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Unusual trades:

The hedgelayer of
Rosebarn Lane

AN impressive example of the hedgelayers’ craft is on show
for the next 15 years at the side of a well-used footpath in Wil-
stone. Rosebarn Lane (at onetime known as Rose Lane) is an
ancient track giving access to the fields to the east of the vil-
lage and is shown on the map of 1710. A paddock bordering
the lane is owned by Herts. County Council and it is they who
have created a small project to restore the overgrown hedge-
row and to fix the ditches. Paul Blissett from Wingrave is a
professional hedgelayer engaged by the County Council to do
the work, and you can now see the results for yourself.

Paul had to
carry our a
huge amount §
of clearing
work to find
the hedge in
the first
place, as
many years
of unchecked [
growth of
self-seeded
trees had
buried it in
assorted
vegetation up
to 20 feet high in places. Having wielded a chainsaw for many
days to remove the thicket, he has cut the stems almost
through and laid them together at an angle of 35 degrees, re-
enforcing the hedge with vertical stakes and binders sourced
from cop-
piced wood-
land near
Stewkley.
This method
of creating a
hedge is not
ornamental.
Itis a very
LB cffective way
@ of creating a
e stock-proof
i boundary
which will
lastup to 15
years. The
method has been practiced for hundreds of years and was de-
scribed by the Romans. Before wire fencing was available, all
of the hedges that we see today would have been made in this
fashion. There are different styles of laying for different pur-
poses and this one is ‘Midland’ style. As the hedge will now
grow thickly, it also provides an improved safe habitat for
nesting birds as it is more difficult for predators to reach the
nests. It is quite surprising how much the stems are cut

Paul Blissett at work in Rosebarn Lane.
( Picture by John Painter)

The end result

(Picture by John Painter)

through at the base so that they can be laid at an angle - but
Paul says that they will continue to grow nevertheless.

The next task is for the debris of branches to be cleared away,
after which the ditch will be re-excavated so that it can per-
form a useful function once more. (Rosebarn Lane was com-
pletely awash in the winter rains.)

An immediate improvement is that the lane is now light and
sunny, helping it to dry out naturally. To find this footpath go
to the war memorial in Wilstone. The BT phone box marks the
end of the lane and the hedge is 50 yards along. You can find
more information about hedgelaying on his website:
www..hedgelayer.freeserve.co.uk

See Rosebarn Lane in sunshine
on the back page.

The log pile.
( Picture by John Painter)

# THE picnic table
pictured is 1 of 5
new tables sup-

plied at a cost of

Parish Council
last year and sited
in the Recreation
Ground and
Copse at Wil-
stone.
Regrettably the one pictured has recently been damaged by
irresponsible persons placing lit instant barbecues on it.

Those responsible have been identified and their details
passed to the Parish Council in order they may consider re-
placing the table and recovering the cost.

Colin Reedman
Village Warden

Thinking of Learning French?

Do you have a house in France & would
like help with conversational French?

Do you need tuition for school exams?

All Levels - individual or small groups
Tailored to suit your needs

For more information contact Linda Ellis
Tel: 01296 661136

Village News
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Church services

Editor this month: Colin Davenport

Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.
Phone: 01442 890599

Editorial Team
Caroline Beevers, Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport,
Fran Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore.
Advertising Managers
Alison & Matthew White 01296 660402
villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison 01296 668526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison 01296 668526

WE are now approaching the time when all the local
villages and organisations are planning their summer (!)
events, as can be seen by the number of adverts featuring
forthcoming events in this issue, and so contributing to
the enlarged edition of Village News this month. Let us
have all the details of your events in good time so that
clashes of events can be avoided.

There is plenty more to read about in this issue as well.
We hope that you continue to enjoy reading all the arti-
cles, it is only as good as the items supplied to us so keep
sending them in and tell us what else you might like to
see included.

Now enjoy the rest of the spring and the summer to
come!

Colin Davenport

Deadline for items for our next edition
(June) is Wednesday 20th May 2009.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any
of these services.

26 April

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and Sunday
Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

3 May

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

10 May
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer
17 May

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

18 May (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship
24 May

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer
6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

31 May Whit Sunday

10.00am St Peter & St Paul, Tring
Team Service

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

All Saints, Long Marston.

Village News
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SPRING INTO SUMMER WITH THE MARSWORTH
FLOWER FESTIVAL PLANT SALE

Come along to Gill and John White’s amazing plant sale at
Horseshoe Cottage, Church Lane, Marsworth, on Saturday
23" May. Entry is free and you’re sure to find something to
add a touch of colour to your garden whilst supporting the
Marsworth Flower Festival. Open from 10.30am — 2pm, you
will be able to buy great value perennials, annuals and tomato
plants plus geraniums and fuchsias for summer colour. Teas
and home-made cakes will also be offer as will a raffle: all
proceeds will go towards the All Saints Church Flower Festi-
val fund.

Another date for the diary:

Wednesday 10th June: The Jazz 3000 17 piece Big Band
makes a welcome return for another concert at All Saints
Church, Marsworth, starting at 8pm. Come and enjoy a sum-
mer evening of jazz, blues, swing and modern classics in the
beautiful setting of the parish church. Tickets are £8 and are
available from Annette Botting 01296 662007, and Ken
Longhurst, 01296 660711. Wine and soft drinks will be on
sale.

Visit www.marsworthflowerfestival.co.uk for more informa-
tion on this biennial event, which takes place this year from
Friday 28" — Monday 31* August at All Saints Church,
Church Lane, Marsworth HP23 4L.X.

If you would like to become involved with this year’s Flower
Festival in any way, please contact Ken Longhurst, 01296
660711.

Diary dates...

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 20 May Long Marston village hall.
Wednesday 17 June Wilstone village hall.

Anyone for Tennis?

Long Marston Tennis Club are hoping tennis fans will join
them for their Open Afternoon on Sunday 3 May. Free
coaching for juniors from 2pm and time on the courts for
adults from 3pm. Refreshments will be available in the club-
house all afternoon.

If you have ever thought of playing tennis on these excellent
courts, near to home, in a beautiful setting next to the cricket
club — now is your chance to try them out.

For those who may be interested in playing more tennis,
membership is available for the 09/10 season at £60 per adult,
£110 per family, including social membership of the cricket
club, with no other fees. See you there!

Sunday 26 April

Quick step dance lesson &Tea Dance. Long Marston
Monday 27 April

An evening of expert flower arranging with Neil Gurney.
Marsworth Millennium Hall.

Friday 1 May

May Day Madrigals, plus breakfast. Puttenham.
Sunday 3 May

Tennis Club Open Afternoon from 2pm.

Rumba dance lesson &Tea Dance. Long Marston
Monday 4 May

Aldbury May Fair.

Friday 8 May

Coffee evening, 67 Tring Road in aid of Wilstone
Church.7.30 pm

Saturday 9 May

Jumble Sale at Cecilia Hall, Puttenham, 2pm.

Family Fun Day, St Peter & St Paul, Tring, 10am-4pm.
Tennis Club Quiz Night. LM Village hall 7.30pm
Sunday 10 May

Spring Plant Fair — 11am-4pm. Ashridge. Free entry.
Recap dance lesson &Tea Dance. Long Marston.
Saturday 16 May

May Ball. (LM&P Horticultural Society.)

Sunday 17 May

Cheddington Bowls Club open afternoon, 2pm-5pm.
Tuesday 19 May

Wilstone village hall AGM 8pm

Saturday 23 May

Plant Sale, Horseshoe Cottage, Church Lane, Marsworth.
Saturday 23 - Monday 25 May

Tring Canal Festival, Little Tring.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: May 7th and 21st.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35
Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Village News
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... don't miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings.

Saturday 6 June

Wilstone Village Fete: “Galleons, Gunpowder and Gold.”
Sunday 7 June

Children's bike ride. Long Marston

10.30am from the Queens Head.

Wednesday 10 June

Big Band Concert with Jazz 3000. All Saints Marsworth.
Sunday 14th June

Marsworth Steam Festival.

Tring Anglers charity match, Bulbourne.

Sunday June 28

Wilstone Open Gardens,

Saturday 11 July

Wine quiz (Call my bluff) Wilstone village hall

Sunday 12 July

Family Games - The Puttenham Trust.

Saturday 25 July

LMCC Summer Ball.

Saturday 1 August

Long Marston Annual Show 2pm

Saturday 8 August
Fun Day 2 pm Wilstone Church Gardens

Sunday 9 August

St. Mary’s Patronal Festival. Puttenham.

23, 24, 25 August

County cricket at LMCC. Herts v. Northumberland.
28, 29, 30, 31 August

Marsworth Flower Festival, All Saints, Marsworth.
Saturday 5 September

Jumble Sale at Cecilia Hall, 2pm.

Saturday 5 September

Wilstone village BBQ TBC

Saturday 12 September

Sponsored bike ride (Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust)
Saturday 3 October

Supper and Auction - The Puttenham Trust.

