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articles and pictures.
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Diamond Wedding Anniversary

CONGRATULATIONS to Margaret and David Weeks who celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary on 11th March this year. The couple were married in 1955 and moved to The

Green, Wilstone on Januay 1st 1957, where they have resided ever since.
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Margaret and David outside their house in Wilstone Green. David is displaying their
Wedding Certificate and Margaret is proudly holding their card from H.M. The Queen.

(Pictures: David Prosser)

Superfast broadband survey update by Graham Thorpe

FIRST of all a BIG thank you to the 236 who responded to the Survey questionnaire we wrote
about in the March Edition of Village News.

Village News is distributed to about 623 households in the Parish which means that so far we
have not yet received quite as many responses we had hoped for.

In April we will be contacting the bodies responsible for providing faster broadband and it
would be great to be able to tell them just how much demand there is.

Why have faster broadband?

Web pages load more quickly, especially noticeable when several people are using the
internet in one house.

Watching “catch up” TV, sports and movies (especially in HD) is much smoother and more
quickly downloaded.

Skype and Face Time video calls are of higher quality and suffer less “stuttering”.
Uploading and downloading large documents, videos and photographs are much faster.

A report has shown that slow broadband wipes as much as 20% off house prices!

So if your household has not yet completed the survey, will you please consider doing so by
April 15 either online at www.tringrural.wordpress.com or by using the form on page 24 of
this month’s issue of Village News. We only need one response per household. Please note
that by completing the survey you have no commitment to pay or subscribe to anything extra.

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone
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Quiz And
Curry Night

Wistone Vilage Hall

Prize for saturday {4th April  H0ertetl
Winning team 70 tll 14:00 Tales ol uplo

L icenced Bar
Rale

With prizes from PE Mead & Sons and EnglishMum.com

Challenge Challenge

For tickets email jameslovisT @il com or from Wilstone village shop. Vegetarian option avatkible, please email,

orted by Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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Spring is in the air!

HI FOLKS, the bulbs are out, the sun is shining,
birds are singing, lawnmowers are poised,
BBQ’s are being dusted off! Spring certainly
looks like it has appeared. Get the deckchair out,
nice cup of tea, tuck this edition of Village News
under your arm and wander outside for a really
good read. Once again there is a wide variety of
articles and information to feast your eyes upon,
enjoy!

Mark Woodbridge

Church services

at
St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

29" March Palm Sunday
10am St Cross Worship for all
All Saints Worship for all
2" April Maundy Thursday
8pm St Peter and St Paul Tring Service
followed by time of vigil
at St Cross and All Saints
3" April Good Friday
10am All Saints Worship for All
2pm ST Mary’s Last Hour at the Cross
5™ April Easter Day
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10am Holy Cross Family Communion
10am All Saints Family Communion
6pm St Cross Evening Worship
12™ April Easter 2
8.15am ST Mary’s Holy Communion
10am St Cross Morning Worship
10am All Saints Family Communion
6pm All Saints Evening Prayer
19" April Easter 3
10am All Saints Morning Worship
10am St Cross Family Communion
26" April Easter 4
10am St Cross Morning Worship
10am All Saints Family Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

The next edition will be for May 2015 and the
deadline for items is:
Thursday 16 April 2015

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed
entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.
Let us know if we are not!
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Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.
01733 230800

&4 Mrry's, Foitenham

Village News
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What's on...
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Diary dates...

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 1 April Wilstone village hall.
Wednesday 6 May Long Maston village hall.

PRIZES Monday 6 April
O P E N Easter Egg Hunt - St Cross Wilstone - 10.30am
Friday 10 April
HETL BT Paddington - Wilstone Film Night. Wilstone village hall
o m Saturday 11 April
local charites and the chureh. ADULT ENTRY Quiz & Curry night - Wilstone VH - 7.30pm

£1.00

IRCLLRDES: AT LG LPE
CHILDRERM |[UMDER 1&)

FREE
CAN YOU HELF?

MENTMORE CHURCH
& MENTMORE ¥ILLAGE
HALL - LUT 0QF

SATURDAY 23 MAY T
SUNDAY 24 MAY et HL
MONDAY 25 MAY [kt i
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Friday 17 April

Saturday 18 April

Mentmore Plant Sale

Friends of Tring Reservoirs AGM. Wilstone village hall,
7.30pm

Sunday 26 April

Long Marston Tennis Club open afternoon, 2pm.
Friday 1 May

May Day madrigals and breakfast. Puttenham, 6am

For more infermation visit: ?at‘;;dayf 1\1/)[33’ bt 2om start
www.mentmore-arts-festival.co.uk umple sale, Futtenham, Zpm star
Sunday 10 May

Easter at St. Mary’s
Good Friday - 3" April : 2pm Raising the
Cross in the Churchyard, immediately followed by

“Hour at the Cross” service in church. Hot cross
buns will be served before returning home.

Easter Day - Sunday 5™ April: 8.15am
Holy Communion service with Easter hymns

Please note: The usual 2" Sunday 8.15am HC (the
following Sunday), will still take place.

LI e TR ey P

Friends of Tring Reservoirs

Annual General Meeting
Friday 17th April 2015, Wilstone Village Hall, at 7.30pm.
All are welcome, both members and non-members.

Ashridge Estate spring plant fair, 11am - 4pm.
Friday 22 May

Charity football match at Long Marston, kick off 6pm.
Saturday 23 to Monday 25 May

Mentmore Arts Festival

Tuesday 2 June

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 1.30pm start.
Spitfire 60+ 1st XI County championships
Hertfordshire 60+ v Hampshire 60+

Sunday 7 June

Wilstone Village Fete and Fun Dog Show
Sunday 14 June

Midsummer Picnic. LM recreation ground, 1pm.
Sunday 21 June

Marsworth Steam Rally - Startops Farm, Marsworth.
Saturday 27 June

Tring Carnival & Parade

Sunday 28 June

Wilstone Open Gardens, 2 - 5pm

Tuesday 14 July

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start:

Times for mobile library roue 7
Thursday fortnightly: 2 ,16 & 30 April.

(Only members can vote at the AGM.) Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20

Refreshments will be served and there is no charge. .
Our guest speaker, wildlife photographer Chris Ward, will give us Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55
an illustrated talk on wildlife in and around our wetlands. Astrope (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15
Further information from www.fotr.org.uk Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.00 to 15.15

Village News
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... don't miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings.

ECB Second XI trophy - Unicorns v Leicestershire 2nd XI.
Friday 10 July

Cecilia Tea Rooms, Puttenham, 3 - S5pm

Wednesday 15 July 11.00 start

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start:

ECB Second Trophy - Unicorns v Yorkshire 2nd XI.
Saturday 1 Aug

Long Marston Village Show - incorporating flower and
produce show.

Sunday 16, Mon 17,Tues 18 August

At Long Marston Cricket Club, 11am start all days:
Minor Counties Championship - Hertfordshire v Suffolk.
Friday 11 September

Cecilia Tea Rooms, Puttenham, 3 - Spm

Saturday 3 October

Jumble sale, Puttenham, 2pm start

Saturday 31 October

October supper, Puttenham

J‘uE;
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SING - WILSTONMNE

COMMUNITY CHOIR

WE MEET ON A TUESDAY EVENING IM ST
CROSS CHURCH, WILSTOMNE

WE ARE A FRIEMDLY EUNCH SINGING A
VARIETY OF MUSIC

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME,
PARTICULARLY MEN!

CONTACT JOWOODBRIDGE 01442 8914494

EASTER EGG

HUNT

MONDAY 6" APRIL

31 CROSS CHURCH
WILSTONE

10.30am prompt start

HOT CRO55 BUMS
AMND COITEE TOO!

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB
Victory Hall, Long Marston
Long established friendly club, catering for all dogs.
Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme and the
APDT Good Companion Awards.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards.

Contact Evelyn Chapman on 01908 502272.
www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk

‘ Evelyn Chapman 00624 ‘

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/

SUNDAY JUNE 28

WILSTONE gardens and
allottments open
2pm to Spm

Pleuse keep this daie in your digrics and
tell all vour friends and relatives, as it
will be a lovely occasion for the village

Mow that Spring has sprung would

pardener-lovers inferested in being

involved please contact Gill Glasser
01442 KON

Help with teas, signage, printing,
making cakes and generally mucking in
would be much appreciated

Village News
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INSPIRING WOMEN

April 2015

by Sue Barraclough

AT our last WI meeting we enjoyed a hugely entertaining talk
by Bill (buttons by the twos) Tufts who told us about his life
in the Queen’s Bodyguard of the Yeoman of the Guard, and
what an interesting life he has led carrying out duties at a
wide variety of Royal engagements, including the lying in
state of the Queen Mother, William and Kate’s Wedding and
a variety of Investitures and Maundy Money Distribution
Ceremonies. Bill had received special permission from St.
James’ Palace to wear his uniform for the talk and very
splendid it was too — we learnt that each uniform costs £8000
and is extremely heavy, the white ruff collar alone costs £100
and we were all curious as to how it was kept in such pristine
condition. As well as offering us some riveting behind the
scenes insights into the behind the scenes workings, Bill
brought programmes from the ceremonies and Maundy
Money for us to see. At the end of the meeting we were
delighted to learn that he will be on duty at the Buckingham
Palace Garden Party that the WI are holding in June to
celebrate their 100" centenary, each WI have been invited to
send one member to this and we had already held our ballot
which Margaret Kaye won — so in addition to Camilla she
will be looking out for Bill on the day.

