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Toby Davidson 

IT is with great sorrow that we record the death of Toby Davidson who held the post of 

Treasurer for Village News and was also one of our editors. Toby died on 4th April from the 

effects of cancer. He was just 55. The February issue of Village News was the last to be edited 

by Toby, who received the news of his imminent demise while in the middle of producing that 

magazine for us. In true Toby fashion he insisted on completing what he had begun and his 

editorial column makes no mention of his serious illness.  Of course his contribution to Village 

News was only a small part of his unstinting efforts in the local community over many years, 

and it is no surprise that he has been awarded the 2018 Thomas Chapman Trophy for 

outstanding contribution to village life. The award was presented to him a few weeks before 

he died. The funeral was held at St. Peter and St. Paul's Church, Tring, on 13th April when 

several hundred friends joined with family members to fill that large church - a truly 

astonishing turnout. 

 

The service was conducted by Rev'd Jane Banister and there were impressive eulogies from 

Giles Davidson, Chris Hodges and Fiona Davidson. An obituary will be published in the next 

edition of Village News. 

St Cross Easter Egg hunt 2018                           
by Jo Woodbridge 

ON  a chilly 

Easter Monday 

morning, some 

children and 

their parents 

scoured the 

Church for 400 

paper eggs which 

had been 

secreted in every 

crevice, hole and 

surface.  

 

The winners 

were Luke, 

Charlotte, Beth 

and Megan.  The 

winners received 

a large Easter 

Egg and each 

participant was 

awarded a small 

chocolate egg 

with plenty left 

over for the 

adults too. 

 

The winners of Ester egg hunt with the Rev’d Jane Banister 
 Photo Colin Readman 
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I’m Pat, Stan’s wife, just for the 

new comers’ information. Stan and  

I would like to start by welcoming 

you all to the Wilstone Allotments 

where I hope you will benefit from 

the new way of getting those 

wonderful fruit and veggies to the 

table which should certainly taste 

much better than shop bought. Also 

to the great community feeling we 

have here as you mix with us all to 

discuss the pro’s and con’s about 

the best things to grow etc.  But please don’t ask Stan and I 

for information as we just put things in the ground, hoping 

that at the end of the season we get something for the freezer.   

 

We didn’t do too well last year. We tried putting White Fly 

netting over the greens etc. which we grew under the butterfly 

netting. Unfortunately they wanted more light than there was 

so our cabbages grew long stems trying to reach for the Sun, 

the effort of this  meant that they failed to heart up. We won’t 

be doing that again. The snow has ruined our fruit cage 

netting so that needs replacing.  

 

I went for a wander this morning round the allotments, along 

the squelchy grass paths, to see how many of you have 

planted out your beds, and found that it is only a few. 

Surprise Surprise! Although Stan and I haven’t planted 

anything yet, we did prepare the beds some weeks ago. Last 

year,  I was delighted to mention that there were a great 

number of you working hard at Easter. But this Easter, not a 

soul to be seen. 

 

Stan has spent several days de-flooding the Chickens from 

the water coming off the field, making sure that the excess 

water isn’t wasted by filling up our water tubs from a little 

pond he has dug out, especially to catch the flood water, right 

beside their shed. With the wet, cold and mud sticking their 

feathers together, no wonder they aren’t laying. I understand 

that other  allotment plots  have also had to be de-flooded. 

 

The only thing I can think to say that makes me think Spring 

is here, is the lambs  and  a silly, nonsense poem recited by an 

aged Aunt-in-Law   

 

Spring is sprung 

 The grass is ris 

 I wonder where the Bluebells is. 

 

From our seven ewes we have had three sets of twins and 

two single girls, (I’m glad to say) and one huge ram 

lamb.This is great for Stan, as this is his first year of breeding 

sheep. A new found hobby to add to his Wood Turning and 

Fretsaw work and of course his allotment.  

 

The saddest thing is that we have lost George, a little ram 

lamb.  My daughter Chrissy nursed him for four days and he 

seemed to be thriving but extremely slowly, then he suddenly 

went downhill, and we finally had to have him euthanized. 

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Allotment Corner                                                       by Patrica Smith 

His brother Fred 

we are having to 

hand rear, as his 

Mother doesn’t 

want to know 

him. He follows 

us everywhere, 

he is such a 

cutie. At the 

moment he is 

fast asleep in 

my living-room/

conservatory on 

Chrissy’s 

lap.Alright for 

some!. 

 

We are hoping 

to take Fred to 

the Village 

Show in June to 

meet you all.  

 

Here’s to a Summer of warm, happy and sunny days. 

 

Yes, I’m Fred and I am a boy, but I like to 

show my feminine side. Ha Ha! I am wear-

ing Sasha’s pink dog harness. Today I am 11 

days old 

Forget about the Olympic Decathlon 
& Commonwealth Games Heptathlon 

Wilstone Fun and 

Games and Dog 

Show is proud to 

introduce the 

inaugural running of 

Wilstone’s own 

‘THE PUNY PERSONS PENTATHLON’ 

A small entrance fee on the Fun and Games Show on 

10th June, buys you a ticket that will allow you a 

chance to demonstrate your talents and ‘sporting’ 

prowess, in a range of 5 selected games of ‘skill’. 

Each Puny Persons Pentathlon entrance ticket pays for 

one attempt at each of the 5 games, but there’s no limit 

to the number of tickets you purchase, and your chances 

of proving you are the most puny on the day. 

Points mean Prizes 
Points gained, per ticket, in each of the 5 games will be 

added together to determine our 2018 Champions, in 

each of three separate age ranges. Medals will be 

awarded on the day. Come and join in the fun, and show 

your family and friends who is the Puniest. 

See you on Sunday 10 June . 
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Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Editor this month: Colin Moore 
Editorial Team  

Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, John McCall and 

Colin Moore. 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 
I think I drew the short straw this week -summer type days 

and stuck over a key board. There is going to be quite a lot 
going on in next couple of months.  
 

May Day is truly the start and how better to celebrate than by 
getting up at the crack of dawn, making your way to St 
Mary’s Puttenham for 6am and listening  to The Ridgeway 
Chorale singing madrigals from the top the church tower. 
 

If you choose to take your bike that could count towards your 
training for The Puny Persons Pentathlon! Part of Fun & 
Games & Dog Show  Wilstone are preparing .. 
 
The council wants to make another Housing Survey and you 
will all be getting a form to complete in June. 
 
The announcement of  Village News Hundreds Club. may 
surprise you. For many years we have been providing a free 
Village News to every household in the Tring Rural District. 
To ensure we can continue to provide this service we need to 
boost our finances.  
 

You may ask why Hundreds Club,(plural).  We have decided 
not to limit the number of entrants as we have little idea of 
the likely response.  
 

A successful  Hundreds Club running for a six  month 
period, with your support, will help us to a sustainable future. 
 

The next edition will be for June 2018 and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 16 May 2018.  

