxer ever, and 

top sportsman of the 20
th
 C. For Brits, WG Grace, the 

phenomenal cricketer, could well of have been the 19
th
 

century’s greatest sports man. WGG tried all sports, but 

you may not be aware that he was a fanatical lawn green 

bowler. However, the greatest bowler ever has to be the 

Somerset lad, like me, David J Bryant CBE. 

 

 You may be aware of DJB 

and his Falcon pipe (as used 

by Harold Wilson, Fred True-

man & Stephen Fry). DJB 

won the first ever outdoor 

(1966) and first ever indoor 

world singles (1979) champi-

onships. He also won 5 

Commonwealth gold medals, 

26 national titles and much 

more. DJB took bowls to a 

new level. His contribution to 

the game of bowls is im-

measurable. DJBis still alive 

and deserves to be a ‘Sir’. I 

understand DJB is still bowl-

ing at aged 87. DJB de-

scribes bowls as ‘a young mans game also played by 

older men (and ladies!)’  

Bowls is a sport everyone can enjoy and play 

You will find a warm welcome at your local bowls club at 

the Recreation Ground in Cheddington High Street, what-

ever your age or experience. 

 

GIVE BOWLS AGO on a Tuesday at 2pm or a Friday 

at 6pm – its free and great fun. Or just come and watch 
on a sunny afternoon.  

 

Find our fixtures and informationonCheddington-

bowls.org.uk – take a look. 
 

Allotment News 
By Pat Smith 

 

Hi Everybody. 

Well what can I say as I have spent no time at all down Stan’s 

Allotment. He is so busy with another project at the moment 

that he hasn’t been able to give his time to getting the soil 

ready for planting, but things are progressing and hopefully 

by the time this is printed we will have made an important 

improvement with plants growing. Because of the frosts we 

have been having I am glad we didn’t go mad to get planting 

too soon, as I feel sure that it has been far too cold for young 

plants to survive so far this year, and that would have been a 

waste of time and money. Yes!! I cheat and buy my plants as 

I don’t need too many. A few of each type is enough for Stan 

and I. 

Last year was a disaster as the White Fly demolished our 

greens and broccoli, (I understand that we were not on our 

own) so we had to scrap the plants quite early to try to get rid 

of their domain. Even then we had them hiding in any weeds 

they could find. 

Our potatoes were better this year, (meaning larger) but I 

couldn’t use the big ones as baking potatoes (my favourite) as 

somehow the bugs managed to get into the centres, YET there 

was no sign of any entry holes. 

There are a few new plot holders who we WELCOME; this 

includes my daughter and granddaughter. Progress has been 

slow as she is trying to remove all the weeds first, especially 

the deep rooted stinging nettles, thistles and dandelions. She 

is amazed at how easily they reappear after much soil turning. 

She is determined to get the ground turned before planting 

any veggies. She has a great deal to learn but she says that it 

is very therapeutic and helps with her depression, anxiety and 

paranoia. If you see her head pop up like a little Meerkat it is 

only her checking her surrounding as she’s heard a random 

noise, she is not being nosey.  Please do wave or go and say 

HI to her. 

Being in the sun and open air HAS to be therapeutic for eve-

ryone, especially in such a beautiful environment with such 

lovely people around you. 

Before I close I would like to thank Ruth for all her hard 

work this past year, and now,  making sure that everything is 

being done (with the help of Keith and Mick of course) to 

help us keep our plots and the surrounding area, (trees and 

hedges etc.)  tidy and up to date. 

Thank you Ruth. 

Happy Allotmenteering to you all. 

Pat x 
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CIVIC PRIDE  

reported by Leslie Barker   

(St. Peter & St. Paul)  
“Compared with other countries, there is little evi-

dence of civic pride in the UK.  What in your opin-

ion is the reason and what can be done” – was the 

question posed to us by Jeremy, who had already 

asked us to think about the various aspects of 'Civic 

Pride' in readiness for our discussion. 

Clive G agreed with the motion that there was little 

evidence of civic pride, and strongly objected to 

people who drop litter. 

David G offered something more positive - being 

interested in the town in which you live, and said 

he was proud of Tring. 

Ian spoke of towns with attractive physical envi-

ronments, which provided good living conditions 

for all. 

As an architect I gave the example of civic pride 

shown by Victorian town halls such as Manchester 

and Sheffield, and contemporary civic centres like 

the Cube at Corby. All these buildings consist of 

more than municipal offices; Manchester and Shef-

field have concert halls and Corby incorporates a 

theatre and library. 

David W mentioned towns that are lively and look 

lived in, rather than being deserted. Tring is an ex-

ample. 

Mike gave an example of community spirit from 

the First World War when whole streets of young 

men would volunteer and join up together. 

Ted said a sign of civic pride was clean streets 

without pot holes, and where people looked after 

their neighbours. Tring is super. 

Clive R had missed the “civic” and so thought of 

pride for one’s country. Our meeting was during 

the week when the UK was supposed to leave the 

EU, so little pride was currently felt. 

Civic pride and national pride are closely related, 

and education can teach both. Having pride is 

something that can be taught by parents and teach-

ers on the attitudes that the next generation should 

follow. A good example is the National Anthem, 

knowing all the verses, and Jerusalem. Today we 

still celebrate the last night of the Proms.  