At our next meeting on April 14™ renowned gardener Edwin
Rye will be joining us to demonstrate how to make up hang-
ing baskets so you can expect to see some lovely creations in
the village this summer. Guests of both sexes will be
welcome at this meeting so it would be lovely to see some of
you there.

Next Thursday 26™ March between 3.00 and 5.30 pm we
shall be holding an Easter Tea in the Victory Hall, you will
get a scrumptious tea of homemade sandwiches, cakes and
scones plus your choice of tea, coffee or juice for only £4 for
adults and £2 for senior citizens and children. In addition to
the delicious food we will have a table top sale and lots of
activities for the children so why not bring your little ones in
straight from school for their tea and some fun and possibly
grab a bargain at the same time.

We have a very busy year ahead as it is the 100™ anniversary
of the National WI. Events will include our local WI’s having
exclusive use of Waddesdon Manor Gardens for a party in
summer, the centenary baton coming through Bucks
accompanied by various activities including a party complete
with craft stalls on the lawns at Ivinghoe and a special Annual
Meeting at the Royal Albert Hall.

We hope that some of you will be inspired to come along and
join us as we are a very friendly group and always pleased to
welcome new members and visitors. If you would like more
information or to receive a full programme of our meetings
please ring Sue Barraclough on 01296 668272 or Maggy
Winship on 01296 662388

it's bock.....
THE 3rd LONG MARSTON
CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH
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kick off &.00pm
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The Yicers 800 - Jurgers & Bonaers
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Supported by the Wilstone Community Shop
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Chilterns Tea Ride — Cycling
with tea and cake!

THE electric bike is a great way to explore the great out-
doors. You can enjoy a leisurely day out with friends and
family visiting local historical places and seeing the
countryside.

The electric bike
tours can now offer
you the opportunity
of visiting the Chil-
terns, with its spec-
tacular views and

% natural beauty. Dur-
ing the cycle ride,

| you are encouraged to
indulge in your love
Tl of cake, as the ride
relaxes at the Frithsden Vineyard with a home baked cream
tea. Anyone who has ridden a bike before will love this ex-
perience and marvel at the electric bike’s ability to whizz up
the steep Chiltern Hills.

The rides are every Saturday and start in Berkhamsted.
To find out more about these guided electric bike tours,
please telephone 01442 927522 or email:-
support@electricbiketours.co.uk.

With plenty of things to do, see and eat, electric bikes are a
great way to experience the outdoors.

April 2015

Time for a clear out?

Then we can help! We’re once again looking for items of
bric-a-brac or books for stalls at the Village Fete on 7™ June.
If you have anything you would like to donate, or get rid of
depending how you view it, then Irene McCall is once again
happy to take it off your hands. Please give Irene a call on
01442 825529 to sort out the details.

We would also be grateful for items for the Tombola stall,
and the Community Shop in Wilstone has again agreed to
host a box for any donations you may have. If you have noth-
ing lurking in your store cupboards, or elsewhere, perhaps
you may consider buying something from the shop to pop in
the box.

As always thank you for your generosity in helping to make
our fete as good as it always is.

Ashridge = Easter is on its way!

ONCE again Cadbury is supporting the National Trust to host
this year’s Easter Egg Trails at Ashridge, with 6,000
chocolate prizes to be won. Families are invited to unleash
their inner explorer on a trail of discovery in the beautiful
spring woodland at Ashridge to win their Cadbury chocolaty
treat. This year’s theme is Discovery and children can
discover more about the wild animals that live on the
Ashridge Estate. The Cadbury Easter Egg Trails take place at
Ashridge from 3™ April — 6™ April, 2015. 10am — 4pm. £3
per child.

Bluebell time!

The bluebells on the Ashridge Estate are the native English
bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta). Every year in late
April or early May a spectacular carpet of blue emerges
beneath the trees in areas of Ashridge.

Bluebells are perfectly adapted to thrive in the shade and
extra moisture provided by the cover of the trees coming into
leaf. The first shoots appear in January, giving the bluebells a
head start over other woodland plants before the canopy
shades out the woodland floor. Long tapering leaves rise from
the bulb and are topped with clusters of delicate bell-shaped
flowers, which provide an early source of food for insects.

Maps and self-guided walks are available in the Ashridge
Visitor Centre and we will be running drop in bluebell walks
when they are in bloom at 1pm and 3pm. (Dates to be
confirmed)

Village News

Long Marston School
School Gardening Club

Our Gardening Club love to grow a
wide range of plants including
vegetables, fruit, herbs and

flowers. With the days lengthening and
the weather slowly improving we are all
very keen to get outside and put the plans we have made
during the winter into action. If you have any spare plants,
seeds or compost and also any evergreen shrubs that you
would like to donate to us please call at the School Office
or telephone 01296 668386 or email us

at admin @longmarston.herts.sch.uk.

We would love to hear from you.

Midday Meal Supervisor

We are looking for Midday Meal Supervisors (Dinner
Ladies or Gents) to join our team. The position is part time,
1-1/2 hours per day, Tuesday and Thursday or Friday. This
paid position involves setting up and clearing the hall as well
as supervising the children whilst they eat and when they are
in the playground. You need to be available from 11.45am—
1.15pm. If you are interested please contact the School
Office, details above, for further information. Even if you can
only do one day please let us know. If you know of someone
who may be interested, do pass on the details.

Janet Davis
School Office

Long Marston VA C of E Primary School
Station Road

Long Marston

Herts

HP23 4QS

Tel: 01296 668386

Email: admin @longmarston.herts.sch.uk
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Parish Council Chairman’s Report — 2014 Review

THE minutes for Council meetings in 2014 have reflected the
variety and range of issues and concerns for Councillors
Attention. Progress can be reported, but the progress of some
matters has been both disappointing and frustrating.

The February floods in Long Marston are a case in point.
Despite the efforts of Councillors, Flood group members and
residents there was a ten month wait for a full Section 19
report to be finalised. Of eight recommendations — two are
most unlikely to reach the start line. The recommendation to
modify and lower the road level of Chapel Lane is well
supported and achievable. However further consultation
would be required. Further delay appears likely as any work
would not start before 2016.

I can report that Council finances are in good order and
normal expenditure has not exceeded the budget. Councillors
have agreed there will be no increase in the budget for 2015-
16. A bid for £2,000 towards additional flood prevention
work has been made. The Parish will benefit from two
unrelated contributions. Monies, from the S106 agreement
with the Dixon Wharf development, will be available from
Dacorum Borough Council to be used for play area
equipment. A public consultation has taken place and the
project is ongoing. A voluntary contribution of £60,000 from
Hive Energy will be available to the Parish Council upon
completion of the solar park facility at Folly Farm. The
existing S106 agreement on developments is to be superseded
by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). It is similar to
S106 and will be a means of locally obtaining money from
building works. Capped at 15% and will include any
appropriate development.

During 2014, Councillors made decisions on forty three
planning applications, ranging from works to trees; and a
solar park development. The Parish Council responded to the
Anaerobic Digestion facility application by Arla Dairy.

Councillors have continued to represent the Parish at
meetings, both internal and external. Councillors continue to
engage with and work with all appropriate authorities.

The dissemination of information is of great importance. The
Parish Council provides several outlets in order to keep
residents informed. Meetings are open to all, with a public
participation item fixed on the agenda. Minutes and agendas
are posted monthly on notice boards in the villages. The
Parish website is updated regularly. The Parish Council is a
strong supporter of the ‘Village News’ magazine and
welcomes the comprehensive and independent reporting of
Council business.

In 2011, when the ‘Localism Bill’ was enacted, I wrote in my
review that the effects of the legislation on communities and

Village News
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by Michael Tomlinson

local issues should be of interest to us all. Since that time, the
Parish Council has used the Act to exercise control over the
cutting of grass verges, with both financial and environmental
gains. During 2014, a considerable financial saving was
achieved when replacing a faulty street light, by using our
preferred contractor, rather than the County Council
contractor. Also, the Parish Council gave full support to the
applications to register the Half Moon at Wilstone and the
Queen’s Head at Long Marston as assets of community value.
The first application was successful, with the second one
ongoing. With the right agenda and approach, I believe that
‘Localism’ can provide worthwhile benefits to the
community.