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Tuesday 1 May  

 May Day 
06.00am – Madrigals from the top the tower  of St Mary’s,  

Puttenham  - Ridgeway Chorale  

 

Sunday 6 May  

10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

Sunday 13 May  

10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evening Prayer at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

Sunday 20 May  
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Taize at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

Tuesday 22 May  

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

Sunday 27 May  

10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Even Song at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

3 May  Long Marston village hall 

6 June Puttenham Village hall 

Don’t miss this weekend  
 

Saturday 28 April 

Jumble Sale. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 29th April 

Long Marston Tennis Club  

Tennis Club Open Day from 2pm 

Sunday 29 April 

The Zimmermen. Queens Head, Long Marston 5-

7pm 
 

***************************** 
Tuesday 1 May 

May day madrigals. St Mary’s church, Puttenham 6am 

Saturday 5 May 

Gourmet night. Long Marston Cricket Club 

Tuesday 8 May 

History of Pinewood, Victory hall, Long Marston, 8pm 

Thursday 10 May 

Badapple theatre company. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Saturday/Sunday 12/13 May 

Bardaid event  see ad on page 5 

Sunday 13 May 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Friday 25 May 

Village Charity football match. Long Marston recreation 

ground 6pm 

Saturday 26 - Monday 28 May 

Mentmore Arts Festival 

Saturday 9 - Sunday 24 June 
Bucks Art Weeks (formerly Bucks Open Studios) 

Various local artists taking part 

Sunday June 10 

Fun & Games in Wilstone  1-5 pm  Village Hall and Rec. 

Saturday 30 June Sunday 1 July 

Wingrave Open Gardens 

Diary dates… 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

ss.

Fun & Games in Wilstone 

– we need your help! 
Not long now until we have a day of Fun & Games in 

Wilstone on Sunday 10th June!  We’re still looking 

for items for our Tombola, Bric-a-brac, and Book 

stalls and we’re hoping you can help us by donating 

items as follows: 

Bric-a-brac: please give Irene McCall a call on 

01442 825529 to sort out the details.   

Tombola:  the Community Shop in Wilstone is 

once again hosting a donation box. If you 

have nothing lurking in your store cupboards, 

or elsewhere, perhaps you may consider 

buying something from the shop to pop in 

the box. 

Books or dvds (sorry no videos): please hold 

onto these and bring them down to the 

Village Hall on Saturday, 9
th

 June. 

Thanking you for your contributions and we’re really 

looking forward to seeing everyone on Sunday 10th 

June for a whole lot of Fun & Games! 
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DISCOVER THE JOY AND BENEFITS OF  

GROUP SINGING 
 

Sing Wilstone meet on Tuesday evenings at 7pm 

At Wilstone, Nr Tring 

 

Enthusiasm and sense of humour are the only requirements 

Contact Jo  01442 891444 

BEER - PROSECCO -  Wine -Tea - Coffee - Juice - Cakes 

The Vicar's BBQ - Burgers & Bangers 

Saf's Kitchen - Top Quality Homemade Curry 

Food and drink available 5pm - 12pm 

Toby Davidson Cup presentation & Daves Disco at Village Hall 

Proceeds will be divided equally between Village School, Pre-School, Church, Village Hall and Football 

It's back….. 

THE 6th LONG MARSTON VILLAGE CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH 

This year we are playing for the inaugural  

Toby Davidson Cup! 

"come and cheer your side on,  

and raise money for your village!" 

Friday 25th May 2018 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Committee 

Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 16

th
 May 2018 at 8pm 

St Cross Church – Wilstone 
Come and join the Wilstone Village Hall Committee and 
help support your community. Can you spare a few 
hours a month? We have the following voluntary posts: 
Secretary   
 Preparing Agendas, Attending Monthly Meetings, Minute 
taking 
Booking Secretary Taking enquiries by telephone and 
email, Booking qualification,. Maintaining the bookings diary 
 

For more information about the Committee and 

these vacancies, please call Richard Smissen 

(Chair) on 07768802093 or at  

richard.smissen@btinternet.com

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 
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Summer                 
 Camps are back 

Week 1: 6
th
 – 10

th
 August 

Week 2: 20
th
 – 24

th
 August 

Long Marston Recreation Ground 
10 am – 3pm, early and late drop off 

available, charges apply 
www.apex360.co.uk

Village News Distribution Manager 
Have you considered volunteering some time in 
our community? Would you like to be a member 
of the Village News team? 

We have a system of well-established delivery rounds 
in place and we need a new Distribution Manager. 
 

You would be responsible for managing a team 20+ 
local distributors to ensure the magazine reaches our 
readers in timely manner. 
 

Receiving the magazines delivered by courier 
(Thursday or Friday of the last week of month).  
 

Breaking down delivery into the local rounds and 
taking them out to local distributors. 
 

Coordinating with the courier/printer iand the team if 
if things do not go to plan. 
 
The job takes approximately 3 hours per month, for 10 
months of the year and require a vehicle. 

 
Your contribution to the community will be gratefully 
received.  We would love to hear from you.  If you 

would like to know more please call Jean Fox on 
01442 825846 or email jeanannefox@yahoo.com

Village News: Notice of Annual General Meeting

All readers, contributors and distributors are invited to attend the 
 

Village News AGM and review 
at 7.30 pm on Monday 4 June 2018 

at the Half Moon, Wilstone 
 

to approve the accounts for 2017 and to elect the officers.  
The business of the AGM does not take long, and will be 

followed by an informal discussion on ideas for taking 
forward your village magazine in the months ahead.  

All welcome. 
Enquiries: Jean Fox - 01442 .825846  
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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False Alarm 
Your reporter sensed drama before the meeting when 

Cllr Thirkettle was seen sitting in the public area, absent 

from his seat at the top table. Had the conflict with the 

Chairman as described in last month’s report – over the 

Wilstone screening issue – led to a sensational 

resignation? The answer was no; this was an example 

of the councillor’s stated policy of public consultation, 

showing that he is no ivory tower politician. 

 

Amusing Matters Arising 
The matters arising from the previous meeting 

continued to have potential for laughs. First  Cllr 

Chalmers announced that it had been decided not to 

use MM Joinery – a euphemism for the Chairman’s 

carpentry expertise – to deal with the ongoing saga of 

the Wilstone notice board. ‘Someone more reliable’ will 

be chosen, was the councillor’s tongue in cheek 

comment. 

 

The second matter with humorous potential was the 

challenging issue of doggie poo bags. There was some 

confusion as to who should have taken responsibility for 

this agenda item, Cllr Ward or Cllr Chalmers. In the end 

Cllr Ward agreed to (exact quote) ‘pick it up’. 

 

New Blood 
There was a wide-ranging discussion regarding the best 

process for replacing Cllr Winship following his 

resignation. After discussion of whether a replacement 

was required, the decision was made in the affirmative, 

because of the need to share workload. The debate 

then moved on to choice and it was decided that the 

vacancy should first be offered to the two candidates 

who were next in line at last year’s election. If neither of 

these candidates were interested, the post would be 

advertised and selection made by interview. 

 

Cllr Lovis mentioned the importance of having more 

representation from Wilstone, rather than Long Marston 

or Gubblecote, but while this point was accepted, it was 

agreed that it must depend on who puts themself 

forward for election. 