Decline in national pride came with the loss of the 

Empire, though commonwealth immigrants were 

proud to make the UK their home.  The BBC has a 

good reputation abroad. When Ian was living in the 

USA his children attended school there and saluted 

the Stars and Stripes each day. 

A lot of our discussion centred round litter, and fly 

tipping, and how to overcome it. Did you know 

that you are legally liable for fly tipping by a con-

tractor who clears away your rubbish without a li-

cence? What happened to “Keep Britain Tidy”? 

Things like pride in our inventions alongside na-

tional scandals were briefly mentioned, but another 

large part of our discussion came down to the hous-

ing crisis. This dates from the 1970s when council 

houses were sold off and not replaced. Part of the 

problem is cultural and politically fuelled. We all 

want to own our homes whereas in Europe and the 

US most people rent.  

 Another cause is the divorce rate and young peo-

ple wanting their own flats. It is a national scandal 

that so many are homeless and literally living on 

the streets, in such a wealthy country. 

In 1980 Mrs Thatcher declared “There’s no such 

thing as Society.” Then in 2015 Cameron’s Big 

Society campaign encouraged volunteering to help 

charities. 

Overall we agreed that the UK can be proud of giv-

ing 0.7% GDP to developing countries, and can 

take pride in the many institutions and local socie-

ties, and in particular supporting our own towns 

and cities -  as shown by the comments above. 

For our next meeting we chose “Living with 

Change,” which all men are invited to on Wednes-

day 1st May at 7.30pm (meals available) at the Half 

Moon in Wilstone. For details of meetings contact 

Jeremy, email jeremybuckman814@gmail.com.  

Tring Parish Men’s Society  

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
Your Parish Councillors are: 

 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
 

 

John Thirkettle   01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

nici.ward@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Chloe Collins    07516 344248  

clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
 

Address:-  Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 

Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  
 

The Villages Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

 

CALLING ALL HOME AND SOLE 

WORKERS IN WILSTONE AND 

SURROUNDING VILLAGES 
If you work from home or have a small business, without 

much social interaction, do you want to meet with like 

minded people who could give you that interaction and 

perhaps share experiences and business advice? 

I am one of those!  Contact me if you are interested in 

meeting up once a month 

Jo Woodbridge 

Jowoodbridge3@gmail.com 

01442 891444 

Village News  

100 Club winners 
 

 

This months winning numbers were picked by Martin 
Spring of MD Spring Autos.  
 
 
Winning Number details 
 
First Prize - Number 51 - Prize £71.00 - Chris & Pete 
Russell 
Second Prize - Number 69 - Prize £35.50 - John Kaye 
Third Prize - Number 65 - Prize £17.75 - Sue & Peter 
Dean 

Open Mic Night 
At the Queens Head every month 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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Free Transfer           by Paul Heslop                          
I joined Newcastle upon Tyne City Police in 1965. That’s over 
fifty years ago. How time flies. For twelve years’and weighing 
less than ten stones I patrolled city streets, ‘on the beat’, taking 
part in street-wrestling contests at weekends with drunken 
Geordies in the infamous Bigg Market, as well as patrolling 
around the pitch at St James’s Park on matchdays. This 
necessitated chasing jubilant young fans who invaded the 
pitch whenever Newcastle scored, an admittedly infrequent 
occurrence. I never could figure out why policemen chased 
supporters who invaded the pitch. We never caught any, ever. 
 Anyway, I became one of the new-fangled types of copper, 
a transferee, when I moved to the Hertfordshire Constabulary 
in 1977. Unlike in today’s world of football transfers there 
was no agent involved, and no 10% rake-off for me. I was a 
freebie. If Northumbria, my force, had asked for cash Herts 
would have told them to shove it. 
 I had a good, solid grounding on the streets of central 
Newcastle, and passed the sergeant’s exam, then the 
inspector’s (which you could then before you were promoted). 
It seemed nearly everyone in Northumbria was qualified for 
promotion,so with the Hertfordshire force, being short of 
qualified officers I applied to join them. I had an interview at a 
country place called Welwyn Garden City and Herts Police, 
bless ’em, gave me three stripes. So it was I moved to the 
sunny south, taking with me my family and my Geordie 
accent. I started on nightshift at Rickmansworth, where the 
solitary constable under my supervision covered twenty-five 
or so square miles of territory containing some of the most 
expensive residential properties in the country. 
 Shortly afterwards, being new to the force, I was 
dispatched to Watford where I was to be ‘sworn in’ before the 
magistrates. Y’know, ‘I swear by Almighty God…’, along 
with promising to serve the Hertfordshire Constabulary to the 

best of my ability, etc.Just before 
that morning’s proceedings in the 
packed courtroom they lined me up 
before the bench along with five or 
six cadets, Hertfordshire lads, who 
were graduating to be fully-fledged 
constables. One by one they gave 
the oath and the swearing in stuff. 
Then it was my turn. 
 With their worships 
looking down intently from their 
lofty places on the bench I gave the 
oath, followed by the solemn 
promise to serve the Queen and the 
Constabulary. The silence that 
followed was deafening. The wise 
old heads of the magistrate peered 
down, stone-faced and awe-
stricken, their faces betraying their 
thoughts, Like, ‘Who the hell is this 
bloke?’ Then the Chairman of the 

Bench cackled into life with a ‘Thank you officer. We wish 
you every success in the Hertfordshire Constabulary.’ 
 We traipsed out of the courtroom, the erstwhile cadets with 
their 30 years ahead of them, me with eighteen. Eighteen years 
to learn how to speak properly. I’m happy to report I 
succeeded. If you heard me speaking now you’d never know I 
was the son of a coal miner from Northumberland. Queen’s 
English now, mate, as anyone who knows me would testify. 
Whey aye man. 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-

9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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You just donated £160 to Comic 
Relief, and we couldn't be more 
grateful.  
 
