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Glenys is Hertfordshire 
lollipop lady of the year      

AMONGST the hustle and bustle of the Long     

Marston School run, one ever present sight is 

the  village lollipop lady, Glenys Jeffrey. Just 

before Easter, Glenys was awarded the Hert-

fordshire  Crossing Guard of the year for 2013 

at a glittering ceremony in Welwyn Garden City 

after being   nominated by pupils and parents at 

the school.  

 

Glenys has been the lollipop lady since 1999 

when she and Phyllis Proctor shared the duty, 

thanks to sponsorship from a local firm. After 

nearly 14 years, she still loves the job as well as 

being the school cook. Popular with the chil-

dren, she is known to be always smiling, rain or 

shine and as one child said ‘…her beam will 

always cheer you up… she is always there for 

us.’ 

 

Head Teacher Clare South said: “As a school 

we are enormously lucky to have Ms Jeffery.  

She is at the crossing every day no matter what 

the weather and always has a smile and a 

friendly chat with everyone. She not only knows 

all the children’s names but the parents’ as well.  

Fortunately for us, PRS Furniture stepped up 

two years ago to save our afternoon crossing 

patrol which has enabled us to continue to em-

ploy Glenys both     morning and afternoon. We 

could not feel prouder that she has won Hert-

fordshire’s School Crossing   Patrol of the Year. 

We have always known she is the best ‘lollipop 

lady’ around!” 

Pictures by Melanie Bayer. Top: Glenys at the 

Long Marston school crossing. Centre: With 

the Hertfordshire Award. Bottom: In her less 

public role as the school cook. 

by Clare South and Melanie Bayer 
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Village News 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

 

Editor this month: John McCall 
 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Harriet Rogers,  

Mark Woodbridge. 
 

 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

 

 

 

Recently it seems to me that every time I read a 

newspaper or watch the news on television, the 

leading stories are depressing. 

So it is refreshing to see such heartwarming stories  

as the dedicated “lollipop lady” and the many 

inventive ways people have of raising money for 

charity. Brilliant stuff! You can read about them in 

this issue. 

 

As I write this, the sun is shining, the skies are blue 

and the garden is starting to show signs of spring. 

Let’s hope this is the start of something good - boy 

don’t we all deserve it! 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

is Thursday 23rd May 2013.  

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/ 

Church services 
at 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
 

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 

 5 May 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

 6.00pm St Cross Songs of Praise 

 

12 May 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

19 May 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

 

20 May (Monday) 
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

26 May 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and 

Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 

All Saints, Long Marston. 
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 What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 15 May Long Marston village hall 

Wednesday 5 June Wilstone VH. (Meeting dates change 

to the first Wednesday of the month from this date.)  

Wednesday 1 May 

May Day Madrigals. 6am at St Mary’s Churchyard, Putten-

ham. Followed at 6.30am by breakfast at Cecilia Hall. 

Thursday 2 May 

County Council Elections 

Saturday 4 May to Monday 6 May 
Festival of Flowers and Crafts. St Cross, Wilstone  

10am - 5pm. 

Sunday 5 May 

Songs of Praise at St Cross. 6pm. 

Saturday 11 May 

Tea and Jazz. 2.30pm, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 

Monday 13 May 

Wilstone Village Hall AGM. St Cross Church, Wilstone. 

8pm  

Saturday 25 May to Sunday 26 May 

Herts County Show. Redbourn. 

Saturday 25th to Monday 27th May  

Mentmore Arts Festival. 

Tuesday 28 May 

Social afternoon at All Saints. 2pm 

Saturday 1 June  

'Tambourine Jerk' live @ Wilstone village hall. 7.30pm. 

Wednesday 5 June 

County cricket at Long Marston CC. 12 noon start. 

MCCA Unicorns 'A' v Essex 11 (ECB Trophy competition) 

Friday 7 June 

Cecilia Tea Rooms. 3pm, Cecilia Hall. TBC. 

Saturday 8 June 
Wilstone pre-fete village party. Village hall from 6pm. 

Sunday 9 June 

Wilstone village fete: Planet Wilstone (the final frontier). 

Saturday 15 June 

Midsummer Picnic, recreation ground behind Victory Hall. 

Sunday 16th June  
Marsworth steam and classic vehicle rally 11am-5pm. 

Tuesday 18 June 

Village News AGM. 8pm, Half Moon. 

Tuesday 25 June 

Herts v Surrey (Spitfire 60+ County Championship Central 

division) 1pm start. 

Tuesday 25 June 

Social afternoon at All Saints. 2pm 

Tuesday 23 July 

Social afternoon at All Saints. 2pm 

Saturday 3rd August 
Long Marston Village Show. 

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Molly and Georgie’s 
 

World Challenge 
 

Cream Tea 

Saturday 25th May 

2:30pm - 5:30pm 

 

£3.50 per person on 

the gate 

Rose and Crown Cottage, Long Marston 

(Corner of Station Road and Chapel 

Lane) 



 

Village News 

Page 5  May 2013  

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Times for mobile library Route 72 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: 2nd, 16th, 30th May 2013. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.00 to 11.20 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.25 to 11.55 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  12.50 to 13.15 

Puttenham (Church Lane)  13.20 to 13.45 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15 

 

Live @ Wilstone Village Hall 

Sat 1st June 2013  

7.30pm-11pm 
 

Tickets can be purchased from 1st May 2013 

from Wilstone Village shop priced @ £7.00 

 
Tambourine Jerk will be back rocking the village hall with 40 

of the best pop and rock songs from the last six decades of 

music.  Their set will take you on a sonic journey from fifties 

Rock ’n’ Roll right through to 21st century pop classics.   

From The Beatles to Bowie, The Rolling Stones to Snow 

Patrol, Neil Diamond to the Kings of Leon.  There is some-

thing for everyone from disillusioned teenagers to silver  

surfers! 

There will be a licensed bar on the night. 
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Win the children’s model competition at the  Wilstone 
Fete and you will receive a ride in a real Dalek! 
Show off your artistic skills by entering our free art competition at the Wilstone Fete on  9 June.  
In keeping with our theme we are looking for your creative ideas on 

                           aliens and outer Space. 

St Cross Church, Wilstone 
Festival of Flowers 

 

Songs of Praise 
Sunday 5th May, 6pm. 

 

Everyone welcome! 

Village News: Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

All readers, contributors and distributors are invited to attend the 
 

Village News AGM and Review 
at 8pm on Tuesday 18th June 2013 

at the Half Moon, Wilstone 
to approve the accounts for 2012 and to elect the officers.  

The business of the AGM does not take long, and will be followed 
by an informal discussion on ideas for taking forward your village 

magazine in the months ahead. All welcome. 
 

Enquiries: Phil Buchi, Chairman, 01296 661339. 

All work will be displayed during the Fete.  As well as a 
prize for first place in each class, we will also be awarding 
every entrant an edible treat. The winner of the Dalek 
model competition wins a ride in a real Dalek!* There is 
one model class for all ages and then a painting/drawing 
class divided into age groups. You may submit as many 
entries as you like, but all work must be your own. See 
entry form for the age classes. 
 
Please bring your entries and completed slip along to  
Wilstone Village Hall between 9.00am and 10.30am on 
the morning of the Fete. If you are unable to come to the 
Fete but still want to enter the competition, please deliver 
your entries and slip to: Diana Crapnell, 36a Tring Road, 
Wilstone, HP23 4PB (near the shop).  If you have any 
questions about the competition, or where to hand in your 
entries, please telephone Diana on 01442 826043.  
(*The Dalek will be at the Fete and the ride is available on 
the day of the Fete only.) 

aliens and outer Space   

Competition entry form 
 

Name: …………………………………………………… 
(Block capitals) 

Phone No: …………………………………  Age: ……
  
Tick which classes you want to enter. 

