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New future for Queens Head  
 

THE future of the 

Queens Head, Long 

Marston has finally 

been resolved. Fullers 

Brewery has sold the 

freehold of the old 

pub.  
 

The new owners are 

Julie Tottman and 

Glenn Barrington. 

Village residents for 

over 12 years, Glenn 

and Jules are very 

much looking forward 

to the challenge of 

running the village 

local and are keen to 

keep using a similar 

formula to the one 

created by Tim Ayling the former landlord. 
 

“Some may see us as a bit mad, but we love the depth of feeling shown by the community of 

Long Marston for the Queens Head as the hub of the village and we are passionate about 

continuing the history of this 500 year old pub. We very much look forward to the 

continuation of the support offered by locals during Tim’s reign as landlord”. 
 

Plans are afoot to refresh the pub with a new menu and the continuation of the ‘Open Mic’ 

nights on Sundays at least once a month, the next one taking place on Sunday14 May. They 

also hope to hold coffee mornings and themed evenings raising money for local charities.  
 

Now the pub is a free house, Glenn intends to work with local breweries to supply his beer, 

stocking Tring Brewery’s “Side Pocket for a Toad’ as a permanent and a variety of guest ales. 

They will also be stocking Puddingstone Gin which is distilled locally. 
 

The Queens Head ran in to trouble back in 2015 when no one could be found to run it. 

Villager Tim Ayling approached the brewery with a plan to keep the pub open. After creating 

a successful business model following his extensive experience in the pub trade, Tim is 

delighted to be handing on the reins after over 17 months. 

 

Tim said “Firstly, I could not have started this without the support of the people that with nigh 

blind faith handed me their £100. The 8-12 week babysit to keep the pub open was never 

meant to grow into what it became.  We wish Glenn and Jules every success in the future and 

hope the locals will continue to support the pub as they have done for us” 

New owners Julie Tottman and Glenn Barrington 

Election Fever 
MRS MAY must have heard about the forthcoming TRPC by-election on 4th May and 

decided to take advantage of the situation. The general election is a bit outside our remit but 

we do have details of the County and Parish elections. You have the opportunity to read the 

candidates views and ideas so go to pages 16 –17 and meet the prospective councillors for the 

six TRPC vacancies. 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 
 
● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 
● Stocking home-made and local produce 
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

National Vegetarian Week 15-21 May 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Once again this year, the Community Shop will 

be supporting National Vegetarian Week with a 

range of delicious veggie foods in the deli.  Even 

if you are a confirmed carnivore, why not try 

going meat free one day per week?  Not only will 

you naturally increase your intake of fruit and 

veg, but you will be helping to reduce your 

carbon footprint and may reduce your risk of 

chronic preventable health conditions.  

Vegetarian cooking has the reputation of being 

difficult and time-consuming, but this is simply 

not the case.  Try mashed avocado with a 

poached egg on top and a sprinkle of chilli flakes 

for a delicious and nutritious breakfast.  Other 

recipe ideas will be available during vegetarian 

week, so pop in, pick up a leaflet and sample 

some of our veggie deli options.

Oh, I didn’t know you sold…. 
An occasional 

feature, highlighting 

items that customers 

have been surprised 

and delighted to 

find we stock.  Did 

you know we have 

second-hand books 

and DVDs? Come 

and have a browse! 

Summer feels like it’s on its way! 

It only takes a few sunny 

days for us to feel the 

changes in customers’ 

buying habits.  Take-

away soup sales fall as 

ice-cream sales increase.  

We’re also planning a 

more summery feel for 

the deli, so cheese of the 

week will be 

accompanied by coleslaw 

and hummus, and gala 

pie will be making a 

welcome return. 

Our beautiful Spring 

window-box 

Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 
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We have another full edition with plenty for 

everyone to read and enjoy. Of course the by-

election features strongly as you may expect. All the 

candidates have written a short piece (we suggested 

about 100 words) to introduce themselves to you.  

 

The Dear editor letters keep rolling in. You may not 

agree with all the opinions but it does spice things 

up. We do our best to ensure that the highly topical 

fake news does not creep in unnoticed.  

 

The What’s On pages continue to grow and we are 

covering more events from further afield. We aim to 

give information  about what’s happening not just in 

our villages but also in the surrounding area. We 

hope you find this useful. 

 

It’s good to read that the Queens Head is under new 

ownership that should now assure its future.  

 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for June 2017 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 17 May 

All Saints  Long Marston  

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Sunday 7 May 2017   

10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone  

 

Sunday 14 May 2017   

10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone  

6.00pm –  Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston  

6.30pm – Bishop of St Alban’s opening of the church at St 

Mary’s, Puttenham  

 

Sunday 21 May 2017   

10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone  

 

Tuesday 23May 2017    

2.00pm in the church  -   All Saints Tea Afternoon  

 

Sunday 28 May 2017   

10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Worship for All service at St Cross, Wilstone  

3.30pm – Evensong (BCP) at St Mary’s, Puttenham  

 

Tuesday 30 May 2017   

10.00am – Service at St Cross, Wilstone   
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday10 May at Long Marston  

Wednesday7 June May at Puttenham  

See page 16  for details 

Friday 5 May 

The Attention Seekers ‘Band Night’ L M Victory Hall 8pm 

Saturday 6 May 

Tring Together Job Show 

Belize Fundraiser, Wilstone Village Hall 7.30pm 

Friday 12 May 

Biggest Brain Quiz, Nora Grace Hall, Tring, 8pm 

Saturday 13 May 

Quiz night, Tilsworth Village Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm prompt 

Thursday 18 May 

Pitstone Museum, Tring Parish Hall 8pm 

Saturday 20 May 

Table Top Sale, Long Marston Victory Hall 11am - 2pm 

Monday 22 May   

Village News AGM 8pm Half Moon  

Friday 26 May 

Annual Long Marston Football Match & Disco  6.00pm 

Saturday 27th  -  Monday 29th May 

Mentmore Arts Festival, Mentmore church & village hall 

Sunday 18 June 

Marsworth Steam Rally, Startop Farm.  11am - 5pm 

Future of cricket. Mixed junior match at Marlins  10.30am 

LMCC past & present  2pm 

Wednesday 21 June 

LMCC v Cherwell Legends at Marlins 2pm 

Sunday 25 June  

Wilstone Open Village and Gardens 

LMCC Presidents XI v Mike Dean Select XI. Marlins 1pm 

Sunday 2 July 

The Big Community Lunch and Rounders Day 

Long Marston Recreation Ground 1pm 

Sunday 2nd July  

Hertfordshire Ladies v Cambs Ladies and Suffolk Ladies 

 in 2 x T20 matches at LMCC—11am start 

16-18 July 

Minor Counties. Herts. V Cambs.  Marlins 10.30 am 

Wednesday 19 July 

Hertfordshire Gardens Trust, High St. Baptist Church, 8pm 

Thursday 3 August 

T20 Unicorns v Sussex x two matches at Marlins 11am 

Saturday 5 August 

Long Marston & Puttenham Village Show 2pm 

Sunday 3 September 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity Cycle Ride 

Saturday 16th September 

Long Marston Cricket Club v Cross Arrows,  

Lord’s  Cricket Ground, London. 10:45 am 

Wednesday 20 September.

The Railway comes to Tring, High St. Baptist Church, 8pm 

Diary dates... 

In aid of: 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
The Army’s National Charity 

Quiz Night 
Tilsworth Village Hall 

Stanbridge Road, Tilsworth, LU7 9PN 
 

Saturday 13th May 
Please arrive 7pm for 7.30pm start 

 
Tickets £10 will include light supper 

Feel free to bring own drinks and nibbles 
Teams of 4-6 

 
Please call Jacqui on 07941 107699 

email jssp1967@gmail.com 
to register your team 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Read Village News onlineat: 
 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

 

Belize Fund Raiser 
 

Wine and Food Tasting  

6th May 2017 at Wilstone Village Hall @ 7.30pm 

 

Join us for some excellent wines and food 

Tickets £15.00 per person in advance from  

Peter 07740 942083 

Email peter@prs-officefurniture.com 
 

Organised in conjunction with Wilstone Village Hall 

Limited tickets available. 

The Biggest Brain Quiz  
For a fun filled night, get a team together Friday 12th 

May 2017 8pm  
For a fun filled night, get a team together and join our an-

nual quiz.   A General Knowledge quiz – have you got what 

it takes to be the Biggest Brain? 
 