Friday 9 October
Coffee Evening 7.30 pm .19 New Rd Wilstone
In aid of Wilstone Village Church

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL

AGM
&M MAY 19th

ALL WELCOME

The Long Marston & Puttenham
Horticultural Society Presents

MAY BALL

Saturday 16™ May 2009
7.30 p.m. to Midnight
Cheddington Village Hall
Dancing to 5 piece Live Band
Dancing for All
Ball Room, Latin and Modern Dances
Champagne Reception with Canapés
Superb Supper and Licensed Bar
Black Tie Event Tickets £30
Reservations & Information call
Margaret on 01296 662975

SUNDAY BEGINNERS
DANCE LESSONS
AND TEA DANCE

PRACTICE SESSION

Long Marston Village Hall
26™ April Quick Step,
3" May Rumba and 10™ May Recap.
Lessons Commence at 3 p.m.
Tea Dance Practice Session 4 to 5.30
Beginners Lesson & Tea Dance £6
Tea Dance Practice Session only £2
Free Bottle of Wine at Ball for each Couple
who attends all four Sunday Sessions
Limited Hall Creche Facility Requiring
Reservation, call Vicky on
01296 661586

Village News
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In Brief
Track damaged

THE BMX track at Long Marston recreation ground has been
deliberately damaged, councillors heard at the April Parish
Council meeting. Three of the jump approaches have been
deliberately dug out with a spade, presumably to make them
steeper. The track was provided by the Parish Council with

—r help from a group

<« of local youngsters
"% and it has only re-

| cently begun to
blend in with its
surroundings with
| grass now estab-
lished on the earth
| mounds. The track
i has to meet safety
4 standards, and re-
pairs will now have
to be carried out to
@ keep it within stan-
dards. Councillors
were disappointed
at this deliberate
misuse.

One of the ramps damaged by digging.

Tring spring fair

THE ‘Tring Together’ organisation has devised two weeks of
activities and events between 2nd May and 16th May. Satur-
day 2nd May will feature events in Tring and special offers in
selected shops and restaurants. There are three guided walks
on Sunday 3rd May: Historic Tring, 2pm from the Natural
History Museum; Butterfly and Wildflower walk, 2pm from
the Natural History Museum; Tring by the Water, 10.30am
from Wilstone war memorial (led by Wilstone resident Jo
Woodbridge.) Tring Park Mansion, former home of the
Rothschild family, is hosting an open morning on Monday 4th
May from 11am - 1pm. A rare opportunity to see the house
and grounds, which is now used by Tring Park School for the
Performing Arts. Look for leaflets which have the full pro-
gramme, or see their website: www.tringtogether.org.uk.

Road closure

HERTS County Council has given notice of a road closure
order affecting Tring Road, Wilstone, so that resurfacing work
can be carried out. The work will take one week, and will be
carried out at some time between 13th April and 1st October.
The order covers the section of Tring Road, Wilstone, from its
junction with the B489 (Lower Icknield Way) to the junction

with Sandbrook Lane. All or parts of this section will be
closed at times during the week, and diversions via Wingrave
Road will be signposted. The project engineer at Hertford-
shire Highways is Peter Watson, telephone 01707 356200.

No picnic

YOUNGSTERS camping out in the millennium copse at Wil-
stone recreation ground have caused damage to one of the new
picnic tables by lighting disposable barbeques on the seat and
table. Three of the group were still around when the Village
Warden spotted the damage on his rounds, and when ap-
proached by the Warden they owned up. The picnic table is
repairable, and as the three have agreed to pay for the damage,
the Parish Council have decided to regard the incident as acci-
dental.

Pensioner foils thieves

A LOCAL pensioner foiled an attempt by two men to con their
way into her home by standing firm and insisting on seeing
identification. At this unexpected response they turned and
ran off, but villagers should be aware that this old trick is still
being tried on elderly residents.

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

No 39 Easy

5 6
8. G — ....-3

—

-.5 | e = F ? . s ..B . | 9 s

8| 43 5]2
[ | 8 |7

Make a start by the usual inspection method. Then concen-
trate on those boxes rows or columns that only have 2
squares left to complete. If there are only two possible digits
and if one can not go into one square then it must go into the
other! Solution on page 12

Village News
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Village News annual report

THE 2009 AGM of Village News held at the Half Moon ap-
proved the accounts for the financial year ending December
2008 which showed an operating surplus of £280 for the year.
This sum had been re-invested in upgrading the software used
by two editors so that all five editors now operated on the
same version. (This had already saved a considerable amount
of time and irritation sorting out minor anomalies caused by
using different versions.) Treasurer John Harrison’s report
showed that total income was £3,730 of which £3,114 was
from advertising and £616 from sponsorship. Advertising
revenue had increased in 2008, though there was concern for
2009 and the effects of the recession. Total expenditure was
£3,450 of which nearly all (£3,386) was on printing costs, and
these are expected to rise slightly in 2009 in line with the cost
of paper.

In his annual report to the meeting chairman Phil Buchi par-
ticularly recognised the contribution made to the magazine by
the band of regular writers and correspondents. He said that
without them the editors would not have much to work with,
and more contributors are always welcome.

The meeting discussed improvements to the magazine includ-
ing more colour covers. Though the additional costs of colour
on every edition could not be sustained without significant
additional fundraising, it was agreed to test a high quality
glossy cover on the black and white editions. Other sugges-
tions were: more interviews with villagers, favourite walks,
local dog walks and more contributions from young people.

The AGM recorded a special vote of thanks to Colette Bernard
for her work as advertising manager for the last 5 years, and
all agreed she had done a great job.

More gloss for Village News

AS a result of a suggestion at the Village News AGM, our
April edition sported a glossy cover even though it was printed
in black and white. Until now glossy covers have been used
only for the editions with full-colour covers, and this was a
trial to see how it looked on the black and white editions.

The full-colour covers (which all agree do improve the impact
of the magazine hugely) cost an additional £140 per edition,
and the annual budget will only allow five of these per year.
However the glossy cover on the five black and white editions
costs a modest £30 per issue, which the budget could afford.
Apart from looking and feeling better, the high quality paper
gives editors 4 pages on which photos can be printed at higher
quality, doing justice to the fine pictures which readers send
in.

Initial feedback on the April glossy cover has been favourable,
so we intend to continue with this trial for the rest of the year.
The editors would be interested to know what you think.

AA | driving school

with your local

Ad driving school instructar

= Fully qualified driving instructor
+ Fast track or 2asy pace tuition

= Block booking discount

Simon Williams
07747 531444
01525 852009

&4 drieing isstmicters are self oplmssd fmnchisees el 2l menteess ker the
preesizm ol ere e cut e are belvesen e pupil e imstee e Sol terms
ared cmed sl wwracddadisinge ik

Wilstone Village Stores
Opening hours

OPEN 7 DAYS

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 7.00pm
Saturday: 8.00am to 2.00pm
**Sunday: 8.30am to 12.00 noon**

CYPRUS

"LUXURY DETAZHED & BED WILLA SLEEFS 57
FETUNMIMG SEA AND MO UMTAIN WIEWS
"EIUIET WILLAGE LOTATIGNT

14 MING AIRPOET/BEACH SOLE”
P20 MIMNG PARPHOSET

"PRIVATE SWIRMING POOCLT
FULLY AIR COMDITIOMEDR”
‘FRCM £400 WEEK"
TEL: ROMSER Q1442 824224

EASYJET FLIGHTS AVAILABLE

Village News
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Trained to spread the
Hospice message

A CRACK team of volunteers will be given special-
ist training, the latest equipment and a wealth of in-
formation preparing them to head out into the com-
munity and spread the Hospice message.

The Ambassadors will be

.| trained to give talks about the
J organisation, accept donations
& and cheques, promote the
work of the Hospice and at-

| tend events.

Volunteers can be any age and
from any kind of background but above all, be will-
ing to get out and about into the locality to help the
Hospice deliver its messages.

Pippa Brush, Community Fundraiser at the Hospice
of St Francis said: “There will be people who will
go out and give talks, people who say a few words
when accepting cheques or people to give tours
around the Hospice. It’s about us having a bank of
people who are Hospice experts who we can call
upon to give information and represent the Hospice
within the local community”.

If you would like to join up to learn more about the
Hospice contact Pippa on 01442 869555 or visit
www.stfrancis.org.uk

THE Hospice of St Francis has won an international
peer-reviewed award ceremony thanks to work
completed by Director of Education Sarah Russell
and Specialist Nurse, Jo Fernandes.

The first prize for Educationalist of The Year, was
presented to Hospice staff at a special award cere-
mony hosted by the International Journal of Pallia-
tive Nursing at The Landmark Hotel, in London.
Hosted by Professor Jessica Corner and sponsored
by Macmillan Cancer Support, the award highlights
the pioneering work the Hospice is doing in End of
Life Education.

Dr Ros Taylor said: "We were up against other
nominations from all over the world so this award is
richly deserved by our Education Team who have
driven education and training to new frontiers at St
Francis and beyond and continue to enthuse and in-
spire us all."

For more information on the work of the Hospice of
St Francis telephone 01442 869550 or visit
www.stfrancis.org.uk

Ever fallen for someone you love?

THE Hospice of St Francis is looking for people
from all over the country to make a sponsored
10,000 feet freefall parachute jump on its behalf -
and in return will pay for it!

The Hospice of St Francis is a registered charity
that provides professional support and care for peo-
ple with terminal illness in south-west Herts and the
Chiltern area of Bucks.

It aims to bring peace, comfort and dignity to people
and help them live life to the full, for whatever time
they have left and provides care tailored to each pa-
tient’s individual needs.

Care can be given at the Hospice of St Francis or in
the patient’s home, and our team also provides out-
reach care to local hospitals and nursing homes.
Support of families and carers is an essential part of
our care.

Willing skydivers need raise just £395 in sponsor-
ship money in order to jump for free and in turn the
Hospice receives an average donation of £140. In
addition to this, every extra pound that you raise
over the minimum comes straight to the charity.
Pippa Brush, Community Fundraiser said: “We are
in desperate need of funds in order to continue our
work and don't forget, all you have to do is raise the
minimum amount of sponsorship and you will get to
jump for free!