In conclusion I give sincere thanks to residents who have
given and offered support and help. To Colin Reedman
(Village Warden), Lucy Bancroft (Clerk and Financial
Officer) for their much valued contribution to the smooth
running of the Council.and to my fellow councillors for their
support, time and efforts, given freely, for the benefit of Tring
Rural Parish.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668 548

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207

Mr Richard Briant 01442 825 674

Mr Robert Briant 01442 825 674

The Clerk to the Council :
Mrs Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting

Long Marston flooding

COUNCILLOR Hollingsworth and a council engineer have
recently had a meeting and the following has been reported:-
Suggest that Chapel Lane is lowered, but not viable. There
are problems as some land is under private ownership.
Further consultations to be considered. There are more
problems with the drainage ditch as private property is
involved. Awaiting further County Council decisions.

The Chairman pointed out that this past winter, which has
been reported as the sunniest winter for a period, has helped
out to alleviate the problem this year.

Local residents should be encouraged to help out with the
problem.

Highways

WORK is to be carried out in the very near future on various
local roads repairing potholes in Gubblecote. Mr Phil Buchi
will shortly be writing to County and to the local press to
pursue the matter.

Repairs to Dixons Gap bridge are in the budget for the next
financial year. The Canals and River trust have been written

to requesting removal of the skip by the bridge as it is being
used by fly-tippers and is becoming rat infested.

Parish Council elections

NOMINATIONS for the Parish Council to be with Dacorum
by 9" April. New nominations, contact Lucy Bancroft.

Community fund

THE Hive Energy contribution to the community, re the solar
farm, is to be paid by the end of the month. Members of the
council are to discuss how it is to be spent at a separate meet-
ing. There have been 3 applications so far from the tennis
club, the school and All Saints Church.

Airfield development

IT WAS recommended by the council that further develop-
ments at the airfield are objected to because of the access
roads and bridges. The airfield is not suitable for industrial
development and alternative uses to be considered.

Make aWill

& Lasting Powers of Attorney

Your priorities?

BEST YALUE SOLICITORS and
professional Will Writers

* Provide the best for any partner or children
* Protect the home from care fees

* fyoid Inheritance Tax

* Expert guidance [since 1999)
+* BEST PRICE guarantes

Will Trusts
& Probate
Practice

A wise ciaice

Daytime
or evening

HOME

VISIT

Call Tha Will Centre on:

01525 220 644

www.wisechoicewills.co.uk

Village News
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CLEANING? S

Introducing our new
Quick Drop service
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Mow offaring this
service at
Wilstone
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Tring Rural Parish Council - Public Notice

Nominations sought for Parish
Council elections in May 2015.
Closing date is Thursday 9 April.

In May this year the Parish Councillors' four year term
of office will come to an end. This means that all
Councillors stand down and then decide whether to
stand for office again. If you feel passionately about
the area you live and would like to be involved in
discussions and decisions about looking after and
improving the parish, then perhaps becoming a Parish
Councillor could be the thing for you.

Nomination papers, which must be with Dacorum by
Thursday 9th April, are available from:

Lucy Bancroft, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk
Telephone: 01296 660844

L&S
SKIP HIRE

Your Local Company

All Sizes of Skips Available
“WE DON'T TALK RUBBISH WE SHIFTIT *

PHONE RICHARD 07831120879

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING e POINTING ¢ GUTTERING
PAINTING e GLAZING e TILING
PATIOS e PATHS e FENCING
PLUMBINGe BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job
call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN

Wilsrane
Allacrenrc
Ansaciation

The Wilstane Fete Flant Stall and Wilstane aotment Sssozizbon Aave joined
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Fcase cantack Ker Marbn D144282285 orlahn Evans 01842800115 F
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Tring Rl any finie e e day ol 1ha Fere

1M are = pevatapraahen Iyears gl g yauegern, pledse pul s iame
ang agz antan Gack soows can disglay yous poctuses ina Tspetial seckan,

Flease mecryere remember ta coms roune and visit the Wilstore Allatrents

e e Cpen Gargdens day, Skl lune 2" W ok Torwand 10 s 1, i

]
"
e

e o
= [
5 Lty =]

altN Yo %M B4y snor
Sons -

Spring Is Here!

Growbags
£2.25 Each
or
4 for £6.99

Now in Stock
Vegetable Plants
Basket Plants

01442 828478 L Lt

wwnv.pemeadandsons.co.uk .-‘LT Ty

L P
L |
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Registering to vote on 7th May:
here's how

THE Electoral Register is in the process of being updated in
preparation for the general election on 7th May. On that day
there may also be an election for Tring Rural Parish Council.
It is not too late to get your name onto the register so you can
claim your right to vote. If you are new to the area, not on the
current register, or if you have moved locally and want to
vote at your new location, you can contact the Electoral
Registration Officer as set out below. If you will be 18 this
year before 7th May you will be entitled to vote, but you must
be on the register - so best to check that you are. There is an
important change to the voter registration process this year:
applications should be from individuals, not from ""heads of
households''. So we are each responsible for claiming our
own right to vote. To vote on 7th May you must be on the
register by 20th April.

If you have access to the internet, go to www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote to apply to register. It only takes a few
minutes. You will need your National Insurance number.

If you do not have access to a computer, phone the Electoral
Registration Office at Dacorum on 01442 228071 and they
will help you.

If you are going to be away from home on 7th May and need
a postal or proxy vote, you can apply now by emailing your
request to absentvote @dacorum.gov.uk, or by phoning
01442 228071. They will send you the appropriate form to
complete. Completed applications must be received by Spm
on 21st April. (Information supplied by Dacorum Borough Council.)

April 2015

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER

that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms
kitchens, washing machines
taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom
in Pitstone
07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk

Fed up of doing your ironing?

Let me do it for you.
£3.50 per kilo
Shirts £1.00
Bedding £1.50 - £3.50

Please contact me on 07770993784 / 01442767319
eyvindssonkate@yahoo.co.uk

The Old Pastures :
Dog Grooming J-'*h

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856.

Rase Cottage Kennels
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL
> > e
S e 0 e= = e=

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given
to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!
Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.
Tel. (01296) 681306
Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

mrs. DE&E&ittles

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.
Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and
other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

Village News




Page 12 April 2015

WhO,S that at St CrOSS? Rev'd Didier Jaquet

ST CROSS - the Small Church
with a BIG heart - started its
new pattern of services on
Mothering Sunday. Now every
Sunday at 10.00am, there is a
service which has been
specially created for all who
come along. It’s great to be
part of this new approach and | |
am reaIIy Iookmg forward to

of evenings a week and
Sundays. During this time, |
could be doing all sorts of
things: leading services,
visiting or meeting people
about their weddings or
christenings - to name a few.
Sometimes it’s just being
about out and about seeing
and being with people and
enabling them to feel
comfortable talking about God
and about themselves.

of you in Wilstone.

For the last four years, as part
of my training as a curate, |
have been around the Tring g
Team leading services in all of |
our churches. But | am pleased
that | shall now be at St Cross
more regularly and sharing in
its care and of the Wilstone
community. So there’s quite a
lot of change at St Cross but |
thought | should introduce
myself a bit so you might,
when you see me around the
village, not have to ask
yourself: ‘Who’s that at St
Cross?’

Until recently my job was
being a lawyer. | have worked
in private practice, the courts,
and in-house so | have quite a
lot of experience of change! At
the moment | am taking a
break from that to work in my
wife’s family business (which
is not law related). It’s a huge
learning curve and | have a
new found respect for all those
who run their own businesses.
| really didn’t appreciate how
much was involved until |
started.

| | am lucky enough to have a
8l close bunch of friends, whom
=8l Kathryn and | try and catch up
with as often as we can. We
love a good pub quiz or settling
=1l down to a TV box set — we
4 really need to find a
replacement for Breaking Bad
Al soon. Getting out to the gym
= and walking our badly behaved
= Westie fills the rest of our time.
So that's me, well some of it
anyway. | hope that I will get to
know Wilstone better over the
next few weeks because St
Cross should be a place where
everyone discovers its big
heart. After all, it has a big
: = | heart because it celebrates
4 God whose heart is even
bigger. | look forward to
meeting you.