 

Housing Survey 
There was a short explanation of the proposed 

questionnaire survey of the parish by Giles Meredith, a 

‘rural housing enabler’ from CDA Herts, a charity that 

encourages the building of affordable housing. The 

survey cost would be financed entirely by Dacorum and 

would aim to discover the need for affordable housing 

by residents and others connected to the parish. The 

houses would be built by a housing association and 

rented to whose who are eligible. It was agreed that the 

survey should proceed but all communications must 

emphasise that the survey is specifically on the need for 

affordable housing and does not cover house building 

more generally. See Opposite page for details. 

 

In Deep Water 
Long Marston FC has expressed concern about the 

drainage at the top end of the football pitch and the 

possibility that it might get worse after the pump track is 

installed. Apparently players taking corners are sinking 

without trace and a match had to be cancelled recently. 

It was agreed that Cllr Thirkettle would assess the 

extent of the problem. 

 

New Chairman? 
The Chairman created a surprise by stating his 

willingness to hand over his role to a fellow council 

member if others thought this desirable. His suggestion 

was that, now the Council has settled down after the 

major changes last year, there might be a need for 

someone with a different skill set. He was not formally 

resigning because of the need for continuity but he 

asked colleagues to consider this issue before the 

annual meeting on May 2
nd

.

Meeting Locations 
Cllr Lovis pointed out the contrast between the sparse 

attendance at last month’s meeting at Puttenham and 

the multitudes present this time. It was agreed that this 

was more to do with temporary road problems at 

Puttenham and that meetings should be evenly spread 

between all venues. To overcome the problems of 

obtaining Wilstone Village Hall, we should book earlier 

and be more flexible on dates. 

 

Dog Days 
One could be forgiven for wondering whether the 

Council has an obsession with doggy poo when the 

Chairman raised the issue of mess on the Long Marston 

Recreation Ground, following a complaint from a 

resident. It was made clear however that this was a 

serious matter; footballers were having to leave the field 

to be cleaned up and, even more important, there were 

health dangers for children who play there regularly. It 

was accepted that there are no easy answers. One 

agreed move was to ask other councils how they have 

addressed the problem; another suggestion was to 

encourage the majority who use the bags provided, to 

report those who don’t.  

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft       email:tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

The Villages Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

 have a vacancy for the post of 

Secretary 
The post is voluntary and responsibilities include: preparing 

Agendas, attending meetings and taking Minutes. Can you 

spare a few hours a month to take on this interesting role? 

 

For more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Affordable village homes survey  
Be part of our future 
 

WE at Tring Rural Parish Council have asked CDA Herts to carry out a housing 
survey on our behalf.  This is because we suspect that there may be an unmet 
need for affordable housing for local people in the area.  Ever increasing house 
prices mean that some may be forced to move away from the area to find 
housing.  High prices and shortages of the right type of housing may also 
prevent young people from being able to form their own households and stop 
older people from moving into more suitable accommodation. 
 
A Housing Needs Survey is being distributed throughout Tring Rural Parish on or before 1

st
 June 2018 and will 

result in a comprehensive overview of the housing need within our community. 
 
We need you to respond, whatever your situation and opinion is. 
 
Whether you are: for, against, in need of, or know someone else in need of housing. Please take the time to 
complete the survey form and return it to Community Development Action Herts (CDA Herts) in the freepost 
envelope provided by the deadline of 21

th
 June 2018.

You can also complete the survey online by going to www.cdaherts.org.uk/rural-housing and following the 
links. 

We understand that you may have concerns about new development, but if a need is established through this 
exercise, any affordable housing provided will be for local people connected to the Parish.  These homes would 
then remain affordable and for the use of local people in perpetuity. (Subject to Government Policy; Ref. Housing 
and Planning Act 2016). 
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Read Village News online: 
 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Sing Wilstone     by Jo Woodbridge 
 

SING Wilstone Community Choir will be presenting its first 
ever spring concert on Sunday 3rd June at 4pm, at St Cross 
Church, Wilstone. 
 
The concert ‘As Long As I Have Music’ is a marvellous 
musical medley of popular favourites, and will be conducted 
by Judith Sheridan. All profits made will be donated to the 
charity supporting Brain Tumour Research. Refreshments 
will also be available and there will be a charity raffle. 
 
The choir, which is formed from enthusiastic singers from 
Wilstone, Tring and surrounding villages, has been meeting 
for 4 years at St Cross Church in Wilstone. It’s a friendly 
and welcoming singing group that sings a variety of music, 
and is always looking for new members. 
 
The choir meets every Tuesday, 7pm, St Cross Church, 
Wilstone, where we practice for fun or prepare for any 
events we may have coming up. The end of 2017 was a 
busy time practising for the annual Christmas concert for 
residents of retirement flats in Aylesbury and for a carol at 
the annual Church Carol Service. 
 
This concert is a new venture, and the choir is embracing 
the challenge with gusto!  We really look forward to seeing 
many of you in the audience. Tickets are £8 (under 12’s 
free) and are available from 1st May from Wilstone 
Community Shop or phone 01442 891444. 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 
 

WHY NOT GET OUT IN THE GARDEN. 

COME AND SEE OUR RANGE OF COM-

POSTS AND PLANTS. 

ROCKERY AND ALPINES 

PERENNIALS 

SWEET PEAS 

BROAD BEANS 

PEAS. 

 

THE FARM SHOP, WILSTONE GREEN 

HP23 4NT 

01442 828478  

www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 

IN the last newsletter, I wrote about the sad news of the death 
of Richard Field, the projectionist from Arts Alive who 
travelled from Shropshire on each film night to bring all the 
film kit and to operate it. I have been asked to provide more 
information about the circumstances surrounding his death as 
it was so sudden and unexpected.  
 

On a dreich day, I travelled to the Westhope Burial ground 
near Craven Arms in Shropshire on April 12th to attend 
Richard’s funeral, and I met the Arts Alive team for the first 
time in the 12 years we have been associated with them. It 
was a humanist funeral, in the rolling Shropshire hills. It was a 
very moving occasion; it was also relaxed and informal, and 
despite the mud and the rain, it allowed attendees to express 
their feelings quite openly with impromptu addresses.  
Richard died from Ketoacidosis arising from his type 1 
diabetes, and I am told he simply passed away in his sleep 
without any distress. 
 

At the wake, I met with Richard’s 82 year old Dad, who was in 
remarkable shape given the tragedies that have hit his family. 
His wife died when Richard was quite young, and Richard also 
lost his brother in a car accident in Italy, so he has had to deal 
with a good deal of grief. 
 

Richard was known to his friends as Frog, for reasons I never 
got to the bottom of, and his favourite music was Sweet like 
Chocolate by a band called Shanks and Bigfoot, to which he 
apparently used to do a private dance. 
 

I was asked to say a few words during the service, and on 
behalf of the Wilstone film night audience, I expressed the 
shock and sadness that we felt on hearing of Richard’s death, 
and how our thoughts and prayers were with his father being 
the only remaining family member, his friends and colleagues. 
The Arts Alive team were clearly part of his family. 
 

We now must decide how we will do future film nights without 
Richard, as it is highly unlikely that he can be replaced. And I 
am not surprised having just done the exhausting round trip 
which Richard did over eighty times, sometimes in awful 
driving conditions. I do not think we truly realised what a 
fantastic job Richard did for us.  
 