We are organising this fabulous opportunity through
Skyline who specialise in organising fundraising
events for charities so if you have any questions
please ring them directly as they are in the best posi-
tion to answer your questions — you can contact
them on 020 7424 5522.”

*The Hospice of St Francis Skydive takes place on
Saturday, July 11 near Brackley, just north of Ox-
ford.

Village News
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Canal festival and County
show

THERE is plenty to do over the spring bank holiday weekend
(23rd to 25th May) with two major events being staged lo-
cally. Those with stamina and good wellies could tackle both!
The Tring Canal Festival at Little Tring has been extended to
cover all three days from Saturday 23rd to Monday 25th May
this year. First organised 20 years ago as a boat gathering, this
is a big fundraising event for the Wendover Arm Trust who
are restoring the old canal to navigation. The weather has not
been kind to the festival in the past few years, so the Trust is
improving the odds on a fine day by making it three days in-
stead of two. There is something here for all the family and
especially of course, for boating enthusiasts. Access by car is
from Icknield Way, or if you prefer to walk there, go to the
bridge at Little Tring.

The 123rd Herts County Show will be held at the show-
ground, Redbourn (on the A5183 by junction 9 of the M1) on
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th May. This is a full scale
county agricultural show, with bags of entertainment for
adults and children, international show jumping and livestock
shows. Advance bookings get a 25% discount. For full de-
tails see their website www.hertsshow.com or phone the box
office on 0870 350 2122.

AWJW SERVICES

All Garden Work Carried Out
Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses
Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing
All Types of Fencing and
Gates Supplied and Erected
Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping
& Harrowing
Grass cutting - domestic, public,
commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,
Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977
Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com
Fully Insured.
Established Over 20 Years.
New Inquiries Welcome.

Let Pilates help you achieve
your sporting goals

Pilates is effective for developing core strength to
encourage peak performance and reduce injury for
any sporting activity, from tennis, horse riding
to running & golf.

Pilates Fitness for Life specialises in 1-1 lessons & small
group classes for more individual attention.

Call Karen on 07971 400558

www.pilatesfitnessforlife.co.uk

Member of Body Control Pilates Assoc & Register of Exercise Professionals

THE
CHAPEL ROOM

WILSTONE

A SELECTION OF ‘CRYSTAL CLEAR’ FACIALS
AROMATHERAPY AND SWEDISH MASSAGES
HAND AND FOOT TREATMENTS
‘ST. TROPEZ’ TANNING
‘HIVE’ WAXING
A VARIETY OF EYE TREATMENTS
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

i i NEwW! CALGEL NAIL SYSTEM

HELEN LISHMAN

FULLY QUALIFIED
BEAUTY THERAPIST AND AROMATHERAPIST

9 CHAPEL FIELDS, WILSTONE, TRING,
HERTFORDSHIRE, HP23 4SL

TEL: 01442 890933

V| ke | &

| T LSt 1w
| JESSICA
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Parish Council News

by Phil Buchi

More parking spaces

BETWEEN seven and ten additional parking spaces could be
provided in Grange Road, Wilstone, as a result of comments
made by residents about the proposed new affordable housing
scheme. Plans for these new parking spaces are being drawn
up by Dacorum Borough Council, and would use some of the
wide verges which are at present grassed over. These spaces
for existing residents would be additional to the separate park-
ing being built into the new housing scheme. Also, all of the
existing garages which will have to be demolished will be re-
placed within the new scheme. Traffic and parking were
among the main concerns of residents who commented on the
plans to build eight affordable homes for local people on land
in Wilstone owned by Dacorum. Fifteen residents commented
in writing to the Council, and these comments have now been
published. At the latest meeting between parish councillors
and the developer, Aldwyck Housing Association, revised
plans for the new development were discussed. Apparently a
number of adjustments have been made to the plans exhibited
in the village in February to take into account other comments
from residents. In answer to concerns about construction
noise, the developer has confirmed that the site working hours
will be from 8.00am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday only with no

weekend working. Construction is expected to last 10 months.
Application for planning permission will now be made with a
view to beginning the work this year. Residents have a further
opportunity to comment on the revised plans when they are
published as part of the application for planning permission.

Grate excavations

THE poor drainage at the bottom of the Long Marston recrea-
tion ground has been investigated by the Parish Council. With
the help of a householder whose garden backs on the soggy
area, the drains have been traced and examined back from the
street towards the recreation ground. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson
personally supervised this work, and reported that all was
found to be in good order until the boundary with the playing
field was reached. Then the drain clearing machine was
stopped in its tracks. These devices are not easily defeated
apparently, so it is likely that there is a significant blockage -
or possibly the drain ceases to exist at all at this point. Either
way, councillors agreed that there was little alternative but to
proceed to the archaeological stage, and get the digger in. A
contractor will be engaged to excavate and reveal the extent of
the problem. At least then a solution to the flooded area can be
considered.

Need an evening out? Come to
the Half Moon for great food,
choice of wines, and good beers.

The: Half [Moon

-

(OfF the B489
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

Real Ales ® Good Food e Children’s Menu
Children’s Play Area e Patio ® Car Park

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

Reach & Wash Cleaning system
Professional clean inside and out
Repalrs carded out
Fascia & Gutter valet
Solar reflective films available
Free Quotations
Fully Insured
Established 8 years
References available
www.albrightcleaning.org.uk
For more Infarmation or to arrange a quote call
Daniel on 01442 253269 or o7Bi0 Fizoob
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Parish Council News

Planning emphasis change

CLLR. Abby Fermont reported on a seminar she had attended
to brief Parish Councils on changes to the planning applica-
tion process. In a significant change of emphasis, driven by
government policy, council planning departments will in fu-
ture have the job of helping home owners to get the permis-
sions they need for small developments to their homes. In
addition, the range of things that can be done as “permitted
developments” (i.e. without full planning permission) has
been considerably extended and planning officers will advise
applicants when they do and don’t need to make a full appli-
cation. Where full planning permission is still required the
process will be speeded up, though members of the public and
Parish councils will still be able to comment on applications.
To reflect the new emphasis, the name of the Development
Control Committee is to be changed to the Development
Management Committee. Cllr. Fermont added that it was still
important for home owners to contact the planning depart-
ment before embarking on any alterations as a ‘certificate of
permitted development’ will be required and building regula-
tions must also be complied with.

Parish Plan reviewed

THE annual formal review of the Parish Plan was carried at
an open meeting held in April. The programme of improve-
ments to local footpaths and provision of gates, led by Cllr.
Jill Finlan, had been particularly successful and compliments
had been received from villagers who were now able to use
more routes for their local walks. Efforts to encourage some
form of youth club had not been so successful though, and
were not likely to progress unless a volunteer youth leader
came forward.

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Travellers ordered to leave site
Reprinted from an article in The Bucks Herald ,
Wednesday 15 April 2009

A FAMILY of travellers have been told to move from a site
in Wilstone after their planning permission bids failed.
Dacorum Borough Council which spent £10,500 on legal fees
taking the case to the High Court, has now obtained a High
Court Injunction to clear the site following an appeal decision
in January.

The land must be vacated by midnight on July 31. The family
has until the 30 April to challenge the decision at the court of
appeal.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

2. MEq, ——
FARM ﬂ-_ Scas _0 SHOP

—a i

-_— —

*Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil
* our own beef and lambe local sausages and cured
bacon e local pickles ¢ preserves ¢ quality fresh fruit

A wide range of quality bedding plants and
vegetable plants now in stock.

Arthur Bowers multi-purpose compost

3 for £10

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy
tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

1 i
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| . |
" Special offer "
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
! Open 7 days !
1 Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT 1
I Tel: 01442 828478 !
: www.pemeadandsons.co.uk :
[ ol
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contd

Parish Council News

Report from the Chairman

2008 has provided your Parish councillors with a full and chal-
lenging agenda of issues for debate and resolution. The annual
review of the parish plan will take place immediately before
the April meeting and will provide opportunity to measure
progress.

For many residents, 2008 will be remembered for the closure
of the Post office counters at Long Marston and Wilstone. A
determined effort to retain these services was not successful.

The condition of our Parish roads is a recurring and constant
problem. Councillors compile a monthly action report to Hert-
fordshire Highways, the agency responsible for road mainte-
nance. This report details existing and new problem sites re-
quiring attention. Results are encouraging but we continue to
press our case for improvement.

The volume of traffic, particularly heavy goods vehicles, is of
much concern. The results of a traffic count at Long Marston
will be used in future discussions.

The quality of the local environment stays high on the agenda.
We continue to encourage the use of our rural areas by sup-
porting the work of the Parish Paths Partnership and Tring

Rural Environment Group. A constant irritation is that of dog
fouling and litter. A problem easily resolved by more care and
responsibility being exercised by those offending.

Phase One of the “Parish Go Extreme youth project has been
completed with additional play equipment installed. Unfortu-
nately, Phase Two has encountered financial and practical
difficulties and further thought and discussion will be required.
Parish Council funding has provided additional seating at both
Recreation Grounds; damaged picnic tables have been re-
placed in the Millennium Copse and new security fencing of
the play area in Wilstone is in place.

Councillors have continued to represent the interests of resi-
dents and Council by attendance at meetings both in and out of
the Parish.

I conclude this brief report by thanking all those residents who
have given help and support during the last year especially to
Colin Reedman, our Village Warden and Dawn Slade, our
Clerk and financial officer for their excellent work which con-
tributes so much to the smooth running of the Council. Lastly,
but by no means least to my fellow Councillors for their sup-
port and for the time and commitment freely given on behalf
of Tring Rural Parish.