£6 per head or £40 for a table of 8 

Nora Grace Hall, Faversham Close, Tring 
 

Cash bar on site and snacks provided 
 

To book tickets email Trish@tringtogether.org.uk

Wilstone Open Village 
& Open Gardens 

Sunday, June 25th 
Plans for this day-long event, designed to promote all 
that is best in Wilstone, are progressing well. If we are 
blessed with good weather both local families and 
visitors alike should have a most enjoyable day. 
 

Gill Glasser (glasser@btinternet) organiser of the Open 
Gardens part of the Open Village day, has got 
agreement from ten Wilstone residents to open their 
gardens, some for the first time. The gardens will be 
open from 2pm through until 5pm.  
 

Plans for the Open Village side of events, which runs 
from midday through until 9pm, are also progressing 
well. So far, we have some 33 stalls planned to line 
either side of Tring Road through the village, offering 
various local arts and crafts, and artisan food and 
drink. There are three key centres of activity, at the 
Church, the Community Shop, and the Half Moon. In 
the Church there will be plants, a tombola, bric-a-
brac and a display of photos of historic Wilstone. The 
church grounds will provide a safe place for activities 
aimed at local children, and the adjacent paddock 
will contain some farm animals and ever-patient 
donkeys. 
 

The Community Shop will, through their volunteers, 
be providing teas and coffees as well as selling a wide 
variety of local produce. 
 
With the invaluable help and enthusiasm of Guy and 
Abi at the Half Moon, the front garden of the pub will 
be the focus of over a dozen bands and singers, who 
will be providing entertainment from lunchtime 
through until 9pm. Guy and Abi will also be providing 
an all-day feast of roast beef baps.  
 
A new addition to this line up of activities, is a free-
to-enter village treasure hunt for local families who 
can explore the village (in safety as the road will be 
closed) looking for clues and hoping to win one of the 
great prizes. 
 
Please bring the children, friends and relatives for all 
these event, wander amongst village gardens & 
allotments, & enjoy the best of Wilstone 
entertainment.  
 
Tickets for the Open Gardens event will cost £4. The 
music and other entertainment, and the treasure 
hunt, are all free. If you would like to be involved in 
making this newly created event successful, 
particularly younger people who might like to join the 
team of event makers, please contact Marcus Postings 
(marcuspostings@outlook.com). There is an important 
job to be done to manage parking and assisting 
visitors. For any other enquiries to Peter & Jill Walker 
at jillmarywalker@btintnernet.com 

MENTMORE ARTS FESTIVAL 2017 
 

Art for all  
 

THE 9th Mentmore Arts Festival will be held from Saturday 

27 to Monday 29 May 2017 from 11.00 am to 5.00 pm. 
 

We are delighted that our favourite artists continue to support 

the event and are also very happy to make new artists a 

welcome addition to the team. We now showcase the work of 

over 60 contributors. 
 

The weekend is an opportunity to have a family day out with 

our refreshment tent offering light lunches, teas, coffee and a 

bar including Pimms and local beer. We also have a raffle 

with some great prizes. 
 

We have been able to donate to charity the fantastic sum of 

£9,000 in 2016 and over £50,000 in total from eight events. 

The lead charity for 2017 will be our local Air Ambulance. 
 

For full information  www.mentmore-arts-festival.co.uk 
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

FOR DETAILS, CALL TOBY 07970 636168 

Live band night featuring 
 

THE ATTENTION SEEKERS 
 

FRIDAY 5th MAY 8pm 
TICKETS ONLY £5,  CHEAP BAR 

 

COME TO YOUR NEW-LOOK VILLAGE HALL 

FOR A GREAT NIGHT OUT 

TABLE TOP SALE 
SATURDAY 20TH MAY  11am-2pm 

TABLES ONLY £10 

PLANTS, CAKES, BRIC-A-BRAC 

It’s time to declutter! 

News from The Hospice of St Francis  

WE have a host of outdoor activities coming up to help 
raise the over £5 million we need every year to provide 
our free, expert care for people living with life-limiting 
illnesses across Herts and Bucks and provide support 
for those close to them.  Pease support us if you can. 
 

The Garden Party at Ashridge House – Sunday 11
th

 
June 1-5pm 
 

Packed with Pimms, tasty cream teas, tons of fun 
children’s activities, a shopping village, hot and cold 
lunches and entertainment.  Advance tickets are on sale 
from the Hospice main reception, all of our twenty 
charity shops, and Returned to Glory at just £5 or they 
can be purchased on the day at the gate for £7 for 
adults.  Children under 16 FREE! 
 

Markyate Plant Sale  
 

The 21
st
 annual Markyate Plant Sale in aid of the 

Hospice opens at 10am on Saturday 20
th
 May in the 

gardens of 64 High Street, Markyate.  There will be a 
selection of colourful bedding plants, perennials, herbs, 
vegetables and hanging baskets on sale plus teas, 
lunches, music and entertainment.

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me (Click on Village News) 
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Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

have a vacancy for the post of 

Bookings Secretary 
 

Our Bookings Secretary is the first point of contact for 

information about booking the Hall and also for dealing with 

confirmed booking requests. They are responsible for 

keeping the Bookings Diary and for passing relevant 

information to the rest of the Committee. 

 

The post is voluntary but all expenses are reimbursed. For 

more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com .

We are also looking for new people to join as general 

Committee members. 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston Primary School is looking for a 
Midday Supervisory Assistant to join our team.  
 
This is a paid position and could be on a full time, 
part time or casual basis. The position is for 1 1/2 
hours in the middle of the day and involves setting 
up the hall, helping the children whilst they eat 
their lunch and  supervising them in the 
playground. 
If you are interested in this role please contact 
Long Marston School on 01296 668386 for more 
info. 

Wilstone Village Hall Management Committee 
 

Hereby give public notice of 
Annual General Meeting 

To be held on Wednesday 10 May 2017  
at 8.00 pm 

St Cross Church, Wilstone 
 

All are invited and new members are welcome 
 

AGENDA
1.         Minutes of the 2016 AGM 
2.         Chairman’s Report 
3.         Treasurer’s Report 
4.         Election of Committee Members  
5.         Signing of declaration 
6.         Resolution to pay the rent (£1) to  
 Tring Rural Parish Council 

Reader offer: present this 
magazine for wine discounts. 

Turn to page 13 to see the summer  
special selections for readers from  

Village Wines of Miswell Lane, Tring.  

The Village News team would like to recruit an 

Advertising Manager 

as the present volunteer will be moving away soon. 
 

Our Advertising Manager is the vital link with the ad-
vertisers who provide 80% of the revenue which pays 
for this magazine. It is an administrative task and no 
selling or collection of money is involved. The job is to 
handle enquiries from new and existing advertisers,  
raise invoices, and maintain the ad schedule from 
which editors work each month. Everything is set up, 
and training is given. If you can help us with this im-
portant role please call Jean Fox on 01442 825846. 

Tring & District  

Local Historical & Museum Society  
All meetings will be commence at 8 pm 

Visitors will be welcome on payment of £4 per meeting. 
 

Thursday 18th May 2017                                    AGM 

Pitstone Museum – what on Earth is that? 

By Dennis Trebble 

To be held at Tring Parish Hall (behind the Church of St P & 

P, High St) 

 

Dennis Trebble is the Secretary of the Pitstone and Ivinghoe 

Museum Society, which runs the museum at the Pitstone 

Heritage Park. This contains a large number of artefacts from 

all aspects of rural life, a 1940s room, engines of all shapes 

and sizes, farm machinery and many other fascinating items, 

including a Lancaster bomber cockpit. Dennis will tell the 

story of how all this came about.   
 

Village News: notice of AGM 
 

Notice is given that the AGM of Village News will be 
held at the Half Moon, Wilstone, on 

 

Monday 22nd May 2017 at 8pm 
 

to review the year, approve the accounts for 2016  
and to appoint the officers for 2017. 

All readers are invited to attend. Guaranteed to finish by 9pm! 
The Chairman and Secretary will be standing down this year. 

(Nominations may be made at the meeting.) 
 

Enquiries: Joan Dean, Secretary, 01296 668458. 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”
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Letters... 

Dear Villagers 

 

Thank you to everyone for the simply astonishing levels of 

support I have had in my quest to keep the Queens Head 

open.  

 

The new owners, Glenn Barrington and Julie Tottman take on 

their new venture today, Friday 21st April (HM Queen’s 

Birthday – coincidence?). I hope that you will support them 

in the same way that you have supported Liz and I over the 

last 17 months.  