  
[   ]  7 and under – painting/drawing  
[   ]  11 and under – painting/drawing 
[   ]  16 and under – painting/drawing 
[   ]   All ages - Dalek model  
 
Please bring your entries and completed slip along to 
Wilstone Village Hall between 9.00am and 10.30am on 
the morning of the Fete. 

Planet Wilstone 
Episode III: The Final Battle! 
 

CRASHED spaceships, sightings of strange beings, unusual 

activities – is this the end of life as we know it, or just another 

day on Planet Wilstone? The final showdown is rapidly ap-

proaching.  Queen Jane’s minions are even now finalising 

their preparations. Everything will be organised down to the 

last little detail.  Planet Wilstone will be ready for anything 

come the 9th June - apart from the weather, of course, the final 

challenge. 

The cunning plan is to ensure that everyone, from the very, 

very young to the more mature amongst us, will be guaranteed 

so much fun and laughter that the Dark Lord would simply 

fade away to nothing.  But rumour abounded that the Dark 

Lord had found dangerous allies drawn here from the depths 

of time to help him create terror and despondency amongst the 

populace.  Would they be able to succeed? “Never!” thought 

Queen Jane. “I have utmost confidence that my people are 

able to celebrate with fun and frolics over many, many an 

hour. I will summon them in from across my lands and beyond 

my borders.  Together we will be victorious.”   

 

On June 9th 2013, Planet Wilstone needs you! 
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 Convoy for heroes                                                                                                    by Martin Winship 

IT all started when Maggy decided to buy a wood. As usual I 

wasn’t paying full attention, mumbled “Yes, Dear,” and the 

next thing I became aware of was jointly owning several 

thousand trees. Fair enough, except that access to said trees 

was a tad rustic, so she said we needed a Landrover. “Yes 

Dear” and there it was, a great hulking long wheelbase De-

fender with a flashing light on the roof (for some reason) and 

a tow-hook. So we had to have a caravan. I’d given up re-

sponding by now but to no avail; a shiny white 4-berth was 

duly purchased. Well, I was fairly 

certain that by now she’d “had her 

fad out” as they say in God’s Own 

County (that’s Yorkshire to you 

soft southerners) but I was mis-

taken. 

 

“Let’s go on the Convoy For He-

roes this Easter. We can stay in the 

caravan on a farm.” Obviously my 

hearing was badly at fault. It 

turned out my hearing is 20-20 (or 

is that eyesight?) and Good Friday 

found us parking at Whatoff 

Lodge near the steam railway sta-

tion at Quorn (as in veggie-mince) 

in Leicestershire. It is a working 

farm, with a working farmer and 

working farmer’s wife, who made 

us very welcome despite being 

very busy. I watched, mystified, as 

the farmer presented the ewes with 

puppies. Maggy said they were 

lambs, and she generally knows 

about stuff like this. There must 

have been something in their mothers’ milk because they 

started to bounce about like popping corn. Maggy said that 

was normal too. 

 

Next morning we woke up in a blizzard with a frozen water 

barrel, so we had to skip across the farmyard to the rather 

chilly shower block for our jolly ablutions. We visited 

Leicester and its cathedral (poor Richard III; let him lie in 

York Minster!) then had an excellent lunch in the Quorndon 

Fox. The first illuminated convoy rattled round the old air-

field next to Prestwold Hall in the evening. Scores of Lan-

drovers, resplendent in spotlights, flood lights, disco lights 

and laser-beams drove slowly and majestically along the 

runways. Our fairy lights drew an occasional derisory titter. 

 

I woke up on Easter Day to find my cream eggs were frozen 

solid once more. The only other couple of intrepid campers 

were leaving that morning, and we had to rescue them by 

towing their caravan out of the icy, slippery field. Then over 

to Prestwold again for the main 

event. This time hundreds of Lan-

drovers of every type and style 

were assembled in the starting 

area. Old Series Landies, Defend-

ers like ours, Range Rovers, Dis-

coveries, Freelanders, Evoques, 

even rare Forward-Control ver-

sions (oh dear, I’ve turned into an 

anorak!) All decorated with flags 

and bunting and stickers (some not 

really suitable for those of a nerv-

ous disposition.) “Start Your En-

gines!” came over the loudspeakers 

- it was like the Dam Busters get-

ting ready for take off. Then away 

we went, column by column, miles 

of Landrovers with lights blazing 

and flashing and horns blaring. It’s 

a good job there weren’t any 

neighbours. 

 

There were events organised for the evening 

too - children’s (and adult’s) Easter Egg hunt, 

a party in the marquee, and a charity auction - 

because the whole point was to raise money for Help for He-

roes, a very worthy cause. (Final results are not available yet, 

but hundreds of pounds were raised.) 

 

Monday morning, after chipping the bulk of the ice and frost 

off Maggy, we broke camp and headed for home, feeling a 

bit pooped, somewhat chilled, and just a little bit heroic! 

Next year? We’ll see… 

  

Our landrover on the move!  

Picture: Martin Winship 



 

Village News 

Page 8  May 2013  

 Holey wars                                                by Andy Ashwell 

WE have just returned from a glorious week’s walking in the 

Lake District. Although there was plenty of snow on the hills 

it only rained once and that was during the night. There was 

just one sad point during an otherwise excellent holiday – if 

you ignore the time that Florence fell off her bike and hurt 

her knee quite badly – and that occurred while we were out 

walking up the steepest part of Wansfell Pike. 

 

We had just negotiated one of the 

many snowdrifts and I had somehow 

managed to get a stone in my shoe so 

I sat down on a rock to remove it. 

Almost immediately there was a 

shriek from Anna and I watched in 

horror as she came sliding down the 

hill towards me with her arms wav-

ing manically. “Are you alright?” I 

asked, concerned. She stood glaring 

down at my foot, her eyes bulging in 

horror. “You’ve got a hole in your 

sock,” she hissed. “You’ve got hun-

dreds of decent socks at home. Why on earth are you wearing 

socks with holes in them?” I looked up at her and then down 

at the offending hole. I wiggled my toe. That didn’t help! I 

didn’t know what to say; so I said nothing, which, from my 

experience, is usually the best thing to do. 

     

She was right, of course: I do have umpteen decent pairs of 

socks. But I also have umpteen decent unpaired socks as 

well. This is because I put any unpaired socks that I find to 

one side in my sock-drawer. Then, when a solo sock turns up 

it is a simple matter of pairing it up with its matching-mate 

from the drawer. Although this sounds good in theory, in 

practice it fails rather spectacularly. At present I have no less 

than twelve lone socks waiting to be reunited with their sole-

mates. I have my suspicions that they will never become 

pairs again because Anna has probably thrown their other 

(holey) halves away. She doesn’t seem to appreciate that a 

hole in the big-toe of a sock is only a problem-hole when the 

sock is on the wrong foot. Change foot and, hey presto, the 

big-toe hole disappears to be replaced by a barely noticeable 

blemish near the little toe. 

 

Anyway, it was because of the poor state of my sock-

collection that at Christmas Florence gave me some new 

socks. Socks are the sort of present that you give to your eld-

erly uncle or your doddery, old grandfather but surely not to 

your young and dynamic dad. 