Council ‘declines to determine’
new application for Old Tree

Place

DACORUM Borough Council has rejected a new application
to use land at Old Tree Place, Wilstone Green, for a single
travellers family. In a formal letter of determination dated 16
March, Head of Planning Mr James Doe said that the Council
“declines to determine” the application as it was considered
similar to that dismissed at appeal on 5th January 2009.

The new application (reference 4/00363/09/FUL) was submit-
ted by Heine Planning Consultancy on behalf of applicant Mr
George Purcell on 9th March. Details from the application
state that the intention is: “Change of use of land to caravan
site for stationing of one mobile home, one touring caravan for
occupation by no more than 9 persons, re-use of existing
building as a day room, septic tank, hard standing and im-
proved site access.”

This is a scaled down version of the application made in 2008,
but taking into account the Planning Inspector’s report on the
number of people who can live in the “at risk” area below the
Wilstone reservoir dam. In her covering letter to the Planning
Department, Mrs Alison Heine said that permission is sought
on a permanent basis, but temporary consent would be ac-
cepted if it was felt more acceptable. She said: “ I suggest that
temporary permission could and should be considered for rea-
sons: (a) to permit BW (British Waterways) to meet their

statutory obligation to carry out a Dam risk assessment, (b) to
enable Dacorum BC to complete its search for suitable sites
and make alternative provisions for those seeking to reside in
this district.”

In the Inspector’s determination in January 2009 he said that
he was not prepared to grant permission for more than 10 peo-
ple to live on the site because of the risk from the dam. This
was the only planning reason for his decision not to allow the
appeal, and he dismissed the other reasons put forward by the
planning authority, Dacorum BC. In her letter Mrs Heine
added that the new application to limit the number of occu-
pants to 9 takes the Inspector’s determination into account,
and allows for the present occupant of Pear Tree Cottage
within the limit of 10. Details of planning applications and the
supporting correspondence can be viewed on the DBC web-
site: dacorum.gov.uk

Sudoku solution No39

4|2|7]3|8|5[8|1]6
8l9(6l4 ?51 5_253
3|5(1|8/2(9(4|7|8
B|T|(4|9(1|B[|2|3|5
9(3(8|5(6(|2(7 4(1
5(1|2|7/3l4|8 |68
216|3|8[5|7|1]|9(4
7(68(9|1/4/3|6|5]2
1(4(5|2/9(6|3 8|7
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Access to Hertfordshire Libraries from
home

IF you live a long way from your local library, did you know
some library services are accessible from any Internet con-
nected computer, wherever you are?

Log on to www.hertsdirect.org/libraries. From here you can
join the library, search the library catalogue, request and re-
new your books, and find information for homework or pri-
vate study. It also offers access to county and district council
services, details of local clubs and organisations, and a wide
variety of recommended websites.

The Online Reference Library offers a range of online titles,
including the full Oxford English Dictionary, Encyclopaedia
Britannica, national newspaper and journal articles and the
Grove dictionaries of art and music.

These titles, only available on subscription, are offered free to
library members. Just follow the instructions on the screen.

Whether you want to join the library, find your nearest squash
club, the answer to a quiz question or do your homework,
give the library pages a try.

SELL YOUR HOME QUICKLY

AND PROFITABLY
with the help of

BY DESIGN (TRING) LTD

Sell FASTER and sell for MORE after a
HOME STAGING CONSULTATION
- get the help you need ranging from a few hours to a whole day.

Need some hands on to help to get your home ready to sell? Not
getting the response you expected from potential buyers? Why not
let us use our professional skills on your home for just a day and see
how much we can improve your chances of completing the sale you
need!

In the best of times it can be hard to achieve a fast, profitable sale.
Now it's even harder, so take advantage of our many years of ex-

perience in dressing and selling homes in this area. We strive to
minimise your costs and maximise your profits.

Ring 07979 381410 to discuss how we can be of help. Be assured
you will receive a friendly and professional response.

By Design (Tring) Ltd

Your local Interior & Garden Design Company

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER

that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines
taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byron
in Pitstone
07860 340 130

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday
evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn
Chapman. Both are Members of the British
Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,
Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an

Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of L 4 v
the Association of N —
Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on
01908 502272 or
07743722926
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The PUTTQHth PClge by Christine Rutter

FRIDAY - 1°" MAY
MAY-DAY at ST.MARY’S

6 AM. !

For Friday, 1 May, you will need to have had your alarm clocks set
EXTRA EARLY to be in the Churchyard ready to listen to the singing-in
of May-Day from the top of St.Mary’s Tower at 6 A.M

As always, this will be followed by a full breakfast of Fruit Juice,
Kedgeree, Sausage/Bacon Rolls, Toast & Marmalade, all washed down
with as much Coffee or Tea as you wish. Something to note in your Diary.

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday, 9" May — 2 p.m. — Cecilia Hall

Times of recession? Why not visit Cecilia Hall for your new Spring out-
fit! I am sure we shall be, as always, well stocked with clothing, china,
household linen and household items, toys, books, etc. etc.

BARGAINS GALORE!

If you have any items for the sale, please leave them at Cecilia Hall doorway or, if
you need collection, phone 01296 668337 (Christine)

Offers of help for sorting (the week prior to the sale), on the day, or getting the left-
over stuff away afterwards, will always be very much appreciated.

ST.MARY’S CHURCH - ASCENSION DAY
Thursday, 21° May — 8 p.m.

St.Mary’s will be hosting the Team Ascension Day Holy Communion Service. Please
do try and attend this importance service

On GOOD FRIDAY we erected a large wooden cross in each of the village churchyards, starting at
Wilstone at 1 p.m. then moving to Puttenham and finally on to Long Marston. This was followed
by a very moving service conducted by Debbie Munday and Didier Jaquet. Afterwards we had a
very sociable time enjoying toasted and buttered Hot Cross Buns, tea and coffee.

Village News is supported by the Puttenham Trust
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MENTMORE

1S

FESTIVAL ’09

Following the success of
Mentmore’s first Arts Festival —
the organisers have decide to do
it all again! Local artists will be
exhibiting a huge range of work

for you to view and buy.
Plus great raffle prizes, children’s
art workshop & competition,
lunches and teas. See you there!

OPEN | 1AM TO 5PM

CAN YOU HELP?

COME AND ENJOY |

EXHIBITION & SALE OF
LOCAL ARTISTS
PAINTINGS, PRINTS,
PHOTOGRAPHS,
SCULPTURE, GLASS
& POTTERY

CHILDREN’S ART
CORMNER
& COMPETITION

TEAS INTHE
VILLAGE HALL GARDEM

RAFFLE WITH GREAT
CASH PRIZES

AND MUCH MORE. ..

SATURDAY 23RD MAY
SUNDAY 24TH MAY
MONDAY 25TH MAY

ADULT ENTRY £2.00

INCLUDES CATALOGUE

CHILDREN FREE

DONATIONS OR
VOLUNTEERS

PLEASE CONTACT
SUE SCOTT:
01525 372757
OR CAROLINE GATES:
01296 661123

www.mentmore-arts-festival.co.uk
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Z.i’unjaowdér, Galleons & Gold -
Wilstonia s ﬂfz'rate ﬂfen'f./

QUEEN Jane of Wilstonia sat in her chamber deeply troubled.
Wilstonia was a tiny kingdom bordered on all sides by the big
and powerful country of Dacorum. For some time now Jane
had been aware that Dacorum had been casting covetous eyes
on their rich farmlands and bustling port; and without
sufficient funds to bolster Wilstonia’s defences it was unlikely
they would be able to withstand their threat to sieze her throne.

Wilstonia’s only hope, and a faint one at that, lay with brave
Captain Crimson and his valiant crew who, having discovered
a valuable treasure, were even now battling their way through
many dangers to deliver it safely to their Queen. But time was
running out. Queen Jane’s latest intelligence showed that if
she did not have the treasure chest in her hands by the 6th June
then all would be lost and she and her people would face a
harsh life under Dacorum’s yoke.

The last message she had received from the Captain informed
her that he and his crew had managed to descend the perilous
Northdown mountain range, hack their way through the dense
jungles of Wendover and traverse the putrid swamps of
Aylesbury Vale to reach their ship and commence their voyage
home.

She also knew that deadly danger still confronted them. For
Queen Jane had merfolk blood in her veins and she had
received a message from her watery kin that the dreaded pirate
Captain Black had heard of the precious treasure and was
intent on seizing it! Since then she had heard no more and
with the 6th June rapidly approaching she was now in deep
despair.

If the brave crew’s voyage had gone well then they should
make harbour on the 6th but she had also heard rumours that,
after failing in a successful assault at sea, the nefarious pirate
crew were planning to ambush Captain Crimson and his crew
as they reached the shore.

It was going to take all the courage of the Captain and his crew
to spot the wicked pirates and fight them off. But if the
miracle happened and she received the treasure safely into her
hands, then Wilstonia would continue to be a safe and tranquil
place for her people forever.

Can you help defend Wilstonia? The last challenge for
Captain Crimson and his brave crew will be to sail through the
village to meet Queen Jane by her palace (the village hall!).
Can you help spot the pirates as they skulk in wait to seize the
treasure? (Just boo and hiss please, leave the fighting to the
Captain and his crew!) Will the gallant Captain and his crew
be able to fight Captain Black and his pirates off? The final
showdown will be at the Village Fete on the 6th June - so
make sure you’ll be there!

PS We’re still looking for willing volunteers to be either
‘goodies’ or ‘baddies’ on the 6th. Fancy having a go? If you
do please call Diana Crapnell on 01442 826043 — its going to
be a lot of fun!!