Wilstone Village Hall has donated £100 to the Diabetes 

Society. 

Peter Walker 

Is your CV up to the job?   
 
Are you  highlighting all your key skills?  
 
Do you know what employers are looking for? 
Students, graduates, or established professionals… 

Get in touch with our 
experienced team and 
we’ll get you on track for 
your dream job.  
cv@rockpine.co.uk
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Enter our Logo Competition 
We are as concerned as everyone about the amount of 
plastic finding its way into our oceans, threatening  wildlife 
and passing toxic chemicals up through the food chain.  For 
that reason, we are actively seeking to reduce the amount 
of plastic we use in the shop.  One of the measures we are 
taking, concerns our stock of plastic bags.  Although we are 
not covered by the Government’s 5p charge for single bags, 
we have decided not to buy any more  plastic carrier bags 
once our present stock is exhausted.  Instead, we will be 
selling re-usable linen bags as shown in the picture 
opposite. 
But—we need your help!  Can you design an  
eye-catching logo for us to have printed on the new bags?  
The competition is open to all ages, all we ask is that you 
hand your designs in before the end of May 2018. The new 
bags will be on sale shortly after that.  Here are 5 tips for 
creating the perfect logo: 
⇒ It should be easy on the eye 
⇒ Timeless is better than trendy 
⇒ Black is not a colour 
⇒ Think about where it will be used 
⇒ Choose your typeface and font carefully 
We look forward to receiving your designs—good luck! 

Your logo will feature here! 

National Vegetarian Week 

14-20 May 

Once again, we shall be giving our deli a veggie makeover 

for the week, promoting delicious and exciting veggie food.  

Come along and try something different, and perhaps join 

in by cooking vegetarian meals for the week, or a few days.  

As well as the delicious deli offerings, we’ll have recipes 

for you to take away and try.  We hope you enjoy the 

variety on offer, but for those who are addicted to our 

homemade sausage rolls (and who can blame you) please be 

assured that our regular deli items will still be in stock out 

the back.   

Shop Signings 
As you may have read in last month’s magazine, one of 

our regular volunteers, Kathryn White, has recently 

published a book, Life Matters, about ‘how grief and 

horses changed my life’.  We are delighted to be 

stocking copies of the book, the proceeds of which will 

be donated to Brain Tumour Research.  If you would 

like Kathryn to sign your copy, then she can usually be 

found working at the shop early on Saturday mornings.  

Well done Kathryn. 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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A Story of Longub Puttastone 
 

MANY aspects of the maintenance of the village were in the 
hands of the venerable members of the Longub Puttastone 
Parish Council, some of whom had served, with or without 
distinction, for decades, and between them they had clocked 
up over two hundred years of service. One of the oldest, and 
longest serving, had recently decided that, having done his bit 
for King and country, the time had come for him to step down, 
“before I fall down” as he put it. 

Now, on the rare occasions when such an event had hap-
pened before, another pillar of society, of slightly younger 
vintage, would be invited to take the vacated seat at the coun-
cil table, in a dignified procedure known as co-opting. Since 
the last change of councillor however, many things had al-
tered. Not only were there now a good many new people liv-
ing in the village, they had brought with them something even 
more worrying; new ideas. 

It came as something of a shock then, when a significant 
number of parishioners having petitioned, it was announced 
that the vacancy on the parish council would be filled by the 
election of a nominated resident. The date of the poll was set 
for the fourth of May, and the votes would be cast at the vil-
lage hall. The count would take place in the evening of the 
same day in the nearby town of Bling. 

Half-a-dozen locals immediately threw their hats into the ring. 
Old Siegfried’s was not one of them. He had never been of a 
hasty nature, preferring to mull things over, weigh the pros 
and cons carefully, and assess the possibilities of any given 
situation. Or “scheme”, as his friends would put it. And so it 
was in this novel circumstance. Siegfried was disinclined to do 
much for anyone other than himself unless properly rewarded, 
and he knew that the parish councillors were unpaid. He did 
not think much of the idea of having to sit with the other mem-
bers, listening to their opinions and debating things. He pre-
ferred his own opinions, and making the decisions himself. On 
the other hand, it might be useful to be able to arrange certain 
matters to his advantage. He could definitely do with having 
his hedge cut, and he had often thought that a bigger allot-
ment would be useful. Come to that, it would be very handy to 
have the council provide a proper brick-built hut on the allot-
ments. Somewhere to store and clean tools, keep stores of 
seeds and bulbs and so on, and make a cup of tea. He was 
confident he could swing it if he got elected, especially if he 
called it something like the Local Activity Facility. After all, he 

reasoned, the villagers could always do with a LAF.

Having made his decision, and put his name forward (and told 
Jake and Rodney that they were nominating him) Siegfried 
turned his thoughts to the campaign. He had seen pictures of 
politicians in other elections sporting party colours, so he had 
a poke about in his cupboards and came up with an old red 
white and blue rosette. It said “Best Pot Grown” in the middle, 
but the print was small and he didn’t think anyone would no-
tice. Next, he turned his attention to this business of kissing 
babies. It was not a success. Apart from their tendency to be 
rather smelly, he caused a couple of hysterical fits, and when 
one irate mother threatened to call the police he quietly gave 
up on this particular vote-winning gambit. 

Other candidates had put out electioneering leaflets, so he 
thought he might as well do likewise, but when he discovered 
the cost, on making enquiries at the printers in Bling, he 
plumped for the do-it-yourself approach. He used the blank 
pages from old seed catalogues (they were only blank on one 

side, but he didn’t think that would matter). He dug out his 
ancient John Bull Printing Outfit, and got to work. Neither 
Siegfried’s spelling or grammar were of the finest, and there 
were no Ls in the set, but he persevered, and eventually pro-
duced a dishevelled pile of fliers. He delivered them himself, 
toting them round the village in a down-at-heel haversack 
which had previously housed a brace of dead rabbits. There 
was much confusion and a certain amount of consternation 
when people received these strange missives. Prunella 
Lympe actually screamed when she saw hers, and made her 
husband burn it in the garden incinerator before disinfecting 
the letterbox. 

The fourth of May arrived in a heavy and persistent downpour. 
Siegfried convinced himself that the weather would be to his 
advantage – his supporters, who he assumed would be the 
older, longer established residents, would brave the elements, 
while he assumed that the soft new-comers would stay skulk-
ing indoors. He went to vote (for himself of course) in the 
morning. The day dragged by. The rain hammered down. 

In the evening, Siegfried went to the count in Bling, where he 
questioned a rather spotty young man. 

“Ah, so, how did Star Wars Day go for you?” the young man 
asked. 

“Eh?” said Siegfried. 

“Star Wars Day. You know; May the Fourth Be with You!” 

“Eh?” said Siegfried. 

“Oh never mind. What name did you say? Ah yes, here we 
are. Er, you got 3”. 

“Oh, right. Well, that’s not bad. Three hundred votes should 
have got me on the council” said Siegfried confidently. 

“Er, well, no, actually. Not three hundred. Just 3”. 

Next day, Siegfried sat glowering over his pint in the Half 
Head. Jake, Thomas and Rodney were with him. 