 

I don’t think anyone expected this, but I am delighted with 

the outcome - a Free House run by people who already love 

the village.  

 

I would like to say thank you to anyone who has pulled a 

pint, fixed a shower, decorated a Christmas tree or simply 

turned up and bought beer, wine, spirits, soft drinks, or food 

(delete as appropriate).  I have also been able to help a lot of 

local charities raise money (we think it is approaching 

£12,000 with more to come as some of our investors are 

choosing to donate their original stake to charity). 

 

I would ask that you support Glenn and Jules and remember 

that pubs are for life, not just for Christmas! 

 

Thank you again and “Time, Ladies and Gentlemen please, 

don’t you have homes to go to?” 

 

Tim Ayling 

 

Dear Editor  

 
In response to the letter written by "Name and address 

supplied", I would politely request that you read again the 

letter from "Norris Cole".  He quite correctly pointed out that 

the closure of the road was unnecessary and that not everyone 

is enthusiastic about such events.  The effort put in place by 

those involved in organising and helping at such events was 

never questioned.  

 

When it became apparent no one knew of "Mr. Cole" it is 

understood the electoral register was consulted......to what 

end?  Find out where he lives and have a lynching.  Shades of 

Ruth Osborne 1751 perhaps?   Poor "Norris". 

 

Closure of the road will cause needless disruption and 

impact many local residents.  You could utilise the 

many open spaces where previous events have been 

successfully held to overcome the issue.  Very simple. 

 

I would also call for greater transparency from  the event 

organisers, who so far seem somewhat reluctant to expand on 

the planned road closure.  The advert/notice in Village News 

(March 2017 edition ) states the road will be closed all day 

and the event runs from midday-9pm.   

 

Between what hours will the road be closed? Which parts will 

be closed? Where will stalls etc be located on and along the 

road? What traffic management plan has been put in place (I 

assume there is one)?  What considerations have been made 

with regards to residents parking, emergency vehicle access 

etc etc.... You have a responsibility to detail this clearly and 

inform those affected in advance. 

 

Surely it would have been common courtesy to 

consult affected residents before publicising the event; failure 

to do this is inconsiderate and does suggest delusions of 

grandeur.  

 

Mark "Norris Cole" O'Sullivan 

Weatherfield  

 

Dear editor  

 

Daphne Bateman’s letter in last month’s village News 

complains about the ‘gripes and plain untruths’ aimed at 

Long Marston Football Club. 

I was elected to TRPC in late 2013 and one of the first items 

on the Parish council’s agenda was a proposal that TRPC 

lease the recreation ground to Long Marston Football Club 

for a period of five years at a peppercorn rent. The reason for 

this, I was told, was because LMFC had applied for a grant to 

incorporate additional changing facilities into the existing 

building via a grant from Sport England. As Mrs Bateman 

correctly states, such a grant was only available if the football 

club owned the ground on which their matches were played 

or held a long-term lease providing them with security of 

tenure.  

The land now making up the recreation ground was bought 

by the villagers of Long Marston for the use of all the 

villagers. To pretend, purely to obtain grant money, that it 

‘belonged’ to the football club seemed to me, and some other 

members of the public, questionable in itself. I was very 

much the ‘new-boy’ councillor but I said that we should take 

advice as to the legal implications of granting such a lease. 

This confirmed that the leaseholders would be the beneficial 

owners of the rec. for the period of the lease and would have 

total control over right of access to and what happened on the 

recreation ground, for the period of the lease. I was told that 

this was simply a legal nicety and that there was no question 

that LMFC would ever impose these rights. Whilst I accepted 

the assertion that the current officials of the football club 

would have no desire to invoke their legal rights. the fact was 

that the granting of a five-year lease would mean that they 

could do so.  

If the football club committee were to be replaced by a less 

benign group, then TRPC and other rec. users would have to 

accept whatever conditions the club might wish to apply. 

Whilst such a situation is, no doubt, unlikely in the extreme it 

would have been possible.  Mrs Bateman was correct in her 

………. Letters  continued on page 11 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

Days out in 2017 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 

Pick ups in the Long Marston & Wilstone area can be organised 
Please contact the office to make an arrangement 

info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 

www.masonscoachhire.co.uk 

Royal Ascot 

Wednesday 21st June 

Enjoy a day at one of the worlds most prestigious horse 
racing events. Don your glad rags for a day full of fun, food, 
drink, betting and hopefully winning! 

Silver Ring           £43.00 
Grandstand          £74.00 

Eastbourne 

Sunday 4th June 

Visit Eastbourne’s seafront for quality, lifeguard patrolled, 
award winning  safe bathing beaches, restaurants, beach 
huts, cabins, deckchairs and children’s attractions. A lovely 
way to spend a day 

£22.00 

Home help from Hannah 
SUPPORTING  INDEPENDENT LIVING 

• General cleaning 

• Food shopping / shopping trips 

• Changing beds, laundry and ironing 

• Take to appointments, clubs, social events 

• Companionship & a friendly face 

• Prepare/cook meals 

• Assist with pet care (walking/feeding) 
• Respite (sit with a friend or family member whilst a break is taken) 

If I can help you or your loved ones please feel free to get in touch. M: 07766 883706. 
E: hannamuckle19@gmail.com. 15 years experience in the care sector working with the 

elderly and learning disabilities. DBS checked with full references available. 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

Woburn Abbey Garden Show 
Sunday 25th June 
Whether you are an enthusiastic horticulturalist  or looking for 
inspiration, you’ll have an informative day out at the Woburn Abbey 
Garden Show. Enjoy the opportunity to hone or learn new skills and 
purchase unique plants and garden items 

£29.00 
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statement that there was just one member of the parish 

council (me) opposed to the granting of the proposed lease 

but that this ‘effectively prevented the club from going any 

further with the grant’ is wide of the democratic mark. I was 

but one of eight councillors so, regardless of my views, the 

other seven could have outvoted me. Fortunately they did not, 

presumably because they realised the legal and moral 

questions such a move would have raised  

The football club has, indeed, been an integral part of the 

community for many, many years and as such benefits from 

much goodwill from the wider community.  I supported the 

proposal to grant a loan to enable the football club to improve 

its facilities - as the TRPC minutes of the time will attest – on 

the basis that the football club paid its way in covering the 

cost of the loan. My objection (along with many others) came 

later when TRPC subsequently claimed that the building loan 

was not for the football club but was for the whole 

community. The (unheated, effectively windowless and 

concrete floored) meeting room put up and paid for by the 

football club was not part of the £40k used for the changing 

room extension which is not, and never will be, a ‘community 

asset’. I would, though, emphasise that it was never the 

football club which made this assertion but the then chair of 

TRPC. 

Most of the ‘gripes’ (not sure about the alleged ‘plain 

untruths’) have been aimed not at the football club – which is 

absolutely entitled, as is any other village group, to prosecute 

its own interests - but at the parish council which has (rightly 

or wrongly) been perceived as unduly favouring the football 

club at the expense of other community interests.  

It is also a shame that in Mrs Bateman’s parallel universe that 

the views of anybody whose family has not lived in the 

village since the Great Fire of London ‘has only been here 

five minutes’ and whose views, therefore, are not worthy of 

consideration. All of them pay their rates and many make an 

enormous contribution to the life of the village.   

Yours sincerely 

Chris Mann 

PS. How touching that in their letter in last month’s Village 

News the ‘six councillors who resigned’ emphasised ‘their 

desire to pay off part of the CAB loan’ which was, they said, 

was all about ‘reducing the tax bill for all of us’.  

Whilst this is a laudable objective, it ignores the fact that the 

penalty payment triggered by paying back £20,000 of the 

loan eight and a half years only ate up virtually all the interest 

saved, and by doing so  stripped out that £20,000 from TRPC 

reserves.  

Interestingly the six councillors who signed this letter were 

the same six councillors who, last year, voted down 

Councillor Thirkettle’s proposal to formally approach the 

Puttenham Trust who had previously indicated that they 

would consider donating the cost of the building materials 

(approximately £20,000) for the ‘Community Asset Building’ 

to TRPC. Hypocrisy or what? 

Letters continued... 
Dear Editor 
 

I read with incredulity the letter in your April edition from the 
secretary of Long Marston Football Club. This attempted to 
re-write the saga of the changing room extension by claiming, 
“The Club paid for all the planning work and the facilities 
were built, costing just over £10,000 in materials, all the 
labour involved being done voluntarily by members of the 
Club.” 
 