 

To give Florence her due, though, 

they weren’t just any old socks: they 

were a pack of special, non-matching 

socks. According to the blurb on the 

box, they would stop me ever having 

to worry about losing a sock again. 

What a great idea. This meant, or so I 

thought, that my twelve single socks 

would now instantly become un-

matching pairs of socks – result! But 

apparently not! Although my new 

non-matching socks were deliberately 

non-matching, they weren’t that non-matching and were 

therefore only allowed to be paired-up with socks of their 

own kind. A sort of sock-ial cleansing, I suppose.   

 

Unfortunately, on our return home my sock-drawer was sub-

jected to very close scrutiny. As a result it is now devoid of 

three perfectly serviceable (if you put them on the correct 

feet, that is) pairs and twelve single, unmatchable socks. I 

did, however, manage to convince Anna, with Florence’s 

support, to save the best single-sock so that it could be turned 

into a sock puppet. I tried to argue the case for the other 17 

but Anna’s scissors and some hot cooking oil soon put paid 

to that idea. 

 

So the next time that I discover a hole in my sock I’m going 

to make sure that I never wear it on the wrong foot, and espe-

cially not in front of the wife. 

 

One of the odd socks! 

***** Community Shop Update ***** 
 

Opening hours 
 

Monday – Saturday:  7.30am – 1pm 
Sunday:        9am – midday 
 
May Day Bank Holiday & May Spring Bank Holiday 
please see notices in the shop or go to our website 
www.wilstonevillageshop.org.uk for opening times. 

 
Don’t forget we have a range of over 450 products, in-
cluding newspapers, bread and milk plus many  
locally sourced items. 

 

Wilstone Village Hall Management Committee 

hereby give public notice of 

Annual General Meeting 

to be held on Monday 13 May 2013 at 8.00 pm 

at 

St Cross Church, Wilstone 

 

All are invited and new members are welcome 

AGENDA 

1. Minutes of the 2012 AGM 

2. Chairman’s Report 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

4. Election of Committee Members 

5. Signing of declaration 

6. Resolution to pay the rent (£1) to Tring Rural      

Parish Council 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

 
 

Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

The state of the roads 
COUNCILLORS have expended much time and energy 

of late reporting and re-reporting the many holes in the 

roads which we have all come to know so well, and this 

meeting was no exception. Quite a few holes had been 

filled, but Cllr Nick Murrell had seen some of the work 

being done and was "appalled" at the standard of work-

manship. Quick repairs did not last long and were a 

waste of money. "We are paying for this", he said. 

Councillors agreed that this was now a major issue and 

will demand that the area manager visits the parish to 

see the inadequate repairs for himself and agree a pro-

gramme of proper repairs. 
 

Winter weather 
Another consequence of the dreadful weather was that 

the village litter pick had to be cancelled because of the 

violent storm that day. By chance though, the Dacorum 

'Green and Clean' team have been through the villages 

recently and done a pretty good job picking up litter 

from the verges, so all's well that ends well. The litter 

pick can be rescheduled later in the year. Of course the 

grass has been late growing too, so taxpayers' money 

can be saved by postponing the first cut of the verges. 

This saving is made possible because the Parish Coun-

cil now has devolved control of grass cutting. In previ-

ous years, Hertfordshire County Council would have 

cut the grass as per their schedule, whether it needed 

cutting or not. 
 

No need to be pedantic about paths 
A discussion about the conditions underfoot on Foot-

path 14, where it crosses ploughed arable land, con-

cluded that there was no need to be pedantic about the 

traditional route of public footpaths if everyone would 

be better served by a minor deviation. Many local foot-

paths cross arable land. When this is ploughed and 

sown, the farmer is required to re-mark the route across 

the field, and apparently this is often done by spraying 

the route so that the crop doesn't grow on the path. This 

discharges the landowner's obligations, and the path is 

clear for all to see, but the result is a muddy quagmire 
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Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825 674 

One vacancy. 
 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 
 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 
 

Parish Council Website: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 
 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

that no one would want to walk through. Councillors felt 

that a more pragmatic approach could be taken in such 

cases. If a diversion around the edge of the field was ac-

ceptable to the landowner, then walkers (and dogs) would 

get a better path to walk on, and peace would prevail. In 

this instance, the Council would first consult the land-

owner. 
 

Changing rooms  
Dawn Slade, Clerk to the Council, had been to see a fund-

ing and grants expert at Community Action Dacorum, an 

organisation which gives advice on community projects 

and how to get hold of the money for them. The meeting 

had shown the way to making progress on plans to im-

prove the changing rooms at Long Marston recreation 

ground. The best chance of securing funding was for the 

Long Marston Football Club to make the application, as 

they were the beneficiary of the proposed improvements. 

It would not be appropriate for the Parish Council to seek 

funding for a project that would only benefit one club; 

Council investments had to demonstrate direct benefits to 

the wider community. But LMFC could not make a good 

case because they did not own the ground. So the Parish 

Council will assist in this by getting legal advice about 

giving the football club some security of tenure, for five 

years for example, so that grant applications might suc-

ceed. Money is available apparently, it's just a case of 

finding out how to get hold of it. 

Tring Chamber Music summer season 

ALDBURY Church will be the venue for the first two con-

certs of the Tring Chamber Music Summer Season, now in 

our 10th Anniversary year.  

 

In our first concert we feature star flautist Katherine Baker in 

a programme of music for flute and strings with more than a 

little magic from Mozart’s flute as well as music of a sensu-

ous flavour from South America and France. Our June con-

cert celebrates Mozart’s love of the viola in two of his string 

quintet masterpieces. Then in July, an evening of Russian 

passion, power and pathos. 

 

The Church of St John the Baptist, Aldbury 

Saturday 25th May 7.30pm.  "Mozart: Flute Magic" 

 

The Church of St John the Baptist, Aldbury 

Sunday 23rd June 7.30pm. "Mozart, Britten and Ireland" 

 

The Grass Roots Court Theatre @ Pendley Tring 

Friday 12th July 7.30pm. "Russia: the anguish, the ecstasy" 

 

All Saints Church, Long Marston 

Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd September 7.30pm 

"Music by Candlelight" 

 

For more details please either visit 

www.tringchambermusic.co.uk or mail  

jehorder@aol.com  or telephone 01442 822732 

Helping your business grow     
                                                                        by Jon Reeves             

MORE and more business owners are looking at ways to de-

velop their businesses, and as a result many are attending 

business networking meetings. 

 

Initially, you may think that they are attending for the sole 

reason of acquiring new customers, but this is not the case.  

Many attend looking for services that their business may re-

quire such as web design, I.T. and accountancy. Some even 

leave their spare bedroom offices to meet up with like minded 

business people for a chat. 

 

The Queen’s Head Long Marston runs a meeting “QH Net-

working” on the last Tuesday of the month from 10am 

through to 12 noon. You are welcome to arrive and leave as 

you wish.  All you need to do is bring a pocket full of busi-

ness cards and £3 for your tea, coffee and biscuits. 

 

If you’re worried that you are going to have to stand up in 

front of a room full of people and talk about your business, 

then there is no need. This is a friendly relaxed group with an 

average 20 to 25 attending each month. Future meetings are: 

Tuesday 30th April 2013 

Tuesday 28th May 2013 

Tuesday 25th June 2013 

 

If you require any further information call The Queen’s Head 

01296 668368. 
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 

working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order  or discuss your menu 
 

tel: 01296 630279/720459 

seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating” 

 

SCIENCE TUTOR 
I am a fully qualified Science teacher with a vast 

experience in teaching and tutoring. 
 