Where to start? Well, my name |
is Didier, which is French
although | was born in i
Switzerland. | don’t sound very | - |
French however as my parents | §
and | moved to England shortly | JilL!
before my first birthday. | grew | Tl
up on the South Coast and i
when | was 18 went to
university in London. | moved
to this area after Kathryn, my
wife, changed jobs to work
with her family.

| am a self-supporting

minister. This means | am a
minister (a priest to be precise)
who doesn’t get paid by the
church. Instead, | support
myself financially. | do this by
working full time and give
some of my time each week to
the church — typically a couple

Village News
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Long Marston Cricket Club by Paul Dumpleton

FRESHL mown Major Matches at Marlins in 2015
grass, sun shining,
and daffodils in 1.30pm Tues 2" June — Herts over 60’s v Hampshire over
bloom — only a few 60’s
W weeks away before
#] the sound of leather 11am Tuesday 14" July ECB Trophy MCC  Unicorns v
on willow confirms Leicestershire 2™ XI (50 overs a side)
the start of the
eagerly awaited 2015 11am Weds 15th July ECB Trophy MCC Unicorns v
season at Marlins. Yorkshire 2™ XI (50 overs a side)
All representative fixture dates have been confirmed for the 11am Sunday / Monday / Tuesday 16, 17 & 18 August
coming season and are itemised below. Highlight is Minor Counties Herts v Suffolk.
undoubtedly the arrival of the 2014 county champions
Yorkshire’s 2" XTI on Weds 15" July to take on the National First fixtures in the Cherwell League season are on Saturday
Unicorns team in the ECB Trophy. gt May. Our First XI travel to Twyford, our second XI
entertain Twyford II’s at Marlins and the third XI entertain
The draw for the early rounds of the Davidstow National Witney Mills at Mentmore.
Village cup has again given us at home tie against
Langleybury on Sunday May 3". This time we hope to nail All are welcome at Marlins to enjoy some entertaining and
them with the home advantage having let them off the hook hopefully successful cricket.
last year.
The first round of this years Coronation Cup has drawn us
away to Wing to be played on Friday 22" May at Ascott Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at
Park. www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/
B ,‘_-:—‘ -

Looking fr

ALTIVTY & E

EEA (H OF [RINSE
CITES & SHORT BREAKS
ESCIRTED TOLIRS
BMILY HOLIDATYS
LR YT 5 SRA

SAR Rl &'WILDLIFE
SHIF BSK
TAILOE-MADE .
WILLAS. & A P RTMENTS &
'WEDDIHG & HOMEY 00N

We can find it for you

« Lsing fully bonded tour aperabors
= Mo Booking Fees

Vour next hﬁda'?

01442 890265

Trave] Im 1EM15 www.travelimpressions.co.uk

i miyld, of Erparisnes Sube 4, Geonge Howse, 64 High Sineel, Tring, Hertfondshine. HPZ3 48F
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Wilstone Community Shop
For the comminity, run by the contmunity Wilstone Community Shop

We aim to serve the Community by
=  Keeping prices fair
= Dffering a wide ranpe of goods and zenvices
Stecking home-made 2nd local produce
Bazing & prlace where people like tooshop and volunbeers ke oowork

Colour me in
please!!

We will be stocking:
» Easter eggs, hot cross buns, S5imnel and other Easter cakes
British Pie Week: Name the pie competition winner announced;

Muddly Puddly Pie is the name \irginia Bailey came up with for the
delicious pie made with caramelised squash, carrots and dates
{which tastes just llke a pumpkin ple).

Qthazr suggested names included; Witchity Pie, Cinnamon Cracker,
Wilstone Witch Pie and Community Caramel.

Watch oast for this in the shop (alzo a gluten free aption). Yum!!

Come and buy a limited edition pink and purple cupcake =

on 1st and 2nd April in support of Autism Awareness Week 7=

Village News Supported by the Wilstone Community Shop
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The

Blindman

Curtains . Poles . Tie Backs . Cushions

Roller ., Pleated . Woodslat . Woven  Vertical . Venetian

Huge choice of fabric
or supply your own
Fopsi feenidly advice and qucnacan in the comior T ol your owm Paime
01442 822 055 & Q7767 783 955
www.theblindman.uk.com

April 2015

Skells Joinery

Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry
experience.
Home consultation and competitive rates.

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885
paul.skells@btinternet.com

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Tu 1on

i . s
s Lieracy Supporl
= Murrsrscy Support
o Ry Slage 13 &3

Epucial Educalional Moods

Jamma Boult {28 yesrs axpansnce)
Specialial Teacher; Language Disorder

Meobile: 07E03 0G2521
Emall; boult? sa@tinternet.oom

TI‘"j' calr ten waak Frae
and see what your chilkd
CEMN BChieve.

Fez Trial oras kabke
thmughuud FHorusrg™

TRING SHOWSTOPPERS

Parforming Arts for & = 18 year olds

Our workshops are taught by professionals, with

classes in drama, singing and musical theatre,
ensurng every child ha: the appartunity to reach
their full potential.

To find cut mora about whot we offar in Tring and
surrounding villages email
kataBtringshowitoppears.co.uby, visit sur wabsita
wwwrtringshowstoppers.co.ub

aor call Hate on 07750 4687 022

Marsworth o w Y|
Pre School

omsar b bl dow Bl Koo Bt Prlamarss L 5ot 0K
Tk P50 TR SIS o] il i e g il

K armamrth Hee-fachocd Fad  KMacrsacds Sliasmom Hall, iz cesny popebire g e pre-
sohiogl Wit an oosianding reouta®on. oirecing chdcner Fom o wibe ana

Sassions avallabla for agas 2 to 5 years, FULL or PAAT days -

Monday, Wednesday, Thursdey & Fricay
Mnming Sessiin:- S0m - 11.306mm

Lunch Clube- 11.30am - 12.30prm
Aftemoon Sessans- 12300m - 200pm

For b infioinmeaiion, Jota ks af Funding. sessio sraldabdliny on i aman g 4w o, pease
call CF5IE 1 THESE or viad cur wshiade

wwwmarswarthpraschool orpuk

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON

Places are available for children between 23 and 5 years old.

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30.
We have a great team of enthusiastic staff.
For more information or to arrange a visit, contact our
playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or
firststepslongmarston@gmail .com

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP
every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am
Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome.

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.

Village News
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HERE at First Steps we have really made the most of some of
the warmer and sunnier days that we have had in March. The
children have had some long mornings outdoors riding bikes,
hula-hooping, visiting the school site and using the play fa-
cilities there as well as next to the hall. This month we have
also been paying close attention to our surroundings while on
walks around the village looking closely at buildings, familiar
faces such as the lollipop lady, visiting the stunning snow-
drop display, walking to the chapel and looking at the flower-
ing crocuses. The children have then been working on a very
impressive 3D wall display representing everything that they
have seen with some wonderful details. After so much fresh
air the children have also enjoyed baking their own flapjacks
to take home and show off and have been tucking in to hot
cross buns alongside their usual fruit at snack time.

First Steps Pre-School
News

When indoors the children love to hear new stories and of
course the high point has been Book Week that culminated
with World Book Day, which the children celebrated by
wearing costumes inspired by their favourite books. It was
lovely to see a wide range of characters and the children’s
obvious love of their special stories, on the day we had built a
Gruffalo’s Cave and the 3 Little Piggies houses for the chil-
dren to fuel their imagination.

We are almost at the end of term now and our Easter Show is
around the corner. The children are practicing their songs
and dances and decorating the set ready to welcome family
and friends to watch the big spectacular on 31 March. This
will be a fun morning with tea and cakes and a raffle to help
raise funds for pre-school. Term finishes on 2™ April and the
children will be having a teddy bears picnic and Easter egg
hunt to round off a fun-packed term.

Pre-School is managed by a voluntary parent committee, we
always welcome new members and volunteers to help with
the wide range of tasks that the committee need to undertake.
If you are interested in joining the committee or helping out
and would like to find out more about what is involved then
contact Emma on 01442 823 013.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston

April 2015

every Monday (9-12), Tuesday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30
and afternoon session 1:30-3), Thursday (9-12, Lunch Club
12-1:30) and Friday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30) during term
time. We welcome all children aged between 2 %2 and 5 years
and as a result many children stay with us until they move
together ‘across the road to big school’.

There are no Pre-School sessions on a Wednesday; the Baby
and Toddler group runs at Victory Hall on a Wednesday
morning from 10am-11:30am for children from birth to 5
years. The group is not only great fun for children but a good
chance to meet other parents, and an opportunity for children
that will join Pre-School in the future to meet their peers and
become comfortable with the facilities helping them to settle
well. The sessions are run by parents and include a craft ac-
tivity, lots of free play, a baby area and a section for bikes
and scooters. There is a break for the children to have a drink
and biscuit, time for some physical play with footballs or
hula-hoops and a group sing-a-long. The cost is £2 (plus 50p
for additional children) including children’s snack and a hot
drink for parents, for more details please contact Tara
Thirkettle on 07796 965 171.

If you would like to know more about Pre-School, come and
visit or add your child to the admissions list then please get in
touch with either Teresa Giddings our Pre-School Leader on
07925 185 311 (during Pre-School hours) or our Chairperson
Emma Lynch on 01442 823 013 or email:-
firststepslongmarston @ gmail.com, see also

www. firststepspreschool.org.uk..

.
.
™ N

F.R. Jeffery & Son

Coal Merchant

A4

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances

Coal & Smokeless Fuels
Logs & Compost

Delivered to your door at low prices

Contact Us on: 01296 661258

ASTROPE GARDEN SERVICES

LOGS FOR SALE

Seasoneal, ey aond =plil logs, Froo delivery,
Bulk Bag £E75.00 { appro: Gim®|
Truck Inad £95.00 (appny Tm#)
Sacls of logs EB [upp[l.!;-'. 20k, Minodelivery
Lk saeles)

Barrowing & stacking service availahle, please
ask tor details.

Ve s provie Lree &, Dendoe culling secsives, Jeocing
driveways, paviug, proasaiv washing and genersl garden
maintenznee.