The £40,000 loan voted for (against National Association of 
Local Councils guidelines since there was no evidence of 
public support) by six Parish Councillors, all of who have 
subsequently resigned, was in order to fund this very 
building. 
 

It is truly extraordinary that the Football Club should forget 
about what amounts to an enforced donation of around £75 
from every household in the parish, since the verbal contract 
for the building works, issued by one of the six recently 
resigned Parish Councillors without any proper resolution 
ever being reached on the matter by the Parish Council, was 
awarded to a member of Long Marston Football Club. The 
letter went on to explain that the Football Club’s contribution 
of one fifth of the cost of a building constructed at its request 
and to its exact specifications is evidence of its desire to “aid 
the village”. I feel terrible now that I never sent a “Thank 
You” card. 
 

We were told that the completion of this building would 
enable the Football Club to start a youth team. Where is it? 
Let is hope that the new Parish Council will support all local 
bodies commensurately and will conduct itself properly 
whilst doing so. 
 

Ian Nicholls  

♦ Furniture & Accessories 

♦ Mirrors & Pictures 

♦ St. Eval Candles & Diffusers 

♦ Gifts & Textiles 
 

We also stock items by local artists,  

including Love Heart horseshoes. 
 

We are your local stockists of Frenchic®  

furniture paint & stencils. We also stock vintage & 

new handles and knobs, everything you need to 

transform that tired piece of furniture. 
 

50 Western Road, Tring. www.nickysharpinteriors.co.uk 

10 % off any purchase over £20 by showing this 

advert. 
Valid until 30th May 2017. Only 1 voucher per customer.
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit contact our 

pre-school leader Maria Adams on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 
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HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 

Female Personal Assistant, communicator needed 
for disabled young female in Wilstone. 

 

Approximately six to eight hours per week, weekends 
and occasional weekday evenings. 

People and communication skills is essential. 

Good at reassuring and encouraging others in an 

empowering way. 

Driver, non-smoker preferred. Pay £15 per hour. 

To start as soon as possible. 

 

Please contact Abby on 07973 639495 for further 

details. 

Pick Your Own 

Soft Fruit, Vegetables and Potatoes  

Opening Hours 

Monday – Saturday 10am – 6pm (last entry 5.15pm) 

 Sunday 9am – 1pm (last entry 12.15pm) 

 ( Open from approx mid June to mid October  )    

For more information visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk

or ring 01296 668175 in June 

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

With summer in mind we have a great selection of Prosecco! 
Le Clivie Prosecco, extra dry. Was £10.99 now £8.99 to readers. 

Cope Hill Treviso Prosecco, was £11.99, special price £9.99. 
Corte Reale Prosecco - really special. Down from £14.99 to £11.99. 

And we have more Prosecco and Rosé for you to choose from. 

Villa Maria Rosé  (New Zealand) usually £10.99, now £9.99. 
Casal Mendes Rosé (Portugal) Usually £10.99, a bargain at £7.99. 
Yellow Tail Cabernet Sauvignon (Australia), was £7.99, now £6.99. 
Stark-Condé Cabernet Sauvignon (South Africa),£10.99, now £9.99. 

Having a party? Come and ask about discounts on cases. 
 

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2.30pm-10.30pm. Fri and Sat:  
12.30 - 11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  

Bring this ad to get these prices. While stocks last. Offers end 31 August 2017. 

Now what’s going on here  turn to page 32 to find out! 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 
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IT is with great sadness that St. 

Cross records the passing of Andrew 

Minter, a resident of Wilstone and a 

member of the church for over 40 

years. For 20 years Andrew was also 

Churchwarden and his contribution to 

church life was immense. 

 

Andrew came from the Midlands, attended school in 

Worcester, and then tried several possible career op-

tions before finding his forte in the world of computing. 

He met his future wife Mary in 1955, when both were 

members of the Young Conservatives, and they married 

three years later, in 1958. Initially Andrew and Mary 

lived in Coventry, where sons Christopher and David 

were born, before moving to New Road Wilstone in 

1974 when Andrew secured a job with Wang Com-

puters. Family holidays were taken both in this country 

and abroad, as they all developed a love of Europe, 

Andrew in particular relishing the Black Forest. In later 

years he and Mary spent many holidays on the coast of 

Portugal. 

 

Andrew had a wide ranging knowledge of virtually eve-

rything, and what he didn’t know he would search on his 

latest mobile phone, gaining great satisfaction from the 

amount of information contained in such a small device. 

He read widely and had a vast number of books, and he 

also loved music, especially opera. Another great pas-

sion was cooking and he never missed an opportunity 

to experiment on guests when the occasion allowed. 

Andrew was a keen walker, locally favouring Wendover 

Woods, and always mapping out a route that ended 

with a lunch in one of the Wendover restaurants. He 

was also the proud owner of a Fiat Spider which, de-

spite the fact the roof leaked and the engine boiled, was 

his preferred mode of transport when he visited north-

ern France every November to place a poppy on his 

uncle’s grave. 

 

Andrew had an unwavering Christian faith which sus-

tained him through bad times as well as good. He and 

Mary worshipped at St. Cross for over 40 years and 

worked tirelessly to maintain the church. Apart from be-

ing Churchwarden for many years Andrew also mowed 

the grass, looked after the altar linens and for a time 

acted as treasurer. His knowledge of church ordinances 

has sustained many ministers and church officers and 

his quiet presence will be sorely missed. He was a kind, 

generous and courteous man, with a great sense of 

humour and his passing leaves St. Cross the poorer for 

having lost him, but the richer for having known him. 

 

Andrew’s faith can perhaps be summed up in the hymn 

‘All my hope on God is founded’ and when he retired 

from the role of Churchwarden the lines of this hymn 

The churchwardens lament 
Andrew Minter our churchwarden 

Has decided to retire 
Now he shares his special thoughts 

Of earth and heaven and things much higher 
 

All my hope on god is founded 
Vicars simply don’t compare 

Many’s the time i’ve looked to heaven 
Praying the churchwardens prayer 

 
Human pride and earthly glory 
They are not what god admires 

And so it falls upon my shoulders 
To ensure god gets what god desires 

 
What with care and toil he buildeth 

Congregations soon undo 
I uphold the holy purpose 

Clean the brass and clean the loo 
 

Me through change and chance he guideth 
When the rural dean appears 

Well rehearsed in mumbo-jumbo 
I allay parochial fears 

 
Gods great goodness aye endureth 

Loving all, what ere their sin 
Here i struggle—life is irksome 
When the cleaner hides the gin 

 
Splendour, light and life attend him 

Replicated here below-- 
That equates to endless funding 
For the windows, lights and floor 

 
Still from earth to god eternal 
All my efforts have one aim 

Mend the bell rope, buy the coffee 
Fix the roof and clear the drain 

 
High above all praises praising 

Listen to the rallying call 
For St. Cross and all her people 

Ye who follow shall not fall 
 

Andrew Minter our churchwarden 
Serving god, gave of his best 
We are grateful for his service 
Bless you Andrew, now at rest. 

In Memorium -- Andrew Minter                         by Clive Russell 
were parodied to create this affectionate tribute to him,  

reproduced below. 
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Parish and County Council elections: 
full list of candidates for 4th May 
 

ELECTIONS will be held on Thursday 4th May for Tring Rural Parish Council and for Hertfordshire County Council. Here is 

the full list of candidates for both elections. Voters will receive two ballot papers. For Tring Rural Parish Council there are six 

vacancies, and you can vote for up to six of the candidates. For Hertfordshire County Council the poll is to select one county 

councillor to represent the Tring division. 

 

Candidates for Tring Rural Parish Council  

(six vacancies) 

Ayling, Liz. Wheelers Yard, Long Marston. 

Chalmers, Douglas. Gubblecote. 

Craze, Gill. Gubblecote. 

Davidson, Toby John. Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Fox, Nigel Lindsay. Station Road, Long Marston. 

Lovis, Paul Ashley Osbourne. Tring Road, Wilstone. 

Myrants, Peter Ralph. Station Road, Long Marston. 

Phillips, Colin Barry. Longfield Road, Tring. (Labour Party) 

Ward, Nici. Tring Road, Gubblecote. 

Winship, Martin Pringle. Station Road, Long Marston. 

 

Candidates for Hertfordshire County Council  

(one seat) 
 

Anderson, Mark. Miswell Lane, Tring. (UKIP.) 

Conway, Olive. Silk Mill Way, Tring. (Conservative Party.) 