“I suppose it’s a matter of trust”, Siegfried remarked eventu-
ally. 

“No, no, Siggy”, said Jake, “It’s not that. As a matter of fact, 
you are one of those very rare people that you can trust as far 
as you can throw them”. 

Siegfried tried to work that out, but gave it up. “I don’t mean 
me. I got 3 votes. I voted for myself, so that means that one of 
you didn’t vote for me”. He glared at them, confident that the 
guilty one would give themselves away by looking embar-
rassed. To his chagrin, he realised that Jake, Thomas and 
Rodney were all blushing furiously. 

Vote of Confidence by Martin Winship 

No 120 solution  

Community Shop Wilstone  
opening hours: 

 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Letters to the editor ... 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

I was saddened to read Helen Lear's letter in the April edition 

of the Village News concerning the killing of a deer on 11th 

March at Puttenham (Mothers' Day).  My field runs alongside 

part of Mrs. Lear's land and this was undoubtedly one of a 

pair of Muntjaks that graze and shelter on my land - I had not 

seen the male for several weeks and now I know why and 

who is to blame. 

 

That one of a breeding pair of these gentle wild animals 

should suffer such a fate purely because of the utter 

irresponsibility of an idiot with a dog is unforgiveable.  I now 

have the pathetic sight of seeing the poor doe grazing on her 

own. 

 

I have had cause in the last year on more than one occasion to 

speak to owners who had allowed their dogs to chase deer 

across my field and, whilst being polite, received nothing but 

verbal abuse in return.  Consequently, they were then 

informed in no uncertain way that should they continue 

failing to keep their dog under control on my land, they 

risked it being legally shot and that I would have no 

hesitation in carrying this out. 

 

Unfortunately, this would appear to be the only way to get the 

message across to the new breed of country dweller. 

 

Regards, 

 

Ivor Gregory, Astrope. 

IT has been so sad to 

have to say goodbye to 

the last remaining goose 

at the pond.  As everyone 

knows, he’s been here for 

many years and no doubt 

fought off many foxes, 

unlike the 22 others who 

sadly weren’t so lucky in 

the past. 

 

A kind villager had re-

cently found him  a mate 

to whom he became very attached.  Alas their happiness was 

short lived. I’m sure many of us will miss him and the pond 

just won’t be the same without him.   

 

Yours, very sadly 

Fran Flowerdew 

Gary and partner 

ON a sunny Saturday 

morning a lamb on a 

lead was spotted oppo-

site the Wilstone Village 

shop. One of eight re-

jected by his mother is 

now bottle fed and is 

called Freddie. He is 

very cute.  

 

Alla Postings  

 
Fred the Lamb 

Jeff Rodwell remembered 

READING Jeremy Johnson's fine obituary for Jeff Rodwell 

(Village News, April 2018) reminded me of a lasting and very 

tangible legacy that Jeff has left to the villagers of Wilstone.  

Noticing that, as the years passed, some of his neighbours on 

the outskirts of the village were finding it hard to walk down 

to the bus shelter in the village centre he decided that 

something could be done to assist. Using his knowledge and 

contacts after a lifetime in public transport, he petitioned the 

bus company to provide a second stop at Chapel End Lane. 

One can imagine that it took some time and energy to 

convince the authorities but he succeeded, and the second 

stop was erected about 10 years ago. Jeff was a regular user 

of the village bus service himself so I'm sure he also found 

the new stop very handy as he got older - particularly as it is 

right outside his house in Tring Road! I interviewed Jeff at 

the time for a story in Village News and am very pleased to 

have had the opportunity to meet this charming and 

interesting gentleman.  Should this bus stop now be referred 

to as 'The Jeff Rodwell Stop'? 

 

Phil  Buchi  

No 120 moderate 

 difficult 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 13 



Village News 

Page 15 May 2018 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R Jeffery & Son 
 Coal Merchant 

Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

 & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 



Village News 

Page 16 May 2018 

Recently, I’ve been reflecting on what’s most important to me in my life, and how I can ensure that I do it to the best of my ability – 
and strive to improve my ‘best’.  Whether it’s a age thing or more related to the passing of time I don’t know, but one thing I am 
certain of is that striving to do my best is key to progress and personal development (in business they call it ‘CPD’). 
 
As you may be aware, I rather like cooking, feeding and entertaining and I love to try new flavours, foods and recipes.  However, I 
also like to repeat old favourites which I will tweak in an attempt to improve them.  Unfortunately, it doesn’t always work!   
Sometimes little tweaks are all that is required to make something good into something great. The same is true when baking.  
Whilst I’ll never appear on either Masterchef or Great British BakeOff, I can still try to be the best I can, and encourage others to 
do the same.  My Father is a devotee of Lemon Meringue Pie and so occasionally I make one for Sunday lunch.  I’ve tried lots of 
recipes over the years, but have finally found one that I like, and which I now use whenever the need arises.  Try it yourselves and 
see what you think. 
 

Lemon Meringue Pie 
 

Ingredients: 175g (6oz) shortcrust pastry  
 2tbsp cornflour    150ml (¼pt) cold water 
 2 large lemons    75g (3oz) caster sugar 
 25g (1oz) butter    2 large egg yolks 
 2 large egg whites   100g (3½oz) caster sugar 
 

Method:        1. Preheat the oven to 190°C (375°F) Gas mark 5 and roll out the pastry to about 25cm (10”).  Line a 
19cm (7½cm) flan dish with the pastry and chill for 15 minutes.  Prick the pastry base with a fork, lining 
with baking paper and fill with baking beans/scrunched foil/dried rice before baking for 15 minutes. 

 2. Remove the paper and beans from the pastry case and bake for a further 5 minutes until golden.  
Remove pastry from the oven and reduce the oven temperature to 150°C (300°F) Gas mark 2. 

 3. Grate the zest and juice 150ml (¼pt) from the lemons, and mix the cornflour and water in a saucepan.  
Add the lemon zest and juice and slowly bring to the boil, stirring continuously.  Once boiled, simmer 
until the mixture thickens. 

 4. Remove the saucepan from the heat and stir in the sugar and butter.  Allow the mixture to cool slightly 
before beating in the egg yolks.  Then pour the mix into the pastry case. 

 5. Whisk the egg whites until they form stiff peaks then whisk in the sugar one tablespoon at a time until 
the mixture is thick and glossy.  Spoon the meringue mix over the lemon mix, and place on the top 
shelf of the oven.  Bake for 30 – 35 minutes until the meringue is crisp and golden. 

 6. Can be served either hot or cold, with cream, custard or ice cream! 

Recipe Lemon Meringue Pie                            by Sally Smith 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

ROOFING 
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WI   by Maggy Winship 

Our  April meeting featured our very 
own Jules, from the Queen's Head, 
who gave a fascinating talk about her 
life as an animal trainer for films such 
as Harry Potter and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, and the series 
Game of Thrones. We heard how she 
trains dogs, cats, owls, and even 
fifteen baby squirrels! For this very 
popular lady we had a record number 
of visitors who all enjoyed the 
evening immensely. 
 