Wilstone Fun Dog Show
at
Wilstone Fete
6th June

IT’S time to start a concerted training programme with your
faithful friends as this years Fun Dog Show categories come
hot off the press.

The popular classes for Child and Junior handler have been
kept in again for this year and we have reintroduced Waggiest
Tail which was missed by many last year. New for 2009 is
Dog Most Like Its Owner - or Vice Versa! Anything goes in
this class and dressing up of you, your dog or both of you is
most encouraged! So keep practising and we hope to see you
in the arena!

The 4 categories are:

1.Waggiest Tail

2.Dog Most like its Owner - or vice versa!

3.Best Child Handler (up to 8 Years old)

4.Best Junior Handler (9 to 16 Years old)

The top 5 entries in each class will receive a much sought after
Wilstone Fun Dog Show rosette.

These classes will be all expertly judged and run as in previous
years, by Evelyn Chapman and her team from The Long Mar-
ston Dog Training Club. There will be more doggy activity
with The Sausage Eating Race that will take place after the
main classes, great fun and worth pulling up a hay bale for.
The Mini Agility Course that will be running all afternoon.
Old Sea Dog Dip is a new competition running all afternoon
that involves your dog and water and prizes for the successful!

Entry forms will be available on the day as well as on the Fete
Programme that will be posted to each household in the Tring
Rural Parish nearer to the event.

Don't forget to bring along poo bags and clear up after your
dog. Thank you.

Register now for June elections

THERE will be elections for the European Parliament and for
Hertfordshire County Council on 4th June. Polling hours will
be from 7am until 10pm. Those not already registered, or
who have recently moved, can still be included on the register
of electors if they apply by 19th May. To register, call the
Dacorum electoral registration team on 01442 228230.

If you will be unable to get to the polling on station 4th June
you can apply for a postal or proxy vote. Application forms
need to be sent in to arrive by Spm on 19th May. Application
forms can be downloaded from the Borough Council website:
www.dacorum.gov.uk/elections or you can call 01442
228230 and ask for a form to be sent to you.

Village News
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The 2009 Wilstone Village Féte and Dog Show

Galleons Gunpowder and Gold

Saturday 6th June

- Everyone can join the grand parade
through the village at 12.30pm with
Queen Jane of Wilstonia.

- Pirates, smugglers, jolly jack tars and
a pirate galleon.

« Children’'s fancy dress: mermaids,
castaways, pirates, sailors, princes
and princesses. There will be prizes.

- Special performance by the Wilstone
Showgirls as Buccaneer Belles.

- Children's art competition.

« Fun Dog Show.

- Stalls, games and bags of fun for all.

Children’s Art Competition
Wilstone Fete — Saturday 6™ June

YOU may have seen that Pirates are coming to
Wilstone this June, and this is your chance to enter this
year’s art competition based around the theme of
‘Gunpowder, Galleons and Gold'.

The three age groups are the same as
last year; 7 and under, 11 and under and
16 and under and are two categories per
age group. All age groups can enter the
first category, which is ‘drawing or paint-
ing’. For the 7 and under age group the
second category is ‘collage’ and for the
11 and 16 and under age groups the
final category is ‘modef.

Everyone who enters will receive
a small prize, with main prizes
for the top entry in each category
and age group.

Look out for the entry form which
will be on the back of the Fete
programme, delivered to every
house in May. Forms will also
be sent to all Long Marston pupils via the School.

Entry forms for the Fun Dog Show and the
Children's Art Competition will be delivered to
your door at the end of May.

Your bric-a-brac and books for our stall will be
collected in the week before the féte.
Volunteers to help set up please come at 9am on
Saturday 6th June. Thank you!

ALAN BOULT

(Light Haulage)

“MAN WITH A VAN”

TRANSPORT

VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE

SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
ESTD. 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE
7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745
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Long Marston Cricket Club

by Paul Dumpleton

BY the time this appears in print the first games of the 2009
season will (weather permitting) have taken place. Saturday
18" April is Cherwell League cup first round day with a home
tie for our first XI against Long Hanborough in the Senior Cup
and an away tie at Great Brickhill for the 2" X1 in the Junior
version.

The new outdoor nets are completed and already in good use.
Various other winter projects in and around the ground and
clubhouse have all been completed in time for the new season.

A very successful quiz night, arranged by Helen & Martin
Keable, raised very welcome funds for the club on 27" March.
Well over 90 participants took part in an extremely enjoyable
evening with quiz master Simon Vessey and catering provided
by John Seaton.

Colts registration evening for the new year is on Wednesday
29™ April from 6pm and the first training session will follow
on the first Wednesday in May.

Long Marston CC

- Presents

The Cricket Ball
Saturday 25 July 2009

7:00 for 7:30
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Local police contacts

This is an extract from information sent to us by Hertfordshire
Police.

WELCOME to the Tring Safer Neighbourhood Police Team!
We hope this article will be the first of many. In policing
terms, Tring is divided into the three electoral wards: Tring
East, West and Central. Each of these wards has a named offi-
cer who is a direct point of contact for you. However any
Tring team neighbourhood officers can assist if needed. Con-
tact details as follows:

In emergency dial 999.

Non-emergency number: 0845 33 00 222.

To contact the following officers call 01442 271203 or 01442
271205 (office numbers) or they can be contacted via their
radio handsets by calling 01707 364192.

Sgt. Peter Huffer

PC Stephen Hunneysett (West)

PC Amanda Gibbs (Central)

PC Tamsyn Pegler (East)

PC Brian Rutt (Central)

PCSO Emma Lennox (Central)

PCSO Thomas Montgomery (West)

PCSO Christopher Symonds (East)

PCSO Lorraine Batson (Central).

Tring Police Station is open as follows: Tuesday, 4.15pm to
7.30pm; Wednesday and Friday, 12 noon to 3.00pm; Saturday,
1.45pm to 5.30pm. (No wheelchair access.)

CADS present..

“Outside Fdge

by Richard Harris

Fri 8" & Sat 9" May

at Cheddington Yillage Hal

Bar opens at 7.30opm
Performance starts at 8pm

Tickets £E [£4.50 concessions)

Tel 01296 BE2395, 01295 662825
o erteal b richelas S gLzl
s b o Masans Suses
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MINTY THE SHEEP - OBITUARY

WE would like to bring to your attention that Minty our old friend of the “Gary and Minty” stories has passed away.

To new readers of the magazine, Minty was a thespian sheep who appeared in the Garfield films, and starred in the Pot Noodle
advert as a Pot Noodle miner. Gary and Minty stories were a regular feature of the magazine at one time, relating their lives
with other farm animals at Tringford Farm. He died peacefully in the night of 30 March of a kidney infection.

He is sadly missed by his remaining sheep friends, Alfie and Mo, and by Scruffy dog Ed, who kept licking his nose for him as
he lay in his straw bed. Ed, having shared a bed with Minty when he was an orphan lamb, obviously had feelings for him, as

we all had.

ASPARAGUS

Home grown, freshly picked and delicious

At Bull Lake Farm,
Ford End, Ivinghoe,

Leighton Buzzard,
LU7 9EA

Ring 01296 668175 at
the end of April for
availability and directions

Fanfares & Fireworks on the Field
4* July 2009 - 6pm, Tring School
Musteal favourites
Bar by the valiant Trooper
BBR by Bastwood’s of Berkhamsted
Spectacular fireworks finalé

Tickets from P.E Mead or Dennis’s of Tring
Adults: £8.50; Concessions: £6

Postal Ticket Applications

Please send a stamped, addressed envelope to
MATS, Badgers Crossing, Newground Rd, Ald-
bury, Tring, Herts HP23 5RJ - cheques payable
to Music at Tring School

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON

Places are available for children between 23 and 5 years old.

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff
Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am - 1.15pm
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact
our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:
Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am

Victory Hall, Long Marston
£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year)
Sally Smith: 01296 661689

F.R. Jeffery & Son
Coal
Smokeless Fuels
Logs
Garden Compost

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools
Delivered to your door
Low prices
Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth)

Village News
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Licensed Private Hire MDSPR'NG AUTOS

Established 1984

AI pi ne Ca rs All mechanical repairs

Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed

Vehicles collected and returned at
To Airports, Seaports, London no extra charge.

(Formerly Cheddington Cars)
Door to Door Service

To Book or for a Quote Call
07836 272122 MOTs available on site

Welding - Tyres -
Wheels balanced -
Batteries - Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Bailey

tndependetittly owned and oparated

Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs

fully licensed private hire operator
specializing in
Airport Tranglers and Social Events

:.'I'I"\-I'\lu'lull i1 I!'III“_'. SCTVIiCE YECY COMPCLIDIve TRIES

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

BOS2E ATESGG i OTT45 G1E4AG3
paileyvprivatehirevgooglemall con

www.baileyprivatehire.com

CABS go Problem with your windows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?

Your local and friendly private hire taxis - Want to clean the inside of the glass but
. . N . can't?
Do you like good quality service with a difference? L .
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers - Water getting into the double glazed unit?

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys? - All misted up inside the unit?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages . .
Business/private accounts welcome - Handles & nges r'epalr'ed
For more information visit our web site: www.ecocabs2go.co.uk - Cat flaps fitted
To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:

01296 661999

Guarantees on all units fitted

NEED A HANDYMAN?

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingiWindows.com

Flumbing Garden Tidy Ups .

Sathroams Grass cutting Or ring

Tiling Hedpa cutting 01296 630650 + arrange an appointment today!
Painting Patic Cleaning

Rel Ne Prablem
Fully insurad

,!. Reasonable And Reliable  s#is,
all Gavin On Tring (01442) 331306
J._ Mobile 07731047439 .X
- .

cleaning service.

indow
Try our Wit details.