Plegse contact Glenn on 079531 1265344 or

glenmansell@Email.com

Village News
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The PUTTZH hClm PC(QC compiled by Christine Rutter

EASTER at ST.MARY’S

Good Friday - 3 April: 2 p.m. Raising the Cross in the churchyard, immediately
followed by *Hour at the Cross™ service in church. Hot Cross Buns will be served before
returning home.

Saturday - 4 April: Church decorating for Easter from 10 a.m. Please come
along and join in the jovous task of bringing St.Marys to life with spring flowers and
Ereenery.

Easter Day — Sunday 5™ April: 8.15 a.m. Holy Communion service with Easter
hymns.

MAY - DAY

The time has come round again to set your alarm clocks extra early so as to
arrive at SLMary’s Churchyard in time for 6am to listen to the Ridgeway
Chorale singing Mav-Dayv Madrigals from the top of the church tower. As
always, a full breakfast will be served in Cecilia Hall as from 6.30 a.m. You will
still have time to leave for work, fully fed!

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday, 9" May — Cecilia Hall - 2 p.m.

Sorting will take place from Tuesday 5™ May in the mornings from 10 a.m.
Your help with sorting is always much appreciated and makes this task a very
social time.

Jumble may be left in the porch of Cecila Hall at any time, but it would be
helpful if this could be during the two weeks prior to the sale. N0 VIDEOs,
please.

“THANK YOU™.... to evervone who attended the Cecilia Tea Rooms in February,

where we raised £162.50 for the “Calibre”™ Library in Avlesbury which provides audio
books for those with visual impairment, reading difficulties of any Kkind or dementia.
The next Tea Rooms will be on Friday, 10 July (change of date).

Village News Supported by the Puttenham Trust
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New Shop for Long Marston

by Martin Winship

VILLAGERS are reeling after the announcement that Tesco
are to open a new store in Long Marston. They have success-
fully negotiated with BT to lease the red Telephone Box on
Station Road (near the crossroads) where they will unveil the
first of their proposed new “Tesco Tiny” outlets.

A Tesco spokesperson said that although space was quite
limited, anyone who had previously used the village shop
after it was relocated to the old Boot pub would be pleasantly
surprised at the range and quantity of goods in store.

The spokesperson admitted that plans at the moment did not
include a Bakery or Wet Fish counter, but he pointed out that
the telephone would be kept, and customers would be wel-
come to continue to display such interesting “business cards”
in the kiosk.

The first tasks will be to refit the interior (and do something
about the rather strange smell), lay out the car park (one
space only) and install the fuel pumps.

Work is due to begin soon, although the company has prom-
ised to ensure the contractors work only at night to minimise
disruption.

Meanwhile Tesco’s rivals have not been slow to respond.
Morrison’s have struck a deal with an undisclosed allotment
holder to rent their potting shed, Sainsbury’s are close to
signing a contract for an unoccupied chicken coup and Asda
have bought the freehold on a disused dog kennel. A villager
(name and address supplied) said he thought they were
“barking”.

i“-
. i—-l

TR |

Give Bowls

a Go!

Open sessions for you
Tuesdays at 2pm [F=5m] i
Fridays at épm 5

R
May to September BOWLS
EMNGLAMD

g
CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB, ywour [ricandhe local Club,

15 larovervbody — all ages: beginners Lo exporls.

M Dpen zessions are an ideal opporunity 12 g2t
kv hiwed < el eefine yaoe kills Grone with feainers
ot Tl sl shiows, W will suppbe Ui el

Cheddirsglon Bowds Gluks, The Recreation Grownd, High SL
Call: Migelon 01442 824 679 o Sue on 01296 608 772

Sponsared by

The Will Trusts & Probate Practice

01525 220644

WILSTONE

CHEDDINGTON
VILLAGE HALL
Monday 7.00 pm
Tuesday 9.45 am

VILLAGE HALL
Monday 9.30 am
Tuesday 6.00 pm Lo
Wednesday 9.30 am
Thursday 9.45 am Lo
Friday 9.45 am
Saturday 9.30am

PITSTONE
MEMORIAL HALL
Wednesday 7.30 pm

Other classes available in Tring, Halton,
Aylesbury and Weston Turville
wwiw. facebook.com/

JazzerciseBucksBedsHerts Q700 FEFZID

Village News
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Letter from the Village Warden

AM I (DOG) WASTING MY TIME?

ONE of the varied duties I perform is to empty the litter bins
(2) located in the copse close to the canal at Wilstone and the
one in the recreation ground at Long Marston. Both of the bins
at Wilstone have notices attached to them clearly stating DO
NOT PLACE DOG WASTE IN THIS BIN.

Within 4 feet of one of the bins at Wilstone is a bin specifi-
cally for dog waste. At Long Marston there is also one within
a few yards of the litter bin. Over the last 2 weeks I have re-
moved in excess of 100 bags of dog waste from the 2 litter
bins at Wilstone and a lesser amount from the one at Long
Marston. I have then had to transfer it to the dog waste bins
which is not a pleasant duty to perform.

I would be pleased if anyone could explain to me why this is
happening. Is it simply ignorance or do those dog owners who
are doing this just not care provided they have disposed of the
waste somewhere?

Colin Reedman
Village Warden

SAar

SPECIALISIMNG 1N
PRE-LOVED CLOTHES

& ACCESSCORIES

including

ERAND NEVY FRENCH CLOTHING
BY ‘CAPTAIN TORTUE'

OPEN ON FRIDAYS

Special open davs or by appoinbment at 2l olher limes

s,
sarah@sarahjaneboutique.co.uk
phone 07975 920938

e CHel Sakers Bup Fno | ane, Wiraraes
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<Vanity Fayre

4 Lates amd pemds

Hatrdressers
i ? FRETT
A5 Wartarnr Taead” T
Come and Try cuar
prafessional
friendly, great value
for pioniey 2alon
where your wish iz
Gl BoEnenand.

Opening Hours

Tuesduy-Thursday Bam-Jpin

Friday Bam-Ypm

Saturday &3lam-1pm
Appointments not alfways necassary

10% discount

T all new customers with s vowcher

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA
HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody
and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone
07969 741792 or 01296 630189

4 BH

Professional and reliable
YWl DOWY CLEAMIMNG

Lagddarlans, purs ssatar vwirsdaws chaamsc
o ur privasy saearantead
+ Hard 1o resch wdrdoca

o e e T
= s e

£ DHSCEURT Sk SMOHUR FIRST CLESAR

kb rc e e e ook

“m il o

01442 IBOZAT

OFF31 DA4TFT432
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WiMIDBUEMERY
FUETER AP =E R 1

3.

CHILTERN CHIMNEYS
THE FOAYER SWEEFING SFECIALISTE
Lozl Prplzesivaal Clean ENvien
TN EY SWEEF & = TUVE INETALLATION f=ERYICLE
Cenidicaes Issued fur Huose Insurance
Flues Linesd - Chimner Do and Cewls Tl - Tirekacks Replaced
Bedazvibacr oo the: Instibg i of Crinmey Sweeps. HETAS Riegrcloral
#ﬁ Ol Shirvs Towckosnn e
TRIMNG ({14420 Saul ]
_HETAS "= 421 BATELT

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd

Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery

* High quality professional service
* Residential and commercial

« Excellent value and fully insured
* Free consultation and quote

* References available

01442 876622 - 07884 058795

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3Z2Q
www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

April 2015
H Elestrodun
ZANUSSE =
BOSCH AEG SIEMENS @E-:-:
o

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen
appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers.
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience.
Contact Renato on
01494 776554 or
07771706380
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk
10% off call out charge with this advert -
please call for further information.

Seaton’s Catering

Established 1990

We cater for all occasions
working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings
and other family events.

Please call to order discuss your menu

tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk
email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

Problem with your wihdows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,
or is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but
can't?

- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Www.SmashingWindows.com

Or ring
01296 630650 +. arrange an appointment today!

ur window cleaning service.

Tryo re details.

Call 07875 534780 for mo

ACWTOUCH

Matural Facelift Massage & Rejuvenation
(Larmdor ceamire of Cleompiysmee)

AN preciments perfovamed of my Lhenmy room m Tring

& new unique therapy highly specializing im nan-surgical facelift

idRags & rejuverulion:
& Tenkes, srmoodf's g NS @ach ored OF wolir face
» Horusher wranklsr
& fraj g e CovrrgfExion
® (Zors e af tonsaan
& Berosis energy amd ramume sysdenr
* Lok & fee) relmeed amd rejueveneled
= 4 wonderful foelimg of wed! boimg
* Cnmpetitie groes

&lsa redn, spa body treatments, bady wraps, body brushing &
exholiation.