I will have places from May onwards for tuition in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE and Biology 

A level. Plenty of resources including past paper 

practise is given in each session. Lessons can be 

individual or in groups so to suit all needs. 
 

Dr Karina Patel, Long Marston. 

Mob number 07922247658 

No 74 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

You should be able to make a good start with the left hand 
boxes and then.. 
                                                      
                                                             solution on page 16 

Village News: Holiday Relief needed for our 
Distribution Manager  

 

We still need a volunteer to be a holiday relief once or twice 
a year when the distribution manager is away. The job is to 
bundle up copies of Village News and get them to our dis-
tributors. This does not take long, but a car is necessary.  

 
Please call Phil Buchi, 01296 661339, if you can assist.  

It would help the team a great deal. 

Elections on 2nd May 
 

THE list of candidates for the Hertfordshire County 

Council elections on Thursday 2nd May has been pub-

lished by the Returning Officer. There are four candi-

dates for the Tring seat on the County Council (which 

includes these villages). They are: 

 

Fiona Guest (Conservative) 

Nick Hollinghurst (Liberal Democrat) 

Colin Phillips (Labour) 

Michael Siveyer (UKIP). 

 

The seat is currently held by Nick Hollinghurst. Polling 

stations will be open from 7am to 10pm. 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Letters... 

Call Genie on 07931 307912 

gardengenie1@gmail.com 

From Steve Frow, Astrope 
 
LAST year I wrote a letter to the Village News. It was the 

first time I had ever written to any publication about any-

thing and you were kind enough to publish it! As this gave 

me an instant 100% success rate, I vowed never to write 

again, for fear of tumbling down the rankings! 

 

Now, though, I need some help. Is there anyone out there 

who can advise me on the best type of ground-cover plant-

ing that will quickly obscure a low, brick retaining wall 

around a patio? This wall is quite simply an abomination. It 

has been built over a long period of time, with different col-

oured mortar for each building session, frost attack on most 

of its length and loose cappings that are too dangerous to 

step on. It is still unfinished. To call it 'level' is an insult to 

bricklayers. To call it 'amateur' is an insult to bodgers every-

where. 

 

And the name of the bumbling DIY twit who built this aw-

ful edifice? Well, it was me! This wall (and I use the term in 

its vaguely dictionary sense) is a triumph of optimism over 

talent and needs to be fixed. Here's the rub .... I can't bear to 

break up what little remains of my lovingly crafted pile of 

rubbish. In true obstinate and delusional style, I'm going to 

finish the job. But only if someone out there can tell me 

what foliage will quickly cover it up and protect us all from 

the horrors that lie underneath. I'm looking for a 'Hanging 

Gardens of Babylon' type plant that will be dense enough 

throughout the year to hide the monstrosity and perhaps 

give a bit of colour as well, to satisfy the requirements of 

the lady of the house. 

 

If there is someone out there with a knowledge of such 

things and who has even an ounce of compassion for a fel-

low man in deep trouble, then I would be grateful to read in 

the next Village News of any solutions for my self-inflicted 

misery. Better still you could e-mail me at steve-

frow@gmail.com 

 

From Jules Tottman, Long Marston 
 

A FEW months ago my beautiful grey cat "Sky" disap-

peared. My three year old son and I did the usual putting up 

posters, knocking on neighbour’s doors hoping and praying 

that she would turn up. 

We couldn't believe it when three days later she emerged 

from one of our wardrobes in a very feeble and terrified 

state. We just couldn't work out what had happened! We 

thought that maybe she had been very ill and just gone in 

there to die but then somehow started to recover. 

Sometime later we took her back to the vet for a check up 

because although she seemed better, she just was not her 

usual self. The vet took a good look at her and informed us 

that she had been shot by an air rifle and that the pellet was 

still in her. 

Sadly, shortly after that she started to go blind and the vet 

said there was nothing he could do and a few weeks later 

Sky died, leaving myself and my young son heartbroken. 

We are telling this story as a warning to other cat owners 

that one of our neighbours is obviously not a cat lover and 

we just wanted to voice the fact that we are totally horrified 

that this could happen in Long Marston. 

If by chance you are reading this and you are the person that 

decided to take an air rifle to our beloved family pet please 

consider the consequences of your actions and the upset, 

pain and sadness that you have caused our family.  

 From Fred Fox 
 
TO throw more fuel on to the fire, my concern is not with dog 

owners per se. Dog fowling is not acceptable in this day and 

age and I am sure most owners are responsible for their ani-

mals, but in my opinion the worst offenders are the humans 

themselves. Being a regular walker in the area, I find crisp 

packets, sweet rappers and incessant cans of drink regularly 

strewn on footpaths and sometimes within sight of a bin! Per-

haps people's anger can be vented on people who persist in 

defacing the countryside instead of obeying the country code 

and taking their litter home. 
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'Alien craft' crash picture revealed as hoax 
  Village magazine "hoodwinked" by Planet Wilstone publicity stunt 

A PICTURE of an alien spacecraft crashed in Tring Road, 

Wilstone, has been revealed as an elaborate hoax. The pic-

ture was published on the front page of the April edition of 

Village News - normally a respectable village magazine - 

after editors were completely taken in. "We was hood-

winked", said a spokesman for the editorial team. "We 

printed the picture in all good faith. It looked genuine 

enough, but it turns out to be a cheap publicity stunt for the 

'Planet Wilstone' village fete on 9th June. It's quite outra-

geous and we can only apologise." 

The alert was raised after a reader pointed out that the 

booster rockets fitted to the spaceship were not in fact of the 

correct type, and the craft could not possibly have attained 

Warp speed with them. Investigations then focused on the 

New Road area after reports were received of an unusually 

high level of Photoshop activity in the vicinity.  

It is believed that several local people have been questioned 

in connection with the hoax; possibly Jane Shirley, Stephen 

Warner and Peter Walker. None of them were available for 

comment  

The media arrive to report on strange happenings in Wilstone 

 

SPOTTED over the playing fields the first of many reporters arriving in order to get 

as much information as possible about the alien spacecraft. Once the national press 

were alerted to the story, the race was on to see who would be the first to get an ex-

clusive. 

 

Balloon flight proved to be the quickest way out of London to avoid the traffic jams. 

 

They soon realised that it was all just a lot of hot air! 
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Alien landed in the moon 
 

SINCE our report last month about the spacecraft that 

crashlanded in Wilstone but was devoid of any life 

form, we have been keeping a lookout for aliens that 

might be lying low in the area. 

Our eagle-eyed paparazzi spotted this suspicious look-

ing character upstairs in the Half Moon pub.   

Even royalty reports on the 
alien invasion 
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Restaurant review: 

The Queens Head    by Cyril Morley 

THE Queen’s Head in Long Marston has recently gone 

through a revamp externally. As well as a freshly 

painted front, the pub sign has been updated to represent 

the Queen consort that was on the throne when the pub 

was built. After some research, this was found out to be 

Elizabeth of York, sister to the princes in the tower and 

the wife of King Henry VII, the first of the Tudor kings. 

She herself had a right to succeed her uncle, Richard III, 

but after the Battle of Bosworth Field, Henry claimed 

the throne for himself and married her in 1486 after he 

had been crowned. 

 

In line with this, the pub has launched their new burger 

line using Henry’s second son and heir, Henry VIII and 

his six wives as a theme. The choice of meat is either an 

Aberdeen Angus burger, a fresh chicken burger or a 

spicy bean burger for vegetarians. Whilst Henry’s ver-

sion has both beef and chicken, each of his wives comes 

with a variety of fillings from salsa and jalapeno to stil-

ton and mushroom.  