Your money will go to amazing 
projects in the UK and around the 
world, tackling important social 
issues.  
 

No 129  Moderate 

Sudoku Corner        by  Colin Moore 

.                                       Solution on page 19 
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Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     
 

***  MAY-DAY   *** 
 

WEDNESDAY, 1stMAY  --  6 AM PUTTENHAM CHURCHYARD 
 

Time for the annual early setting of alarm clocks to be in St.Mary’s churchyard for 

May-Day Madrigals, then at 6.30 a.m. into Cecilia Hall for a full breakfast (fruit 

juice, kedgeree, sausages/bacon, toast & marmalade, tea/coffee) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

THE THEATRE COMES TO PUTTENHAM 
 

CECILIA HALL,  THURSDAY 30th MAY   -  7.30 p.m. 
 

Tickets:  £12 / £10 cons./ £6 under 16’s 
 

THE BADAPPLE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENT … 
 

THE  FROZEN  ROMAN 

 

“A clandestine meeting at the Phoenix pub gets heated as the villagers rack their brains 
for new ways to fight the imminent housing development that threatens village life as they know 
it.  The discovery of an ancient Roman site under foot may just throw them a lifeline if they can 

somehow authenticate their mysterious findings.  But things are not always what they seem!” … 
 

Expect a double dose of comedy as the situation goes “ballisticus maximus” in this new 
comedy. 

 

COME AND SEE HOW IT ALL TURNS OUT. 
 

(Refreshments will be served during the interval by the Friends of Puttenham Church) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Friends of Puttenham Church Jumble Sale Results: 
 

A huge “Thank You” to everyone who helped in so many ways to make this yet an-
other very successful jumble sale.  We raised £1086.47p.  Unfortunately, we were 
without the added revenue from Pre-Loved for the left-over clothing as they are 
now apparently permanently closed in Aylesbury.  If anyone knows of another 
means of obtaining cash for left-over clothing, then please let me know.  All our 
other left-over items went off to our regular charities. 
 

Sorters/Helpers:  Left in the kitchen were two items which had been purchased 
by our Helpers and not taken home, i.e. Kiddie book “Percy to the Rescue” and a 
wooden numbered jigsaw puzzle.  Also a DVD “Begin Again”.  Please let me know 
if these are yours, and you can be re-united.    Christine:  06514 548289 or 01296 
668337.                                              
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 Are you beach ready?  
By Sally Smith 

No, I don’t mean are you ready to don a bikini and frolic on 

the sand!  Although well done if you are the sort of person that 

would; for me anything less than shorts and a t-shirt is re-

served for a far warmer climate – unless we have a repeat of 

last year weather-wise, and even then the mere thought of 

swimwear brings on a cold sweat. 

 

Instead I’m referring to that mad rush to the coast whenever 

the forecast is for good weather so that we can picnic or barbe-

que on the beach and all have a jolly time, the way that we see 

advertised on TV and in magazines.  We will be laughing as 

we load the car with gear that we keep stored especially for 

such an occasion, then sing happily as we drive along roads 

devoid of other vehicles until we reach a miraculously unoccu-

pied beach and then empty the picnic hamper of delicious 

items, lovingly packed and immaculately presented, onto  a 

pristine picnic rug.  Friends will then join us and we will play 

beach games until the sun goes down at which time we will 

enjoy our picnic around a fire, with a few beers to round the 

day off. 

 

If only the reality was like that!  For most of us we can only 

dream of such a trouble free experience!  The roads never 

seem to be empty, the beach is usually packed regardless of 

the time we set off and the picnic rug is always covered in 

sand as soon as it goes down!  

 

I will admit that we have a portable barbeque for impromptu 

day trips, and have a crate pre-packed with essentials such as 

chairs, cutlery and (plastic) glasses, but when it comes to the 

catering side of things; we usually pick stuff up on the way 

depending on where we are heading and who with.   On the 

odd occasion that I am prepared (and I do mean odd) I will 

often make a ‘tray-bake’ the night before which can be eaten 

on the journey or as part of the picnic.  It stays in the tin for 

the journey, which means the tray-bake remains intact until it 

is eaten, and the tin can then return with us for the next time, 

which means less throwaway rubbish. 

 

A recent discovery is this Blueberry Crumb tray-bake, which 

is easy to make and could be made with any berry of your 

choice.   It is really quick too which is just as well, because 

once you’ve made one you will find it seems to evaporate and 

you will need to make another! As for the beach, sometimes 

just good food and good friends are all that is really required. 