Call Anm on ;- Q750773008 &
aewfonch workmalcom & wwsacwe-fouclco.nk

Village News




Page 21

April 2015

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999°)
PC Steve Hunneysett 01707 354192
PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192
Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577
Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463
Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787
Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410
Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465
LM&P Horticultural Society

David Severs 01296 661021

St Cross Wilstone
Vicar Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200
Churchwarden

Ken Martin 01442 822894
St Mary’s Puttenham

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170
Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351
All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister 01442 822170
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

ClIr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council

Lucy Bancroft 07590 989202
Villages Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling 07973 786389
Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849
Long Marston 1% Steps Pre-School

Emma Lynch 07870 729950
Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Tara Thirkettle 07796 965 171
Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 0207 219 4459
Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781
Pet Dog Training

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Village News

Phil Buchi 01296 661339
Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush 01296 641382
Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813
Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096
Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272
WI

Sue Barraclough 01296 668272

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ...

To all our volunteer distributors who have
delivered your Village News to every home

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising @googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles,
event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp @yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next edition is:
Thursday 16 April 2015.

Phil Buchi will be your editor.

You can read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Everyone for Tennis?

Circle Sunday April 26" in your calendars

IT is an exciting time for Long Marston Tennis Club. The
floodlight installation reported in last months Village
News means it now boasts facilities on a par with any
other small to medium club in the region, and arguably
better than many. The Committee’s desire now is that
as many people as possible benefit from what is in fact
their local club, courts and coaching, so they will be
working throughout the year to attract new members.

Local clubs across the country are of course the main
way that the next generation of players gets into the
game, so youngsters are particularly welcome.
Whatever one’s talent and commitment, tennis at a
friendly local club provides a lot of healthy outdoor
exercise, fun and social contact that is a rich addition to
anyone’s life. And while it is indeed great to start young,
it is also great to start at any other age; while no-one in
their 70’s is likely to beat Nadal today, tactical
judgement and accurate hitting allow many people “too
old” for many other sports to give physically speedier
young adults in their club a serious challenge — believe
me, | found this out the hard way! Its worth saying also
that doubles is almost a different game from singles,
and many club players much prefer it.

The first major event in this programme is the Open Day
on Sunday 26" April. In fact it is an Open Afternoon as
it will begin at 2:00pm with an hour of free coaching
dedicated to juniors. Then from 3:00pm there will be
free coaching, knock-about and game-play for all. If you
are wondering what time to turn up, then note that if
you were born in 1997 or later you are formally a junior
in tennis (though juniors can and often do play in adult
leagues if good enough).

There will be a machine available to measure your

April 2015

By Lee Nash

service speed, which
is always great fun: |
found it helped me get
more from watching
professional matches
on TV as it gives a
real visceral

LOMNG MARSTOp
TEMMIS CLUB
appreciation for what

those players routinely

manage to deliver and return!

Refreshments will be provided and obviously there will
be lots of club members on hand to talk with about the
game, the club and the opportunities. Don’t let any
doubts about your fitness or ability stop you coming
along either — whatever your standard is now, you won’t
be alone and you will get better!

If you think you or someone you know might get
something from trying tennis but can’'t make the Open
Day, just contact the club secretaries,

Margaret Kelland (margaretkelland@btinternet.com) or
Jackie Anwyl (Jackie@jamosaics.co.uk),

and they will be glad to help — it is very easy to come
along to give it a try at any time and you will always get
a warm welcome.

See you on court !

Long Marston Tennis Club, Cheddington Lane, Long

Marston HP23 4QP
(www.longmarstontennisclub.co.uk)

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)
‘MAN WITH A VAN’

* TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

* COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
* SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

* REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME
» ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel: 01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Logs

Mixed seasoned logs for sale
Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80  Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879

Village News
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gpRenovate

Building Services

arRencvabe 15 8 1ecal family run ull serdce building
company in Buckinghamshine

W affer a very paersonal ralinble service and our ighly
depandable fradas are Cily & Guibds qualitied buildess
which sp=cialae in:
High gusliy exlansnns
Terial bakdrg renavatcns
Crrawiys ad palios
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs
Very competitive prices
All work guaranteed
Vehicles collected and returned at
no extra charge.

MOTSs available on site (class 4 & 7)
Welding -

Tyres -

Wheels balanced -
Batteries -
Exhausts -
Diagnostic Tuning -

Air Conditioning servicing
and repairs

Phone: 01296 662280

New Fax: 01296 662347
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Underhill Services

For all your home maintenance needs.

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -
Groundwork.
Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming,
fence painting etc.

No job too small.
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669

PAINTING & DECORATING
SUPERIOR STANDARD

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED
LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

MARTIN J KEABLE

Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717
martinjkeable@gmail.com

Smiffy's Curries

Hi, my name is Emily Smith and I am doing a World
Challenge Expedition to Rajasthan, Northern India in
July 2015. T am looking to raise money and offer a Friday
curry service.

Freshly cooked, serves up to two people costing £6, generally
chicken to start with and can be heated in oven, hob or microwave -
just add rice. I am happy to provide for larger numbers for dinner
parties.

Order by Wednesday for Friday after school delivery to your door
in Gubblecote, Wilstone, Long Marston or Puttenham.

Fed up with cooking, fed up with turkey sandwiches? Get your
orders in now- a SMIFFY'S Curry in the freezer ready for the days
when you just want a break.

Just tell me your preference of curry and heat - £3 a pot (serves 1)

I would just like to thank everyone for their continued support. I
have now cooked well over 500 curries, a mix of Friday night
orders , dinner parties and parties. I think my family are fed up with
the smell of curry in our house !

My World Challenge trip is fast approaching in July and I am over
half way towards my target of £3,400. If anyone is interested in
sponsoring me it would be greatly appreciated .

Emily Smith .
SMIFFY'S CURRIES
em.darling@btinternet.com - 01296 668878 - 07977 912251

Village News
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Tring Rural campaign for better internet...
your help needed please! by chris cobb and Granam Thorpe

Do you want & better internet connection and live in the Tring Rural area?
Then look at this new website: www.tringrural. wordpress.com

Complete the survey online, or by returning the survey form printed here by15 April

Following on from the front page aricle in Villsge News February edtion,
fastar infermet i nol available to anyone within the Tring Rural area. IF E was
available, the price increase would be relatively modest.

Why have faster broadband?

v Web pages load more guickly, especialy noticeable when several
people using the intemet in one house,

*  Walching "calch up” TV, sporis and mowvies (especially in HD) is
maech smaoother and more guickly downloaded.

*  Skype and Face Time video calls are of higher quality and suffer
less ‘shuttering’.

= Uplasding and downloading large documeants, videos and photographs i much faster.

s A report* has shown that slow broadband wipes as much as 20% off house prices! [*See welsite for repart.)

We have become aware that F"|:|I:I.En End, albeit a larger village, successfully campaigned fo acquire better mbamet. That

Irvehied Instafation of a new supply cabinet, The commumity came topether and enlisted the support of MP and Parish
iCouncil, We believe that our commamiy needs to do the same. Howsver, we need to know if this is something that you would

support, Therefore we would be gratefl if you would please complete the sunvey which will help us gauge the demand for
faster Internet in our area. The sursey can be completed anling, or by using the fom below,

Tring Rural campaign for better internet - please return survey form by 15 April to:
Graham Thope, 15 Tring Road, Wilsione, HPZ3 4 MLl

: :
I HPZ3 4 i
I [
| Does your property akready have inlemet access? Does anyone in the household work from home? i
I [ ]Yes [ |Yes

I [ | No, because the current available service is not fast enough | | No }
I for my needs, i
I [ | Ho, | have no plans to use the inferneat, Does amyone at this property need to upload large files?
I [ | Mo, because of ather reasons. Please slate: [ ]¥es i i
i [ 1Mo

I Which dialling code does your telephone number start :
1 with? Would the bill payer be prepared to pay exira for faster
I [ ]01442 broadband (compared to the bask rate)? 0
I [ ]o12% | 1¥es, but only £1 - £2 extra per month i
| | 1'Yes, but not ower £5 per month I
| Do you want or need faster internet? [ 1¥es, but not over £10 per moath i
I []Yes | ]7es, any reasonable amount I
i [ 1No [ 1No I
|

i Kyou had faster internat what would you use it for? What is your posteoda? (Oplional, but will heip us see :
I (Tick all that apply.) which areas in Tring Rural have most interest,) 1
i [ ] Genoral e (browsing, online shopping, etch I
1 | |Video chatting {eg Skype, Face Time] | HP23 i
1 | ]15treaming or downloading video (eg. BBC iPlayer) ; "
1 | ]15meaming music (eg. Spotify) i
I Thank you! Don't forget to retum the form or complete the i
j Do vournn g business from these premisesy oHing survey by 75 April "
1 | 1Yes

{ | JNo www.iringrural. wordpress.com :
J i

e e mm mmm e mi  e S men m m mn G S e mim fe mew e me m wme mme e mem mmm mm mmn mem mem mmm me wmm mes e e
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Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore
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News from All Saints

WE have had some wonderful services recently, in particular
Mothering Sunday where we made baskets for Moses, and
gave flowers to those we love. The fourth Sunday of every
month is when we have a particular emphasis on including all
ages in the service, but keep a look out for special events and
occasions. If you would like to be included on our mail list,
then do let me know on jcbanister @btinternet.com. We are
also looking for people who are willing to help with welcom-
ing others to church on a Sunday so if you feel that your life
is missing some lighting of candles, a bit of ringing a bell,
and above all some very pleasant company, then get in touch.
We have a service every Sunday at 10am and all are wel-
come!