We often have visitors to our meetings, all of whom seem to 
enjoy their time with us, and we are sorry that few are inclined 
to become members. Perhaps we still have our Jam and 
Jerusalem reputation? If that is the case then here is the 
truth about our WI. Firstly our group does not sing 
Jerusalem (unless it is a very special meeting), nor do we do 
much in the way of making jam. However, we do have 
a variety of entertaining speakers, quizzes and competitions, 
theatre trips, walks, and lunches in local pubs. There are also 
many opportunities to go to events further afield or take 
courses in anything from tap dancing to making silver 
jewellery at  Denman, the WI's very own residential Country 
House. Besides all these things you will make twenty new 
friends! 
 
If you think this sounds like something for you, ring me 
(Maggy) on 01296 662388. 

Tring Parish Men’s Society 

Men only?      by Leslie Barker 

I ended the report on What Housing Crisis by 
saying that April’s topic was still to be decided. However 
remarks by the editor of Comment wondering whether the 
Men’s Society should be for men only determined the topic. 
Our response was immediate and a letter from a former Men’s 
Society chairman should appear in the May issue of 
Comment. 

We invited the editor, Annette Reynolds, to the meeting, which 
she accepted at short notice, and emailed a set of questions 
we might address. 

Nine members and two guests met, and we began with a 
short history. The Church of England’s Men’s Society was 
founded in 1906 as a national movement, but folded in 1986. 
However it continued in Tring with monthly speakers and met 
in the church hall. When numbers dwindled this became 
unviable, and Rev. Huw Bellis saved the day by suggesting 
we met as a Lent home group. We continued under John 
Hawkes’ informal leadership, first meeting in member’s 
homes, and then at the Half Moon in Wilstone. It was 
emphasised that we are the Tring Team Parish Men’s Society, 
not a St.Peter & St.Paul organisation 

Jeremy, who also belongs to a Men’ group in Wingrave 
described their more formal set up in which a series of topics 
is chosen and the proposers lead those meetings. Our 
meetings are more ad hoc. 

Several men listed advantages of a men’s only group, the first 
being that if it was for men and women probably no-one would 
attend, as there are plenty of such meetings in the parish. 
Men enjoy each others company and sometimes it is good to 
get away from their wives, and even gives them something to 
talk about with their spouses.  

Some would feel inhibited if women were present, particularly 
if subjects like men’s health were discussed. 
The meetings can attract men who often do not attend home 
groups, and some on the fringe whose wives attend church 
but they don’t. Ending each meeting with Compline (night 
prayer) and quoting the Bible on various topics means there is 
always Christian content. Men’s groups offer needed mutual 
support and camaraderie particularly to older men, and an 
opportunity to discuss their concerns in a safe space. 

The generational gap is more significant than gender 
differences, and having only older members it is difficult to 
reverse this. A younger man would only come if the Society 
already had younger men. Often they are late home due to 
work (as for one member this evening) or commuting so 
evening meetings are not on; and Saturdays are family days. 
Dads and lads and now daughters and dogs is a successful 
initiative, but today’s millennials have completely different 
outlooks, interests and problems to the baby boomers. 

Annette admitted that she never attended the Mothers Union 
as she continued working while bringing up her four sons. 
That organisation has now folded in Tring due to lack of 
leadership, and today’s lifestyles. 

The discussion was as usual wide ranging, but most of 
Annette’s points, which were not if fact against men only 
meetings, were answered. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 2nd May, for 
which the topic is yet to be confirmed.  As always all men are 
welcome, whether or not church goers, at 7.30pm at the Half 
Moon in Wilstone.  Food is available. 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

St. Mary’s Church 
Services now held on each Sunday of the month at 3.30 p.m: 
1st Sunday – Holy Communion BCP  + refreshments 
2nd Sunday – Said Evening Prayer BCP 
3rd Sunday – Taize 
4th Sunday – Evensong BCP + afternoon Tea 
5th Sunday – Sunday worship 
St.Mary’s is now open every Sunday from 10 a.m. until after the afternoon service. 

MAY-DAY   - Tuesday, 1st May 

Final reminder to set the alarm clock early so as to arrive at St.Mary’s Churchyard by 6 AM to 

listen to madrigals sung from the top of the tower by the Ridgeway Chorale.  

 At 6.30 a.m. a full breakfast is served in Cecilia Hall. 

The Theatre comes to Puttenham again!  The Badapple Theatre Company present   YY.. 
 

“AMY JOHNSON” 
Thursday, 10th May – 7.30 p.m. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 

 
Tickets:  £12 / (£10 concessions)  £6 under 16’s – Christine 07514 548289 

 

Two jovial WAFF girls follow Amy’s final mysterious wartime journey and celebrate 

her pioneering career 

The Puttenham Trust 
 

THE JUNE LUNCH 
 

Sunday, 3
rd

 June – 12 noon for 12.30 p.m. : Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 
 

2-course meal + coffee and mints – Raffle – Charity Draw 
 

Tickets:  £7.50  - Christine: 07514 548289   M. BYO alcohol 

The proceeds from the April Cecilia Tea Rooms amounted to £217, and this 

was donated to St.Francis Hospice in memory of Toby Davidson who died 

following a long struggle with cancer. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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The Village News Hundreds Club 
Exciting news!  In order to raise funds to ensure the continued  production of our free parish 

Magazine, Village News, we are setting up a 100’s Club.

The Village News 100’s CLUB – is an opportunity for you to support us whilst having a bit of a 

flutter!  
 

Here’s how much it costs: - £5 per month (Only one number per person.) 

 

Here’s how it works: - the lottery will run  July 2018 through to December 2018 inclusive.   

 - the monthy draw will take place in public in time for inclusion in Village News. 

 - we can only accept advanced payments by cheque. 

 - you can choose to make 2 quarterly  payments of  £15.  

 or 1 payment for the  6 months of  £30. 

 - to enter you must be over 16 and we must receive your payment by  Monday 11June 2018 
 

If you wish to play, please complete the form overleaf with your details and send the form and a cheque, made payable to 

Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone Parish News to the address on the form. 
 
On receipt of your cheque and form you will be advised by email of your membership number (which we will allocate) and the 

rules of the lottery. Your number will be entered into each of the 6 monthly draws, with the chance of winning each month 

1st prize             –         £100* 

2nd prize           –          £50* 

3rd prize            –         £25* 
If you win, a cheque will be sent to your home address and the names of the winners will be published in Village News.  
We will announce where and when the July draw will take place in the June edition with a progress update  

* based on 100 members. The prize money allocated will be a 

minimum of 35% of the gross take. Village News reserve the right to 

change the prizes depending on the final number of members. 
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The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

VILLAGE NEWS 100’S CLUB 
IMPORTANT.  Please complete the entire form including email address. In the event that you do not have a 

personal email, please nominate a friend or family member to receive your electronic notifications.  
 