Ingredients 

300g sugar   

375g plain flour     

1 tsp baking powder   

¼ tsp salt (optional)    

1 pinch cinnamon (optional)    

200g butter    

1 egg      

1tbsp cornflour     

600g blueberries 

 

Pre-heat the oven to 190C / Gas Mark 5. Grease a 20cm x 

30cm tin (or swiss roll tin). Combine 200g sugar, the plain 

flour and baking powder in a owl, mix in the salt and cinna-

mon and then blend in the butter and egg with a fork or pastry 

cutter.  The dough should be crumbly. Mix together the re-

maining 100g of sugar and cornflour and then add the blueber-

ries. Pat half the dough into the prepared tin and then sprinkle 

the blueberry mix on top.  Top with the remaining dough. 

Bake in a pre-heated oven for 45 minutes or until the top is 

slightly brown.  Allow to cool completely before cutting into 

squares 

£3400 to Reclaim life    by Dan Green 

Just thanking the following: 

Long Marston Cricket Club  

Malcolm Miles for the loan of 

his field 

Quarters estate agents 

Morrisons 

Rocci Yoga 

Queens Head 

 

The Leighton Fun Runners 

raised £3400 for the club 

charity, Reclaim Life based in 

Leighton Buzzard. 

We are booked in for 5th April 

2020 for next year’s race. 

 

This morning a gang of us went out litter collecting in Long 

Marston to give something back to the community and the 

Daily Mail were present, so watch out in the press. 
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Musings as a Parish Councillor 
By Doug Chalmers 

 
JUST over 2 years ago busily going about my daily life I was 

informed  that 6 of the Parish Councillors had resigned An 

election was being held and the local villagers needed candi-

dates to fill those positions. I was asked by a number of people 

to put my name forward, did so, and a few  weeks later, when 

the results were published, found I had been duly elected. Not 

sure what to expect I attended my first meeting in the June of 

that year .There were 2 Councillors who had not resigned, Mal-

colm Morgan and John Thirkettle so we had some Parish Coun-

cil experience linked to fresh enthusiasm of newly elected 

members. And as we all have had to stand down this April and 

decide whether to put ourselves up for re-election I thought I 

might look back at my memories of those 2 years 

The abiding thought is that all 8 [plus secondees during that 

period] worked well as a team and were prepared to listen to 

the points of view both of other Councillors and members of 

the Public. Whilst not every one agreed with our final deci-

sions, these were taken after much thought and certainly in a 

democratic manner. There was a fair amount of work done be-

tween meetings to ensure that as far as possible many points 

were considered and used in any decision making 

For the whole period Malcolm was elected by us as the Chair. 

At times he offered to stand down to allow someone else to 

take over but each time we all agreed he was doing a good job 

and so he kept that role. His efforts should not be underesti-

mated. He spent many hours preparing for the monthly meeting 

so he understood the subjects, had a handle on the financial 

numbers and was able to allow proper discussions on all 

agenda items. He brought in the outstanding work list which 

ensured we completed all tasks in a timely and proper manner. 

No mean feat! He was always available by phone to listen, help 

and offer advice whether it was another Councillor or a Parish-

ioner. He has decided not to stand for re-election and will be 

sorely missed. 

At the start, to ascertain what we should be doing as a Council 

we created, distributed, and collated the results of a local sur-

vey. This was informative in helping us to develop 3 groups to 

look and drive the changes that local residents felt needed at-

tention. The Highways section enlisted the help of 5 local resi-

dents and after sitting out in the cold doing traffic surveys, 

agreeing with  Herts CC to put Speed and Volume devices in 

place, researching all Planning Approvals for the Long Marston 

Airfield and establishing who is responsible for the canal 

bridges, produced a Highways report. This is being used in 

discussion with Herts CC, Dacorum BC and Bucks CC to see 

how we can get the ideas formalised and auctioned. The Foot-

paths section have had each foot path in the Parish walked and 

from this activity created a master list of actions. Using this as 

the basis,  we applied for the P3 grants available to us, and 

these  have been expended to get urgent repairs done. Backed 

by a constant dialogue with Dacorum, who have actioned some 

of the other work on the list , we are looking forward to im-

proving the quality of our footpaths year on year. 

We put together a sub committee for looking at and agreeing 

our response to all Parish Planning applications Whilst not 

every resident agreed with our decisions we can say that we did 

review each and every application. On joining the Parish Coun-

cil  I was not aware that we had to do this using a Material 

Consideration planning guide. So that was a good learning 

point. Because of that our decisions and judgements are made 

with those published parameters in mind. 

On the list of achievements we have repaired the wooden bol-

lards to Wilstone Recreation Ground, installed a pump track 

plus bins and signage at Long Marston Recreation ground, 

completed the maintenance items on both playgrounds, bus 

stop & Cemetery, put in place the grass verge cutting contract, 

had the urgent tree work done to those we own, placed the or-

der for the urgent hedge work, put in place an agreement with 

LMFC for the use & maintenance of the CAB on LMRG. We 

established that Dacorum were registered as the land owners of 

both recreation grounds. After lengthy discussions with their 

Solicitors that has now been rectified and the Parish Council 

are the rightful owners with Land Registry. 

On reflection it has been a 2 year period where the Council has 

got many problems addressed. There has been constructive 

dialogue with many residents on a variety of issues and I feel 

the Council meetings have given time to properly consider our 

decisions. Therefore my overriding conclusion is that we are 

continuing  to make a difference and for that reason decided to 

stand again. 

Finally a plea. As we are only 4 Councillors [there can be 8]  

we are going to need help. If you want to join in and help make 

a difference to our local community please let us know. All 

positive help gratefully accepted 

RIDGEWAY QUARTET CONCERT AT ST. 