Tea Afternoons:-

28™ April at 2pm

26" May at 2pm

Congenial conversation, a lovely cup of tea, and depending
on who is there from the regulars, some terrible jokes and lots
of laughter!

31 (5] |9

Solution on page back page

LEE ELECTRICAL

Long Marston & Tring

Industrial
Commercial
Domestic

Electrical Safety
Register
o % III--- s EC A,

el: 01296 661625
Mobile: OFTT 8657655

mrleeelectrical@talktalk.net

Village News

London Marathon 2015

HELLO Friends, we thought you would like to know that our
daughter, Nicola, is running the London Marathon this year.
As many of you know her daughter, Skye, has a rare syn-
drome so this is Nicola’s opportunity to raise funds for the
LMBBS society who support sufferers and their families. If
anyone would like to donate towards Nicola’s run, please go
on to the website:-virginmoneygiving.com/hueting where you
can find details of sufferers’ disabilities and how to support
this charity which is close to our hearts.

Thank you.
Carole Harrison
Castle Village, Berkhamsted

Carpentry...

sy contact Gavin Lawrence

m OF 731 047439 | - 01442 380287

bl b e e T e =1 snnre b pecnemysorsboos oa uk

Read Village News online at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Wilstone Allotment News

THE days and evenings are starting to lengthen considerably,
and, before you read this, the clocks will have 'sprung for-
ward' one hour.

The allotmenteers have slowly but surely been getting back to
their allotments in high expectation of the new season. All
plots are now fully occupied and the work of weeding, dig-
ging over and composting has started in earnest. As well as
the normal planting routine, we are also preparing for the
Wilstone Open Gardens event on June 28th, which will be
upon us in no time!! There are a few planned work parties
over the coming weeks that should help to tidy up the sur-
rounding areas, whilst repairs are being made to individual
plots who suffered damage during the winter storms.

The first seeds and early and mid-potatoes should have been
sown or planted and for those with cold frames or green-
houses planting should be well advanced. I know that in my
house, most of the window sills have been commandeered to
encourage seed germination of the many new varieties I'm
trying out this year.

We aim to support the Village Fete on June 7th with the usual
array of Flower and Vegetable Plants but donations from any-

one would be welcome.

On a personal note, I'll be experimenting on my plot, by test-

by Tony Short (Plot 3)

ing ways of controlling pests, Blackfly etc., by planting par-
ticular flowers that deter the bugs that are naturally attracted
to some vegetables (as I know from my own bitter experi-
ence). ). I shall be planting Marigolds with Tomatoes to pre-
vent Blackfly, and Alliums (Chives or Garlic) with carrots to
prevent Carrot Fly. Hopefully, as well as deterring pesky
bugs this should also create a more colourful scene.

Let's hope 2015 works out to be a really bumper year for both
sun and harvest.

Aylesbury’s Blue Ribbon Chauffeurs

(Lilnzwy puebar: smiber o Bz nldes ou)
Friendly Executive Taxi Service

Adrpart dranefeds, Porrs, Train Starions,
[ rndan, Crefiord. Milinn Keynes.
Tringa Willages ro Hearhrow £52 00

Cluldic willy i soeats, Whool Clsas, pole,
e, A woss A Al wory il welic,
PFizwea: Canilied Clhwis Bosmjoann. LAM Qualilieal Salvarsal Thive

Wl ChL 296 28] 503, Bl 07 7RSI
E-maail. i blw:ibbeme handlours conk Web, wors bluenbbanachanffcurs cook,

CURTIS CARPET SERVICES
Parsons Lane, Blerton

Al types of carpeting supplied & fitted

Phone David Curtls: 01296 482652

Mobile: 87773300054
Why Poy Shop Prices?

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

,’ I Han F;Hq

Farnily business over 30 years werving Tring, Liong Marston & Villages

{3as Cantral Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAE,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750

sarvicediheating.co.uk
Rocamora Houss, Woodrow,
Wimninton, Tring HPZE 6HT.
i Ihe i ing. oo ok
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Letter to Editor in Chief
re: faster Broadband

Hi Phil

I was pleased to read the latest newsletter regarding the
campaign set up to help the local community with faster
Broadband.

I have also written to David Gauke, who has referred the
matter to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

It might be worth adding a note to the next newsletter urging
residents to write to Mr Gauke in addition to completing the
online survey and anything else we can all think about that
may help.

Kind regards

Carl Baiden
Gubblecote

April 2015

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

L

K.J. WINDOWS
& DOORS

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS
CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA & SOFFITS

BI-FOLDING DOORS

ALL REPAIRS, INCLUDING
MISTED & BROKEN UNITS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
CALL KEITH 07539367200,

CAR INSURANCE
THAT'S ON YOUR g gum
DOORSTEP ()

popin
! ; : |-_..-;..|:-.: AR
toad, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP1 256

=TT T %5
TELS Blutual & e o] ar

Call 01442 270000 for a quote or

NEU Mutual

INVESTMENTS

It's about time

Village News

Friendly village pub
Open all day
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm

(except Sunday and Monday evenings)

(OFF the B#89
near Tring and
Aston Clinton)

i =l O AT

Real Ales o Great Food e Children’s Menu &
Play Area eLarge Gardene Open Fire ® Heated
Patio eCar ParkeDog Friendly eMobile Top up

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!
halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk
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[ @ ‘ KENNETH BROWN
ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.
Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium  Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Local
General Builder

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade,
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

Do you know someone
who needs care?

Our Tring Rural team provides specialist live
in care - to enable your loved one to remain
within the comfort and familiarity of their
own home, whilst receiving full-time care.

Working with people of all ages, our live in carers
provide one-to-one support, balancing independent
living with bespoke care needs.

Wie can assist with:

* personal care

« companionship

* housekeeping
Find out how we can
help you, please call

0808 180 1023 or visit
www.helpinghands.co.uk

il ¥

i Helping Hands

e =i Extatlished snce 198

J B SERVICES

PATIOS AND DRIVES

BLOCK AND SHINGLE
DRAINAGE WORK
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
BRICKWORK

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL: 07799 398335
OR 01442 826648 (EVENINGS)

Village News

T&S TREECARE

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED.
WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.
ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE
We also have LOGS FOR SALE

01296 662167
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WILSTONE STICKS

Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire
Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
www.wilstonesticks.com
wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

The Old Pastures

Luxury accommodation for
dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention
they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856
www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

Raising money for a
World Challenge trip to
Zambia in July!

Cream Teas in the garden
Sunday 31" May
2pm — Spm

Huckvale Cottage, 58 Station
Road Long Marston

EJ per person

Uﬂbr;ﬁq:,;*

Challenge

CHIMNEY SWEEP

——l SIMON CAFOMN B
Tel: 01442-39F7605

10O ALL, RELTABILE, PROFESSTOM AL

Y oanr hooe may be at risks of a chinney five if won
o el have yvour chitnney swepl on a rogular basis.
Call peees v L dlascnss yur meuicesTaels.

W sinvoncaponchimneysywoopoooaik

Vi I Ia g e Wi n es 8 Miswell Lane, Tring, HP23 4BX

An independent quality wine merchant
Quality wines and spirits at unbeatable prices.
You will have to go a long way to find a better range.
We specialise in champagne, fine wines, malt whisky, vodka from
around the world, exotic cocktails and world beers.
Something for a special occasion and quality for everyday.
Current special offers (offers end 31 May 2015)
Oxford landing Sauvignon Blanc £5.99 each or 2 for £11
Blossom Hill crisp and fruity white, soft and fruity red £4.50 any 3 for £12
Carling 4 pack can 500 ml £3.90, Jaegermeister 70cl £17.50 only
Jack Daniels whiskey 70cl £22 only, Glennfiddich single malt whiskey 12
year old £30.99
Many more good offers in store like champagne and single malt whiskey
whilst stocks last. Call in for Easter Special offers
Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 11pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 -
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.

FER | FILIRE
CRAFTOM
LEDE "'T‘H-

VILLAGE HALL

PLANT SALE

on Mentmore
Village Green

SAT I8 April
|2 tn 4 pm

Professional a mateur growers supplying

a wide varlet..f and cheoice of plants

® BAR-B-CUE ® TEAS & CAKES
® FABULOUS LOCATION

# AN ENJOYABLE DAY
All proceeds to community projects

Dratails at www.mantmore.org or call
07707 218719

Village News
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Ornithology - Part 2

MANY people travel all around Great Britain and Europe in
order to catch a glimpse of a particular bird, especially if that
bird is due to arrive at a certain time. These people are called
twitchers. A twitcher or twitchers, a group of people who
observe birds, are serious and totally dedicated to
photographing, videoing and listing birds and their
movements whilst happily travelling miles to do so.