Name:                                                                                                       

 

Address:      

 

Postcode:                                          Telephone:   

 

Email 
 

I enclose a cheque for : 3 months £15 and agree to make the 2nd  £15 payment by 10 September 2018 

6 months £30   (tick as appropriate )

Please return this form along with your cheque, made payable to 

 Long Marston, Puttenham and Wilstone Parish News,

to: The Treasurer Village News 

 58 Tring Road 

 Wilstone 

 Herts  HP23 4PD 
 

We will send you your allocated draw number and a copy of the rules by email. 
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 
WRITING articles for magazines is an interesting process.  
While there is always the basic issue of “do I have an idea”, 
closely followed by “didn’t I write this before”, the more vital 
one is does this speak to people where they are.  Am I writing 
this as a rant or a whinge in which case it will only put people 
off, or am I trying to be nice to everyone in which case it will 
come across as bland and boring.  As a clergy team, we have 
made the decision to spread the writing of the articles 
between us, as we do with the weekly pew sheet, since that 
adds variety and different views to the process, always a good 
thing. 
 
What is also important is that those who write for the parish 
(and I mean both church and geographical in this) magazines 
read them, so that we know what are the concerns and issues 
that are being published.  And when you read them, it is clear 
that for most people, the concerns are the same.  We want to 
know how our community is – the schools and preschools, the 
clubs whether gardening or reading, and our parish councils.  
We want to tell others about what is happening, whether it is 
road repairs or flood defences, whether it is social events or 
fund raising.  And there is also an element of letting off steam. 
 
There is a phrase that has been going round in my head 
recently, after Toby’s funeral, and it comes from the 
Beatitudes in St Matthew’s Gospel (and for those of you who 
were at the funeral and got confused about the cheese, it is a 
reference to Life of Brian, a film by the Monty Python team 
that some see as sacrilegious, but many of us see as a very 
useful reminder not to take ourselves too seriously).  It is 
“blessed are the peacemakers”, and it has been in my mind 

because it is about building community.  Peacemakers are not 
those who try to paper over the cracks, or stop others talking 
about confrontational subjects; peace makers are not those 
who stand on the side-lines saying and doing nothing; and 
neither are they those who dictate to others what to do and 
who think they know best. 
 
Being a peacemaker is about building a strong community and 
doing so by mending broken relationships, by acknowledging 
hurts and then working out how to move forward.  That 
involves commitment, listening, and recognising that everyone 
has a part to play.  The twentieth anniversary of the Good 
Friday agreement in Ireland has shown us what are to be 
peacemakers on a national and international scale.  It has 
been successful but it has not been easy, and it has taken a 
great deal of time.  The current political situation with Syria 
shows us just how difficult it is to create a lasting and life 
giving peace.  It also shows us how sometimes there are no 
clear cut answers but if we are not committed to creating 
peace, it cannot happen. And this is not just true for countries 
but for communities, for work places, for schools, for families.  
We have to be committed to building peace, to creating 
healthy relationships.  We all have to listen; we all have to 
admit mistakes; we all need to express how we feel; and we 
need to do all these things with kindness, because it is never 
a success if we lose the ability to be kind to each other.   
 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 

children of God.”  May we all continue doing all we can to 

make peace in our world. 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 
01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 
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The Hospice of St Francis – Hospice News   
AS the blossom appears on the trees, the days get longer and 
the weather starts to warm up, minds start to turn to spending 
time outdoors and enjoying the open air – and we have loads 
of great events lined up throughout the warmer months to help 
you get together with friends and family and make the most of 
the great outdoors. 

All our fundraising events help us to raise the over £5 million 
we need each year to fund our free care and support for 
people living with life-limiting illnesses across Hertfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire. Without your support we could not 
bring peace, comfort and confidence to so many people - as 
in-patients, outpatients and at home - helping them to live life 
to the full and providing essential support for their families and 
carers.  

You can help us to continue to provide that care by signing up 
for one of our fantastic fundraising eventsY

Midnight Walk is back! 

Old and new walkers are being invited to join us for a 
Saturday night out with a difference as this special night time 
challenge returns to Hemel Hempstead with two new and 
exciting, candlelit routes to choose from. 

For the first time, parts of the route will be illuminated by 
candlelight as walkers make their way around the town on 

Saturday 16th June.

An illuminated ‘magical wood’ in the grounds of Abbots Hill 
School, will give walkers a chance to make a wish under 
twinkling lights before glowing neon bright in the ultra violet 
chill out zone.  

All walkers are being encouraged to carry tea light lanterns as 
they make their way along the route. The lanterns will then be 
placed together at the end of the walk as a symbol of the care 
and support the Hospice offers patients and their families. 

The fun begins at 9pm at Hemel Hempstead School when 
registration opens before walkers embark on their chosen 
route at 10pm. At the finish line all walkers will be rewarded 
with a finisher’s medal, a hot cuppa and cake. For more 
information visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/midnightwalk

Garden Party 

We’re once again gearing up for our ever popular annual 
Garden Party in the beautiful grounds of Ashridge House. 
Taking place on Sunday 3rd June, a wide range of activities 
and attractions will be on offer to keep the whole family 
entertained. 

Party-goers can look forward to regular attractions like cream 
teas on the terrace, live jazz, Pimms on the lawn and a wide 
range of speciality, locally produced food and drink. 

There will also be a variety of children’s entertainment to keep 

the little ones happy including pony 
rides, face painting, circus skills, 
Punch and Judy shows and even 
sumo wrestling. 

The family-friendly event draws crowds in their thousands who 
come to soak up the festival atmosphere and enjoy the 
opportunity to explore the extensive grounds of Ashridge 
House, which has played host to what is now the largest event 
in the charity’s fundraising calendar since 2001.  

As usual, it will feature a  Shopping Village selling jewellery, 
crafts, plants and much more. If you’d like to apply for a stall, 
please visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/gardenpartystalls

Kapow 

Bring out the superhero in you as you run, climb, duck, dodge 
and slide your way around our fun-filled 5k giant inflatable 
obstacles course at Ashlyns School, Berkhamsted on Sunday 
8th July.  It’s perfect for groups, so why not assemble your 
very own team of superheros? Minimum height, and age 
restrictions apply. Visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/kapow for details.

Markyate Plant Sale 

From modest beginnings the Markyate Plant Sale has evolved 
into a full-blown garden party and raised nearly £85,000 for 
the Hospice. 

This year’s sale is on Saturday 26th May in the picturesque 
gardens of 64 High Street, Markyate. As well as masses of 
colourful bedding plants the sale will feature a selection of 
hanging baskets, perennials, herbs and vegetables. To 
complete your visit, you can enjoy home baked cakes, rolls 
and refreshments whilst being entertained by live music. 
There’s fun for the children too, a host of great raffle prizes to 
be won – and entry is free. 

Other dates for your Diaries 

Dacorum Steam and Country Fayre – Saturday 28th - 
Sunday 29th July at Green Croft Farm, Potten End, nr Hemel 
Hempstead. 

Stocks Golf Day – The Challenge Trophy – Friday 27th July 
at Stocks Golf Club. 

Ashridge Golf Day – Wednesday 12th September at Ashridge 
Golf Club. 

Mud Pack Challenge – Sunday 21st October at Ashridge 
House. 