Hollinghurst, Nick. Tinkers Lane, Wigginton. (Liberal 

Democrat.) 

Pardy, Charlotte Susan. Wick Road, Wigginton. (The Green 

Party. 

Phillips, Colin Barry. Longfield Road, Tring. (Labour Party.) 

(Source: Returning Officer, Dacorum Borough Council, 5 April 2017.) 

Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Mr Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft   email: 

clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/ 

Next Meeting  
 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 

Wednesday 10 May at 8.0pm in Victory Hall, Long Marston 

following the by-election on May 4 (The meeting originally 

scheduled for Wednesday May 3 will NOT take place). 

 

The meeting after the annual meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 7 June  at 8.pm in Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. All 

members of the public are welcome to attend. 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Clerk to the council 
 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft has taken on the role of interim Clerk for 

Tring Rural Parish Council and can be contacted via email on 

tringruralclerk@gmail.com

1st Marshall Islands 

3rd Poland 

4th Rhode Island 

8th Red Cross 

9th Europe 

11th Minnesota 

14th Israel 

16th Middlesex 

17th Norway 

20th East Timor 

Cracking Flags May 2017 

The flags will be flown by Martin Winship at Marston Court on the following days during May 
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Liz Ayling 
I am 43 and have lived here since 2011 with my husband Tim 
and our son Alistair (4). I am a freelance HR Consultant 
working mainly from home.  
 

If elected, I am keen to make the Council more accessible - 
getting more information about council activities into our 
daily conversations, and by doing so, being sure that the 
decisions made better reflect your opinions. 
 

I look forward to the opportunity to speak to you about any 
ideas or concerns you may have. 
 

Doug Chalmers 
I have lived in Gubblecote for 16 years and currently carry 
out the voluntary role of secretary for Wilstone Community 
Shop.  This entails dealing with insurances, legal issues, 
leases and all statutory matters. 
 

My career was in large scale development and construction, 
latterly as a main board director, using my man management 
skills to form efficient and effective project teams. 
 

I was a Pensions Trustee for my company scheme for 15 
years, principally to safeguard the interests of our members, 
and was involved in finance (£950M), funding, investment 
strategy, consultant procurement. 
 

I am involved in schools’ rugby as a referee. 

 
Gill Craze  
Hello my name is Gill Craze and I am standing for election 
for Tring Rural Parish Council.  
 

I have lived in Gubblecote for nearly 5 years and I live with 
my daughter and dogs. I have many business interests and 
over the years have learnt a great deal about comprising and 
dealing with challenges.  
 

I love living in Gubblecote and if elected will take on the 
responsibility of this role to the best of my capability.

Nigel Fox 
I believe a councillor’s role is to oversee parish development 
in line with parishioners’ wishes, in a transparent and cost-
effective manner.  Seeking residents’ views, fashioning them 
into ambitious plans and making these plans public should be 
Parish Council priorities.  
 

Successful implementation demands teamwork, and if 
elected, I hope the expertise gained as a secondary school 
Headteacher will prove beneficial to the Council.  Certainly I 
will retain a sense of perspective, listen well and recognise 
the importance of respecting viewpoints different from my 
own. I seek election with no personal/political agenda and 
hope you will support me with your vote. 
 

Paul Lovis 
I am the Head of Maths in a Watford school with plenty of 
experience of planning, communicating and organising.  
 

My wife, two boys and I have enjoyed living in Wilstone and 
getting to know the local area and people. When I first came 
to Wilstone, 15 years ago,  I re-launched the Village News in 
a computer format.  I have helped at several village fetes, 

danced badly in the Wilstone Cabaret and I work in the 
Wilstone Community shop every third Sunday. If I'm elected 
I'll do my best to represent all the residents in the Tring Rural 
Parish.  
 

Peter Myrants 
My wife and I have lived in Long Marston for 28 years, seen 
both my girls through Long Marston and Tring school and 
now enjoy grandparenthood.  
 

Having instigated with Herts County Council the Section 19 
flood investigation, I continue to pursue the authorities as part 
of the TRPC Flood Working Party to further explore options 
to mitigate the flood risks within the Parish. As a retired 
management and IT consultant with several years’ experience 
of working within Local Government, along with a pragmatic 
approach, I believe if elected, I would make a useful 
contribution to TRPC. 
 

Colin Phillips  
I worked at the Home Office for the last Labour Government 
for 9 years, covering the areas of Policing and Criminal 
Justice. I was also seconded to Afghanistan during this period 
to help counter insurgency efforts in Kabul.   
 

I have lived in Tring for 7 years and am heavily involved in 
local football, on the management team at Tring Athletic FC. 
I have a son at University and also have extensive 
experience of working in the Private Sector. 

I will also be standing in the County Elections on 4 May and 
am pleased to give people the option of voting Labour. 
 

Nici Ward  
If elected to the council I plan to help make TRPC the 
representative and communicative body our Parish deserves. I 
would like to canvas the community’s opinions to formulate a 
new Plan for the Parish Council to work with.   
 

Being elected would combine my professional background 
with the community I have spent most of my life in. I served 
as a magistrate in Aylesbury for 6 years, managed the 
Community Shop - still serving on its committee – and am 
currently a Childline counsellor. From these roles I have 
learned to understand, accept and make decisions that include 
different views. 
 

Martin Winship 
Maggy and I have lived here for 34 years. Our three sons all 
attended the school. 
 

I worked for Vickers, Whitbread, Royal Mail and Cube 
Lighting in a variety of management, technical and project 
roles. 
 

Since early retirement, I’ve become involved in the 
community through the “Horti”, helping to organise the 
Village Show and Fireworks, and I have appeared in the 
Pantomime several times. Maggy and I helped to produce the 
Potted History of Long Marston booklet, and I’ve been a 
contributor to the Village News for a number of years. 
If I am elected onto the Parish Council, I will use my 
experience both at work and in the community to serve the 
interests of all parishioners. 
 

Introducing the candidates  
 

Village News invited all of the candidates for the Tring Rural Parish Council election to provide a short statement or profile to 
introduce themselves to you the readers and electors, their replies are below. 
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Anyone for Tea? 
IF you drive through Wingrave, past the Rose 

and Crown on the corner, you will almost 

certainly miss the little Tea Room, which is 

situated in a small block on the side of the pub. 

This would be a pity; it is a real treat, as Maggy 

and I discovered when we dropped in recently. 

The Tea Room was opened last September by 

Yvette La’Plain, in partnership with Sue, the 

landlady of the Rose and Crown.  

The room is beautifully decorated and furnished 

with small, intimate tables covered in 

immaculate blue and white table cloths. Yvette 

makes you welcome from behind a well-

stocked counter, invitingly loaded with display 

cases of her delicious home-made cakes. 

The building has had an interesting history; it 

was once the village butcher’s shop, then it 

became a greengrocer’s. A business ran from 

the room for a while, but the pub daughter took it over as her bedroom. Subsequently, it served for a while as an office before 

becoming an under-used dumping space. Then Yvette and Sue came up with a new use for the room, and Yvette did all the 

clearing and decorating before the grand opening last year.  

A full range of cakes and hot and cold snacks is available, together with hot and cold drinks. Lovely afternoon teas are on the 

menu, and alcoholic refreshment (wine, beer and of course Prosecco) are also available. Parties can be catered for too.  

The tea room close for April for a complete re-wiring, but will be open again for May. 

07776 408717 for information and booking.
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Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  Saturday 7.30am to 

1.00pm  Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon. 

Hopes rise for faster broadband 

in Wilstone? 

by Phil Buchi 

 

A READER in Wilstone has received some encouraging 

news for residents with 01442 numbers presently enduring 

painfully slow broadband speeds. An email from Tony 

Gibbons at 'Connected Counties' advised that: "I can confirm 

that we are looking to make access to fibre broadband 

available to your postcode [i.e. Wilstone] as part of the 

current contract of the Connected Counties programme. The 

estimated timescale for this delivery is currently set for 

September 2017 or before, though please note this is an 

indicative timescale and subject to change." 

 

Connected Counties is the organisation sponsored by 

Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire County Councils to 

extend fast fibre broadband in rural areas. Readers will recall 

that Wilstone was not included in earlier network upgrade 

programmes because of the technical difficulties caused by 

the distance to the Tring exchange, and because (for historical 

reasons) Wilstone does not have its own distribution 'cabinet' 

for telephone services. It will be interesting to observe how 

these problems are now overcome. In the meantime some 

Wilstone residents have taken advantage of private radio 

links operated by 'Village Networks' to provide access to fast 

broadband services. These seem to work well. 