CROSS 
 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel the concert planned for Sunday 

May 19th in St. Cross Church Wilstone. One of the musicians is 

unable to attend due to family illness, and we send them our best 

wishes for a speedy return to full health. Hopefully the Quartet will 

be able to reschedule the concert for the Autumn and we look 

forward to welcoming them to St. Cross for an afternoon of light 

classical music, followed by tea. As soon as any dates are confirmed, 

we will post the details in Village News. 

No 129 solution  
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 

JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 

Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  

General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 

Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 
 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 

HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 

Good’                                                                    

December 2016. 

*Tax-free vouchers,  

 

*30Hours and 

County funding 

registered. 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 
 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

Where Learning & Growing is FUN! 

 

 
Marsworth Preschool is a fantastic, inclusive learning environment 

which is rich in opportunities for your child to learn through play. 
 

"GOOD" Ofsted Rating 
 

FUNDING OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

We are open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

     9.00am - 3.00pm term time only 
 

 Call us on 01296 66164 to book a visit 

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Penny jar raises £190 to-date 
Latest developments from the Shop Development Committee 

meetings: 

 the survey has been printed and circulated with the April 

village newsletter.  It is also available at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2BP7WYR  

 Michael Armson, the existing owner of the current shop 

property, kindly invited members of both committees to a 

viewing.  . 

 Meetings have been held or arranged with potential 

supporting non-commercial organisations and next steps 

recommended. 

 Businesses who may wish to associate their brand with the 

shop in return for significant donations have been 

identified. 

 A fundraising group is being organized with a view to 

settling realistic cash targets and how to achieve them. 

 Lists of potential benefactors, funders and donors are 

being compiled 

 A meeting has 

been held with a 

promising individual 

fundraiser. 

 An outline 

programme  

identifies the key 

actions and when 

they need to be 

completed for the 

various location 

options.   

It demonstrates that 

the timeframe for an 

option that would 

include purchasing 

some land and 

building a new 

premises is already 

extremely tight. 

The possibility of holding another public meeting was 

discussed and it was decided that if one is to be held it’s 

probably best to have it once the results of the survey are in, 

i.e. after 20 April.  We will make a final decision at the next 

meeting.  Watch this space. 

Open Village—23 June 19 

 

Once again the 

shop will be man-

ning a pop-up café 

from 12.30-5 on 

the day of Open 

Village.  All volun-

teer helpers and 

cake makers wel-

come!  Fingers 

crossed that we will 

have the same glo-

rious weather as 

two years’ ago. 

Pictured opposite is 

our shop manager 

Ali, with some of 

the gorgeous 

blooms she sourced 

for Mother’s Day 

in March. 

Can you help with vouchers? 

We are actively seeking a volunteer to process our weekly 

newspaper vouchers.  This would suit someone with a 

methodical, logical mind, who can spare approximately 1 

hour per week, ideally on a Sunday afternoon.  The process is  

computer-based, so a working knowledge of Windows and 

Excel is required.   

 Newspapers are an integral part of the shop’s 

financial success, and this is a key role in the process, so 

please do come forward if you think you can help!  For more 

information, please phone and speak to Diana on 01442—

891167 or pop into the shop.  And, as always, we are looking 

for general volunteers, so if you have a few hours to spare 

during the week, please get in touch! 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Were you a lucky recipient? 
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What is prayer to you?  
 by Rev’d Michelle Grace 

 

A distant memory from school? 

Boring? 

Irrelevant? 

A quick cry for help?  

The stuff of life?  

A great comfort? 

Inspiring? 

Peaceful and calming? 

Frustrating? 

Pointless? 
 

PRAYER can be all of these things, sometimes all at 

once. I have certainly used all of these words to de-

scribe my experience of prayer, and I’m sure I’m not 

alone. In spite of this, billions of prayers have been 

offered over the centuries in all sorts of ways.  

 

There isn’t a correct way of praying. There’s nothing 

we can do to make prayer more efficient or more 

productive. Prayer just is. It’s because prayer can be 

a tricky thing to get hold of that we look for ways of 

shaping our prayers and expressing ourselves in 

prayer. Indeed, prayer is about expressing our deep-

est thoughts and fears and hopes and dreams, and 

doing so consciously before God.  

 

We’re spiritual beings 

Each of us has a spirituality - a capacity for transcen-

dence: experiences beyond the simply physical. We 

know it when we’ve climbed a mountain (physical 

or metaphorical), when we’ve known love, or when 

we’ve found ourselves in a perfect moment, - we all 

connect with our spirituality in different ways. 

Prayer is simply another part of humanity’s capacity 

for transcendence. It’s the desires and anger and 

hopes and fears that lie in our soul, communicated to 

God. 

 

Is the church any help? 

The church is supposed to help us all to pray.  And it 

does help many to do so, but not always all: over the 

years the church has been guilty of promoting only 

certain ways of praying; offering a couple of pre-

packaged, one-size-fits-all methods, and if that has-

n’t suited people, they’ve been left to figure it out (or 

not) by themselves.  Today, the church is better at 

resourcing people and communities to pray in a vari-

ety of ways, recognising that we are each in touch 

with our innate spirituality differently - perhaps 

though art and design; the natural world; literature; 

music; sport, hard graft, or something else. 