 

On my visit, I tried the Catherine Howard, with the An-

gus burger served with Cheddar and caramelised onion 

chutney, priced at £8.95, washed down with a tasty pint 

of beer. Each burger comes with a bowl of handcut 

chips and is freshly cooked. They use a good quality 

cheese and I really enjoyed the chutney, although would 

have preferred to have had it served on the side rather 

than in the burger.  

 

Overall, I enjoyed my meal followed by a lovely fresh-

made cup of coffee. On enquiring, I found this new 

menu is going well and look forward to my next visit to 

try a different Queen burger. 

Herts County Show 
 

THE Hertfordshire County Show is this year on Satur-

day 25th and Sunday 26th May at The Showground, 

Redbourn, from 8.30am on each day. This is a full-

blown county show with many entertainments included 

in the ticket price as well as the livestock attractions. A 

display by The Devil's Horsemen (Saturday only) looks 

like a winner, and the Herts Farmers' Forklift Truck 

Formation Team must surely be worth watching too. 

Also listed are show jumping, horticulture, an all-

human circus, children's entertainments, food hall, 

crafts, and of course lots of farm animals.  There is a 

discount for advance purchase tickets, which are avail-

able at www.hertsshow.com or call 0844 850 2122. 

News from All Saints   by Carole Harrison 
 

WE would like to thank Lee Dimond for organising the 

Charity Football Match which benefited various organi-

sations in Long Marston. Despite the wet weather it was 

a very successful village event, which many people en-

joyed. 

 

Aldbury May Fair 6th May. Plans for our Hoopla and 

Nail game are progressing and we hope you will be able 

to support us either by helping on the day or by donat-

ing gifts for the Hoopla. 

 

Social afternoon 28th May. Do join us for a cup of tea 

and a chat. 

Sudoku No 74 solution  
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An early morning walk                                          by Maggy Winship 

OVER the past few months, when most sensible 

people are still snuggled up in their warm beds, I 

have donned layers of warm clothes and taken to 

the fields for early morning dog walking duties. As 

the mornings have become lighter I have been 

privileged to watch a beautiful barn owl circling 

low over the 

frosty grass in 

search of 

breakfast – its 

wings catching 

the pink glow 

of the rising 

sun.  

I have dis-

turbed flocks of 

brown birds, 

who are almost 

invisible until they take to the air. These are field-

fares, a winter visitor to this country, and although 

look brown when seen from a distance are quite 

colourful birds with yellowy orange throats. 

On another morning I was surprised by a white 

egret, a large bird similar to a heron, arising from a 

nearby stream. A colony of these unusual birds 

have made their home at Wilstone reservoir, and 

can be seen occasionally hunting for food in the 

ditches and streams around Long Marston. The red 

kite often watches me from overhead, and the 

woodpecker provides a background drumming 

from a distant wood. As I return home for break-

fast and a warming mug of tea, I look forward to 

the lovely misty summer mornings that promise a 

fine and sunny day, and the swifts and martins pro-

viding a daily aerobatic display. 
White Egret at rest 

Fed up waiting for optical fibre broadband? 
There is another way: the wireless    by Phil Buchi 

THE long wait for BT's optical fibre programme to 

reach into this far-flung corner of Hertfordshire appears 

far from over, though I see that nearby communities of 

Wendover and Berkhamsted now have super-fast 

broadband links. (What have they got that we haven't, 

we wonder?) A local farmer, on the end of a very long 

line to the 01296 Cheddington exchange and fed up 

with super-slow line speeds, has found another way 

though. As a result he now rejoices in broadband 

speeds of 6Mb/s, easily meeting his business needs, 

school homework assignments, and with high-

definition catch-up TV into the bargain. 

 

The solution has been provided by Aylesbury company 

Village Networks Limited. It's a high-tech radio link 

from the farm to one of a number of aerials the com-

pany has installed. The company is linked into the UK's 

high-speed internet backbone, and using line-of-sight 

radio can connect individual customers, provided they 

are in range of a transmitter. A small box has to be in-

stalled at the customer's premises to send and receive 

the signal. It won't work from all locations in these vil-

lages, but it clearly works really well from at least one 

place on the north side of the parish, and Long Marston 

is included in the company's expansion programme. 

The cost is not ridiculous either. Set up costs from £185 

(+VAT), and monthly charges begin at £25 (+VAT) per 

month. Worth considering if you are fed up with failed 

downloads and delayed data. More information from 

their website www.villagenetworks.co.uk or call 0845 

686 0869. 

Bric-a-brac/books/tombola donations required 

Please help make our Fete a success with your 
donations of Bric-a-brac/books/tombola.  We shall 
not be doing any door-to-door collections this year 
so if you are having a clear out over the next few 
weeks, please donate your unwanted items to the 
Fete to be sold on our Preloved and vintage stall!  
 

Please arrange to leave any items of Bric-a-brac 
with Irene McCall (01442 825529) and any tom-
bola items can be dropped into the shop where 
there is a box ready and waiting! 
Many thanks! 

Wilstone Fete Group. 
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A four-legged production                                                                                           by Jane Shirley 

WHEN I responded to an article in the Bucks Herald titled 

‘Stage-struck donkey sought by opera company’, I had no 

idea what I was letting myself in for. Ellen Kent’s touring 

production of Bizet’s Carmen needed a donkey for perform-

ances at Wycombe’s Swan Theatre and Aylesbury’s Water-

side Theatre. I emailed Pog’s CV to Sadie, the opera com-

pany’s donkey co-ordinator, and the part was his! 

 

Ellen Kent likes to feature a donkey in the opera as a tribute 

to her mother (who ran a Spanish animal sanctuary and cared 

for many rescued donkeys) and to raise money for charity 

after the performance. The Brooke, a long established charity 

dedicated to improving the welfare 

of working donkeys, horses and 

mules around the world, was the 

charity I chose to benefit from our 

post-performance collections. 

 

In preparation for his operatic de-

but at High Wycombe, I had been 

playing Pog a Carmen CD at full 

volume so I knew that the music 

would hold no fears for him! The 

plan was that my two helpers that 

evening, Blaine and Mr Stephen 

Warner, were merely to accom-

pany Pog and I safely into the 

theatre, before enjoying a relaxing 

drink, and using my two compli-

mentary tickets to enjoy the per-

formance. Things did not run to 

plan. Pog was reluctant to enter the 

theatre at all and dug his toes in 

outside the stage door. I was beet-

root faced and flustered by the 

time we had finally coaxed him in, 

late for our rehearsal.  

  

During our rehearsal it was decided that Blaine should join 

Pog and I on stage for the performance. We were positioned 

at the front of the stage outside the doors of a cigarette fac-

tory between a potted palm tree and two lady ‘fruit sellers’ to 

our left. Peering down into the orchestra pit below the stage, 

Pog was surprised to see the musicians, staring back up at 

him with something close to panic in their eyes! As the re-

hearsal got underway, Pog deposited a big sloppy poo centre- 

stage. Stephen, making his only appearance on the stage, 

rushed on from the wings with bucket, cloths and disinfectant 

and sank to his knees amongst the marching boots of the 

musket-wielding soldiers who were already belting out the 

first song. ‘Just ignore them and get on with it!’ Elena in-

structed Stephen as he scrubbed furiously at her feet.  

 

Waiting nervously in the wings in our Spanish peasant cos-

tumes, we were quite short of space, and always in the way. 