 

The surprise upgrade by BT of the cabinet serving Long 

Marston (01296 numbers) last autumn has brought fast "BT 

Infinity" broadband service to the village. Long Marston was 

not in previous upgrade programmes either, but villagers 

have been quick to transfer to the better service. What a 

difference it makes too! Let's hope that these benefits also 

come to Wilstone soon. 

WI News            by Maggy Winship 
AT our April meeting, in addition to our members we were 

pleased to welcome visitors to our very interesting talk and 

slide show by Peggy Verrall about the Thomas Coram 

Founding Hospital. This was founded 270 years ago for the 

many abandoned babies and young children who were cast 

out onto the streets of London, and which, in the 1930s, 

moved to Berkhamstead, into what is now Ashlyns School. 

Now that the light evenings are here, our walking group are 

planning to include evening walks so that those who work 

during the day will be able to join us. 

We are also organising a visit to Pendley Theatre in May, to 

see Aspects of Love, and our lunch club will be dining at the 

Crows Nest this month. 

Our meeting on 9th May is our WI Resolutions Meeting, 

followed by a talk from a member of the Chiltern Multiple 

Sclerosis Society. 

Simple Pleasures                               
by Sally Smith 

JULIE Andrews sang about whiskers on kittens and brown 

paper packages, but for me two of my favourite things would 

have to be the sound of children’s laughter, and the smell of 

baking. 

 

These were combined during the recent Easter holidays when 

my children had friends round, and the girls decided to make 

rock cakes.  I had no involvement in the process at all, apart 

from ensuring we had the necessary ingredients, but the 

squeals of laughter coming from the kitchen assured me that 

everything was going well.   

 

As the smell of baking wafted up through the house, I 

tentatively made my way down to the kitchen where I found 

my son and his friends impatiently awaiting the finished 

product ‘for testing’.  I had a minor concern that the kitchen 

would look as though the proverbial bomb had hit it, but was 

pleasantly surprised to find that this was not the case.  Clearly 

my constant reminders to have a clean working environment 

have paid off! 

 

When the rock cakes eventually came out of the oven, the 

wait seemed interminable, they looked perfect and were 

instantly devoured before being allowed time to cool.  They 

were moist, full of flavour and exactly right – according to 

the assembled judging panel!   Try them for yourself, or even 

better, let your children make them for you: 

 

Rock Cakes 
 

Ingredients: 

110g (4oz) butter  225g (8oz) self-raising flour 

A pinch of salt  25g (1oz) caster sugar 

60g (2oz) currants 4-6 tablespoons of milk 

 

Method: 

Pre-heat the oven to 190˚c/375˚F/Gas Mark 5 and lightly 

grease a baking tray 

 

Rub the butter into the flour and salt 

 

Add the sugar and currants and mix with enough milk to 

make a soft dough 

 

Drop spoonful sized balls of the mixture onto the baking 

tray 

 

Bake  for approximately 12-15 minutes until slightly 

golden 

 

Cook on a wire rack (if your tasters will allow!)  

 

Finally, before anyone thinks I am being sexist by not 

encouraging my son to cook, not to be outdone, he made 

sticky beef for everyone for dinner that evening, again 

without any assistance. 
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LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

I SEEM to spend all year looking forward to May and here it 

is again. We’ve already been out and about with the Three 

Horseshoes Morris on their St George’s Day Tour and we 

have our first dance out of the season in the Chandos Arms, 

Weston Turville.  We have the usual early start again on May 

Day to see in the summer on Coombe Hill and the day 

culminates at the Pitstone Green Farm Museum in the late 

afternoon.  We are busy the rest of the month :- 

 

9 May, 8pm at the 5 Elms, Weedon 

16 May, 8 pm at The Old Swan, Kimble  

(as guests of Owlswick) 

20 May, Towersey Morris Men’s 50th Anniversary  

(see their website for the tour details). 

23 May, Grand Junction Arms, Bulbourne near Tring. 

27 – 29 May, Leeds Morris Dales Tour 

 

In the middle of all of this is the Joint Morris Organisations 

(JMO) Day of Dance in Leicester on Saturday 13th May.  Not 

unsurprisingly, the Day is being hosted by the Leicester 

Morris Men and there are 58 other sides appearing at 19 

different locations across the City from 10 a.m. until 4:15 

p.m. with Children’s Workshops during the lunch break.  So 

what is The Joint Morris Organisations (JMO)? There are 

three umbrella organisations in the UK that support sides or 

groups that perform Morris dance in all its forms. They come 

together as the JMO to discuss issues that affect all of Morris 

dancers and to organise National events such as the JMO Day 

of Dance in Leicester.   See www.jmodayofdance.com

The Morris Ring was formed in 1934 to encourage the 

performance of the Morris, to maintain its traditions and to 

preserve its history; to bring into contact all the Men’s Morris 

Clubs or Teams. It is now an association of 150 Men’s 

Morris, Sword and Mummers Clubs and Teams.  

 

The Morris Federation is now the largest of the three 

organisations and started as the Women’s Morris Federation 

in October 1975, but now is open to all. It is an association of 

self-governing Morris teams, which aims to: encourage and 

maintain interest in the practice of Morris dancing by women 

and men of all ages; provide a channel of communication 

between member sides; and encourage the improvement of 

standards of dancing among its members.  

 

Open Morris began in 1979 as a loose organisation of East 

Anglian dancers, following efforts by one of the then few 

mixed Morris sides in the country to find local friends and 

sympathisers. 

 

So we hope to see you out and about somewhere.  Come and 

have a go.  The full diary of our events can be found on our 

website or Google search the federations and see what else is 

going on out there. 

It’s May Again  The Whitchurch Morris Men  by John King 

Letter... 

Dear Editor, 

I thought your gentle readers might be interested in this 

extract from an editorial in the Daily Telegraph; 

"The English village may look like the quintessence of 

idyllic, civilised living, but beneath those thatched roofs lurks 

a dark and troubling world. Or so thinks the author Anthony 

Horowitz. He says they are great places for setting novels and 

dramas because they are riven with petty jealousies, 

bitterness and mutual mistrust. Of course, Agatha Christie 

went down this route long ago, exploiting the shock value of 

homicidal vicars and cadavers in the library. Horowitz cites 

Sherlock Holmes as saying "nowhere is more evil than an 

English village". 

I make no comment. 

Cheers,   Martin Winship  

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
(INCLUDING CEREALS & PORRIDGE) 

SUNDAY LUNCH (£7.30 / £9.50) 

 
CHOICE OF 3 MEATS OR MEAT PIE 

VEGETARIAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

ALL FOOD IS FRESHLY COOKED 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon -Fri 6:30am til 5pm 

Saturday 7:00am til 3pm 

Sunday 10:00am til 3pm 

THE OLD AIRFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

CHEDDINGTON LANE, LONG MARSTON 

LUNCH SERVED FROM MIDDAY 
A CHOICE OF 3 HOME-COOKED MEALS 

PLUS A WIDE SELECTION OF PUDDINGS 

A WIDE VARIETY OF BAGUETTES, 

SALADS, BURGERS AND WRAPS 

VEGETARIAN / GLUTEN FREE 

MEALS COOKED TO ORDER.  

GROUPS CATERED FOR 
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Long Marston Cricket Club.                        
by Paul Dumpleton 
 
OUR season will be underway by the time you receive this 

article. Very little extra to add to the last month’s item other 

than to say we now have confirmed another first at Marlins as 

part of our 150th Birthday year.  

 

On Sunday 2nd July we host Hertfordshire Ladies who will 

play two T20 games against Cambridgeshire Ladies in the 

morning and Suffolk Ladies in the afternoon. A great local 

opportunity to see top lady cricketers in action. 

 

Early Season club fixtures see us playing a home tie in the 

first round of the National Village Cup against Harpenden 

Cavaliers on Sunday 30th April. The following Saturday (6th 

May) the Cherwell League season starts with our first XI at 

home to Banbury and our second and third XI’s travelling to 

Leighton Buzzard and Bicester & North Oxford respectively. 

 

Coronation Cup sees us in a tricky first round away tie at 

Eaton Bray in early May. 

 

Reminder re youth development - Lee Beesley can be con-

tacted on develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk or mobile 07923 

462037 if you have a youngster with cricketing aptitude who 

is looking to develop further. 

 

Keep up to date with club progress on our website 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk

Wilstone allotment update  
By Sally smith  
 

HI everybody and welcome to all 

new comers. 