Luckily enough for those of us living in Long Marston,
Gubblecote, Puttenham, Wilstone or Marsworth if we are
twitchers we haven't far to travel to observe birds as they are
all on our doorsteps.

We can do all our observations from the comfort of our own
home. Binoculars are very useful. Restricting our movements
near them comes in handy.

Last time I listed the birds who regularly visit our gardens
locally, as long as we encourage
them. These birds all live near
us so if we decide to see them
regularly all we need to do is
put out bird seed feeders fat
balls etc. It's a great hobby to
have and children as well as
young adults can find great
entertainment by joining in.
Once encouraged by Mum and
Dad or Grandparents they will
learn so much about birds and
their movements and nature in
general.

I've mentioned the robin
(Erithacus Rubecula) using its &
Latin name. Don't forget all birds hsted in Great Brltam are
listed in two languages. Apart from being very friendly plus a
huge favourite, it's also very territorial. It will boss other birds
about. Do look out for it happening. Its great fun to watch.
Another bossy boots is the starling or Sturnus Vulgarus. They
are not silly, believing that possession is nine tenths of the
law, especially in relation to food.

Another favourite list of the many varieties you will regularly
see in your gardens is the Finches. The Chaffinch or by its
Latin name (Fringilla Coelebs) is a regular visitor. The male
is brightly coloured with a blue/ grey cap and rusty red under
parts. It is happy to feed from feeders or forage on the
ground. The female is much duller. She will be very attracted
to the male whilst he sings from an exposed or open perch
with his very strong voice. He might prove to be a useful
addition to a local church choir.

Then there's the Goldfinch (Carduelis Carduelis) a beautiful
bright coloured finch. It will from time travel around in
groups of ten or more and loves to feed upon seeds and
insects. It also loves the Thistle plant to feed on. What many
of us don't realise is the Thistle should be respected in
relation to birds. If the plant is left through winter it will
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by Ken Lawless

provide masses of seeds which Finches love plus it costs
nothing. Obviously no one wants a garden full of thistles, so
maybe plant this time of year a couple near where you can
control them. Between June and September they will start to
flower, after which they will produce seeds. Job done. The
Sunflower will do the same, so after they flower keep them
staked and they will also produce seeds. You will then feel
you are helping nature and all it costs is a few minutes of
your time. Simple to do.

Changes in farmland regulations have resulted in habitats and
food for finches being drastically cut so whatever we can do
in our gardens will help massively.

Then there's the Greenfinch (Chloris Chloris) often called the
Green Linnet. It will feed happily on sunflower seeds and
peanuts and keep returning for more. In summer the adult
male is mostly olive -green except for yellow edges to its
primary wing feathers and tail
feathers and a more yellow
rump. The coverts, cheeks and
under tail coverts are greyish
and during winter the males
become duller. Juveniles are
similar to females and can easily
be mistaken for the House
Sparrow or (Passer domesticus).

.| PS:- The females build nests in

_ | colonies preferring to do so in

_,| dense shrubs. The boys are let
8 Off.

# The Bullfinch (Pyrrhula

" pyrrhula ) really stands out with
his pinkish red breast and cheeks, grey back and black cap
and tail and bright white rump. They feed on the buds of
many trees in springtime. The young feed on seeds, insects
and buds. If you hear a mournful call in the garden it's
usually the Bullfinch.

Now I did mention a certain Sherlock Holmes type before,
which was in fact a multi coloured cat who resides close by to
where I live and she in fact rarely chases or attacks birds in
my garden. They do aggravate her when she's trying to put
her head down. Her strategy is to relax whilst all the various
visiting birds feed away busily. If there's any hint of sunshine
she will find the spot and bask whilst building and conserving
energy. When the time is right for her and she's fully rested
she then nips into the field nearby to investigate which other
small creatures may be about seeking any dropped nibbles.
Elementary my dear Tallulah. Fact not fiction.

There are many more birds in the Finch family and I'll
include them another time.

So as Good old Bill Oddie would say “keep watching cause
there's nothing better that comes as free as a bird”.
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The Whitchurch Morris Men

Morris On The Television

THE call for all dancers to The Royal Standard of
England at Forty Green never came as the Grand
Union Morris found they could cover it. After some
negotiation, what was originally envisaged as a large
gathering became a much reduced affair. Still you will
be able to see it when the Hairy Bikers present “Pubs
That Built Britain” at some time in the future. If you
missed my article from last month, The Royal Standard
of England claims to be the oldest free house in the
country with a history going back 900 years so whilst
no-one is sure what style of Morris was danced during
the period of the War of the Roses, we do know what
they were drinking. As fermentation was the traditional
European method of water purification, it’s a tradition
that many sides will continue to support.

You may also have noticed a not too understated
advert on the TV for the Visit England campaign
specifically related to the 2015 Rugby World Cup.
There are several versions of this ad with former
captain Martin Corry, current England coach Stuart
Lancaster, Ladies World Cup winner Maggie Alphonse
and many others reciting lines from Jerusalem. Those
others include Laura Wright the soprano who sings the
anthem, Somerset’s sexiest farmer Greame Moon,
(their description not mine), fell runner Gavin Pattison,
the ice-cream ladies Victoria McMullen & Joanna

April 2015

by John King

get. For those who don’t know where that is, it's a
stone’s throw (sorry about the pun), from the Nuffield
and Churchill hospitals in Oxford. Unlike Bampton and
Fieldtown, these are non-stop dances that are quite
exhausting. Who needs Zumba? Headington Quarry is
an important tradition as the Side has over 350 years of
continuous existence and it is also the Side that was
“discovered” by Cecil Sharp on the 26 December 1899
and became the foundation of the Morris revival.
However, there is also one important dance from HQ
called The 29" May and this date has some
significance for the Whitchurch Morris Men this year
hence our practicing. More than this | won'’t say but it
will be quite a rare and traditional event.

If you'd like to join or would like some more information,
you can contact us at:

info@whitchurchmorris.org.uk

or visit our website

www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk

or just come down to the Wilstone village hall on a
Tuesday night around 8:15 p.m.

Wassail,
John King
WMM.

Woollcott and the Mods
Rob Melville & Adrian
Tincknell on Brighton’s sea
front. However, whichever
version of the advert you
see, there is always a
Morris Man at the end
leaving The Red Lion. That
pub is The Red Lion in
West Pennard near
Glastonbury and the Morris |
Man is Dave from Spring
Grove Morris of Kingston
Upon Thames; a Morris
Ring side. You can find out
more from .
WWW.SpPringgrovemorris.org e
or www.visitengland.com.

Staying with traditions, the h‘ﬁ
dances we’ve been o
practicing over the winter [
have been those from
Headington Quarry which is
about as local as you can

Village News
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead

WELL, the eclipse day turned out quite nice.

At the time of writing we need a few showers of rain. The oil seed rape, with the help of
some fertiliser, is showing signs of life, with the chewed plants branching out. The pigeons
are still around, being moved about with bangers. The shooters have not appeared,
probably because these birds are small and not worth the price of cartridges.

The ewes and lambing have been under new management. Simon and Chris have been in
charge. This retiring shepherd has been very impressed, things started last weekend in
February, so on March 19th there are only four more to go. Because the weather has been
so kind, the mums with their children have been straight out on to a good growth of grass.
Chris' daughter Molly lambed her first lamb. Both Molly and lamb survived. With me it is
still a miracle. One bright, friendly ewe had three big children, how she organised them inside | don't know.

The rape seed oil production is still progressing. Simon has caught a glimpse of food production where they were
talking of tons of mayonnaise. The team bring in various trial samples for trying, no two experts like the same
sample. The store of silage and straw has been assessed, yes | am sure that there will be enough, the later batches
of calves may not even go out this summer, but they'll be alright.

Did you know that there is a satellite up there that is watching over our fields? These fields have been surveyed and
can tell a farmer what fertiliser he needs, not a field as a whole. A card produced by this satellite is placed in the
fertiliser distributor. As
the machine passes
down the tramlines the
rate of fertiliser
distribution is adjusted,
according to the fertility
of the field. Surveys are
done on a regular basis; |
the driver just keeps in
the tramlines, and fills
the hopper as required.
This satellite guidance
is only just beginning. It |
may be held up the
price for wheat, next
harvest is down from
£130 atonto £110 a

ton.

Lambs and an eclipse!

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd No 92 solution

All ovens hobs and extractors 7 1|/8|5|4 2|6 9 3
+ Professional service 3|6 |/9|1|8 712|5 4
- Excellent value and fully insured 2/5/4|9/6 3|71 8
- Free consultation and quote 6 8 3|42 9|17 &
1 4 7|65 8|19 3 2
01442 876622 - 07884 058795 9|2 |5|3|7 1|48 6
Berkh ted Herts HP4 3ZQ >|316|7|9 4182 1

erknamste erts I 1 |
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 4 ! 9|2|8|1 53 ! 6 | 7
8 7F| 1|2 3 /6|54 9
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