 

New ways to pray 

A couple of years ago, The archbishops of Canter-

bury and York launched an annual initiative called 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’; an invitation to pray, with 

events focused this year around 30th May - 9th 

June.  Churches in and around Tring are offering 

communities creative and new ways of praying. You 

are invited to visit St Cross in Wilstone, St Peter & 

St Paul in Tring or St John the Baptist in Aldbury, to 

use and/or take away the things offered there to help 

you pray. Maybe you will find a new way of con-

necting with your own spirituality, maybe you’ll find 

rest for a troubled soul, a helpful way of expressing 

your anger, or inspiration for the journey ahead.  

 

There will be ideas for meditation, praying for oth-

ers, praying after loss, praying with children, and 

more.  And, as always, you are invited to light a can-

dle as a prayer for someone or something. Lighting a 

candle is a great way of praying a prayer which is 

too deep for words - just one way of connecting with 

our innate spirituality.   

 

Do come and investigate, whatever your view or ex-

perience of prayer, you could find something life-

changing as you do so! 

 

Every blessing, 

Michelle 

Other routes to fulfilment are available...Mindfulness is a secular discipline which can aid relaxation, dispel 

anxiety and help individuals to feel at one with the world...at one with themselves. 

Google Mindfulness for beginners or view this 3 minute video for a taste of this rich and effective way for-

ward     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fACx900Zdic  
Ed 
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IT should not be supposed that Old Siegfried was 

in any way a Gambling Man. Far from it. He knew nothing 

of the Sport of Kings; his knowledge of horses was 

restricted to which parts of the animals were good to eat. 

As far as he was concerned, “Handicap” referred to a flat-

cap wearing cartoon character he remembered from the 

newspapers. He was no better informed about football. He 

suspected that “Arsenal” was a term to avoid in polite 

company (not that he had much experience of that). 

“Pools” were somewhere full of water where strange 

people jumped in and swam and splashed about, and 

“Perms” were what some of the village women had done to 

their hair. “Draws” sounded to him like items of 

unmentionable underwear, while “Home and Away”, he 

had been led to believe, was a long-running TV soap. He 

had heard other customers in the Half Head pub talking 

heatedly about something called “On-line Gambling”, 

which he had assumed involved playing chicken with 

railway trains. 

Having made it clear that placing bets on diverse 

events and fixtures had no appeal to Siegfried, he was 

none the less always ready and willing to enter into a 

wager with anyone, as long as said wager involved 

something he knew about, and was agreed on his terms. 

On one occasion, on the bar of the Half Head, he had 

been nursing his pint for some time in the vain hope that 

someone would stand him another, when a gentleman who 

had not lived in the village long, and who therefore knew 

no better, made some comment to the effect that 

Siegfried’s beer would evaporate before he drank it. 

Siegfried fixed the man with a glittering eye. 

“I can drink faster than you, any day”, he said. 

“I doubt it old man” came the reply. 

“I’ll drink five pints of bitter before you can drink 

five shorts. Spirit of your choice”, challenged Siegfried. 

“You’re on”. 

“One rule. Neither allowed to touch the other’s 

glasses”. 

“Fair enough”. 

The glasses of drinks were lined up on the bar. 

Rupert the landlord gave them the signal to start, and 

Siegfried took up his first pint and began to sup. At the 

same time, his opponent snatched up his first dram of 

whisky and knocked it back, then grabbed the second 

dram and treated it in like manner. He had the third glass 

in his hand, and Siegfried was only about half-way through 

his first pint. His opponent relaxed, a confident smirk on his 

face. He took his time over his third whisky, and put the 

empty glass down on the bar at the same time as Siegfried 

placed his pint glass, now empty, upside down over the 

last in line of the whisky tots. 

“Remember, you can’t touch any of my glasses”, 

Siegfried chuckled as he reached for his next pint. 

On another occasion when Siegfried had been in 

a boastful frame of mind (nothing unusual there) he had 

bragged that he could perform the impossible feat of 

drinking a measure of brandy from an unopened, sealed 

bottle of Cognac. Several foolhardy customers had 

confidently wagered that he could not, and of course they 

had lost their money. Siegfried told Rupert to turn the 

bottle over and pour a measure from the brandy in the optic 

into the hollow bottom, which he used as his glass, and 

thus drank a measure from the sealed bottle. 

As his reputation for such cunning trickery grew, he 

found it harder to find willing victims in Longub Puttastone, 

and had to cast his net further afield. One evening, in the 

snug of the Nag at Mentless, he had been playing darts 

with some of the locals. They were all amazed at how 

utterly useless he was; with his rheumatics and squinty 

eyes, he frequently failed to hit the board, never mind the 

number he was after. A few derogatory comments had 

been made, when Siegfried suddenly threw his darts down 

on the table. 

“Right then. Put your money where your mouth is. 

I’ll take any one of you on, one game of 301, straight on, 

double to finish”. He slammed a fist into his other hand. 

“And I’ll tell you what. Anything my opponent scores, counts 

double! What about it?” 

Everyone wanted to take Siegfried up on the 

challenge. In the end, Oliver, the chimney sweep, who was 

considered the best player in Mentless, stepped forward. 

“We should make it worthwhile” he suggested. 

“How much?” asked Siegfried. 

“Is twenty quid too much for you?” 

“Make it fifty and you’re on” Siegfried replied. 