Every singer coming through the small door beside us en 

route to the stage, had to push past Pog’s furry bottom. Luck-

ily, Moldovan opera stars don’t have a problem with that. 

Blaine had been given a basket of artificial flowers to ‘sell’ 

to the cast during our scene. ‘Just go on and ACT!’ Elena 

briskly ordered Blaine, who had come to watch the opera, not 

perform in it. Adding to our tension was the increasing hub-

bub from the auditorium as the capacity audience took their 

seats.  

 

We were to go on at the beginning, just after the dishevelled 

and tragic looking Don José rises from his knees on the dark-

ened stage and stumbles off into the wings. The lights go up, 

the melody changes, and Act 1 begins with townspeople, 

soldiers, traders and one bemused donkey entering the mar-

ket square. Pog, momentarily unsettled by the whooshing of 

the curtain opening mechanism and 

the tormented Don José  lurching 

through the curtains, nevertheless, 

walked onto the stage willingly 

enough when our cue came. 

   

As Blaine sold her flowers, and the 

singing began, I concentrated on dis-

tracting Pog with my secret supply of 

mints. The ‘fruit and veg’ ladies  

kneeling to my left, kept beaming up 

at me and saying words I couldn’t 

understand, while pointing artificial 

apples and carrots at Pog, who wasn’t 

fooled. If ever you find yourself unex-

pectedly pretending to be a Spanish 

peasant in a French opera performed 

by Moldovans in England (it happens 

-ask Blaine), my advice is this: smile 

constantly, gesticulate vigorously, and 

occasionally mouth some nonsense (in 

any language you like) to whichever 

cast member has wandered over to 

you.  

 

Our second performance was the following Friday at The 

Grove Theatre, Dunstable. Sadie had contacted me to ask if 

Pog could fit this extra date into his busy schedule, and, as 

his agent, I had agreed!   At the end of the evening, we bid a 

sad farewell to our Moldovan friends as they boarded their 

coaches and disappeared into the night. 

    

Twenty days later we said hello to them again when we 

trekked to New Wimbledon Theatre for appearance number 

four! Sadie had persuaded me as there were, unsurprisingly, 

few suitable donkeys in that part of London. A week before 

his appearance there, The Wimbledon Guardian ran an article 

about Pog, so he had achieved celebrity status locally. Sev-

eral people took photos of him outside the theatre and then, 

after another successful performance, a small crowd were 

waiting for him outside the stage door! 

 

Our collection for the The Brooke totalled an impressive 

£758. I am extremely grateful to Stephen, Richard, Blaine 

and Marjory for all their help, and I am especially grateful to 

Pog himself, for not letting me down! 

Pog, Blaine and me. 



 

Village News 

May 2013  Page 19  

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884-058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 
Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry  

experience. 
Home consultation and competitive rates. 

 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  
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Local  
General Builder  

 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

 Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

Page 20  

HEATHER Daven-

port completed her 

100ft abseil down the 

Dixons building in 

Hemel Hempstead in 

freezing conditions (-

2°C and snowing) and 

raised the sum of over 

£620 for the Hospice 

of St. Francis in Berk-

hamsted. Thank you 

to all who supported 

this venture including 

local residents, mem-

bers of the MG car    

club, the Pitstone 

bowls club, the Cheddington bridge club and 

Mentmore golf club. 

 

One hundred volunteers raised over £20,000 

between them for this worthy local cause. 

Heather’s abseil    by Colin Davenport 

Almost at the bottom! 

Long Marston cricket club  
                                          by Paul Dumpleton 

THE particularly cold March weather has taken its toll on 

the start date for our season at Marlins. Work on the 

ground in preparation is well behind schedule and as a 

result the first two weeks of home friendly fixtures have 

been cancelled. 

 

Hopefully play will now get under way on Saturday and 

Sunday the 27th and 28th April with a short run in to the 

start of the Cherwell League season in early May. 

 

There are a couple of exciting new additions to our play-

ing strength this season as we look to bounce back from 

relegation. 

 

A little of that spring and early summer warmth and we 

will be under way. All representative games at Marlins 

are listed in the Village Diary section of this magazine. 

 

All are always welcome at Marlins. Why not come and 

join us for some relaxing cricket during the season. Social 

memberships always available. New players especially 

welcome. 
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LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

Are you interested in learning to drive?   

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your  

driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours  

then just £23 per hour! 
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition,  

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 

If you are interested please visit my website 

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 
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 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead 

Paul Brown re-upholstery 
 

Specialists in modern, antique & deep buttoning. 
Loose covers & curtains. 

French polishing. 
All types of repairs. 

Wide choice of fabrics. 
Remnants & DIY supplies. 

Est. over 30 years. 
 

01296 631510 
 

got_it_covered@hotmail.com 
2 New Road, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5JD. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

 

Spring action at last 
 

SPRING has sprung! I've seen my first house martin. 

The lawn has been mown. The lambs are lying in the 

sun. All's well with the world. My bad writing is due to 

my fingers being crossed.  (Sorted. Ed.) The lambing 

barn is quite quiet, just a few where some lambs needed 

some extra milk. The Caesarean ewe with her two su-

perb lambs (see April edition) are in the paddock be-

hind the farm shop. I did find the lambing a bit tiring, 

but then I met Tom Leach. They started earlier and 

caught more of the bad weather. Someone else men-

tioned Mr Pratt from Ivinghoe Aston way; they lamb 

about 5,000 ewes - mainly outside - so I'm keeping 

quiet. 

 

Chris has been busy spreading fertiliser on the winter 

wheat. This contains mainly nitrates, a feed to boost 

growth, encourage tillering* and therefore a higher 

yield at harvest. It has certainly got to the plants. They 

have changed to a lovely dark green, and our expert - 

the spray salesman - says there is no Blackgrass. The 

oilseed rape has really suffered this last winter, mainly 

from pigeon damage. One field has had to be written 

off, re-cultivated, and drilled with spring oilseed rape.  

 

The grass only started to grow in the first week of 

April. I gather Mr Murrell's cows have been out to have 

a taste and if we don't get too many frosts they will stay 

out. I believe we are going to see a few more Fresian 

cows on Gregory's Farm, Wilstone. At the time of writ-

ing fences and ditches have been worked on. But we 

will have to see a bit more grass before anything hap-

pens. 

 

 

 

 

I've been very busy with my log deliveries, but now the 

gardeners have come out of hibernation so my loads 

have changed to mushroom compost etc. The trouble is, 

I get a bit depressed when I come home to my patch. 

How do they do it? I pulled up a few weeds but it looks 

just the same - unloved. 

 

This is not an advertisement, but Lardy Cakes have ap-

peared in the farm shop. Well, someone had to test the 

quality. Years ago a shop in Tring used to sell them. 

One a week was barely enough. If there is any profit in 

the bread department it is going to be sorely tested. 

 

My dog Minty is a sad little dog. She is a great com-

panion on my journeys. At the time of writing we are 

waiting for lab reports, so it’s finger crossing time. The 

two of us, on our journeys, have commented on the 

quality of Long Marston cricket ground. It's a mystery 

to me, but I never see anybody doing anything out 

there. There must be some mystic groundsmen who 

work at night to get it so perfect. Now come on you 

players, wave the willow and strike the leather. The ball 

will race to the boundary. 

 

P.S. Don't forget May 6th. It's the day when we gather 

for rook shooting. This date is considered the best day. 

The young rooks sit on the edge of the nest before all 

the leaves are out hiding them from view. Meet at Gub-

blecote. Recipe for rook pie supplied. P.P.S. No, not 

really. DM. 