 

Well it's 4.30 in the morning and 

although it isn't dawn yet the birds 

are beginning to sing and I'm 

awake with the birds. What can I 

do, so that I don't wake the 

family?  Well it's my turn to write 

up about the goings on, on the 

allotments, so why not use the 

time while it is quiet. 

 

Next week is Easter and there has already been a lot of 

activity on the plots, especially on the new comer’s plots, 

they have certainly put Stan and I to shame as their hard work 

and dedication is definitely showing. The better weather has 

certainly bought most of us out of hibernation and back to our 

plots, and as I look out from my bedroom window, (during 

the day, not now), I can see loads of new raised beds. 

Everything is looking good. 

 

The grass paths have now been cut twice, and the lanes are 

now completely covered in grass, but the stones still seem to 

manage to get caught up in the mower. There is a lot of clover 

and moss which is creeping towards the plots. Not easy to get 

rid of once established. 

 

As Stan and I have been busy with his girls (sheep and 

chickens), we haven't had time to put any effort into growing 

seeds, so, as it is so late, we are going to have to buy plants 

this time. The greenhouse has been fumigated, and yesterday 

as I was ''at last'' preparing the soil for tomato plants, I 

noticed that the white fly was no longer alive in there, but my 

purple sprouting, which has been a great success this time, is 

covered in the horrible little flies. Again this year we are 

being choosy as to what we plant as I am still trudging 

through the freezer from past crops. 

 

Last year was a disaster for us. The tomatoes, my favourite 

crop had the blight. We only had enough to eat fresh, none for 

bottling for the winter. Potatoes were a lovely size this time, 

but we couldn't use them for baking.  The outside looked 

great, but some of them on the inside were black. As we were 

warned that the Badgers had taken a liking to everyone’s 

Sweet Corn, we harvested our early, we had a good crop but 

the tops hadn't quite ripened so had to be cut off, but they 

were really lovely and sweet. Sorry badgers to deprive you of 

such a delicacy. The peas were fine, but the pods were 

covered in a white floury fungus. We are wondering what we 

did wrong last year to have so much go wrong. Any ideas 

anyone? 

 

It will be great to see you all during the growing season and 

have a chat about different ideas that you all have, and as to 

how we can improve on our crops this year. 

 

Stan and I wish you all a successful harvest. 

No 111 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 28 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

MAY DAY

MONDAY, 1
st

 May – 6 A.M. with the Ridgeway Chorale 
 

How quickly a year comes around!  Once more, it is time to set the alarm clock 
extra-early for arrival at St. Mary’s Churchyard to listen to the Ridgeway Choral 
heralding in the 1

st
 May from the top of the church tower.  As always, this will be 

followed by breakfast in Cecilia Hall. 

JUMBLE  SALE

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM

SATURDAY, 6
th 

MAY – 2 p.m.
Jumble may be left at the hall at any time.  Help with sorting or help on the 

day of the sale would be much appreciated.  Tel: 01296 668337/07514 548289 
 

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

St. Mary’s Church
We will be back for worship within the church this month.  Please note change 

of details for our first service on the second Sunday: 
 

SUNDAY  14th May: Please note that the 8.15 HC will be 
cancelled.

6.30 p.m. EVENSONG SERVICE with dedication of the new 
floor and upgrade by the Bishop of St.Albans.   

A tea will be served between 5 p.m. & 6 p.m. in Cecilia Hall. 
Every one who has donated towards the upgrade will be invited 

to this service. 
 

SUNDAY, 28th May:  3.30 p.m. Evensong 
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RODNEY Shoemaker had bought an old map of the 

village at the annual jumble sale. It had caught his fancy 
as he had rummaged through the assortment of choice 

items on the book stall, and although the frame had 

been nothing to write home about, the map had been 

priced up at only 20p, so he had handed his money over 
and took it home. He had planned to give it a good close 

scrutiny, but as often happens other calls upon his time 

had intervened; he had put the map to one side, and 

promptly forgotabout it. But a couple of nights later, in 
the bar of the Half Head, Old Siegfried had been holding 

forth on some subject or other, and had described the 

place he was talking about as being “off the map.” This 

had jogged Rodney’s memory, so when he walked home 
he dug out the old document, and gave it his full 

attention. 

 

He took it out of the frame and smoothed the creased 
rough paper on the table. It was certainly a diagram of 

Longub Puttastone; the pattern of the roads, and the 

meanders of the canal were unmistakable. So too was 

the juxtaposition of the clearly marked church and 
vicarage, and the Half Head pub.  But he realised that 

several other familiar landmarks were absent. There was 

no village hall, no cricket ground or tennis courts, and 

many of the houses which lined the main street were not 
shown either. He could only conclude that the map was, 

indeed, quite old, though his ignorance of history and 

dates meant that he could not hazard much of a guess 

as to its actual antiquity. He had an idea that the canal 
had been built - by the Earl of Bilgewater – in the 

eighteenth century. Or it might have been the 

nineteenth. In any event, it was a long time ago. 

The map was clearly hand drawn, but up in the top left-

hand corner was the distinctive and familiar “OS” initials 

– Ordnance Survey no doubt. His pulse quickened as he 
realised that he might well have the original map, drawn 

by some ancient surveyor; even he knew that as such it 

would be worth a good deal more than the 20p he had 

paid for it. He fetched his magnifying glass, and looked 
closer. At one place, he noticed, there was a small, faint 

cross, an “X,” with some sort of pencilled inscription next 

to it. He squinted through the glass, and made out “ERU 

SAERT EHTS EILE REH.” He pursed his lips in thought. 
Latin he wondered? It meant nothing to him, whatever 

language it was in. He decided to take the map with him 

to the Half Head that evening, and see if anyone could 

translate the cryptic message. 

******** 

“It’s not Latin” announced Ben Winchester. “I did it at 

school and I haven’t forgotten everything. You recognise 

the way the words are; how they go together. And this is 

nothing like it.” Jake took the map and had a good look. 
“Probably just some children playing at Famous Five, I 

shouldn’t wonder,” he said. “I think the cross is where 

the allotments are. That field” – he pointed with a stubby 

finger – “is the rec. now.” He finished his pint and passed 

the map to Prunella Lympe, who received it reluctantly. 

She held it up gingerly by one corner. “It’s very dirty. 
And it smells funny. I don’t like to touch it – it might be 

covered in all manner of germs, crawling all over it.” Her 

face twisted in disgust, and she shuddered slightly as 

she quickly gave it to her husband. And so the map 
progressed, from hand to hand, around the increasing 

crowd of pub customers, all wanting to know what was 

going on. But no one had any suggestions; no one 

could decipher the inscription. Rodney managed to 
retrieve his property at last, and once more took it 

home, still none the wiser. He was about to turn in for 

the night, when he had an inspiration. He looked at the 

words again; “ERU SAERT EHTS EILE REH.” He 
realised that reversed they read “HER ELIE STHE 

TREAS URE” – “Here lies the treasure!” A slow smile 

spread across his face. “Flipping ‘eck!” he said. 

He set off (when the village was quiet, the lights were 

out, and everyone was asleep) with his spade over his 

shoulder and his torch ready in his other hand. He 
made his way silently along the street, and up the track 

which led to the allotments. As he got closer, he 

became aware of furtive sounds from in front of him. He 

stopped to listen. Low voices and the characteristic 
scraping sound of digging. He crept nearer. A light 

suddenly cut through the night, catching him full in the 

face. “It’s Rodney,” someone said. Rodney started. “Is 

that you Thomas?” he asked incredulously. “Er, yes, it’s 
me.  And Jake, and the Lympes.  And Ben and his 

missus. And a few others,” Thomas Crab admitted. “We 

all clocked what that map of yours meant straight 

away.” Rodney was at first inclined to argue, and try to 
assert his sole rights to the treasure, but he was out-

numbered, and out-gunned, so before long, he 

reluctantly accepted the altered circumstances, and he 

joined the others in some serious spade work. 

Between them they made good progress. A 

considerable amount of earth, stones and flints was dug 

up. They found absolutely nothing. They stuck to it 
stubbornly however; nobody was prepared to be the 

first to give up and potentially lose out on their share of 

a fortune. The first grey streaks of dawn found then still 
toiling away, with perhaps slightly less vim and 

enthusiasm than when they had started. Rodney 

stopped for a moment, resting on his spade and easing 

his back. His eyes opened wide, and his jaw sagged 
foolishly. Old Siegfried was approaching them. Rodney 

coughed a warning. Everybody ceased their digging 

and stood awkwardly, expecting to be on the receiving 

end of Siegfried’s legendary wrath. He came to a halt at 
the edge of their earthworks, and subjected them to a 

penetrating stare. Then, to their utter astonishment, his 

face was transformed by a broad grin. 