They shook hands and began the game. Oliver 

started with a score of 100 – which of course was doubled, 

to 200, leaving him wanting 101. Siegfried replied with a 

desultory 17, leaving 284. It was during Oliver’s second visit 

to the oche that he twigged. Whatever he scored, odd or 

even, doubled up became an even score, which, when 

subtracted from the original 301 would always leave an odd 

number, so he could never get down to an even number 

and hence a double finish. And however badly Siegfried 

played, he would inevitably eventually win. Oliver conceded 

with bad grace. Things became very awkward when he had 

to admit that he did not have the fifty pounds he owed 

Siegfried. 

“I know! I’ll give you the Mentless Belle instead”, 

Oliver suggested, and he was off like a sprinter from the 

blocks. Siegfried wondered what he was going to do with 

several pounds of cast bronze, but when the sweep 

reappeared, instead of a bell, he was carrying a small 

squirming piglet under his arm. “Here you are; Mentless 

Belle”. 

Unwilling to leave empty-handed, Siegfried 

reluctantly took Mentless Belle home with him. (The name 

was a poor choice. Not only was it an exceptionally ugly 

creature, it also turned out to be a little-boy piglet). In the 

following days word soon got round Longub Puttastone 

about Siegfried’s new co-habitant, and the news was 

received with mixed responses. Alice thought it would do 

Siegfried good to have a companion, whereas Prunella was 

scandalised. 

“But you can’t keep him in your cottage” she told 

Siegfried one evening in the Half Head. “What about the 

smell?” 

Siegfried shrugged. “He’ll just have to get used to 

it”. 

Mentless Belle  A Story of Longub Puttastone                                              By Martin Winship 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower case) 

 

Deadline for items to go in the June edition 

is: Wednesday 15 May 2019 

The editor will be Colin Davenport 
 

Village news can be viewed online at: 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 

PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter

 01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01525 240 465 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Chloe Collins            email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School   01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Mick McManus 01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
John Taylor 07940 206056  

  Local names and numbers 
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substitutes!) enjoy on match days, representing the village. 

Kick-offs are at 2pm on a Saturday, 2.30pm after the clocks go 

forward. 

 

Next month’s article will provide further coverage of the way 

the club works and the challenges involved, including a 

description of all the work that has to go into each game. 

 

More than just the Game 

 

It is inevitable that most of those who come to watch a football 

match at any level will not appreciate the behind the scenes 

work that allows the match to take place. The importance of 

this understanding and recognition was illustrated in recent 

publicity about a team that is (only slightly!) better than Long 

Marston FC. It was reported that Manchester United’s manager 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer made a big difference to the atmosphere 

at the club by taking time to talk to the backroom staff, 

something that other recent managers had failed to do. 

 

Long Marston’s players should be in no doubt that they are 

only able to play because of the work that goes on behind the 

scenes. For instance the tasks of washing kit and preparing the 

pitch are part of the job description of the Treasurer (Daphne) 

and the President (Alan), proof that grand-sounding titles don’t 

always match the duties required. There is also a high level of 

bureaucracy required for the administration of modern amateur 

football; apparently it takes 90 minutes of online activity by the 

Treasurer each week, completing the various forms and other 

admin requirements of the Aylesbury and District League. 

 

Long Marston may not have Ole Gunnar Solskjaer or Jose 

Mourinho to manage their team but they do have a manager – 

Nick Sabitini – who has managed the club for the last five 

years and is responsible for team selection and tactics. During 

Nick’s time as manager the club has maintained its position in 

the Premier Division of the Aylesbury and District League, 

reached the final of the Herts Junior Cup and also won the 

Oving Cup, the local tournament for village teams. This season 

the club made it to the quarter finals of the same cup, only 

losing on penalties after a 4-4 draw. 

 

I was surprised to find that Long Marston FC has one feature 

that gives it an advantage over Manchester United and other 

Premier League teams – the size of its squad. The total number 

of players available is now around eighty. After I questioned 

this rather surprising statistic, it was explained that this number 

is necessary to run two teams, together with substitutes, and the 

need to cope with lack of availability of players for a wide 

range of reasons, including holidays, injury and other personal 

commitments. There are no contracts or vast salaries that allow 

the club to insist on everyone playing every week; in the 

modern social environment, it has to be accepted that there will 

be times when players have other priorities in their busy lives. 

And it is good that so many have the opportunity to take part. 

 

As mentioned in last month’s article, the Committee would like 

to see more local people attending at home games, particularly 

when the first team are playing. It is not quite like that old joke 

where you introduce the crowd to the players but most of those 

attending are often friends and relations of players. The 

presence of more supporters would much improve the 

atmosphere and encourage the players. And there is the 

incentive of tea and  coffee being available at half time for 

everyone present. The serving of these beverages is yet another 

part of the job description of the Committee.  

 

My interviews made me very impressed with the commitment 

of those running the club but also some concern about its 

future. Malcolm, Daphne and Alan were very open about their 

concerns too; less young players coming through, more non-

villagers taking part and the difficult conflict between picking 

players on merit and giving everyone a chance. I also wondered 

whether it was not just about young players; will it be possible 

to find other, younger committee members to take on all the 

behind the scenes work that long term success depends on? 