Just call 07875 534780 for more
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The agricultural story line....

by David Mead

Farmers face the market

WE’VE had all the excitement of striking gold. The clear lig-
uid flowed from press to 1000 litre container. Now the public
have to be confronted. No big bulk lorry to take it away. Itis
bottled, boxed and “booted” and with a clean smiling face it’s
off to the Sunday farmers’ markets. Once the answer to
“Where is Wilstone?” is sorted out, it’s down to the technical
bits; vitamins, omegas, burning temperature. “It’s wonderful
for roasting potatoes madam.”

The latest venue was a food festival in Great Missenden. Four
days of smiling. The public were looking for somewhere in
the dry and were willing to pay £4 a head to get there. Re-
cords of sales had to be kept because the organisers took 15%.
Simon and Chris explained that cold pressing was simply the
rapeseed being squeezed between a rolling shaft. Whereas to
extract the maximum oil, most processes include heat and the
use of solvents, destroying some of the benefits. All this, and a
lot more, has to be repeated every time a new farm or deli is
approached. I believe there are now more than 50 outlets for
Chiltern Cold Press oil. There have been school visits and an

The oil being bottled before its journey to market.
(Picture: Village News.)

inspector from Tesco - white overalls and white wellingtons.
I haven’t seen Simon or Chris in a hairnet - perhaps a photo in
next edition.

This year’s rapeseed crop took a pasting from the pigeons, so
some fields have had to be re-sowed. If they leave the heart of
the plant alone it will recover. The yellow fields are appear-
ing. The beekeepers have come out of hibernation and put
another layer on the hives. We will all appreciate some sunny
days.

One hundred and fifty years ago barrels of oil could have got
to London via the Wendover Canal. A Professor T. J. Peters,
MA, visited looking for historical information, particularly the
last occupants of the White Houses, where the pumping station
above Wilstone Reservoir used to be. I know somebody who
might help. Tommy Chappin, 89, he knew. A Mr. Tomlin (no
relation) and Mr & Mrs Deeley. Little George Deeley, their
son, went to school in Wilstone with Tom, Mrs Deeley cycled
down with him each morning. She went back to give him his
lunch until Mrs Bryant, No.6 The Green, volunteered to feed
him, and then Mrs Deeley cycled down again to pick him up.
Mr Tomlin and Mr Deeley worked for the Canal Company.
Evan Kempster tells there are still some Deeleys about. Tom
thought there were some foreign refugees up there during the
1939/45 war. In fact there was talk of spies; flashing lights
had been seen. Well, the Czech government were billeted in
Wingrave. Wingrave can be seen from the White Houses. I'm
saying no more!

The house by the pumping station is up for sale. Apparently
there were over 200 people visiting to view on one day. Tom
was worried about the paddles in the garden that control the
flow of water in one of the many tunnels that run under the
ground in that area. It’s a pity the Wendover Arm Trust can’t
be involved in that house but with a guide price of £300,000
and the wet weather that seem to go with their festival there’s
not much chance.

I seem to have wandered a bit this month - it’s an age thing.
Once the brain gets on a certain wavelength I can’t help it.
Tea and biscuits have arrived, back to the present, now where
was I? Oh yes; potatoes really do roast well in cold pressed
rapeseed oil.

Remember the birds

THE number of birds seen these days in our gardens is for-
ever depleting as shown in surveys carried out by the RSPB
and can be noticed in our own gardens. At this time of the
year the nest building should be complete and eggs laid and
hatching but so far little evidence of it perhaps due to the cold
and wet winter. All the more reason to make sure that there is
enough food for them. If you put out fat balls for them, please
put them in the special containers made for them as the plastic
mesh they are provide in can catch the feet of the smaller
birds and particularly the young fledglings.

Wilstone village Hall Caretaker

MUCH to the relief of Colin Reedman and the delight of his
wife Sheila, a new Caretaker has been found for Wilstone
Village Hall. He is Andrew Batchelor from Tring Road,
Wilstone who took over responsibility from Colin at the end
of March.
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Grow with the flo

SPRING is definitely in the air again and celebrating it in style
are the two cows in the field behind our house, each having
recently given birth to a delightful Dexter-Hereford calf, both
of whom bounce around the field like hyperactive spring
lambs.

The first calf, born on Florence’s birthday, is brown all over
except for the tiniest little white speck on its forehead. When
Florence was kindly asked to give the calf a name, she chose
Steve, after her favourite builder - Steve. Steve was honoured
at first but became a little less enthusiastic when his building
chums started to moo at him. He was even less happy, and
almost choked on his tea, when we told him that the calf had
had to change his name to ‘Stevie’ - because Steve the calf,
unlike Steve the builder, was actually a girl.

One day, as Florence and I were watching the calves frolicking
in the field, I absentmindedly started to weed the bit of garden
next to where we were sitting. When Florence saw what I was
doing, she got all excited and insisted that we should get her
new radish plants and plant them in the garden. Her ‘radish
plants’ were, in fact, just a cupful of radish seedlings that her
cousin Martha had given to her the week before.

I emptied the delicate seedlings out of the cup onto the ground
and very carefully separated the flimsy stems while Florence
dibbed a few holes with her finger. She then took the little
plantlets and squashed them enthusiastically into the soil with
all her might. After her well-meant assault, the poor little
things looked very sorry for themselves, so Florence ‘watered
them in’ using up more water than Steve’s industrial tea-urn.

Once the deluge had subsided, more brutal prodding and
squashing followed as Florence attempted to restore her flood-
damaged stock to its former ‘glory’ and, at the same time,
make sure that its overall chance of survival was well and truly
reduced to zero.

Totally oblivious to the damaging effects of her intensive
farming methods Florence then decided that, while she was on
aroll, we should plant some more vegetables. As I didn’t have
any suitable seeds, apart from a few remnants from the bottom
of our bird-feeder, we ended up planting them along with an
onion, two potatoes and a leek. Florence then watered the new
crop in and what remained of the massacred radishes out.

Florence then announced authoritatively that we needed a
scarecrow to stop the birds from eating our radishes. I stood
and thought for a moment; then I remembered that we had
(and don’t ask why) a green, papier-maché head lolling around
in the study, where it had been banished for frightening
Mummy, just waiting for its raison d'étre. With the help of two
twigs, a T-shirt and a pair of mittens, Mr Head was swiftly
transformed into Mr Scarecrow - the scariest scarecrow in
Long Marston. Once plonked firmly into the ground he was
ready to frighten off even the hardiest of crows — but not, un-
fortunately, Mr Slug and his slimy, radish-eating pals.

by Andy Ashwell

The next day, a tearful Florence and I surveyed a scene of utter
devastation. As I tried to explain to her that it was only birds,
and not slugs, that were scared of Mr Scarecrow, it slowly
dawned on me that the vegetable patch had not actually been
touched by slugs at all; it was, in fact, exactly how we had left
it the evening before.

The slugs had, no doubt, left our plants for dead and moved on

Ah! - the menu

elsewhere for something decent to eat. However, in order to
avoid any future slug problems, I investigated slug-control
measures and discovered that there are many ways to prevent
slugs from eating your plants. The favourites appear to be:
slug pellets, rough gravel, seaweed and beer traps. Slug pellets
are a bit of a no-no with Florence around, gravel blunts the
lawn mower, we’re nowhere near the sea and beer is far too
precious to be wasted on a handful of ropey old slugs. Appar-
ently milk is just as good as beer, but the cheapest solution
seems to be to put mini-cloches made from old plastic bottles
over the plants.

So that is what we did. Two weeks later some of the radish
plants, despite all their early abuse, still appear to be alive -
just. The solitary onion has done nothing; neither has the leek;
the state of the potatoes is anyone’s guess and Mr Scarecrow is
looking even sadder than the radishes, especially after the re-
cent rain.

So, in an attempt to improve our chances of success, I have
now borrowed some gardening books from the library, bought
some seedlings from Mead’s farm shop and covered every-
thing with upturned plastic bottles. Now, with any luck, the
slugs will be kept at bay and we will have a bumper crop of all
sorts of interesting things to harvest come the autumn.

See back page for a picture of Florence and the scary
scarecrow. (Illustration: Andy Ashwell)
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.
Inspection welcome
Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335
OR 01442 826648 (EVENINGS)

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN

Independent Funeral Directors
Monumental Masons

waren, 20 Cambridge Street, (o,

~ Aylesbury, Bucks. @(
T HP20 1RP Tl

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 - 482041

24 Hour Emergency Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

Vale @

Burner

i

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR

For Oil-Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers

Services

OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

Mrs. DEEHEittles

I'T.T RITTEES

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.
All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.
Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets
and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium  Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

GEMNERAL
HATHYENARCE:

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY
No matter how small the job

call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
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grave, Bucks, HP22 4PX.
Tel/Fax: 01296 682726.

Peacock
r-ga Fco |ugy R

- Arboricultural services to include:
‘*t‘! -';I:t -Professional pruning of ornamental trees and
s T shrubs.

-The controlled sectional dismantling of dan-
gerous trees.

-Advice, supply and planting of appropriate
species.

-The supply of quality seasoned firewood.

5 Nup End Lane, Win-

The Old Pastures

: Luxury accommodation for
1! dogs

-Tree hazard evaluation and written reports.
z z - E
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, -
Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a per-
sonal touch giving your dog the extra attention they
deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

- LANDSCAPING
- GARDEN CLEAN UPS
- HEDGE TRIMMING
= PRUNING
- POWER WASHING

o845 500 10 10

Local Call Cost
A S T e i g s e b

The Old Pastures
Dog Grooming

Pe
Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can
cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

The
BliNmndmrman

For

all types of Blinds at
competative prices

=Roller ~Pleated = Woodsiat
=Wertical ~Venetian - Wowen

Wie also make Romamn Blinds
from yvyour own FfFabric.