 

*Tiller: shoot of plant springing from bottom of origi-

nal stalk. (OED.) 
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

07914 355180 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 

CLUB 
Victory Hall, Long Marston. 

Long established friendly club, 

catering for all 

dogs. Any age - puppy through to  

pensioner. 
 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.    

Qualified instructors. 

01296 668752  or 01908 502272 
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established; family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting; with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 
 

 
Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 

 
Delivered to your door at low prices 

 

          Contact Us on:- 01296 661258 

 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

Call John Byrom  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 
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GARDEN PARTY OF THE YEAR ! 
 

A beautiful sunny afternoon in a lovely English Country Garden was the perfect setting for the 
GARDEN PARTY in aid of The Friends of Puttenham Church – held in the garden of Manor Farm 
House.  We owe our sincere thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Josling for allowing us the use of their beautiful 
garden.  With The Jolly Jazzers providing musical entertainment, a table loaded with scones, jam, 
cream and strawberries, the children (and indeed many families) busy with garden games, the 
cake, bric-a-brac, and books stalls doing a brisk trade, a raffle and a wonderful garden-party cake 
to guess the weight of.  Incidently, this was won by Alan Fordam who was taking it to the chil-
dren’s Cuffley camp the following day (the cake weighed 5llb 9oz).   Amongst our photos of the 
afternoon, David Kelland is busy instructing our young lady helpers (who created the cream tea) 
in the rules of croquet, our entrance gate gazebo with Mr.John Josling resplendent in his striped 
blazer, helping Rosemary with tickets for the tea, and Eunice who had stopped by for a chat 
(Now, why was Eunice wearing a sash ?? “answers on a postcard, please!”) and, of course The 
Jolly Jazzers on the garden-room terrace making sure we kept our feet tapping all afternoon. 
 
The Garden Party raised £660 for “The Friends”.  A sincere THANK YOU to everyone involved in 
organising the event and making it all happen.   

REPORT on the JUMBLE SALE in aid of The Friends of Puttenham 

Church.  With a little more money still due in, it looks as if the sale will have produced approxi-
mately £830 towards “The Friends”.  A very grateful “THANK YOU” to everyone who sorted dur-
ing the week prior, helped on The Day, and cleared afterwards, not forgetting our Ladies in the 
kitchen who had baked, and served teas throughout the afternoon. With the exception of a rela-
tively small amount of “scrap”, the left-over items were passed to charity, including the orphan-
ages for the children in Burma.  We are particularly interested in this charity as we get a direct 
report of the children. 
 
Thank you, all for your continued support of “The Friends”.  We are progressing well with the  
Cecilia Hall kitchen upgrade. 

GARDEN COMPOST  If you would like some garden compost, we have a supply 

in the churchyard by the track just past Cecilia Hall.  You will need to bring a bag and a spade, 
but please feel free to help yourself.  

Holiday relief for Village News deliveries 

THE Village News team is still looking for a vol-

unteer to act as holiday relief for the Distribution 

Manager, Rob Briant. Rob took on the job of Dis-

tribution Manager from Carole Harrison earlier 

this year. He receives the copies from the printer, 

and gets them out to the distributors around our 

villages each month. This is great, but no one per-

son can be available for every edition of Village 

News, so the team would like to recruit a holiday 

relief who could step in a couple of times a year 

when Rob is not available. This job does not take 

long, but a car is necessary. If you can help, Phil 

Buchi (01296 661339) would be pleased to hear 

from you. 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hobs and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Logs 
Mixed seasoned logs for sale 

 
Toyota pick-up size load 

 
Full load £80      Half load £45 

 
 

Phone Richard on 07831 120879 
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Painting  Plumbing  
Tiling      Plastering 

Locksmith Services 
Small jobs welcome 

Call now for a fast friendly service. 
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439  Office: 01442 380287 

bhpropertyservices.co.uk  

 Tring Parish Men’s Society                                                 by Leslie Barker         

AT its April meeting the Men’s Society met with Revd  

Andrew Cowley, recently appointed minister at High Street 

Baptist Church in Tring. The format was to interview him, 

and his answers triggered a lively debate on several topics. 

 

The first question asked was what were the main differences 

between the Church of England and Baptist churches. An-

drew explained that the differences were in leadership, gov-

ernance and membership, rather than in doctrine. 

 

Baptist leaders are ministers rather than full time priests, and 

often also have secular jobs which keep them in touch with 

the ‘real world.’  When a minister leaves a moderator, an-

other local Baptist leader, is appointed, who has two lists – 

one of churches looking for a minister, and one of ministers 

looking for a church. The moderator chairs the interviews, 

but in the case of High Street Baptist no one suitable was 

found. However two people later suggested Andrew -  who 

was the moderator. After a third call, and as his family cir-

cumstances meant it would be a right time to move, Andrew 

considered it carefully – and here he is.  

 

Andrew was actually working for CPAS, an Anglican home 

missionary society, before coming to Tring, and had also 

worked as a director of Tear Fund. He was born in Ilford, and 

through his grandfathers, both lay preachers, has some West 

Indian and Nordic blood. Before training for the ministry he 

worked in management training for Terence Conran, and 

while a minister in Bushey acted as chaplain for Watford 

Football Club. 

 

Andrew still keeps in touch with the ‘working world’ and 

when appointed to High Street Baptist visited the church 

elders at their workplaces, as well as continuing to mentor 

and give management training. 

 

When asked how the church should respond to the IT revolu-

tion, he said we should accept it wherever it was useful, and 

communicate through it if we want our message to be heard. 

Most of the discussion centred round how to reach people 

today in a visual rather than verbal culture. Long sermons are 

no longer effective, so Andrew gives shorter talks illustrated 

with an overhead projector. Older people with their life ex-

periences and wisdom can effectively change youngsters 

outlook on life by volunteering to be school mentors, and 

suggesting books to read to younger colleagues at work, par-

ticularly in higher education. 

 

The final question was: “Is there a question you would have 

liked us to ask.” Andrew’s reply was a question to us – 

would we accept a minister who was half Anglican and half 

Baptist? 

SAVE WILSTONE SHOP 

100 CLUB WINNERS 
Again, a HUGE and heartfelt thanks to all participants. 
 

The lucky winners in the APRIL draw are; 
 

     33 £100           46 £50               82 £25 
 

Next draw is 12 noon Saturday 18th May 

 

Contact Graham Thorpe g.thorpe@btinternet.com 

01442 822923 
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WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

SOLE to SOLE 
Mobile Reflexologist 

 
Suffering from Stress, IBS, PMT and too many  

more to mention? 
How about trying a reflexology session 

in the comfort of your own home? 
 

Call Debbie Roberts on 01296 668892 
or 07970799896 for more information. 
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 Allotment news        by Patricia Clare 

THE  meeting on the 25th of March was held at the Half 

Moon, of which there were six allotment holders present.  

I would like to take this opportunity to Welcome Ruth Patter-

son on behalf of us all. The things discussed were as follows; 

 

The maintenance of the paths.  

It was decided that Stan should continue to mow the main 

paths as previously, but all holders should keep the paths 

between each plot tidy themselves as stated in their Tenancy 

Agreement, thus making a small saving in costs. 

 

The Village Fete. 

This was discussed and the Wilstone Allotment Association 

are hoping to share a stall this year with the Wilstone Village 

Shop and possibly the Dacorum rural network project. We 

may also take over the Plant Stall, but this is to be confirmed 

nearer the time, if we do we will need extra plants should 

anyone have some spare at the time. Ruth our newcomer is 

going to try to get some plants from her sister who is in the 

nursery trade. Thank you Ruth in anticipation. For the chil-

dren, and of course the ‘BIG KIDS’, we hope to have some-

thing that is a lot of fun for all the family no matter what the 

age.  