 

I certainly hope that our football club does address these 

challenges and succeeds where other local village teams have 

failed. I also believe that the determination and commitment to 

survive is so strong that Long Marston FC will do so, at least in 

the short to medium term; the long term has to depend on the 

next generation. My strong impression after my interviews and 

research for my articles on the three village sports clubs – 

Cricket, Tennis and Football – is that these are an important 

part of our village life and an asset to the community. We 

should all be grateful to those who make it happen and do 

everything we can to support them. 

(Continued from page 28) 

Mostly however, people took quite a liking to little 

Mentless, and provided scraps to supplement his diet, 

which consisted of whatever he could grub up in 

Siegfried’s small garden, and left-overs. Alice became a 

friend when she brought the piglet all the peelings from a 

large batch of Brussel Sprout Relish she had just made. 

Even Prunella contributed, and her husband turned up at 

Siegfried’s with a hamper of Pig Treats from Blandings and 

Trotter Ltd, purveyors of  

porcine requisites to the gentry. Rupert at the pub 

was only too pleased to supply the growing piglet with his 

kitchen waste, thinking in the long term of sausages, pork 

pies and home-cured hams. 

One warm day, when Siegfried and Mentless were 

enjoying the sunshine in the cottage garden, Siegfried 

reclining in his deckchair, with the piglet lying contentedly 

by his side, happily grunting from time to time, Thomas, 

Jake and Rodney came strolling along, and stopped at the 

garden gate. They rested there for a while in idle 

observation of the bucolic scene. Rodney removed the 

stalk of grass from his mouth, and turning to Thomas and 

Jake, remarked 

“You can tell a lot about a character by the 

company he keeps”. 

Siegfried and Mentless looked thoughtfully at each 

other, and then, after a few moments, the piglet stood up, 

and slowly walked away…… 

 

(Mentless Belle   Continued from page 25) 
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 Village Football – a Fight 

for Survival      By Alan Warner 

 

In the previous three Newsletters, we have 

featured articles on the history, benefits and 

the challenges of the Village Cricket and 

Tennis Clubs. Now we move on to cover 

Long Marston Football Club and find that 

many of the same issues apply. It can be hard 

for village-based sporting teams to survive 

and this only happens because of the hard 

work of a few dedicated members of the 

community. 

 

During my interview with the Chairman, 

Treasurer and President of the club – 

Malcolm Pollard, Daphne Bateman and Alan 

Winfield – this became very clear. All three 

are in the same age group as your reporter, 

thus unlikely to be scoring goals for the first 

eleven! Yet is only because of their 

commitment – and that of other volunteers - 

to the club that it survives and allows the 

younger generation to take part. Many 

village teams do not survive and there is 

concern that this branch of the game is 

dying; Wilstone and Cheddington football 

clubs being local examples of those that have 

had to close. 

 
Like the cricket and tennis clubs, Long Marston FC has a long 

history, having been formed in the 1890s. The cricket and 

football clubs shared the recreation ground – and, during a 

temporary phase, grounds at Gubblecote and Station Road - 

until the cricketers moved to the Marlins ground in 1963; then 

the links and cooperation between the two clubs were much 

greater than now.  

 

This period was a golden age for the football team. They had 

won the Aylesbury and District First Division League title 

twice in the late 1950s and the Herts Junior Cup in 1962; these 

days the club’s first eleven is still in the League’s top division, 

in a mid table position. More recent achievements have been 

the First Division title in 2003 and the Oving Cup (for local 

village teams) five years ago. 

 

Now there is much more bureaucracy involved in running an 

amateur football club than in years gone by. The Football 

Association has developed a number of regulations that are in 

many ways understandable but which add to the complexity of 

running a village team. Team sheets, armbands, first aid kits 

have to be provided, kick-offs have to be on time and any 

failure to comply involves a hefty fine.  

 

Another major challenge is getting young people involved 

because there are so many alternatives and distractions in the 

modern social environment. Despite this challenge, the average 

age of the two teams is now younger than it has ever been. 

Indeed the policy of giving chances to young players is one of 

the reasons why the second eleven are in a lower position in 

Division 2 than is ideal.  

 

The best answer to player development would be to launch a 

youth team but there are even more challenges involved. It 

would be difficult to compete with more established set-ups 

such as Tring Tornadoes, which runs seven youth teams. Also 

the regulations require – for good reasons – even more 

complexity and administration than at senior level. 

 

Playing for Long Marston FC is not quite like playing in the 

Premier League. Rather than receiving thousands of pounds a 

week, players have to pay a small signing on fee and match 

subscription. These are not enough on their own to cover the 

running costs – rent of the changing rooms, referees’ fees, 

league payments – and the main funding comes from the Bonus 

Ball Scheme, run by Daphne. The extent of the struggle for 

financial survival – which failed in Cheddington, Wilstone and 

many other villages – is not always appreciated by those 

outside the club. 

 

We discussed the links between the club and the village and the 

situation is very similar to the cricket club. Malcolm recalled 

when there used to be an annual dinner and weekend dances 

attended by many villagers but these no longer take place. It 

also seems that there are far fewer villagers attending matches 

than there used to be and this is something that everyone at the 

club would like to change. It was admitted that this is partly 

because there are fewer villagers in the team than in the past; 

this is to some extent because team members move away more 

often than they used to, and yet still want to continue playing.  

 

This may all seem rather negative and, to understand the 

positive side, you have to come to see a match, to experience 

the pleasure and excitement which 22 players (plus 

(Continued on page 27) 