For further details of all our events visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/
events  or call 01442 869555

Follow us on Facebook: the hospiceofstfrancis, Twitter:
Hospicstfra  

1st Marshall Islands 

3rd Poland 

4th Rhode Island 

8th Red Cross 

9th Europe 

10th Micronesia 

11th Minnesota 

13th Chequered    (Spain F1 GP) 

14th Israel 

16th Middlesex 

17th Norway 

19th Union Jack 

 (Wedding of Prince Harry and 

 Meghan Markel) 

20th East Timor 

22nd Sherlock Holmes  

 (Birthday of Sir Arthur Conan 

 Doyle) 

23rd South Carolina 

24th Bermuda 

25th African Union 

26th Georgia 

27th Chequered  (Monaco F1 GP) 

28th Ethiopia 

29th Wisconsin 

30th Anguilla 

Cracking Flags                                                        by Martin Winship 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

Unique reclaimed wood furniture 
We provide clients with unique up-cycled furniture 

- Coffee tables 

- Bedside tables 

- Side tables 

-T.V. units 

- Chests 

And much more! 
 

Web: www.cswjoinery.com

Email: c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com

Tel: 07718088212 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

Registered with NARP 

Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Adele Hopkin supported by PC Mark Procter 

and PCSO Martin Leadbetter  01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Lucy Bancroft     email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School 01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Mick McManus 01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you 8
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note  this is EDITORWLMP in lower case ) 

 

Deadline for items to go in the June 2018 

edition is: Wednesday 16 May 

The editor will be Colin Davenport 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Local names and numbers 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

What’s Going on at College Lake                  by Paul Simmons  
 

LATE  March or early April sees the start of our Breeding Bird Surveys. 
This is something we have carried out here at College Lake for a 
number of years and involves walking a set route with 200metre 
sections recording the bird species we see and hear. The results of this 
survey help us to monitor and develop the habitat management we 
carry out.  This year we carried out the first of four surveys on Saturday 
7th April and possibly due to the weather conditions we have been 
having, this was my first early morning at the reserve. As the survey 
begins at 6.30am an early alarm was required, but the sound of the 
dawn chorus as I left home in Leighton Buzzard definitely made it worth 
it, and this carried on when I arrived at the reserve. One of the summer 
migrants we managed to see and hear on the survey was a good 
number of chiffchaff. With the lack of leaves on the trees it is a great 
opportunity to see these warblers, as later in the spring you may hear 
them but they can be really difficult to spot.  Another highlight was my 
first swallows of the year, along with warblers including blackcap and 
willow warblers. 
 

In the Wildlife Garden the volunteer team have began their spring tasks to ensure a really good display again this year. We 
manage our garden to showcase what you could do in your own gardens to increase wildlife. This includes having a good range 
of nectar and pollen rich flowers over as much of the year as possible to encourage insects such as bees, hoverflies and 
butterflies into the garden. The flower beds and wildflower meadow area in the garden are some of my favourite parts of the 
reserve on a warm summer’s day. The wonderful floral display along with the soundtrack of buzzing insects is truly wonderful. 
As well as inspiring our visitors to do something for wildlife in their own gardens, this area is used by our education team for the 
visiting school groups. We are looking for a few more volunteers to help out in our wildlife garden so if you or anyone you know 
has some gardening knowledge and can spare a few hours on a Wednesday morning then please get in touch with me on 
01442 826774 or paulsimmons@bbowt.org.uk. If you want some ideas you could do at home  either come in and visit our 

garden or look at the wildlife gardening section of our website at http://www.bbowt.org.uk/wildlife/gardening-wildlife .

Hopefully we will see you at College lake soon, either for a walk around the reserve or for one of our guided walks or events we 

regularly run here and at other local reserves. As always you can find details about the reserve, events and the Wildlife Trust on 

our website at http://www.bbowt.org.uk/ .

Great crested grebe                        photo Village 

Fusalarium ,moss, worms, leather jackets and bouncing 
bowls, are the torments of every green keeper's life.  
 
Cheddington Bowls Club has one of the best bowling greens 
in the area.  Maintenance of the green is an all the year round 
job. If you are a lawn 'specialist', or like the exercise of 
mowing, you could consider joining our Green team. No need 
to be a bowler.  
 
The aesthetics of a lush green finish is favoured by many, but 
more skilful bowling is played on drier grass, when the green 
runs at its fastest  - and the bowls at their slowest! 
You can't beat being on a bowls green on a warm sunny day.  

Give bowls a go                                                  by Tony Duke  

Tempted to try?......or come and watch a match .  
 

'Give Bowls A Go' sessions are on  Tuesdays at 2pm or 
Friday at 6 pm,  May to Sept.  
 

Just bring a pair of a trainers, or flat soled shoes. We will 
provide the rest.  
 

A warm welcome awaits you + fun, free coaching and a 
cuppa, a cheap  pint and lots of new friends.  
 
Fusalarium is a fungus  Ed. There’s no Fusalarium here 

Cheddington Bowls Club 
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The Rev Didier Jaquet leads  procession to St Cross.

Photos Colin Readman 

Palm Sunday in Wilstone                                         by Colin Readman 

Pogg  making one of his regular appearances  with Jane 

Shirley and the Rev’d Didier Jaquet 

 The annual Palm Sunday Procession took place on the morn-

ing of Sunday 25 March 2018. Commencing at Wilstone Vil-

lage Hall the procession progressed along Tring Road to St 

Cross Church headed by Pog the donkey.  A well attended 

service conducted by the Rev'd Didier Jaquet then took place 

in the church. 

ON our annual visit 

to Tiggywinkles (the 

animal hospital in 

Haddenham) last 

year, they told us 

they had 500 

hedgehogs to 

overwinter, mostly 

babies born too late 

to survive the winter. 

When Spring comes 

they have to release 

them into the wild, 

and we got very 

excited about this 

and quickly put our 

plate up, but it was 

not to be.  They had 

a waiting list of 

suitable homes for 

them. However, this 

year we were lucky 

enough to be selected and off we went to collect five of our prickly 

friends. 
 

They are amazing at Tiggywinkles, they provide food for five nights 

and a nesting box for them. We chose a spot in the wooded area at 

the bottom of our field and left the food and water so that they didn’t 

have to venture far on their first night. 
 

We borrowed a movement-activated infra-red camera so we could 

see what they were up to. 

After a sleepless night 

we retrieved the camera, 

and waited with bated 

breath, would we see 

anything at all?  We need 

not have worried.  They 

appeared one by one out 

of the box and tucked 

into the food provided. 

However, imagine our 

surprise when who 

should appear next but 

the most wonderful 

healthy-looking fox – 

who has lost their 

chickens this year I 

wonder! 

We put the camera and 

the food back for the 

second night wondering if the pricklies would appear or had they 

disappeared never to be seen again. We need not have worried.  Mr 

Fox appeared first, but in the corner was a hedgehog. Unfortunately 

we do not think the hedgehogs are big enough to trigger the camera 

on their own so for the next four nights we saw Mr Fox and the 

hedgehogs getting along fine - which was nice to know. The only 

other wild life were some pheasants. We are hoping to see a deer, 

but no luck so far. 

So good luck to our prickly friends, we do hope they all survive and 

breed and a big thank you to the wonderful team from Tiggywinkles. 

OUR PRICKLY FRIENDS                                    by Joan Dean 

Will they like their new home?  

Joan with five rather shy hedgehogs 

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 