“Ah. So, you found my map then.” Rodney suddenly 

understood the true significance of the “O.S.” Siegfried 

chuckled. “Cracking! My allotment’s nicely dug over now 

– ready for me to put my spuds in!” 

“X” Marks the Spot A Story of Longub Puttastone                by Martin Winship 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com

LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)

Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m3)

Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 sacks) 
 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 

for details. 
 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, 

fencing, pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 
 

For all your domestic Plumbing, Gas & Heating  

requirements 
 

Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades,  

servicing & repair 

 

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ 

No call out charge 
 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527-900028   

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks 
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Over 25 years of joinery  
and carpentry experience. 

Home consultation and competitive rates. 
 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

ROOFING 
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  Saturday 7.30am to 

1.00pm  Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon. 

ONE of the privileges of being involved in education, 

however peripherally, is that I learn about new methods 
being brought in and used in schools.  There is a lot of 

bad press around, so it is always encouraging when 

changes are positive.  I am amazed at the grammatical 

terms used and understood by primary school children 
these days (remember I was at primary school in the 

1970s when ideas were very different).  I have also 

been shocked to discover myself getting enthused 

about the teaching of PE.  This is because there is now 
a teaching system which is based on teaching children 

core skills rather than throwing them into a specific 

sport.  This method also includes getting the children to 

invent their own games, because of the value of 
working out the rules, and it also takes away any 

gender stereotypes about sport which still abound. 

One of the great difficulties in education is that of 
maintaining the balance between the boring but 

necessary, and the exciting.  It is always more 

interesting to learn new things, but it is also vital to 
consolidate knowledge and to spend time making sure 

that one actually knows and remembers what is learnt.  

Repetition is important in order to embed (one of those 

words that no one ever seemed to use thirty years ago) 
knowledge.  And we know it is true if we think back to 

those things that we remember or have totally forgotten 

from when we were at school. 

Most things need repetition in order for them to become 

a regular part of our lives.  We all know how hard it can 

be to change a habit and it is one reason why Lent can 

be a useful season for change as the six weeks are the 
right amount of time in order to alter something 

permanently.  We understand that to become good at 

sport or music we need to practice and to do so 

regularly.  But how often do we apply these same rules 

to characteristics or virtues in our lives?  One of the 

things I learnt recently from being in a sixth form 
revision session was about Nicomachean ethics, written 

by the Greek philosopher Artistotle, who reasoned that 

ethics were like other skills in life, and needed to be 

practised.  You can learn about them, but the only way 
to show them in life is to practise them. 

There is a popular phrase around these days, which 

originated in the 1980s and has now led to many books, 
websites, social media forums etc, which is “random 

acts of kindness”.  I have always had some issues with 

it as a phrase as to me kindness should not be random.  

The idea of showing kindness to strangers and then 
blogging about it is not quite what I thought kindness 

meant.  It is relatively easy to buy a stranger a cup of 

coffee, but it takes a lot more out of us to speak out 

against gossip, or to listen to someone we find boring.  
But what does make sense is that repeated acts of 

kindness, whether to strangers or friends, means that 

the virtue becomes instilled in us.  We should of course 
all be kind, no matter what, to other people but we know 

this is not the case. 

Kindness is an underrated virtue – it is never listed on 
job descriptions, we would never dream of judging 

leaders in politics in business and politics by their 

kindness, yet why not?  Are we saying that being kind 

makes us weak?  We all know how difficult work places 
can be if kindness is not shown, let alone schools or our 

homes, so why do we not rate it more highly?  Maybe 

we still need a bit more practice. 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, as God in Christ forgave you.    Ephesians 

4.32 

AFTER reading "From the Vicarage" in the April edition, 
and Rev Didier Jaquet's visit to Hiroshima, I was re-
minded of our visit to New York in 2003. The hotel 
where we stayed looked down upon the vast building 
site that had once supported the twin towers of The 
World Trade Centre. The surrounding buildings still 
bore the scars of that terrible day in 2001, and one of 
these was a church which had been dedicated to dis-
playing tributes and memorials to the victims and emer-
gency services, from all over the world. One of these 
came from the people of the city of Hiroshima, which 
served as a very moving reminder of forgiveness. 
 
Maggy Winship 

Letter... 
No 111 solution  
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

TRING BEAVERS ABLE/DISABLED 
SWIMMING GROUP 

 

Held every Tuesday at Tring Sports Centre 
at 1.15 - 2 pm. 

 

Post operative exercises and swimming.  
 

Come along and join our friendly group. 
Helpers needed. 

 

Contact Carol Laurence on 01442 822695. 
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency                     0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Vacant   see numbers page 9 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Vacancy  email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann                    01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward  01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 
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Wilstone Toddlers 
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WI 
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Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 
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WITH May rapidly approaching the reserve is changing every 

day. Just walking from the car park into the Visitor Centre the 

banks are covered in cowslips in flower and chiffchaff are 

singing in the trees. 

 

The first weekend of April saw the celebration of our new 

Heritage Lottery funded Geology Rocks exhibition, with 

walks and activities for all the family. The second part of the 

Heritage Lottery Funded project is our Farming and Wildlife 

exhibition. To celebrate this you can join us for Go Wild on 

the Farm on Wednesday May 31st, when once again there will 

be walks, talks and activities for all the family to enjoy. 

 

On a bright but surprisingly cold morning in April we carried 

out the first of four Breeding Bird Surveys which we will 

carry out up until June. This involves walking a set route 

around the site with marked out sectors to record all non-

wetland bird species seen and heard. We picked up some of 

our migratory bird species which return to breed, these 

included chiffchaff, willow warbler and blackcap. Our 

resident species were also very vocal as they set up territories 

and attract mates. These surveys help us to monitor the bird 

population on the reserve. Over time this creates really good 

records which can be used to evaluate and shape the 

management we carry out on our woodland, hedgerows, 

scrub and grassland.  

The wetland birds are also monitored in a monthly Wetland 

Bird Survey carried out by some of our wonderful volunteer 

guides. Out on the islands we have displaying and nesting 

waders such as lapwing, redshank, oystercatcher and little 

ringed plover. If you visit us you may notice a two tone island 

in front of the Visitor Centre. This is an experiment to 

manage the vegetation on half the island to give a favourable 

breeding habitat for these waders to successfully breed. 

Another management technique we have recently used is to 

rotovate areas and traditionally our management of these 

islands has been to cut and clear the vegetation to provide the 

sparse vegetation favoured by ground nesting birds such as 

lapwing. In recent years the scrub and coarse grasses have 

been getting more dominant and keeping these under control 

has become more difficult, hence the trialling of different 

techniques. See if you can spot any lapwing or redshank 

nesting if you visit us in the next. 

 

Both the Breeding Bird and Wetland Bird Surveys are part of 

the national bird monitoring work that the British Trust for 

Ornithology carry out. The results are used by BBOWT 

locally and also feed into national records. 

 

As always keep an eye out for our regular guided walks and 

events on our website at http://www.bbowt.org.uk/whats-on .

Hopefully see you at College Lake soon. 

What’s going on at College Lake?  By Paul Simmons 

College Lake  - The Island  
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Eggciting Easter egg hunt at St Cross        by Jo Woodbridge  
 

IT was a cold, nearly dry morning when over 400 

paper eggs were hidden throughout the church 

garden at St Cross.  Didier began the proceedings 

with a short Easter service.   Seventeen  children 

charged around the garden seeking the eggs.  The 

idea was to collect as many as possible.  Parents 

and carers looked on giving encouragement and 

assistance when required, some children needed to 

be lifted up to reach the eggs.  The older residents 

of the village enjoyed refreshments including 

Simnel cake and hot cross buns whilst watching 

from a distance.   The eggs were all discovered very 

quickly and the great count up began inside the 

church.  The winners were each presented with a 

large Easter Egg and every seeker was given a 

small chocolate egg.  The winners were Beth Iley in 

the 4 and  under category, Luke Hailes in the 5-7 

category and Tom Patterson in the 8 and over 

category.   

Well done everyone!  Thank you to all those who 

helped on the morning, it was an enjoyable event. 

 

A more seasoned collector         Photos by Colin Reedman 

With a little help from Mum 

Counting the eggs  