Free Friendly Adwvice & Quotation
im the comfort of your own home.

Tel 01442 828 108
Mob: OFTTF6eT T83 955

Call now for a free

gquote

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN CLEARANCE,
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING
AND MUCH MORE.

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK
DONE WELL, CONTACT
Mark Lee
01296 668310 or 07914 355180

o Heavenly Hat Hire

Cheddington, Bucks
E"l:li' '.".‘l": =wal ."'.I:II"\..-.. L]

anws uraanichash e e ok

We stock over 900 hats and fascinators
in all sizes, shapes and colours.
Hire charges are
£10 - £15 for fascinaotors
and £2% - £35 for designer hats.
Telephone Carobm on 01294 668494 +o make
an appaintment fo view, Browsers welcomel

T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.

All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.
We also do turfing, grass cutting

and fencing.

All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167
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Recipe page by Anna Ashwell

content.

Gooey

in the oven when needed.

Ingredients:

Chocolate

Pudding |

oughly.

125g (40z) unsalted butter
¢ 100g (3%2 0z) chocolate broken into small pieces

JUST in case you did not get enough chocolate over Easter these puddings should give you a
chocolate fix sufficient to last a few days. If possible use a chocolate with high cocoa solid

Because these are cooked from frozen they can be prepared well in advance and then popped

® 2 tbsdark rum or Tia Maria

* 50g (20z) golden caster sugar

2 medium eggs + 1 medium egg yolk
2 level tbs plain flour — sifted

Method:
1. Lightly grease 4 oven-proof ramekins, each with a capacity of 150ml
2. Melt the chocolate and butter in a bowl over a pan of gently simmering water.

Take off the heat, add the liquor and stir together until smooth and glossy.
3. Meanwhile, put the sugar in a large bowl with the eggs and egg yolk.
Whisk with an electric whisk for 5 minutes until the mixture becomes mousse-like
and has doubled in volume.
4. Pour the melted chocolate mixture into the egg mixture and then add the sifted-
flour. Use a large metal spoon to fold everything together carefully and thor-

5. Divide the mixture equally between the ramekins; cover tightly with cling film and
freeze the puddings on a baking tray for up to one month.

6. To serve, pre-heat the oven to 200°C (gas mark 6). Then bake the puddings for 16-
17 minutes until just firm. They will still have a gooey centre. Dust with icing
sugar and serve with creme fraiche.

2K,

Sree?2

PRE-SCHOOL

A

Pre-School News

4D PRIOR to the Easter holidays, we held a
sponsored walk around the park where
the children were sponsored to find 10
different items. Fortunately, the weather
was kind to everyone taking part and each child succeeded in
their mission. Although we are still waiting for some sponsor-
ship to be collected, the current total is £110 — a fantastic
achievement.

We welcomed Verity Sartin, Joseph Foster and Ellie Meblino
at the beginning of the summer term and this brings the num-
ber of children at Pre-school to 29, although not all attend
every day. We began the summer term by looking at Spring
and have moved on to ‘People Who Help Us’ and ‘The Hun-
gry Caterpillar’, a perennial children's’ favourite!

We are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers and
have already collected 650! The scheme continues until June
and if you, or a member of your family, shop at Sainbury’s,

First Steps Pre-school would be grateful for any vouchers you
are given. Teresa and the team are already busily trying to
decide what sports equipment to exchange the vouchers for at
the end of the promotion.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston
every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.15am —
11.45am during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and
Friday until 1.15pm. We welcome all children aged between
2% and 5 and consequently many children stay with us until
they ‘cross the road to big school’.

If you would like to find out more about Pre-School or put
your child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either
Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or our Chair, Sally Smith,
on 01296 661689.

F A A
On Wednesday mornings during term time, why not call in at
Toddlers, held from 10.00am — 11.30 at Victory Hall. All pre-
school children and their parents or carers are welcome to
come for a play or a chat, depending on age, with juice and a
biscuit just when you need it most! Contact Sally Smith on
01296 661689 for further information.
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" RATATHON

ﬁ The Marathon des Sables

SUCCESS! T am pleased to say that I have completed the
‘Marathon des Sables’, dubbed the ‘toughest footrace on
Earth’ and believe me they’re not far wrong!

For those who haven’t heard of the Marathon des Sables
(MdS), it is a six day (or seven for some), 150 mile (243km)
endurance race across the Sahara desert in Morocco.

The race is split into six stages over the six days. In recent
years the stages have been similar to 25, 34, 38, 82, 42 and
22km.

However, this year the organisers decided to throw a spanner
in the works. Instead of the usual 82km for the long stage they
decided to really test us and make the stage the longest and
toughest they had ever made it — 91km. This doesn’t sound
much more but it most definitely feels it!

Prior to that wonderful experience for a stage a number of
other things hadn’t quite gone as I had hoped.

The one thing that everyone would least expect in the desert
is....rain! Well we got it and it wasn’t just a small shower.
The rain came when we first got there and at a time when it
could have forced the organisers to cancel the whole event.
But thankfully they didn’t. The desert dried and the event
went on.

The organisers were amazing throughout the entire event.
They worked endlessly to map out new courses for each stage
as the rain had ruined their initial course layouts what with
wadi’s (swamped area) wetter than expected.

However, the rain came and went and the sun very quickly
returned. The temperature shot up in the daytime and plum-
meted at night. Luckily for me my sleeping bag was very
warm! The temperature didn’t get up quick enough for the
start (09:00), imagine 800 competitors shivering on the start

N

by Richard Lear  pgponcs )
1 mf)

line in the desert!

The first few stages went by without much to complain about
although during my first stage I had got my salt balance com-
pletely wrong and suffered the consequences. Not enough salt
led to severe cramping in the legs for the last half of that stage.
I was unaware at the time that the cramps were due to salt de-
ficiency so simply continued onto the finish. Ilearnt from that
experience!

For the long stage we were given 36 hours to complete it. To
be honest I didn’t fancy running through the dunes at night, I
had heard stories of people getting lost within them, unable to
see the glow sticks that mapped out the course for us to follow.
I was one of the lucky ones, some weren’t so lucky!

I completed this stage in just under fifteen hours. For most the
feeling of getting into a sleeping bag without washing and
with my running shorts still on at one in the morning is not a
nice thought, but it felt so good!!

I had broken the MdS’ back, all I had to complete now was
only a full marathon. Even at half the length of the long stage,
the 42km was still ten times harder for me. I was so close yet
so far. My body was ready to give up but the immense
strength of a human mind is incredible. Applied in the right
way at the right time your mind can get you out of any endur-
ing situation.

I crossed the line in 179™ place overall, 28" British man back.
For someone who hasn’t even completed a competitive mara-
thon before I could not be happier. I will never forget the ex-
perience, the friends I have made, the sights I have seen and
unquestionably the pain I have felt. What an event!

Would I do it again......... no one knows what the future will
bring!
WORLD'S EASIEST QUIZ

(Passing requires 4 correct answers)

1) How long did the Hundred Years' War last?

2) Which country makes Panama hats?

3) From which animal do we get cat gut?

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolu-
tion?

5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what
animal?

7) What was King George VI's first name?

8) What colour is a purple finch?

9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?

10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial air-
plane?

Answers on page31
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Merci!- From the Mercy Ships | WATER QUALITY PROBLEM
by Alison Cockerill

ST.CROSS is one of the five churches which comprise the
Tring Team Parish, along with Puttenham, Long Marston,
Aldbury, and Tring itself. The Team Parish has a Mission
Committee, a group of people who organise fund raising
events throughout the year, centred around the five churches.
Every year in March people across the Parish are asked to
nominate charities they would like the Mission Committee to
support and, from those suggested, six are chosen to receive
help during the following financial year.

in your natural pond (V4+ acres) ?
Algae (green water or ‘blanket weed’),
thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond
‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our
aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-
testing and algae identification services, and treatments for algae
and thick black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive,
messy dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment
We have an in-house scientist and informative
website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601
Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it !

The final organisation for the last year was Mercy Ships, a
group of ships travelling around the coast of the developing
world, staffed by medical teams offering treatment to people
who have no access to hospital care. All the doctors, nurses,

dentists and other health care personnel donate their time and AS | R@PE

services free of charge, bringing hope and healing to thou-

sands. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR

To support Mercy Ships, St Cross held a Table Top Sale on GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS
Tuesday 31 March, alongside the coffee morning in the

church. We would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone GRASS CUTTING - HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY
who came along to support the event, which raised a wonder- FENCING - DECKING - LEAF CLEARANCE
ful £180 on the day, with further donations resulting in a final WEED CONTROL - MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING
total of £210.

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured
St Cross may be the smallest church in the Team, but with so Long Marston - Be%mgham - Mentmore .
many Friends we are sometimes able to reach far beyond Wil- Wendover - Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

stone, and offer help to those less fortunate than ourselves.
To everyone who supports St Cross, in whatever way, we are
very grateful - Thank you very much.