Black Popular Trees. 

The matter of the pruning of the trees is still on going, but 

hopefully there will be further loping carried out soon.  

 

Footpath and Ditches. 

The subject of the state of the footpath which is still VERY 

sticky to walk on, and the clearing of the ditches, are to be 

researched into to find out who is responsible for them hop-

ing to get them reinstated, thus hoping that the Allotments 

won’t get flooded so much. 
 

Good Luck to everybody for another successful year of liv-

ing on great ‘organic’ home grown food. 

         News from the WI    by Sue Barraclough                                                              

IF you were watching the semi finals of ITV’s ‘Food Glori-

ous Food’ recently, you might have spotted some familiar 

faces as several members of Long Marston and Puttenham 

WI were invited to be among the judges.  We spent a lovely 

day at Ashridge House - in the morning drinking tea and cof-

fee and enjoying a selection of delicious cakes before mov-

ing into the dining hall where we were served with the three 

dishes which had won the semi finals – a traditional Cornish 

Pasty, a really unusual Salmon Cheesecake and finally (and 

my personal favourite) a superb  Pimms Jelly. We were  

asked to vote for our favourite and Carol Vorderman an-

nounced the winner. It was the Pimms Jelly. I am sure that it 

must have been closely contested vote as all of the food was 

really delicious. 
 

 Several of our members are looking forward to the Federa-

tion Council Meeting at Aylesbury Theatre shortly where the 

guest speaker will be Michael Portillo. Our next local meet-

ing will be at Long Marston Village Hall on Tuesday May 

14th where our members will decide whether or not to back a 

resolution calling for a campaign to tackle the decline of our 

high streets. This will be followed by a cheese and wine so-

cial evening. 
 

Our Theatre Group are off to see ‘The Mousetrap’ this month 

and have compiled a list of interesting events for the rest of 

the year including such diverse evenings as the Ballet, 

‘Seven Brides for Seven Brothers’ and ‘Priscilla Queen of 

the Desert’. 
 

The Walking Group are continuing to stride out and this 

week’s walk will be from Whipsnade up to Dunstable Downs 

– if anyone would like to join them on any of the walks they 

set off at 10.00am on alternate Tuesdays from the village 

hall. 
 

The Book Group have chosen The Shadow of the Wind by 

Carlos Ruiz Zafon as the next read – we meet every 6 weeks 

in the afternoon and if anyone would like to join us please 

contact me for details (number at foot of page). 
 

Our Lunch Group enjoyed a really fun lunch at The Grey-

hound in Wigginton last month. We enjoyed really delicious 

food and excellent company. Our next outing will be to the 

Farmer’s Boy at Kensworth as we have heard very good re-

ports of it –  I will let you know how we fared in next 

month’s report. 

 

We are always pleased to welcome new members to the 

group so if you think you might be interested why not con-

sider coming along to sample one of our meetings. There will 

be no pressure and you will find us a very friendly group. 

If you would like more information about any of our activi-

ties please ring Lynn 01296 662466 or Sue 01296 668272 

Do you want to sing for fun?                 by Jo Woodbridge 

IS there anyone out there interested in joining a Community 

Choir/singing group? I think that there is a gap in the market 

in Wilstone, Long Marston and Puttenham for a relaxed sing-

ing group. Did you know that singing is an aerobic activity 

which increases oxygenation in the blood system and exer-

cises major muscle groups without getting sweaty?  So if you 

enjoyed Gareth Malone’s Military Wives and his more recent 

TV exploits perhaps we could make a group to sing for fun 

with minimal cost. If you are interested in joining a group 

please email jomark@waitrose.com or phone 01442 891444. 

PS. Will have to find a musical director willing to do it for 

fun too! 
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  Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Steve Hunneysett                01707 354192  

PCSO Lee Clements   01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham    01296 668088   

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

Horticultural Society 
David Severs   01296 661021 

Wilstone St Cross 

Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall                   01442 851200 

Churchwarden 

Andrew Minter   01442 823605 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

Puttenham St Mary’s 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                              01442 822170 

Churchwardens 
Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 

Rev’d Jane Banister                01442 822170 

Keyholder 

Carole Harrison                        01296 668526 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson           01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                              01442 824138 

Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389 

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Abigail Livermore                     07966 154570 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Ali Driver                                 01296 662482 

Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland   01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:  

Thursday 23rd May. 

 

Editor next month will be Phil Buchi. 
 

You can read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Supported by the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society 

School Side v Pub Side in goal feast thriller    by Toby Davidson 

ON Friday the 12th of April, Long Marston had the  

first of what is hoped to be an annual football match 

between villagers. This year, using the main road as a 

dividing line, the ‘pub’ side played the ‘school’ side 

with both sides containing varying degrees of skill.  
 

After the toss, the pub side started down the slope and 

took an early lead from a penalty awarded for handball 

and converted by Paul Batchelor. An indirect free kick 

following a back pass in the pub area resulted in Jim 

McMunn hitting the bar as play continued to go from 

end to end. A second penalty for the pub side was con-

verted by man of the match, Paul Kent before striker 

Barry Miles pulled one back for the school. An excel-

lent strike from outside the box from Ian Reid then re-

established the pub’s two goal lead before half time. 
 

Coming down the slope, the school side were hopeful 

of coming back, but after a smart save from pub side  

captain, Danny Kuempfel, his side attacked resulting in 

Paul Batchelor’s second. In response, Within minutes 

Barry Miles scored his second to set up an intriguing 

last third. Pub side striker Ben Hancock had a shot 

saved by Lee Thompson and another cleared off the 

line by Pat Gavin whilst Miles was denied a hattrick at 

the other end. The school side were then awarded a 

penalty that was superbly saved by Kuempfel with his 

feet. Eventually Hancock managed to score with the 

last kick of the match for a 5-2 win. 
 

The game was ably supported by a barbeque run by our 

rector and vicar, Huw and his wife Jane with their chil-

dren making it a family affair. With plenty going on in 

the hall, the evening was well supported and made 

£1000 for five village groups.  
 

The match was the brainchild of Lee Dimond, who ob-

tained a barrel of beer through Simon Gifford of Fullers 

and got several ladies in the village to make cakes. 

With the help of Stuart Darrington (referee) and Pat 

Glavin (trophies), an enjoyable night was had by all. 

“The School Side of the Road” team. Coach Lee Dimond  “The Pub Side of the Road” team. Coach Matthew Brooks 

Easter egg hunt   by Jo Woodbridge                                                             
THE day dawned bright if somewhat chilly. All was very quiet until 

10.25am when a trickle and then a flood of hunters arrived. The morn-

ing was soon warmed up by Revd Didier Jacquet who greeted the 

searchers and promptly showered everyone with rosemary dipped in 

holy water. Then the hunt began in earnest. Around 20 children 

scoured the Church garden for paper eggs which thankfully hadn’t 

blown away in the strong breeze. Tom Pattinson won the 5yrs and un-

der category collecting 35 eggs and Freddie Hodgson found a stagger-

ing 57 eggs to win the 6 – 10yrs age category. They each took a large 

chocolate egg home. All the searchers left the hunt with a small choco-

late egg, their supporters left with full bellies of coffee and hot cross 

buns. Thank you to everyone who attended and also to those people 

behind the scenes who help make this event happen. 
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