Please call Glenn Ansell T: 01442 875155 M: 07951 126534

WOULD YOU LIKE TO TRY BOWLING?
COME ALONG AND HAVE A GO

OPEN AFTERNOON

AT

CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB

SUNDAY 17 MAY - 2.00 PM 10 5.00 PM

RECREATION GROUND, HIGH STREET, CHEDDINGTON

FREE TUITION
WE WILL PROVIDE ALL EQUIPMENT INCLUDING BOWLS
€ 0 JUST BRING A PAIR OF FLAT SHOES - TRAINERS WILL BE FINE

ALSO - A SAUSAGE OR TWO OFF THE BBQ"!
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Domestikate Ltd
Ironing Service

FREE collection & delivery from your Home or Workplace
with NEXT DAY return*

Your creased laundry will come back ironed, hung and
wrapped for just £5 per Kg — with no minimum order.
Buy 1 get 1 free for all new customers™*

call 01442 540082 .- 07527 026579
Email iron@domestikate.co.uk
e Fully insured. www.domestikate.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. *Within a 7 mile radius of Tring, Herts.
** One B.O.G.O.F. offer per household . Registered number: 6379767.

Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning Ltd

carpets ¢ oriental Rugs ¢ upholstery

High quality professional service
Residential and commercial
Excellent value  Fully insured
Free consultation and quote
References available
PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 32Q

Tel: 01442 876622 Mob: 0788 4058795
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

WALKING & WORKING STICKS

Handcrafted by John Evans
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

q"""--. ; : F.:Eé‘{.%_ ,,....-""‘5

SRl [ .-'I-'i.ﬁ-cﬁ;L
oo Ly
P i

-ihw.q“ﬂ"- s
Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire
www.wilstonesticks.com

Chris Giriffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

CURTIS CARPET SERVICES
Parsons Lane, Blerton

R. Fordham
Plumbing and Heating

*Central Heating systems installed and repaired
*Bathrooms planned and installed to a high standard
*All your plumbing and heating needs covered.

Mobiles: 07776 112846 & 07966 530420
Office: 01296 660841

Email: robertfordham2@msn.com

22 Tring Road, Long Marston, Tring, Herts. HP23 4QL

All types of carpeting supplied & fitted
ot excellent rates.
Adaptions - Domestic & Contract.
Phone David Curtis: 01296 482653
Mobile: 0TTT3300054
Why Pay fhop Prices?

=4 Total Home
f‘: > Maintenance
M Plumbing, tili

umbing, tiling, carpentry,
painting

and decorating, flat pack assembly etc.
Garden jobs such as patios, decking, fenc-
ing, shed assembly, children’s play areas.
ePhone Alan on 07711 941 204
eBased in Long Marston
o All jobs considered

Village News

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP

Professional Clean Efficient
Certificates Issued for House Insurance
Lucky Sweep for Weddings
Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps
Call Steve Jackson
Tring (01442) 890041
07947 757309
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From the Rectory

by Rev'd Joanne Wetherall

WE all have Sacred spaces in our lives, places which are filled
with special meaning for us.

Places whose significance extends beyond themselves. They
are places which have moulded who we are and will have an
effect on our future generations. They hold together our heri-
tage, our joy and sadness, the mysteries and certainties of our
lives.

For some of us there are places which are invested with par-
ticular religious and spiritual significance. Other traditional or
historical places have a symbolic value that transcends their
immediate bounds and they too can be regarded as sacred,
while some are purely personal and invoke memories of child-
hood or mark major events in our lives.

Some Sacred places are of obvious significance - traditional
places of worship, areas of outstanding natural beauty, ancient
monuments. Our personally significant spaces can be more
obscure. For me, working in a warm greenhouse filled with
tomato plants brings my grandfather's presence to mind and
fills me with a sense of connection and continuity through the
generations of my family, all of which have some bearing on
who I am.

This sense of connection with something greater than myself
gives both the work and the space a quality and meaning that
make it sacred to me.

An increasing number of articles on the nature of sacred
spaces in the popular press suggests a growing need within

people for a deeper connection with the full nature of our hu-
manity. Major public buildings such as museums, hospitals,
airports and prisons have discovered the value of integrating
sacred spaces into new developments and landscaping, or cre-
ating them in old ones. Only time will tell if these specially
created spaces, which have no specific religious, historic or
personal meaning will feed the hunger people have to connect
with something outside of themselves.

In our villages we are blessed with many very special and sig-
nificant spaces.

The villages themselves hold a place in the hearts of residents
past and present, as does the natural environment.

Within each community the churches witness to generations of
practising Christians who have found depth and meaning for
their own lives through the life of Jesus Christ who showed us
how to love profoundly, forgive continuously and enjoy a full
relationship with God our creator.

If you haven't visited your local church recently find out when
it is open or borrow a key, (the key holders are listed in the
magazine) Take some time to sit in the quiet, feel the atmos-
phere of prayer that centuries of worship has created, see how
the generations have cared for the buildings and shown God's
love through them.

Where ever your sacred spaces are may you continue to ex-
perience the special feeling which I know and name as the
presence of God.

News from All Saints

Monday 4™ May — We are having a Hoopla stall at Aldbury
May Fayre — Offers of help to Carole Harrison would be
most welcome.

June 14th Marsworth Steam Rally. As in previous years,
we are supplying the refreshments for this event. It is a long
day so again we would appreciate some extra pairs of hands
and also donations of cakes. Contact Angus Munday on
01296 660303.
Carole Harrison
01296 668526.

Doris Hathaway

IT IS with regret that we report the death of Mrs Doris Hatha-
way, a resident for many years in Tring road ,Wilstone.

Doris was one of the longest surviving patients of open heart
surgery having had surgery at Harefield in the 70s.

She died peacefully on Friday 10 April at the age of 96.

The funeral is to be held on Friday 1st May at 12 noon at the
West Herts. Crematorium, Garston and afterwards at the
Three Hammers, Chiswell Green, St. Albans.

No Flowers please.

Village News
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Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222
Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Brian Rutt 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Emma Lennox 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies

Rachel Mead 01442 823570
Cubs

Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463
Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544
Horticultural Society

John Kaye 01296 662975
Rector

Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Angus Munday 01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter
Puttenham St Marys:
Christine Rutter
John Barron

01442 823605

01296 668337
01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
ClIr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade 01442 824138
Village Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021
Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112

Long Marston 1* Steps Pre-School

Sally Smith 01296 661689
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group
Sally Smith 01296 661689
Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 4459
Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259
Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272
Women’s Institute

Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you .......

To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every
home

Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Your editor for June will be:
Caroline Beevers

01442 823489

editorwlmp @yahoo.com

Our advertising managers:
Alison & Matthew White
01296 660402
villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com

Deadline for next issue is

Wednesday 20th May
for the June edition, published on 1st June 2009.

We are on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Village News
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YOUTH IN NEED- Charity Dance

WELL, what can we say "what a night it turned out to be"
Around 75 people came to our annual dance (done it twice now
does that make it annual?).

After what we can only describe as a nervous start we all re-
laxed and danced the night away to the music of "Nightshift”.
You could rock and roll and shake it with favourites from 50s
right up to the 90s.With the 2 Daves skilfully manning the bar
(trained by professionals!!!) .

With the popular Dire Straits song of "Romeo and Juliet" and
wonderful dancing especially from the horti/panto group the
evening came to a
close.

We appreciate all
the help/raffle
prizes and time
you gave us which
helped us raise
the marvellous
sum of £825.40
Thank you every-
one

Vanessa Iley and
Janet Henshaw

The bustling activity in the kitchen meant a sell-out of hot
cross buns, with the competitions inside producing 2 adult
winners: the fruit cake to Ethel Edmunds and the Easter
Chick, rather fascinatingly named Kevin, being delightedly
received by Colin Reedman.

Jo Woodbridge thanked everyone who contributed to the suc-
cess of this now prestigious annual event - competitors, prize
donors, washers-up, hot cross bun butterers and all other help-
ers.

More pictures on back cover.

THEGREAT WILSTONE EASTER
EGG HUNT 2009

Pictures by John Painter

by Eileen Doley

CLIMATE CHANGE! What a wonderful change of climate
there was in Wilstone on Easter Monday morning. In 2008
the Easter Egg Hunt went doggedly on in the driven snow but
this year the sun shone. There was a record turnout of 22
youngsters, with Ella, Isabel, Lewis,

Catherine, Ben, Alec, Tom, James, Jim,

eggs hidden in the church garden. The |
question is often asked - “are all the eggs &
found?” - and this year 598 eggs came | #
home to roost (pun intended). g

In the 6 years and under section there
was a tie between JIM ZUPPINEGER
and CATHERINE BECK (loved your cute Easter bonnet,
Catherine!). The 7-11 years class produced 1 clear winner -
CHLOE MOLLER - and BECKY GASCOYNE just
pipped the 2007 and 2008 win-
ner, Sam Rabagliaci, by 1 egg
to scoop the prize in the 12
years and over group. Jim,
Catherine, Chloe and Becky
were all presented with large
boxed Easter eggs by organ-
iser, Jo Woodbridge, and all
entrants received a somewhat

4

&

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ on page 26
1) How long did the Hundred Years War last? 116 years

2) Which country makes Panama hats?  Ecuador .

3) From which animal do we get cat gut? Sheep and
Horses

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revo-
lution? November

5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?
Squirrel fur

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what
animal? Dogs

7) What was King George VI's first name? Albert
8) What colour is a purple finch?
Crimson
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from? New Zealand

10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial
airplane? Orange (of course)

Pass this on to some brilliant friends, so they may feel use-
less too.

Phil Madely

Village News
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Rosebarn lane open to the sunshine.

Yum
YUM
Ellie finds an 'egg' in  Catherine counting
one of the daffodils! her eggs with Eileen
Photos from The Easter Egg hunt and Rosebarn Lane by
John Painter. (Report on page 31.)
Ellie choosing an Egg from Jo's basket The Photo of Florence by Andy Ashwell.

Village News is supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society



